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OBITUARIES
Carter Allison, 17
Jeff ‘Bud’ Barker Jr., 76
Linda Sue Brinkman, 80
Philip Neal Edwards, 96
Walter ‘Pete’ Hargrove, 85
Elmer Lee Maness, 81
Nancy Pearl Moore, 60
Susana Maria Reynolds, 80
Dorothy May Rushing, 81
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BAPTIST CHURCH

Looking for a place to
grow in faith and find a
welcoming community?

Grace Baptist Church
warmly invites you and your
family to join us for our weekly
services. Our doors are open
to everyone in our community.

SUNDAYS
10 a.m. — Sunday School
(Classes for all ages)

11 a.m. — Morning Service
1:30 p.m. — Afternoon Service
WEDNESDAYS

7 p.m. — Mid-Week Prayer
and Bible Study

Join Us This Sunday at
Grace Baptist Church!
Jon King Pastor
Fred Morris Associate Pastor

747 WEST MAGNOLIA AVE,
McKENZIE, TENNESSEE
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Early Voting Starts This Week

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

CARROLL COUNTY — Early vot-
ing for the August 6 Carroll County
election begins Friday, July 17. On the
ballot are school board and county
offices — including the contested
Carroll County Sheriff seat. Voters
can also make a decision in the state
and federal Republican/Democratic
primaries.

Carroll County residents wishing
to cast an early ballot must vote at the
Carroll County Election Commission
Office, located at 625 High Street in
Huntingdon (in the rear of the Carroll
County Government Office).

Voters have from July 17-August
1 to cast an early vote. Voting hours
are as listed:

- Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

- Saturday: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

After the early voting period, the
election day is August 6 at the respec-
tive local precincts.

All voters must present a federal-
or state-issued photo ID, unless an
exception applies. College student
IDs, non-U.S. Citizen ID’s and IDs
issued by local governments or other
states are not accepted.

See a sample ballot provided by
the Carroll County Election Commis-
sion on page 9 of The Banner.

CARROLL COUNTY EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS DISTRICT
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Congressman David Kustoff presented a flag that was once flown over the U.S. Capitol to Carroll County’s
Emergency Communications District on Thursday. Kustoff is pictured with Carroll County E911 Director
Kristy Meggs and several members of the Carroll County E911 Board. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Kustoft Gifts Flag Flown at U.S.
Capitol to New E911 Complex

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (July 9) — Con-
gressman David Kustoff (TN-08)
toured the new Carroll County
Emergency Communications Dis-
trict (CCECD/E911) headquarters
on Thursday. In recognition of Car-

roll County’s dedicated dispatch-
ers, he presented Carroll County
E911 Director Kristy Meggs with
an American flag once flown over
the U.S. Capitol at the conclusion
of his visit.

Meggs and several members
of the E911 Board walked Kust-
off through the 5,422 square-foot

building while explaining the sig-
nificance of the new building’s
training area, administrative space,
backup dispatch center and FE-
MA-approved weather-safe room.
Meggs said she planned to move

See FLAG on Page 3

Boyfriend, Glrlfrlend Mlssmg from Greenfleld

Porter Shell, 17, and Seren-
ity Smitherman, who is also
known as Sera Leyhue, 14, are
both missing from Greenfield,
Tenn.

According to available infor-
mation, the two were last seen
at approximately 8 p.m. on July
10, 2026 traveling in a Red 2010
Ford F-150 bearing Tennessee
license plate 203 BBDR.

Serenity Smitherman was
wearing a black tank top and
gray shorts.

Porter Shell was wearing
a black Salt Life T-shirt and
black pants.

The Greenfield Police De-
partment urges anyone who
has seen the juveniles, the
vehicle, or who has any infor-
mation regarding their where-
abouts to contact the depart-
ment immediately. Even seem-
ingly minor details may be
valuable to the investigation.

Anyone with information is
asked to contact the Green-
field Police Department at
(731) 364-5454.
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Ronnie Wade

Ronnie Wade
Candidate
Announcement

To the Voters and Cit-
izens of Carroll County:

My name is Ronnie Wade,
and I currently serve as one
of the Carroll County Road
Supervisors. For those who
may not know me, I have
lived in Carroll County my
entire life. I am the son of
Jimmy Wade and the late
Melba Wade of the Mixie
Community.

I was fortunate to grow
up working alongside my
father, learning to operate
heavy equipment at an ear-
ly age. That experience gave
me a strong work ethic and
a practical understanding of

See WADE on Page 3

McKENZIE

School Board
Approves $15.7
Million Budget

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (July 7) —
The McKenzie Special
School District Board of
Education approved a $15.7
million budget for the 2026-
27 fiscal year during a brief
meeting Tuesday afternoon.

Also approved was the
certified property tax rate
of $.7483 per $100 assessed

See BUDGET on Page 3

ROOF
LEAK?

Call Clay Adams
131-433-2091

FREE Roof Inspections
www.AMERICAN-ROOFING-CO0.com

AMERICAN
ROOFING CO.

Serving the McKenzie and
Carroll County area for 20 Years.

Voted Best Roofing Company
in Carroll County.

Scan ~ Website
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Top, TNT BBQ located at 436 Elm Street in McKenzie. Above, Anton Townes and
Michael Taylor, owners of TNT BBQ, are pictured in the dining area of the restau-

rant. File Photos

McKenzie's TNT BBQ to Close July 31

MCKENZIE (July 11) — Af-
ter almost six years of serving
the McKenzie community,
local favorite TNT BBQ has
announced it will perma-
nently close on July 31, 2026.

Owners Anton Townes
and Michael Taylor opened
the restaurant on September
16, 2020, at 436 Elm Street,
realizing a goal they had
held since childhood. The
location, which previously
housed Pat Houston’s Gro-
cery, held special meaning
for the owners, who grew up
visiting the site.

“This has been a goal of

ours since we were kids,”
Townes said during the
restaurant’s ribbon-cutting
ceremony in 2020. Over the
years, the restaurant be-
came known for its hicko-
ry-smoked meats, including
ribs, pulled barbecue, wings,
and house-made sides like
potato salad and slaw.

In a statement posted to
social media on July 11, the
owners shared that the deci-
sion to close was difficult, but
they expressed their appreci-
ation for the community.

“We are incredibly thank-
ful for the trust you placed in

us and for allowing us to be
a part of this community for
the last 5 years,” the owners
wrote. “The friendships, con-
versations, and memories
we've made with all of you
are something we'll always
cherish”

TNT BBQ remains open
for business during its regu-
lar hours—Thursday through
Saturday, 11 am. to 8 pm.—
until their final day of opera-
tion on July 31. The owners
invite customers to visit for
a final meal and to share a
few laughs before they close
their doors.
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Prater’s Taters Sign Removed in McKenzie

MCcKENZIE (July 7) — The “Prater’s Taters” sign in downtown McKenzie has offi-
cially seen its last day — two years after the McKenzie restaurant closed. Darrin
Graves removed the sign on Tuesday afternoon, as a source said the building’s
owner is preparing to put the former restaurant space up for sale. Despite leaving
McKenzie, Prater’s Taters is still open at its Paris, Huntingdon and Parsons loca-
tions. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner
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The Redd family is pictured — (L to R) Jules, Nyla, Karson, Eden and Kevin. Photo
by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Baptist Hospital Welcomes CAO Kevin Redd

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (July 9)
— Baptist Memorial Hos-
pital-Carroll County wel-
comed new Chief Adminis-
trative Officer (CAO) Kevin
Redd to its team Thursday,
celebrating with a commu-
nity grab-and-go hot dog
box lunch event in the hos-
pital cafeteria.

Redd began his new posi-
tion on June 29, continuing
a 13-year career with Bap-
tist Memorial Hospital. Be-
fore the move, Redd worked
at Baptist Memorial Hos-
pital in Collierville. Redd,
a native Memphian, and
his family — wife Jules, son
Karson and daughters Eden
and Nyla — relocated to
Huntingdon this summer.

Redd was already familiar

with Huntingdon, though,
as he had completed both
a one year fellowship and
a rotation at the Carroll
County hospital earlier in
his career.

“My family and I are
glad to be here in Carroll
County,” Redd said. “We
have such a great team
here, and the community
has been nothing but wel-
coming to us.”

NEWS

Two Paris Businessmen Indicted
On Drug, Firearms Charges

COURTESY SHANNON
McFARLIN

Forever Communications

PARIS (July 7) — A Hen-
ry County Grand Jury has
indicted two local busi-
nessmen on drug and fire-
arms charges.

The Henry County
Sheriff’s Office and 24th
Judicial Drug Task Force
arrested Jay Sukhadia and
Dharmendra Sukhadia
Tuesday on Grand Jury
indictments that were re-
turned on Monday, July 6.

Jay Sukhadia, 29, was
charged with possession
of a firearm during the
commission of a felony,
possession of a controlled
substance with intent
to sell, manufacture or
deliver.

Dharmendra Sukhad-
ia, 60, was charged with
possession of a controlled
substance with intent to
sell, manufacture or deliv-
er, possession of a firearm
during the commission
of a felony and prohibit-
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(L to R) Dharmendra Sukhadia and Jay Sukhadia.

ed purchase of tobacco
products.

Both were booked in
the Henry County Jail and
have bonds of $100,000
each.

Sheriff Josh Frey said
the arrests are related to
search warrants executed
at Patriot Mart and Fuel
Pro last November. Search
warrants were executed
at both businesses and
items were seized from
the properties.

Frey said in a press re-
lease at the time, “On No-
vember 6, 2025, the 24th

Judicial Drug Task Force,
Henry County Sherift’s Of-
fice and the 24th Judicial
District Attorney Office
executed search warrants
at two Paris businesses.
These search warrants
were executed after nu-
merous complaints and a
lengthy investigation into
the sale of illegal drugs.
This is still an ongoing
investigation and testing
is being conducted on all
substances believed to
be illegal. Once testing is
completed prosecution
will be determined.”

Coming Soon:

We're excited to an-
nounce that a brand new
McKenzieBanner.com is
on the way!

Very soon, The McK-
enzie Banner will unveil
a completely redesigned
website built to make it
easier than ever to stay up-
to-date on news and devel-
opments in the tri-coun-
ty area. Whether you're
reading on your comput-
er, tablet, or smartphone,
you'll enjoy a faster, clean-
er and more user-friendly
experience.

Here's What You Can
Expect

« A modern,
bile-friendly design

« Frequent breaking and
local news updates

« Convenient access to
the e-Edition

« Improved search and
article organization

« FREE weekly e-News-
letter delivered right to
your inbox

o Simple online sub-
scription management

» More video coverage
and photo galleries

o Dynamic HTML web
advertisements

« Community news,
sports, obituaries, public
notices, event coverage
and much more — all in
one place

Free Access for a
Limited Time

To celebrate the launch,
the current McKenzieBan-
ner.com will be available
free of charge until launch
day. The new website
will be available free of
charge for one month after
launch, giving everyone an
opportunity to experience
our new web home.

During this introductory
period, readers will enjoy
unlimited access to local
news and features without

mo-

"The Banner
has been telling
McKenzie's story for
generations, and
it deserved a website
built to the same
standard.”

— Roger Morris,
web developer

a subscription or paywall.
We encourage everyone
to explore the new site,
become familiar with its
features and see every-
thing it has to offer.

After the introductory
free-access period ends,
our regular digital sub-
scription plans will re-
sume, helping us continue
the tradition of providing
quality local journalism
that serves Carroll, Henry
and Weakley counties.

About the Developer

The new McKenzieBan-
ner.com was developed
by McKenzie's own Rog-
er Morris, whose mother,
Deborah Turner, devel-
oped and managed The
Banner's first in-house
website in the late 1990s.

Morris is a full-stack web
developer and systems ar-
chitect with 15 years of ex-
perience building websites
and web applications.

His background spans
custom web development,
database architecture,
cloud infrastructure, dig-
ital marketing, and inte-
grating Al into business
workflows.

Most recently he served
as Director of Operations
and lead developer for
a multi-office real estate
brokerage in Paris, Tenn.,
where he built the com-
pany's property search
platform, agent CRM, and

The New McKenzieBanner.com

marketing systems from
the ground up. Earlier in
his career he built websites
for small businesses across
West Tennessee and led
technical marketing for
companies in California.

About Novel

Novel (novel.ad) is a
new web development stu-
dio founded by Morris and
based in McKenzie. The
company builds modern,
custom websites and soft-
ware for local businesses,
publishers, and organiza-
tions — with a focus on
fast, mobile-friendly sites
and practical uses of Al
like automated content
tools and smarter search.

The new McKenzieBan-
ner.com is Novel's first
project to go live.

Morris said, "The Banner
has been telling McKenzie's
story for generations, and it
deserved a website built to
the same standard.

"My goal was to make
the site fast, easy to read
on a phone, and simple
for the Banner staff to up-
date — so the technology
gets out of the way and the
news comes first.

"As someone who lives
here, getting to build this
for my hometown paper
is about the best first proj-
ect a new company could
ask for."

Launching Soon

For more than 156
years, the McKenzie Ban-
ner has been committed
to informing, connecting
and celebrating our com-
munities. While our web-
site is getting a fresh new
look, our commitment to
trusted local journalism re-
mains stronger than ever.

Be on the lookout for
launch updates, and be
among the first to experi-
ence the new McKenzie-
Banner.com.

McKenzie Council Approves Vehicle Purchases

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (July 7) —
The McKenzie City Coun-
cil approved the purchase
of three new vehicles for
the city’s police and wa-
ter departments during a
special-called meeting on
Tuesday, July 7.

The council voted to
purchase two 2026 Tahoe
trucks for the McKenzie
Police Department from
Wilson County Motors at
approximately $60,125
each. Police Chief Ryan
White confirmed the pur-
chases would not use tax-
payer funds, noting the
expense will be covered
by the city’s Safe Street
and Drug funds, which
are supported by traffic
camera revenue and asset
seizures, respectively.

Additionally, the coun-
cil approved the purchase
of a 2026 Case 580SN
backhoe-loader for the
Water Department at

a discounted price of
$99,426.56. The city
will trade in the depart-
ment’s existing 15-year-
old backhoe to secure the
discount.

During the meeting,
Paris Pike resident Scott
Kelley addressed the
board regarding inactive
tornado sirens and drain-
age issues in his neigh-
borhood. Kelley reported
a malfunctioning siren
near his residence and
noted that drainage cul-
verts at the intersections
of Paris Pike and East-
wood, and Paris Pike and
Shady Lane, were insuf-
ficient. He estimated he
had sustained $12,000 in
landscape damage due to
flooding.

Mayor Ryan Griffin
stated the tornado siren
issue would be addressed
during next month’s coun-
cil meeting. Regarding the
drainage concerns, the
mayor directed Street Di-

rector Johnny Mercer to
meet with Kelley to inves-
tigate the situation.

During department up-
dates, City Recorder Jen-
nifer Waldrup announced
that the city will replace
20 streetlights with new
60-watt bulbs, prioritizing
the city’s oldest fixtures.

Preceding the spe-
cial-called meeting, the
council, sitting as the
beer board, approved
new certificates for Type
A “off-premise” permits
to Aanal Patel, doing busi-
ness as Valero Foodmart
(15300 Highland Drive)
and Little General (528
Magnolia Avenue).

The McKenzie Board
of Mayor and Council is
scheduled to reconvene
for a special-called meet-
ing on Friday, July 24, at 10
a.m. The agenda includes
opening and approving
bids for fencing and gates
at the new Mulberry Soc-
cer Complex.
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Area Back-to-School Dates

Italian Ice & Froyo Co.
Hosts Soft Opening

McKENZIE (July 8) —

McKenzie has a new sweet spot on the map. Wednesday

marked the soft opening of Italian Ice & Froyo Co., a new dessert and snack
shop located at 16214 Highland Drive. Owner Shane Yarbrough said a grand
opening celebration is in the works for later this month. Italian Ice & Froyo Co.s
hours are as follows — Wednesday-Saturday: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Sunday: 1 p.m.
to 6 p.m.; Closed Mondays and Tuesdays. Owner Shane Yarbrough is pictured
with Sylar Yarbrough, Kade Sawyers, Bobbie Lipscomb and Jayden Kendall on
opening day. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Timber Theft Case Ends
With Restitution for
Henry County Landowner

NASHVILLE — A Ken-
tucky man has been or-
dered to pay $15,000 in
restitution to a Henry
County property owner
following a timber theft
investigation conducted by
the Tennessee Department
of Agriculture’s Agricultur-
al Crime Unit (ACU).

In January 2026, ACU
Special Agent Morris Rog-
ers received a report from
a Henry County resident
that several white oak trees
had been cut and removed
from his property with-
out permission. During
the investigation, Rogers
determined that James
Thomas Williams Jr., of
Murray, Ky., intentionally
entered Jones’ property
and harvested timber.

A consulting forester
determined that approx-
imately $18,000 worth
of timber had been cut
and removed from the
property.

Following the investiga-
tion, Rogers obtained war-

rants charging Williams
with theft of property over
$10,000 and criminal tres-
pass. The Henry County
Sheriff’s Department ex-
tradited Williams to Ten-
nessee in February.

On May 28, 2026, Wil-
liams pleaded guilty in
Henry County General
Sessions Court to aggra-
vated trespassing. As part
of a negotiated plea agree-
ment, he was ordered to
pay $15,000 in restitution
to the victim.

“The goal in cases like
this is to make the victim
as whole as possible,” Ag-
riculture Commissioner
Andy Holt said. “Recover-
ing losses for Tennessee
landowners is an import-
ant part of justice. If some-
one chooses to commit an
agricultural crime in Ten-
nessee, they should know
we will work tirelessly with
our law enforcement part-
ners to investigate the case
and hold those responsible
accountable.”

ACU Special Agent in
Charge Greg Whitehead
said timber theft can
have significant financial
impacts on landowners,
making thorough investi-
gations critical.

“Timber is a valuable
agricultural commodity,
and these cases often re-
quire extensive investiga-
tion to document owner-
ship, determine value and
establish criminal intent,”
Whitehead said. “Our pri-
ority is protecting Tennes-
see’s farmers and land-
owners while pursuing
outcomes that help restore
victims’ losses whenever
possible”

ACU investigates ag-
ricultural-related crimes
across Tennessee, includ-
ing livestock theft, timber
theft, equipment theft,
crop theft and other of-
fenses affecting the state’s
agricultural community.
The unit consists of 10
special agents strategical-
ly located across the state,
from Memphis to Moun-
tain City, with each agent
responsible for approxi-
mately nine to 12 counties.

ACU investigated 60 cas-
es in June 2026.

Wade

...From Front Page

the work I continue to do
today. I attended school in
Huntingdon and graduat-
ed from Huntingdon High
School in 1987.

My wife, the former
Pam Smothers of West-
port (a Clarksburg High
School graduate), and I
have been married for 36
years. Together, we have
raised two daughters, Tif-
fany and Kelcie, and we
are proud grandparents to
our 15-month-old grand-
son, Slade.

Serving my community
has always been important
to me. I have served for
many years as Chief of the
Carroll County Fire De-
partment, District 2 (Vale).
I also serve as Trustee and
President of the Vale Com-
munity Center and am a
member of Faith Baptist
Church in Hollow Rock.

My career began as a
truck driver before moving
into the fire equipment
industry. Ilater owned and
operated Ronnie Wade’s
Towing and Trucking in
Bruceton for nine years.
For the past 11 years, I
have been employed with
the Carroll County High-
way Department, where
I have worked in nearly
every aspect of the depart-
ment’s operations. Those
experiences have given
me firsthand knowledge
of the equipment, the em-
ployees, the daily responsi-

bilities, and the challenges
involved in maintaining
our county roads.

I gave considerable
thought and prayer before
deciding to run for Road
Supervisor in 2022, and I
approached this election
with the same careful con-
sideration. I have never
taken the responsibilities
of this office lightly.

For the first time in
Carroll County’s history,
voters will elect one Road
Supervisor instead of two.
Many people I have spo-
ken with were unaware
of this recent change in
state law. With one super-
visor assuming all of the
responsibilities previously
shared by two, it is more
important than ever to
elect someone who un-
derstands every aspect of
the job and is prepared
to meet those increased
demands.

