
CONTACT US   McKenzie Banner, 3 Banner Row, McKenzie, TN 38201
P: 731.352.3323 • F: 731.352.3322 • E: banner@mckenziebanner.com 2026

Sc
an

 �
 W

eb
sit

e

© 2026  TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

WE RECYCLE

A PRODUCT OF TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING, INC. @McKenzieBannerMcKenzieBanner.com @mckBANNERHome of Bethel University

McKENZIE, TENNESSEE

The Hub of Carroll, Henry and Weakley Counties Since 1870.THE

BANNERBANNER
THE

@McKenzieBannerMcKenzieBanner.com @mckBANNER

INDEX News 2  |  Opinion 4  |  Obituaries 5
Calendar 5  |  Records 7  |  Notices 7
Marketplace 8  |  People 10

COURTESY JOHN BRICE, TSSAA
SALT LAKE CITY (June 29) — 

Before ever playing an organized 
sport, Patrick Willis recalls seeing 
highlight tapes – yes, the old VHS 
variety in his elementary classroom 
– of former Hollow Rock-Bruceton
Central High School players who

starred for the Tigers before him.
“I remember that day like yester-

day,” Willis recalls of a moment in 
science class. “I remember saying 
to myself, ‘Academics is tough. 
What am I gonna do? I want to 

My name is Tommy Da-
vis. I am running for Carroll 
County Road Supervisor. I 
will be a write-in candidate 
on the August 6 ballot.

I am a lifelong resident 
of Carroll County. My wife, 
Stacy,  and I  have been 
married 30 years. We have 
two sons, Alex (Kasey) and 
Dalton (Shelby), and two 
granddaughters, Sterling and 
Millie.

I have been employed with 
the Carroll County Highway 

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (July 4) — The City 
of McKenzie’s Freedom Festival 
lit up the night sky Saturday, to 
the delight of many residents. 
The annual Fourth of July event, 
hosted at the McKenzie City Park, 
persevered despite severe storms 
looming ahead.

While waiting for the fireworks 
show to start, attendees enjoyed 
food and drinks from various food 
trucks including Sweet Heifers, 
Burkes, Italian Ice, Elevate, Groovy 
Glazed Donuts, Bubba’s Hot Dogs 
and Ryro’s Lemonade.

The city’s Freedom Train shut-
tled attendees to and from their ve-
hicles as the park became increas-
ingly crowded. McKenzie police 
officers and firefighters maintained 
a strong presence to ensure safety.

The fireworks display was han-
dled by Pyro Shows, the LaFollette, 
Tenn.-based company also respon-
sible for Nashville’s largest-ever 
fireworks show on Saturday night. 

JT Williams and Milan firefight-
ers Mark Chartrand and Grant 
Singleton prepared the fireworks 
for McKenzie’s show. 

The fireworks show began at 9 
p.m. and lasted approximately 10
minutes. 

Tax Rate Unchanged

BY JASON R. MARTIN
jmartin@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGD ON ( June 
27) — The Carroll County
Commission met June 29
with a budget-based agen-
da. The following items are
approved:

 Resolution 6-06-2026 
fixes the Tax Levy in Carroll 
County for the Fiscal Year 
2026-27. The combined 
property tax rate for Car-
roll County for a year shall 
be $0.88 on each $1000 of 
taxable property, which 
is to provide revenue for 
each of the following funds 
and otherwise conforms 
to the following levies : 
General ($0.6782); Solid 
Waste ($0.0526); Highway 
($0.0772); School Trans-
portation ($0.047); General 
Debt Service ($0.025).

 Resolution 6-07-2026 
makes appropriations to 
the Various Funds, Depart-
ments, Institutions, Offic-
es, and Agencies of Carroll 
County, Tennessee, for the 

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (June 30) — The 
three candidates for Carroll County 
Sheriff faced off Tuesday night for 
a town hall and community forum, 
hosted by The McKenzie Banner and 
the Carroll County Observer, at the 
Carroll County Civic Center. 

Moderated by Retired Judge Don-
ald Parish, the three candidates — 
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Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair

Belt, Hose Replacement

Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!

SUNDAYS
10 a.m. – Sunday School 
(Classes for all ages)
11 a.m. – Morning Service
1:30 p.m. – Afternoon Service

WEDNESDAYS
7 p.m. – Mid-Week Prayer 
and Bible Study

747 WEST MAGNOLIA AVE, 
McKENZIE, TENNESSEE
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Fred Morris Associate Pastor
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Join Us This Sunday at 

Grace Baptist Church!

Grace Baptist Church
warmly invites you and your 
family to join us for our weekly 
services. Our doors are open 
to everyone in our community.

Looking for a place to 

grow in faith and fi nd a 

welcoming community? 

See WILLIS on Page 3
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Sheriff Candidates Address Community Questions in Town Hall

Tommy Davis

Patrick Willis. Courtesy of TSSAA

Fireworks illuminated the night sky during the City of McKenzie’s 
Freedom Festival Saturday night. Photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner

Retired Judge Donald Parish was the moderator during Tuesday night’s 
town hall and community forum. Carroll County Sheriff candidates 
are seated in a row beside Judge Parish — (L to R) Eric Sawyers, Ryan 
White and Michael A. Smith. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner
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C A R R O L L  C O U N T Y 
(July 5) — AGAIN! South 
Main Street in McKenzie in 
front of Block City Pizza was 
again flooded after heavy 
rains on Sunday, July 5. The 
city blocked the low-lying 
area to prevent motorists 
from driving through the 
flooded street. 

Much of the heavy rains 
were concentrated in the 
McKenzie area of Carroll 
County on Sunday. North 
Main, US 79 at the railroad 
overpass, and other city 
streets sustained temporary 
flooding. 

On Saturday, high winds 
downed trees in and around 

the city. Carroll County 
Emergency Management 
Agency said they had no re-
ports of significant damage 
during the holiday weekend 
storms. However, the area 
sustained rains on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday along 
with temperatures in the 
90s each day.

BY BRITTANY MARTIN
brittany@mckenziebanner.com

NEW YORK (July 3) — 
Ne w  Yo r k  C i t y  s t r e e t s 
around Madison Square 
Garden were bathed in an 
enchanting pink glow on 
Friday as talk of nuptials 
and a star-studded 1000+ 
guest list filled the news out-
lets. Pop superstar Taylor 
Swift and Kansas City Chiefs 
tight end Travis Kelce tied 
the knot at approximately 
5 p.m., and one lucky Jack-
son, Tenn. native caught the 
bouquet.

Ashley Smith announced 
on Instagram over the week-
end that she was the lucky 
recipient of Swift’s bouquet: 
“Celebrated an Enchanting 
Love S(T&T)ory. And some-
how…I ended up catching 
Tay Tay’s bouquet. So here’s 
to believing it’s bringing a 
lifetime of love, luck, and 

laughter my way. Congrat-
ulations, Taylor & Travis! 
Cheers to forever T&T!”

Ashley is the manager of 
player engagement at the 
National Football League 
(NFL) and the sister of Kan-
sas City Chiefs offensive 
lineman and two-time Super 
Bowl champion Trey Smith.

Ashley, 35, and Trey, 27, 
attended the wedding to-
gether dressed in comple-
menting black attire. 

The brother and sister 
duo are University School 
of Jackson (USJ) alumni; 
Ashley graduated in 2009 
and Trey in 2017. From 
there, they graduated from 
the University of Tennessee 
at Knoxville, Ashley in 2013 
and Trey in 2020.

Trey was drafted by the 
Kansas City Chiefs as a sixth-
round pick (226th overall) in 
the 2021 NFL Draft. Ash-

ley has had an impressive 
career as well, working in 
various administrative roles 
for University of Tennessee 
at Knoxville, NCAA, Kansas 
City Chiefs and NFL.

According to a CBS News 
story from November 2025, 
“While Trey helps his team-
mates run plays on the field, 
Ashley runs the NFL’s player 
engagement program, which 
supports athletes in their 
personal and professional 
growth. She helps provide 
players and their families 
with resources to guide 
them through their NFL ca-
reer and beyond, supporting 
their physical and mental 
health as well as their finan-
cial wellness.”

Ashley and Trey were 
born to Henry Smith, Jr. and 
the late Dorsetta Smith of 
Three Way, Tenn., located 
north of Jackson.

Left, Ashley Smith proudly displays the bouquet she caught at Taylor and Travis’ 
wedding. Photo courtesy of Ashley Smith  Right, Ashley Smith poses with her younger 
brother, Trey Smith, dressed and ready for Taylor and Travis’ wedding. Photo by 
Jordie Rose/Courtesy of Ashley Smith

Jackson Native Catches Bouquet at 
Taylor Swift, Travis Kelce Wedding

Holiday Storms Flood Streets

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (June 30) 
— The McKenzie Special 
S c h o o l  D i st r i c t  B oa rd 
of Education met Tues-
day evening for a budget 
workshop followed by a 
regular meeting. Despite 
several challenging fac-
tors, the overall financial 
outlook for the district is 
optimistic, allowing board 
members to take action 
on several much-needed 
projects.

Finance Director Brad 
Davis presented a budget 
proposal for 2026-27 and 
reported on the final sta-
tus of the 2025-26 budget.

The proposed new bud-
get features a balanced 
General Purpose Fund 
and a slight surplus in the 
Debt Service Fund. The 
total budget is $15.7 mil-
lion with an unchanged 
tax rate of .7438.

Included are state-man-
date d salar y sche dule 
increases as  well  as  a 
three-percent across-the-
board raise and $1,000 
b o n u s  f o r  a l l  d i s t r i c t 
employees.

Davis noted that educa-
tional assistants in McK-
enzie schools are “under-
paid as compared to some 
others in the county” and 
included an additional 
increase to those salaries.

He called 2025-26 an 
“extraordinary year finan-
cially… one of those years 
where everything went 
right.”

A “significant” amount 
was added to the General 
Purpose Fund balance, 
due to higher-than-ex-
pected sales tax receipts, 
savings from personnel 
d e p a r t u r e s  a n d  o t h e r 
costs coming in under 
budget.

Davis pointed to one 
“bright spot” in partic-
ular—that the Cafeteria 
Fund was projected to 
end the year with a sizable 
deficit but instead pro-
duced a slight surplus. He 
noted that cafeteria staff 
would receive additional 
raises as well.

The finance director did 
acknowledge some chal-
lenges in the present and 
near-future.

Health insurance rates 
increased by 8.73 percent 
after several years of av-
erage increases of around 
six percent.

Utility costs continue 
to rise.

Some grants are ending 
or expiring.

The elementary school 
roof needs to be replaced 
at a projected cost of $1.2-
1.5 million.

Beginning next year, 
Carroll County will receive 
no more state funding. 
MSSD has been gradually 
increasing its contribu-
tion during the last several 
years in anticipation of 

this change.
The budget workshop 

lasted one hour.
The board began the 

regular meeting by ap-
proving year-end budget 
amendments to reallo-
cate funds and finalize the 
2025-26 year.

B i d s  w e re  a p p rove d 
f o r  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y 
school gymnasium floor 
replacement.

For the full  asbestos 
a b a t e m e n t ,  t h e  b o a rd 
approved the low bid of 
$19,875 from SEG, Inc.

To resurface the floor 
with a rubber base mat 
covered by a poured ure-
thane topcoat, a bid of 
$39,803 was  accepte d 
from Covington Flooring 
Company.

MSSD received three 
bids to replace the pe-
rimeter fence at the foot-
ball and practice fields at 
McKenzie Middle School. 
The low bid of $27,900 
b y  A l l S t a r  Fe n c e  w a s 
approved.

A lone bid of $37,812 
by Fuller Industries was 
approved to update the 
bathroom floors at MMS.

The board approved a 
bid request process for 
back-flow preventors at 
several district facilities. 
A service estimate pro-
vided by S.M. Lawrence 
amounted to $33,678.

Several board policies 
were amended on second 
and final reading.

Tw o  o f  t h e  u p d a t e s 
amend policies regarding 
drugs and alcohol. One 
adds language allowing 
for drug and alcohol test-
ing triggered by reason-
able suspicion, while the 
other establishes proce-
dures surrounding the 
testing process.

The policy on revenues 
was revised to allow ap-
proved district staff  to 
c o l l e c t  f u n d s  t h ro u g h 
electronic payment meth-
ods, but the Director of 
Schools or designee must 
determine when this type 
of  transaction may be 
used. At the individual 
school level, the principal 
will oversee the collection 
of funds. Another revision 
establishes rounding pro-
cedures for cash transac-
tions due to the discon-
tinuance of the penny. 
Cash transactions will be 
rounded to the nearest 
$0.05.

The Personnel Records 
policy was updated to 
mandate that the public 
may not obtain the re-
sults of individual teacher 
evaluations. This revision 
follows Tennessee law.

Updates were approved 
to separation practices 
for three categories of 
district employees: ten-
ured, non-tenured and 
non-cert i f ie d.  In each 
case, language was add-
ed to allow for temporary 
removal from duty not to 

be considered disciplinary 
“but rather a precaution-
ary measure until a de-
termination can be made” 
about further actions.

Another update clari-
fies language prohibiting 
employees with a conta-
gious or communicable 
disease from performing 
duties in a location that 
might endanger the health 
of students. The amend-
ment allows the Director 
of Schools to reassign the 
employee to alternate du-
ties, place the employee 
on administrative leave 
with pay or temporari-
ly remove the employee 
from the school setting.

The policy on politi-
cal activities was updat-
ed to reiterate that dis-
trict-owned property may 
not be used for political 
promotion or solicitation 
and that employees shall 
n o t  u s e  a u d i o  o r  v i d -
eo messages to engage 
in such activity during 
school hours.

