
CONTACT US   McKenzie Banner, 3 Banner Row, McKenzie, TN 38201
P: 731.352.3323 • F: 731.352.3322 • E: banner@mckenziebanner.com 2026

Sc
an

 �
 W

eb
sit

e

© 2026  TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

WE RECYCLE

A PRODUCT OF TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING, INC. @McKenzieBannerMcKenzieBanner.com @mckBANNERHome of Bethel University

McKENZIE, TENNESSEE

The Hub of Carroll, Henry and Weakley Counties Since 1870.THE

BANNERBANNER
THE

@McKenzieBannerMcKenzieBanner.com @mckBANNER

INDEX News 2  |  Opinion 4  |  Obituaries 5
 Calendar 5  |  Records 7  |  Notices 6
 Marketplace 8  |  People 11

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (June 20) — 
The Carroll County Juneteenth 
Celebration was Saturday at the 
Carroll County Civic Center Ex-
hibit Building.

Carroll County Events
Friday, July 3 at dark — 

Terry Volunteer Fire De-
partment Fireworks Show.

Friday and Saturday, 
July  3-4,  gates  open at 
5:30 p.m. — Clayhill Mo-
torsports Park Freedom 
and Fireworks Celebration 
Nights.

Satu rday ,  Ju l y  4  a t  5 
p.m. — Freedom Festival 
at McKenzie Recreational 
Park.

Saturday, July 4 at 5:30 
p.m. — McLemoresville 
Parade; Fireworks Show 
at dark.

Saturday, July 4 at 6 p.m.  

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (June 19) — Habitat 
for Humanity of Carroll County 
invited children to put their gar-
dening skills to the test during Kids’ 
Day on Friday, June 19. Children 

of various ages showed up at 871 
Walnut Avenue West, McKenzie, 
helping landscape JayAnn John-
son’s new home.

Habitat for Humanity provided 
flowers, dirt, flower pots and spades 
for all participating volunteers. 

Young volunteers included Norah 
Milam, Skyler Milam, Reed Stewart, 
Lillie Atkinson and Kaiden Wallace.

Habitat for Humanity broke 
ground on Johnson’s new home in 

HUNTINGD ON ( June 
22) — The Carroll County 
Commission meets June 
29 at 7 p.m. Agenda items 
include:

 Resolution 6-07-2026 
makes appropriations to 
the Various Funds, Depart-
ments, Institutions, Offic-
es, and Agencies of Carroll 
County, Tennessee, for the 
Fiscal Year beginning July 
1, 2026, and ending June 
30, 2027. The amounts ap-
propriated for the operat-
ing expenses, capital out-
lays, transfers, and for pay-
ment of principal and in-
terest on the County’s debt 
are set according to the 

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGD ON ( June 
17) — The Huntingdon 
Special  School  District 
Board of Education met 
Wednesday, June 17, for 
a regular board meeting. 

Rising senior Katherine 
Meggs and rising junior 
Lila Reed made their de-
but as new student school 
b o a r d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
during the meeting.

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (June 16) — The McKenzie 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry hosted its 
annual banquet Tuesday at Bethel University’s 
Vera Low Center.

Chamber Executive Director Monica Heath 
served as emcee and welcomed guests.

She said, “Our community is strong because of 
the people who continue to show up. You open 
your businesses, employ our neighbors, serve 
on boards, sponsor events, support our schools, 
donate when there is a need and invest your time 
and energy into making our area a better place 
to live, work, shop and raise a family.”

INSIDE
� Huntingdon to Hold Public 

Budget Hearing, Page 4
� McKenzie Schools to Have 

Budget Workshop, Page 4
� Sheriff Town Hall, 

Community Forum Next 
Week, Page 6

OBITUARIES
Elmer Lee Maness, 81
Jerry Nance, 81
Linda L. Phillips, 69
Carol Pinson, 79
William ‘Mr. Billy’ Smith, 85
Jerry D. Weatherford, 89
Wesley Whistle, 64
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MCKENZIE, TN 38201MCKENZIE, TN 38201

(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)

731-393-0091731-393-0091

Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair

Belt, Hose Replacement

Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!

SUNDAYS
10 a.m. – Sunday School 
(Classes for all ages)
11 a.m. – Morning Service
1:30 p.m. – Afternoon Service

WEDNESDAYS
7 p.m. – Mid-Week Prayer 
and Bible Study

747 WEST MAGNOLIA AVE, 
McKENZIE, TENNESSEE

Jon King Pastor
Fred Morris Associate Pastor
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Join Us This Sunday at 

Grace Baptist Church!

Grace Baptist Church
warmly invites you and your 
family to join us for our weekly 
services. Our doors are open 
to everyone in our community.

Looking for a place to 

grow in faith and fi nd a 

welcoming community? 

See JUNETEENTH on Page 2

Carroll County 
Juneteenth 
Celebration 
Focuses on Unity

See JULY 4 on Page 2

Area Fourth 
Of July Events

Kids’ Day volunteers are pictured with JayAnn Johnson (center) in front of her new home. Photo by 
Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Young Volunteers Pitch In to 
Beautify New Habitat Home

See HABITAT on Page 2

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY KIDS' DAY

See BUDGET on Page 3

Carroll County 
To Approve 
2026-27 Fiscal 
Year Budget

See APP on Page 3

School Board 
Debuts New 
App, New 
Student Reps

CASA of Henderson and Carroll Counties was presented 
the Nonprofit of the Year Award. Matt Aird (right) present-
ed the award to Kim Smith, Program Director for Carroll 
County. Photo by Joel Washburn/The BannerSee CHAMBER on Page 3

McKenzie Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
Hosts Annual Banquet

(L to R) Undria King, Jobina Gordon, Tyasia Reed, Brenda Jones, 
Tamika Abdallah and Bridgette Sesson pose at the Carroll County 
Juneteenth Celebration. Gordon is chairperson of the committee, and 
Reed is a member. King, Jones, Abdallah and Sesson were vendors at 
this year’s indoor celebration. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

HUNTINGDON

TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2026 • 6 P.M.
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MARTIN (June 16) — 
Martin WestStar Leader-
ship Program honored its 
2026 class Tuesday, June 
16, in the Boling University 
Center’s Duncan Ballroom. 

A 5:30 p.m. reception was 
followed by dinner at 6 p.m. 
and a keynote speech by 
Patrick Sheehan, director of 
the Tennessee Emergency 
Management Agency. The 
graduation ceremony con-

cluded the program. 
WestStar was established 

in 1989 and welcomed 32 
alumni following gradua-
tion of this year’s 36th class. 

Jake Bynum, UT Martin 
chief of staff and WestStar 
executive director, emceed 
the annual event.

Members of the 2026 
class were Dr. Amanda 
Creasy, Decatur County; 
Dr. Tameka Lewis, Gibson 

County; Carly Wheat, Henry 
County; Ashley Horn, Hen-
derson County; Dr. Chris-
tie Hudnall, Lauderdale 
County; Paula Bell, Henry 
County; Rachael McKin-
ney, Obion County; Caro-
line Partin, Obion County; 
Sarah Haig, Weakley County 
and UT Martin; Cody Bum-
pus, Tipton County; Brian 
Smith, Weakley County; 
Robert Craig, Dyer County; 

Mike Cary, Carroll Coun-
ty; Jayson Keel, Henderson 
County; George Chism, 
Shelby County; Randy Gei-
ger, Henry County; Reggie 
Crenshaw, Shelby County; 
James Farmer, Haywood 
County; Mike Gill, Tipton 
County; Ryan White, Car-
roll County; Mark Barber, 
Chester County; Dr. Michael 
O’Neill, Weakley County 
and UT Martin; Josh Tid-

well, Hardin County; Norm 
Bauer, Haywood County; 
and Alan Hooper, Hardin 
County; Grayson Chan-
dler, Gibson County; Justin 
Roach, Henderson Coun-
ty; Shane Paschall, Henry 
County; Henry Kilpatrick, 
Madison County; Zachary 
Marbrey, Gibson County; 
Justin Crice, Weakley Coun-
ty; and Daniel Richardson, 
Benton County.

The WestStar Leadership Class of 2026 is pictured. Submitted photo

WestStar Graduates 36th Class

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (June 17) — 
Hometown Health Clinic 
hosted a Back-to-School Blitz 
Wednesday at the pediatric 
office on Hospital Drive. The 
event, with the theme “Ho-
mer’s Fun Day on the Farm,” 
aimed to remind parents to 
schedule well visits for their 
school-age children as well 
as provide a fun day of ac-
tivities during the summer 
break.

Kids enjoyed sno cones, 
games such as cornhole, 
temporary tattoos, give-
aways, door prizes and a 
petting zoo by A&B Minis 
and Mobile Petting Zoo of 
McKenzie.

The petting zoo includ-
ed goats, sheep, chickens, 
an alpaca, a donkey and a 
tortoise.

Parents were provided 
with a handy checklist for 
back-to-school preparedness:

*Schedule your child’s 
back-to-school check-up.

*Buy school supplies. 
Communicate with your 
school to find out everything 
your child will need for the 
year.

*Get back into a good 
sleeping habit. Elementa-
ry-aged kids should get 10-
12 hours of sleep, and teens 
should aim for 8.5-9.5 hours 
of sleep.

*Create a quiet area for 
reading and homework.

*Watch backpack weight. 
Heavy backpacks can strain a 
child’s growing body, includ-
ing their muscles and joints.

*Calm back-to-school jit-
ters. If your child is feeling 
anxious about going back 
to school, physical activity 
may help.

*Keep meals healthy and 
interesting. Have fun creating 
menu items that your child 
likes.

*Wash your hands. We 
should remember the im-
portance of hand washing, 
both at school, at home and 
anywhere in public.

Hometown Health Hosts 
Back-to-School Blitz

Above, Helping run the Back-to-School Blitz were (L to 
R) Hometown Health Front Office Director Amber Sul-
livan, counselor Skylar McFarlin, Marketing Director 
Ellen Pruitt (with son Mason, 8) and volunteer Jensen 
Sullivan.  Below, Parker Cantrell, 9, tosses a cornhole 
bag as he plays against Kip Warmath, 8. Tate Warmath, 
11, enjoys a sno cone as he spectates. Photos by Brad 
Sam/The Banner

Kids enjoyed a petting zoo by A&B Minis, joined by members of the Hometown 
Health staff. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKENZIE (June 18) — The Backroad Truckers headlined the City of McKenzie’s 
Nights on Broadway event Thursday, June 18. Due to an early-evening rain storm, 
the performance was moved from Banner Row to inside Park Theatre. A local, 
Henry County based band, the Backroad Truckers performed a wide array of 
music — from classic rock songs to some newer bluegrass tunes. Photo by Lyndsey 
Summers/The Banner

The Backroad Truckers Play Nights 
On Broadway in Park Theatre

mid-March. Now, her home 
appears almost complete, 
with construction primar-
ily taking place inside the 
house.

Johnson, a longtime McK-
enzie resident and four-year 
volunteer with Habitat for 
Humanity, has named her 
home “God’s Glory.”

“This is a blessing from 
the Lord,” she said. “There 
is nothing I did to deserve 
this. This is all God who has 
done this.”

Johnson said she visits the 
house nearly every day — 
sometimes driving by after 
work and sometimes stop-
ping to walk around the prop-
erty. As of Friday, Johnson 
was not sure when the home 
would be move-in ready.

“This is a dream come 
true,” Johnson said. “Words 
cannot express it. I am truly 
thankful."

Habitat
...From Front Page

Left, Reed Stewart shovels dirt, looking at another volunteer for guidance.  Right, 
Skyler Milam shovels dirt, making room for new flowers in front of JayAnn 
Johnson’s new home. Photos by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Norah Milam collects potting soil to cushion a 
potted plant. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

— Hollow Rock Fire De-
partment Fireworks Show 
and Music at Central High 
School.

Saturday, July 4 at dark 
—  E a st v i e w  Fi re w o rk s 
Show at the Carroll Coun-
ty Fairgrounds.

Events compiled by the 
Carroll County Chamber 
o f  C o m m e r c e .  T i m e s 
and dates are subject to 
change.

Gleason Happy Birthday 
America Celebration
A  H a p p y  B i r t h d a y 

America 250th Anniversa-
ry celebration is in down-
town Gleason on Friday, 
July 3. A parade begins 
at 6 p.m. Local talent be-
gins at 6:30 p.m. featuring 
Hadley Garrison and Jade 
Kowalewski. A classic car 
cruise-in is on Magnolia 
Avenue at  7 p.m. Fire-
works are at 9 p.m.

July 4
...From Front Page

The all-day event be-
gan with a mid-morning 
parade through down-
town and ended with a 
dance at the civic center. 
In between, there was 
great food, fun activities, 
vendors and plenty of 
fellowship.

The event, now in its 
sixth year, is organized 
by the Carroll  County 
Juneteenth Committee, 
led by Chairperson Jobina 
Gordon.

Juneteenth, also known 
as Freedom Day, is offi-

cially observed on June 19 
to commemorate the end 
of slavery in the United 
States. On that day in 1865, 
the final enforcement of 
the Emancipation Procla-
mation was ordered. June-
teenth was recognized as 
a federal holiday in 2021.

Gordon told The Banner 
the event was all about 
unity. “From where we 
have come until now, and 
we’re still fighting for that 
in some instances. Some 
people still don’t believe 
in unity.

“It’s about our commu-
nity coming together. We 
don’t come together as 
much as we used to. I want 
to try to start that back.”

She explained what she 
hopes people see from the 
county celebration. “That 
we can always still come 
together, no matter what. 
Everybody is waiting on 
everybody to do some-
thing, but somebody has to 
stand up to make it come 
together.”

To that end, she credited 
Tiffany King for pushing 
her to make the event a 
reality and for being in-
strumental in organizing 
the parade.

King told The Banner, 
“I’m just glad we can still 
do it and be a part of Car-
roll County. Maybe next 
year we can grow it.”

Juneteenth
...From Front Page

Chris Harris (left) and Dale Harris ride their horses in the Juneteenth Parade in 
downtown Huntingdon Saturday. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner
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following schedule: Gen-
eral Fund ($16,585,876); 
Solid Waste/Sanitation 
Fund ($2,523,789); Grant 
Fund ($2,144,763); Drug 
Control Fund ($121,802); 
American Rescue Plan 
Fund ($2,495,699); High-
way Fund ($4,630,935); 
General Purpose School 
F u n d  ( $ 4 , 1 6 6 , 0 9 5 ) ; 
School Transportation 
($973,040); General Debt 
($439,314)

 Resolution 6-06-2026 
f i x e s  t h e  Ta x  L e v y  i n 
Carroll  County for the 
Fiscal Year 2026-27. The 
combined property tax 
rate for Carroll County 
for a year shall be $0.88 
on each $1000 of taxable 
p r o p e r t y ,  w h i c h  i s  t o 
provide revenue for each 
of  the following funds 
and otherwise conforms 
to the following levies: 
General ($0.6782); Solid 

Waste ($0.0526); High-
way ($0.0772);  School 
Transportation ($0.047); 
G e n e ra l  D e b t  S e r v i c e 
($0.025).