I want you to know that
I am ready, willing, and
able to accept those ad-
ditional responsibilities.
This is a 24-hour-a-day,
seven-day-a-week posi-
tion. When emergencies
occur—whether it is a tree
blocking a roadway, storm
damage, or another ur-
gent situation—the Road
Supervisor is responsible
for responding. Over the
past four years, I have per-
sonally responded to ap-
proximately 90 percent of
those calls.

The position also re-
quires a thorough under-
standing of the laws gov-
erning county roads and
the ability to ensure the

Highway Department op-
erates in compliance with
those laws. Just as impor-
tantly, the supervisor must
carefully manage the de-
partment’s budget to main-
tain all 723 miles of county
roads in Carroll County.
That often requires making
difficult decisions that may
not always please everyone,
but making those decisions
responsibly is part of serv-
ing in this position.

I am fortunate to work
alongside an outstanding
group of Highway Depart-
ment employees who take
great pride in their work
each day. Their dedication
and commitment deserve
recognition, and I am
grateful for everything they
do to serve the citizens of
Carroll County.

In closing, I want to sin-
cerely thank you for the
trust and confidence you
placed in me four years
ago. It has been an hon-
or to serve as your Road
Supervisor. I want to con-
tinue building on the prog-
ress we have made and
work to ensure that the
Carroll County Highway
Department remains one
of the finest in the State of
Tennessee.

I respectfully ask for
your vote and support
as I seek re-election as
your Carroll County Road
Supervisor.

Thank you, and may
God bless you and your
families.

Sincerely,

Ronnie Wade

(731) 415-1797

Paid for by the candidate.

A new school year is just
around the corner, and
area school districts have
released schedules for the
return of staff and students.

The five Carroll Coun-
ty school districts (McK-
enzie, Huntingdon, West
Carroll, Hollow Rock-Bru-
ceton and South Carroll)

begin staff in-service on
Monday, July 27. Students
report for a half-day on
Tuesday, August 4.
Weakley County Schools
begin later, with staff re-
porting for in-service on
Monday, August 3. Students
begin the year with a full
day on Monday, August 10.

In-service for Henry
County School System
staff begins Thursday, July
23. Students report for a
half-day on Monday, Au-
gust 3.

Students in the Paris
Special School District also
return for a half-day on
Monday, August 3.

LEGACY OF LEARNING
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Armand Hebert, president of McKenzie Rotary, along with Ike Gilbert and Neal
Williamson, both members of the last graduating class of Webb School.

Alumni Reflect on the
History of Webb School

MCcKENZIE (July 7) — The
Rotary Club of McKenzie
recently held its weekly
meeting at the historic Webb
School, gathering in the mu-
seum and library of a facility
that remains a cornerstone
of local heritage. The visit
served as a poignant back-
drop for a story into the in-
stitution’s enduring legacy
and its continued signifi-
cance to the Carroll County
community.

In a look back at Carroll
County’s educational his-
tory of Blacks, Ike Gilbert
and Neal Williamson shared
their personal experiences
as students of the historic
Webb School, an all-black
student school. Both men
were members of the Class
of 1966, the final graduating
class of the institution before
its closure during the consol-
idation of schools following
the era of integration.

The integration was a part
of the landmark Civil Rights
Act of 1964, signed into law
on July 2, 1964, by President
Lyndon B. Johnson. Origi-
nally proposed by President
John E Kennedy in 1963, the
bill overcame a 60-day Sen-
ate filibuster before pass-
ing Congress and officially
ending legal segregation and
employment discrimination
nationwide.

Despite being possibly the
newest school facility with-
in the county, integration
led students to attend other

county schools; the 10-year-
old building was closed.
The closure of the school
in 1966 during the era of in-
tegration did not signal the
end of its impact. Instead, it
galvanized a movement to
protect its history. In 1969,
Professor Seets spearheaded
the formation of the Webb
Alumni Association, which
successfully purchased the
campus in the early 1970s.
Alumnus Roscoe McKenzie
was the first president of a
newly-formed alumni asso-
ciation, which purchased the
building and surrounding
campus from the County
of Carroll. This dedication
to preservation culminated
in the school building be-
ing listed on the National
Register of Historic Places,
an effort supported by Car-
roll Van West, the Tennessee
state historian. In 2016, the
association furthered its mis-
sion by opening a museum
on-site to archive and display
artifacts, photographs, and
records that tell the story of
the faculty and students who
shaped the institution.
During the presentation,
Gilbert and Williamson re-
counted the rigorous envi-
ronment that prepared them
for life beyond the classroom.
Students often balanced
their studies with significant
responsibilities, including
agricultural work and mul-
tiple jobs, to support their
families and their education.

Despite the hardships of the
era, the school provided a
comprehensive foundation
in academics, agriculture,
and vocational skills, with
teachers who were deeply
committed to their students’
success.

“Webb prepared you to
take life anywhere you want
to,” Williamson noted, re-
flecting on the school’s cur-
riculum and the guidance of
educators like Professor T. A.
Wofford instilled a sense of
discipline and self-reliance
in the student body.

Today, the organization
continues to maintain the
campus and archive the
school’s history, ensuring
that the contributions of
Professor Seets, the facul-
ty, and the students are not
forgotten.

The school serves as the
home for the Northwest
Tennessee Head Start and
as a community gathering
place. After-school tutor-
ing is offered in the school.
Webb Alumni Association
also has a historic library in
the school building. It is open
to the public on Tuesdays
and it features graduating
class photograph compos-
ites, typewriters, photos of
the former dorms, agricul-
ture building, and informa-
tion about the history of the
school, its teachers, and its
students.

Flag

...From Front Page

into the new headquarters
in the coming weeks.

“It’s a beautiful facility,”
Kustoff said. “Thank you to
Director Kristy [Meggs] and
the 911 Board of Directors
for their leadership in mak-
ing this new facility possible.
Thank you to Sheriff Andy
Dickson, Huntingdon Chief
of Police Jason Oliver, our
dispatchers and all first re-
sponders for keeping our
communities safe.”

“We're honored that some-

one took the time to come in
and see what we offer here in
Carroll County,” Meggs said
of Kustoft’s visit.

The new headquarters was
approved by the district’s
board of directors in May
2024. The estimated cost for
the new building, sketched
by A2H designers and archi-
tects, was valued at $2.875
million, which the CCECD
had in reserves.

“We built for growth,”
Meggs said. “We've been sav-
ing for probably 10-15 years
for this project”

Each of the three areas is
isolated from the others.

The backup dispatch cen-

ter will have backup capabil-
ities for a multi-console dis-
patch area and will be used
in the event that the county’s
Emergency Operating Center
(adjacent to the Sheriff’s De-
partment) is inoperable.

The new training area will
be available for any agen-
cy or organization to host
training sessions or meet-
ings, Meggs shared.

The E911 Board of Di-
rectors approved a bid to
demolish the former E911
headquarters in May. Like
the new E911 headquarters,
the former 800-square-foot
office building was on Dilla-
hunty Lane in Huntingdon.

Budget

...From Front Page

value, unchanged from last
year. The tax rate is distrib-
uted between the Gener-
al Purpose Fund ($.4898)
and the Debt Service Fund
($.2585).

The budget includes a
three percent across-the-
board raise and a $1,000
bonus for all district em-
ployees, as well as additional
raises for educational assis-
tants and cafeteria staff.

The General Purpose
Fund totals $13,476,896, a
3.1 percent increase over
the previous year.

The Federal Projects
Fund, which accounts for
federal grant funds under

ESSA, IDEA and Carl Per-
kins Vocational, is $763,334.

The Central Cafeteria
Fund, funded primarily by
the USDA, has a budget of
$1,003,200.

The Education Debt
Service Fund budget is
$475,639, which represents
scheduled payments on the
district’s bonds. The total
outstanding principal and
interest on the district’s
bonded debt is $2,362,872.
The final payment on the
debt is due April 1, 2032.

During the meeting, Di-
rector of Schools Dr. Justin
Barden addressed the status
of several projects.

Replacement of the fence
at the football and practice
field at McKenzie Middle
School is expected to begin
by next week.

The MMS restroom floor-
ing renovation has been
postponed to June 2027 as
the time window is too tight
to complete before the re-
turn of students.

Painting in the MMS
gymnasium and in some
of the classroom pods will
be completed this summer.

The McKenzie Elemen-
tary School gymnasium
floor project could poten-
tially occur this month, but
Director Barden is await-
ing information from the
contractors.

For the storm water
drainage project at MES,
representatives from Lash-
lee-Rich and TLM will con-
duct an on-site visit in the
near future.

Tuesday’s meeting ad-
journed after nine minutes.
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Things In My Head with Charles Manfredi

wo 1T WAS A SAD DAY FoR SurREe...
ELVIs THE Movse pDIEp, HIc LAST WoRDS
WERE e “IM CARGHT (N A TRAP, [ CANT GET
oUT, BECAUSE T LovE YyoU Too MUCH BABY .

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

Why I Don’t Smoke

Me and Buddy Wiggleton grew
up wanting to be the Marlboro
Man. We studied his picture on
the billboard above the DX Service
Station out where Highways 79
and 22 intersected. You talk about
a rugged guy. We believed with all
our little hearts he could drink a
cauldron of hot molten lead and
spit out horseshoes till the cows
came home.

Which, of course, is exactly what
the Marlboro cigarette people want-
ed us to think.

Buddy did point out a few discrep-
ancies between two little guys on
the ground and the giant on the bill-
board: neither of us had a white cow-
boy hat, or a crimson red shirt with
a western yoke, double front pockets,
and pearl buttons, or a black vest. We
were 13 years away from growing a
mustache. And no matter how hard
we scrunched, we could not get any
sun burned, wind whipped wrinkles
to pile up around our eyes.

And there was one other small
incongruity, neither of us smoked.

Yet!

But we grew up in a world and
a time when just about every
grownup did. Well, most all of the
men anyway. And a lot of the wom-
en. I believe the term was “fash-
ionable.” We saw it in relentless
newspaper and billboard ads. We
listened to the “Lucky Strike Hour”
on the radio. When we finally got a
TV, near 'bout every other show was
sponsored by a cigarette company.

The slogans still dance through
my head: “I'd walk a mile for a
Camel,” “Winston tastes good like
a cigarette should,” “Come to where
the flavor is. Come to Marlboro
Country,” “Call for Phillip Morris,”
“L.S./M.ET. (Lucky Strike Means
Fine Tobacco)

It is no wonder that by the begin-
ning of junior high we were down
in the big ditch behind George Sex-
ton’s house with some cigarettes in
our hands. We didn’t have a whole
pack. Good golly, that would cost 25
cents! Which was the equivalent of
FIVE packs of baseball cards. There
ain’t no way on God’s green earth
we’d do that!

Ricky had “borrowed” a couple of
Lucky Strikes out of an open pack
his dad left on the kitchen table.
Yogi and Buddy did the same. I was
the only one that didn’t bring any
smokes to the game. I wasn’t brave
enough to risk Daddy finding out I
had pilfered something from him.

We pretended to be sooo grownup
passing a cigarette around. But we
ended up being a little disappointed.
It didn’t taste nothing like a Baby
Ruth or Butterfinger. It was just hot
air coming in and going out.

And Yogi, who was always our
cutting-edge guy, got to telling us,
as we smoked, about Kent ciga-
rettes with the new “Micronite”
filter. He said it was supposed to
be a safeguard to your health. That
was so strange to us. We had never
thought of cigarettes being unsafe.

It didn’t cross our minds there
might be a problem with puffing on
them morning, noon, and night. Of
course, come to think of it, as Yogi
pontificated on, I got to pondering
how some of the older men in town
didn’t quit coughing until the mid-
dle of the afternoon.

And I remembered some other
slogans, “More doctors smoke Cam-
els than any other cigarettes,” “L&M
filters are just what the doctor or-
dered,” and Chesterfield assured us
“Not a cough in a carload.”

Maybe there was more to this
smoking thing than they were tell-
ing us....

Mr. Bill Rogers was our junior
high principal. When they could
not find anyone else, he stepped
in to be the football coach. Buddy
and I were in the seventh grade. He
called the team up after practice
one afternoon and out of the blue
said, “Young men, if you want to be
a good athlete, don’t ever smoke. It
will cut your wind”

Well, I wanted to be a good ath-
lete. And I hoped and prayed that
a few puffs down at the big ditch
hadn’t ruined my chances.

I never even thought about smok-
ing again.

The jingles went on without me.
The billboard overlooking the DX
Station changed from the Marlboro
Man to a Buick Skylark. I never got
to look “cool” by sticking a cigarette
behind my ear. I never rolled up a
pack of Pall Malls in my white tee
shirt sleeve. I didn’t waste time
hanging out with the guys smok-
ing behind the ag building in high
school between classes.

But I did save a lot of money. I
have no idea what a pack cost to-
day. But I suspect that it would be
a bit north of the 25 cents me, Yogi,
Ricky, and Buddy didn’t pay.

I dodged a bullet for sure. And
I am thankful for a junior high
football coach who cared enough
to warn us about the dangers of
smoking when we were still wet
behind the ears.

Although, honesty compels me
to admit, I didn’t know then, and I
still don’t know to this day exactly
what “cut your wind” means. But
it sounded bad enough to get the
job done!

Respectfully,
Kes
kesley45@aol.com
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Inglenook Book Club Explores Club History

The Inglenook Book Club
gathered for its monthly meet-
ing on July 8, 2026, at 3 p.m.
at the Lakeside Senior Living
Community in McKenzie. Pres-
ident Gail Mack presided over
the meeting, which opened with
the recitation of the Pledge of
Allegiance, the Club Aim, and
the club motto.

Hostesses Sherri Priestley and
Debby Simon provided refresh-
ments, serving ice cream cake,
a snack medley, and beverages.
The group also took a moment
to celebrate July birthdays, rec-
ognizing Victoria Ard, Shirley
Martin, and Debby Simon.

During the business portion
of the meeting, 10 members an-
swered the roll call. The minutes
from June were approved follow-
ing a motion by Victoria Ard,

seconded by Jean Hollomon. In
the absence of Treasurer Donna
Ward, Beverly Mueller presented
the financial report, which was
subsequently approved after a
motion by Victoria Ard and a
second by Debby Simon.
President Mack called for
committee updates. Sunshine
chair Genia Sherwood con-
firmed that cards were sent to
members. Jean Hollomon was
recognized for coordinating
meeting notifications and or-
ganizing school donations, and
Victoria Ard provided an update
on the book-passing progress.
The afternoon’s program was
presented by Beverly Mueller,
who discussed the history of
book clubs in America and the
specific history of the Inglenook
Book Club in McKenzie. Draw-

ing from an extensive collection
of memorabilia dating back to
1921, Mueller shared that the
“Inglenook” name was adopted
in 1975, with “ingle” referring
to a chimney and “nook” to a
corner.

The club continues its initia-
tive to support local schools and
expressed gratitude to mem-
bers who contributed donations
this month. The next meeting
is scheduled for August 12 at
3 p.m. at Lakeside Senior Liv-
ing Community. Hostesses for
the upcoming gathering will
be Victoria Ard and Pedie Ped-
ersen, and Debby Simon will
present the program. Members
are asked to bring individually
wrapped snack items for the
school donation drive.

Bethel/Eastside FCE News

COURTESY DANITA LAMAN

The Bethell/Eastside FCE
met Thursday, June 11 in the
lovely home of Pennye and
Mary Mays.

Seven members were present
as well as our agent, Lacy Ye-
ley. The meeting was called to
order, and the Collect was read
by our president, Gail Eubanks.

Roll call was answered with,
“If you could add one change
to your home to make life eas-
ier, what would it be?” Most of
us said we would like to add
a maid. That would make life
easier!

The May meeting was
skipped because we met at
the lake, so minutes were read
from the April meeting. The
treasury report was given: still
in the black.

Discussing old business,

Bethel/Eastside FCE is still do-
ing meals in a bag. Five meals
were donated to the Carl Per-
kins Center last month. Cakes
for the nursing home is another
ongoing project. This month, it
was Danita Laman’s turn to take
two cakes to the nursing home.
Whoever is the hostess for the
month is also responsible for
the devotion, cakes and educa-
tional program.

In new business, Bethel/
Eastside FCE learned that Oc-
tober is Fire Safety Month. It
was suggested we meet at the
firehouse for an actual demon-
stration of a fire. This was ta-
bled for a Saturday in a cooler
month, to be discussed more.
The club voted to give $50 for a
basket at the Mini Conference.

The next cluster meeting is
July 24 in Benton County. The
Carroll County Fair is August

8-16, and Mini Conference is
August 12.

The educational program
was given in the month of June.
There are assigned national
days to each month, but when
I went to the web and typed in
happenings in June, I was given
a calendar of events for each
day with a dessert. I shared this
with the club:

June is Alzheimer’s and
Brain Awareness Month, Men’s
Health Month, National Em-
ployees Wellness Month, and
National Migraine and Head-
ache Awareness Month.

June is the home of National
Donut Day, Flag Day, June-
teenth, National Handshake
Day and even Milkshake Day
on Saturday, June 20. Three of
our ladies met for milkshakes
to celebrate that day!

The hostess for July is Judy
Roberts.

Tip for the day: deep clean
your microwave.

Lifeline Blood

Lifeline Blood Services has
released its blood drive calen-
dar for the month of July, urg-
ing individuals to save a life by
donating blood this summer.

The organization has a need
for Type O negative blood, but
all blood types are wanted.
Only six to seven percent of
the population has Type O
negative blood, but 100 per-
cent of urgent trauma patients
receive it.

Platelet donors are asked
to make appointments at the
Jackson, Dyersburg or Paris
centers. Platelet donors impact
local cancer patients.

Lifeline Blood Services is
also halfway through its Eighth
Annual Car Giveaway, with a
2024 Ford Maverick XLT Truck,
donated by Joe Mahan Ford,
on the line. The giveaway is
open to all donors aged 18 and
older and lasts until Labor Day.
Lifeline will notify the winner
on September 8, 2026.

See if Lifeline Blood Services
is making a stop near you this
month:

LEXINGTON — Henderson
Co. Community Hospital, July
9, 1-6 p.m.

HUMBOLDT — Tennessee
State Veterans' Home, July 10,
12:30-5:30 p.m.

BROWNSVILLE — Tennes-
see National Guard, July 12, 8
am.-12 p.m.

MARTIN — Martin City Hall,
July 13, 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

SELMER — Selmer Court-

Services July Blood Drives

house, July 13, 12-6 p.m.

RIPLEY — Walmart, July 13,
1-6 p.m.

CORINTH — Magnolia Re-
gional Health Center, July 15,
7-11:30 am.; 12-4 p.m.

HUNTINGDON — Hunting-
don Health and Rehab, July 16,
11 am.-1 p.m.

HUNTINGDON — First Bap-
tist Church, July 16, 3-6 p.m.

PARSONS — Parsons Li-
brary, July 17, 11:30 a.m.-4:30
p-m.

CAMDEN — Cash Savers,
July 17, 1-6 p.m.

PARIS — Joe Mahan Ford,
July 17, 1-6 p.m.

ERIN — McGlashing Piggly
Wiggly, July 20, 12-5 p.m.

KENTON — Hay’s Family
Grocery, July 20, 12:30-5:30
p-m.

DRESDEN — Southside
Church of Christ, July 20, 1-6
p-m.

RIPLEY — TCAT, July 21, 9
a.m.-1 p.m.

COVINGTON — TCAT, July
21,9 am.-1 p.m.

BELLS — Bells Nursing and
Rehab, July 21, 12-5 p.m.

UNION CITY — TCAT, July
22,9 am.-1 p.m.

SHILOH — Shiloh National
Military Park, July 22, 12-4 p.m.

SOUTH FULTON — South
Fulton Baptist Church, July 22,
2-6 p.m.

TRENTON - Food Rite (Ar-
mory Street), July 23, 12:30-
5:30 p.m.

SAVANNAH — Savannah

Nursing and Rehab, July 23,
2-6 p.m.

LEXINGTON — TCAT, July
24,9 am.-1 p.m.