A policy was updated 
to state that teachers who 
engage in private tutoring 
do so as independent ac-
tors and that the district 
shall not be liable for any 
claims or damages arising 
from such services. No 
private teaching or tutor-
ing should happen during 
regular school day hours.

Finally,  a policy was 
amended to clarify that 
the director of schools is 
the only position directly 
employed by the board 
of education and that all 
others are employed, su-
per vised and managed 
under the authority of the 
director.

A field trip to Austin 
Peay State University was 
approved for  the high 
school volleyball team.

Director of Schools Dr. 
Justin Barden provided 
a  re p o r t  o f  p e r s o n n e l 
changes in the district.

Retirements include 
Veda Haney and Kathy 
Barcroft.

Resignations include 
Jennifer Allen, Tara Sharp, 
Molly Hannah Wilson, 
Christy Hampton, Hannah 
Whitworth, Tyler Holt, 
Lindsey Holt and Audra 
Atkins.

N e w  h i r e s  a r e  A m y 
Reed, Stacy Sullivan, Vic-
toria Ashley, Jay Taylor, 
Sydney Luker, Brooke Ro-
driguez, Valerie Dillion, 
Adalyn Furr (non-facul-
ty), Amberleigh Cooper, 
C o l by  A k i n ,  C o u r t n e y 
Cooley and Jake Cassidy 
(non-faculty).

Non-renewals include 
Emily Bolin, Betsy Flynt 
and Alec Meddings.

The regular meeting ad-
journed after 45 minutes.

Board member Bobby 
Young was absent.

The board meets next 
on Tuesday, July 7 at 5:30 
p.m.

McKenzie School Board Approves Multiple 
Projects Amid Optimistic Budget Talks

At the request of 26th 
Judicial District Attorney 
General Jody Pickens, TBI 
special agents continue to in-
vestigate the circumstances 
of a deadly officer-involved 
shooting on Friday after-
noon involving the Tennes-
see Highway Patrol and the 
Madison County Sheriff ’s 
Office.

Preliminary information 
indicates the incident oc-
curred on Interstate 40 near 
Exit 87. THP troopers had 
been pursuing a vehicle 
heading westbound, believ-
ing it to be driven by a kid-
napping suspect, 37-year-old 
Jason Michael Trevino, with 
a young child in the vehi-
cle. Law enforcement used 
spike maneuvers to stop the 

vehicle on I-40 just west of 
Exit 87, leading to a hours-
long standoff, during which 
the male subject released 
the child from the vehicle. 
A short time later, the man 
exited the vehicle and began 
walking westbound along the 
shoulder. Law enforcement 
officers attempted to use less 
lethal means to take him into 
custody but were unsuccess-
ful. The situation escalated 
when the man brandished a 
weapon, resulting in law en-
forcement firing upon him, 
striking and killing him. No 
law enforcement officers sus-
tained injury in the incident.

TBI agents are working to 
independently determine the 
series of events leading to the 
shooting, including collect-

ing evidence and conducting 
interviews. Throughout the 
process, investigative find-
ings will be shared with the 
District Attorney General 
for his further review and 
consideration. The TBI acts 
solely as fact-finders in its 
cases and does not deter-
mine whether the actions 
of an officer were justified 
in these types of matters. 
That decision rests with the 
District Attorney General re-
questing TBI’s involvement.

The TBI does not iden-
tify the officers involved in 
these types of incidents and 
instead refers questions of 
that nature to the respective 
department to answer as it 
sees fit.

TBI Agents Investigating I-40, Madison 
County Officer-Involved Shooting Death

JACKSON (July 5) — The 
Tennessee Wildlife Resourc-
es Agency (TWRA) con-
firmed a sighting of a black 
bear near the borders of Car-
roll and Henderson counties. 
A citizen's photo of the bear 
in a cornfield is making its 
way around social media.

Such sightings are not un-
common during the sum-
mer, as the agency typically 
receives an increase in calls 
regarding black bears at this 
time of year. These animals 
have a wide natural range 
and are known to travel great 
distances throughout the 
state. Last year, black bears 
were spotted in several lo-
cations while searching for 
food, water, and shelter. As 
the black bear population re-
covers from the low numbers 
observed 75 years ago, their 
range is expected to expand 
beyond East Tennessee, 
where it is most abundant. 
This resurgence represents 
a conservation success story, 
as black bears return to their 
historic territories.

When we receive reports 
of a bear, our officers and bi-
ologists monitor the situation 
to assess whether the bear is 
behaving naturally or causing 
any nuisance. Unfortunately, 
when bears appear in areas 

where they are typically not 
found, such as West Ten-
nessee, media coverage and 
public sharing of the bear's 
location can encourage peo-
ple to seek it out. If people 
refrain from approaching 
the bear, it will likely move 
on naturally.

Humans often uninten-
tionally attract and provide 
food for wild animals, includ-
ing black bears, near their 
homes. Common attrac-
tants include bird feeders, 
trash cans, birdbaths, and 
pet food bowls with leftover 
food. These items can attract 
bears and other unwanted 
wildlife into residential areas. 
By following a few simple 
guidelines from BearWise, 
you can reduce negative in-
teractions with these animals 
and help deter bears from 
approaching. Here are some 
BearWise tips:

Never follow a black bear. 
Give wildlife plenty of space 
to leave the area. Attempt-
ing to follow an animal for 
photos can inadvertently put 
both wildlife and humans in 
danger.

Never intentionally feed 
bears and be mindful of 
unintentional food sources 
around your home. Items like 
trash, bird feeders, unpicked 

garden vegetables, greasy 
grills, and outdoor pet food 
can attract bears.

Secure food, garbage, recy-
cling, and grills in locations 
that are inaccessible to bears 
and other wildlife.

Inform your neighbors 
about any bear activity and 
make noise when leaving 
your home to alert wildlife 
to your presence.

It's important to remem-
ber that the presence of a 
bear does not automatically 
put humans in immediate 
danger. Bears often flee when 
they hear loud noises or see 
people waving their arms. 
By keeping a safe distance 
and avoiding any actions 
that could be perceived as 
threatening, residents can 
significantly reduce the risk 
of confrontation.

Visit bearwise.org to un-
lock insights and practical 
solutions from BearWise. 
This program helps home-
owners, businesses, and 
communities live in harmo-
ny with bears, ensuring a 
peaceful coexistence.

The Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency is respon-
sible for protecting, manag-
ing, and conserving fish and 
wildlife species for the ben-
efit of Tennesseans and visi-
tors. The Agency also main-
tains public safety through 
law enforcement and safety 
education on waterways.

TWRA: Black Bear Confirmed at 
Carroll, Henderson County Line
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be a doctor or maybe a 
lawyer.’ I loved Colum-
bo and Matlock, but the 
more I thought about it, 
I said ‘Wait, I heard that 
if you can be really good 
at sports–it’s very hard to 
accomplish–they will also 
pay you to do it as well.’

“So that day I said I’m 
gonna give it everything 
I’ve got and become a pro-
fessional athlete and by 
30 years old, I’ll be able 
to retire.”

Hav i n g  wa t c h e d  h i s 
grandfather work into his 
80s before retiring, the 
young Willis set himself 
on a different path that 
day in Mr. Neal’s classroom 
– one that would require 
extraordinary sacrifice and 
determination, but one 
that has led to countless 
accolades, including his 
College Football Hall of 
Fame induction in 2019, 
Pro Football Hall of Fame 
enshrinement in 2024, and 
now his 2026 induction 
into the NFHS National 
High School Hall of Fame. 
Willis and 11 others were 
honored in a Monday cere-
mony at the Hyatt Regency 
in Salt Lake City.

Growing up in a trail-
er park in rural Bruce-
ton, Tenn., Willis faced 
childhood difficulties that 
would have crushed most 
spirits. By age 10, he was 
working cotton fields to 
help support his family 
while simultaneously serv-
ing as caretaker to three 
younger siblings in an abu-
sive household. Through 
the hardship, something 
deep within Willis was 
beginning to take shape 
– a resilience and mental 
fortitude that his future 
coaches would marvel at 
and a quiet determination 
that refused to let circum-
stances define destiny.

I n  f o o t b a l l ,  W i l l i s 
compiled staggering ca-
reer numbers at Hollow 
Rock-Bruceton Central: 
465 tackles, 258 solo tack-
les, 20 sacks, 42 tackles for 
loss, and 13 interceptions 
– all school records. He 
remains the only player 
in Tennessee history to 
be named as a finalist for 
both back and lineman 
Mr. Football Awards in the 
same season, winning the 
Lineman Award outright 
in 2002.

In basketball, he scored 
1,609 career points for 
the Tigers while helping 
transform a program that 
had gone 0-68 in the three 
years before his arrival 
into District Champions by 

2003. He earned All-Dis-
trict honors in baseball as 
well, cementing his status 
as a true three-sport star 
for the small Carroll Coun-
ty school.

Willis now is the state 
of Tennessee’s 16th NFHS 
Hall of Fame inductee.

He credits just about ev-
eryone but himself.

“It was like a village,” 
says Willis, winner of SEC 
Defensive Player of the 
Year, Butkus and Lambert 
awards in his 2006 farewell 
campaign at Ole Miss. “My 
grandmother lived up on 
the hill, my cousins and 
uncles who I grew up play-
ing all the sports with lived 
just around the corner.

“Truthfully, I would like 
to give a shoutout to my 
cousin, Jonte Willis. He 
was the one that always 
pushed me to compete 
even harder. He was al-
ways that one who said, 
‘We got to go work, got 
to go lift; if we want to be 
good, we got to be stronger 
than all those other guys.’ 
I’d just follow his lead.

“I’m just grateful for my 
coaches and teammates 
and teachers and family. 
All of the above. They did 
this.”

Willis does, however, re-
member a singular perfor-
mance on the high school 
gridiron after his dream 
collegiate program, Phil-
lip Fulmer’s University of 
Tennessee, had informed 
him that the Vols would 
not recruit him. In the 
Central stands that day 
was then-Ole Miss defen-
sive assistant coach Mike 
MacIntyre.

“Coach [Rod] Sturdivant 
comes and tells me, ‘Ole 
Miss is in the stands,’” says 
Willis, who would eventu-
ally become both a College 
Football and Pro Football 
Hall of Famer and a No. 
11 overall NFL draft pick 
in 2007. “I just remember 
being like ‘focus on ball 
and school.’ Don’t do what 

people do in the movies 
and mess up, just go out 
there and play my game 
and be me.

“I went out and set a 
record for the first three 
touches scoring a touch-
down and had 17 tack-
les on defense and one 
interception.”

Sturdivant remembers 
Willis for bringing the en-
tire community along with 
him – and reminisces on 
what he might have been 
on the baseball diamond.

“He just made every-
body feel like they were 
a part of his life and what 
he accomplished, every-
body felt a part of that,” 
says Sturdivant.

His selection as “Mr. 
CHS” by his peers spoke 
to his character beyond 
the field, while his involve-
ment in FCA, Math Club, 
Spanish Club, and other 
organizations made him a 
visible leader across cam-
pus. For the communities 
of Hollow Rock and Bru-
ceton, he wasn’t just their 
star athlete – he was their 
son, their neighbor, their 
proof that hard work and 
character could overcome 
any obstacle.

His 2019 induction into 
the Carroll County Sports 
Hall of Fame cemented 
his status as a local leg-
end, forever woven into 
the fabric of West Tennes-
see sports history.

That childhood day-
dream in Mr. Neal’s sci-
ence class – the prayer of a 
boy who dared to imagine 
a different future – mani-
fested into a career worthy 
of his growing stack of hall 
of fame accolades. Patrick 
Willis proved that with 
passion, perseverance, and 
supporting those around 
him, even the most auda-
cious dreams whispered in 
elementary school class-
rooms can become reality. 
And he did it all by age 30, 
just as he promised him-
self he would.

Fiscal Year beginning July 
1, 2026, and ending June 
30, 2027. The amounts 
appropriated for the oper-
ating expenses, capital out-
lays, transfers, and for pay-
ment of principal and in-
terest on the County’s debt 
are set according to the 
following schedule: Gen-
eral Fund ($16,585,876); 
Solid Waste/Sanitation 
Fund ($2,523,789); Grant 
Fund ($2,144,763); Drug 
Control Fund ($121,802); 
American Rescue Plan 
Fund ($2,495,699); High-
way Fund ($4,630,935); 
General Purpose School 
Fund ($4,166,095); School 
Transportation ($973,040); 
General Debt ($439,314).

C o n c e r n s  w e r e  e x-
pressed about the budget’s 
approval due to the Car-
roll County School Board’s 
million-dollar dip into re-
serves. The ongoing deficit 
spending is something that 
will be addressed by the 
Commission in the near 
future. This made the third 
year in a row the school 
board pulled from re-
serves. Commissioner Bar-
ry Mac Murphy expressed 
his concerns and was the 
sole no vote on approving 
the budget.

 Resolution 6-05-2026 
makes appropriations to 
Non-Profit Organizations 
of Carroll County for the 
Fiscal Year 2026-27. The 

nonprofit organizations 
in Carroll County receiv-
ing funding are reflected 
below: Carroll  County 
Rescue Squad ($8,000); 
Gordon Browning Mu-
seum ($5,000); McKen-
z i e  M e m o r i a l  L i b ra r y 
($6,000); Carl Perkins Cen-
ter ($25,000); TN Rehab 
Center ($1,500); Carroll 
County Shooting Sports 
Park ($10,000); WRAP Or-
ganization ($3,823); CASA 
of Carroll County ($2,000). 
To t a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o 
non-profit organizations 
is $61,323.

