g2 ¢ |oB

(Lto R): Stephanie Slack-Allen, DNP, APRN, PMHNP-BC; Chris Blount, PA-C; Elly Riley,
DO; Lori Holladay, NP; Jill Bennett, NP; Katharine Bullock, FNP; and Emily Ezell, DO.
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McKenzie Purchases Life-Saving Cardiac Equipment

BY JASON AND BRITTANY MARTIN

banner@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (September 3) —
When a person suffers a serious
cardiac emergency, minutes — and
sometimes seconds — can make the
difference between life and death.

The City of McKenzie is working
to make those minutes count with
the purchase of a cardiac monitor
and defibrillator that will allow local
first responders to begin a higher

level of emergency cardiac care while
waiting for an ambulance to arrive.
McKenzie Police and McKenzie
Fire and Rescue have partnered to
purchase a certified refurbished Zoll
X-Series Defibrillator for $19,526.60.
The equipment will provide first re-
sponders with real-time information
about a patient’s condition and help
bridge the critical gap between a
911 call, the arrival of an ambulance
and treatment at Baptist Memorial

Miss Tater Town and Court. Photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner

Tater Town Special

GLEASON — Gleason Gazelle’s
52nd annual Tater Town Special con-
cluded over the weekend following a
week full of events during a very hot
weather week.

Monday, August 31, began with a
block party in downtown Gleason at

6 p.m. It included a costume contest
at 7:30 p.m., children’s chalk art, ka-
raoke, food trucks, and music.
September 1 featured the annual
Tater Town Special Car Show, which
started at 7 p.m. in downtown Glea-
son. The day also included a Power

Hospital-Carroll County.

The purchase comes at no expense
to McKenzie taxpayers. The city is
using money from its Safe Street
account, which consists of revenue
generated by traffic cameras.

A new cardiac monitor would cost
approximately $48,868. By purchas-
ing a certified refurbished unit, the
city saved approximately $29,341.40

See CARDIAC on Page 6

Marks 52nd Year

Wheel Fun Race at 6:30 p.m. at Snider
Park, as well as a Youth Glow Run at
7 p-m. at Snider Park.

Youth Bingo took place on
Wednesday, September 2, at the

See TATER on Page 6

Webb School AIumm Hold Annual Homecommg

MCcKENZIE — The Webb School
Alumni Association hosted its an-
nual homecoming and General
Assembly over Labor Day weekend,
a celebration of the historic institu-
tion that served African American
students throughout Carroll County
for decades.

Webb School’s history began in
the early 20th century as a one-
room schoolhouse known as Book-
er T. Washington High School. In
1927, the name was changed to
Webb School to honor John L.
Webb, whose financial contribu-
tions significantly funded the facil-
ity. Following a devastating fire in
1936, the school community and
McKenzie Mayor Glen King worked
to acquire the vacated 30-acre Mc-
Tyeire College grounds to relocate
the campus.

See WEBB on Page 6
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The Buffalo Soldier Riders were treated to a brief tour of the Webb
School Historical Museum, where one of the riders from Oklahoma,
Daniel Webb, saw a photo of his dad, Buford, who graduated in 1961.
Photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner
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Rodney Wright

Rodney Wright
Arrested in
Cash Saver
Robbery

HUNTINGDON — Rod-
ney Wright is in custody fac-
ing serious charges following
a violent armed robbery at
the local Cash Savers Gro-
cery store late last month.

On August 26, 2026, at

See ROBBERY on Page 6

CENTRAL ELEMENTARY

Debra Robertson

Teacher Faces
Assault Charge
Involving

Pre-K Student

BY JASON R. MARTIN

jmartin@mckenziebanner.com

BRUCETON (September
2) — A Pre-K teacher at Hol-
low Rock-Bruceton Central
Elementary School faces an
assault charge following an

See TEACHER on Page 6

WEAKLEY COUNTY

Khristi Dawn Cunningham

Cunningham
Indicted in
Death of
Deputy

Prosecutors Seek
Death Penalty

DRESDEN (September
1) — A Weakley County
Grand Jury has indicted
Khristi Dawn Cunningham
in connection with the
January shooting death of

See DEPUTY on Page 6
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Webb School’s Class of 1966 was the last class to graduate from the African Ameri-
can school before integration took place in Carroll County. The class was recently
honored on Monday, September 7 during Webb School>s annual Homecoming
Celebration. Picture (L to R): Priscilla Smith, Ike Gilbert Jr., Peggy Hillsman, Neal
Williamson, Joyce Scates, Lindon McCollum and Myra Taylor.