BOLIVAR — CB&S Bank, July
24, 12-5 p.m.

JACKSON — Lowe’s (Vann
Drive), July 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

HENDERSON — Piggly Wig-
gly, July 27, 12-6 p.m.

GREENFIELD — Tate’s Fam-
ily Foods, July 27, 12-5 p.m.

UNION CITY — E.W. James
& Sons, July 27, 1-7 p.m.

JACKSON — West TN
Healthcare Sportsplex, July
28,9-11 a.m.

MILAN — Milan General
Hospital, July 28, 12:30-5:30
p.m.

JACKSON — Northbrooke
Post Acute, July 28,1-4 p.m.

SELMER — Food Giant, July
28, 2-5:30 p.m.

JACKSON — Jackson Madi-
son Co. General Hospital, July
29,9-11:30 am.; 12-5 p.m.

DECATURVILLE — Deca-
turville Pentecostal Church,
July 29, 2:30-6:30 p.m.

MCcKENZIE — Cherrywood
Post Acute, July 30, 12-5 p.m.

HUNTINGDON — Baptist
Memorial Hospital, July 30,
1-5 p.m.

DRESDEN — First Commu-
nity Bank, July 31, 11 a.m.-4:30
p.m.

MARTIN — First Community
Bank, July 31, 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

MIDDLETON — Centennial
Bank, July 31, 12-5 p.m.

Local Residents Receive Degrees from UT Martin

MARTIN — Several Carroll
County residents were
among students who received
degrees from the University of
Tennessee at Martin during
spring commencement
ceremonies held May 2, 2026,
on the UT Martin campus.

The students receiving
undergraduate degrees were:

Atwood — Angus Oliver

McCoy; Anessa Rose Higgs;
Erin L. Norman; Paul Lucas
Moore; Buena Vista — Lucy
Jean Heuring; Cedar Grove —
Noah B. Hickman; Hollow Rock
— Nevaeh Sky Davis; Hunting-
don — Brayden Isaac Bales;
Kaley Pearson; Emma G Ross;
Hannah Katherine King; Nata-
lie Anne Taylor; Lauren Grace
Colvett; Ellia Grace Lewis; Car-

ter Benton Cary; Jacob William
Sullivan; McKenzie — Andra
Grace Herrin; Connor Moore
Viana; Sierra Paige Tyler; Clara
Irene Kallaos; Trezevant —
Bonnie E. Nance.; Yuma —
Sarah Caruthers Pope; The
students receiving graduate
degrees were; Huntingdon —
Alli Reeves Dale; McKenzie —
Ashlyn Nicole Drewry.
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PHILIP EDWARDS
1930 — 2026

McKENZIE — Philip
Neal Edwards, 96, died on
July 9, 2026, at Collierville
Baptist Hospice House.

A graveside service was
at Carroll County Memo-
rial Gardens on July 14,
2026, at 12:30 p.m.

Mr. Edwards was born
on April 23, 1930, in McK-
enzie, to the late Frank and
Mary Edwards.

On August 19, 1951,
he married the love of
his life, Frances Edwards.
Together they shared 71
wonderful years of mar-
riage, building a life cen-
tered on faith, family, and
unwavering devotion to
one another.

He is survived by his
two sons, Steven Neal
(Donna) Edwards of Col-
lierville, Tenn., and Da-
vid (Susan) Edwards of
Bartlett, Tenn.; six grand-
children; and twelve
great-grandchildren.

LINDA SUE
BRINKMAN
1946 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mrs.
Linda Sue Brinkman, 80,
of Huntingdon died Satur-
day, July 4, 2026, at Jackson
Madison County General
Hospital.

Funeral Services were
Saturday, July 11, 2026,
at 1:30 p.m. at Richard’s,
Raff & Dunbar Funeral
Home, 838 E High Street,
Springfield, Ohio, fol-
lowed by burial at Fern-
Cliff Cemetery.

Mrs. Brinkman was
born on May 31, 1946,
in Springfield, Ohio, to
the late Paul and Kath-
ryn Kriegbaum, and was
survived by her sister,
Carol Reeves; children,
Sara (Tim) Toma, Paul
(Jennifer) Brinkman, and
Todd Brinkman; and 11
grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren.

PETE HARGROVE
1940 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mr.
Walter “Pete” Hargrove,
85, of Buena Vista, died
Sunday, July 5, 2026,
at Baptist Hospital in
Huntingdon.

Funeral services were
Thursday, July 9, 2026,
at 2 p.m. in the Chapel
of Chase Funeral Home.
Burial was in Pleasant Hill
Cemetery.

Mr. Hargrove was born
on August 24, 1940, to the
late Jessie and Claudean
(Walker) Hargrove.

He was preceded in
death by four brothers,
Paul Raymond Hargrove,
William Hargrove, Jessie
Hargrove Jr., James Har-
grove; and a sister, Lou
Hicks.

He is survived by his
wife of 63 years, Flora

Hargrove; two sons, Ran-
dy Hargrove of Buena
Vista and Rodney Har-
grove (Cindy) of Bruce-
ton; a sister, Blondell Al-
len (Donnie) of Camden;
four Brothers, George
Hargrove (Reba) of Nash-
ville, Sam Hargrove (Lin-
da) of Camden, Danny
Hargrove (Louise) of Hol-
low Rock, and Wayne Har-
grove of Memphis; two
grandchildren and one
great-grandchild.

ELMER MANESS
1955 — 2026

WESTPORT — Mr. El-
mer Lee Maness, 81, of
Westport, Tenn., died Fri-
day, June 19, 2026, at his
home.

Funeral services were
in the Chapel of Chase
Funeral Home on Satur-
day, June 27. Burial was in
Mt. Comfort Cemetery in
Westport.

Mr. Maness was born
on November 2, 1944, in
Lexington, Tenn.

He is survived by his
wife, Felicidad Maness;
and a son, Cody Lee
Maness.

NANCY PEARL
MOORE
1965 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Ms.
Nancy Pearl Moore, 60, of
Huntingdon, died Satur-
day, July 4, 2026, at Baptist
Memorial Hospital.

All services are with
family only.

Nancy was born Octo-
ber 10, 1965, to the late
Thomas Moore and Fannie
Moore. In addition to her
parents, she is preceded
in death by her brother,
Jimmy Webb.

She is survived by
Tim (Meredith) Weath-
ers of Huntingdon; two
sisters, Rose Montgom-
ery of Huntingdon, and
Shirley (Wallace) Cun-
ningham of Milan; three
brothers, Mark Moore
of Huntingdon, James
Moore of Huntingdon,
and Tyler (Debbie) Moore
of McKenzie; and three
grandchildren.

SUSANA MARIA
REYNOLDS
1946 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mrs.
Susana Barrientoz Maria
Reynolds, 80, of Hunting-
don, died Tuesday, July 7,
2026, at her home.

Funeral services were
Saturday, July 11, 2026, at
11 a.m. in the Chapel of
Chase Funeral Home with
Bro. James Moore offici-
ating. Burial followed in
Liberty Cemetery.

She was born May 24,
1946, in Harlingen, Texas,
to the late Fabian Barri-
entoz and Juliana Rivera
Barrientoz. She was also
preceded in death by her
husband, Leon Reynolds;
a son, Victor Flores; two
daughters, Josefina Rivera
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and Vickie Galvan; and
two grandchildren, Al-
exander Flores and baby
Santana.

She is survived by three
daughters, Cathy Cun-
ningham of Huntingdon,
Gracie Newbill (Ricky) of
Wingo, Tenn., and Debbie
Lynn Reynolds of Lexing-
ton; a son-in-law, Paul Ri-
vera; three sisters, Maggie
Barrientoz, of Arcadia,
Fla., Maria Barrientoz,
of Zolfo Springs, Fla.,
and Beatriz Gillian, of St.
Cloud, Fla.; two broth-
ers, Vincent Barrientoz,
of Albertsville, Ala., and
Fabian Barrientoz Jr., of
Alamo Gordo, N.M. She
also leaves seven grand-
children and twelve
great-grandchildren.

DOROTHY MAY
RUSHING
1945 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mrs.
Dorothy May Rushing, 81,
of Huntingdon, died Sat-
urday, July 4, 2026, at her
home.

Funeral services were
Wednesday, July 8, 2026, in
the Chapel of Dilday-Car-
ter Funeral Home. Inter-
ment was at Carroll Me-
morial Gardens.

Dorothy was born
March 30, 1945, to the late
Charles Wyatt and Callie
Ellison Wyatt. In addition
to her parents, she was
preceded in death by one
grandchild, Jeremy Hill;
three brothers, Freeman
Wyatt, Maurice Wyatt and
Jack Wyatt; and two sisters,
Inez Haynes and Louise
Broach.

She leaves behind
her husband, Joe How-
ard Rushing; two sons,
Martin Joe Rushing of
Huntingdon, and John
Randall (Genetta) Rush-
ing of Huntingdon; five
grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.

Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

JEFF BARKER, JR.
1949 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mr.
Jeff “Bud” Barker Jr., 76,
of Huntingdon, died Fri-
day, July 10, 2026, at NHC
Healthcare.

Mr. Barker was born July
30, 1949, to the late Jeff
Barker and Cecil Newbill
Barker.

He is survived by one
daughter, Miranda Hat-
field of Milan; three sis-
ters, Jane (Bill) Hollow-
ell of Bruceton, Delois
Smothers of Bruceton,
and Nancy Roberts of
Three Way, Tenn.; one
brother, Jim (Judy) Bark-
er of Huntingdon; two
grandchildren and one
great-grandchild.

Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

Community to Honor Life of Carter
Allison at Thursday Memorial Service

PARIS — The Henry
County community is in
mourning following the
tragic loss of 17-year-old
Carter Brookes Allison, who
died in a two-vehicle acci-
dent on Monday, July 6. A
service celebrating his life
is Thursday, July 16, at the
Henry County Fairgrounds.

The memorial, held from
5-7 p.m., invites family,
friends and the many com-
munity members touched
by Carter’s kindness to
gather and honor a young
man described as a “beacon
of light and joy”

A rising senior at Henry
County High School, Carter
was a familiar face in the
local community through
both his school spirit and
his dedicated work ethic.
He was a committed mem-
ber of the Henry County
High School Bass Team
and the Tennessee Valley
Bass Team, reflecting a life-
long love for the outdoors.
During the school year, he
worked as a farm hand at
Wilson Farms, and he spent
his summers working at
Paris BPU.

Those close to Carter re-
member him not just for
his skills on the water or his
hard work on the farm, but
for a wisdom that exceeded
his years and a smile that
could brighten any room.
An avid fisherman who nev-
er met a stranger, Carter
was often found in a duck
blind or on the water with
his brothers and friends.

Carter is survived by his
parents, Jake and Katelynne
Allison; his brothers, Mad-
den, Knox, and Wade; and
his grandparents, Jerry and
Sheri Carter and Tracey Al-
lison. He was a member of
the Tennessee Valley Com-
munity Church.

OBITUARY FOR CARTER
BROOKES ALLISON

With heavy hearts, we
announce the passing of
Carter Brookes Allison, who
died on July 6, 2026, at the
tender age of 17. Born on
October 22, 2008, in Paris,
Tenn., Carter was a beacon
of light and joy to everyone
who had the privilege to
know him.

Carter was the son of
Jake and Katelynne Allison;
brother to Madden, Knox,
and Wade Allison; grand-
parents Jerry and Sheri Car-
ter and Tracey Allison. He
was preparing to embark
on his senior year at Henry
County High School. His
love for the outdoors was
evident in his commitment
to the Henry County High
School Bass team, where
he showcased his skills as
an avid fisherman, a pas-
sion he also pursued with
the Tennessee Valley Bass
Team.

Carter’s work ethic was
remarkable for someone
so young. He spent his
school days working as a
farm hand at Wilson Farms,

Gasoline Prices Increase During Week

TENNESSEE (July 13) —
Average gasoline prices in
Tennessee increased 13.2
cents per gallon in the last
week, averaging $3.47/g
today, according to Gas-
Buddy’s survey of 3,821
stations in Tennessee.
Prices in Tennessee are
12.9 cents per gallon low-
er than a month ago and
stand 69.6 cents per gallon
higher than a year ago. The
national average price of
diesel has increased 9.6
cents compared to a week
ago and stands at $4.854
per gallon.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest
station in Tennessee was
priced at $2.89/g yesterday
while the most expensive
was $4.39/g, a difference of
$1.50/g. The lowest price
in the state yesterday was
$2.89/g while the highest
was $4.39/g, a difference
of $1.50/g.

The national average
price of gasoline has risen
10.3 cents per gallon in
the last week, averaging
$3.82/g today. The nation-
al average is down 21.2
cents per gallon from a
month ago and stands 71.0
cents per gallon higher
than a year ago, accord-
ing to GasBuddy data
compiled from more than
11 million weekly price
reports covering over
150,000 gas stations across
the country.

Historical gasoline pric-
es in Tennessee and the
national average going
back five years:

July 13, 2025: $2.77/g
(U.S. Average: $3.11/g)

July 13, 2024: $3.09/g
(U.S. Average: $3.51/g)

July 13, 2023: $3.08/g
(U.S. Average: $3.53/g)

July 13, 2022: $4.21/g
(U.S. Average: $4.61/g)

July 13, 2021: $2.85/¢g

(U.S. Average: $3.14/g)

“The national average
price of gasoline has seen
its first weekly increase
since May 11, snapping
a streak of eight straight
weekly declines, with
prices climbing in near-
ly four out of five states,”
said Patrick De Haan,
head of petroleum anal-
ysis at GasBuddy. “The
turnaround comes as oil
prices have surged fol-
lowing the collapse of the
ceasefire between the U.S.
and Iran and the start of
new attacks, with oil jump-
ing another 4% in Sunday
evening trading, an omi-
nous sign that could bring
additional gas and diesel
price increases in the week
ahead. While the pace of
increases doesn’t yet ap-
pear likely to match what
motorists experienced in
March and April, fresh
Ukrainian attacks on ad-

ditional Russian refineries
will only add to the pres-
sure, keeping supplies of
refined products tight even
as the situation remains
fluid”

GasBuddy’, a PDI
Technologies company,
is North America’s trust-
ed fuel savings platform,
helping consumers fuel up
for less for over 25 years.
With over 100 million app
downloads, GasBuddy de-
livers real-time prices at
150,000+ stations and tan-
gible savings through Pay
with GasBuddy+". It is the
most authoritative source
of station-level fuel pricing
data, updating averages
288 times daily from the
broadest mix of inputs—
spotter reports, direct
station integrations, and
transactional data.

SOURCE GasBuddy

Buying ink by the barrel for over 150 years.

° ]

° Let us handle all your printing. Call 731.352.3323

TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING,IC.
COMMERCIAL PRINTING

Carter Brookes Allison

and during the summer, he
took on a part-time role
with BPU. Whether on the
farm, on the water, Carter’s
smile was always ready to
brighten the day of those
around him.

Those who knew Carter
will remember him for his
quick wit and contagious
smile. He had a unique gift
for making everyone feel
welcome and valued, and
his wisdom was far beyond
his years. Carter never met
a stranger, and his kindness
and friendship touched
countless lives. When he
wasn’t working, he found
solace on the water, fishing,
or in the duck blind with his
brother and friends. Above
all, he loved spending time
with his family and friends.

Carter also attended Ten-
nessee Valley Communi-

ty Church, where his faith
and love for others were
nurtured.

A service celebrating
Carter’s life will be held
on July 16, 2026, 5-7 p.m.
at the Henry County Fair-
grounds. His family, friends
and all who had the joy of
knowing him are invited
to gather and honor the
extraordinary young man
who brought so much joy
to the world.

As we mourn the pro-
found loss of Carter, we find
solace in knowing that Car-
ter is in peace in Heaven.
Carter’s legacy of kindness,
laughter and love will for-
ever remain in our hearts,
and his spirit will continue
to inspire us all.

Cremation and Funer-
al Services of Tennessee,
Waverly.

GREENFIELD
MONUMENT WORKS
Est. 1900

731.235.2293

GREENFIELDMONUMENTWORKS.COM

When you're ready, we're here.
No letters, no agents.

Traditional & Custom Headstones
Etchings * Benches * Pet Markers
Cremation Memorials * And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45
Greenfield, TN 38230

A100/TF

Honoring

Stones For Your Loved Ones

Largest Display of Memorials in W. Tennessee

a Lifetime “GUARANTEED
e t>  LOWEST PRICES”

Henry County Monument Works

1203 S. Dunlap St., Paris, Tenn. 38242
THE TRAVIS FAMILY e Serving this area since 1924

731-642-2885 * www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

7

BrRUMMITT-MCKENZIE

FUNERAL HOME

Our funeral plans have the protection by the
State of Tennessee through Tennessee
Pre-Paid Funeral Benefits Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222
Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811

A5091/TF

Frontier

FOUNDATION
& CRAWL SPACE @epair

MUSTY SMELLS?

Half of the air you breathe on the first
floor comes from your crawl space!
How healthy is your home?

4 & ANY
O PROJECT

Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with
any other offer or promotional financing. Must be presented
at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 07/31/26.

844-978-3001

SCAN ME!

FrontierFoundations.com

FOUNDATIONS - CRAWL SPACES - BASEMENTS - CONCRETE
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HUJe

Cactuus

and Potted House Plant

nisare!!!

Small, Large
Ornamental to Decorative

MY
cactuses
StiCk ¢

) With Yeu!

16 Johnson Street
Trezevant Follow signs to
US 79 southbouna, turn left
at light, US 79 northbound,

turn right at light 1/4 mile

“open 7 Days”

Open Waaay After Dark

Licensed Plant Dealer:
TN Dept. of Agriculture

A4192/28-3

Print Newspapers
Don't Require:

o Batteries

o Wi-Fi

¢ Cloud Storage

THE MK

*BANNER

Call 731.352.3323

THEATRE :

Jim Adams Drive
Paris, TN * 642-1696 °

MOANA (PG)

Tues. 4:25 (3D) * 7:25
Wed. 1:25 * 4:25 (3D) * 7:25
Thurs. 4:25 (3D) * 7:25

EVIL DEAD BURN (R)

Tues. 4:35 ¢ 7:35
Wed. 1:35  4:35 « 7:35
Thurs. 4:35 « 7:35

MINIONS AND MONSTERS (P¢)

Tues. 4:25 (3D) « 7:25
Wed. 1:25 « 4:25 (3D) * 7:25
Thurs. 4:25 (3D) * 7:25

YOUNG WASHINGTON (pe-13)

Tues. 4:35 * 7:35
Wed. 1:35 ¢ 4:35 « 7:35
Thurs. 4:35 « 7:35

TOY STORY 5 (PG)
Tues. 4:30 (3D) » 7:30
Wed. 1:30  4:30 (3D) * 7:30
Thurs. 4:30 (3D) * 7:30
SUPERGIRL (PG-13)
Tues. 4:30 (3D) » 7:30

Wed. 1:30 » 4:30 (3D) * 7:30
Thurs. 4:30 (3D) * 7:30

INFOLINE
731-642-7171

All Movies Now in
Digital DLP/HD

b A4365/28-1
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FREE BACK-TO-SCHOOL
CLOTHES, HAIRCUTS

Back to School Event is
July 25 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
for K- 8 grades at Webb
School, 938 Walnut Ave W.,
McKenzie, TN 38201. There
will be free clothes, shoes,
underclothes, free haircuts,
and hairstyles. For more
information, call 731-697-
5468. More information will
follow.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
AT McKENZIE

Students at McKenzie
Special School District have
their first day on Tuesday,
August 4, 2026.

McKENZIE ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION DECADES
REUNION

Plans are underway for
the third annual MHSAA
Decades Reunion week-
end on September 25-26.
All MHS alumni are invit-
ed to return to McKenzie
to reconnect with friends,
classmates, and former
teachers through many re-
unions and other planned

events. Updates on the up-
coming weekend will be
on the alumni association’s
Facebook site and in The
McKenzie Banner. For more
information, email mcken-
ziehsalumni.tn@gmail.com.