 Resolution 4-07-2026 
(amended) - updates Pay-
roll Policy and Transition 
to Biweekly Pay for Days 
Worked Structure. The 
amended proposed policy 
follows a new biweekly 
payroll schedule (26 pay 
periods per year), while 
ensuring compensation is 
based solely on actual days 
worked, approved leave, 
and recognized holidays, 

and further establishes 
that all holidays will be 
paid in the pay period in 
which they occur and will 
no longer be banked or 
carried forward for any de-
partment in Carroll Coun-
ty Government.

 Resolution 6-01-2026 
adopts the Carroll County 
Fire Department Standard 
Operating Manual, Stan-
dard Operating Guidelines, 
and Standard Operating 
Procedures.

 Resolution 6-02-2026 
amends the General Fund 
Budget for End of Year.

 Resolution 6-03-2026 
amends the Solid Waste 
Fund Budget for End of 
Year.

 Resolution 6-04-2026 
amends the Drug Fund 
Budget for End of Year.

The following were elect-
ed notaries: Lisa Brewer, 
Katie Gergar, Lalonnie 
Gillespie, Karen Moore and 
Sheri Singleton.

During the citizens fo-
rum, Sheriff Andy Dickson 
informed the Commission 
that a resolution to estab-
lish a hazardous duty sup-
plemental benefit would 
be on the agenda during 
the August meeting. The 
resolution was recom-
mended by the Finance, 
Ways and Means Com-
mittee but failed to pass 
through the Resolutions 
Committee. A possible 
agreement was reached by 
both Committees to place 
it on the next agenda.

The next meeting of the 
Carroll County Commis-
sion is August 10 at 7 p.m.

Willis
...From Front Page

Department for 30 years. 

I have held the position of 

foreman for the past eight 

years.
Our roads connect our 

families, businesses, farms, 
schools and emergency ser-
vices. My priority is to work 
hard to maintain safe roads, 
spend taxpayer dollars wisely 
and respond to road con-
cerns in a timely manner.

Your vote will be greatly 
appreciated. Please remem-
ber—you will need to write 
in my name and mark the 
box next to it for your vote 
to count.

Tommy Davis
C a n d i d a t e  f o r  R o a d 

Supervisor

Davis
...From Front Page

Budget
...From Front Page

Patrick Willis (left) was inducted into the NFHS 
National High School Hall of Fame on Monday, June 
29 in Salt Lake City. Photo courtesy TSSAA

Eric Sawyers (R), Michael A. 
Smith (I) and Ryan White (I) 
— answered questions sub-
mitted by Carroll County res-
idents about their priorities 
once assuming office. Over 
100 individuals attended the 
event, with more tuning in 
via livestream, to hear the 
candidates’ responses.

The town hall and commu-
nity forum was split into two 
parts. In the first half, can-
didates answered questions 
submitted prior to the event. 
In the second, candidates an-
swered questions submitted 
during the event. Candidates 
answered questions in an 
order determined by a game 
card draw before each half. 

Questions varied, with 
some being about the de-
partment’s budget and others 
about deputy recruitment 
and retention. The candi-
dates answered questions 
about the Carroll County Jail, 
inmate rehabilitation and 
work programs, and emer-
gency response times. The 
three candidates each ranked 
aggressive drug enforcement 
as their top priority once 
gaining office.

Eric Sawyers, a fifth-gen-
eration Carroll County res-
ident and the sheriff race’s 
Republican candidate, has 
25 years of experience in the 
Carroll County Sheriff’s Office 
(CCSO). In his responses, 
Sawyers promoted a lead-
ership approach that is visi-

ble, engaged and accessible 
to both citizens and CCSO 
employees. 

Sawyers said that the cur-
rent sheriff, Andy Dickson, 
will leave the department in 
good shape. He didn’t see a 
current need for developing 
a special warrant task force, 
nor for implementing deputy 
patrol zoning. However, he 
did propose new community 
programs such as senior out-
reach, summer youth camps, 
church security assessments 
and inmate work programs.

Michael A. Smith, a life-
long Carroll Countian, has 18 
years of experience working 
in law enforcement and 15 
years of experience as a Car-
roll County First Responder. 
In the forum, Smith priori-
tized protecting vulnerable 
populations — especially 
the elderly and children — 
and supported the start of a 
countywide neighborhood 
watch program.

Smith, a current CCSO 
shift sergeant, concurred with 
Sawyers’ opinions on zoning, 
saying previous patrol zon-
ing attempts failed due to 
manpower limits. To recruit 
and retain deputies, Smith 
suggested having school re-
source officers (SROs) engage 
with students early, encour-
aging them to enter a career 
in law enforcement. In a con-
versation about jail programs, 
Smith favored ministry, GED 
and second-chance work 
programs.

Ryan White has over 25 
years of law enforcement ex-
perience, currently serving as 
the City of McKenzie’s police 

chief. During the forum, he 
listed his priorities as imple-
menting county-wide zoning 
to reduce response times, 
requiring body cameras for 
transparency, intensifying 
drug enforcement and ex-
panding rehabilitation pro-
grams to reduce repeat 
offenses.

To recruit  and retain 
well-qualified deputies, 
White said he planned to 
give officers buy-in on de-
partmental decisions. He also 
emphasized the importance 
of mentorship and extensive 
training. White said com-
munity engagement is vital 
to ensure trust between the 
department and the people 
it serves. He said he wants 
to expand his “Shop with a 
First Responder” event coun-
ty-wide and that he supports 
community watches where 
they are wanted.

The town hall event is 
available to watch on The 
McKenzie Banner’s Facebook 
and YouTube pages, or at live.
mckenziebanner.com.

The three candidates’ 
campaigns come to an end 
in August, when one will be 
elected the next leader of the 
Carroll County Sheriff’s De-
partment. The early voting 
period for this election is July 
17–August 1. Election day is 
August 6, 2026.

Other county-level posi-
tions on the August 6 bal-
lot are Circuit Court Clerk, 
County Mayor, Assessor 
of Property, County Clerk, 
Trustee, Register of Deeds, 
Road Supervisor and County 
Commission Districts 1–9.

Sheriff
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Left, Sheriff Candidate Eric Sawyers responds to a question posed by attendees 
during the town hall event.  Center, Sheriff Candidate Ryan White responds to a 
question during the community forum.  Right, Sheriff Candidate Michael A. Smith 
responds to a community-member’s question during the community forum. Photos 
by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Sheriff Andy Dickson

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (July 2) — On 
Thursday, the fourth con-
secutive day of extreme heat 
and humidity in northwest 
Tennessee, Central Refriger-
ation owner Zack Cox spoke 
to The Banner and shared 
some tips to maximize the 
efficiency of residential cen-
tral air conditioning.

The heat wave continued 
into Friday, but rain and 
thunderstorms dominated 
the holiday weekend, push-
ing temperatures down. Pre-
cipitation chances remain 
moderate throughout the 
coming week, and temps are 
expected to hover in the high 
80s. Another period of heat is 
forecast to begin next week. 
The predicted high for Tues-
day, July 14 is 94 degrees.

Cox led with the two most 
effective things one can do to 
increase the lifespan of a cen-
tral air system: change the 
filter and have units main-
tenanced by a professional.

He also recommended 
rinsing the unit’s coils with a 
hose and warned against us-
ing a pressure washer, which 
he said can hinder air flow. 
In addition, a high-pressure 
spray can cause a coil to 
be impacted, which further 
reduces efficiency and can 
cause compressors and ca-
pacitors to fail.

Cox said, “A dirty outdoor 
coil can lead to a 30-plus 
percent reduction of energy 
efficiency.”

He warned that dirty fil-
ters allow blower wheels to 
become matted with debris 
and dirt. “One-eighth of an 
inch of debris can reduce 
efficiency by 20 percent.”

The HVAC professional 
offered a plethora of small 
household habits that can 
add up to a real impact on 
the thermostat. Keep blinds 
closed and use drapes. Grill 
outdoors instead of heating 
up appliances in the kitch-
en. Dry clothes at night or 
hang them to air dry. Make 
sure ceiling fans are turning 

counter-clockwise.
“Basically,” he said, “any-

thing that puts off heat, re-
frain from using it if you can.”

Humidity levels are a 
big culprit in heat leading 
to misery around the clock. 
Humidity increases at night, 
and Cox noted that when 
your AC unit isn’t running 
at night, outside humidity 
infiltrates the home. He rec-
ommended utilizing a dehu-
midifier to combat this effect.

Cox said that many com-
panies will be bombarded 
with service calls this time 
of year, as much as tripling 
when the temperature reach-
es 95 degrees.

But he says he’s been able 
to keep that under control 
with his customers thanks to 
Central’s maintenance pro-
gram, which offers routine 
servicing of units for a small 
monthly fee.

Central Refrigeration is lo-
cated at 47 E. Bruce Street in 
McKenzie. The phone num-
ber is 731-352-7900.

Central Refrigeration technician Michael Thomas sprays down coils as part of the 
maintenance of a residential HVAC unit. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Central Refrigeration Owner 
Offers Tips for AC Efficiency



(USPS 336080)
Periodical Postage 

Paid at McKenzie, TN
PRINTED BY OFFSET
Published Each Tuesday 

at 3 Banner Row
McKenzie, TN 38201-2230

POSTMASTER:
Send Address Changes to 

McKenzie Banner, 
3 Banner Row, 

McKenzie, TN 38201-2230

PHONE 731.352.3323
FAX 731.352.3322
E-MAIL banner@mckenziebanner.com
MAIL The McKenzie Banner 
 3 Banner Row 
 McKenzie, TN 38201-2230
WEB www.mckenziebanner.com
HOURS Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
 Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 Sat.-Sun. Closed
DEADLINE Monday 10 a.m.

THE

BANNERBANNER
THE

CONTACT US

TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING, INC.

CORPOR ATION E S T. 19 7 8

Ta
ki

ng
 Car

e of P

eople, Printing and Promotions. From concept to com
pletion, all under one roof.

Ho
m

e o
f T

he
 M

cK
en

zie
 Banner newspaper.  Locally Owned.  Est. 1870. Covering Carroll, Henry, & W

eakley counties.

W
e p

rin
t o

n p
ap

er
, p

las
tic

, a
crylic, metal, glass, corrugated, canvas, wood, leather, vinyl, cork —

 you name it.

Ne
w

s  
|  P

rin
tin

g  
|  L

ar
ge Format  |  P

romo Products  |  Branding  |  Marketing  |  Cam
paigns  |  W

eb ...and m
ore.

Carroll County’s Largest Newspaper!

FOLLOW

2026

@McKenzieBanner @mckBANNER
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

United States Constitution 
BILL OF RIGHTS: AMENDMENT I

OU
R 

ST
AF

F BRITTANY WASHBURN MARTIN
Publisher • Graphic Designer • Editor
brittany@mckenziebanner.com
JASON R. MARTIN
Editor • News & Sports • TCP Print Shop
jmartin@mckenziebanner.com

JOEL WASHBURN
Publisher Emeritus • Editor • News & Sports
washburn@mckenziebanner.com
TERESA WASHBURN
Offi  ce Manager • Accounting
teresa@mckenziebanner.com

JANNA PRATT
Graphic Designer • Circulation
design@mckenziebanner.com
BILLY FUZZELL
Distribution • TCP Print Shop
printing@tricopub.com

BRAD SAM
News & Sports
brad@mckenziebanner.com
LYNDSEY SUMMERS
Graphic Designer • News
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

Honorary (Former) Staff   LINDA BOLTON Associate Editor Emerita   RAMONA WASHBURN Publisher, 1985-2015

Scan � WebsiteLOCAL Carroll, Henry & Weakley Counties

PRINT + ONLINE  (6 Months)................ $25
PRINT + ONLINE  (1 Year) ..................... $39

ELSEWHERE Outside the Local Area

PRINT + ONLINE  (6 Months)................ $28
PRINT + ONLINE  (1 Year) ..................... $48

ANYWHERE in the world.

ONLINE ONLY  (1 Year).......................... $25
ONLINE ONLY  (1 Month) ......................... $4

SUPPORT LOCAL 
JOURNALISM

Your support makes the work 
we do possible. Th ank you!

ADVERTISING Call 731.352.3323 • Cell 731.393.3548 • E-mail sales@mckenziebanner.com  |  SUBMIT NEWS E-mail banner@mckenziebanner.com

Page 4 • Tuesday, July 7, 2026 • The McKenzie Banner • McKenzie, Tenn. • mckenziebanner.com OPINION • GENERAL

THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON
Embrace Your Fear and Anxiety

Things In My Head with Charles Manfredi

Kerry stares numbly at 
the notice on the bulletin 
board announcing the 
permanent closing of his 
plant. It’s the only job he’s 
had for twenty-five years. 

What am I going to do?
Wiping her sweating 

palms on her jeans, Di-
ane feels like she’s hav-
ing a heart attack. Her 
final exam this semester 
involves making a class 
presentation.  

I can’t do this! I’m go-
ing to freak out!

To b i a s  l o o k s  a t  t h e 
clock behind the desk 
where he’s checking in 
for surgery. In a matter of 
hours he’s supposed to be 
operated on for cancer.  

What if  I  don’t make 
it through the surgery?  
What if they can’t get all 
the cancer? What if it’s 
worse  than what  they 
expect?

Tara lies awake. It’s 3:00 
a.m. She has an interview 
today for a new job.  

W h a t  w i l l  I  d o  i f  I 
don’t get this job? It’s my 
third try in the last four 
months. My unemploy-
ment is running out.