 Resolution 6-05-2026 
makes appropriations to 
Non-Profit Organizations 
of Carroll County for the 
Fiscal Year 2026-27. The 
nonprofit organizations 
in Carroll County receiv-
ing funding are reflected 
below:  Carroll  County 
Rescue Squad ($8,000); 
Gordon Browning Mu-
seum ($5,000); McKen-
z i e  M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y 
($6,000);  Carl  Perkins 
C e n t e r  ( $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 ) ;  T N 
Rehab Center ($1,500); 
Carroll County Shooting 
Sports  Park ($10,000); 
W R A P  O r g a n i z a t i o n 
($3,823); CASA of Carroll 
County ($2,000).  Total 
contribution to non-profit 
organizations is $61,323.

 Resolution 4-07-2026 
(amended) - updates Pay-
roll Policy and Transition 
to Biweekly Pay for Days 
Worked Structure.  The 
amended proposed poli-

cy follows a new biweekly 
payroll schedule (26 pay 
periods per year), while 
ensuring compensation 
is based solely on actual 
days worked, approved 
leave,  and re cognize d 
h o l i d a y s,  a n d  f u r t h e r 
establishes that all holi-
days will be paid in the 
pay period in which they 
occur and will  no lon-
ger be banked or carried 
forward for any depart-
ment in Carroll County 
Government.

 Resolution 6-01-2026 
adopts the Carroll County 
Fire Department Stan-
dard Operating Manu-
al,  Standard Operating 
Guidelines, and Standard 
Operating Procedures.

 Resolution 6-02-2026 
amends the General Fund 
Budget for End of Year.

 Resolution 6-03-2026 
amends the Solid Waste 
Fund Budget for End of 
Year.

 Resolution 6-04-2026 
amends the Drug Fund 
Budget for End of Year.

Budget
...From Front Page

Heath recognized the 
banquet sponsors, Allegion, 
Centennial Bank, Carroll 
Bank and Trust and Home-
town Health Clinic.

M a y o r  R y a n  G r i f f i n 
blessed the meal, which 
was provided by the Bethel 
cafeteria.

After dinner, Heath re-
sumed the program with 
re c o g n i t i o n  o f  c u r re n t 
board members.

I n d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p -
ment Board members are 
Chairman John Wright, 
Vice-Chairman Chuck Sis-
son, Secretary-Treasurer 
Mark Anderson, Craig Hob-
son, Chris Nelson, Logan 
Drewry, Daniel Hollowell, 
John Hodgson and Letha 
Basford.

Chamber Board mem-
bers are Chairman Myra 
Carlock, Co-Chairman Matt 
Aird, Secretary-Treasurer 
Shawna Fowler, Mark An-
derson, Drew Beeler, Will 
Record, Caleb Orr, Jason 
Martin and Noah McEwen.

Special recognition was 
given to three retiring in-
dustrial board members for 
their years of service and 
commitment to McKenzie’s 
growth: Dennis Coleman 
(11 years), Ricky Price (sev-
en years) and Joel Wash-
burn (12 years).

Myra Carlock, the out-
going Chamber president, 
was also honored in ab-
sentia. Heath said, “Myra 
has served with kindness, 
dedication and a genuine 

love for McKenzie.”
Jason Martin presented 

the Chamber Champion 
Award to Misty Aird, saying, 
“Thank you for believing 
in the Chamber, support-
ing our work and helping 
strengthen the relationships 
that make our business 
community successful.”

More Chamber Awards 
were presented next. Two 
finalists were announced 
for each award before the 
winner was presented a 
plaque.

Shawna Fowler present-
ed the Small Business of 
the Year Award to The Sil-
ly Goose Children’s Shop, 
owned by Zeke and Kaitlyn 
Henderson. The other final-
ist was Bobby Gee’s Diner.

Will Record presented the 
Large Business of the Year 
Award to Baptist Memorial 
Hospital-Carroll County. 
Accepting the award was 
Sarah Pitcher, Manager of 
Marketing and Physician 
Relations. The other finalist 
was L.I. Smith and Associ-
ates, Inc.

Matt Aird presented the 
Nonprofit of the Year Award 
to CASA of Henderson and 
Carroll Counties. Accepting 
the award was Kim Smith, 
Program Director for Car-
roll County. The other final-
ist was The Rotary Club of 
McKenzie.

Mark Anderson present-
ed the Business Person of 
the Year Award to Dr. Jay 
Phipps of Phipps Pharmacy. 
The other finalist was Gary 
Simmons.

Caleb Orr introduced the 
keynote speaker, Patrick 
Smith, PE, PLS, owner and 

president of L.I. Smith and 
Associates, Inc.

Smith is a Henry Coun-
ty native and a licensed 
professional engineer and 
professional land surveyor.

In his address, Smith em-
phasized the importance of 
developing local talent to 
foster community growth. 
He said, “The communities 
that thrive aren’t necessari-
ly the communities with the 
most resources. They’re the 
communities that do the 
best job developing people.”

Smith shared how L.I. 
Smith successfully retains 
employees by investing in 
benefits, professional devel-
opment and flexible sched-
ules, demonstrating that 
professional opportunities 
and a high quality of life are 
achievable outside major 
cities.

He highlighted Bethel 
University as a vital institu-
tion for nurturing local tal-
ent, citing several graduates 
who have built successful 
careers in the region.

S m i t h  c o n c l u d e d  b y 
stressing that leadership 
involves a willingness to 
invest in people’s poten-
tial, even before certainty of 
success. He said, “The tree 
doesn’t bear fruit the first 
day it’s planted. Somebody 
has to plant it. Somebody 
has to water it. Somebody 
has to protect it. Somebody 
has to believe it’s worth the 
effort. Communities are no 
different.”

Heath closed the banquet 
by awarding door prizes, 
thanking everyone involved 
and congratulating award 
winners and nominees.

Chamber
...From Front Page

Top, Outgoing Industrial Development Board members (L to R) Joel Washburn, 
Ricky Price and Dennis Coleman were honored for their service. Photo by Brad 
Sam/The Banner  Above, The Silly Goose Children’s Shop was presented the Small 
Business of the Year Award. Shawna Fowler (left) presented the award to owners 
Kaitlyn and Zeke Henderson.  Below Left, (L to R) McKenzie Chamber Executive 
Director Monica Heath and keynote speaker Patrick Smith.  Below Right, Misty 
Aird (left) was presented the Chamber Champion Award by Jason Martin.  Bottom 
Left, Baptist Memorial Hospital-Carroll County was presented the Large Business 
of the Year Award. Will Record (left) presented the award to Sarah Pitcher, Man-
ager of Marketing and Physician Relations.  Bottom Right, Dr. Jay Phipps (left) was 
presented the Business Person of the Year Award by Mark Anderson. Photos by Joel 
Washburn/The Banner

A l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  i n 
the June 17 meeting was 
the Huntingdon Special 
School District’s new app, 
which Director of Schools 
Dr. Jonathan Kee said will 
become the district’s new 
communication platform.

“We are tr ying to be 
more conne cte d,”  Ke e 
said. The district will of-
ficially roll out the app in 
July and August. 

T h e  n e w  a p p  c a n 
be found by searching 
“ H u n t i n g d o n  S p e c i a l 
Schools” on the app store.

The school board ap-
proved the consent agen-
da in a sweeping vote — 
approving the balance 
sheets and minutes from 
the May meeting, summer 
programming for fiscal 
year 2026, CTE Perkins 
Basic for fiscal year 2027, 
consolidated funding for 
IDE A/ESE A grants  for 
fiscal year 2027, budget 
amendments, the 2026-27 
differentiated pay plan, 
the Artificial Intelligence 
Programs annual report 

and the textbook adop-
tion list.

T h e  b o a r d  a l s o  a p -
p r o v e d  t h e  2 0 2 6 - 2 7 
district student/parent 
handbook and the 2024-
25 district Finance Audit. 
They approved a request 
for the high school vol-
leyball team to attend an 
overnight camp in Cape 
Girardeau, Mo.

The board approved 
third grade teacher Ja-
mie Huss and sixth grade 
teacher  Erica Si l ls  for 
tenure. 

Pending their July bud-
get meeting, the board 
approved a request  to 
operate on the 2025-26 
school year budget.

Meggs and Reed then 
spoke to the school board 
a b o u t  t h e i r  su m m e r s. 
They each attended the 
HOBY Leadership Camp 
at Vanderbilt Universi-
ty — Meggs as a Junior 
Facilitator and Reed as 
an Ambassador. Meggs 
spoke about recent Mus-
tang Mentor training ses-
sions and a University 
of Tennessee at Martin 
training session. 

School Board Chairman 
Dr.  Lee Carter said he 
had applied for Hunting-

don High School’s Jobs 
for America’s Graduates 
(JAG) Program and the 
Mustang Mentors to be 
a topic at this year’s Ten-
nessee School Board As-
sociation conference.

“I want folks to know all 
the good things we have 
going on in Huntingdon,” 
Carter said. 

Dr. Kee informed the 
school board of an up-
coming community lun-
cheon on July 17 at 11:30 
a.m. in the Huntingdon 
High School cafeteria. He 
said the luncheon was the 
district’s way of saying 
“thank you” to everyone 
who has shown their sup-
port in the past school 
year.

Pa u l  Wa r d  S t a d i u m 
recently underwent mi-
n o r  re n ov a t i o n s,  w i t h 
15 concrete steps being 
repaired. 

The school board’s next 
meeting is July 22. The 
board’s budget workshop 
b e g i n s  a t  4  p. m . ,  a n d 
the regular meeting will 
follow. 

The Huntingdon school 
board meets at the Hunting-
don Board of Education, 
located at 585 High Street. 

Lila Reed and Katherine Meggs made their debut as new student school board 
representatives during the June 17 meeting. Pictured (L to R): 2026-27 Hunting-
don Special School District Board of Education members — Kennedy White, Dr. 
Lee Carter, Dr. Morgan Butler, Lila Reed, Katherine Meggs, Dr. Jonathan Kee 
and Clay Nolen. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

App
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TENNESSEE (June 17) 
— Neil Thompson, Dis-
trict Attorney General of 
the 24th Judicial District, 
has been re-elected to 
serve on the Tennessee 
District Attorneys Gener-
al Conference (TNDAGC) 
Executive Committee. 

Chosen by his fellow 
District Attorneys Gen-
eral across the state, Gen. 
Thompson — a Henr y 
Countian — will continue 
to play a crucial role in 
guiding the overall ad-
ministration of justice in 
Tennessee.

“It  is an honor to be 
chosen to serve a third 
t e r m  o n  t h e  E x e c u -
tive Committee,”  G en. 
Thompson said. “I look 
forward to representing 
my district and continu-
ing the fight for justice for 
all Tennesseans.”

G en.  Thompson has 
served as District Attor-
ney General for the 24th 
Judicial District — which 
includes Benton, Carroll, 
Decatur, Hardin and Hen-

ry counties — since 2022. 
Prior to taking office, 

he built a successful pri-
vate law practice in Henry 
County, representing cli-
ents in courts throughout 
the 24th Judicial District 
and arguing cases before 
the Tennessee Court of 
Criminal  Appeals  and 
the Tennessee Supreme 
Court.

While  attending law 
school, Gen. Thompson 

also served as a probation 
officer with the Tennes-
see Board of Probation 
and Parole, beginning a 
career dedicated to the 
administration of justice.

“The Executive Com-
mittee plays a critical role 
in the decisions we make 
to strengthen public safe-
ty, focused on effective 
administration of justice 
across this great state,” 
said TNDAGC Executive 
Director, Stephen Crump. 
“I am confident General 
Thompson will  uphold 
this responsibility admi-
rably and advance our 
important work.”

The Tennessee District 
Attorneys General Con-
ference was created by 
the G eneral  Assembly 
in 1961 to provide for a 
more prompt and effi-
cient administration of 
justice in the courts of 
the state. It is composed 
of the elected District At-
torneys General from the 
state’s 32 judicial districts.

District Attorney General 
Neil Thompson

Neil Thompson Re-Elected to Serve on 
State District Attorneys Executive Board
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HUNKER DOWN WITH KES
Hula Hoops Can Lead to Good Health

Things In My Head with Charles Manfredi

Life is so much fun. I don’t care 
where you are on the journey. 
I was at the physical therapist 
getting adjusted to my new hip. 
As a warmup treatment the very 
nice 13-year-old board certified 
instructor had me rotating my 
hips in a circular motion. I was 
doing a terrible job of it.

Let me make a couple of obser-
vations early here. The young lady 
was undoubtedly a little older 
than 13. At my age everybody un-
der 30 looks like a teenager. And 
there is a very understandable 
reason I was struggling getting 
both hips to cooperate.

My left hip was doing fine. But 
my brand-new right hip, well, it 
isn’t very “hip” at the moment. 
It wasn’t with me in 1960 when 
me and Mar y Hadley Hayden 
were twisting the night away with 
Chubby Checker. My new hip has 
never done the Mash Potato, Lo-
co-Motion, Watusi, or the Monster 
Mash.  

Good gracious alive, I’d have 
to rock ‘n’ roll to 250 hours of 
Carl Perkins singing “Boppin’ the 
Blues” to get any new body part 
up to speed! No wonder I was 
failing this hip rotation lesson. 
“You know,” the young therapist 
was searching with all her might 
to help me visualize what she 
wanted me to do, “it’s like twirling 
a hula hoop around you.”

WHAT?
I couldn’t believe this wonder-

ful young lady, as serious and 
well-meaning as she was, would 
possibly know any more about 
hula hoops than she did about 
Carl Perkins. The hula hoop craze 
was certainly WAY before her 
time. It actually preceded Chubby 
Checker, Dee Dee Sharp, Little 
Eva, and Bobby “Boris” Pickett.     

But she did strike a familiar 
chord. I was in the waning years 
of my elementary school career 
when Joe Gooch came gyrating 
down Stonewall Street with this 
round, plastic hoop orbiting his 
body. It was the first one I’d ever 
seen. We are talking summer of 
1958, or maybe ’59.

Every kid in town had two good 
hips back in those days. And our 
entire neighborhood gang was 
young, limber, and so eager for 
anything new and different; we 
were hula hooping fools in one 
afternoon of practice.

Me and Kong King would hula 
hoop all the way to town in the 
back of Mr. Roy Manley’s pickup. 
I’ve seen Brenda Ellis with hoops 
twirling around her neck, waist, 
and knees at the same time. Em-
ily Scarbrough, who was more 
talented than most, could “spin 
that hoop” while she was skipping 
rope.  

We had contests to see who 

could keep it going the longest. 
We’d also twirl  i t  around our 
wrist, elbow, and upper arm. We 
could spin it to music, in the rain, 
when it was dark, or while we 
were eating a two pack of Hostess 
Twinkies. A hoop cost less than 
two dollars. You could have one 
in your bedroom, another on the 
porch, and a spare hanging on the 
clotheslines.  