The 2026 McKenzie School Board (L to R) Front Row: Misty Aird, Karen Fowler

and Madelyn Morris. Back Row: Director of Schools Dr. Justin Barden, Matt Lane,
Spiridon Rodits, Brian Stafford, Brian Winston and Chad Brown.

McKenzie School Board Installs New Members

BY JASON R. MARTIN

jmartin@mckenziebanner.com

MCcKENZIE (September
1) — The McKenzie Spe-
cial School District Board
of Education installed four
elected members, elected its
officers and reviewed sev-
eral policy and procedural
changes during its Tuesday,
September 1 meeting in the
MSSD Board Room.

Matt Lane, Spiridon Rodi-
tis, Brian Stafford and Brian
Winston, who were elected
in the August election, were
installed during the meeting.

Following the installation,
the board elected Roditis as
chairman, Winston as vice
chairman and Karen Fowler
as treasurer. Misty Aird was
selected as the Tennessee
Legislative Network repre-
sentative, with Stafford serv-
ing as the alternate.

The board was presented
with updated MSSD travel
regulations covering mileage,
lodging, meals and other re-
imbursable expenses. The
regulations set the standard
mileage reimbursement rate
at 76 cents per mile and al-
low a maximum parking re-
imbursement of $8 per day
without a receipt.

Travel must be approved
in advance by the building

principal, supervisor of in-
struction, food service direc-
tor or director of schools. Re-
ceipts are required for lodg-
ing, conference registration
and miscellaneous expenses
claimed for reimbursement.
Staff members must charge
lodging reservations to the
district credit card and pro-
vide hotels with the district’s
tax exemption certificate.

In-state lodging and meal
reimbursements follow the
federal CONUS rates for Ten-
nessee, with a standard lodg-
ing rate of $110 and a stan-
dard rate of $68 for meals
and incidental expenses.

The board also consid-
ered an MSSD Facility Use
Agreement, with the primary
focus centered on insurance
requirements for outside
organizations using district
facilities.

Related changes to Pol-
icy 3.206, Community Use
of School District Facili-
ties, were considered on
first reading. The proposed
changes included three
amendments. A Facility Use
Agreement must be on file
for requested use and signed
by representatives of both
the district and requesting
organization.

The policy also states
school facilities may not be

used for private profit, with
an exception allowing un-
used facilities to be leased
for private day-care centers
providing educational and
child care services to the
community.

The third amendment ad-
dressed non-school-spon-
sored athletic organizations
receiving permission to use
district facilities. Those orga-
nizations must adhere to all
Tennessee Secondary School
Athletic Association heat and
lightning guidelines during
practices and games.

The board also consid-
ered changes to Policy
4.600, Grading System, on
first reading. Under the pro-
posed change, Advanced
Placement, Cambridge In-
ternational, College Level Ex-
amination Program (CLEP),
International Baccalaureate
and Dual Enrollment courses
would receive an additional
five percentage points.

Director of Schools Jus-
tin Barden presented the
director’s report before
adjournment.

The MSSD Board of Edu-
cation consists of Misty Aird,
Chad Brown, Karen Fowler,
Matt Lane, Spiridon Roditis,
Brian Stafford, Brian Winston
and Madelyn Morris (student
representative).

on Saturday. Photo courtesy of Discovery Park of America

Stair Climbers Honor 9/11 Fallen at Discovery Park

UNION CITY (September
5) — First responders and
community members gath-
ered at Discovery Park of
America Saturday morning
for the annual 9/11 Memorial
Stair Climb, commemorating
the upcoming 25th anniver-
sary of the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks.