D o e s  s o m e  o f  t h i s 
sound familiar?

I don’t know anyone 
who hasn’t been afraid 
or felt anxious, including 
myself.

Fear and anxiety can 
paralyze us. Worse than 
that, either of them can 
make us retreat,  crawl 
into a hole, and give up.

For years I worked with 
people to help them not 
feel afraid or anxious. Let 
me tell you: that’s hard 
work, from either the cli-
ent’s chair or the thera-
pist’s chair!

In recent years I’ve had 
a shift in my attitude to-
ward these twin killers, 
and because of the shift, 
my focus with clients has 
changed as well.

The trigger for these 
changes was my becom-

ing more aware of  my 
own internal  dialogue 
during moments of fear 
and anxiety. Here’s how 
m y  s e l f - t a l k  u s e d  t o 
sound:

“This is too much for 
me.”

“I can’t face this.”
“I don’t know what I’m 

going to do!”
“What if I don’t (make 

it, survive it, endure it, 
overcome it)?”

“I can’t move forward.”
“I don’t know what I’ll 

do if……”
What I noticed about 

this  one-way dialogue 
was the repeated use of 
the personal pronouns: 
“I” and “me.”

Suddenly,  a  number 
o f  r e a l i z a t i o n s  c o m e 
tumbling in. (Isn’t it in-
teresting how once we 
open our mind to viewing 
things differently,  new 
insights can come flood-
ing in?)

R e a l i z a t i o n  n u m b e r 
one: I was making each 
situation all about me, as 
if I was all alone in facing 
them.

R e a l i z a t i o n  n u m b e r 
t w o  c a m e  f a s t  o n  t h e 
heels of number one: All 
the statements I was mak-
ing to myself were true. I 
didn’t know what I was 
going to do. I  couldn’t 
face it. I didn’t know what 
I’d do if….

All the statements were 
true because of realiza-
tion number three: I had 
car ved G od complete-
ly out of the equation. 
He was nowhere in my 
conceptualization of my 
situation.

R e a l i z a t i o n  n u m b e r 
four said to me: “I have 
to put God in front me 
in all these situations. If 
I will let God lead, I can 
follow Him anywhere and 
survive anything.”

That last  realization 
was the one that allowed 
me to breathe easier, to 

relax, and to smile.
H o w e v e r,  I  w a s  l e f t 

with trying to understand 
where fear and anxiety 
come from. 

Neuroscientists,  who 
believe man has evolved 
over  mil l ions of  years 
from a brute caveman, 
answer that these emo-
t i o n s  c o m e  f r o m  o u r 
primitive brain, the one 
that kept us from being 
eaten by dinosaurs.

B u t  b e c a u s e  I  d o n ’ t 
share those scientists’ 
basic premise, I had to 
consider other possible 
explanations.

I know Satan’s desire is 
to make man miserable 
and, in that miser y, to 
destroy him. Satan knows 
that when man is mis-
erable, he will resort to 
most anything, especially 
ungodly things, to escape.

That’s when it occurred 
to me that fear and anxi-
ety are tools of Satan. He’s 
the one who whispers in 
our ear, “You can’t…” and 
“What if…” and “ You’ll 
never…”

Once I realized this, I 
almost laughed out loud 
because the answer was 
so simple.

Now when I feel anx-
iety or fear in my heart, 
I  turn Satan’s tools on 
their head. I put my arms 
around them and em-
brace them. 

I  speak to them and 
say, “Thank you for com-
ing by and reminding me 
that I need to be sure I 
have God in front of me. 
I  really appreciate you 
dropping by.”

So, the next time you 
feel anxious or fearful, 
don’t run or cower. Pull 
y o u r  a n x i e t y  a n d  f e a r 
closer to you. Be happy 
they stopped by.

Feel your feelings. Lis-
ten closely and discover 
what you can learn from 
them.

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES
An Unsuspected Fourth of July Postscript

It came out of nowhere. 
And good golly, I was not 
prepared.  

I had fixed an old Co-
ca-Cola clock movement 
that had a loose clutch on 
the center arbor. I got it back 
together and was letting it 
run a little before putting it 
back in the case.

The morning had passed 
quickly. I noted it was a beau-
tiful Fourth of July day as I 
made the short walk from 
the clock room to the house. 
But honestly, my mind was 
more on clocks this morning 
than the storied history of 
our country’s first 250 years.

Cathy and I had enjoyed a 
busy week before with grand-
children visiting. We were 
both looking forward to a 
quiet and peaceful Indepen-
dence Day. I moseyed down 
the hall to the back bedroom 
where Cathy was putting on 
clean sheets. She looked up 
and smiled….

I started cr ying.  And 
couldn’t stop.

The Fourth of July was 
Daddy’s favorite holiday. By 
far! He was OK with Christ-
mas. He sure paid for a lot 
of presents over the years. 
Thanksgiving meant family. 
And, in his eyes, there was 
nothing wrong with that. He 
thought Halloween was silly. 
And he worked right through 
Labor Day.  

Cathy somehow knew 
immediately. She had been 
listening to the stories for 
52 years. She stood quietly 
beside me, understood com-
pletely…that my soul had 
taken flight.

Daddy wasn’t like any oth-
er normal human on Inde-
pendence Day. He cherished 
being an American. He loved 
our small town, but he loved 
the big cities, too. “They got 
every right to enjoy their 
lives, just like we do, son.”

He didn’t talk about the 
rich history of our country. 

He didn’t talk about carrying 
on old family traditions. He 
didn’t debate you on living in 
the South versus the North. 
He didn’t talk sitting around 
the pot belly stove up at the 
service station about all the 
things that were wrong with 
America. Like so many were 
inclined to do….

He felt that he was dog-
house lucky to live here. In 
this nation. And he said so!

Daddy also didn’t talk 
about folks that were differ-
ent, strange, or down and out 
in our little community. He 
just went and helped them. 
And believe me, those early 
years when we first lived out 
at the end of Stonewall Street, 
it was sometimes hard to find 
someone further down and 
out than we were!

He felt it was a hallmark of 
America. We were all neigh-
bors…the absolute very least 
we could do was act like it. 
He was so quiet you’d have to 
follow him around a mite be-
fore you realized how much 
he cared.

He was no pushover. By 
any stretch of the imagina-
tion! He did what was right. 
And he expected others to do 
the same. But he gave folks in 
all walks of life lots of rope 
before he’d give up on them.  

He bled red, white, and 
blue every day of the year.

But he stepped up for the 
Fourth of July. I believe it 
was more than the barbeque, 
baked beans, and watermel-
on. And you’ve never seen 
anyone in your life stand 
more still, or with more re-
spect, when an American flag 
was presented.  

Me, Leon, and David Mark 
knew from our (same) cradle 
the Star-Spangled Banner 
was the most important song 
in his life. We listened to it 
every Fourth of July up on 
the town square.        

The high school band 
would hit the first note, and 

the Colbert family would 
be lined up like stepping 
stones, with our hands over 
our hearts. We were so ram-
rod straight if someone had 
touched us, we might have 
broken half in two.  

It was only a few years 
after World War II. A bunch 
of the men would wear 
their uniforms as they cel-
ebrated our Independence, 
which I thought was so neat. 
Dad didn’t. It just wasn’t 
his way. He spent two and 
a half years in the South 
Pacific. He fought in eight 
major invasions beginning 
in New Guinea as his unit 
“island hopped” its way to 
the Philippines.

Daddy for sure had an un-
derstanding of what it cost 
for us to eat the barbeque 
and share the joys of the 
day as “one Nation under 
God, indivisible, with Liber-
ty and Justice for all” better 
than most. But he never said 
much about that either.

He simply loved this coun-
try with all his heart. He was 
proud to be here. To work 
here. To raise a family here. 
And you’d better believe 
it rubbed off on his three 
sons….

The tears were for him. Oh, 
if I could just one more time 
stand in my place between 
Leon and David on that won-
derful town square. I would 
break every National Anthem 
rule in the book and let my 
eyes wander from the flag….
to my Father’s determined 
image as he honored HIS 
country!   

It would be the memory 
of a lifetime that I missed the 
first time around.

You know, I never one 
time thanked him for any 
of it.

B u t  I  s u r e  g o t  t h e 
message….

Loud and Clear,
No. 2 Son

kesley45@aol.com

COURTESY DAVID 
KELLETT HOCHREITER

When many people think 
of 4-H, they may picture rais-
ing chickens, poster contests 
and public speaking. Howev-
er, those activities are only 
the beginning of what 4-H 
offers young people across 
Tennessee.

Throughout the summer, 
some of the best examples of 
Tennessee 4-H youth leader-
ship development have been 
on display at 4-H camps 
across the state, including 
Camp Lone Oaks in Middle-
ton, Camp Ridley in Colum-
bia, Camp Clyde M. York in 
Crossville and Camp Clyde 
Austin in Greeneville, Tenn.

Across the Volunteer State, 
hundreds of teenagers have 
volunteered thousands of 
combined hours to serve as 
teen leaders. These young 
people act much like big 
brothers and big sisters for 
thousands of junior 4-H 
campers as they learn, grow 
and experience the excite-
ment of 4-H camp.

Teen leaders play a critical 

role in helping create a suc-
cessful, safe and enjoyable 
camp experience. They take 
on leadership responsibili-
ties, assist county 4-H agents 
and camp staff, help ensure 
cabins are cleaned each 
morning, comfort campers 
who may be homesick and 
encourage younger campers 
to step outside their comfort 
zones and try new things. 

Tennessee 4-H is blessed 
with an outstanding group 
of teen leaders. These are 
the same teenagers who at-
tend our local high schools, 
play sports, participate in 
our churches, work their first 
jobs and serve in communi-
ties across the state; teens 
such as Trevor Davis from 
Huntingdon High School, 
Hunter Malm from West Car-
roll Jr./Sr. High and Allie Pas-
chall, Asa Gonzales, Gavin 
Case and Cadence Guinn 
from Hollow Rock-Bruceton 
Central High School.

While many teens spend 
the summer planning beach 
trips or checking items off 
their summer bucket lists, 

these young people are 
choosing to give back. By 
pledging their heads, hearts, 
hands and health, they help 
ensure that every junior 4-H 
camper has the opportunity 
to enjoy a meaningful and 
memorable summer camp 
experience. 

It is easy in today’s world 
to be critical of young peo-
ple. However, after seeing 
the dedication, maturity and 
compassion of Tennessee 
4-H teen leaders, it is clear 
that the future of the Volun-
teer State is in good hands.

These teen leaders will one 
day become our next gener-
ation of teachers, doctors, 
farmers, engineers, military 
members, policymakers and 
community leaders. More 
importantly, they are already 
demonstrating the charac-
ter, service and leadership 
needed to make a positive 
difference.

For more information 
about how to become a teen 
leader with UT/TSU Exten-
sion 4-H, please contact your 
local county Extension agent.

Tennessee 4-H Teen Leaders Show
The Best of Youth Summer Leadership

Tennessee 4-H teen leaders are pictured. Submitted photo

Without newspapers, where would you search to
find the information on this page?
We do the legwork to keep you informed.

Call 731.352.3323
BANNER
THETHE
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BAPTIST MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL WELCOMES 

KEVIN REDD
Join Baptist Memorial 

Hospital – Carroll County 
Thursday, July 9 for a Grab 
& Go Hot Dog Box Lunch 
event, welcoming new Chief 
Administrative Officer Kevin 
Redd and his family to Car-
roll County. The event is in 
the hospital cafeteria from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Baptist 
Memorial Hospital – Carroll 
County is located at 631 R.B. 
Wilson Drive, Huntingdon.

CARROLL COUNTY E911 
BUDGET MEETING

The Carroll County Emer-
g e n c y  C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
District Budget Committee 
meets in a regular scheduled 
meeting Tuesday, June 23 at 
5:30 p.m. at 20405 East Main 
Street, Huntingdon. Citizens 
desiring to publicly comment 
at the meeting on an agenda 
item must register with the 
district at 731-986-8911. A 
copy of the Public Comment 
Policy may be obtained at 
the district office, temporarily 
located at 20405 East Main 
Street, Huntingdon.

FREE BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
CLOTHES, HAIRCUTS
Back to School Event is 

July 25 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
for K-8 grade at Webb School, 
938 Walnut Ave W., McK-
enzie, TN 38201. There will 
be  free clothes, shoes, un-
derclothes, free haircuts and 
hairstyles. For more informa-
tion, call 731-697-5468. More 
information will follow.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
IN McKENZIE

Students at McKenzie 
Special School District have 
their first day on Tuesday, 
August 4, 2026.

McKENZIE ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION DECADES 

REUNION
Plans are underway for 

the third annual MHSAA 
Decades Reunion week-
end on September 25-26. 
All MHS alumni are invit-
ed to return to McKenzie 
to reconnect with friends, 
classmates,  and former 
teachers through many re-
unions and other planned 
events. Updates on the up-
coming weekend will be 
on the alumni association’s 
Facebook site and in The 
McKenzie Banner. For more 
information, email mcken-
ziehsalumni.tn@gmail.com.

ALA UNIT 47 FAMILY 
DANCE NIGHT

The American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 47 hosts a 
Family Dance Night every 
Thursday night from 7-9 
p.m. at the Carroll Coun-
ty Civic Center, 201 Fair-
grounds Rd, Huntingdon. 

A different band is featured 
each week. All are welcome 
– singles and/or partners. 
Admission is $8. Limited 
snacks and refreshments 
available for purchase. For 
the band schedule, check 
out our Facebook page: 
American Legion Auxilia-
ry, Huntingdon, TN Unit 47.