CARROLL COUNTY
AMERICA'S 250TH
CELEBRATION

Saturday, July 18, at the
Carroll County Court-
house, 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m;
Children’s Parade - 9 a.m.;
Homemade Apple Pie Con-
test, Patriotic Program at
9:30; plus hot dog eating
contest along with fun and
games.

HUNTINGDON BACK TO
SCHOOL BASH

August 2,5 - 7 p.m,, at the
Carroll County Sesquicen-
tennial Park across from the
Civic Center in Huntingdon.
For Huntingdon students
and their families, free food,
school supplies, games, and
rollin snow food truck.

ALA UNIT 47 FAMILY
DANCE NIGHT

The American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 47 hosts a
Family Dance Night every
Thursday night from 7-9
p-m. at the Carroll Coun-
ty Civic Center, 201 Fair-
grounds Rd, Huntingdon.
A different band is featured

each week. All are welcome
- singles and/or partners.
Admission is $8. Limited
snacks and refreshments
available for purchase. For
the band schedule, check
out our Facebook page:
American Legion Auxilia-
ry, Huntingdon, TN Unit 47.

McKENZIE
FARMER'S MARKET

The McKenzie Farmer'’s
Market, across from City
Hall on Cedar Street, is
open each Saturday until
the end of October from 8
a.m. until noon.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB
AT HOMETOWN HEALTH
CLINIC

Everyone is invited to
The Breakfast Club every
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m.
for coffee, snacks, mingling
and a light activity. Take
the chance to connect and
socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light
exercise and fun! Bring a
friend and come make new
ones at Hometown Health
Clinic - Pediatrics/Specialty
Entrance. We can’t wait to
see you there!

McKENZIE TOPS
MEETS WEEKLY
Win over weight with

support and encourage-
ment by meeting with the

CALENDAR - GENERAL

McKenzie Chapter of TOPS
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly)
each Monday at 3 p.m. in
the McKenzie Church of
Christ gymnasium. The first
meeting is free. For more
information, call 731-352-
7309. If no answer, leave a
message.

CARROLL COMMISSION
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m.,,
in the Conference Room
of the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex, High Street,
Huntingdon. No meetings
in February and July.

CARROLL COUNTY
DEMOCRATIC PARTY
MEETS MONTHLY

The Carroll County Dem-
ocratic Party meets the
second Saturday of every
month at 10 a.m. at the Car-
roll County Complex at 625
High Street, Huntingdon.

CARROLL HUMANE
SOCIETY EVENTS, NEWS

Cat Vouchers

Cat spay/neuter vouchers
are always available for $60.
To purchase by phone for
use at Paris Vet Clinic, call
731-514-0878 and leave a
message. These are avail-
able to anyone regardless of
residency. We now offer cat

vouchers to Carroll Coun-
ty residents for $60 at the
Huntingdon Animal Clinic.
These must be purchased
in person at the shelter with
cash or card, and proof of
residency is required. How-
ever, Carroll Co. residents
can still use Paris Vet Clinic
if preferred.

MHS CLASS OF 1976
REUNION

McKenzie High School
Class of 1976 is holding a
50-year class reunion on
September 26, 1 p.m. at
Chandler Farms in McK-
enzie. The event is in con-
junction with the MHS
Alumni Association annual
reunion. For more infor-
mation, e-mail Amy Rich
Carter at amyrcarter58@
gmail.com or Marsha Spain
Smith at smithmarsha99@
yahoo.com. Deadline for
registration is August 31.

ADULT EDUCATION
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location —
Adult Education Building,
14155 Paris Street. Office
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30
p-m. Classes are offered
for one-on-one instruction
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON.
For more information,
phone 731-364-5481.

Father Scott Bahrke

Parishioners Welcome
Father Scott Bahrke

HUNTINGDON — The
parishioners at Holy
Family Catholic Church
in Huntingdon and St.
Mary Catholic Church
in Camden welcome
Father Scott Bahrke to

serve at their respective
churches.

Mass services in
Huntingdon are 8:30 a.m.
Sundays and in Camden
at 5 p.m. Saturday and
10:45 a.m. on Sundays.

the

West Carroll 3-2-1Update

July 2026 \

Three Highlights « Two Quotes « One Challenge '

Summer is moving quickly, and June brought some good news
worth passing along.

3-Highlights from Across the District

e Erin Lewis Selected for WestTeach Class of 2026: WCHS
teacher, Ms. Erin Lewis, has been selected for the WestTeach
Class of 2026 through UT Martin's WestStar Leadership
Program. Ms. Lewis is one of 16 teachers chosen this year. The
cohort meets throughout the fall and graduates in December.
Congratulations, Ms. Lewis.

* Beta District of Distinction: WCSSD has been named a 2026
National Beta District of Distinction. Nationally, only 96 districts
earned this distinction, out of thousands across the country.

* $750,000 Renovation Underway at WCES: Safety updates,

forward.

to learn more.

kWcssd.com/ 321

including updated windows, doors, and an entry vestibule are
being installed at West Carroll Elementary as part of a
$750,000 district-funded project, expected to finish in the first
semester of 2026-27. We will share updates as work moves

2 Quotes from Our Leaders
“When one of our teachers is selected for WestTeach, the whole

district benefits. Ms. Lewis is an outstanding educator, and | could
not be more proud to have her representing West Carroll on that
stage.” - Dr. Adam Douglas, Principal, WCHS

“Our schools are the heart of this community. The improvements
at West Carroll Elementary are about making sure every child
arrives at a school that is safe and ready for the future.” —
William Robinson, WCSSD BoE Chairman

1Challenge for Our Community
If you or someone you know is still weighing school options for this
year, now is a good time to take a closer look. Small classes.
Personal attention. A wide range of programs. Call 731-662-4200

At WCSSD, every child deserves to be known, supported, and

prepared for life after graduation. Thank you for your continued
partnership. Our next board meeting is August 4th.
| hope to see you there.

A3150/28-1

Download Our
West Carroll App

\

Carroll County to Host America
250 Celebration on July 18

CARROLL COUNTY —
Residents are invited to
mark their calendars for a
special America 250 cele-
bration, is Saturday, July 18,
2026, at the Carroll County
Courthouse.

The event begins at 9 a.m.
with a short patriotic pro-
gram, followed immediately
by a children’s parade. The
festivities continue through-
out the morning with a vari-
ety of family-friendly games

and activities, wrapping up
at 11:30 a.m.

Organizers have an-
nounced two key contests
highlighting American
traditions:

e Homemade Apple
Pie Contest: Participants
should drop off their entries
by 8:45 a.m. in front of the
Mudslingers. Entries must
feature 100 percent apple
filling; tarts, cheesecakes,
and fried pies will not be

accepted. Judging will eval-
uate the pie’s overall ap-
pearance, crust, and filling.
¢ Hot Dog Eating Con-
test: Kicking off shortly af-
ter the opening program,
this contest challenges
participants to be the fast-
est to finish 10 hot dogs.
Pre-registration is required;
those interested can register
by contacting the Carroll
County Chamber of Com-
merce at 731-986-4664.

Tennessee Sales Tax
Holiday is July 31-August 2

NASHVILLE — Tennes-
see’s traditional sales tax
holiday on clothing, school
supplies and computers
begins at 12:01 a.m. on Fri-
day, July 31, 2026, and ends
at 11:59 p.m. on Sunday,
August 2, 2026.

During this time cloth-
ing, school supplies and
computers may be pur-
chased tax-free, with certain
restrictions.

Items must be purchased
for personal use, not for
business or trade.

Items sold online are also
eligible.

CLOTHING

Exempt: General apparel
that costs $100 or less per

item, such as shirts, pants,
socks, shoes, dresses, etc.

Not exempt: Apparel
items priced at more than
$100 (items sold togeth-
er, such as shoes, cannot
be split up to stay beneath
the $100 maximum); items
such as jewelry, handbags,
or sports and recreational
equipment.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Exempt: School and art
supplies with a purchase
price of $100 or less per
item, such as binders, back-
packs, crayons, paper, pens,
pencils, rulers and art sup-
plies such as glazes, clay,
paints, drawing pads and
artist paintbrushes.

Not exempt: School and
art supplies individually
priced at more than $100
(items that are normally
sold together cannot be
split up to stay beneath the
$100 maximum).

COMPUTERS

Exempt: Computers for
personal use with a pur-
chase price of $1,500 or
less. Laptop computers,
if priced at $1,500 or less,
also qualify, as well as tablet
computers.

Not exempt: Storage me-
dia, like flash drives and
compact discs; individually
purchased software; printer
supplies; and household
appliances.

For more information,
visit tn.gov/revenue/tax-
es/sales-and-use-tax/
sales-tax-holiday.

Clarksburg School Welcomes Renee
Maynard as New Elementary Principal

CLARKSBURG (July 7)
— Renee Maynard is the
new Clarksburg Elementary
principal, the South Carroll
Special School District an-
nounced Tuesday.

Maynard brings 32 years
of experience in education
and a proven record of
leading a successful PK-8
school, according to the
school district.

“It is both an honor and a
privilege to join the Clarks-
burg School family as the
new Elementary Principal,
Maynard said. “I firmly
believe that a quality ed-
ucation opens doors and
provides the foundation for
lifelong success. When stu-
dents know they are loved,
supported and believed
in, they are empowered to
achieve great things.

Maynard expressed her
excitement to partner with
parents and the Clarksburg
community while cele-
brating student success-

Renee Maynard. Courtesy
Clarksburg School

es, overcoming challenges
and building a school cul-
ture where everyone feels
welcomed, respected and
valued.

Clarksburg School enters

a new chapter this school
year with the creation of two
distinct academic commu-
nities: a PK-8 division and
a high school division. This
new structure is designed to
provide a unified, focused
learning environment that
supports the unique needs
of students at every stage of
their educational journey.
“I am excited to welcome
Mrs. Maynard to our lead-
ership team,” said South
Carroll Special School Dis-
trict Director of Schools
Dr. Lisa Norris. “Her expe-
rience, dedication to in-
structional excellence, and
commitment to students,
teachers, and families make
her an outstanding addition
to Clarksburg School. We
look forward to the positive
impact she will have as we
continue building on the
strong traditions of ‘The
‘Burg’ while preparing ev-
ery student for a bright and
successful future.”

TH AN K YOU We appreciate your support.
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MARTIN (June 30) — Su-
zanne’s Pharmacy in Mar-
tin has joined the Phipps
Pharmacy family, the West
Tennessee-based chain an-
nounced on June 30. Despite
a change in name, Suzanne’s
will continue its strong tra-
dition of hometown service
while expanding access to
the clinical care, convenience
and patient-focused pro-
grams Phipps Pharmacy is
known for across Tennessee.

McKenzie's Dr. Jay Phipps,
president and CEO of Phipps
Pharmacy, said the acquisi-
tion represents an exciting
opportunity to serve the Mar-
tin community while hon-
oring the legacy Suzanne’s
Pharmacy has built with its
patients.

“Phipps Pharmacy is excit-
ed to welcome the patients
and the entire team of Su-
zanne’s Pharmacy into the
Phipps Pharmacy family,’
said Dr. Phipps. “We have
tremendous respect for the
relationships this pharma-

cy has built in Martin, and
our goal is to continue that
trusted hometown care while
bringing additional services,
support and innovation to
the community.”

Phipps Pharmacy has
served West Tennessee for
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Phipps Pharmacy Acqulres Suzanne’s Pharmacy in Martin

¢ [

more than 25 years and is
known for combining tradi-
tional community pharmacy
values with expanded health-
care services. In addition to
prescription services, Phipps
Pharmacy offers programs
such as medication synchro-

nization, compliance pack-
aging through PhippsPack,
immunizations, clinical test-
ing, medication consulta-
tions, wellness services and
personalized patient care.

Patients of Suzanne’s Phar-

macy can expect a smooth

transition with continued
commitment to personal
service, trusted pharmacy
care and convenient access
to medications, Phipps Phar-
macy assured.

“We believe independent
pharmacy is about more

than filling prescriptions,”
said Dr. Phipps. “It is about
relationships, trust, acces-
sibility and being there for
people when they need care.
That is exactly what we plan
to continue in Martin.”

Phipps Pharmacy serves
patients throughout Mid-
dle and West Tennessee
and remains committed to
strengthening access to local-
ly owned, community-based
healthcare.

Phipps Pharmacy is an
independently-owned com-
munity pharmacy group with
locations in Huntingdon,
Jackson, Martin, McKenzie
and Waverly, Tenn. Founded
on a commitment to person-
al service, clinical care and
community involvement,
Phipps Pharmacy provides
prescription services, med-
ication packaging, delivery
options, immunizations, clin-
ical testing, wellness services
and patient-centered phar-
macy care.

Twenty-four children from Carroll County completed Creativity Camp this year.
Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Creativity Camp Concludes with Showcase

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (July 10) —
Carroll Arts concluded Cre-
ativity Camp on Friday at
First Cumberland Presby-
terian Church with a final
showcase for students to
present their week’s cre-
ations to their loved ones.
Twenty-four students re-
ceived “Creativity Diplo-
mas” for their completion
of the camp.

Each day throughout the
week of July 6-10, students
separated into their respec-
tive age groups and rotat-
ed between four different
classrooms to learn about
art, music, drama and cre-
ative writing.

This year’s camp in-
structors were McKenzie
Elementary music teacher
Joanna Turner, Clarksburg
art teacher Leann Edwards,
and retired teachers Mar-
lene Kreuter, Denise Sam
and Glynda Rich.

Leann Edwards taught
art by challenging students
to design their own “win-

dow panes.” Students creat-
ed four-panel windows out
of construction paper and
drew their favorite things
in each of the panels.

Glynda Rich and Denise
Sam taught each age group
different elements of theat-
rical acting.

Pre-K through sec-
ond-grade students
learned to act using body
language. In the final per-
formance, these students
mirrored each other’s body
language, in a practice Sam
said was inspired by an
episode of “I Love Lucy”

Third- and fourth-grade
students wrote and per-
formed their own play,
“The Princess and the
Crown.” The final group
(middle school students)
performed a scene from
“The Wizard of Oz”

Marlene Kreuter taught
creative writing to each
group. She gave students
different writing prompts
throughout the week. The
youngest group was a chal-
lenge, she said, since they
were only learning to read

and write. She taught them
how to tell stories through
drawings.

“You learn a lot about
these kids,” Kreuter said,
while prompting the stu-
dents to read their stories
to the audience.

Joanna Turner, music
teacher at McKenzie El-
ementary School, led the
students in a musical pre-
sentation of rain-themed
songs. Using instruments
borrowed from McKenzie
Elementary School, the
students played ukuleles,
rainsticks, rhythm sticks,
drums and more. Turner
combined all of the age
groups for the final pre-
sentation because she said,
“Music is much more fun
when played together”

Following the conclusion
of the presentations, each
child received a “Creativity
Diploma.”

Carroll Arts has hosted
Creativity Camp for over
two decades, instilling a
love for art and creativity in
the hearts of local children.

Unemployment Rate Holds Steady in May

NASHVILLE — New
data from the Tennessee
Department of Labor and
Workforce Development
(TDLWD) shows strong job
market performance across
the state in May, with 94
of Tennessee’s 95 counties
reporting unemployment
rates below 5%.

In 69 counties, unem-
ployment rates decreased
from April to May. Rates
remained the same in 18
counties and increased in
eight counties.

Williamson County re-
ported the state’s lowest
unemployment rate for May
at 2.4%, down three-tenths
of a percentage point from
the previous month.

Three counties —
Cheatham, Dickson, and

Knox — followed with rates
of 2.5%.

Sevier, Wilson, Ruther-
ford, Sumner, Macon, and
Blount counties rounded
out the list of the lowest
unemployment rates for
the month. All had rates
of 2.6%.

Perry County was the
only county whose unem-
ployment rate was above
5% in May. At 5.3%, the rate
was the same as last month.

In the tri-counties of Car-
roll, Henry and Weakley,
Carroll reported an unem-
ployment rate of 3.8 percent
in May, compared to 3.9
percent one month and one
year earlier. From a labor
force of 12,243, there were
11,782 employed and 461
unemployed.

Henry County recorded
an unemployment rate of
3.8 percent, compared to
4.0 one month earlier, and
3.9 percent one year earlier.
From a labor force 0f 12,877,
there were 12,389 employed
and 488 unemployed.

Weakley County record-
ed an unemployment rate
of 3.8 percent, compared to
3.8 one month earlier and
3.9 one year earlier. From a
labor force of 13,841, there
were 13,312 employed and
529 unemployed.

For the fourth month in
a row, Tennessee’s state-
wide unemployment rate
was 3.6% in May. Unlike
the statewide rate, county
rates are not adjusted to ac-
count for seasonal impacts
on employment.

MHS Hosts Volleyball Camp

The McKenzie High
School Volleyball Team
is hosting a summer vol-
leyball camp for female
students in third to eighth
grade during the 2026-27
school year. The three-year
camp is July 20 to July 22,

9 a.m. to noon. The cost is
$50, which includes a camp
t-shirt.

The camp is hosted by
the MHS Volleyball coach-
ing staff and the members
of the ‘26-27 MHS team.

Fundamentals will be

taught including passing,
setting, hitting, serving,
footwork, agility, commu-
nication and teamwork.
For more information,
contact Coach Jordan Jow-
ers at 731-352-2133 or jow-
ersj@mckenzieschools.org.

Bethel Expands Access to
Nursing with Two New Paths

COURTESY BETHEL
UNIVERSITY

MCcKENZIE — Bethel
University is opening two
new doors into its Bache-
lor of Science in Nursing
(BSN) program: Direct En-
try admission for first-year
and transfer students, and
a dedicated LPN to BSN
pathway for working nurses.

The expansion comes as
Tennessee faces a serious
nursing shortage, with the
Tennessee Hospital Associ-
ation projecting a statewide
shortfall of more than 8,500
registered nurses by 2035.

Together, the two pro-
grams remove barriers to
a nursing degree at both
ends of the pipeline, letting
incoming students start
nursing coursework on day
one and letting licensed
practical nurses build on
the experience they already
have, without pausing their
careers to do it.

“Tennessee needs nurs-
es, and Bethel is answering
that call from both direc-
tions,” said Bethel Univer-
sity President Dr. Perry
Moulds. “We are welcom-
ing students into the pro-
fession earlier and helping
the nurses already serving
our communities go fur-
ther. That is what it means
to equip individuals for a
life of service.”

Direct Entry: A Clear
Path from Day One

Traditional nursing ad-
missions require students
to gain general universi-
ty acceptance, complete
prerequisite coursework
and then apply for a seat in
the nursing program itself,
often with no guarantee of
admission. That uncertain-
ty pushes some qualified
students out of nursing
entirely.

Bethel’s Direct Entry
pathway removes that sec-
ond gate. Students who
meet the published entry
criteria are admitted straight
into the nursing program
their first semester, with no

separate application, no
prerequisite coursework
and no competitive seat
allocation. The new path-
way places Bethel among a
small number of Tennessee
universities offering direct
entry to nursing.
Students admitted
through Direct Entry are
also eligible for Bethel’s ac-
ademic merit scholarships.
“Direct Entry means we
are telling students some-
thing powerful the moment
they choose Bethel: we be-
lieve in you,” said Interim
Provost Joe Hames. “You do
not have to prove yourself
twice. We are ready to walk
this journey with you from
the very first day of class.

LPN to BSN: A Path Built
Around Working Nurses

For LPNs already in the
field, Bethel offers a dif-
ferent kind of direct route
to the BSN, and what sets
it apart is where students
can start. While many LPN
to BSN pathways require
an associate degree or
transferred college credits
before enrollment, Bethel
students can begin with
only their LPN license and
no prior college course-
work, completing general
education, prerequisites
and the nursing major in
one continuous path to a
four-year degree.

The program is hybrid:
coursework is mostly on-
line, with on-campus inten-
sives for hands-on learning,
and clinical hours com-
pleted in the student’s own
community, so LPNs don’t
need to relocate. Tuition is
$400 per credit hour, and
the program admits one
cohort per year, starting
each fall. Full admission
requirements are available
on the LPN to BSN website.