And not all hula hoops were 
black. When folks today think 
back on the 1950’s they tend to 
“see” the entire decade in black 
and white. Black was my favorite, 
but they had red, yellow, and or-
ange. There were striped hoops. 
And neon ones. Some sparkled. 
Within a year or so, it was like 
Alice’s Restaurant, “you could get 
anything you want.”

The most fun we had with those 
things was when the novelty of 
just spinning it around your body 
wore off, and our internal enter-
tainment mechanisms kicked in. 
We began to use them like the 
old wooden and metal hoops that 
kids rolled along beside them for 
centuries.

We’d run to town throwing them 
way out in front of us with reverse 
spin and let it  “come back” to 
us. We raced forward to catch it 
before it fell, and sling it again! 
David Mark and I cut one in two. 
Then halved it once more. It was 
a cross between a limber tree limb 
and a light rubber rope. We’d back 
up a step armed with our “piece” 
and whip the ever-loving daylights 
out of each other.

Leon had it down to an art. He 
would tie used hay bailing strings 
together and fasten one end se-
curely to a hula hoop. He’d make 
me and Dave “stampede” across 
the backyard where he would 
chase after us swinging that hula 
hoop over his head. I didn’t mind 
being lassoed with the thing, but 
that sudden stop when the rope 
ran out would jerk you off your 
feet and bring you crashing to 
the ground.

We learned to live with it. What 
I  couldn’t  stand was when he 
grabbed you before you could get 
up, rolled you over on your stom-
ach, tied your hands behind your 
back with another string, jerked 
your pants down while lighting 
a match at the same time so he 
could burn his brand into your 
backside.    

You know, as I think on this, 
all the 13-year-old therapist has 
to do is throw a hula hoop lasso 
over me and strike a match…I will 
show her some hip moves that 
Carl Perkins never even dreamed 
about….

Respectfully,
Kes

kesley45@aol.com

THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON

McKENZIE — The McK-
enzie Special School District 
(MSSD) Board of Education 
meets Tuesday, June 30, in the 
MSSD Central Office for a bud-
get workshop followed by a 
regular board meeting. 

Beginning at 5:30 p.m., the 
school board will have a pre-
liminary discussion of MSSD’s 
2026-27 budget. The official 
budget approval meeting is 
Tuesday, July 7, at 5:30 p.m.

At approximately 6:30 p.m., 
the June 30 meeting will change 
course, becoming a regular 
board meeting.

The following new business 
items are listed on the regular 
meeting agenda:

-  Consider  for  approval 
McKenzie SSD budget amend-
ment(s) (25-26 year-end).

- Consider for approval Gen-
eral Fund Expense Accounts for 
MES, MMS and MHS.

- Consider for approval, on 
Second Reading, amendments 
to the McKenzie Special School 
District Board of Education 
Policy Manual: 1.804 Drug-
Free Workplace, 2.400 Reve-
nues, 5.114 Personnel Records, 
5.200 Separation Practices for 
Tenured Teachers, 5.201 Sep-
aration Practices for Non-Ten-
ured Teachers, 5.202 Separation 
Practices for Non-Certified Em-
ployees, 5.400 Personnel Health 
Examinations/Communicable 
Diseases, 5.403 Drug & Alcohol 
Testing for Employees, 5.606 
Staff-Community Relations, 
5.608 Tutoring for Pay, 5.800 
Director of Schools.

- Consider for approval use 

of Standards-based Progress 
Monitoring (report cards) for 
kindergarten at McKenzie Ele-
mentary School.

- Consider for approval McK-
enzie Elementary gym floor 
upgrades.

- Consider for approval bid 
request process for Back-Flow 
Preventors at McKenzie Middle, 
Maintenance Shop, and McK-
enzie High Outdoor Classroom.

- Consider for approval re-
placement of perimeter fence 
at MSSD football field/practice 
field(s).

- Consider for approval floor-
ing option/bid for MMS re-
strooms update.

- MSSD AI Report.
- HR Report.
- Adjourn.

McKenzie Schools to Have Budget Workshop

H U N T I N G D O N  —  T h e 
Huntingdon Mayor and Town 
Council meet Tuesday, June 
23, in the meeting room of 
Huntingdon City Hall at 5:15 
p.m. to hold a public hearing 
regarding the Fiscal Year 2026 
Year End Budget Amendment 
and the Fiscal Year 2026 Budget. 

Read the agenda items:
1. Public Hearing relating to 

Fiscal Year 2026 Year End Bud-
get Amendment and Fiscal Year 
2026 Budget.

2. Ordinance No. 657, an or-
dinance to amend Ordinance 
No. 639 same being the General 
Fund, Drug Fund, Solid Waste 
Collection Fund, DCPA Spe-
cial Projects Fund, and Utility 
Fund budgets of the Town of 
Huntingdon, Tennessee, for 
Fiscal Year 2026 (FY-026) (1 Jul 
025 – 30 Jun 026) to provide for 
the routine fiscal year-end re-
view and amendments, second 
and final reading.

3. Ordinance No. 658, an or-
dinance to adopt and approve 
the General Fund, Drug Fund, 
Solid Waste Collection Fund, 
DCPA Special Projects Fund, 
and Utility Fund budgets of 
the Town of Huntingdon, Ten-
nessee, for Fiscal Year 2027 
(FY-027) (1 Jul 026 – 30 Jun 027) 
and adopt property tax rate for 
2026 Tax Year, second and final 
reading.

4. Ordinance No. 659, an or-
dinance to delete Title 7 of the 
Huntingdon Municipal Code 
relating to Fire Protection and 
Fireworks; and to create a new 
Title 7 relating to the same, first 
reading.

5. Resolution No. 026-07, 
a resolution of the Town of 
Huntingdon, Tennessee, au-
thorizing the Town to opt out 
of a water utility rate increase.

6. Consider the appointment 
of Collin Pruett to Planning 
Commission for three year 

term.
7. Consider the Police De-

partment request for retirement 
of canine Kenzie from active 
duty and to transfer ownership 
of Kenzie to Captain Brad Allen.

8. Consider the Fire Depart-
ment request for amendment 
of the department’s policy and 
procedure manual for the addi-
tion of Chapter 33 Emergency 
Call-Outs Compensation.

9. Consider the Fiscal Year 
2025 Audit report.

10. Consider entering into an 
agreement with ATA, PC for the 
Fiscal Year 2026 audit contract.

- Suspension of the rule on 
agenda items

1. Consider the approval 
of a Memorandum of Under-
standing between the Town of 
Huntingdon and The Friends 
of The Dixie, Inc. (a 501 (c)(3) 
Non-Profit Corporation).

Huntingdon to Hold Public Budget Hearing

I'm quite certain what I'm 
about to describe is not the way 
things really work, but in my 
imagination, it makes me feel 
warm and safe.

Suppose in heaven there is a 
massive wall, and on that wall 
there is a tiny light that rep-
resents every person on earth. 
It’s The Prayer Wall. 

Whenever someone prays for 
themselves, their light shines, 
and whenever they pray for 
someone else, a beam of light 
travels from their light to the 
spot on The Prayer Wall of the 
person they’re praying for. 

Legions of angels monitor 
The Prayer Wall day and night 
(actually, there is no night in 
heaven, but you get the point), 
and they report to the angel in 

charge of the wall.
Got the picture?
Well, several years ago, one of 

our daughters was in the hospi-
tal, hovering between life and 
death, kept alive by machines. 
It was a dark and scary time.

Almost immediately, angels 
monitoring the wall noticed 
a number of lights traveling 
to the exact same spot—our 
daughter’s place on the wall, 
as friends and family learned 
what was going on. However, 
as the hours and days passed, 
the number of light beams 
multiplied into the thousands, 
coming from all over the earth 
as word spread of the tragedy. 

There were so many that the 
angel in charge was notified 
and after a quick look, spirit-

ed away to the throne of the 
Father. 

“Father God, you must come 
see this.”

Never doubting his messen-
gers, God took a look at The 
Prayer Wall himself. 

“Something big is happening, 
something very important and 
meaningful to many people,” 
he said. 

Then he knelt and looked 
down at our daughter. 

“This is the work of Beelze-
bub, The Liar. Let the prayers 
sweep him away. Touch the 
hands and minds of those tend-
ing to her, for I will that she 
should live. We will give her 
another chance.”

Two weeks later, our daugh-
ter was sitting up, talking and 
making conversation because 
prayers got God’s attention.

Never underestimate the 
power of prayer.

The Prayer Wall

Poll workers are the backbone 
of Tennessee elections, and 
several counties across the 
state are in need of more poll 
workers before the August and 
November elections. According 
to the Tennessee Secretary of 
State, Carroll County is one of 
35 counties in need.

During early voting and on 
Election Day, poll workers help 
polling sites in their community 
run smoothly by conducting 
a variety of tasks including 
greeting voters,  answering 
questions, explaining how to 
cast a ballot and use the voting 
equipment, and counting votes. 
They play an essential role in 

ensuring the security, accuracy 
and integrity of the electoral 
process.

Poll workers are compensated 
for working during early voting 
and on Election Day and for 
attending any required training 
sessions.

Tennesseans who are 16 years 
of age or older — regardless 
of political affiliation — are 
eligible to apply to be a poll 
worker. Those who are 18 or 
older must be a registered voter 
in the county.

Poll workers must be able 
t o  r e a d  a n d  w r i t e  i n  t h e 
English language, cannot be 
a candidate or a close relative 

of a candidate, and cannot 
be supervised by a county or 
municipal elected official on 
the ballot.

The following government 
employees can serve as poll 
workers: all city, county and 
m e t ro  e m p l o y e e s  ( u n l e s s 
working directly under the 
supervision of an elected official 
on the ballot) and all State of 
Tennessee employees. Federal 
employees should consult their 
Human Resources Department 
to ensure eligibility.

Apply  to  be come a  pol l 
worker at GoVoteTN.gov.

Carroll County in Need of Poll Workers

? Have An Opinion?
Tell us about it.  
E-mail us: banner@mckenziebanner.com

Please include your name, 
address and phone number 
(phone number will not be 

published). Name and address 
are required for publication.



mckenziebanner.com • The McKenzie Banner • McKenzie, Tenn. • Tuesday, June 23, 2026 • Page 5OBITUARIES • CALENDAR

ObituariesCALENDAR
OF EVENTSF F OFFF TSNEVVEEV

1200 S. Miles Ave.
Union City, TN 
731-885-1033

8725 Hwy. 436
McKenzie, TN 38201

731-352-5769

Hwy. 45 at Front St.
Milan, TN 38358

731-686-1750

Monument Co.
Quality Craftsmanship at Comparable Prices
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When you’re ready, we’re here.
No letters, no agents.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45

Greenfield, TN 38230

Traditional & Custom Headstones
 Etchings • Benches • Pet Markers 
Cremation Memorials • And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Our funeral plans have the protection by the 
State of Tennessee through Tennessee 

Pre-Paid Funeral Benefi ts Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222

Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811
A5091/TF
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BRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME

All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE
731-642-7171
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THE BREADWINNER (PG)

Tues.  4:35 • 7:35
Wed.  1:35 • 4:35 • 7:35

Thurs.  4:35 • 7:35

BACKROOMS (R)

Tues.  4:35 • 7:35
Wed.  1:35 • 4:35 • 7:35

Thurs.  4:35 • 7:35

SCARY MOVIE (R)

Tues.  4:30 • 7:30
Wed.  1:30 • 4:30 • 7:30

Thurs.  4:30 • 7:30

DISCLOSURE DAY (PG-13)
Tues.  4:25 • 7:25

Wed.  1:25 • 4:25 • 7:25
Thurs.  4:25 • 7:25

TOY STORY 5 (PG)

Tues.  4:30 (3D) • 7:30
Wed.  1:30 • 4:30 (3D) • 7:30

Thurs.  4:30 (3D) • 7:30

MASTERS OF THE 
UNIVERSE (PG-13)

Tues.  4:25 • 7:25
Wed.  1:25 • 4:25 • 7:25

Thurs.  4:25 • 7:25
R2
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37
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Friday & Saturday

June 26 • 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
June 27 • 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

HOUSE OF SHELIA LOWE

Men’s clothes (2XL), girls’ clothes 
(3T, 4T, 5T, some 6), some women’s 

clothes (1XL-2XL), 2 full size top 
mattresses, car seat, stroller, 

too much to mention. Everyone 
welcomed. Come and see.

225 Bell Store Rd
McKENZIE

First blacktop road past
D&D Service Center, off  of Hwy 22

YARDSaleSale
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RAIN OR SHINE

731-571-1491

JERRY D. 
WEATHERFORD
1936 — 2026

McKENZIE — Funeral 
services for Jerry D. Weath-
erford are on Wednesday, 
June 24, 2026, at 2 p.m. 
at Brummitt-McKenzie 
Funeral Home. The fam-
ily will receive friends on 
Wednesday,  12-2 p.m. 
I n t e r m e n t  w i l l  f o l l o w 
at Mt Olivet Cemetery, 
McKenzie.

Mr. Weatherford, 89, 
died at Dogwood Pointe 
Senior  Living on June 
21, 2026. He was born 
in Trezevant on June 30, 
1936, to Charlie and Odil-
lion Bateman Weather-
ford. He was a shipping 
inspector at Milan Arse-
nal, a funeral assistant at 
Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home and a member 
of McKenzie First United 
Methodist Church.

He is survived by his son, 
Kelly (Clara) Weatherford; 
three granddaughters, Jul-
yeanne Weatherford (Gar-
rett Maria), Anna Weath-
erford, and Charli Weath-
erford; and a brother, Joe 
Pat (Brenda) Weatherford.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents; his wife, 
Mary Highfill Weather-
ford; and a brother, Jimmy 
Weatherford.

Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home.

CAROL PINSON
1947 — 2026

H U N T I N G D O N  — 
Mrs. Carol Pinson, 79, of 
Huntingdon, died Sat-
urday, June 20, 2026, at 
Jackson Madison County 
General Hospital.

Funeral services were 
Monday, June 22, 2026, 
at Huntingdon Church of 
Christ. Interment was at 
Carroll Memorial Gardens 
in McKenzie. Dr. Walter 
Butler officiated.

Carol was born June 16, 
1947, and was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Houston Newsome and 
Nell Newsome.

She is survived by her 
h u s b a n d ,  J i m m y  P i n -
son of Huntingdon; two 
daughters, Cindy (Stac-
ey) Cole of Huntingdon, 
and Pam (Mike) Pursley 
of Murfreesboro; one son, 
Chad (Edyee) Pinson of 
Huntingdon; three broth-
ers, David (Cindy) Fuller 
of Maryville, Tenn., Dale 
Newsome of Huntingdon, 
and Larry (Diane) New-
some of Huntingdon; nine 

grandchildren, and five 
great-grandchildren.

ELMER LEE 
MANESS

1944 — 2026
Mr. Elmer Lee Maness, 

81, of Westport, Tenn., died 
Friday, June 19, 2026, at his 
home.

Funeral services are in 
the Chapel of Chase Funer-
al Home on Saturday, June 
27, 2026, at 1 p.m. Burial 
will follow in Mt. Comfort 
Cemetery in Westport.