McKENZIE FARMER’S 
MARKET

The McKenzie Farmer’s 
Market, across from City Hall 
on Cedar Street, is open each 
Saturday until the end of Oc-
tober from 8 a.m. until noon.

CARROLL HUMANE 
SOCIETY EVENTS, NEWS

Cat Vouchers
Cat spay/neuter vouchers 

are always available for $60. 
To purchase by phone for 
use at Paris Vet Clinic, call 
731-514-0878 and leave a 
message. These are avail-
able to anyone regardless of 
residency. We now offer cat 
vouchers to Carroll Coun-
ty residents for $60 at the 
Huntingdon Animal Clinic. 
These must be purchased 
in person at the shelter with 
cash or card, and proof of 
residency is required. How-
ever, Carroll Co. residents 
can still use Paris Vet Clinic 
if preferred.

MHS CLASS OF 1976 
REUNION

McKenzie High School 
Class of 1976 is holding a 50-
year class reunion on Sep-
tember 26, 1 p.m. at Chan-
dler Farms in McKenzie. The 
event is in conjunction with 
the MHS Alumni Associ-
ation annual reunion. For 
more information, e-mail 
Amy Rich Carter at amyrcar-
ter58@gmail.com or Marsha 
Spain Smith at smithmar-
sha99@yahoo.com.

McKENZIE TOPS MEETS 
WEEKLY

Win over weight with sup-
port and encouragement by 
meeting with the McKenzie 
Chapter of TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) each Mon-
day at 3 p.m. in the McKen-
zie Church of Christ gym-
nasium. The first meeting is 
free. For more information, 
call 731-352-7309. If no an-
swer, leave a message.

CARROLL COMMISSION 
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m., 
in the Conference Room 
of the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex, High Street, 
Huntingdon. No meetings 
in February and July.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB 
AT HOMETOWN HEALTH 

Everyone is invited to 
The Breakfast Club every 
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m. 
for coffee, snacks, mingling 
and a light activity. Take 

the chance to connect and 
socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light 
exercise and fun! Bring a 
friend and come make new 
ones at Hometown Health 
Clinic - Pediatrics/Specialty 
Entrance. We can’t wait to 
see you there!

CARROLL COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

MEETS MONTHLY
The Carroll County Dem-

ocratic Party meets the 
second Saturday of every 
month at 10 a.m. at the Car-
roll County Complex at 625 
High Street, Huntingdon.

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location — 
Adult Education Building, 
14155 Paris Street. Office 
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Classes are offered 
for one-on-one instruction 
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON. 
For more information, phone 
731-364-5481.

Obituaries CALENDAR
OF EVENTSF F OFFF TSNEVVEEV

1200 S. Miles Ave.
Union City, TN 
731-885-1033

8725 Hwy. 436
McKenzie, TN 38201

731-352-5769

Hwy. 45 at Front St.
Milan, TN 38358

731-686-1750

Monument Co.
Quality Craftsmanship at Comparable Prices

A1
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When you’re ready, we’re here.
No letters, no agents.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45

Greenfield, TN 38230

Traditional & Custom Headstones
 Etchings • Benches • Pet Markers 
Cremation Memorials • And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Our funeral plans have the protection by the 
State of Tennessee through Tennessee 

Pre-Paid Funeral Benefi ts Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222

Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811
A5091/TF

Our funerarallll lllplplananss hhhhahaveve ttthhhhehe pprorottetecction by the

BRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
654 Main Street North
McKenzie, TN 38201 
731-352-7822

> edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

A3272/27-1

Are stocks a good 
choice right now?
Let's talk.

All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE
731-642-7171

A4
36
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DISCLOSURE DAY (PG-13)
Tues.  4:25 • 7:25

Wed.  1:25 • 4:25 • 7:25
Thurs.  4:25 • 7:25

JACKASS: BEST AND LAST (R)
Tues.  4:35 • 7:35

Wed.  1:35 • 4:35 • 7:35
Thurs.  4:35 • 7:35

YOUNG WASHINGTON (PG-13)

Tues.  4:35 • 7:35
Wed.  1:35 • 4:35 • 7:35

Thurs.  4:35 • 7:35

TOY STORY 5 (PG)

Tues.  4:30 (3D) • 7:30
Wed.  1:30 • 4:30 (3D) • 7:30

Thurs.  4:30 (3D) • 7:30

SUPERGIRL (PG-13)

Tues.  4:30 (3D) • 7:30
Wed.  1:30 • 4:30 (3D) • 7:30

Thurs.  4:30 (3D) • 7:30

MINIONS AND MONSTERS (PG)

Tues.  4:25 (3D) • 7:25
Wed.  1:25 • 4:25 (3D) • 7:25

Thurs.  4:25 (3D) • 7:25

RUBY SANDERS 
ALLEN

1936 — 2026
M c K E N Z I E  —  Ru b y 

Sanders Allen, a devoted 
wife, mother, and pillar of 
the McKenzie community, 
died on July 1, 2026, at The 
Waters. She was 89 years 
old.

Born on October 30, 
1936, in the Westport com-
munity to the late William 
and Opal Quillin Sanders, 
Mrs. Allen spent the ma-
jority of her life in McK-
enzie. She was known by 
family and friends alike for 
her generous spirit and her 
unwavering dedication to 
caring for those in need, 
whether they were family, 
friends, or neighbors.

Mrs. Allen led a life of 
service, deeply rooted in 
her faith and her commit-
ment to the area. For many 
years, she was an active 
member of the First Bap-
tist Church in McKenzie, 
where she taught Sunday 
School and served on nu-
merous boards. Her pro-
fessional life was defined 
by her long tenure at the 
McKenzie Banking Com-
pany, where she served as 
vice president with a deep 
commitment to serving her 
customers.

Beyond her church and 
career, Mrs. Allen was a 
dedicated community lead-
er. She served as chairman 
of the board of the Car-
roll County Chamber of 
Commerce, was a long-
time board member for 
the McKenzie Memorial 
Library, an active member 
of the McKenzie Business 
and Professional Women’s 
Club, and a volunteer usher 
at The Dixie Carter Per-
forming Arts Center. 

A lover of travel, she also 
led groups on trips across 
the United States and 
around the world. Above 
all, she loved books, flow-
ers, and the people she 
cherished so well.

She is survived by her 
son Wayne (Glenda) Al-
len and their children and 
grandchildren – Harold 
(Trang) and their children 
Ari and Lucas; Carrie Beth 
(Sathya) Anathawany and 
their children Charlie Glen 
and Clayton; Wendy (John) 
Nardinger and their chil-
dren William and Brynn, 
and Kayla (Jon) Pipes and 
their daughter, Naomi. She 
is also survived by her son-
in-law, Ron Roof and his 
sons, Hunter and Trevor, 
she is also survived by her 
sister, Brooke (Charles) 

Hodges, numerous niec-
es and nephews, and her 
precious friend, Brenda 
Gibbons.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Charles; her daughter, San-
dra Roof (died  April 17, 
2026); her parents, William 
and Opal Sanders; and her 
brother, Bernice (Imogene) 
Sanders. at Brummitt-McK-
enzie Funeral Home In-
ternment were at Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery, McKenzie. +

JAN COZART
1950 — 2206

GLEASON — Memorial 
services for Jan Cozart were 
Thursday, July 2, 2026, at 
Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home. Mr. David 
Johnson officiated and her 
cremains will be buried at 
another time.

Mrs. Cozart, 75, died at 
her home on Monday, June 
29, 2026. She was born on 
November 4, 1950, in Mi-
lan to Harbert and Pauline 
Tucker Smith. 

She is survived by her 
husband, Rick Cozart; her 
children, Mitzie (Eric) Ber-
ner and Todd (Andrea) 
Scarbrough; step-children 
Chris (Amanda) Cozart and 
Karen (Randy) Daily; three 
sisters, Gale Akins, Ella Ray 
Coleman and Judy Parish; 
and two grandchildren 
and thirteen step-grand-
c h i l d r e n  a n d  s e v e r a l 
great-grandchildren.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; her sisters, 
Madlyn Bolen and Ellen 
Wooley; and brothers, Mer-
le Smith and Phillip Smith.

JOAN WILLIAMS
1939 — 2026

H U N T I N G D O N  — 
Mrs. Joan Williams, 87, of 
Huntingdon, died Sunday, 
June 28, 2026, at The Waters 
of McKenzie.

Funeral services were 
Thursday, July 2, 2026, in 
the Chapel of Chase Funer-
al Home. Interment was in 
Bethlehem Cemetery.

Mrs. Williams was born 
May 27, 1939, in Nashville. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Er-
nest Vickers, Sr. and Ovie 
Elizabeth Dill Vickers; her 
husband, Thomas Dewey 
Williams; a son, Jeffrey Bri-
an Williams; a sister Aline 
Moody; and a brother, Er-
nest “Pug” Vickers Jr.

S h e  i s  s u r v i v e d  b y 
two daughters, Suzanne 
Cunningham (Mark) of 
Huntingdon, and Lezlie 
Burden (David), of Par-
is; a son, Dan Williams, 
of Bucksnort, and four 
grandchildren.

MARGARET 
HAWKINS

1930 — 2026
HUNTINGDON — Mrs. 

Margaret Rose Hawkins, 
95, of Huntingdon, died 
Sunday, June 28, 2026, at 
her home.

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, July 1, 2026, in 
the Chapel of Dilday-Carter 
Funeral Home. Interment 

was at Carroll Memorial 
Gardens. 

Margaret was born Sep-
tember 7, 1930, to the late 
Emmett Gale Morrison 
and Olive Curry Morrison. 
In addition to her parents, 
she is preceded in death 
by her husband, Jesse Lee 
Hawkins; one son, David 
Hawkins; and two sisters, 
Leona Ambrose and Mari-
anna Mink.

She is survived by two 
sons, Johnny (Nelda) Haw-
kins of Huntingdon, and 
Charles (Carol) Hawkins 
of Bells, Tenn.; one broth-
er, Emmett Gale (Yvonne) 
M o r r i s o n  o f  S c o t t s -
dale, Ariz.; nine grand-
children and thirty-five 
great-grandchildren.

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home is in charge.

BRENT FRANKLIN 
SMITH

1971 — 2026
HUNTINGDON — Brent 

Franklin Smith,  55,  of 
Huntingdon, died Tuesday, 
June 30, 2026, at Baptist 
Hospital Huntingdon.

Funeral services were at 
Carter’s Chapel Church on 
Friday, July 3, 2026, with 
Mike Foster officiating.

Brent was born May 12, 
1971, in Huntingdon, to the 
late Dallas Franklin Smith 
and Judith Elaine Thomsen 
Smith. He was preceded in 
death by a son, Justin Allen 
Taylor.

Along with his mother, 
Judith (stepfather Clyman), 
he is survived by his wife 
of 35 years, Loretta Smith; 
a daughter, Kelly Sutton, 
of Huntingdon; and two 
sisters, Shan Newsome 
(Kevin) of McLemoresville, 
and Keisha Smith, of Her-
mitage. He also leaves two 
grandchildren.

Chase Funeral Home, 
Huntingdon.

MAE JEAN HOLLAND
1956 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mae 
Jean Holland, 69, formerly 
of Huntingdon, died on July 
1, 2026. Jean was born on 
July 2, 1956, to Bill and Mae 
Evelyn Campbell. She was 
a 1974 graduate of Central 
High School in Bruceton. 
She married Edward Hol-
land in 1978. They had two 
sons, Tim and Josh, and a 
granddaughter.

Funeral services were 
Sunday, July 5, 2026, in the 
Chapel of Chase Funeral 
Home, with Rev. Billie Allen 
officiating the service.

The family  re ceive d 
friends Sunday from 1 p.m. 
until time of the service. In-
terment followed in Hamp-
ton Cemetery.

Jean was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
husband, Ed, to whom she 
was married for 34 years; 
her sons, Tim and Josh; 
her sister, Joyce Place; and 
her brother, Stanley Mor-
gan. She is survived by her 
granddaughter; her daugh-
ter-in-law, Gwen (Jarid) 
Warren; and her sister-in-
law, Virginia (Jimmy) Davis.

Chase Funeral Home.

SATURDAY,
JULY 11

7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

YARD
SaleSale

125 Richardson Ave
McKenzie
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BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (July 1) 
— Professor Graybeard of 
Mr. Bond’s Science Guys 
visited Carroll County Li-
brary Wednesday afternoon 
for a fun and educational 
program about dinosaurs, 
part of the library’s “Un-
earth a Stor y”  summer 
reading program.

Kids learned about the 
origins, biology and behav-
ior of dinos, and the profes-
sor ended the hour with a 
volcanic eruption.

He demonstrated how 
electromagnets work and 
how Earth’s electromag-
netic field enabled life to 
develop.

Graybeard explained the 
natural processes of erosion 
and deposition and their 
roles in leaving behind the 
fossils that we discover to-
day. He demonstrated the 
strength of hollow dinosaur 
bones by stacking books on 
a model.

He spoke about the fea-
tures and behaviors of sev-
eral species and explained 
how paleontologists arrived 
at their theories.

The professor got the 
summer readers involved 
every step of the way, ex-
cept for the volcanic finale 
to his program, which de-
lighted the kids from a safe 
distance.

Mr. Bond’s Science Guys 
began in Nashville 27 years 
ago and provides interac-
tive and informative sci-
ence programs at schools, 
camps and more across the 
country.

Carroll County Library’s 
summer reading program 
continues this week with 
a program by guests from 
Natchez Trace State Park 
on Tuesday, July 7 at 10:30 
a.m. and a “Tea-Rex Party” 
Saturday, July 11 at 2 p.m.