“This pathway allows stu-
dents to continue progress-
ing professionally while de-
veloping the knowledge,
leadership and clinical
judgment necessary to pro-
vide excellent patient care.

LPNs bring something to
the classroom you cannot
teach,” said Ashley John-
son, interim director of the
nursing program. Johnson
added, “Real experience
caring for real patients.”

Proven Outcomes,
One Standard

Both pathways lead to the
same degree from the same
program. Bethel's BSN is ac-
credited by the Commission
on Collegiate Nursing Edu-
cation (CCNE) and main-
tains a 7:1 student-to-faculty
ratio, an 89 percent first-
time NCLEX-RN pass rate
in 2025 with a five-year av-
erage of 92 percent, and a
100 percent employment
rate among graduates seek-
ing employment. Students
train in a dedicated nursing
building with a simulation
lab open 24/7, and clinical
placements include part-
ners such as Le Bonheur
Children’s Hospital and St.
Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.

“In our nursing program,
you are not a number; you
are known,” said Delecia
Parker, interim dean of the
College of Health Sciences.
“Our faculty walk along-
side students through every
challenge, every clinical ro-
tation, every breakthrough.
That kind of relationship
changes how students
learn and who they be-
come as nurses.’

Whether students ar-
rive as incoming freshmen
through Direct Entry or as
working LPNs, both routes
open the same opportuni-
ties beyond the BSN, in-
cluding advanced practice
roles like nurse practitioner,
clinical nurse specialist and
nurse educator. Nursing
remains one of the most
in-demand careers in the
country, and Bethel is po-
sitioning itself to meet that
need from both directions:
fewer gates, clearer paths
and a nursing education
that meets students exactly
where they are.
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Carroll County General Sessions Court Report

HUNTINGDON (July 8)
— The following cases were
heard in Carroll County Gen-
eral Sessions Court on July 8.

The following cases were
bound over to a grand jury:

Jerry W. Autry, Highway
22, Huntingdon, bound over,
Schedule VI Drugs: Mfg., De-
liver, Sell, Possess; bound
over, Possess Firearm Intent
to Go Armed - Dangerous
Felony; bound over, Posses-
sion of Unlawful Drug Para-
phernalia Uses & Activities;
bound over, Meth - Mfg.,
Deliver, Sell, Possess with
Intent.

Penny Parker Burke, May
Street, McKenzie, bound
over, Simple Possession/Ca-
sual Exchange (Marj. <1/2
oz or 14.175 grams); bound
over, Meth - Possession or
Casual Exchange; bound
over, Possession of Unlawful

Drug Paraphernalia Uses &
Activities.

The following cases result-
ed in a guilty plea or finding:

Jesi Ariana Brown, Jami-
son Drive, Huntingdon,
guilty - lesser charge, Driv-
ers License to be Carried
and Exhibited, no fine, 30
days, payment arrangements
through clerk’s office; dis-
missed, Speeding.

Jay Joseph Carter, Brandon
Way Lane, Lakeland, Tenn.,
guilty, Meth - Possession or
Casual Exchange, $750 fine,
30 days, has hold for Shelby
County on felony charges;
dismissed, Tampering with
Evidence; dismissed, Crim-
inal Impersonation; dis-
missed, Resist Stop, Arrest,
Search (No Weapon); dis-
missed, Evading Arrest.

Phillip Preston Connell,
Ellis Road, Buena Vista,

guilty - lesser charge, Driv-
ers License to be Carried
and Exhibited, no fine, 30
days, unsupervised proba-
tion, payment arrangements
through clerk’s office.

Montevaius D. Finch, Rig-
gins Street, Paris, guilty, Pro-
bation Violation - Booked, no
fine, six months, supervised
probation for six months,
probation extended for six
months or until paid in full.

The following cases was
dismissed:

Diego Jorge Silveste, Mill-
wood Drive, Nashville, dis-
missed, Driving Without
License.

The following cases were
rescheduled:

Bobby James Blaylock Jr.,
William Dunlap Jr., Maurice
Lawrence.

Carroll County Sheriff

Criminal Trespassing,
Theft of Property, Vandal-
ism, Driving on Revoked
License — On July 2, Deputy
Heather Townes responded
to Ball Creek Road in Buena
Vista after a farmer report-
ed seeing an unauthorized
person on private property.
The driver was identified
as James Williams, 46, of
Clarksburg.

Deputies contacted the
property owner, who advised
no one had permission to be
on the property except the
farmer.

Upon arrival, deputies
found Williams parked be-
tween an aluminum camper
trailer and a mobile home
that appeared to have been
vacant for an extended pe-
riod. Williams claimed he
had permission to clean up
the property because he and
his late father had once lived
there. The property own-
er denied giving Williams
permission and advised
they had previously had an
altercation after Williams
threatened him several years
earlier.

Deputies discovered the
aluminum camper had been
extensively dismantled. Cab-
inets, furniture, insulation
and other interior materials
had been removed and piled
nearby, while much of the
aluminum had already been
cut away.

Freshly cut aluminum was
found in the bed of Williams’
pickup truck, and deputies
located metal-cutting tools
inside the cab. Investigators
also learned farmers had pre-
viously seen a truck match-
ing Williams’ parked at the
same location around June
17, leading them to believe
someone had been return-
ing to the property multiple
times to remove material.

Williams was charged with
criminal trespassing, theft
of property under $1,000,
vandalism and driving on a

revoked license.

This incident occurred in
Carroll County.

Domestic Assault, Ag-
gravated Assault — On July
2, Deputy Lucas Coleman
responded to a domestic
disturbance at a residence
on Hebron Church Road in
Bruceton. Deputies made
contact with the victim, who
reported being assaulted
by Joseph Berryhill, 43, of
Bruceton.

The victim stated Berryhill
became angry after breaking
up a dispute between two
younger children. Accord-
ing to the victim, Berryhill
placed his finger on the vic-
tim’s nose, and after the vic-
tim pushed his hand away
and asked not to be touched,
Berryhill attempted to punch
the victim. The victim re-
treated to a bathroom with a
younger sibling, but Berryhill
followed, pushed the victim
into a bathtub, then waited
outside the bathroom. When
the victim exited, Berryhill al-
legedly grabbed the victim by
the throat and began choking
the victim.

Deputies observed injuries
consistent with the victim’s
account, including visible red
marks around the neck and
additional marks extending
from the wrist to the shoul-
der. Berryhill denied placing
his hands on the victim but
admitted he may have be-
come too heated during the
incident.

Berryhill was arrested and
charged with domestic as-
sault and aggravated assault.

This incident occurred in
Carroll County.

Vicious Dog Citation —
OnJuly 3, Deputy James Boaz
responded to a dog attack
complaint in Atwood after a
complainant reported being
injured while attempting to
protect a puppy during an at-
tack. Deputies later identified
the dog's owner as Stephanie
Fowler, 36, of Atwood.

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TENNESSEE

will be forever barred:

This 9TH day of JULY, 2026.

W. KENT JONES, Attorney

PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE126
ESTATE OF: DONNA FAYE WALKER, LATE OF CARROLL COUNTY,

Notice is hereby given that on the 9TH day of JULY, 2026
Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the Es-
tate of DONNA FAYE WALKER deceased, who died OCTOBER
6TH, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery
Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the Estate are required by law to file the same
with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the ear-
lier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of
the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or
posting) as described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.
FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:

KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER

99 Gourt Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN 38344

DANIEL W. WALKER, Executor/Administrator

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master

A561/R27833/28-2

s Reports

The complainant reported
walking a 7-month-old blue
heeler puppy home from
the post office when a brown
boxer/pit bull mix ran from a
nearby residence and aggres-
sively approached. As the
two dogs fought, the com-
plainant attempted to sep-
arate them, fell into a ditch
and suffered injuries to the
shoulder, neck and upper
body.

The complainant was
eventually able to kick the
attacking dog away, and it
returned to a nearby shed.

Deputy Boaz advised he
recognized the residence
from a previous complaint
involving the same dog and
had previously warned Fowl-
er to keep the dog confined.
Fowler acknowledged own-
ing the dog.

Fowler was cited for a vi-
cious dog violation and or-
dered to report to the Carroll
County Jail within 10 days for
booking.

This incident occurred in
Carroll County.

Reckless Endangerment
Involving a Weapon —
On July 4, Deputy Heather
Townes responded to a res-
idence on Maytown Road in
Buena Vista after a home-
owner reported discovering
what appeared to be a bullet
hole in the rear of the home.

Deputies observed a quar-
ter-sized hole that had pene-
trated the vinyl siding and ex-
terior wall sheathing. Based
on the angle and damage,
investigators believed the
hole was caused by a falling
bullet fired into the air. The
projectile could not be recov-
ered because it had become
lodged inside the wall and
did not completely penetrate
the residence.

The homeowner advised
the damage was first noticed
on June 30 but was initially
believed to have been caused
by a rock thrown from a lawn
mower. After further inspec-
tion revealed the extent of
the damage, the incident
was reported to the Sheriff’s
Office.

This incident occurred in
Carroll County.

Driving Without a Li-
cense — On July 5, Deputy
Alex Sherwood conducted a
traffic stop after observing a
vehicle disregard a stop sign
at the intersection of Lexing-
ton Street and Highway 22
South in Huntingdon. The
driver was identified as Di-
ego Silvestre, 25, of Nashville.

Deputies determined
Silvestre did not possess a
valid driver’s license and
was unable to provide proof
of financial responsibility.
Following the investigation,
Silvestre was transported to
the Carroll County Jail. An
immigration detainer was
also placed on him by U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE).

Silvestre was charged with
driving without a license.

This incident occurred in
Carroll County.

Marriage
Licenses

Kali Nicole Singleton, 31,
of Yuma, to Brandon Lee
Baker, 29, of Yuma.

Cassandra Jean Rodgers
Patterson, 34, of Atwood,
to Joshua Lee Baker, 46, of
Atwood.

MATTER OF RECORD - GENERAL

Lawmakers Renew ‘Pot for Potholes’ Push

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

NASHVILLE — When
new state laws went into
effect on July 1, a num-
ber of hemp-derived
products became illegal,
prompting two lawmak-
ers to renew efforts to
pass the Pot for Potholes
Act, which would legal-
ize and regulate cannabis
products in Tennessee
and use the tax revenue
for much-needed infra-
structure projects.

State Senator Heidi
Campbell and State Rep-
resentative Aftyn Behn,
both Democrats repre-
senting Nashville, intro-
duced the legislation in
February for the second
consecutive year. Last
year’s effort stalled in
the Senate and outright
failed at the subcommit-
tee level in the House,
while this year’s bill died
at the committee level in
the Senate.

The two lawmakers re-
cently announced they
intend to make a third
attempt in the 2027 Gen-
eral Assembly, prompted
by the July 1 state prohi-
bition as well as the fed-
eral government'’s recent
loosening, albeit slight,
of cannabis regulations.

The Pot for Potholes
Act would allow adults
21 and older in Tennessee
to use marijuana legal-
ly. The act would set up
a regulated system for
growing, testing and sell-
ing marijuana. Business-
es would need licenses,
and all products would be
regulated. A 15 percent
tax would be imposed on
marijuana sales.

According to statistics
provided at pot4potholes.
com, a site operated by
Campbell and Behn, the
State of Tennessee has
a $58 billion backlog
of highway and bridge
projects.

They also argue on the
website, “Let’s not kid
ourselves, Tennesseans
are already purchas-
ing cannabis products.
They're just making those

purchases across state
lines, where our state
sees no benefit. It's time
to modernize Tennessee’s
marijuana laws.

“Let’s rebuild our crum-
bling roads and bridg-
es and invest in transit
solutions by taxing legal
cannabis. We can cre-
ate new funding for our
transportation infrastruc-
ture without raising taxes
and inject billions into
our agriculture economy,
boosting small businesses
and jobs.

“Our tested and regu-
lated cannabis— that’s
grown and sold by Ten-
nesseans —will quickly
replace the black mar-
ket marijuana that fuels
crime and violent cartels.
We also save taxpayer
dollars by reducing the
number of people who
are put in jail for nonvi-
olent, marijuana-related
charges.”

Under the bill, adults
21 or older would be al-
lowed to possess up to
60 grams of marijuana
(with up to 15 grams of
concentrates) and to give
another adult the same
amount without payment.
Adults would be allowed
to grow up to 12 plants
at home in a private, se-
cured, non-visible area
and possess and store
the marijuana they grow.
(Extra amounts must be
locked.)

The bill also allows par-
ents or guardians to ad-
minister non-smokeable
cannabis to minors for
medical reasons with a
doctor consultation and
a state form.

The bill establishes
licensing for growers,
processors, dispensaries,
testing labs and trans-
porters. Licenses would
be overseen by the Ten-
nessee Department of
Agriculture.

These businesses could
legally cultivate, produce,
process and test marijua-
na; sell marijuana prod-
ucts to adults; and trans-
port marijuana between
licensed facilities.

The bill requires testing
for safety and potency;
mandatory batch tracking
and labeling; child-resis-
tant packaging; restric-
tions on advertising; and
clear rules for edibles,
concentrates and infused
products.

The bill prohibits pen-
alties for legal cannabis
behavior, including arrest
or prosecution. Cannabis
use alone cannot be used
to restrict child custody
or conservatorship. Can-
nabis use cannot disqual-
ify someone from pub-
lic assistance programs
like SNAP, WIC, TANF or
TennCare.

Cannabis use or pos-
session cannot revoke
firearm rights under state
law.

Employers may still
restrict workplace use,
but off-duty cannabis use
cannot by itself be con-
sidered “misconduct” for
denying unemployment
benefits.

Property owners may
ban cannabis on their
property. However, land-
lords cannot prevent
tenants from possessing
or using non-smokeable
marijuana inside their
residence.

The bill also establish-
es clear restrictions. It
would still be illegal to
smoke in motor vehi-
cles, aircraft, watercraft
or public places (except
areas cities designate for
ages 21-plus only).

It would still be illegal
to possess or use marijua-
na in schools, childcare
facilities, school buses
and correctional facilities.
Selling or giving marijua-
na to minors will be ille-
gal, as will using danger-
ous extraction methods
in public or near homes.

The act emphasizes
protecting Tennessee
farmers and small busi-
nesses; preventing in-
dustry monopolies; en-
suring locally controlled
cannabis commerce; and
funding product safety
measures and protections
for minors.

Congress to Vote on Daylight Saving Time

WASHINGTON (July
13) — The U.S. House of
Representatives is sched-
uled to vote this week on
a high-profile, bipartisan
bill that would perma-
nently eliminate the bi-
annual ritual of changing
American clocks, poten-
tially locking the nation
into Daylight Saving Time
year-round.

The legislation, offi-
cially known as the Sun-
shine Protection Act (H.R.
139), advanced to the full
House floor following a
lopsided 48-1 vote of ap-
proval from the House
Energy and Commerce
Committee. Floor debate
and a final vote in the full
House chamber are slat-
ed to take place during
the upcoming legislative
session.

The bill, championed
by Representative Vern
Buchanan (R-FL), has
found renewed energy
in recent weeks follow-
ing public endorsements
from President Donald
Trump, who urged law-
makers to pass the bill
to allow Americans to
“stop worrying about the
clock”

If enacted into law, the
bill would end the prac-
tice of “springing forward”
in March and “falling

back” in November. In-
stead, the country would
permanently remain on
the later-daylight sched-
ule typically reserved for
summer months. States
and territories that cur-
rently observe year-round
Standard Time—includ-
ing Hawaii, most of Ar-
izona, Puerto Rico, and
Guam—would be allowed
to retain their current ex-
emptions under the law.

“My Sunshine Protec-
tion Act will bring us one
step closer to ending the
outdated and unpopu-
lar practice of changing
our clocks twice a year,”
Rep. Buchanan said in a
statement following the
committee markup. “The
evidence is clear that per-
manent daylight saving
time can improve public
health, reduce traffic ac-
cidents, lower crime, and
encourage more outdoor
activity.”

Despite its overwhelm-
ing committee support,
the proposal faces heavy
resistance from a coali-
tion of sleep scientists
and agricultural groups.
Opponents point out that
permanent Daylight Sav-
ing Time would push win-
ter sunrises significantly
later into the morning.
In some northern and

western regions of the
country’s time zones, the
sun would not rise until
nearly 9:00 a.m. during
the winter solstice, forc-
ing school children and
early commuters into
pitch-black darkness.

“Permanent daylight
saving time is a mistake
for human biology,” noted
a statement from the Na-
tional Sleep Foundation,
which advocates instead
for permanent Standard
Time to align better with
natural human circadian
rhythms.

Even if the bill success-
fully clears the House
next week, its legislative
journey is far from over.
The Senate companion
bill (S. 29), introduced
by Senator Rick Scott
(R-FL), has not yet been
scheduled for a defini-
tive floor vote. While the
Senate previously passed
a version of the bill by
unanimous consent in
2022, several senators lat-
er expressed regret over
the vote, and leadership
has indicated that the
upper chamber will wait
to gauge the margin of
the House’s vote before
committing to a firm leg-
islative calendar for the
bill later this summer.

Property Transfers

Barbara E. Bearss Revo-
cable Living Trust to James
and wife Lynette Van Sickle
and Beth A. Tidwell Sickle.
No district listed.

Daniel and wife Rhonda
F. Hodge to Chelsea Kaye
and Stacie Kaye Rudder in
District 14.

GM]J Properties, Inc. to
Eli G. Surber and others in
District 22.

Jamie Nicole Bennett to
Kyle Adam and wife Steph-
anie Harris in District 4.

Beaver Creek Manage-

ment Group, LLC and oth-
ers to Gary Allen Roney in
District 12.

Donald Terry and wife
Jean Ellen McMackin to
James Ace Fisher in Dis-
trict 11.

Centennial Bank to
Town of Trezevant in Dis-
trict 2.

Town of Trezevant to
Town of Trezevant in Dis-
trict 2.

Covia Solutions LLC to
IperionX Critical Minerals
LLC in Districts 18 and 3.

M Land Holdings, LLC
to Lee Smith in District 11.

Jimmy and wife Nancy
Simpson to Misty Dawn
Nesbitt, trustee. No district
listed.

Julia Hester Winters to
Jeremy Mark Ruffell, trust-
ee. No district listed.

Jennifer Ownby, as ad-
ministratrix, to Jennifer
Ownby in District 4.

Hannelore Conway to
Harold E and wife Cathy A.
Ice. No district listed.

Jerry R. Dodd to Sherry
Annette Rudd in District 6.



MATTER OF RECORD

McKenzie Police Reports

Vandalism — A North
Stonewall resident report-
ed vandalism to her kitch-
en sink and cabinets on
June 29.

Officer Daniel Pollard
filed a report stating that
the resident reported some-
one entered her home,
smashed the kitchen sink
and cabinets and poured
some kind of white powder
down the sink. The victim
stated her kitchen pipes are
now crooked and loose. The
house alarm sounded after
a two-minute delay and the
person escaped.

Shoplifting — E.W. James
and Sons Supermarket re-
ported a shoplifting incident
on July 8.

Sergeant Kyle Beau-
champ and Patrolman Tim-
othy Dillon responded to
the supermarket, where two
store associates reported
the theft of merchandise.

According to the report,
a man and woman entered
the store, walked through
the store with a shopping
cart, and exited without
paying for the merchan-
dise. Surveillance cameras
captured images of some
of the stolen items, but not
all. The subjects departed
in a black Kia Sorento.

Child Abuse and Ne-
glect — A Oak Street res-
ident was charged with
Child Neglect and Abuse
on July 9.

Officers Rembert and
Beauchamp responded
to a situation in which
three children under the
age of 12 were concerned
for their safety after being
chased by Autum Curtright
of Oak Street, McKenzie.
The children left the house
and went to a relative’s
house. The report indicat-

ed that Curtright chased
the children and she was
possibly intoxicated.

Autum Curtright was
charged with three counts
of Child Neglect/Abuse.

Criminal Trespass —
Jannie Leone, no address
listed, was charged with
Criminal Trespass on July 8.

Officer Michael Cun-
ningham responded to
E.W. James Supermarket,
where a female had been
in the store in violation
of an active ban for her to
stay off the property. The
subject refused to leave
and stated she wanted
to purchase some milk.
The report stated Leone
caused a disturbance.