The family will receive 
friends in the Cherrywood 
Room of Chase Funeral 
Home on Friday, 3-5 p.m. 
and on Saturday from 10 
a.m. until the time of the 
service.

Mr. Maness was born on 
November 2, 1944, in Lex-
ington, Tenn.

He is survived by his 
wife, Felicidad Maness; and 
a son, Cody Lee Maness.

WILLIAM
‘MR. BILLY’ SMITH

1940 — 2026
HUNTINGDON — Mr. 

William L. “Mr. Billy” Smith, 
85, of Huntingdon, died 
Friday, June 19, 2026, at 
his residence surrounded 
by family.

Funeral services were 
Sunday, June 21, 2026, in 
the Chapel of Dilday-Carter 
Funeral Home. Interment 
was at Concord Cemetery 
in Westport, Tenn. Brother 
Mickey Lewis and Brother 
Bill Douglas officiated.

Billy was born July 7, 
1940, to the late W.J. Smith 
and Edna “Helene” Jack-
son Smith. In addition to 
his parents, he is preced-
ed in death by his brother, 
Daryce “Randell” Smith. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 64 years, Wilma Floyd 
Smith of Huntingdon; two 
daughters, Cynthia-Denise 
(Tony) Taylor of Hunting-
don, and Deion Smith of 
Nashville; one son, Lin 
(Lisa) Smith of Huntingdon; 
six grandchildren; fourteen 
great-grandchildren; one 
great-great-grandchild; and 
seven bonus god-children.

Dilday-Carter Funer-
al Home is in charge of 
arrangements.

JERRY NANCE
1944 — 2026

H U N T I N G D O N  — 
Mr. Jerry Nance, 81, of 
Huntingdon, died Friday, 
June 19, 2026, at Baptist 
Memorial  Hospital  in 
Huntingdon.

Jerry was born July 13, 

1944, in McLemoresville 
to the late Felbert Nance 
and Jessie Nance. In ad-
dition to his parents, he is 
preceded in death by two 
brothers, Carman Nance 
and Freeman Nance; and 
three sisters, Thora Nance 
Morris, Flora Nance Wil-
lis and Mary Lois Nance 
Coleman.

He is survived by his 
wife, Joyce Nance; two 
sons, Tyrone Nance and 
Brian Gilbert; three daugh-
ters, Sherry Lewis, Jacque-
line Rolls, and Jessica Lew-
is; two brothers, Cephus 
Nance and Virgil Nance; 
and nine grandchildren.

Dilday Funeral Home.

WESLEY WHISTLE
1960 — 2026

BRUCETON — Mr. Wes-
ley Whistle, 64, of Bruceton, 
died on Wednesday, June 
17, 2026, at his home.

Memorial services are 
incomplete at this time.

Mr. Whistle was born on 
September 1, 1960, in Den-
ver, Colo., and was brought 
into his family and raised 
by the late Lawrence Paul 
and Eddie (Metzger) Whis-
tle. He was also preceded in 
death by a sister.

He is survived by Donita 
Curtis of Huntingdon; and 
three stepchildren, Joseph 
Padilla (Brittany), Joshua 
Howard and Tabitha How-
ard. He is also survived by 
six sisters and two brothers.

Chase Funeral Home.

LINDA PHILLIPS
1956 — 2026

GLEASON — The fam-
ily of Linda L. Phillips, 69, 
announces her death on 
Saturday, June 13, 2026, in 
Gleason.

As requested by Linda, 
no funeral or memorial ser-
vices will be held.

Born on August 19, 1956, 
in Bells, Tenn., to the late 
Elton and Georgia Phillips. 
In addition to her parents, 
she is preceded in death by 
one sister, Deborah Patter-
son; and six brothers, Larry 
Phillips, Melvin Phillips, 
Harold Phillips, Ronald 
Phillips, William Phillips, 
and James “Jimmy” Phillips.

She is survived by her 
son, Joseph W. (Kimber-
ly) Tate Sr. of McKenzie; 
two grandchildren; three 
great-granddaughters; and 
one brother, Andrew Phil-
lips of Dyersburg.

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home.

Saturday, June 27
8 a.m.-2 p.m.
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15 Paw Paw Lane
McKenzie

Boys’ clothes, household 
items, toys, ladies’ clothes 
and shoes, kids’ Halloween 
costumes and more stuff!

Yard Sale
2 Family

THE BANNER
CLOSED JULY 3

The Banner office will 
be closed on Friday, July 3 
in observance of Indepen-
dence Day. The office will 
reopen on Monday, July 6 
at 8:30 a.m.

McKENZIE
FARMER’S MARKET
The McKenzie Farmer’s 

Market, across from City Hall 
on Cedar Street, is open each 
Saturday until the end of Oc-
tober from 8 a.m. until noon.

CARROLL COUNTY 
JULY 4 EVENTS

Friday, July 3 at dark – 
Terry Volunteer Fire De-
partment Fireworks Show

Friday and Saturday, July 
3-4, gates open at 5:30 p.m. 
– Clayhill Motorsports Park 
Freedom and Fireworks 
Celebration Nights

Saturday, July 4 at 5 p.m. 
– Freedom Festival at McK-
enzie Recreational Park

Saturday, July 4 at 5:30 
p.m. – McLemoresville Pa-
rade; Fireworks Show at 
dark

Saturday, July 4 at 6 p.m. 
– Hollow Rock Fire De-
partment Fireworks Show 
and Music at Central High 
School

Saturday, July 4 at dark 
– Eastview Fireworks Show 
a t  t h e  C a r r o l l  C o u n t y 
Fairgrounds

Events compiled by the 
Carroll County Chamber 
of Commerce. Times and 
dates are subject to change.

GLEASON HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY AMERICA 

CELEBRATION
A Happy Birthday Amer-

ica 250th Anniversary cel-
ebration is in downtown 
Gleason on Friday, July 3. 
A parade begins at 6 p.m. 
Local talent begins at 6:30 
p.m. featuring Hadley Gar-
rison and Jade Kowalewski. 
A classic car cruise-in is on 
Magnolia Avenue at 7 p.m. 
Fireworks are at 9 p.m.

CARROLL COUNTY E911 
BUDGET MEETING

The Carroll County Emer-
g e n c y  C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
District Budget Committee 
meets in a regular sched-
uled meeting Tuesday, June 
23 at 5:30 p.m. at 20405 East 
Main Street, Huntingdon. 
Citizens desiring to publicly 
comment at the meeting 
on an agenda item must 
register with the district at 
731-986-8911. A copy of 
the Public Comment Poli-
cy may be obtained at the 
district office, temporarily 
located at 20405 East Main 
Street, Huntingdon.

McKENZIE ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION DECADES 

REUNION
Plans are underway for 

the third annual MHSAA 
Decades Reunion week-
end on September 25-26. 
All MHS alumni are invit-
ed to return to McKenzie 
to reconnect with friends, 
classmates, former teach-
ers through many reunions 
and other planned events. 
Updates on the upcom-
ing weekend will  be on 
the alumni association’s 
Facebook site and in The 
McKenzie Banner. For more 
information, email mcken-
ziehsalumni.tn@gmail.com.

SHERIFF TOWN HALL 
COMING JUNE 30

The McKenzie Banner 
and The Carroll County 
Observer are organizing 
a Carroll County Sheriff ’s 
Town Hall and Community 
Forum on Tuesday, June 
30, 2026 at 6 p.m. at the 
Carroll County Civic Cen-
ter at 201 Mustang Drive 
in Huntingdon to meet the 
three candidates vying for 
the Sheriff ’s position: Eric 
Sawyers, Michael A. Smith 
and Ryan White.

The moderator will be 
retired Circuit Court Judge 

Donald Parish. News media 
will be broadcasting the 
event. Early voting is July 
17-August 1. Election day 
is August 6, 2026.

ALA UNIT 47 FAMILY 
DANCE NIGHT

The American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 47 hosts a 
Family Dance Night every 
Thursday night from 7-9 
p.m. at the Carroll Coun-
ty Civic Center, 201 Fair-
grounds Rd, Huntingdon. 
A different band is featured 
each week. All are welcome 
– singles and/or partners. 
Admission is $8. Limited 
snacks and refreshments 
available for purchase. For 
the band schedule, check 
out our Facebook page: 
American Legion Auxilia-
ry, Huntingdon, TN Unit 47.

MHS CLASS OF
1976 REUNION

McKenzie High School 
Class of 1976 is holding a 
50-year class reunion on 
September 26, 1 p.m. at 
Chandler Farms in McK-
enzie. The event is in con-
junction with the MHS 
Alumni Association annual 
reunion. For more infor-
mation, e-mail Amy Rich 
Carter at amyrcarter58@
gmail.com or Marsha Spain 
Smith at smithmarsha99@
yahoo.com.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB 
AT HOMETOWN HEALTH

Everyone is invited to 
The Breakfast Club every 
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m. 
for coffee, snacks, mingling 
and a light activity. Take 
the chance to connect and 
socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light 
exercise and fun! Bring a 
friend and come make new 
ones at Hometown Health 
Clinic - Pediatrics/Specialty 
Entrance. We can’t wait to 
see you there!

McKENZIE TOPS MEETS 
WEEKLY

Win over weight with 
support and encourage-
ment by meeting with the 
McKenzie Chapter of TOPS 
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
each Monday at 3 p.m. in 
the McKenzie Church of 
Christ gymnasium. The first 
meeting is free. For more 
information, call 731-352-
7309. If no answer, leave a 
message.

CARROLL COMMISSION 
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month, 7 p.m., 
in the Conference Room 
of the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex, High Street, 
Huntingdon. No meetings 
in February and July.

CARROLL COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

MEETS MONTHLY
The Carroll County Dem-

ocratic Party meets the 
second Saturday of every 
month at 10 a.m. at the Car-
roll County Complex at 625 
High Street, Huntingdon.

CARROLL COUNTY 
REPUBLICAN PARTY 
MEETS THURSDAY

T h e  C a r r o l l  C o u n t y 
Republican Party meets 
Thursday, June 25 at 7 p.m. 
in the Huntingdon Munic-
ipal Courtroom located at 
12740 Lexington Street, 
Huntingdon, Tenn. 38344.

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location — 
Adult Education Building, 
14155 Paris Street. Office 
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Classes are offered 
for one-on-one instruction 
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON. 
Fo r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
phone 731-364-5481.

We Will Be Closed 
on Friday, July 3!
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The Carroll County Election Commission has Called the 
General Election to be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2026, 
for the purpose of submitting to qualifi ed, registered voters of 
Carroll County the candidates for the following offi ces:
      
FEDERAL/STATE OFFICES:
• Governor (4-yr term)
• US Senate (6-yr term)
• US House of Representatives District 8 (2-yr term)
• TN House of Representatives District 76 (2-yr term)
• TN House of Representatives District 79 (2-yr term)

MUNICIPAL OFFICES:
• Town of Atwood: Mayor (4-yr term) and two Aldermen (4-yr 

term)
• Town of Bruceton: Mayor (4-yr term), two Aldermen (4-yr 

term), one Alderman (unexpired term)
• Town of Hollow Rock: Mayor (4-yr term), two Aldermen (4-yr 

term), and one Alderman (unexpired term)
• Town of Huntingdon: three Council Members (4-yr term)
• City of McKenzie: Mayor, three Councilmen (4-yr term)
• City of McLemoresville: Mayor, fi ve Aldermen (4-yr term)
• Town of Trezevant: three Aldermen (4-yr term)

FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICES, PETITIONING BEGINS JUNE 22, 
2026 AND THE QUALIFYING DEADLINE FOR ALL POSITIONS IS 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 2026, AT NOON. AND WITHDRAWAL 
DEADLINE IS THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2026, AT NOON.

CALL OF GENERAL ELECTION
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An elderly voter (60 years of age or older) or a voter with a 
disability, whose polling place is not accessible, may choose 
to come to the County Election Commission offi ce to vote 
either during Early Voting or on Election Day by appointment 
or absentee by mail. If the voter chooses to vote at the election 
offi ce on Election Day, the voter must provide the election offi ce 
with written notice by July 27, 2026, of his intention. 

If a voter registered by mail, he must vote in-person in the fi rst 
election in which the voter votes. To request an absentee ballot, 
the voter must do so by July 27, in the Carroll County Election 
Commission Offi ce.

WHEN YOU COME TO EARLY VOTE OR GO TO YOUR PRECINCT 
ON ELECTION DAY, A FEDERAL OR TENNESSEE STATE PHOTO 
ID IS REQUIRED TO VOTE. 

Early Voting is scheduled for July 17 through August 1. Voting 
hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. and Saturdays, July 
18 and 25, and August 1 are 9 a.m.-12 p.m., NOON. Early Voting 
is ONLY at the Election Commission Offi ce.

FEDERAL/STATE PRIMARY & COUNTY
GENERAL ELECTIONS, AUGUST 6, 2026:

NOTICE TO ELDERLY VOTERS AND 
VOTERS WITH DISABILITIES
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CARROLL COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION
625 High Street, Suite 113, Huntingdon, TN  38344

Offi ce 731-986-1968   Fax 731-986-1913 
Email: carroll.commission@tn.gov  

Regular Hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

NASHVILLE (June 15) — 
With a population of only 
379, the city of Clarksburg 
shows that even the small-
est municipality can make 
big progress through col-
laboration and innovation.

As a result of dedicated 
efforts by municipal officials 
to create positive momen-
tum with limited resources, 
the Tennessee Municipal 
League (TML) has honored 
Clarksburg with the Small 
City Progress Award. The 
award will be presented at 
the 86th annual TML Con-
ference and Expo, hosted at 
the MeadowView Confer-
ence Resort & Convention 
Center in Kingsport, Tenn. 
July 9-12, 2026.

Classified as an economi-
cally distressed community, 
Clarksburg meets challeng-
es head-on. When current 
mayor Howell Todd and 
the board of aldermen were 
elected in 2018, they inher-
ited a nearly 20-year-old 
sewer system with financial 
complications that drew the 
attention of both the State 
Comptroller and the Ten-
nessee Department of Envi-
ronment and Conservation.

The system was originally 
established to correct an 
issue with sewage seeping 
above ground in bad weath-
er, putting the local school 
at risk of closure. Although 
the sewer system was nec-
essary, the state requires 
systems to rely on revenue 
from customers to avoid a 
deficit, and rates are set to 
cover expenses. This struc-

ture can put pressure on 
a small community with 
limited revenue.

To address the obstacles, 
Clarksburg refinanced one 
of the loans supporting the 
sewer system at a reduced 
rate through the Tennessee 
Municipal Bond Fund. The 
city also collaborated with 
Carroll County on an Amer-
ican Rescue Plan grant that 
addressed critical needs 
and rehabilitated two sew-
er pump stations critical to 
wastewater collection.