Above, Professor Graybeard of Mr. Bond’s Science 
Guys leads summer readers in giving a dinosaur 
“roar” with help from Howland Morris.  Below, Sum-
mer readers Kambrea Winchester (left) and Madeline 
Trent help Professor Graybeard demonstrate how a 
Triceratops’ horns make it a tough fight for a Tyran-
nosaurus Rex. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Carroll County Library Summer Readers 
Enjoy Interactive Science Program

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (June 3–11) — 
Bethel University welcomed 
150 new admits and their 
families to campus in early 
June for Summer Orientation. 
The university will accom-
modate new students who 
were unable to attend the 
summer sessions during Wel-
come Week in August.

Summer Orientation days 
were June 3, June 4, June 10 
and June 11.

During these all-day ori-
entation events, students 
and their families began in 
the Dickey Fine Arts Build-
ing, learning about differ-
ent facets of student life. As 
the day continued, students 
took tours of the campus that 
they will soon call home. Stu-
dents also received their class 
schedules.

Bethel University’s ori-
entation usually looks a bit 
different, happening over a 
week in August after move-in. 
Bethel administration decid-
ed to begin earlier this year, 
preparing students and their 
families for college life well 
before move-in day. 

“College is an important 
first step into adulthood for 
any student,” said Lougan 

Bishop, Bethel University’s 
Vice President of Enrollment 
and Advancement, “and it 
can be daunting, especially 
for first-generation students. 
We believe orientation is a 
meaningful part of the high 
school to college transition 
for both students and their 
families.”

Summer Orientation is 
one of many changes Bethel 
University is implementing 
this year, with the start of its 
“Vision 2030” strategic plan.

Once all students arrive 
back to campus in August, 
Bethel University administra-
tion plans to build upon what 
students learned. Students 
will also have a chance to 

meet with their faculty advi-
sors to answer any questions 
they may have about their 
schedules before classes start. 

Students who were unable 
to attend Summer Orienta-
tion will receive all of the in-
formation they missed along 
with their class schedules 
during Welcome Week.

Bethel University saw an 
uptick in applications for the 
Fall 2026 semester compared 
to last year, according to 
Bishop. While many of those 
applicants were from West 
Tennessee, Bethel University 
received applications from 
approximately 30 states and 
from every continent except 
Antarctica.

Bethel University staff members Blake Bernier, Brant-
ly Jent and Cody Greene welcomed new students and 
their families inside the Dickey Fine Arts Building 
for the start of Summer Orientation. Photo by Lyndsey 
Summers/The Banner

Bethel University Welcomes 150 New 
Students During Summer Orientation

T h e  C i t y  o f  G l e a s o n 
awarded the coveted “Yard 
of the Month” title to Shey 
and Janet Esch in July. 

The Esch home, locat-
ed at 207 Mill Street, was 

awarded for its “patriotic 
splendor” for the Fourth of 
July and the America 250 
celebration.

“ They maintain their 
property  immaculately 

year-round and decorate 
appropriately for seasonal 
holidays,” the City of Glea-
son said of the Esches. “We 
appreciate their efforts to 
keep Gleason looking great.”

Esch Home Wins Gleason ‘Yard of the Month’

MHS Hosts Youth Football Camp July 20
Head Coach Keith Hodge 

and the McKenzie High 
School Rebels host the 2026 
Youth Football Camp on 
Monday, July 20 at the MHS 
Indoor Practice Facility from 
6-8 p.m.

Attendees will learn from 
the MHS coaching staff and 
players while developing 
football fundamentals in a fun 
and positive environment.

Attendance is open to area 
youth from all counties.

Admission to the camp is 
$20 per child.

Registration and payment 
will be at the door the eve-
ning of the camp.

This is the third year of 
the event.

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

ATWOOD (July 1) — West 
Carroll Special School Dis-
trict (WCSSD) is one of 58 
school districts across the 
state to be awarded Perkins 
Reserve Grant (PRG) funds 
for the 2026-27 school year, 
the Tennessee Department 
of Education announced 
on Wednesday. WCSSD 
received a grant totalling 
$50,000.

PRG funds are meant to 
support Career and Tech-
nical  Education (CTE) 
statewide.

The West Carroll Special 
School District will use the 
awarded $50,000 to fund its 
upcoming CTE project, “The 

Roost Mercantile.” 
The Roost Mercantile, 

West Carroll Jr./Sr. High 
School’s new storefront and 
coffee shop, is a student-led 
project that will directly ben-
efit the school district’s CTE 
Programs of Study.

Work-based learning stu-
dents will produce goods 
including apparel, school 
spirit merchandise, 3D-print-
ed and laser-engraved items, 
wooden craft projects, artistic 
renderings and ceramics, 
food products and coffee. 
Students will manage every 
aspect of the store — from 
creating the products to ad-
vertising, pricing and selling 
goods. 

“This will create a business 
atmosphere where students 

can learn social skills, work 
with industry partners and 
foster an entrepreneurial 
spirit,” said CTE Director 
Kristin Lindsey.

Lindsey plans to have the 
store operational around 
fall break this year. It will be 
open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
school days.

The PRG is a competitive 
grant opportunity made pos-
sible by the federal Strength-
ening Career and Technical 
Education for the 21st Centu-
ry Act (Perkins V), passed in 
2018, which provides annual 
federal funding to support 
CTE programs nationwide. 

Weakley County Schools 
also received PRG funds in 
the amount of $50,000.

West Carroll Awarded $50K Perkins Reserve 
Grant to Launch ‘The Roost Mercantile’

HUNTINGDON (July 6) — 
Huntingdon coaches Jimmy 
Pritchard and Eric Swenson 
are this month’s featured 
speakers with the Hunting-
don Historical Society. At 9 
a.m. on July 15, the two will 
visit the conference room of 
Huntingdon City Hall to dis-
cuss the history of Hunting-
don Mustang Football.

Coach Jimmy Pritchard 
attended Huntingdon High 
School and played football 
for the Huntingdon Mus-
tangs before attending the 

University of Tennessee at 
Martin. Pritchard coached at 
McKenzie for five years be-
fore returning to Huntingdon 
to coach and teach. Pritchard 
stayed in the Huntingdon 
school system for 32 years. 
Pritchard and his wife, Bet-
ty, have been married for 
56 years. Together they 
share two children and four 
grandchildren.

C o a c h  E r i c  Sw e n s o n 
served as an offensive co-
ordinator for the Mustangs 
from 1996 to 2004, and he be-

came the head coach in 2008. 
In Swenson’s first season as 
head coach, the Mustangs 
finished third in their district. 
Under Swenson’s coaching, 
the Huntingdon Mustangs 
won their second-ever state 
championship in 2025. The 
HHS Field was named in his 
honor the same year.

The Huntingdon Mustang 
Football Team was founded 
in the early 20th century. 
The Mustangs won their first 
State Championship in 2003 
when they defeated David 
Lipscomb.

All are invited to attend 
the Huntingdon Historical 
Society’s July 15 meeting.

Mustang Football Coaches to 
Speak at Historical Society
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE119

ESTATE OF: IDA JANE THOMAS CHANDLER, LATE OF CARROLL 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE

     Notice is hereby given that on the 26TH day of JUNE, 2026 
Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the Es-
tate of IDA JANE THOMAS CHANDLER deceased, who died 
JUNE 2ND, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Chan-
cery Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the Estate are required by law to fi le the 
same with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims will be forever barred:
     (1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication 
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the fi rst publication (or posting); or
         (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received 
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication (or 
posting) as described in (1) (A); or
     (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. 

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward 
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 26TH day of JUNE, 2026.  

THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:

KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER

99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN  38344

VICKIE SUMMERS & THOMAS K. CHANDLER, Executor/Administrator

DWAYNE D. MADDOX III, Attorney

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master
A561/R27776/27-2

NORTHWEST TENNESSEE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

PUBLIC SERVICE 
ANNOUNCEMENT

The Board of Directors of Northwest Tennessee Economic 
Development Council will hold a Board meeting on Friday, 
July 17, 2026, beginning at 10 a.m. The meeting will 
be physically held at the Northwest TN Head Start/Early 
Head Start Central Offi ce located at 938C Walnut Avenue 
W., McKenzie, TN 38201 in person only.

A4070/27-1

HUNTINGDON (July 1) 
— The following cases were 
heard in Carroll County Gen-
eral Sessions Court on July 1.

The following case was 
bound over to a grand jury:

Dale William Foga, Fergu-
son Cemetery Road, Cedar 
Grove, bound over, Sched-
ule IV Drugs: Mfg, Deliver, 
Sell, Possess; bound over, 
Possession of Unlawful Drug 
Paraphernalia Uses and Ac-
tivities; bound over, Posses-
sion of a Firearm Intent to Go 
Armed – Dangerous Felony 
– Sol.; bound over, Schedule 
VI Drugs: Mfg, Deliver, Sell, 
Possess.

The following cases result-
ed in a guilty plea or finding:

Shelby Bennett,  State 
Route 114, Buena Vista, 
guilty – lesser charge, Driv-
ers License to be Carried 
and Exhibited, $100 fine, 30 
days, payment arrangements 
through clerk’s office.

C o d y  A l l e n  B r a d l e y , 
Price Road, Huntingdon, 
guilty, Probation Violation 
– Booked, no fine, 11/29, 
shall be allowed to serve 
this sentence in long-term 
inpatient treatment, inpa-
tient treatment can consist of 
residential transitional living 
IOP and aftercase as recom-
mended by treatment facility.

Marlena Flores, Everett 
Street, McKenzie, guilty – 
lesser charge, Driving With-
out License, no fine, 30 days, 
unsupervised probation for 
30 days, payment arrange-
ments through clerk’s office. 

Alexander Neal Gilliam, 
Cotton Creek Road, Bruce-
ton, guilty – lesser charge, 
Resist Stop, Arrest, Search 
(Inv. Weapon); guilty – less-
er charge, Simple Posses-
sion/Casual Exchange, $250, 
11/29 supervised probation 
until all conditions met, un-
supervised probation for bal-
ance; dismissed, Tampering 
With Evidence; dismissed, 
Evading Arrest.

Rachel Johnsonius, Union 
Church Road, McKenzie, 
guilty, Probation Violation – 
Booked, no fine, two months, 
supervised probation for bal-
ance, report to jail on July 10.

Christopher Maitland, Ter-
ry Road, Cedar Grove, guilty 
– lesser charge, Simple Pos-
session/Casual Exchange, 
$250 fine, 11/29, supervised 
probation for all conditions 
met, unsupervised probation 
for balance.

Ryan Tyler Mileski, Saint 
Paul Church Road, Hunting-
don, guilty – lesser charge, 
Simple Possession/Casual 
Exchange, $1,000 fine, 11/29, 
supervised probation for bal-
ance, forfeit Taurus .38 and 
Diamond Back AR-15 to the 
24th Judicial District Drug 

Task Force; guilty – lesser 
charge, Possession of Un-
lawful Drug Paraphernalia 
Uses and Activities, $1,000 
f ine,  11/29,  super vised 
probation for balance; dis-
missed, Possess Firearm In-
tent to Go Armed; dismissed, 
Meth – Possession or Casual 
Exchange.

Coteshia Lavay Pearson, 
Ash Street, Bruceton, guilty 
– lesser charge, Child Abuse/
Neglect/Endangerment 8 
Years or Less – Attempt, 
pre-trial diversion review 
date June 23, 2027, super-
vised probation for 11/29 or 
until conditions met, then 
unsupervised probation for 
balance, if defendant suc-
cessfully completes care will 
be dismissed; dismissed, 
Calls in Non-Emergency Sit-
uations Prohibited.

Toni Gail Pearson, High-
way 219, Huntingdon, guilty 
– lesser charge, Drivers Li-
cense to be Carried and Ex-
hibited, no fine, 30 days, pay-
ment arrangements through 
clerk’s office, unsupervised 
probation.

Theotis Statin, Walnut Cir-
cle, McKenzie, guilty, Driving 
While License Suspended, 
$50 fine, six days, supervised 
probation until conditions 
complete, defendant shall be 
transferred to unsupervised 
probation upon payment of 
fines and costs; dismissed, 
Light Law – Motor Vehicle. 

Darryl Walker, Bledso 
Road, Humboldt, guilty – 
lesser charge, Theft of Mer-
chandise – Up to $1,000, no 
fine, 11/29, $871 to Walmart 
Huntingdon, report to jail 
on July 10, serve consecutive 
weekends, will pay minimum 
$50 towards restitution per 
month after 90 days, if all 
conditions satisfied defen-
dant can be transferred to 
unsupervised probation.

Matthew Trent Weath-
ers, St. Paul Church Road, 
Huntingdon, guilty – less-
er charge, Child Abuse/
Neglect/Endangerment – 
Attempt, pre-trial diversion 

11/29 review date June 23, 
2027, no fine, supervised pro-
bation until all conditions 
met, then unsupervised pro-
bation for balance, defendant 
to follow all directives of DCS 
in juvenile case, if diversion 
successfully completed it 
will be dismissed expunged, 
defendant to obey all state, 
federal and local laws.

The following case result-
ed in pre-trial diversion:

Kathryn E. Moon, Indus-
trial Drive, Huntingdon, 
pre-trial diversion, Theft of 
Merchandise – Up to $1,000, 
litigation taxes only, review 
date January 6, 2027, $260.59 
to Walmart, supervised pro-
bation until paid in full, no 
contact with Walmart, cog-
nitive behavioral training 
course. 

The following cases were 
dismissed:

Robert Lee Bunce III, 
Gann Road, Milan, dis-
missed, Driving While Li-
cense Revoked; dismissed, 
Registration Expired.