Theft — A 5-foot by
8-foot utility trailer was
stolen from a North Main
Street address. Matthew
Quinn of Puryear stated
the lock was cut from the
tongue.

Officer Timothy Dillon
filed the report.

Leaving the Scene with
Damage — Marvin Gas-
ton, Highway 423, McK-
enzie, was charged with
Leaving the Scene with
Damage and Driving on a
Revoked License on July 8.

A parked car at the Dol-
lar Tree was hit by a driv-
er who then drove away
without reporting the in-
cident. Surveillance cam-
eras at the store showed
the vehicle and two men
entered the vehicle and hit
the parked vehicle.

Gaston was identified
as the driver. He was
cited into General Ses-
sions Court for Leaving
the Scene, Driving on a
Suspended License, and
Violation of Financial
Responsibility.

BID NOTICE
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NOTICE OF EARLY VOTING
FEDERAL/STATE PRIMARY AND COUNTY GENERAL ELECTIONS

The Carroll County Election Commission announces EARLY VOTING for the Federal and State Primary and County General Elections with
Election Day being August 6, 2026. Any registered voter, in Carroll County, may cast a ballot early by personal appearance at the Election
Commission office, 625 High Street, Suite 113, Huntingdon, TN 38344.

State law requires voters to present a Federal or State government issued photo ID to vote, unless an exception applies. College student IDs
will not be accepted. This photo ID requirement includes Early Voting and Election Day at your assigned polling place.

EARLY VOTING SCHEDULE FOR THE AUGUST 6, 2026 ELECTIONS will be July 17 through August 1. Weekday voting will be 8:30 a.m.-4
p.m. Saturday voting will be 9 a.m.-12 NOON.

The last day for the Election Commission to receive an Absentee Application for Ballot is July 27, 2026. You can find more information about
absentee voting on the website: carrollcountytnelections.com or by calling 731-986-1968.

A927/28-1

OFFICIAL BALLOT FOR CARROLL COUNTY
STATE PRIMARY AND STATE AND COUNTY GENERAL ELECTION HELD ON August 6, 2026

Precinct NEWSPAPER

Please use a black or blue ink pen
to mark your ballot. To vote for your
choice in each contest, completely fill
in the box next to your choice.
Carroll County Election Commission
Ronald R. Reiter, Chairman

Michael Corrado, Secretary

Linda Wallace, Member

Michael K. Tate, Member

Judy D. Alexander, Member

Peggy J. Hamlett, Administrator of
Elections

GOVERNOR
Vote for One (1)

D Marsha Blackburn
D Monty Fritts
D John Rose

Write-in

COUNTY COMMISSION
District 1
Vote for Three (3)
D Darrell Ridgely

Republican Party Nominee
Jimmy Halford
Independent Candidate

D Randy Long

Independent Candidate

Write-in

COUNTY TRUSTEE
Vote for One (1)

D Paula Bolen

Independent Candidate

Write-in

STATE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY

COUNTY COMMISSION
District 2
Vote for Two (2)

D Daniel Lee Willman

Republican Party Nominee

D Lana Y. Suite

Independent Candidate

Write-in

SHERIFF
Vote for One (1)

D Eric W. Sawyers

Republican Party Nominee

D Michael A. Smith

Independent Candidate

D Ryan White

Independent Candidate

Write-in

|SOUTH CARROLL SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD)

MEMBER
At-Large
Vote for Two (2)

D Keith E. Hollowell

Republican Party Nominee

D Brian Crum

Independent Candidate

D Sam Melton

Independent Candidate

Write-in

UNITED STATES SENATE
Vote for One (1)

D Bill Hagerty

COUNTY COMMISSION
District 3
Vote for Two (2)

D Brandy Boyd

Republican Party Nominee

D Will McMackin

CIRCUIT COURT CLERK
Vote for One (1)

D Sarah Bradberry

Republican Party Nominee

Write-in

WEST CARROLL SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD
MEMBER
Old Atwood District
Vote for One (1)
No Candidate Qualified

Write-in

COUNTY CLERK
Vote for One (1)

D Darlene Kirk

Independent Candidate

WEST CARROLL SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD
MEMBER
Old County District
Vote for One (1)

D Linda Black

Independent Candidate

Write-in

WEST CARROLL SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD
MEMBER
Old Trezevant District
Vote for One (1)

D Kelly M Weaver

Independent Candidate

Write-in

STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN

Republican Party Nominee

D Cyril Ostiguy

Write-in Independent Candidate Write-in
UNITED STATES HOUSE ] Amon Miller _ REGISTER of DEEDS
of REPRESENTATIVES Independent Candidate Vote for One (1)
District 8 Dwayne Tordsen Natalie McCullough P
. gh Porter
Vote for One (1) D Independent Candidate D Democratic Party Nominee
D David Kustoff D D
D Write-in Write-in 7777
Write-in D _________________ ROAD SUPERVISOR
TENNESSEE HOUSE Write-in Vote for One (1)
Ronnie Wad
of REPRESENTATIVES COUNTY COMMISSION —1 e rdent Candid
District 76 District 4 ndependent Candidate
Vote for One (1) Vote for Two (2) D
D Tandy Darby Morris L. Rogers Write-in 777
D D Republican Party Nominee
CARROLL COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
Wi TTT oo o District 1
Write-in Vote for One (1)
TENNESSEE HOUSE Mike Foster
of REPRESENTATIVES D _________________ D Independent Candidate
District 79 Write-in
Vote for One (1
RIS COUNTY COMMISSION — T
D Brock Martin District 5 Write-in
3 Vote for Three (3) CARROLL COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
_________________ Jimmy Crossett District 2
Write-in D Vote for One (1)

D Deborah Broadbent

WEST CARROLL SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD
MEMBER
Old Trezevant District
Unexpired Term
Vote for One (1)

D Paul Mueller

Independent Candidate

Write-in

MUNICIPAL ELECTION
City of Clarksburg

MAYOR
City of Clarksburg
Vote for One (1)

D Jeff Reed
D Howell Wayne Todd

McKenzie Special School District District 24 Republican Party Nominee Independent Candidate D
BAGK FLOW PREVENTORS Vote for One (1) [ Pau! D Hugueley 3 -
- ] Rven Anthony Ellegood Independent Candidate Wrem T T T Write-in
. . s . . Rakaya Humphreys ALDERMAN
McKenzie Spemgl School District I? se?kmg bids for Back-Flow D _________________ D Independent Candidate CARROLL COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD City of Clarksburg
Preventors to be installed at McKenzie Middle School, Maintenance Write-in District 3 Vote for Two (2)

D Barry Mac Murphy

Vote for One (1)

i i i Ind dent Candid.
Shop, gnd McKenZ|e. High School Outdoor Classroom. The bid ST A e e T R R oy ndependent Candidate Charlotte Tucker [ sarbara A McClure
should include associated cost for needed back-flow preventors District 24 [ curt Taylor _ [ Cherotee Tucker .
. . . . P Independent Candidate ndependent Candidate D Judy Grant Smith
of appropriate sizes, all needed connections and other materials, Vote for One (1 [ Anna Wheet — —
all labor for site preparation and back-flow preventor installation, [ ress Robbins Independent Candidate T e e
. rite-in
and any other related expenses for the successful completion of 3 (|
. e e e e e e e — ______ HOLLOW ROCK-BRUCETON SPECIAL
the project. Write-in Write-in SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER T
. . . 15th District
All prospective bidders should contact Bobby Osborn, Maintenance 3 R AtLarge
. : e mmmmm——— Kyle A. Hi:
Supgrylson 731 -358.-9789 or osbor.nb@mckenneschools.org, for Vote for One (1) Write-in [ Micheel Graves Vees foro'r:‘:‘(’;
specific project details. All prospective bidders should schedule a [ comita Atwater 3 Independent Candidate Shall Kyle A. Hixson be retained in office
visit to each site to review the project and ensure the appropriate _ Witein T 77T 3 as a Judge of the Supreme Court, At
) R D Tim Cyr ST ST T T T T Large, or be replaced?
back-flow preventors, associated materials, and labor needs O CORTSSIoN Write-in
(including needed equipment) are included in the submitted bid. [ verri Green District 6 oilow RockBruceTon sreaar ] L Fetan
Visits can be scheduled through Mr. Osborn. ] Adam "Ditch” kurtz Vote for Two (2) SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER [ Replace
i D Madison Boyd Endres 16th District
All bid packages must be submitted to McKenzie Special School [ evin Lee Mccants Republican Party Nominee Town of Bruceton Supreme Court -
District Board of Education office at 114 Bell Ave., McKenzie, TN 3 [ Kurt Hunley Votelfor@nel(l) Mar‘}\,tLLusa; -
38201 by no later than 12 p.m. on Wednesday, July 29, 2026. Write-in Republican Party Nominee Vote for One (1)

Shall Mary L. Wagner be retained in

Independent Candidate |D Brandy Boyd
office as a Judge of the Supreme Court,

D Jimmy D. McClure
-

UNITED STATES SENATE Independent Candidate

McKenzie Special School District is a governmental entity and in
Vote for One (1)

such exempt from sales tax. Appropriate documentation can be _ [JrhiipEMoore Write-in At Large, or be replaced?
. X D Marquita Bradshaw Independent Candidate g
provided to the successful bidder. HOLLOW ROCK-BRUCETON SPECIAL | [ Retain
A460/28-1 D Maria Brewer D _________________ SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER
[ ein e ccanss Write-in 16th District, At-Large ] Replace
D Vote for One (1) r——y |
. - - - o ) ) ) ourt o eals -
2@ Printing Done Right. % | o e Wien TS [ et oz Eastor Division
Q Diana Onyejiaka ) William E. Phillips Il
- » Call 731.352.3323 th i CoMNTY OSSN | s omoron N
I PTRnTE Independent Candidate Shall William E. Phillips 11 be retained in
Write-in D office as a Judge of the Court of

D Lori Dillahunty

Republican Party Nominee

D Jimmie Sue Staten

Democratic Party Nominee

D Lynn Grice

Independent Candidate

Write-in

Appeals, Eastern Division, or be
replaced?

D Retain
D Replace

UNITED STATES HOUSE
of REPRESENTATIVES
District 8
Vote for One (1)

D Dewey Gordon Bryan

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE119

HOLLOW ROCK-BRUCETON SPECIAL
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER
16th District
Town of Hollow Rock
Unexpired Term

. Walter Smothers Court of Appeals -
D Jordan D. Hinders D Independent Candidate Vote for One (1) Western Division
ESTATE OF: IDA JANE THOMAS CHANDLER, LATE OF CARROLL ] Heidi kuhn - 4 Jon.?;;g::g:::?adn didote \S/;i:ef:fg’:e“;’;

COUNTY, TENNESSEE D Leonard Perkins Write-in D Shall Steve Maroney be retained in

Notice is hereby given that on the 26TH day of JUNE, 2026 3 3 WiomT T office as a Judge of the Court of

.. . . rite-in PRI
Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the Es- rrnieiii Wiem T TTTTTTTTTo Aprrea'z)/"esfem Division, or be
tate of IDA JANE THOMAS CHANDLER deceased, who died HUNFINGDORSRECIALSCHOOLBOARDYY reracec:
N A TENNESSEE HOUSE COUNTY COMMISSION MEMBER D Retain
JUNE 2ND, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Chan- of REPRESENTATIVES District 8 At-Large
cery Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All " :’iSf"ig 75(1) Vote for Two (2) Vote for Two (2) [ Replace
. . . . ote Tor One . M Butl

persons, reSldel?t and non-reSIdent’ haVI.ng ClalmS, matu.rEd or Nol€andidatel@QUalified D Ja)l;:;:ﬂl)iian Party Nominee D Ior:gzgenl;een; Candidate Court of Appeals -
unmatured, against the Estate are required by law to file the I [ e Huffmn [ Shavna smith Western Division
same with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before | |~ o7 ————--—-—-—---- ValerielESmity

Independent Candidate Independent Candidate

. . . . . Write-in Vote for One (1)
the earlier of the dates prescrlbed in (1) or (2) otherwise their TENNESSEE HOUSE D D _________________ Shall Valerie L. Smith be retained in
claims will be forever barred: of REPRESENTATIVES Witen T T T T T T T T T Write-in office as a Judge of the Court of
(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication District 79 1 3 Appeals, Western Division, or be
i th be) of thi tice if th dit _ Vote for One (1) e __ - - replaced?
(or_ posting, as the case may e) of this notice if the creditor re No Candidate Qualified Writesin Write-in [ Retain
ceived an actual copy of th_ls Notice to Creditors at least sixty - CSONTV COmITSSIoN e E eI eTio CAEOARD) —
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of T e District 9 MEMBER —
the first publication (or posting); or Vote for Three (3) At-Large —
- . . STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEMAN - Vote for Four (4) (B e it e et =
(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an o []/esonR Martin Eastern Division
. . . . . District 24 Independent Candidate D Renee Hobson Stacy L. Street
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received Vote for One (1) [ s Price Independent Candidate e
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date s Independent Candidate [ Metthew Lane Shall Stacy L. Street be retained in office

that is four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or Independent Candidate

posting) as described in (1) (A); or

as a Judge of the Court of Criminal
Appeals, Eastern Division, or be

Spiridon L. Roditis
Independent Candidate

Write-in Spiridon L. Roditis

Independent Candidate

laced?
(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. stateexecurvecommmreewoman |0 [ rien Keith Stafford - aceR:tai,.
All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward Vog'j;f‘gnze“m Write-in Independent Candidate -
A H Brian Winst: Replace
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once. [ oy Foycwace . [ —
Write-in P
This 26TH day of JUNE, 2026. | - — S Court :afs tC;nm:;:ll sl;\::eals -
- ;. T ( -
THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS. e Wite-in e e e oword
STATE AND COUNTY GENERAL D . .
COUNTY MAYOR ASSESSOR of PROPERTY Wiein T TTTTT T Shall Steven W. Sword be retained in
FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH: Vote for One (1) Vote for One (1) offIC§ as a Judge of the CouArt. qf
KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER [ Joseoh G uter [ ‘ot Austin _ a Criminal Appeals, Eastern Division, or
99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN 38344 Republican Party Nominee Republican Party Nominee Rl be replaced?
Retain
— a a0 —
VICKIE SUMMERS & THOMAS K. CHANDLER, Executor/Administrator Write-in Write-in Write-in [ Reptace

DWAYNE D. MADDOX Ill, Attorney
KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master

JA— Thank you for your continued support of this newspaper.
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Color A Masterpiece Weekly
Crossword

CLUES ACROSS
1. Tire pressure measurement
4. Request
7. Clairvoyance
10. 007’s creator
11. Adult male
12. God of battle (Scandinavian)
13. Cloths spread over a coffin
15. Breeze through
16. Ladyfish genus
19. We all take them
21. Earl’s jurisdiction
23. Members of U.S. Navy
24. Rummy-like card game
25. Affected by injury
26. Member of a Semitic people
27. Withdrew from a union

\ 65. Attempt 29, Taxi
gg ‘év";‘;f‘s';fn‘;ff‘k 31. Helps little firms
o Pfohibit CLUES DOWN 32. Unhappy
36. Something vou can take 1. Indoor plant 33. Midway between northeast
1. Dish soap brand 2. Marketable and east
45' Ottomanpmilitary 3. Rather 37. Glowing
corﬁmanders 4. Collected 38. Item to be addressed
46. Ancient Italian-Greek colony 5.A bag-like structure in a plant ~ 39. An informal body of friends
47. Makes somber or animal 40. Intrinsic nature of something
50. Discuss again 6. Irish hip-hop trio 41. Neural structures
54. A tool to inject 7.Ageless 42. Brews
55. Support 8. Course requirements 43. A place for ships
56. Informal term for money 9. Pokes at 44. One who sings holiday
57. Catch doing something 13.TV channel songs ,
wrong 14.They __ 47. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
59. Prehistoric people 17. Cooking material 48. Scottish town
60. Large African antelope 18. Investment account 49. The most worthless parts
61. Vehicle 20. Iron-containing compound 51. Sticky
62. Georgia rockers 22. Swiss river 52. Put to work
63. High resolution microscope 27. Small coin (French) 53. Precursor to the EU
64. Pitching statistic 28. Electronic countermeasures  58. Retrospective analysis (abbr.)
L ) Week 28 See solution in next week’s edition.
At The Grill Word S h
e Lbrill word searc THIS |[SUDOKU WEEK 28
V T Z B MTU CRNU HMTITIGA AU HNNWIL
S RSURGBTETETDIMMYTC CSTISHEH AT DAYIN 6 219 3
K 6 U RV EGETA AIBIULESSEUWHTT
ETAGVSOPLCDKDCSATOOHHISTOR 8 3 /
W E P E VYV KY P R DD RYKUHIRNNUPM O gur. U 756 1
E M ZRALETULTIUOAUDTFFTIGZAGB
R OwWDWDUOATCPYU®PTIETUVSCRIKIL 1
S APS S EEOKSFADTU OIKTII KA ADO
0 I NF SOGT CTCOUDNTDTPNNTR RTETHD 6 9 1 8
6 NI NOSATESTRTCOTFTETA ARTSTDMN / 5
R UP OEBOWATFAWTIUDNUA AWUSE
CLATABAMTIRNIHETCMEKTEKTEGHN.L tll?esg;;eifage("ootﬁ:f 3
K Z AMYVHY GG O0OWCMTIOZTIO OTI Z than the Sun) to be
ZRYKBPUERALFEFYLZLKZphotogra,phed 2 8 4
G VA LUTA AP SASI RNMMET DETGT?PTI '
DMz S EGASUASTLTILUFIKADWS 1902: Willis Carrier 5 419]|2
E R U T A R E P M E T K Y U F V 0 Y w S creates the ﬁrst air Level: Intermediate
N L CWEET CRIKT FLEMALT FAMTIT conditioner in Fun By The Numbers
H LW E HYUL KA ATT G CWI RMNYIKGSY Buffalo. NY. Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will
ZHKAYKAETSRDEBAREBETC CLUE ’ i put your sudoku sawy to hedesth o e
1958: Disneyland is Here’s How It Works:
BaCkyard Flame Sausages Spatula dedicated a‘nj(,i Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
Barbecue Flareup Sear Steak 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
B G t S H S Opened byWalt row, column and box. Each number can appear on!y once in each row,
urger rate easoning ummer Disney in California. column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
Charcoal Heat Sizz|e Temperature appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
. . more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
Chicken Marinade Skewers Tongs S - e
. e ee solution in next week’s edition.
Delicious Propane Smoke Vegetables
OF BD4 0B L +BX v+ wHxAC*LHN\NAL0B LETTER MIX-UP Riddle Me This
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ Why did the skeleton go
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase to the barbecue?
CRYP I F “ below? Use each letter only once. )
= < Q o op pows ~ x + V E G E TA B L E S Sq11 - 24vds dwios 198 o damsuy
Rt S ; WORD SCRAMBLE
(Hint: 20 = 0) 2 - : Rearrange the letters to spell something
3 92. 12. pertaining to this week's theme.
16 14 17 21 2 17 15 g
g 3. 13. S B N U
: b, 14.
g sung :1amsuy
3 26 23 25 2 3 5. 15.
|| s " GUESS WHO »
7 6 23 1 7 7 20 23 26 §_J 7' 17. | am an actor born in California
o 8. 18 rominent Hollywood actor. | have been in
< hit movies and won a Golden Globe and
% 9 '|9 Emmy Award for my role on a TV show
20 14 22 10 20 20 17 153 about a doctor.
10. 20.
ul|olg sauwpr JJlamsuy

Z ge: kE27A CLr ossword Puzz:e Lsohlﬂutsi‘; SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 27

Peace of Mind. | [ 5. | | Rl e
One of the many services we provide. oy I [M|P]Y E|D|I|N 9({7]11]12[3]5]4]|6]8
3 T|AH S|E|T|A 4181611171913|5]2