With an eye to the fu-
ture, Clarksburg has also 
invested in numerous proj-
ects to beautify the city 
and improve accessibility 
and safety. Police vehicles 
have been upgraded, new 
welcome signs and pole 
banners now greet visitors 
along Highway 22, and a 
project to install improved 
street signage citywide is 
underway. Thanks to fund-
raising efforts, Clarksburg 
purchased new Christmas 
lights at no cost to the city. 
Additionally, the Tennessee 
Department of Transpor-
tation awarded Clarksburg 
a $940,000 Multimodal 
Access Grant to install the 
city’s first sidewalks.

One of Clarksburg’s most 
significant projects has been 
the total renovation and 
expansion of its city hall, 
paid for through a USDA 
Rural Development grant 
and fundraising efforts. Be-
yond serving the immediate 
needs of municipal officials, 
the city hall provides a com-

munity room and kitchen 
that has become the place 
in Clarksburg for celebrat-
ing birthdays, retirements, 
baby showers and other 
events.

Clarksburg has also tak-
en steps toward building 
community trust through 
transparency. Small enough 
to know citizens person-
ally, city officials regular-
ly meet residents where 
they are and they keep the 
city’s website updated with 
the latest agendas, meet-
ing minutes and financial 
reports.

Each year, the Tennessee 
Municipal League honors 
towns and cities across the 
state for excellence, out-
standing programs and 
projects, and municipal de-
partment accomplishments.

Award winners for 2026 
include Newport for Excel-
lence in Parks and Recre-
ation, Paris for Excellence in 
Economic and Community 
Development, Gatlinburg 
for Excellence in Public 
Works and Innovation, 
Cookeville for Excellence 
in Fire Service, Maryville 
for Excellence in Energy 
Efficiency and Conser-
vation, and McMinnville 
for Excellence in Overall 
Governance.

Founded in 1940 and 
based in Nashville, the Ten-
nessee Municipal League 
serves as the voice of and 
advocate for Tennessee’s 
345 towns and cities.

Clarksburg Receives Small City Progress Award

C A R R O L L  C O U N T Y 
(June 22) — Monday, June 
29 is the last chance for vot-
ers to submit questions prior 
to the Carroll County Sher-
iff ’s Town Hall and Commu-
nity Forum happening on 
Tuesday, June 30, 2026 at 6 
p.m. at the Carroll County 
Civic Center in Huntingdon, 
Tenn. (located at 201 Mus-
tang Drive).

The three Carroll Coun-
ty Sheriff candidates – Eric 
Sawyers, Michael A. Smith 
and Ryan White – will be 
in attendance, with retired 
Circuit Court Judge Don-
ald Parish serving as the 
moderator. 

This is a free event, and 
the public is invited to 
attend.

Voters are encouraged to 
take advantage of this rare, 
unedited look at the three 
candidates together in-per-
son answering the public’s 
questions. 

Each sheriff candidate will 
provide opening and closing 
statements and will be asked 

a series of questions submit-
ted by voters. 

Questions must be related 
to the Sheriff ’s position. No 
irrelevant questions allowed.

The questions can be sub-
mitted prior to and on the 
night of the event by audi-
ence members via paper 
form.

Submit a question by 
using the form in this edi-
tion or the Google Form 
a t  h t t p s : / / f o r m s . g l e /
Kqvz67cEH4DHUtFs5 

During the event, the 
moderator will ask the sub-
mitted questions, and the 
candidates will have two 
minutes to answer. 

Guests are asked to re-
main silent during the ques-
tion and answer portion of 
the event so that every can-
didate can be heard. Any-
one being disruptive will be 
asked to leave.

The Carroll County Civ-
ic Center will be a neutral 
space, meaning no cam-
paign materials (i.e. signage, 
t-shirts, hats, flags, stickers, 
magnets, etc.) are allowed 
inside or in close proximity 
to the building.

Refreshments will be hors 

d’oeuvres with tea, lemon-
ade, water and coffee. 

For those who cannot at-
tend in person, at least two 
media outlets in attendance 
will broadcast the event live 
on the web. 

Due to time constraints, 
candidates for other Carroll 
County positions will not 
be speaking the night of the 
event, but will instead be 
asked to provide a video or 
written statement about the 
position they are seeking 
and their vision. This will al-
low the media to deliver the 
other candidates’ messages 
to the voters while keeping 
the run time of the event to a 
manageable 2.5 hours, with 
two rounds of questions and 
a 10-minute break.

County-level positions on 
the August ballot are Circuit 
Court Clerk, County Mayor, 
Assessor of Property, Coun-
ty Clerk, Trustee, Register of 
Deeds, Sheriff, Road Super-
visor and County Commis-
sion Districts 1-9. 

The early voting period 
for the August election is 
July 17 - August 1. Election 
day is August 6, 2026.

Last Chance to 
Submit a Question

Sheriff Town Hall, Community Forum Next Week

QUESTION SUBMISSION FORM

What part of Carroll County do you live or own property in?    

Your Name Optional   

What would you like to ask the Carroll County Sheriff  candidates?   

Questions will be directed to all candidates. Questions must be related to the Sheriff ’s position. No irrelevant questions allowed.

SUBMIT AT EVENT OR RETURN TO: The McKenzie Banner, 3 Banner Row, McKenzie, TN 38201 (offi  ce located upstairs)

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (June 17) 
— Brenda Brown served as 
the featured speaker at the 
Huntingdon Historical So-
ciety’s June meeting, where 
she outlined the history of 
early settlement and the 
development of the Natchez 
Trace State Forest area in 
Carroll County.

Brown, a descendant 
of early settlers, said the 
land had been occupied 
for approximately 10,000 
years, with the Chickasaw 
as the final Native Ameri-
can inhabitants before the 
region opened to European 
settlers in the late 1700s. 
Many of the early arrivals 
came from North Carolina, 
seeking land grants issued 
to soldiers after the Revolu-
tionary War.

According to Brown, set-
tlers traveling in covered 
wagons around 1830 navi-
gated the 880-mile journey 
using landmarks such as a 
prominent pecan tree and a 
hill known as “Round Top.” 

Upon arrival, settlers of-
ten faced harsh winter con-
ditions and lived in caves or 
dugouts before establishing 
permanent communities, 
including the Shiloh com-
munity, which they initially 
named “Cavia,” and Maple 

Creek.
The early residents were 

primarily Baptist, and the 
community built churches, 
including one they named 
Shiloh. Brown noted that 
the word Shiloh means 
“peace” in Hebrew.

The region faced signif-
icant instability during the 
Civil War, as Carroll County 
was deeply divided. Fol-
lowing the war, Brown said 
economic conditions re-
mained difficult, leading 
some residents to produce 
moonshine as a means of 
survival.

“Nobody ever got rich 
making moonshine up 
there,” Brown said. “They 
did it as a survival thing.”

During the Great Depres-
sion in the 1920s and 1930s, 
the federal government 
acquired approximately 
16,000 acres to establish 
the Natchez Trace State 
Park and State Forest. The 
Works Progress Adminis-
tration (WPA) subsequently 
launched projects to im-
prove the land, including 
building roads, bridges and 
digging Maple Creek Lake.

Brown noted that govern-
ment officials introduced 
kudzu during this time to 
combat soil erosion, a deci-
sion that proved problem-
atic as the plant became 

invasive. While the land is 
now managed for recre-
ation and timber produc-
tion, remnants of the area’s 
history remain, including 
the Mount Comfort Ceme-
tery, which contains burials 
dating back to 1830.

Brown took questions 
at the conclusion of her 
presentation, further de-
tailing the Natchez Trace 
community’s deep history. 
Johnny McClure asked 
those in attendance how 
many could trace their an-
cestry back to the Natchez 
Trace area, with many rais-
ing their hands. 

The Huntingdon Histor-
ical Society’s next presen-
tation is Wednesday, July 
15 at 9 a.m. in the meeting 
room of Huntingdon City 
Hall. Featured speakers are 
coaches Jimmy Pritchard 
and Eric Swenson, who will 
speak about the history of 
Huntingdon High School 
football.

Brenda Brown speaks to 
the Huntingdon Histori-
cal Society. Photo by Lynd-
sey Summers/The Banner

Historical Society Explores 
Roots of Natchez Trace Area

KNOXVILLE — This fall, 
the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, welcomes at least 
94 first-year students from 
across the state as its new-
est class of Distinguished 
Tennessean Scholars. Their 
selection reflects UT’s on-
going commitment to pro-
viding Tennessee students 
with scholarship opportuni-
ties and pathways to higher 
education.

A r e a  r e c i p i e n t s  a r e : 
Carroll County — Tobey 
Brooks,  McKenzie High 
School, Henry County — 
Drew Pack, Henry County 
High School and Weakley 
County — Emily Scott , 
Westview High School.

“Since 2022,  we have 
awarded the Distinguished 
Tennessean Scholarship to 
hundreds of scholars from 
Tennessee who embody the 
Volunteer Spirit in their ac-
ademic achievements and 
community service,” said 
Senior Vice Provost for En-
rollment Management Kari 
Alldredge.

The Distinguished Ten-
nessean Scholarship pro-
gram recognizes one stu-
dent from each Tennessee 
county for outstanding 
academic performance, 
demonstrated community 
involvement and dedication 
to the Volunteer spirit. The 
scholarship covers tuition 
and mandatory fees and is 
renewable for four years. 

Tobey Brooks

Brooks is UT 
Distinguished 
Tennessean 
Scholar

MARTIN — Ansley 
Hollingsworth of Car-
roll County was among 
49 students statewide 
to participate in the 
Tennessee Governor’s 
School for the Human-
ities during the month 
of June. This four-week 
summer program is 
hosted at the University 
of Tennessee at Martin 
and offers rising high 

school juniors and se-
niors an opportunity to 
experience a collegiate 
atmosphere and earn 
college credit in a range 
of humanities-based 
courses. The program 
allows students to en-
gage in credit courses 
and non-credit enrich-
ment courses and of-
fers seminars and guest 
speakers.

Local Student Attends UTM Governor’s School

A popular Tennessee 
starting linebacker is the 
featured speaker for this 
year’s Night of Champions. 

Tennessee starting line-
backer Arion Carter, will 
address football players and 
coaches from seven schools 
on Friday, July 10 at 6:30 
p.m. at First Baptist Church 
in Milan. 

Voice of the Milan Bull-
dogs Sam McElroy will em-
cee the event. 

Participating schools in-
clude Milan High and Mid-

dle Schools, Peabody High 
and Middle Schools, South 
Gibson High School, West 
Carroll High and Middle 
Schools, McKenzie High 
School, Humboldt High 
School and Crockett County 
High and Middle Schools. 

Teams and coaching staff 
will be fed a tailgate dinner 
followed by Carter speaking 
about family, football and 
faith.

 For more information, 
call Bill Kisner at FBC Milan, 
731-683-3385.

Carter, 6-1, 225 from 
Smyrna, has made his lead-
ership presence known on 
Rocky Top. He returns for 
his senior season in 2026 
after withdrawing from the 
2026 NFL Draft in January. 
He is coming off a year in 
which he led the SEC in 
tackles per game (7.6) de-
spite battling a foot injury. 
For his career he has to-
taled 161 tackles, 13.5 tack-
les for loss, 1.5 sacks, five 
quarterback hurries, nine 
pass breakups, one inter-
ception, one forced fumble 
and one fumble recovery in 
his career. 

Tennessee Linebacker to 
Speak at Night of Champions 
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Possession of Schedule 
II, Possession of Schedule 
VI — On June 11, Deputy 
Sherwood conducted a traf-
fic stop on a motorcycle on 
Highway 190 after observing 
it operating without func-
tioning rear tail lamps. A K-9 
was deployed and gave a 
positive alert on the motor-
cycle, leading deputies to 
conduct a search.

The driver was identified 
as Jason Brasure, 49, of McK-
enzie. During the search, 
deputies located two small 
bags containing approxi-
mately two grams of a crys-
tal-like substance believed 
to be methamphetamine. 
Deputies also found approx-
imately one gram of a green 
leafy substance believed to 
be marijuana concealed in-
side a folded piece of foil.

Brasure was charged with 
possession of Schedule II 
methamphetamine and 
possession of Schedule VI 
marijuana.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Felony Evading, Posses-
sion Without Prescription, 
Possession of Drug Para-
phernalia — On June 12, 
Deputy McClure observed a 
black Toyota Camry traveling 
in Trezevant with a license 
plate cover that obscured the 
registration information. Dep-
uties also observed the vehi-
cle fail to maintain its lane 
several times, crossing both 
the center line and fog line.

Deputy McClure initiated 
a traffic stop after observing 
the vehicle briefly stop in 
the roadway near a marked 
“Stop Ahead” area. Despite 
emergency lights and sirens 
being activated, the driver 
continued traveling through 
Trezevant and failed to stop. 
Deputies reported the vehicle 
continued for more than half 
a mile, yielding at intersec-
tions but ignoring repeated 
attempts to initiate the stop, 
including spotlight activation 
and multiple siren tones.

The driver was identified 
as Bobby Blaylock Jr., 53, of 
Trezevant. Deputies reported 
Blaylock abruptly slammed 
on his brakes during the pur-
suit, nearly causing a collision 
with the patrol vehicle, be-
fore turning into a residence 
and stopping. After being 
taken into custody, deputies 
searched the vehicle based 
on suspicious movements ob-
served during the encounter.

During the search, dep-
uties located prescription 
medication that did not be-
long to Blaylock, an addition-

al unidentified pill, two black 
containers containing white 
powdery residue and a met-
al container holding a pipe 
cleaner with residue inside. 
The items were collected and 
secured as evidence.

Blaylock was transported 
to the Carroll County Jail and 
charged with felony evading, 
unlawful possession without 
a prescription and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Felony Evading, DUI, 
Implied Consent Violation, 
Open Container — On June 
10, Deputy Ezell attempted 
to initiate a traffic stop on a 
silver Chevrolet Malibu after 
observing a traffic violation. 
When emergency lights and 
sirens were activated, the ve-
hicle fled and a pursuit began.

The pursuit continued for 
approximately 1.5 miles and 
reached speeds of nearly 
115 mph before the vehi-
cle turned into a residence 
on Rolling Mill Road and 
came to a stop. The driver, 
Shannon Ellis, 44, of Buena 
Vista, immediately exited the 
vehicle, yelling and acting 
aggressively toward deputies.

Deputies observed that El-
lis had slurred speech, was 
unsteady on his feet and 
repeatedly leaned against a 
patrol vehicle for support. 
Deputies also reported that 
Ellis made several unsolic-
ited statements indicating 
he had consumed alcoholic 
beverages. After being taken 
into custody, Ellis continued 
acting aggressively and ap-
proached a deputy in a threat-
ening manner before being 

secured in a patrol vehicle.
A search of the vehicle lat-

er revealed approximately 
three open containers of al-
coholic beverages. Deputies 
advised Ellis of Tennessee’s 
implied consent law and re-
quested that he submit to al-
cohol testing, but he refused.