The Union City Fire De-
partment partnered with
Discovery Park to host the
observance at Cooper Tower.
Organizers announced be-
fore the event that a record
72 climbers had registered
to participate.

Each participant climbed
the tower’s staircase 10 times,
representing the 110 stories
of the World Trade Center.
The climb was held as a me-

morial rather than a timed
race.

Climbers carried identifi-
cation badges bearing pho-
tographs of first responders
who died during the attacks.
Posters and encouraging
messages created by local
students lined the tower’s
stairwell as participants com-
pleted the tribute.

The event began with a
memorial ceremony hon-
oring those who lost their
lives and those who re-
sponded when the nation
was attacked. Participants
included active and retired
firefighters, law enforcement
officers, military personnel,
emergency medical workers
and other first responders.
Members of the public also

participated in memory of
loved ones who served in
those roles.

The Discovery Park climb
was part of a larger tradition
of memorial stair climbs held
throughout the country. Ac-
cording to the National Fall-
en Firefighters Foundation,
the events honor the 343
New York City firefighters
who died on Sept. 11 as well
as firefighters who later died
from illnesses connected to
their service at the attack
sites.

The annual Union City
event provided participants
and spectators an opportuni-
ty to remember the lives lost
while recognizing the cour-
age and sacrifice of those
who answered the call.

Photo courtesy of Joseph Jones Photography of Paris, Tenn.

Glow Over Paris Lights
Up Eiffel Tower Park

PARIS (September 5) —
Hot air balloons returned
to the Paris skyline on Sat-
urday as hundreds of visi-
tors gathered at Eiffel Tower
Park for Glow Over Paris.

The festival marked the
return of a local tradition
after an absence of approx-
imately three decades. Park-
ing areas surrounding the
park filled as visitors arrived
from across the region and
neighboring states. Vehi-
cles were directed to addi-
tional parking at Memorial
Park Cemetery, Eiffel Tower
Park Extended and the Paris
Civic Center, while others
parked at nearby businesses
and along Jim Adams Drive.

Eight colorful hot air bal-
loons participated in the
event. Several offered teth-
ered rides that lifted passen-
gers above the park, while
others remained anchored
for the evening glow. As
darkness settled over Paris,
burners illuminated the bal-
loons against the backdrop
of the city’s Eiffel Tower.

The festival ran from 5-10
p.m. and also featured food
trucks and live entertain-
ment. Saved by the Music
performed hits from the
1990s from the Fiffel Tower
stage.

High temperatures
presented an additional
challenge during the after-
noon. With the heat index
reaching approximately
106 degrees, the Eiffel Tow-
er Splash Park remained
open free of charge, giving

i

children and adults a place
to cool off throughout the
event.

Glow Over Paris was
presented by the Henry
County Tourism Authority
in partnership with the City
of Paris. City employees and
Paris Police officers assisted
with traffic and parking as
a steady stream of visitors
entered the park.

Henry County Tourism

Photo courtesy of Joseph Jones Photography of Paris, Tenn.

Authority Operations Man-
ager Tara Wilson said or-
ganizers had worked for
nearly a year to bring the
balloon festival back to the
community.

The evening concluded
with the illuminated bal-
loons glowing above the
park, reviving a popular Par-
is tradition and giving a new
generation of attendees an
evening of great memories.

Judicial Status Change Among ltems
On Carroll County Legislative Agenda

HUNTINGDON — A
proposed change concern-
ing the compensation and
full-time status of Carroll
County’s General Sessions
Court judge will be among
the key matters considered
when the Carroll County
Legislative Body meets Sep-
tember 14.

Resolution 9-03-2026 asks
the Tennessee General As-
sembly to enact a private act
concerning the “‘compensa-
tion and full-time status” of
the General Sessions Court
judge of Carroll County.