5 |PER, aoal | P B GEE

v) |EBEE ulnels 1{9]3]4|8[6]2]|7|5

Q L l5En oop poo_oool i | BEEEBE RBE

N [ ciole JMllelolnie | N 13 T1]o)5]4]7]8]2]6

N d ¢! 3 B 5161813112947

°°MME'§°3'?§§2"§Z'§§ ZhANE bW 2 t |M zl; : hE/I E i Z121alsl9lsl513]1




MARKETPLACE

AVAILABLE — 4,000 SQ.
FT.NEXT TO H&R BLOCK,
at Cedar Street Plaza,
1926 Cedar Street, McK-
enzie. Call 731-352-2189.
A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq.
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway
79 Highland Mall, across
from the post office. Call
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

DONE RIGHT APPLIANCE
REPAIR — Expert appli-
ance repair done locally.
When it absolutely has to
be done right call 731-234-
5572. A8666/21-8

SAWYERS TREE SER-
VICE: 60’ Bucket Truck.
Take Down or Prune. Haul
Off and Clean Up. Grind
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

JOE’S TREE SERVICE
AND STUMP REMOVAL:
60 ft. bucket truck, prune
or take down grind stumps,
clean up and haul off, in-
sured, free estimates. 731-
697-0023 or 731-513-1518.
A7084/21-TF

YOUR LOW COST ADVER-
TISING SOLUTION! One
call & your 25 word ad will
appear in 104 Tennessee
newspapers for $275/wk or
28 West TN newspapers for
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classified advertising
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks.
(TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE

TV / WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER INTERNET for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps,
no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-855-481-3340.
(TnScan)

GET BOOST INFINITE!
UNLIMITED TALK, Text
and Data For Just $25/mo!
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us!
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

DIRECTV — ALL YOUR
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof! Sign up
for Direct and get your first
free months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM-+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-844-230-
4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV
+ INTERNET! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-844-274-6074. (Tn-
Scan)

WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-551-
1426. (TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY

ATTENTION: VIAGRA
AND CIALIS USERS! A
cheaper alternative to high
drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW:
1-877-691-6412. (TnScan)

SAFE STEP STAIRLIFTS.
Enjoy greater indepen-
dence and stay in the
home you love. Feel safe
on every level. $750 off
plus FREE installation.
Made in the U.S.A. Call to-
day for a free quote. 1-866-
432-3409. (TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just
a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-844-278-8285 www.
dental50plus.com/tnpress
#6258. (TnScan)

IMPROVEMENT

OLSHAN FOUNDATION
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted
foundation repair experts
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery.
Basement waterproofing.
Water management and
more. Free evaluation.
Limited time up to $250
off foundation repair. Call
Olshan 1-866-265-5932.
(TnScan)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with
a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-888-869-5542
today to schedule a free
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It's a power move.
(TnScan)

NEED TO GET RID OF it?
Advertise it in the classi-
fieds! Thousands of readers
are looking at the classi-
fieds every week. Advertise
your service or product for
only $5 for 25 words, $8 for
26-50 words, and 20 cents
for each additional word
over 50 each week. Call
731-352-3323 to get started!
NC/27-TF

mckenziebanner.com - The McKenzie Banner « McKenzie, Tenn. - Tuesday, July 14, 2026 - Page 11

| FORLEASE |l WANTED: TO BUY AUCTIONS FOR RENT

HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS: McKENZIE
AREA. www.mckenzie-
homefinders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

GET THE WORD 0OUT
ABOUT YOUR NEXT
AUCTION! Save Time
& $$$. One Call for All.
Your ad can appear in this
newspaper + 103 other TN
newspapers. For more
info, contact this news-
paper’s classified dept. or
call Becky Moats 931-624-
8916. (TnScan)

Site Work * Clearing * Ponds
* Basements * Trackhoe * Dozer
* Dirtpan * Skidsteer
* Sand * Gravel * Topsoil

“Painting Your Way”

Not Just Painting Anymore...
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling

L 131-415-1506
" Steve Bowden

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

= Z|

1: Bluehorny Fonms

1340 Ball Creek Rd | Buena Vista, TN 38318

| %70

Z'LZ/€8L4ZH

You-Pick
Farm

per
gallon

BANKRUPTCY?

We are a debt relief agency
This firm helps people file for bankruptcy
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889

wLKER, WALKER
&~ & WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker Richard Walker

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

Now Taking Applications

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments

Cedar Country
70 Holmes Mill Rd, Huntingdon, TN 38344
731-986-2125 TTY: 711

Office Hours:
Monday & Thursday 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Friday 9a.m.-1 p.m.

Appliances Furnished e Central Heat/Air
Laundry Facility Provided

For Information or to place an application,
Call the office number above or come by the office.

“This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.”

R27837/28-1

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

EdwardJones ...

IRA? Learn how you

can contribute more.
Let's talk about your options.

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

654 Main Street North

McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-7822

A3272/2841 edwardjones.com

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

49 Broapway STREET, McKENzIE, TN 38201

PHoNE: 731-352-5307

Come see us for the best rates
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

Frontier

FOUNDATION
& CRAWL SPACE @epair

MUSTY SMELLS?

Half of the air you breathe on the first
floor comes from your crawl space!
How healthy is your home?

BEFORE -

4 & ANY
O PROJECT

Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with
any other offer or promotional financing. Must be presented
at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 07/31/26.

1 844-978-3001

il FrontierFoundations.com

Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20

(minimum of 4 weeks).

Call 731-352-3323.

4 N N\ N
Sandi Roditis :
14965 S. Highland Ave. BLAS22T NickY OE/\'\ z| | ° Water Heaters
McKenzie, TN 38201 AR Jor S| power & Drain
’ Valarie McMackin eaning
555 STAFFORD | | -
SUPPLY. INC KEVEN ROGERS $86-243.3257 REAL ESTATE * Toilets & Tubs b} UMBING and SEWER
° Director of 0perations Blake Cossey Flﬂdlﬂg Hearts a Home L leaky Faucets
MalZi;-:I(());;rsngﬁstforth nickyjoestaffordrealestate@outlook.com * Wa'.er l..ines 2 4'H OUR SE RV’ CE
Phone 731 -352-0483 ° Fax 731 -352-0584 731-694-7871 www.stafford-realestate.com ° Dram lmes
. * Leak Ricky Watson 731-697-1455
krogers @brsupplyinc.com 15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 + 731.352.2761 o Y AT623TF
J \_

/ 24 KOS AYS " ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
.I.nl-BEﬂ.I. WIEI::I!::ll:lll(liAYFfllllli:-II-Ill'I‘lI!EiIlE]F MUI‘IiCipal * Commercial * Residential in the area’s largest circulated newspaper.
Plumhing & EIGCEIIC  Arrer HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

Backhoe - Trenching - Gas Piping - Pine Water Heaters . ONLY
Well Tanks - Valves - Fittings « Faucets Campbell Water Well Service, Inc $ 0 0
WELL PUMP SALES, SERVIGE & INSTALLATION g ! 0'MNMUM
H 4 WEEKS
SEPTIB P“MPING ;:Tsp:jlsg;il(ucea"ff? 11':(‘:)0"1 McKe::?:':L;QBIEa(: C ALL 731 352 3323
131-234-6012 PiTEs : 392,
[ [ [ | | |

J
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West Carroll FBLA Earns National

Brody Berryhill Awarded
Volunteer Auxmary Scholarshlp

McKENZIE (July 9) —
McKenzie High School
graduate Brody Berryhill has
been awarded a scholarship
from the Volunteer Auxiliary
at West Tennessee Health-
care Henry County Hospital.

The Volunteer Auxilia-
ry raises funds for its an-
nual scholarship program
through sales at the hospi-
tal’s gift shop. Scholarships
are awarded to graduating
seniors who plan to pursue
careers in the healthcare
field, supporting the next
generation of compassionate
medical professionals.

Berryhill, the valedictorian
of McKenzie High School’s
class of 2026, will attend
the University of Tennes-
see at Chattanooga this fall,
where he plans to major in
Biochemistry.

His decision to pursue a
career in healthcare is deeply
personal. After witnessing his
father’s health decline over
an extended period, Berryhill
found a calling to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others
facing medical challenges.
That experience inspired
him to dedicate his future to
caring for those who need
it most.

“I realized that healthcare

Brody Berryhill. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

is where I am meant to be,
Berryhill said. “Seeing what
my family experienced gave
me a greater appreciation
for the people who care for
patients and their families.
I want to be able to provide
that same level of compas-
sion and support to others”
The Volunteer Auxiliary’s
scholarship program reflects

its ongoing commitment to
investing in students who
demonstrate academic ex-
cellence and a passion for
serving others. Through the
continued support of the
hospital gift shop, the Auxil-
iary helps deserving students
pursue their educational
goals and prepare for mean-
ingful careers in healthcare.

Mike Cary Awarded C. P. Boyd Leadership Award

A

MARTIN (July 7) — Mike Cary (middle) of Carroll County, president and CEO of
Carroll Bank & Trust and branch manager of Raymond Jones Financial Services in
Huntingdon, received the C. P. Boyd Leadership Award at the WestStar Leadership
Program graduation ceremony held June 16. Cary was voted by his WestStar class-
mates to receive the award because his compassion, leadership and love of West
Tennessee exemplified the qualities of Dr. C. P. Boyd, the late Haywood County ed-
ucator for whom the award is named. Also pictured with Cary is Jake Bynum (left),
UT Martin's chief of staff and executive director of the WestStar Leadership Program,
and Jennifer Smiley (right), assistant director of the program. Submitted photo
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First grade students made colorful crabs, turtles and butterflies while learning
about bugs and insects. Submitted photo

WCP Students Stay Engaged
With Summer Learning Camp

COURTESY CINDY SMITH,
WEST CARROLL SPECIAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

McLEMORESVILLE —
While many students are en-
joying summer break, learn-
ing is still going strong at
West Carroll Primary School
(WCP)! Students are staying
engaged through hands-on
activities that make learning
both meaningful and fun.

Kindergarten students
have been exploring differ-
ent types of weather. As part
of their studies, they creat-
ed “tornadoes in a bottle”
to observe how tornadoes
form and designed weather
charts that will be used daily
to track and discuss changing
weather conditions.

First grade students have
been learning about bugs
and insects. They combined
creativity with science by
making colorful crabs, turtles
and butterflies while discuss-
ing the characteristics and
habitats of various animals
and insects.

Second grade students

i’ )

Kindergarten students created “tornadoes in a bottle”
to observe how tornadoes form during WCP’s Summer
Learning Camp. Submitted photo

have been busy studying
clocks, plants and dairy an-
imals. Following a unit on
dairy farms and how dairy
products make their way to
our tables, students partic-
ipated in a hands-on but-
ter-making activity. Using
heavy whipping cream, they
shook jars until the butter-
milk separated from the but-

ter, giving them a firsthand
look at a process used in food
production.

Students also enjoy dai-
ly recess, where they build
social skills, teamwork and
friendships through play.
At WCP, summer learning
proves that education can
be interactive, engaging and
most importantly—FUN!

GENERAL

Silver Champion Chapter Recogmtlon

COURTESY WEST
CARROLL SPECIAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT

SAN ANTONIO, Texas
(June 29-July 2) — West
Carroll High School’s Future
Business Leaders of Ameri-
ca (FBLA) chapter recently
represented Tennessee at
the FBLA National Lead-
ership Conference in San
Antonio, Texas.

Representing West Car-
roll were Jack Robinson
and Caleb Vermillion, who
joined thousands of FBLA
members from across the
country in attending leader-
ship workshops, networking
with students and business
professionals, and partici-
pating in conference activ-
ities designed to prepare
students for future careers.

During the conference,
the West Carroll High
School FBLA chapter re-
ceived national recognition
as a Silver Level Champion
Chapter. The Champion
Chapter program recog-
nizes chapters that demon-
strate excellence in lead-
ership development, ser-
vice, membership growth
and chapter engagement
throughout the school year.

“This recognition is the
result of a full year’s worth
of hard work from our entire
chapter,” said FBLA adviser
Erin Lewis. “While Jack and
Caleb represented us in San
Antonio, this achievement
belongs to every West Car-
roll FBLA member, along

BL

Leaders of A

A\

SILVER

CHAMPION
CHAPTER

2025-2026

Caleb Vermillion and Jack Robinson represented
West Carroll High School at the 2026 FBLA Nation-
al Leadership Conference in San Antonio, Texas.

Submitted photo

with the many people who
support our program. From
our administration, school
board, CTE director, book-
keepers, teachers and par-
ents to our local businesses
and community partners,
we are grateful for the en-
couragement and support
that made this achievement
possible, and I am so proud
of this group of students.”
The Silver Champion
Chapter recognition high-
lights the commitment of
West Carroll FBLA members
to leadership, service and

career readiness. Through-
out the year, members
participated in community
service projects, leadership
conferences, competitive
events and chapter activities
that helped earn the chapter
this national distinction.

West Carroll High School
congratulates Jack Robin-
son, Caleb Vermillion and
the entire 2025-2026 FBLA
chapter on this outstanding
achievement and looks for-
ward to another successful
year of developing future
business leaders.

Spanish Student’s US Adventure: From
Madrid’s Prlvate School to McKenzie

MCcKENZIE — For Ale-
jandra Vargas Barragan, a
19-year-old Business Ad-
ministration major from
Madrid, Spain, her journey
to Bethel University in McK-
enzie has been a significant
chapter in her life. It's a jour-
ney filled with international
experiences and a strong
commitment to doing her
best.

Madrid, a vibrant city of 7
million, is a place Alejandra
describes with pride. She
paints a picture of a city full
of life, with famous land-
marks like the Plaza May-
or and Puerta del Sol, and
known for its amazing food
scene. It’s a city she knows
well, having lived there her
whole life before starting
her American adventure.
Her childhood was shaped
by the pace of a major Euro-
pean capital, very different
from the quieter McKenzie.

Her decision to study in
the U.S. was a long-time
dream, driven by a desire
for new experiences and
academic growth. “T've al-
ways wanted to study in
the US since I was pretty
young,” she shares, admit-
ting to a mix of excitement
and nervousness as she ar-
rived. Leaving her family
and the comfort zone was
a big step. “I didn’t know
anybody here and I didn't
know how it was going to
be,” she admits, feeling a
concern about making new
connections.

Upon arriving at Bethel,
Alejandra found friendships
with international students,
especially those who spoke
her native Spanish. While
her English skills, developed
through a French-speaking
international school and
extensive travel, allowed her
to communicate, the shared
language and culture pro-
vided a vital anchor. “It does
feel more like home,” she
explains. Even though the
campus itself is not huge,
it presented its own initial
challenges in navigating, a
small obstacle in the larger
picture of her adjustment.

The cultural differenc-
es were noticeable, even
though not extreme. The
university’s religious back-
ground added a new aspect
to campus life. Dormitories
were separated by gender,
and specific dress codes,
like not being allowed to
wear sleeveless shirts in
the cafeteria, were initially
surprising. However, the
biggest change for Alejan-
dra was the different meal

Alejandra Barragan from
Madrid is an Interna-
tional Student at Bethel
University.

times. She was used to late
dinners in Spain, often be-
tween 9:30 p.m. and 11 p.m.,,
so the earlier meal schedule
in McKenzie, with dinner
no later than 7 p.m., was a
significant adjustment.

Alejandra’s journey is
closely tied to her passion
for tennis. She started play-
ing at age of 7 in Madrid, a
sport that demanded sig-
nificant commitment along
with her education. Her
schooling was at a private
French international school,
where subjects like math
and history were taught in
French. This multilingual
environment, combined
with her natural ability to
learn languages, has un-
doubtedly helped her settle
in. “It's the easiest language
tolearn,” she says of English,
a testament to her skills in
multiple languages.

Being a student-athlete
in Spain was demanding.
Her school day ran from 9
am. to 6 p.m,, followed by
an hour and a half of tennis
practice and then study-
ing. This packed schedule
left little time for anything
else. “They didn’t help me
at all back then compared
to here, where they do help
you,” she notes, highlighting
the big difference in support
for student-athletes.

Here at Bethel, her sched-
ule feels more manageable.
With just one practice ses-
sion each afternoon and
classes conveniently lo-
cated near her dorm, she
can manage her time bet-
ter. “Teachers understand
that you're an athlete and
they're more understand-
ing if you're traveling,’ she
notes, appreciating the
flexibility for student-ath-
letes. But, the way college
tennis works here is quite
different from her experi-
ence in Spain. Back home,
tournaments happened all
year round, with lots of in-

dividual matches. Here, the
season-based schedule and
focus on team play, includ-
ing doubles, was a surprise.
“It's more individual back
home, and here it’s more
about team spirit,” she ex-
plains, finding real value in
the close bonds and support
within a team. She especial-
ly remembers a winning
match she secured for her
team during spring break
in Alabama.

Beyond school and ten-
nis, Alejandra is also a work-
ing student, which is new for
her. “Did you work during
your high school in Spain?
No,” she says, comparing
her past to her current job
at the campus cafeteria. It
definitely adds to her busy
life, but she likes the new
independence and being
able to help pay for things.

Everyday life in McKenzie
also took some getting used
to. “Here you need a car
for everything,” she points
out, a big change from her
walkable life in Madrid. She
relies on friends, her coach,
and university transport,
but the need for her own
car is a notable difference.

Looking back, Alejandra’s
view of the world has defi-
nitely grown. “You meet so
many people from different
parts of the world, in dif-
ferent situations. And from
that, you learn a lot,” she
reflects. Living on her own
has helped her grow a lot as
aperson, a change from the
more protected life she had
with her family in Spain. She
believes her ability to speak
multiple languages gives
her a special way of under-
standing and connecting
with the world.

In the end, Alejandra
sees herself back in Ma-
drid, showing her strong
ties to her home country.
While she’s open to living
and working in the U.S.
for a while, her main goal
is to contribute to Spain’s
business world, possibly in
marketing or starting her
own business.

Her advice to her younger
self, about to embark on this
American adventure, is to
be brave and connect with
others: “Don’t be scared
and talk to everyone, don't
be afraid. And just try to do
everything you can, like go
everywhere and just have
fun”” Her Bethel experience,
in her own words, has been
“challenging, social, exciting,
memorable and rewarding”
- a fitting way to describe a
journey that’s still unfolding!



GENERAL - SPORTS

McKENZIE (July 14) —
The 2026 college football
season will be here before
you know it. The Bethel
University Wildcats open
their season in 46 days.

The ten-game slate in-
cludes five home games
with the season opener at
home against close neigh-
bor Lane College on Au-
gust 29. Kick-off in Walter
Butler Stadium is at 6 p.m.

An attractive home
schedule includes, along
with Lane, games against
powerhouse Keiser Uni-
versity, old foe Faulkner
University, Cumberlands
(Ky.) and Campbellsville
University.

Three road games find
the Wildcats traveling
to Georgetown College,
Lindsey Wilson University
and long-time opponent
Cumberland University.
Two non-conference road
games await the Cats as
they travel to Webber In-

ternational on September
19 and Pikeville on Sep-
tember 26.

Homecoming is October
17 when the Cats host the
University of the Cumber-
lands. Senior Day is Oc-
tober 31 as the Cats play
Campbellsville University.

Coach Chris Springer
said, “We're excited about
the 2026 season and the
opportunities this sched-
ule brings. Our focus is on
getting better one day at a
time on and off the field. If
we stay consistent in our
preparation and develop-
ment, we'll put ourselves
in a great position this fall”

2026 Schedule

8/29 — Lane College at
Walter Butler Stadium at
6 p.m.

9/5 — Bye Week

9/12 — Keiser University
at Walter Butler Stadium
at 3 p.m.

9/19 — Webber Univer-
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Wildcats to Open 2026 Football Schedule
Against West Tennessee Neighbor

sity at Babson Park, Fla. at
12:30 p.m.

9/26 — University of
Pikeville at Pikeville, Ky.
at 2 p.m.

10/3 — Bye Week

10/10 — Faulker Univer-
sity at Walter Butler Stadi-
um at 1:30 p.m.

10/17 — Cumber-
lands (Ky.) at Walter But-
ler Stadium at 1:30 p.m.
(Homecoming)

10/24 — Georgetown
College at Georgetown, Ky.
at 12:30 p.m.