Ellis was transported to 
the Carroll County Jail and 
charged with felony evading 
arrest, DUI (first offense), 
violation of the implied con-
sent law and open container 
violations.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Theft of Property — On 
June 15, Deputy Smith re-
sponded to a residence in the 
Hollow Rock area regarding 
the theft of a fuel tank from 
a motor home. The com-
plainant reported leaving the 
property on June 7 to attend 
a wedding and returning on 
June 14 to discover the tank 
missing.

The complainant advised 
the fuel tank had been stored 
in a lower compartment on 
the passenger side of the mo-
tor home and mounted on 
a pull-out slide. The stolen 
property included a met-
al diamond-plate fuel tank, 
an electric fuel pump and 
a Delco battery attached to 
the unit.

The complainant stated he 
had planned to refill the tank 
after returning home and 
discovered it missing when 
he opened the compartment. 
Nothing else was reported 
stolen from the motor home 
or a nearby shop building. 
The stolen property was val-
ued at approximately $850.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Carroll County Sheriff’s Reports

Brandon Williams to 
Elizabeth D. Ellis in Dis-
trict 23.

Linda Ivey and others to 
Cary Lane Laman in Dis-
trict 23.

Michael  T.  and wife 
Stephanie I. Pruett to Mi-
chael K. and wife Brittany 
A. Butler in District 11.

Linda Ivey and others 
to Eldon Lynn Laman in 
District 23.

Kenneth H. Baskin to 
Erin and husband Lucas 
Lyons in District 22.

Linda Reeves and hus-
band Doug Wallace to Kim-
berly Anne Lewelling and 
others in District 11.

Wallace and Samuel 
Coleman to Samuel and 
Wallace Coleman in Dis-
trict 21.

Lovina Mallo and others 
to Lovina Mallo and others 
in District 16.

Rebekah K. Draper to 

Rebekah K. Draper in Dis-
trict 2.

Bendell Bartholomew 
and others to Jeffrey Perry 
in District 13.

Edward Dwayne and 
wife Tiffany D. Hill to Blake 
and wife Haley Longmire in 
District 23.

Charles Vinson Foster to 
Jeffery Dean and wife Lorri 
Ann Monaghan Shippee in 
District 5.

Jeffrey L. and wife Mere-
dith Fuller to Jack A. and Ju-
lie P. Torregrossa, co-trust-
ees in District 46180.

Kathy Jean Hilliard to 
Kathy J. Hilliard, as trustee 
in District 16.

Kathy Jean Hilliard to 
Kathy J. Hilliard, as trustee 
in District 17.

Kathy Jean Hilliard to 
Kathy J. Hilliard, as trustee 
in District 16.

Robert C. Williams to Bil-
ly C. Williams in District 22.

Jacob Daniel and wife 
Kelly Lee Covey to Matthew 
Allen Peach and others in 
District 11.

Teresa A. Todd, as per-
sonal representative, to Te-
resa H. Todd and others in 
District 14.

Sheila and husband Dan-
ny Brawner to Jonathan R. 
and wife Breanna R. Coy in 
District 6.

Jason D. and wife Kelli 
C. Postlethwait to Brody N. 
Franks in District 11.

Sterling Shores LLC to 
Nathan and wife Victoria 
Galey Smith in District 7.

Marcus Kurt and wife 
Misty Kay Collins to Ran-
dall C. and wife Beth A. 
Tidwell in District 6.

Beaver Creek Manage-
ment Group, LLC and oth-
ers to Distinct Contracting, 
LLC in District 12.

Amarjeet Singh to Brit-
ain Realty Group, LLC in 
District 12.

Property Transfers

Jerry Thomas McDan-
iel, 73, of Huntingdon, to 

Melanie Porter White, 72, 
of Huntingdon.

Karle Randa Meggs, 24, 

of Huntingdon, to Nicho-

las Frederick Jones, 29, of 

Huntingdon.

Marriage Licenses

Theft of Merchandise — 
Jody Nicole Neisler, Main 
S t r e e t ,  M c Ke n z i e ,  w a s 
charged with Theft of Mer-
chandise on June 19.

Officers Dillon and Rasp-
berry responded to Dollar 
General, Highway 22, to a 
report of a shoplifter. The 

officers spoke with Neisler 
in the store’s parking lot 
and discovered two items of 
merchandise in her purse. 
She was issued a citation 
to appear in Henry County 
General Sessions and also 
a ban notice from the store.

Vandalism — A resident 

of Magnolia Avenue West 
reported his residence was 
illegally entered and vandal-
ized on June 21.

Officer Jayden Rembert 
filed a report indicating the 
resident found the door was 
broken and the contents of 
the house were ‘trashed’. 
Nothing appeared to be 
stolen. The matter is under 
investigation.

HUNTINGDON (June 
17) — The following cas-
es were heard in Carroll 
County General Sessions 
Court on June 17.

The following cases were 
bound over to a grand jury:

Tatyana Dashay McCler-
kin, West Woodrow Street, 
Milan, bound over, Identity 
Theft.

The following cases re-
sulted in a guilty plea or 
finding:

Bil ly Borum, Everett 
Street, McKenzie, guilty, 
P ro b a t i o n  Vi o l a t i o n  – 
B o o k e d ,  n o  f i n e ,  t w o 
months, supervised pro-
bation for balance.

Terrance T. Davis, Jr., 
Hastings Circle E, Mem-
phis, guilty, Probation Vio-
lation – Booked, no fine, two 
months, supervised proba-
tion for balance, probation 
extended for two months.

Michael C. Haynes, Jr., 
Breezy Loop, Oakland, 
guilty, Probation Viola-
tion – Booked, no fine, 
five months, supervised 
probation for five months 
or until conditions met, 
probation extended for five 
months or until all condi-
tions met, shall obtain a 
valid drivers license.

Timothy S. Hickey, Herd 
Law Road, Trenton, guilty, 
P ro b a t i o n  Vi o l a t i o n  – 
Booked, no fine, 60 days.

Brenton C. Mann, Ro-
chelle Road, McKenzie, 
guilty, Simple Possession/
Casual Exchange, $350 
fine, 11/29, supervised 
probation for 11 months 
29 days; guilty, Unlawful 
Drug Paraphernalia Uses & 
Activities, $150 fine, 11/29, 

supervised probation for 
11 months 29 days; dis-
missed, Simple Posses-
sion/Casual Exchange.

Joshua Paul Schenk, 
Stonewall Street, McKenzie, 
guilty, Meth – Possession or 
Casual Exchange, $750 fine, 
11/29, supervised proba-
tion for sentence, cognitive 
behavioral training course, 
alcohol drug evaluation 
and re commendation, 
must successfully complete 
24th Judicial District Re-
covery Court as condition 
of probation, guilty, Pro-
bation Violation – Booked, 
no fine, 11/29, supervised 
probation through Recov-
ery Court, state agrees to 
allow sentence to be served 
in Recovery Court, if kicked 
out of Recovery Court must 
serve 11/29 at 75%; guilty – 
lesser charge, Theft (Up to 
$1,000), no fine, 11/29, su-
pervised probation, no con-
tact with victims or their 
residence, must complete 
24th Judicial District Re-
covery Court as condition 
of probation; dismissed, 
Tampering with Evidence; 
dismissed, Resist Stop, 
Arrest, Search (No Weap-
on); dismissed, Aggravated 
Criminal Trespass.

Justin Brent Searatt, Bru-
ceton Vale Road, Bruce-
ton, guilty, Driving While 
License Suspended, $100 
fine, six months, supervised 
probation for six months, 
payment arrangements 
through clerk’s office.

Kirk Charles Simmons, 
Mathis Road, Martin, guilty 
– lesser charge, Driving 
While License Canceled, 
$100 fine, six months, su-

pervised probation for un-
til conditions complete, 
obtain a valid or restricted 
license as a condition of 
sentence.

Kiana A. Zamora, Hill-
court Circle, Huntingdon, 
guilty, Disorderly Conduct, 
no fine, 30 days, payment 
arrangements through 
clerk’s office, cognitive be-
havioral training course, 
unsupervised probation, 
payment arrangements 
through clerk’s office; dis-
missed, Resist Stop, Arrest, 
Search (No Weapon); dis-
missed, Simple Posses-
sion/Casual Exchange.

The fol lowing cases 
were dismissed:

Goodrum Glenn, Lex-
ington Street, Huntingdon, 
dismissed, Simple Posses-
sion/Casual Exchange.

Dawn Michlitsch, Me-
ridian Street, Nashville, 
dismissed, Possession of 
Unlawful Drug Parapher-
nalia Uses and Activities; 
dismissed, Meth – Posses-
sion or Casual Exchange.

Gregory Lynn Staten, 
Quincy Lane, Clarksburg, 
dismissed, Probation Vio-
lation – Booked, defendant 
entered plea to three years.

Brittany Lakey White-
side, Ethelyn Smith Drive, 
Senatobia, Miss., dismissed, 
Driving While License Sus-
pended; dismissed – traffic 
school, Speeding.

The fol lowing cases 
were rescheduled:

Cody Allen Bradley, Lee 
Matthew Cook, Lesenda 
M. Gregory, Coteshia La-
vay Pearson, Joshua Paul 
Schenk.

Carroll County General Sessions Court Report

The Carroll County Beer Commission has received an application 
for a beer permit for JLH Golf Group LLC DBA Carroll Lake Golf 
Club. Application is for on-premises consumption. 
The business is located at 1305 Carroll Lake Road, McKenzie, 
TN 38201. 
The business is bounded north by Michael Stafford, Bethel 
University, Joe Walker, east by Robbie Barker Life Estate, James 
A. Smith, James H Smith and Brenda Smith, Ryan Alan Frazier, 
William Chuck Gaskins and Cindy F. Gaskins, Matthew C. Aird 
Trust and Misty D. Aird Trust, south, by William J. Taylor, William 
J. Taylor and Melissa Taylor, Jonathan Moody and Jamie Moody, 
William Thomas Wilson and Stephanie Michelle Wilson, Clayton 
Nethaway and Christi L Nethaway, Katlin Renee Otis, Lea R 
Finley Revocable Trust and Tamara Alyse Cole, Tamara Alyse 
Cole, Scott Andrew Wilson, Carroll Lake Rd., west by the State 
of Tennessee (Carroll Lake). A hearing will be held July 8, 2026, 
at 8 a.m. at the Carroll County Offi ce Complex Conference 
Room, Huntingdon, TN 38344.
All people who wish to be heard may be present at this time.
Carroll County Beer Board 

NOTICE

A7617/25-2

CARROLL COUNTY BEER BOARD 

McKenzie Police Reports

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE101

ESTATE OF: CHARLES ANTHONY WILLIAMS, LATE OF CAR-
ROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE
     Notice is hereby given that on the 5TH day of JUNE, 2026 
Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the Es-
tate of CHARLES ANTHONY WILLIAMS deceased, who died 
JULY 13TH, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, ma-
tured or unmatured, against the Estate are required by law to 
fi le the same with the Clerk of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) other-
wise their claims will be forever barred:
     (1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication 
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the fi rst publication (or posting); or
         (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received 
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication (or 
posting) as described in (1) (A); or
     (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. 

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward 
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 5TH day of JUNE, 2026.  
THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:
KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER
99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN  38344

GUY WILLIAMS & CHRIS WILLIAMS, Executor/Administrator
W. COLLINS BONDS, Attorney
KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master

A561/R27747/25-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE108

ESTATE OF: ELAINE S. WILLIAMS, LATE OF CARROLL COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE
     Notice is hereby given that on the 12TH day of JUNE, 2026 
Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the 
Estate of ELAINE S. WILLIAMS deceased, who died MARCH 
28TH, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 
Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the Estate are required by law to fi le the same 
with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the ear-
lier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:
     (1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication 
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the fi rst publication (or posting); or
         (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received 
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication (or 
posting) as described in (1) (A); or
     (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. 

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward 
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 12TH day of JUNE, 2026.  
THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:
KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER
99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN  38344

MARY ELAINE BROWN, Executor/Administrator
W. KENT JONES, Attorney
KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master

A561/R27743/25-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PA104

ESTATE OF: TIMOTHY RAY VOLNER, LATE OF CARROLL COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE
     Notice is hereby given that on the 11TH day of JUNE, 2026 
Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the Es-
tate of TIMOTHY RAY VOLNER deceased, who died DECEMBER 
10TH, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 
Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the Estate are required by law to fi le the same 
with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the ear-
lier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:
     (1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication 
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the fi rst publication (or posting); or
         (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received 
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication (or 
posting) as described in (1) (A); or
     (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. 

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward 
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 11TH day of JUNE, 2026.  
THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:
KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER
99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN  38344

MICHAEL WAYNE VOLNER, Executor/Administrator
STEPHEN H. BYRD, Attorney
KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master

A561/R27742/25-2
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Weekly 
Crossword

Week 25 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nocturnal S. American rodent
  5. Requesting
 11. Give temporarily
 12. Excitedness
 16. Armed Forces branch
 17. Actor Harris
 18. Middle Eastern capital
 19. Air hostesses
 24. Partner to “Pa”
 25. Percussion instrument
 26. Popular computers
 27. Reduce light
 28. Asian mountain range
 29. Every one of two or more
 30. Absence of diffi culty
 31. A public announcement of a 
proposed marriage
 33. Whittles
 34. Impact
 38. Serviceman
 39. A French river
 40. Prehistoric people
 43. Messenger ribonucleic acid
 44. __ Clapton, musician
 45. Ancient Greek sophist
 49. Largest English dictionary 
(abbr.)
 50. Singer Hansard
 51. A way to disentangle
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Manifesting approval
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Former AL MVP Vaughn
 59. Off-Broadway theater award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer (pl.)
 64. Relating to passerine birds
 65. Arrange systematically

CLUES DOWN
   1. Colorless fl uid

  2. Of a main artery
  3. Photographer’s tool
  4. Blues Traveler hit “But __”
  5. Grew older
  6. Not the leader
  7. __ Lang (country singer)
  8. A driver’s license is one
  9. Nests of pheasants
 10. Wildebeests
 13. Equal to one quintillion bytes
 14. Japanese three-stringed lute
 15. Type of cat
 20. It cools your home
 21. The ancient Egyptian sun god
 22. Pouches
 23. German trigraph
 27. Form of Persian
 29. Measurement unit
 30. Body part
 31. Bridge building degree
 32. Indicates position
 33. Political action committee
 34. Snack food

 35. Front part of a quadruped
 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. __, myself and I
 40. City in Utah
 41. They play in the trenches
 42. “Can’t Touch This” rapper __ 
Hammer
 44. Type of tree
 45. Performers
 46. Slang for mistake
 47. More open
 48. Most slick
 50. Needles
 51. University of Dayton
 52. Atomic #11
 54. Large fi sh of the mackerel 
family
 55. Not any
 57. __ and behold
 61. Popular sports highlight 
show (abbr.)
 62. “The Great Lakes State”

Answer: Hare spray.

Riddle Me This
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase 
below? Use each letter only once.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

MENTORSHIP

LETTER MIX-UP

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell something 
pertaining to this week’s theme.

RDREAW

Answer: Reward

What would you get if you 
crossed a rabbit and a lawn 
sprinkler?