Charles M. Coffman, High-
way 104 North, Cedar Grove, 
dismissed, Probation Viola-
tion – Booked.

Ja m e s  R o w l a n d  Hi n -
son, Bright Road, Hunting-
don, dismissed, Criminal 
Trespass.

Mario Flores Mendoza, 
Sparks Hill, Sparta, dis-
missed, Driving Without 
License.

Brandon Tyler Smith, Jr., 
Springhill Church Road, 
Huntingdon, dismissed, 
Registration Law; dismissed, 
Driving While License Re-
voked; dismissed, Offense of 
Littering.

James Derrick Warbritton, 
Ledsinger Road, Hunting-
don, dismissed, Probation 
Violation – Booked. 

James Derrick Warbritton, 
Little Beaver Creek Lane, 
Huntingdon, dismissed, In-
terference with Emergency 
Calls; dismissed, False Im-
prisonment; dismissed, Ag-
gravated Assault; dismissed, 
Domestic Assault.

Carroll County General Sessions Court Report

Driving Under the In-
fluence, Resisting Arrest, 
Implied Consent Violation 
— According to a report 
made on June 20, Officer 
Daniel Inman responded 
after Sgt. Brad Gavrack with 
the Tennessee Wildlife Re-
sources Agency reported a 
white pickup truck whose 
driver appeared to be intoxi-
cated. Officer Inman located 
the vehicle and observed it 
failing to maintain its lane 
before conducting a traffic 
stop.

Upon making contact 
with the driver, Michael Lee 
Sharp, Officer Inman ob-
served slurred speech, glossy 
eyes and detected the odor 
of an alcoholic beverage. 
Sharp refused to perform 
standardized field sobriety 
tests and repeatedly refused 
lawful commands to exit 
the vehicle. While refusing 
officers’ commands, Sharp 
repeatedly stated, “I need 
you to call Andy Dickson 
out here,” and at one point 
acted as though he was call-
ing Dickson on the phone 
himself while remaining 
inside the vehicle. Officers 
made multiple attempts to 
gain Sharp’s voluntary com-
pliance before deploying OC 
spray, removing him from 
the vehicle and placing him 
into custody. EMS respond-
ed to evaluate Sharp before 
he was transported.

Officer Jacob Dearman 
transported Sharp to the 
Carroll County Jail, where 
Sharp refused to provide 
a blood or breath sample 
after being advised of the 
Tennessee Implied Consent 
Law. Officer Inman later ob-
tained a search warrant for 
a blood sample, which was 
executed at Baptist Memo-
rial Hospital.

Sharp was charged with 
driving under the influence, 
resisting arrest, and violation 
of the implied consent law.

Public Intoxication — 
According to a report made 
on June 22, Officer Brad Al-
len responded to Walmart 
after receiving a report of a 
white male with brown hair, 
a camo shirt, shorts and 
boots walking through the 
parking lot attempting to 
open several vehicle doors.

Upon arrival, Officer Allen 
made contact with Robert 
Wesley Prebeck, who stated 
he was trying to locate his 
vehicle. When asked what 
kind of vehicle he drove, Pre-
beck replied that he did not 
know because he was drunk.

Officers later located his 
truck in the Huck’s parking 
lot.

Prebeck was taken into 
custody and charged with 
public intoxication.

Criminal Trespass — Ac-
cording to a report made 
on June 19, Sgt. Kristen 
Lee responded to Huck’s 

after receiving a report of 
two men allegedly making 
threatening statements in 
the parking lot.

Upon arrival, Sgt. Lee 
made contact with James R. 
Hinson and another male. 
Hinson advised they were 
attempting to jump-start 
a vehicle that had broken 
down. During the investi-
gation, Sgt. Lee confirmed 
Hinson had previously been 
banned from Huck’s and 
had been advised of the ban 
on two separate occasions 
in 2024. Hinson acknowl-
edged he knew he had been 
banned but believed the 
ban was no longer active.

Although neither store 
employees nor witnesses 
confirmed any threatening 
statements had been made, 
Hinson was arrested for re-
turning to the property after 
being banned. A female on 
scene took possession of the 
disabled vehicle to remove 
it from the property.

Hinson was transported 
to the Carroll County Jail 
and charged with criminal 
trespass.

Driving on Suspended 
License, Financial Re-
sponsibility Violation — 
According to a report made 
on June 17, Sgt. Kristen Lee 
observed a vehicle traveling 
on Main Street East without 
its headlights illuminated 
and conducted a traffic stop.

The driver was identi-
fied as Rodney E. Wright Jr. 
A records check revealed 
Wright’s driver’s license was 
suspended by the State of 
Tennessee for failure to 
maintain future proof of 
financial responsibility. 
Wright was also unable to 
provide proof of insurance 
for the vehicle.

Wright received a verbal 
warning for the light law vio-
lation and was cited for driv-
ing on a suspended license 
and failure to provide proof 
of financial responsibility.

Driving Under the Influ-
ence, Simple Possession 
— According to a report 
made on June 2, Patrolman 
Steven Snow observed a 
Ford Explorer pull from a 
residential driveway onto 
Paris Street, forcing another 
vehicle to brake abruptly to 
avoid a collision. Patrolman 
Snow conducted a traffic 
stop and identified the driv-
er as Herbert M. Depriest.

Officer Snow observed 
Depriest had glassy, blood-
shot eyes and detected the 
odor of an alcoholic bever-
age coming from the vehicle. 
An open Busch Light beer 
and an open Bud Light beer 
were also observed inside. 
Depriest consented to stan-
dardized field sobriety tests 
and displayed multiple indi-
cators of impairment. Based 
on the investigation, he was 
placed under arrest for driv-

ing under the influence.
During a search incident 

to arrest, officers located 
a metal container in De-
priest’s pocket containing 
a crystal-like substance 
that field-tested positive for 
methamphetamine. A sub-
sequent search of the vehicle 
located additional suspected 
methamphetamine within 
reach of both occupants. 
Passenger Glen Goodrum 
was also arrested after of-
ficers discovered he had 
outstanding felony warrants 
from Humphreys County.

Depriest was charged 
with driving under the 
influence, first offense 
and simple possession of 
methamphetamine.

Multiple Drug Charges 
Following Traffic Stop — 
According to a report made 
on May 28, Officer Daniel 
Inman conducted a traffic 
stop on a Hyundai Elantra 
on Veterans Drive North af-
ter determining the vehicle’s 
registration had expired.

The driver, Thomas Schul-
tz, appeared extremely ner-
vous throughout the stop. A 
records check revealed his 
driver’s license was suspend-
ed through Madison County 
General Sessions Court, and 
he was unable to provide 
proof of financial responsi-
bility. Schultz was taken into 
custody and transported to 
the Carroll County Jail.

Prior to towing the ve-
hicle, officers conducted 
an inventory search and 
located approximately 7 
grams of suspected meth-
amphetamine, one loaded 
syringe, about 1.03 grams 
of marijuana, approximately 
40 Gabapentin pills, a mag-
netic container commonly 
used to conceal controlled 
substances, drug parapher-
nalia and numerous identi-
fication cards, Social Secu-
rity cards, credit and debit 
cards belonging to other 
individuals, along with mul-
tiple laptop computers and 
other electronic devices.

Schultz was charged with 
possession of a Schedule 
II controlled substance 
with intent, possession of 
a Schedule VI controlled 
substance, possession of a 
Schedule V controlled sub-
stance, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, driving on 
a suspended license, viola-
tion of registration law and 
violation of the financial 
responsibility law.

Tammi Marie Bollenback 
and others to Ethan Thomas 
and wife Kaylee Peevyhouse 
in District 21.

Marie Davidson Winstead 
to Marie Davidson and hus-
band Freddie Lee Winstead 
in District 2.

Larry Cox to Richard Clay 
Wilson in District 4.

Paula Marie Leach and 
Thomas Eugene Eskew to 
Taylor Rental, LLC in Dis-
trict 11.

Janet Boyd to Lawson D. 
Boyd in District 16.

Janet Boyd to Lawson D. 
Boyd in District 16.

Roger Dale Nelson to 
Daniel Reibsane. No district 
listed.

Steven Eugene Squires to 
Steven Robert Squires and 

others in District 12.
Jonathan Licht to Clint 

and wife Molly Vaughn in 
District 4.

Geoffrey S. Carter to Mi-
chelle Ferguson in District 
16.

Jesaias and wife Ida Yoder 
to Carl W. and wife Kimberly 
Renfroe Johnson in District 
11.

Geoffrey S. Carter to Mar-
vin Parsons in District 22.

Harrison Blake and wife 
Laura L. Fawcett to Retha 
Anderson in District 22.

James Martin and wife 
Tina Bateman Kelly to Joseph 
Latch in District 2.

John and wife Hilary Ward 
to Steven Nicholas Cotter in 
District 6.

Barry and wife Lisa Crum 

to Sandra Crum Tucker in 
District 13.

Thomas R. and Deborah 
A. Negrette, as co-trustees to 
Frederick and wife Kathryn 
Snyder. No district listed.

Ronald Watson to Brian 
Scott Watson in District 22.

Rena Mae Hodge to Chast-
in Hodge in District 16.

Sharon Brandon and hus-
band Art Mulwitz to Brandon 
Heritage, LLC in District 13.

John Christopher and wife 
Amanda Jo Ward to Timothy 
P. and wife Emily T. Dillon in 
District 4.

Sharon Brandon Mulwitz 
to Brandon Heritage, LLC in 
District 13.

Sharon Brandon Mulwitz 
to Brandon Heritage, LLC in 
District 13.

Pedro and wife Giselle 
Garcia to William D. Tegeth-
off and others in District 11.

Property Transfers

Madison Paige Morris, 21, 
of Hollow Rock, to Joseph 
Raymond Humphreys, Jr., 
22, of Hollow Rock.

Marriage 
License

Huntingdon Police Reports

Domestic Assault — On 
June 30, Deputy Steven Scott 
made contact with a com-
plainant at the Carroll Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office regarding 
an assault that had occurred 
at a residence on Holmes 
Mill Road. The complainant 
reported being assaulted 
by David Pleasant, 42, of 
Huntingdon.

The complainant stated 
Pleasant struck her on the 
side of the head and spat in 
her face several times during 
the altercation. Deputy Scott 
observed bruising behind 
the complainant’s ear that 
was consistent with her ac-
count of the incident.

Pleasant was arrested 
and charged with domestic 
assault.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Vandalism — On June 
28, Deputy Dillon Crowe 
responded to a vandalism 
complaint at a residence on 
Ephesus Church Road in 
Hollow Rock. Upon arrival, 
deputies found toilet paper 
strewn throughout the trees, 
around several vehicles and 
across the property.

The complainant report-
ed that chairs, toilet paper, 
and a gas can containing 
gasoline had been thrown 
into the swimming pool. 
The gasoline had spilled into 
the water, and toilet paper 
had clogged the pool pump, 
causing it to stop working. 
The complainant advised 
the pool would likely need to 
be drained and refilled with 
new chemicals, which pre-
viously cost approximately 
$600. The condition of the 

pool pump was unknown, 
as the complainant had 
turned it off after reading 
that allowing it to sit might 
prevent further damage.

The complainant told 
deputies he believed his 
son was responsible after 
checking the Live360 app 
and seeing his location near 
the residence around 12:51 
a.m. Deputies responded 
to the area indicated by the 
app and located a roll of toi-
let paper nearby. During the 
investigation, deputies also 
developed information in-
dicating a female may have 
been with the complainant’s 
son at the time. Both indi-
viduals were asked to come 
to the Sheriff ’s Office for 
questioning.

The investigation remains 
ongoing.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Carroll County Sheriff’s Reports

Traffic Stop Leads to 
Arrest — Brian Keith Fair, 
Humboldt, was arrested 
on an outstanding warrant 
during a traffic stop on July 5.

Officer Timothy Dillon 
initiated a traffic stop on 
Fair’s car. A check of Fair’s 
driver’s license revealed he 
had an outstanding warrant 
for his arrest on a Violation 
of Probation charge. Fair 
was transported to Carroll 
County Jail for custody by 
Madison County authorities.

Missing iPad — A David 

Street resident reported a 
missing iPad on July 5. 

Officer Kyle Beauchamp 
filed a report that a child 
placed his $400 iPad on the 
family’s automobile as he 
was playing basketball. The 
forgotten iPad went missing 
after the car drove away. A 
“Find My” app indicated the 
iPad was along David Street, 
however, it was not locat-
ed, possibly because it was 
washed away by heavy rains 
or otherwise damaged. The 
iPad was erased remotely 

with a message displayed 
on the screen that, if found, 
return it to McKenzie Police.

Possible Assault — A 
Linden Street resident 
was discovered in his 
backyard shop on July 3.
Officers Dalton Raspberry 
and Lt. Brister reported the 
man was lying on his back 
with a face full of blood. The 
man’s family member stat-
ed he had been drinking 
most of the day, and the 
victim could not remember 
what had happened. The 
subject was transported via 
EMS to Baptist Hospital for 
treatment.

McKenzie Police Reports
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Color A Masterpiece

Answer: Open toad shoes.

Riddle Me This
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase 
below? Use each letter only once.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

OWNERSHIP

LETTER MIX-UP

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell something 
pertaining to this week’s theme.

TCIDRE

Answer: Credit

What shoes do frogs 
wear in the summer?