10/31 — Campbellsville
University at Walter Butler
Stadium at 1:30 p.m. (Se-
nior Day)

11/7 — Lindsey Wilson
University at Columbia, Ky.
at 1:30 p.m.

11/14 — Cumberland
University at Lebanon,
Tenn. at 1:30 p.m.

All times — CST

Watch for season and
game previews later at
www.bethelathletics.com

Vol State runners enjoyed the hospitality at the aid station at McKenzie’s
Farmer’s Market. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Ultramarathon Runners Pass
Through Weakley, Carroll County

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (July 9-11)
— From Thursday to Sat-
urday, scores of ultramar-
athon runners crossed
through Weakley and
Carroll counties as part of
an incredible but grueling
trek across the Volunteer
State.

The Last Annual Vol
State Road Race is a 500k
(314 mile) trek from Dore-
na Landing, Missouri to
Castle Rock, Georgia. The
race begins on Thurs-
day morning each year
(despite the “last” in the
name) with a ferry trip
across the Mississippi.
When the ferry docks, the
runners are off, and they
have ten days to complete
the course. This year, 136
stepped off of the ferry.

Along the way, “road an-
gels” make the trip more
tolerable, whether it’s a
cooler of ice cold water
on the side of the road or
a veritable oasis such as
what McKenzie has offered
for the last decade.

For the last 11 years,
McKenzie’s Farmer’s Mar-
ket has become an aid
station for weary travel-
ers, stocked with some
essentials and temporary
comforts such as water,
Gatorade, light snacks and
cots for sleeping.

Contributing to this
year’s effort were Al Ev-
erett, Chris and Jennifer
Nelson, Richard Ozment,
Todd Walker and Jay
Camp.

Delayed by periods of
intense rain and wind on

Vol State runner Jonathan Garrett (center), a teacher
from East Tennessee, visits the McKenzie Farmer’s
Market aid station and “road angels” Chris Nelson
(left) and Al Everett. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Thursday, the first of the
runners began arriving in
McKenzie late Thursday
night. The bulk of run-
ners passed through on
Friday, and stragglers (at
risk of being paced out of
the race) trickled in early
Saturday.

Many maintain some-
what normal hours, sleep-
ing at night, but many
choose to run more in the
cooler nights and sleep
and rest during the hottest
part of the day.

Although the ranks of
the runners include peo-
ple from all over the world
and of all ages (this year
ranging from 17 to 86),
you'd never know from
the scene at the McKenzie
aid station. Any combi-
nation gathered at a giv-
en moment seems like a
group of old friends. The
same is true for the road
angels and other curious
locals posted at the Farm-
er's Market when runners
stop to take a break.

Late Friday morning,
The Banner spoke to Jona-
than Garrett, a 40-year-old

teacher from East Tennes-
see running the Vol State
for the second time. Last
year, he finished in eight
days and 21 hours.

Garrett has been run-
ning ultramarathons for
about six years, but the
Vol State is the only race
on his resume longer than
100 miles.

The Bradley Central
High School math and
psychology teacher says
when his students learn
of his hobby, they either
think it’s “pretty cool” or
that he’s making it up.

Garrett says he runs be-
cause he likes the chal-
lenge, and he likes the
camaraderie, calling ev-
eryone involved “a great
group of people”

He added, “The road
angels show off how awe-
some the people of Ten-
nessee are.”

As of Monday morning,
lead runner Addison Hen-
dricks was just 12 miles
from the finish, Garrett
was just beyond the half-
way point, and 30 runners
had called it quits.

VEGETABLE
CORN MEDLEY

1 (8 0z.) can whole kernel
corn, drained

2/3 cup milk

2 cups broccoli florets

2 cup cauliflower florets

1 cup shredded cheddar
cheese

Heat corn and milk in
large saucepan over me-
dium heat to boiling and
stir often. Stir in broccoli
and cauliflower florets and
return to boiling. Reduce
heat to low and cover. Cook
for 20 minutes or until veg-

etables are tender and stir
occasionally. Stir in cheese
and heat until cheese melts.
Serves 8.

EASY CORN AND
OKRA GUMBO

1/4 pound bacon

1 pound fresh okra, sliced

2 onions, chopped

1 (15 oz.) can stewed
tomatoes

1 (15 oz.) can whole ker-
nel corn, drained

Rice, cooked

Fry bacon in large skillet
until crisp, drain and set
aside. In same skillet with
bacon drippings, saute
okra and onions but do not
brown. Add tomatoes and
corn and bring to a boil.
Simmer for about 5 to 10
minutes. Serve over hot rice.
Sprinkle bacon over top of

each serving. Serves 6 to 8.

BEEFY RICE
CASSEROLE

1 pound lean ground
beef

3/4 cup white rice

1 (10 oz.) package fro-
zen corn, thawed

1 (10 oz.) can French
onion soup

1 (2.8 o0z.) can french-
fried onions

Preheat oven to 325
degrees. Brown ground
beef, drain and place in
sprayed 3-quart baking
dish. Stir in rice, corn,
onion soup and 1/2 cup
water. Cover and bake
for 30 minutes. Uncover
and sprinkle fried onions
over top of casserole and
return to oven for 15 min-
utes. Serves 5 to 6.

Townes Receives McLean- Pedersen Scholarshlp

PARIS (July 10) — McKenzie High
School graduate Carlton Townes is the
recipient of the 2026 McLean-Pedersen
Endowment Scholarship, the Paris and
Henry County Healthcare Foundation

recently announced.

The McLean-Pedersen Endowment
Scholarship was created to support McK-
enzie High School graduates who pursue
careers in the healthcare field. The schol-
arship totals $6,000, distributed over four
years at $1,500 per year. Eligible fields of
study include nursing, radiology, para-
medic training, physical therapy technol-
ogy and respiratory technology.

Townes will attend the University of
Tennessee at Martin in the fall, where he
plans to obtain a degree in Nursing. His
long-term goal is to become a Certified

Nurse Midwife.

Townes was selected based on his
academic excellence, strong character
and desire to make a difference through
a career in healthcare. His dedication to
helping others and his commitment to his
future goals made him an ideal recipient
of this award, according to the Paris and
Henry County Healthcare Foundation.

To remain eligible for the scholarship,

recipients must maintain a minimum

GPA of 2.75 throughout their college
career, ensuring continued focus and

academic success.

Jennifer Culpepper, president of Paris
and Henry Healthcare Foundation, said,
“We are happy to be able to continue the

Carlton Townes is pictured with Jamie
Emerson and Jennifer Culpepper of
Paris and Henry County Healthcare
Foundation. Submitted photo

tradition of providing scholarships to
students who are pursuing careers in the

medical field. We hope to see these bright

the future.”

young minds bring their skills back home
to care for patients in our community in

Left, Summer Reading Program participants touch animal pelts brought in by
Ranger Jeffrey Johnson. Right, Ranger Jeffrey Johnson kneels to give attendees
a better look at Checkers the corn snake. Photos by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Summer ReadersGet Wlld Then Sophlstlcated

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
& BRAD SAM

banner@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (July
7-11) — Carroll County
Library’s summer reading
program continued last
week with two very differ-
ent events: a wild program
by Natchez Trace State Park
and a sophisticated Tea(-
Rex) Party.

Park Ranger Jeffrey John-
son of Natchez Trace State
Park visited Carroll County
Library Tuesday morning
for what promised to be an
interesting educational pro-
gram. Using pelts of various
animals native or somewhat
common to the northwest
region of Tennessee, Ranger
Johnson taught attendees
about the personalities and
quirks of possums, skunks,
raccoons, river otters, bea-
vers, red foxes, gray foxes,
white tail deer, cougars and
black bears.

Ranger Johnson then
introduced attendees to
Checkers — a live corn
snake who, unfortunately,
had a smelly accident in her
cage before her big reveal.
Although attendees were
unable to touch Checkers,
Ranger Johnson allowed
them to take a peek into
her cage. He held her out
for everyone to see while he
taught attendees the differ-
ences between constrictors
and venomous snakes. At
the end of his presentation,
Ranger Johnson invited at-
tendees to get a closer look
at Checkers, and he allowed

(L to R) Guest presenters Christy Hodge and Dana
Wyatt, Carroll County Library Director Erin Crockett,
clerk Denise Coleman, children’s librarian Grace Haw-
kins and clerk Bianca Juarez hosted the Tea-Rex Party
on Saturday. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

them to touch the many
animal pelts he brought for
display.

On Saturday, the library
hosted a “Tea-Rex Party.”
Library staff were dressed
as dinosaurs and paleon-
tologists, but two special
guests came dressed for a
sophisticated tea party.

Dana Wyatt, art teacher
at Huntingdon High School,
and Christy Hodge, a local
farmer, presented an infor-
mative program about tea
and tea party etiquette.

They spoke about some
different kinds of teas and
tea parties, place settings
and proper use of each
item. They shared stories
and showed photographs
from experiences abroad,
including in England.
Hodge brought a family
heirloom teacup and saucer

and some exotic tea from Is-
rael for the summer readers
to see (and smell).

Wyatt and Hodge also
conducted a simple exper-
iment to show why you can
put lemon or milk in your
tea, but never both. A lem-
on squeezed into a cup of
milk resulted in immediate
curdling.

After the program,
summer readers and oth-
er guests enjoyed a di-
no-themed tea party spread,
complete with finger foods,
tea and desserts.

The Carroll County Li-
brary summer reading pro-
gram concludes this week
with two events. A “Fossil
Dig” is Tuesday, July 14 at
10:30 a.m., and the summer
reading finale celebration is
Friday, July 17 at 10:30 a.m.

McKenzie Library Contrlbutes to Storybook Stroll

UNION CITY (June 27)
— McKenzie Memorial Li-
brary participated in the
Storybook Stroll on Sat-
urday at Discovery Park
of America. The event,
hosted in partnership with
the Obion River Regional
Libraries, transformed Di-
nosaur Hall into a vibrant
hub of literacy-focused
activities following the
theme of summer read-
ing programs at regional
libraries, “Unearth a Sto-
ry.” Pictured are McKenzie
Memorial Library Director
Ceil Pomphrey (left) as a
T-Rex and Assistant Di-
rector Adora Carty as an
asteroid.

*Photo courtesy McKen-
zie Memorial Library
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Left, Rebel quarterback Cole Brown fires a pass during a 7-on-7 against Green-
field. Right, Rebel receiver Avery Brown makes a catch in the end zone during
a 7-on-7 against Greenfield. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKenzie High School Hosts 7-on-7

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (July 9) —
High school football teams
resumed activity this week
following the TSSAA-man-
dated “dead period.” McK-
enzie High School hosted
Obion County Central,
Greenfield and South-
side Thursday morning
for 7-on-7 scrimmages
and strength and skill
competitions.

On the practice field,
squads of seven competed
round-robin style against
each of the others, with
each offense facing each
defense for just over ten
minutes using “touch”
football rules.

Inside the MHS indoor
practice facility, linemen
competed in strength and
skill competitions such
as weightlifting, pushing
sleds, pulling tires, tug of
war and more.

McKenzie Head Coach
Keith Hodge told The Ban-
ner, “This is the time of the
year where you want to
start wrapping up 7-on-7
and start getting into a lit-

tle bit more of a grind with
the O-line and run game.
We thought it would be a
good opportunity to get
linemen involved. Line-
men like to do stuff too,
and everything they do in
the summer kind of gets
monotonous. So, we've
got them in the indoor
[facility], which is fantas-
tic. Gives them plenty of
space to get things done.
To get in there and com-
pete. That’s the main thing
you want this time of the
year. Which kids are gonna
compete, which are not?
You want to stay on top
of that”

Hodge said of his Rebels,
“I feel good about where
we are mentally right now.
I feel like we are mental-
ly where we need to be.
We've got a lot of experi-
ence that’s back. Especially
in our skilled positions.
That's always a good thing.

“We're still building
depth. I think depth is al-
ways the key going for-
ward. How do we build
depth? How do we get oth-
er kids ready that might
not quite be ready to step

up and start? That’s our
job, to get that done.

“So, I like where we are
mentally. Physically, we've
hit the weight room real-
ly hard since January. So
those two things are really
good for us right now.”

He reiterated the fo-
cus of his coaching staff
during the home stretch
of the preseason. “Building
depth. How are we going
to get better? How are we
going to build and increase
our competition and prac-
tice to get our kids ready
to play?”

The Rebels and the oth-
er teams in the area will
continue to move closer
to “full-on” football as the
preseason winds down.

McKenzie hosts scrim-
mages at Bethel Univer-
sity’s Wildcat Stadium on
Friday, July 31 and Friday,
August 7.

The Rebels will partic-
ipate in the Henry Coun-
ty High School jamboree
on Friday, August 14 and
begin the regular season
at Huntingdon on Friday,
August 21.

LOCATION:

Webb School
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JayAnn Johnson (center) in front of her new home in June, when young volun-
teers helped with landscaping ahead of the completion of the build. File photo
by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Habitat for Humanity Dedication is July 19

McKENZIE — Habi-
tat for Humanity of Car-
roll County recently an-
nounced the completion
and upcoming dedication
ceremony for the nonprof-
it’s 24th home.

JayAnn Johnson will re-

ceive the keys to her new
home at 817 Walnut Ave-
nue West in McKenzie on
Sunday, July 19 at 2 p.m.
Ground was broken in
March on the home for
Johnson, a longtime McK-
enzie resident and four-

year Habitat volunteer.
Habitat for Humanity in-
vites everyone who helped
with the project to attend
and join in the celebration.
For more information,
call 731-986-5900 or
731-693-2212.

Edlins Win Gold at Tennessee Senior Olympics

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

WILLIAMSON COUN-
TY, Tenn. (June 19-22)
— Building on their 2025
national appearance, Chris
and Charleace Edlin contin-
ued their athletic success at
the 2026 Tennessee Senior
Olympics this June, collec-
tively earning seven gold
medals.

Over the weekend of June
19-22, the couple traveled
to Williamson County where
they would compete against
hundreds of fellow senior
athletes. Their competitions
took place at Franklin and
Fairview high schools.

Chris, 64, won gold in the
Power Walk, Softball Dis-
tance Throw, Basketball Free
Throw Competition and
Powerlifting. He won silver
in the 800-meter run. He was
scheduled to take part in five
additional events, but a ham-
string injury prevented him
from competing.

Charleace, 71, won gold in
the Javelin Throw, the Discus
Throw and Powerlifting. She
won silver in the Shot Put
contest and bronze in the
Softball Throw.

The couple plans to com-
pete in their second-ever
National Senior Olympics in
2027. There, Chris plans to
compete in the Power Walk,
Basketball Free Throw Com-
petition and Powerlifting.
Charleace plans to compete
in Powerlifting and, possibly,
the Power Walk.

Chris won silver in the
Power Walk during last year’s
national competition.

But the Senior Olym-
pics are about more than
just the medals and the ac-
colades for the Edlins. For
Chris, it's about setting and
achieving personal goals.
For Charleace, it's about the
community.

“Physical exercise is so
good for you,” Chris said,
“and the Senior Olympics
gives you something to
work towards and plan for.
It'’s a good motivator... I'm
a goal-oriented person. I
love to set goals and work
for them”

Still, Chris did admit to be-

Charleace and Chris Edlin brought home a collective
seven gold medals from the 2026 Tennessee Senior
Olympics. Charleace is seen holding a javelin while
Chris holds a discus and a softball. Photo by Lyndsey
Summers/The Banner

ing competitive at event time.

“It’s not like any competi-
tion you ever see,” Charleace
said of the Senior Olympics.
“Everybody’s rooting for each
other. Even if you are com-
peting against each other,
you're still rooting for each
other. That's what I love, that
connection you make with
everyone.’

Charleace spoke of the
many people she has met
since joining the Senior
Olympics community, many
of whom compete while fac-
ing unimaginable adversities.
She spoke of one 90-year-
old woman who, despite a
25-year battle with multiple
sclerosis, competes in run-
ning events year after year.

Chris joined the Senior
Olympics scene in 2012 at
the encouragement of David
Duncan. In his first com-
petition, he recalled being
surprised at how many great
senior athletes there were in
Tennessee. Since then, he
has competed in 13 district
and state competitions.

“There are people who
have been elite athletes all
their lives,” he said, “and
they're still doing it at a level
like a college kid could”

Charleace joined in 2023
and has since competed in
three district and state com-
petitions. She has won every
state competition she has
participated in, according
to Chris.

“It's a package deal with
us,” Chris said. “It’s just not
about me anymore. I'm as
concerned about her doing
itasIam... Ilove to have her
with me as we're training””

Two other McKenzians
competed in the Tennessee
Senior Olympics this year.
Tommy Putman, 85, finished
silver in Golf with a score of
93. David Wood, in his sec-
ond year competing, finished
fourth in the 400-meter and
1500-meter runs in the 70-
74 age division. Wood also
competed in the 100-meter,
200-meter, 50-meter and
800-meter runs.

FOR CARROLL COUNTY

SHERIFF

As your Sheriff, | will modernize the department with body
cameras, utilize zoning to reduce response time county-wide,
reduce recidivism by implementing second chance life skills
programs for inmates, prioritize mental health resources,
and lean on my narcotics background for aggressive drug
enforcement. | will implement these programs while saving
taxpayers money by utilizing grant programs. The citizens of
Carroll County deserve a Sheriff with the proven leadership
experience to be ready on day one.

A SHERIFF FOR ALL OF CARROLL COUNTY

938 Walnut Ave W,
McKenzie, Tennessee 38201 Clothes/ SIS
% Food

In partnership with % School supplies

Community Volunteers and ; :

Stoenlzations Y Haircuts, hairstyles

: : % Hygiene products
For more information: * Undercloth
731-697-5468 LSk iy
Rotary E @Farms > WoodmentLife
A4081/28-2
PLEDGE

| HUMBLY ASK FOR YOUR VOTE FOR SHERIFF ON AUGUST 6, 2026

THE EXPERIENCE TO LEAD

% EXECUTIVE: Current Chief of Police, Former
Assistant Chief and Lieutenant.

¥ SPECIALIZED: K-9 Handler, Narcotics / General
Investigator, Former Clan Lab Technician / Site

Safety Officer.

* TECHNICAL EXPERTISE / INSTRUCTOR: Current
Firearms Instructor, Former General Departmental

Instructor (GDI) and Former Driving School
Instructor and Evidence Custodian.

% BOOTS ON THE GROUND: Patrol Officer, Corporal,

K-9 Handler, and Sergeant.

FULL CIRCLE

LEADERSHIP TRAINING

¥ First Line Leadership Graduate (2014)

¥ SELA Graduate (Southeastern Leadership Academy, 2017)
3 Carroll County Leadership (Class of 2025)

¥ WestStar Leadership Program (Class of 2026)

TOP PRIORITIES

¥ FASTER EMERGENCY RESPONSE: Implement
Strategic County Zoning to ensure rural areas receive
the same fast response as towns.

% MODERN ACCOUNTABILITY & TRANSPARENCY:
Implementing body cameras, increased deputy training
and communication with the public.

¥ FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY: Save taxpayers money
through grants while implementing new programs.

% AGGRESSIVE DRUG ENFORCEMENT: Leveraging years
of experience as a narcotics investigator working with
and alongside local, state and federal agencies.

¥ JAIL REFORM: Reduce recidivism by implementing

“Second Chance” life-skills programs for inmates and
utilizing mental health services.

¥ COMMUNITY INVESTMENT: Launch a county-wide
Shop with a First Responder program.

In April 2001, I fell in love with law enforcement right here in Carroll County. | started my journey as a Reserve Deputy
with the Carroll County Sheriff’s Department, driven by a simple desire to serve. Now, after 25 years and numerous
hours of leadership training, | am coming back to finish where | started — bringing the experience of a Chief back to
the Department that first gave me a badge.

GENERAL ELECTION AUGUST 6, 2026

EARLY VOTING FRIDAY, JULY 17 — SATURDAY, AUGUST 1

Scan the QR code to Like/Follow
Ryan White for Sheriff on Facebook!

PAID FOR BY RYAN WHITE FOR SHERIFF. CARRIE HOLLOWELL, TREASURER.
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