Week 24 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 24

Color A Masterpiece

Fun By Th e Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 

have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pen-
cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 25

See solution in next week’s edition.

Peace of Mind.
One of the many services we provide.

Appreciation
Barbecue
Bravery

Celebration
Coach

Day
Dedication

Devotion
Family

Fatherhood
Fathers
Fishing

Genealogy
Generosity

Grilling
Guidance
Heritage
Kindness
Legacy

Mentorship
Paternity

Related
Reliability
Respect
Tradition
Tribute
Wisdom
Words

Father’s Day Fun Word Search
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CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/T
F

MISCELLANEOUS
N E E D T O G E T R I D OF 
i t ?  A d v e r t i s e  i t  i n  t h e 
classif ieds! Thousands of 
readers are looking at the 
c l a s si f ie d s e v er y we ek . 
Advertise your service or 
product for only $5 for 25 
words, $8 for 26-50 words, 
and 20 cents for each addi-
tional word over 50 each 
week. Call 731-352-3323 to 
get started! NC/27-TF

FOR LEASE
AVA I L A B L E  —  4 , 0 0 0 
S Q. F T. N E X T T O H& R 
BLOCK ,  at Ceda r St reet 
Plaza, 1926 Cedar Street, 
McKenzie. Ca l l 731-352-
2189. A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE — From 430 
S q .  F t .  to  3 , 0 0 0 S q .  F t . 
H i g h w a y  7 9  H i g h l a n d 
Mall, across from the post 
off ice. Call 731-352-2189. 
A5404/44-TF

AUCTIONS
G E T  T H E  W O R D  O U T 
ABOUT YOUR NEXT AUC-
TION! Save Time & $$$. One 
Call for All. Your ad can ap-
pear in this newspaper + 
103 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this 
newspaper’s classifi ed dept. 
or call Becky Moats 931-624-
8916. (TnScan)

FOR RENT
H O U S E S  A N D  A PA R T-
M E N T S :  M c K E N Z I E 
A R E A . w w w. mcken z ie -
homefi nders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

SERVICES
D O N E  R I G H T  A P P L I -
A NCE R EPAIR — Expert 
appliance repair done lo-
cally. When it absolutely 
has to be done right call 
731-234-5572. A8666/21-8

S AW Y E R S  T R E E  S E R-
V ICE: 60’ Bucket Tr uck . 
Take Down or Prune. Haul 
Off and Clean Up. Grind 
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call 
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

J O E ’ S  T R E E  S E R V I C E 
A N D  S T U M P  R E M O V-
A L :  60 f t .  bucket t r uck , 
prune or take down grind 
s t u m p s ,  c l e a n  u p  a n d 
haul off, insured, free es-
t imates. 731-697-0023 or 
731-513-1518. A7084/21-TF

YOU R  L OW  C O S T  A D -
V ERTISING SOLUTION! 
One call & your 25 word ad 
will appear in 104 Tennes-
see newspapers for $275/
wk or 28 West TN news-
papers for $100/wk. Cal l 
this newspaper’s classified 
advertising dept. or go to 
w w w.tnpress.com/news-
paper-networks. (TnScan)

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

OLSH A N FOUN DATION 
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted 
foundation repair experts 
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. 
Water ma nagement a nd 
more. Free evaluation. Lim-
ited time up to $250 off  foun-
dation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-265-5932. (TnScan)

PR EPA R E FOR POW ER 
OU TAGE S T ODAY w it h 
a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-888-869-5542 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move. (TnScan)

WANTED: TO BUY
W E BU Y HOUS E S F OR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No f uss. A ny cond it ion. 
Easy t hree step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
pa id. Get you r fa i r cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-551-
1426. (TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

C H O O S E  E A R T H L I N K 
F I B E R  I N T E R N E T  f o r 
speeds up to 5 Gigs,  no 
data caps, no t hrott l ing. 
Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when 
you make the switch. Call 
1-855-481-3340. (TnScan)

GET BOOST I N F I N I T E! 
UNLIMITED TALK, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

 DI R E C T V -  A L L YOU R 
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof ! Sign up 
for Di rec t a nd get you r 
f irst free months of Max, 
Pa ra mou nt+, Show t i me, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ INTERNET! Free Install, 
Free H D -DV R Upg rade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
To d a y !  1- 8 4 4 -274 - 6 0 74 . 
(TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY
A T T E N T I O N :  V I A G R A 
A N D C I A L I S USE R S! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
dr ugstore prices! 50 Pi l l 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-877-691-6412. (TnScan)

SAFE STEP STAIRLIFTS. 
E njoy g re ater  i ndep en-
d e n c e  a n d  s t a y  i n  t h e 
home you love. Feel safe 
on ever y le vel .  $750 of f 
plu s F R E E i n st a l lat ion . 
Made in the U.S.A. Call to-
day for a free quote. 1-866-
432-3409. (TnScan)

D E N T A L  I N S U R A N C E 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedu res. Rea l denta l 
i n s u r a n c e  -  N O T  j u s t 
a d iscou nt pla n. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
K it w it h a l l  t he deta i ls! 
1- 8 4 4 - 2 7 8 - 8 2 8 5  w w w.
dental50plus.com/tnpress 
#6258. (TnScan)

14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

A8
66

1/
34

-T
F

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731.352.2761

nickyjoestaff ordrealestate@outlook.com
www.staff ord-realestate.com

Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD

NICKY JOE

Sandi Roditis

731-415-2927

Buford Taylor

731-225-8321

Valarie McMackin

731-418-2313

Jason Artymovich

586-243-3257

Blake Cossey

731-607-8643

Maleah Hollingsworth

731-694-7871

Residential
Municipal

Commercial
Irrigation Well Drilling

Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

Over 30 years of experience

A5
19

/14
-T

F

R

US
SELL’ S

WELL DRILLING
731-415-6550

Russell Basford, Owner

P.O. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201
russell.drilling@hotmail.com

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

SEPTIC PUMPING
731-234-6012

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Backhoe • Trenching • Gas Piping • Pipe Water Heaters
Well Tanks • Valves • Fittings • Faucets

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF 

INVENTORY FOR THOSE 
AFTER HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

TOLBERT
Plumbing & Electric

TF

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Business Directory
Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

Local journalism drives conversations 
by producing high quality content you 
can trust. Support local journalism and 
subscribe to the McKenzie Banner in 
print or online as an e-subscription.

This is Bob. 

Bob gets his news from social media.

BANNERBANNER
THETHE The Hub of Carroll, Henry and Weakley Counties in Tennessee Since 1870.

Call 731.352.3323
www.mckenziebanner.com

TwitBook

Fake Story

Bob doesn’t realize some 
of  the stories he reads 
are fake and shares them 
with his friends. 

Don’t be 
like Bob.

We Will Be Closed 
on Friday, July 3!

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
654 Main Street North
McKenzie, TN 38201 
731-352-7822

> edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

A3272/25-1

Seeing eye to eye 
comes from meeting 
face-to-face.
Let's talk.

Need to sell a car?Need to sell a car?
Advertise it in the classifieds!Advertise it in the classifieds!
25 words • Only $5! 25 words • Only $5! 

Call us! Call us! 
731-352-3323731-352-3323



Page 10 • Tuesday, June 23, 2026 • The McKenzie Banner • McKenzie, Tenn. • mckenziebanner.com GENERAL

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (June 18, 
20) — McKenzie Memori-
al Library’s summer read-
ers got crafty last week for 
two events, continuing the 
summer program’s dino-
saur-themed “Unearth a 
Story.”

Thursday, the kids gath-
ered in front of the library 
to make their own tie-dyed 
shirts during “ Triassic 
Tie-Dye.”

Saturday, youngsters con-
vened upstairs for “What 
in Tarnation?,” where they 
made their own “tar” (more 
commonly known as slime) 
and learned about how di-

nos would get stuck in tar 
and preserved for archeol-
ogists to later discover.

The library’s summer 
events continue with “Pre-
historic Pals” at 2 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 25 and the 
weekly “Tales at Ten” on 
Monday, June 29 at 10 a.m.

Additionally, McKenzie 
Memorial Library encour-
ages its summer readers to 
attend the Storybook Stroll 
at Discovery Park in Union 
City on Saturday, June 27. 
The event is from 10 a.m. 
to noon, with admission 
ending at 11:45 a.m.

In partnership with the 
Obion River Regional Li-
braries, this event trans-
forms Dinosaur Hall into 

a vibrant hub of literacy-fo-
cused activities designed 
to spark curiosity and 
creativity.

G u e s t s  w i l l  e x p l o r e 
booths hosted by librar-
ies from across Northwest 
Tennessee, each offering 
hands-on activities that en-
courage children to engage 
with stories in new and ex-
citing ways. 

This event is free for chil-
dren who participate in 
their local library’s summer 
reading program. Tickets 
must be obtained through 
participating libraries and 
presented at the front ticket 
counter on the day of the 
event. Discovery Park does 
not distribute tickets.

Above, McKenzie Memorial Library summer readers make their own tie-dyed 
shirts during Thursday’s “Triassic Tie-Dye” event. Photo courtesy McKenzie Me-
morial Library  Below, Assistant Library Director Adora Carty (standing) helps 
summer readers Dakoda Cowan (left) and Rowan Conger make “tar” during 
Saturday’s “What in Tarnation?” event. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Summer Readers Get Crafty

McKENZIE MEMORIAL LIBRARY

COURTESY BETHEL SID
MIL AN — The Milan 

Bulldogs captured the 2026 
TSSAA Class 2A Baseball 
State Championship on 
May 22, defeating White 
House Heritage 3-0 at Mid-
dle Tennessee Christian 
School. The victory ended 
a 22-year championship 
drought and secured Mi-
lan’s first state title since 
2004 under the leadership 
of former Bethel University 
standout Taylor Paterson.

The Bulldogs finished the 
season with an impressive 
29-10-1 overall record and 
delivered Milan’s eighth 
state championship appear-
ance in program history. 
The Bulldogs had previ-
ously won the state title in 
2004 and finished as state 
runner-up twice.

A Bethel Connection: 
Trading One Purple for 

Another
Paterson, a 2015 graduate 

of Bethel University and for-
mer Wildcat baseball play-
er, has quickly established 
himself as one of the state’s 
rising coaches.  He was 
named Milan’s head coach 
in 2024 after serving as an 
assistant in the program 
and is a proud graduate of 
Milan High School.

Bethel  head baseball 
coach Rusty Thompson 
reflected on Paterson’s 
success.

“Taylor was a fine player 
for us. He was solid defen-
sively and had some pop 
in his bat. He always had 
a great attitude and was 
always game ready. I am 
really happy for him and 
his success.”

Paterson and his wife, 
Rebecca (Jobst) Paterson, 
share strong Bethel ties. Re-
becca was a four-year mem-
ber of the Wildcat volley-
ball program and currently 
serves as head volleyball 
coach at Milan High School. 
She guided the Lady Bull-
dogs to a state tournament 
appearance in 2023.

The couple resides in Mi-

lan with their two-year-old 
son, Andrew.

What Goes Around 
Comes Around

The championship victory 
carried added significance 
for the Paterson family.

Taylor’s father, Scott Pa-
terson, was an assistant 
coach under Donnie Joiner 
when Milan won the 2004 
state championship. Today, 
Scott serves as an Associate 
Professor of Health and Hu-
man Performance at Bethel 
University.

Twenty-two years after 
helping bring a champion-
ship to Milan as a coach, 
Scott watched his son lead 
the Bulldogs back to the top 
of Tennessee high school 
baseball.

Winning for Milan
Following the champi-

onship victory, Paterson 
credited the entire Milan 
community for the Bull-
dogs’ success.

“I think what I will re-
member the most, other 

than this team and every-
thing they accomplished, is 
the support from the town 
of Milan. The amount of 
support from our admin-
istration, superintendent, 
school board, athletic di-
rector, parents, and citizens 
of Milan we had all season 
leading up to the tourna-
ment, all the way through 
the postseason and to the 
crowd for the State Cham-
pionship game. That meant 
a lot to our guys and our 
staff because we all have so 
much pride in Milan. Ulti-
mately, this was for Milan.”

For Paterson, the cham-
pionship represented more 
than a title—it was the cul-
mination of years of hard 
work, family tradition, and 
community pride, bringing 
the state trophy back home 
to Milan for the first time 
since 2004.

The Bethel University 
Athletic Department con-
gratulates Taylor and the 
Bulldogs on their state title.

Milan Coach Taylor Paterson, a former Bethel Wildcat, 
led the Milan Bulldogs to a state championship.

Former Bethel Wildcat Leads Milan 
Bulldogs to State Baseball Championship

MARTIN — The Univer-
sity of Tennessee at Mar-
tin WestStar Leadership 
Program announced its 
WestTeach Class of 2026, 
the eighth cohort of the 
WestTeach program.

WestTeach is a function 
of the WestStar Leadership 
Program and was created 
to support the development 
of teachers and instructors 
in the 21 counties of West 
Tennessee. WestTeach was 
created as a class project by 
the 2017 WestStar Leader-
ship class. 

The WestTeach mission 
is to engage and equip West 
Tennessee teachers with 
tools and leadership skills 
for success in and outside 
the classroom.

A new class of elementa-
ry, middle and high school 
teachers and instructors is 
selected annually by the 
program’s advisory coun-
cil following open appli-
cations and approved by 
school superintendents and 
principals. West Tennessee 
teachers selected for the 
program learn about the re-
gion’s economic needs and 
opportunities. 

Applicants must be K-12 
teachers who aspire to be 
leaders in their schools and 
communities. They should 
have approval by their di-
rector/superintendent of 
schools. Selection is also 
based on leadership and 
potential to contribute to the 
region’s educational system.

There are 16 participants 
in the WestTeach Class of 
2026, which includes:

• Kamala Armour, Ripley 
Primary School, Lauderdale 
County School District.

• Lynette Billington, Cov-
ington High School, Tipton 
County School System.

• Belinda Davis, W.G. 
Rhea Elementary School, 
Paris Special School District.

• Richard Dawson, Halls 
High School, Lauderdale 
County School District.

• Adrian Doaks, Stigall Pri-
mary School, Humboldt City 
School District.

• Gina Dycus, Bradford 
High School, Bradford Spe-
cial School District.

• Bentley Gordon Irby, 
Fifth Consolidated Elemen-
tary School, Dyer County 
Schools.

• Erin Lewis, West Carroll 
Junior/Senior High School, 
West Carroll Special School 
District.

• Justin McElroy, Hen-
ry School, Henry County 
Schools.

• Porsha Milan, Ruther-
ford Elementary School, 
Gibson County Special 
School District.

• Stephanie Pate, Bradford 
High School, Bradford Spe-
cial School District.

• Kyle Rogers, Westview 
High School, Weakley Coun-
ty Schools.

• Whitney Sanders, Dy-
ersburg Middle School, Dy-
ersburg City School District.

• Abby Smithson, Green-
field School, Weakley Coun-
ty Schools.

• Mindy Thomas, West-
view High School, Weakley 
County Schools.