Week 26 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 26

 

Weekly 
Crossword

Week 27 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mended
  7. Hymns
 13. Commercial transport of 
goods
 14. Poked holes in the ground
 16. They precede C
 17. Branch of knowledge 
concerned with wealth
 19. Larry and Curly’s pal
 20. Injured
 22. Popular type of dance
 23. Moon crater
 25. American state
 26. Places to lock valuables
 28. Stalk that supports the 
capsule
 29. Keyboard key
 30. ‘__ death do us part
 31. A type of cage
 33. A place to sleep
 34. Annual music awards show
 36. Made over
 38. Hard, stony substance
 40. Incantations
 41. Long-legged, wading bird
 43. Breathe noisily
 44. Congressman
 45. Rip off
 47. Golf score
 48. Popular pickup truck
 51. Where infants sleep
 53. Music term
 55. Small opening in a surface
 56. Musical term meaning “very”
 58. Soviet Socialist Republic
 59. Treats with powder
 60. Email subject line feature
 61. A British lawyer
 64. Expression of laughter
 65. Farmer’s calendar
 67. Seeds used as food

 69. Eurasian shrubs
 70. Periods of inactivity

CLUES DOWN
  1. Hard things to kick
  2. Collective of countries
  3. Letter of Hebrew alphabet
  4. One-time Alabama running 
back
      Eddie
  5. One’s sense of self-esteem
  6. Of the teeth
  7. Treat with care
  8. Type of whale
  9. Curved structure
 10. Emits coherent radiation
 11. One of the Gospels (abbr.)
 12. Smallest interval in western 
music
 13. Netherlands seat of 
government
 15. Gives to charitably
 18. Lout
 21. Pastas

 24. Release from restrictions
 26. Female sibling
 27. Title of respect
 30. Silver coins
 32. Region in India
 35. Partner to cheese
 37. Dark or dusky
 38. Pacifi c Northwest tree
 39. Exaggerate
 42. Toddler
 43. Touch lightly
 46. Fundamentals
 47. Jeopardies
 49. Curved structures
 50. Isolated, fl at-topped hills
 52. Forming the bottom layer
 54. Reciprocal of sine
 55. Genus of Old World birds
 57. New York college
 59. Cloak
 62. Kawhi Leonard’s team (abbr.)
 63. Vietnamese offensive
 66. “The Great Lakes State”
 68. “__, myself and I”

Fun By Th e Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 

have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pen-
cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 27

See solution in next week’s edition.

Authentic
Boutique
Business

Community
Economy

Entrepreneur

Growth
Handmade

Local
Loyalty
Market
Niche

Ownership
Passion
Personal
Quality

Selection
Service

Shop
Small
Store

Support
Unique
Variety

Retail Support Word Search

Working hard 

since 1870

The News 
The News 

Machine. 
Machine. 

BANNER
THETHE McKenzie, Tennessee
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14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

A8
66

1/
34

-T
F

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731.352.2761

nickyjoestaff ordrealestate@outlook.com
www.staff ord-realestate.com

Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD

NICKY JOE

Sandi Roditis

731-415-2927

Buford Taylor

731-225-8321

Valarie McMackin

731-418-2313

Jason Artymovich

586-243-3257

Blake Cossey

731-607-8643

Maleah Hollingsworth

731-694-7871

CALL 731.352.3323

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
in the area’s largest circulated newspaper.

$20.00
MINIMUM 
4 WEEKS

ONLY

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

SEPTIC PUMPING
731-234-6012

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Backhoe • Trenching • Gas Piping • Pipe Water Heaters
Well Tanks • Valves • Fittings • Faucets

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF 

INVENTORY FOR THOSE 
AFTER HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

TOLBERT
Plumbing & Electric

TF

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Business Directory
Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

FOR LEASE
AVAILABLE — 4,000 SQ. 
FT. NEXT TO H&R BLOCK, 
a t  C e d a r  S t r e e t  P l a z a , 
1926 Cedar Street, McK-
enzie. Call 731-352-2189. 
A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq. 
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway 
79 Highland Mall, across 
from the post office. Call 
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

AUCTIONS
G E T  T H E  W O R D  O U T 
ABOUT YOUR NEXT AUC-
TION! Save Time & $$$. 
One Call for All. Your ad 
can appear in this newspa-
per + 103 other TN newspa-
pers. For more info, contact 
this newspaper’s classifi ed 
dept. or call Becky Moats 
931-624-8916. (TnScan)

FOR RENT
H O U S E S  A N D  A PA R T-
M E N T S :  M c K E N Z I E 
A R E A . w w w. mcken z ie -
homefi nders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

SERVICES
DONE RIGHT APPLIANCE 
R EPA IR — Expert appli-
ance repair done locally. 
When it absolutely has to 
be done right call 731-234-
5572. A8666/21-8

S AW Y E R S  T R E E  S E R-
V ICE: 60’ Bucket Tr uck. 
Take Down or Prune. Haul 
Off and Clean Up. Grind 
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call 
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

J O E ’ S  T R E E  S E R V I C E 
AND STUMP REMOVAL:
60 ft. bucket truck, prune 
or take down grind stumps, 
clean up and haul off, in-
sured, free estimates. 731-
697-0023 or 731-513-1518. 
A7084/21-TF

YOUR LOW COST ADVER-
TISING SOLUTION! One 
call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 104 Tennessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 
28 West TN newspapers for 
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classifi ed advertising 
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks. 
(TnScan)

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

OLSH A N FOUN DATION 
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted 
foundation repair experts 
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. 
Water ma nagement a nd 
more. Free evaluation. Lim-
ited time up to $250 off  foun-
dation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-265-5932. (TnScan)

PR EPA R E FOR POW ER 
OU TAGE S T ODAY w it h 
a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-888-869-5542 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move. (TnScan)

WANTED: TO BUY
W E BU Y HOUS E S F OR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No f uss. A ny cond it ion. 
Easy t hree step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
pa id. Get you r fa i r cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-551-
1426. (TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER INTERNET for speeds 
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, 
no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make 
the switch. Call 1-855-481-
3340. (TnScan)

GET BOOST I N F I N I T E! 
UNLIMITED TALK, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

 DIR ECT V — A LL YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof ! Sign up 
for Di rec t a nd get you r 
f irst free months of Max, 
Pa ra mou nt+, Show t i me, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ INTERNET! Free Install, 
Free H D -DV R Upg rade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-844-274-6074. (Tn-
Scan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY
A T T E N T I O N :  V I AG R A 
A N D CI A L IS USE R S! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
691-6412. (TnScan)

SAFE STEP STAIRLIFTS. 
Enjoy greater independence 
and stay in the home you 
love. Feel safe on every level. 
$750 off  plus FREE installa-
tion. Made in the U.S.A. Call 
today for a free quote. 1-866-
432-3409. (TnScan)

D E N T A L  I N S U R A N C E 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-844-278-8285 www.
dental50plus.com/tnpress 
#6258. (TnScan)

Ulderich Blueberr y Farms

Blueberr ies for  Sale

|You-Pick 
Farm

$10 per 
gallon

1340 Ball Creek Rd | Buena Vista, TN 38318

R27783/27-2

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/T
F

731.352.4567
390 Dr. Smith Ln. • McKenzie, TN

www.lakesidesenior.com

• Aff ordable, spacious private apartments
• Loving and caring community
• Located on the banks of Carroll Lake

A1
54

/3
2-

TF

McKenzie Housing Authority is currently accepting appli-
cations for the position of Groundskeeper. In this position, you 
will be responsible for performing a wide range of tasks to 
ensure the cleanliness, safety, and attractiveness of our com-
munity. Experience in groundskeeping is preferred. McKenzie 
Housing Authority offers a generous benefi t package. Appli-
cations may be picked up at McKenzie Housing Authority, 22 
McDonald Avenue, McKenzie, TN 38201, Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

All applications must be submitted by July 31, 2026. 

McKenzie Housing Authority 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A473/27-1

Need Something? 
We can do it!

Need business cards, 
multi-part forms, name 
badges, canvas portraits 
or campaign signage?

We can print it all in-house.

CALL 731.352.3323

The Banner is a tri-county focused 
newspaper reaching thousands every 
week. Time to ditch the elaborate 
measures and get more bang for your 
buck with newspaper advertising.

FEEL LIKE YOU’VE 
TRIED EVERYTHING 
TO GET NOTICED?
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AMERICAN
ROOFING CO.

LEAK?
Call Clay Adams

FREE Roof Inspections
www.AMERICAN-ROOFING-CO.com

27
-4

27
-4

ROOF
731-499-2091

Voted Best Roofing Company
in Carroll County.

Serving the McKenzie and 
Carroll County area for 20 Years.

Freedom ...From Front Page

Above Left, The McKenzie Police Department’s K9 officer, Toby, greets Freedom Festival attendees.  Above 
Center, Brookelyn and Joe Ruprich stop for a photo while waiting in line for food.  Above Right, Lindsay, Zack 
and Zane Reeder dressed for the occasion, with Zack wearing the American flag as a cape.  Below, Pyro Shows’ 
Mark Chartrand and JT Williams are pictured on the baseball field in front of many fireworks yet to be lit.  Right, 
Mike and Shana Ryg are pictured in front of the American flag, displayed by the McKenzie Fire Department. 
Photos by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

McLEMORESVILLE (July 
4) — McLemoresville hosted 
its traditional annual July 4 
celebration with a parade, 
cakewalk, street dance, live 
music by Back Road Truck-
ers, food, and fireworks.

Mayor Phil Williams led 
the parade, which attracts 
many children’s entries. This 
political year also attracted 
local political candidates.

The McLemoresville com-
munity gathered on July 4th, 
2026, for an annual celebra-

tion that brought neighbors 
together for a festive parade 
full of spirit and hometown 
pride. The event featured a 
wide array of participants, 
from young cyclists to vin-
tage vehicle enthusiasts, all 
enjoying the parade.

WALKERS
1st — #54 Arya Stembridge
2nd — #13 Kathryn and 

Liam Wunderlick

YOUTH BATTERY
1st — #16 and #17 The 

Cobbs
2nd — #31 Russell Woodall
3rd — #51 Karlie Kail

GIRLS BICYCLES
1st — #49 Camilla Jenkins
2nd — #22 Kensley Martin
3rd — #29 Izabella Sellers

BOYS BICYCLES
1st — #30 Izaiah Sellers

SCOOTER
1st — #42 Fender Foster
2nd — #24 Jack Martin

GOLF CARTS - Group I

1 s t  —  # 4 8  C a r o l i n a 
Campbell

2nd — #32 Marlowe and 
Myles Temple

3rd — #41 Alex Caviness

GOLF CARTS - Group II�
1st — #38 Kim, David, Der-

rick, Clementine, Will and 
Caden

2nd— #40 Kason, Cooper, 
Sawyer and Gunner

3rd — #39 The Cliftons

4-WHEELERS - Girls
1 s t  —  # 5 2  A n n a k a 

Townsend
2nd — #44 MaKenna 

Hollowell

4-WHEELERS - Boys
1st — #23 Kaleb Martin 

and JoJo
2nd — #43 Ty Hollowell
3rd — #33 Easton Miller

GO-CARTS

1st — #27 Dawson and 
Laney Williams

MINI-BIKES
1st — #34 Samuel Everett
2nd — #35 Ellie Jo Everett

DIRT BIKES
1st — #25 Gunner Brown
2nd — #26 Ayden Taylor
3rd — #28 Ellie Williams

MOTORCYCLES
1st — #55 Madison Myles

ATVs
1 s t  —  # 5 3  “ P a t ’ s 

Restaurant”
2nd — #10, #11 and #15 

Reedy Creek Baptist Church 
Youth — Natalie, Annie, Na-
tasha, Psyana, Larry, Lexy, 
Jelason, Richard, Kennedy, 
Kameron, Larry, LeAnna, 
Lennox, Mason, and Ezra

SIDE-BY-SIDE
1st — #12 Ryan and Had-

ley Brockman
2nd — #57 Maddie Martin 

and Jessie Martin
3 r d  —  # 2 1  K e n s l e y 

Newsome

JEEPS
1st — #20 Kinley and Shel-

by Adams

ANTIQUE TRACTOR
1st — #20 Matthew Lang-

ley – 1950 JD Model A

AUTO
1st — #46 Randy Powers – 

1977 Chevy Truck
2nd — #47 Jacob Powers – 

1979 Chevy Truck
3rd — #37 Larry Sharp
The event also saw partici-

pation from local political fig-
ures, including Ryan White, 
Michael King, Eric Sawyers, 
and Tommy Davis. Organiz-
ers expressed deep gratitude 
to the judges for their work, 
and extended special thanks 
to the local fire departments 
and the Rescue Squad for 
their ongoing support. It was 
a day of community success, 
marked by the participation 
and enthusiasm of everyone 
who helped make the Mc-
Lemoresville July 4th parade 
a memorable celebration.

Left, Mayor Phil Williams leads the parade.  Right, Lex 
Suite served as emcee for the downtown events. Photos 
by Joel Washburn/The Banner

McLemoresville Hosts July 4th Celebration 

GLEASON (July 3) — A 
“Happy Birthday America” 
celebration Friday night in 
downtown Gleason was dis-
rupted by heavy rain and 
wind.

The storm moved in just 
minutes before a planned 
parade, which was canceled, 
along with some of the live 

entertainment and fireworks.
Spirits weren’t dampened, 

though. After the worst of 
the weather passed, some 
vendors and food trucks 
reopened, and Weakley 
County-based band Mag-
nolia Avenue performed an 
eclectic set of classic rock 
and country.

Magnolia Avenue performs live in downtown Gleason Friday night. Photo by Brad 
Sam/The Banner

Gleason ‘Happy Birthday 
America’ Celebration 
Hampered by Storms