• Kizzy Young, Covington 

High School, Tipton County 
School System.

Over the previous sev-
en classes, 140 area teach-
ers and administrators 
have graduated from the 
WestTeach program.

The Class of 2026 will 
meet five times during the 
fall semester, starting with 
the opening session and 
orientation August 27-28 at 
UT Martin. The cohort will 
have classes Wednesday, 
September 23, in Jackson; 
Wednesday, October 28, in 
Dyersburg; and Wednes-
day, November 18, in Tip-
ton County. The graduation 
banquet will be held Tues-
day, December 15, at UT 
Martin.

Th e  Vi r g i n i a  G r i m e s 
We st Te a c h  L e a d e r s h i p 
Award is voted on by class-
mates at the end of the pro-
gram’s term for the most 
outstanding class member. 
The award was begun with 
the Class of 2024 following 
Grimes’ retirement from the 
program.

Dr. Jamie Mantooth, the 
university’s executive direc-
tor for strategic leadership, 
serves as the WestTeach co-
ordinator. UT Martin Chief 
of Staff Jake Bynum serves 
as the WestStar executive 
director, and Jennifer Smi-
ley is the WestStar assistant 
director.

For more information 
about the WestTeach pro-
gram, visit www.utm.edu/
westteach. For information 
about the WestStar Lead-
ership Program, visit www.
utm.edu/weststar. 

WestStar Announces WestTeach Class of 2026

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE — After four 
years of intensive study 
and clinical training across 
West Tennessee, McKenzie 
native Alivia Hudgins is 
bringing her new expertise 
back to her hometown. 

A 2019 McKenzie High 
School graduate, Hudgins 
earned her Doctor of Phar-
macy from Union Univer-
sity on May 2. She began 
an internship with Wal-
greens in early 2026, and 
she is now only one exam 
away from being a full-
time, licensed pharmacist 
for the chain.

Growing up, Hudgins 
knew she wanted to work 
in the medical field.

“Throughout my life, my 
dad was always pushing 
me to be a doctor,” Hudgins 
said. “And I knew I wanted 
a lifelong career.”

Along the way, Hudgins 
realized she felt  most 
drawn to pharmacy.

“I just feel like it plays 
such a big role that people 
don’t understand,” Hudgins 
said. She acknowledged the 
vast duties pharmacists are 
responsible for in commu-
nity pharmacies and hospi-
tals — from recognizing the 
potential risk factors of spe-
cific prescriptions to verify-
ing medication orders and 
making IV bags for patients.

Hudgins obtained a bach-

elor’s degree in Pre-Profes-
sional Health from Bethel 
University in 2022, paving 
the way for her to later at-
tend Union University’s 
pharmacy school.

While at Union Universi-
ty, Hudgins spent about a 
year and a half training in 
different pharmacy envi-
ronments. Each month, she 
would train in a different 
place — from the pharmacy 
at Jackson General Hospital 
to smaller pharmacies in 
Martin or Alamo.

Hudgins recognized her 
husband, Andrew Hudgins, 
her parents, Adrian and Re-
gina Green, and her broth-
er, Logan Green, for their 
unending support while 
she was in school. She also 
recognized her mentor, Dr. 
Andrew Martin.

A t  U n i o n  U n i v e r s i -
ty, Hudgins received the 
Douglas R. Duncan Com-

munity Practice Award and 
the Lee & Martha Brew-
er Scholarship. She also 
served as class president all 
four years of school. She is 
a member of the Tennessee 
Pharmacist Association, 
the American Pharmacist 
Association and the Na-
tional Community Pharma-
cist Association.

Up o n  r e c e i v i n g  h e r 
PharmD, Hudgins acknowl-
edged she could have prac-
ticed anywhere, but she 
ultimately decided to come 
back home.

Hudgins passed the NA-
PLEX exam in May of this 
year. Now, she’s facing the 
MPJE — the final exam be-
fore becoming a licensed 
pharmacist.

Once she obtains her 
license, Hudgins expects 
to ser ve the McKenzie 
and Paris communities at 
Walgreens. 

Alivia Hudgins: A Familiar Face 
Joins the Pharmacy Counter

HENDERSON (June 22) 
— Freed-Hardeman Uni-
versity released the names 
of the students who have 
made the President’s and 
Dean’s list for the Spring 
2026 semester. To be on the 
President’s List, a student 
must be full-time and have 
a 4.0 grade point average. 
Students on the Dean’s List 

have earned a minimum 3.4 
grade point average for the 
semester.

The following students 
from the coverage area have 
been named to the lists:

Amelia Vestal of Hunting-
don, a junior,  is on the 
Dean’s list. Vestal is a Studio 
Art major.

Angelina Barr of Martin, a 

senior, is on the Dean’s list. 
Barr is a Criminal Justice 
major.

Elizabeth Edwards of 
Martin, a junior, is on the 
Dean’s list. Edwards is a 
Psychology major.

E l l i e  C u l b r e a t h  o f 
Huntingdon, a senior, is on 
the Dean’s list. Culbreath is 
a Nursing major.

Grace King of Hunting-
don, a sophomore, is on 
the President’s list. King is 
a Accounting major.

Harlie Walker of Gleason, 
a junior, is on the Presi-
dent’s list. Walker is a Ac-
counting major.

J.T. Moore of Westport, 
a senior, is on the Dean’s 
list. Moore is a Computer 

Science: Software Develop-
ment major.

Jon Williams of Westport, 
a senior, is on the Presi-
dent’s list. Williams is a 
Interactive Digital Design 
major.

Lilly Kee of Huntingdon, 
a junior, is on the Presi-
dent’s list. Kee is a Nursing 
major.

Michael Moon of Martin, 
a senior, is on the Dean’s 
list. Moon is a Bible: Youth 
& Family Ministry major.

Nathan King of Hunting-
don, a senior, is on the 
President’s list. King is a 
Bible: Christian Apologetics 
major.

Tucker Melton of Mar-
tin, a sophomore, is on the 
Dean’s list. Melton is a Bi-
ble: Youth & Family Minis-
try major.

Freed-Hardeman University Announce Spring 2026 President’s, Dean’s List
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COURTESY KENSLEY 
CROSSNO DOUGLAS

H u n t i n g d o n  C a r p e t 
Center is proud to cele-
brate 50 years of serving 
Huntingdon, Carroll Coun-
ty and the surrounding 
communities. 

The business began on 
July 1, 1976, in McLem-
oresville, Tenn., under the 
name Crossno Carpet. In 
April 1977, the business 
relocated to Huntingdon 
as Huntingdon Carpet 
Center, where it has con-
tinued to serve customers 
for nearly five decades. 

For 41 years, Hunting-
don Carpet Center was 
owned and operated by 
Manuel and Lula Crossno. 
Through their commit-
ment to quality products, 
honest service and strong 
customer relationships, 
they built a business that 
became a trusted part of 
the community. 

Manuel and Lula re-
tired on April  1,  2017, 
and sold the business 
and building to their son, 

Kevin Crossno, a lifelong 
resident of Huntingdon. 
Having worked alongside 
his parents for 25 years 
before becoming owner, 
Kevin has now dedicated 
34 years of his life to the 
family business. 

As Huntingdon Carpet 
Center celebrates this 
milestone anniversary, 
the Crossno family reflects 
on the support they have 
received throughout the 
years. 

“We cannot thank the 
people of Carroll County 
and the surrounding coun-
ties enough for their busi-
ness and support over the 
past 50 years,” the Crossno 
family said in a joint state-
ment. “This business has 
truly been a blessing to 
our family, and we take 
great pride in serving our 
community. Every custom-
er, referral and friendship 
has helped make this mile-
stone possible.” 

The legacy continues 
into a third generation as 
Kevin’s daughter, Kensley 
Crossno Douglas, works 

part-time alongside her 
father — carr ying for-
ward the family’s tradi-
tion of quality materials, 
dependable service and 
dedication to customer 
satisfaction. 

Huntingdon Carpet Cen-
ter is located at 19719 East 
Main Street in Huntingdon, 
Tenn. The Crossno fam-
ily welcomes customers, 
friends and community 
members to stop by and 
celebrate this special an-
niversary year with them.

As they look toward the 
future, the family remains 
committed to the same 
values that have guided 
the business for the past 
50 years: quality products, 
honest service and appre-
ciation for the community 
that has supported them 
every step of the way. 

The Crossno family ex-
tends its sincere thanks 
to everyone who has been 
a part of this journey and 
looks forward to serving 
the area for many years 
to come.

Three generations of the Crossno family celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Huntingdon Carpet Center. The family-owned business has served Huntingdon 
and surrounding communities since 1976. Pictured (L to R) are Zac Douglas, 
Kensley Douglas, Kelby Crossno, Vicki Crossno, Kane Crossno, Kevin Crossno, 
Kiley Crossno, Manuel Crossno and Lula Crossno. Submitted photo

Huntingdon Carpet Center Celebrates 
50 Years of Serving West Tennessee 

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (June 19) 
— Shooting Hunger hosted 
its annual West Tennessee 
event, a Sporting Clays Fun 
Shoot, Friday at the Car-
roll County Shooting Sports 
Park. The event drew over 
200 participants.

Friday’s event was the 
second leg of a three-stage 
annual campaign. East Ten-
nessee’s event was earlier 
this month in Kodak, and 
Middle Tennessee’s event is 
in Nashville in September.

When the smoke clears 
from the last shotgun blast, 
funds from the three events 
will be combined and dis-
tributed equally among the 
state’s 95 counties. Local 
representatives of Shoot-
ing Hunger sponsors will 
then work with civic or-
ganizations and churches 
to distribute food, primar-
ily through backpacks at 
schools. Backpacks will be 
distributed on Fridays and 
will contain food for a Friday 
dinner and three meals each 
on Saturday and Sunday.

Now in its twelfth year 
(tenth in Carroll County), 
Shooting Hunger has pro-
vided over three million 
meals to hungry Tennesse-
ans. Last year, efforts yielded 
$285,000.

The annual event is made 
possible through a partner-
ship between Tennessee 
Farm Bureau, Tennessee 
Farmers Cooperative, Farm 
Credit Mid-America and 
Rural 1st.

Five-person teams com-
peted at multiple stations 
along the course. Prizes were 
awarded to the top three 
teams and the top individ-
ual shooter in each flight 

(morning and afternoon). 
The top youth shooter in 
each flight was awarded a 
$500 scholarship by Farm 
Credit Mid-America and 
Rural 1st.

Case Knives sold com-
memorative knives, includ-
ing a one-of-a-kind piece 
which was auctioned, to 
contribute to the funds 
raised.

Other major sponsors in-
cluded Tosh Farms (a found-
ing sponsor), Tyson Foods 
(who provided lunch), En-
terprise, Coleman Tractor 
Co., H&R Agri-Power, Unit-
ed Co-Op, GreenPoint AG, 
Tennessee Pork Producers 
Association, Helena and Nu-
tra Blend.

Bryan Wright, executive 
vice president of Tennessee 
Farm Bureau, told The Ban-
ner, “The reason that these 
events are important, it casts 
the industry of agriculture in 
a positive light, because at 
the end of the day, our job 
is to feed hungry folks, and 

that’s what we do.
“But the big thing is, we’re 

here to feed hungry kids, 
and if we get a little bit of 
credit for that, that’s great, 
but if we don’t, we’ve still 
done something good for 
our fellow man. And at the 
end of the day, it doesn’t get 
any more basic than hunger. 
A friend of mine says if you 
have a lot of problems in life, 
but you’re hungry, you’ve 
only got one problem. You 
need something to eat.

“We just believe it’s the 
right thing to do, because 
kids can’t learn if they’re 
hungry. So that’s what we’re 
here for. We’re doing this 
all across the state, we’re 
going to finish up the year 
strong, and we’re going to 
feed a bunch of hungry kids 
because of it.”

Jody Wade, senior finan-
cial officer for Farm Cred-
it Mid-America, told The 
Banner, “I’ve been a part of 
Shooting Hunger since we 
began here in Carroll Coun-
ty ten years ago. It doesn’t 
seem like it’s been ten years 
since we started this benefit. 
It’s been a really successful 
event, being able to help 
feed hungry Tennesseans.

“It’s actually something 
that became pretty personal 
for me. Obviously, I work 
in the field of agriculture, 
so we’re helping farmers 
to feed the world. This is 
kind of narrowly focused on 
Tennessee.

“I got into the sport of 
sporting clays because of 
one of these events. It be-
came a lot of fun and some-
thing I do most every single 
weekend. So, it’s a really 
good event where the peo-
ple of Ag come together for 
a common goal: feed hungry 
Tennesseans.”

The CoBank team of (L to R) Terry Hilliard, Barrett Shepherd, Morgan Hilliard, 
Taylor Hilliard and Peyton Hilliard await their turn at a station. The latter three are 
members of the McKenzie Shooting Sports Team. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Shooting Hunger Draws Over 200

Taylor Hilliard, a member 
of the McKenzie Shooting 
Sports Team representing 
the CoBank team in the 
Shooting Hunger event, 
blasts a sporting clay. Pho-
to by Brad Sam/The Banner

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (June 
16-22) — Several special 
guests paid the Carroll 
County Library a visit over 
the week, speaking with 
children as part of the li-
brary’s educational sum-
mer program.

Tuesday, Smokey Bear 
visited patrons of the li-
brary, continuing a long-
standing tradition between 
the library and the State of 
Tennessee Forestry Divi-
sion. Children’s Librarian 
Grace Hawkins began the 
morning with storytime, 
reading about Smokey 
Bear’s backstory. 

Hawkins taught students 
about Smokey Bear’s three 
important rules to prevent 
forest fires:

1. Only you can prevent 
wildfires.

2. Always be careful with 
fire.

3. Never play with match-
es or lighters.

Smokey Bear then joined 
the children in the library, 
accepting their many bear 
hugs and high-fives.

On Wednesday, Carroll 
County Mayor Joseph But-
ler took over storytime, 
reading two books that 
aptly fit the library’s dino-
saur-themed summer read-
ing program: ‘Thesaurus 
Rex’ and ‘Ten Minutes to 

Bed, Little Dinosaur.’
Lisa Costello, of Camp 

Costello Farms Honey, vis-
ited the library on Thurs-
day, June 18, to teach sum-
mer reading program par-
ticipants about bees and 
beekeeping.

The library also hosted 
Runaway Puppet Theater 
Monday, June 22.

Carroll County Library’s 

summer reading program 
continues this week with 
the following events: Terry 
Hedges Magic (June 23, 
10:30 a.m.), Tot Time/Sec-
ond Harvest (June 24, 10:30 
a.m.) and Storybook Stroll 
at the Discovery Park of 
America (June 27, 10 a.m.).

The Carroll County Li-
brary is located at 625 High 
Street, Huntingdon, Tenn.

Lisa Costello outfits Robin Nance in a beekeeper’s 
uniform. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Special Guests Visit Carroll County Library

Librarian Grace Hawkins and some of Carroll County Library’s summer 
reading program participants are pictured with Smokey Bear. Photo by 
Lyndsey Summers/The Banner
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