Carroll County is cur-
rently classified as a Class
4 county for purposes of
General Sessions Court
compensation, a classifica-
tion in which the judge is
considered part-time. Un-
der changes to Tennessee’s
county classification sys-
tem, Class 3 counties will
be those with populations
of more than 30,000, while
Class 4 counties will remain
in the part-time classifica-
tion. The changes are sched-
uled to take effect Septem-
ber 1, 2030.

Carroll County’s popula-
tion was 28,440 in the 2020
Census, while the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau'’s latest estimate
places the county’s popu-
lation at 29,200 as of July
1, 2025. That puts Carroll
County within 800 residents
of the 30,000 threshold that
separates Class 3 and Class
4 under the new classifica-
tion structure.

While the county remains
below that threshold under
the current population fig-
ures, the proposed change
comes as Carroll County’s
population approaches the
Class 3 level and as the Gen-
eral Sessions judge carries
responsibilities beyond the
traditional duties of General
Sessions Court.

Carroll County General
Sessions and Juvenile Court
Judge Michael King presides
over both General Sessions
Court and Juvenile Court.
Carroll Academy, an ado-
lescent intensive day treat-
ment program operated by
the Carroll County Juvenile
Court, lists King as the Car-
roll County General Ses-
sions/Juvenile Court judge.

In addition to those ju-
dicial responsibilities, King
serves as administrator of
Carroll Academy, giving
the position responsibili-
ties that extend beyond the
courtroom.

The General Sessions
Court resolution is one of
six resolutions listed for con-
sideration by the legislative
body.

Also on the agenda are
two resolutions concerning
fire protection services.

Resolution 9-01-2026
would approve a memo-
randum of understanding
concerning fire protection
services in the community
of Buena Vista, accept the
transfer of the Buena Vis-
ta Fire Station property to

Carroll County and autho-
rize the station’s integration
into the Carroll County Fire
Department.

Resolution 9-02-2026
concerns fire protection
services in McLemores-
ville. The measure would
establish an agreement be-
tween Carroll County and
the Town of McLemores-
ville, incorporate those fire
protection services into the
Carroll County Fire Depart-
ment, accept the transfer of
fire department equipment
and apparatus, and autho-
rize the Carroll County Fire
Department to operate the
McLemoresville Fire Station.

The Carroll County Legis-
lative Body also is scheduled
to consider Resolution 9-04-
2026, which would amend
the General Fund budget
for Circuit Court, along with
proposed budget amend-
ments involving the library
and grant fund.

Other business includes
the election of chairman
and chairman pro tempore
of the Carroll County Leg-
islative Body, approval of
legislative body committees,
a presentation by Heather
Pardue concerning North-
wood Drive development,
citizens forum, elections
of notaries and monthly
reports.

The meeting is scheduled
to begin at 7 p.m. September
14 at the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex.
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Fiery I-40 Crash Near Mile Marker 73. Photo Courtesy Action News 5

Fiery I-40 Crash Claims
One Life, Injures Three

JACKSON (September
1) — One person was killed
and three others were in-
jured Tuesday in a fiery
four-vehicle crash on Inter-
state 40 near mile marker
73 west of Jackson that shut
down the interstate’s east-
bound lanes for an extend-
ed period.

According to preliminary
information released by the
Tennessee Highway Patrol,
the crash occurred at ap-
proximately 11:47 a.m. on
I-40 in Madison County.
The collision involved two
commercial trucks, a Nissan
Quest and a Honda Accord.

THP identified the de-
ceased driver as Farahov
Fhsvaisov, 35, of New York.
Fhsvaisov was driving one
of the commercial trucks

involved in the collision.

Three other individuals
were injured in the crash.
Emergency officials report-
ed two of the injured were
airlifted from the scene
to regional hospitals for
treatment. Additional in-
formation concerning the
identities and conditions
of the injured had not been
released.

The collision resulted in
a large fire involving one
of the semi-trucks. Imag-
es from the scene showed
the commercial vehicle
engulfed in flames and ex-
tensive damage to other ve-
hicles involved in the crash.

Madison County Fire
Department personnel
described the wreck as an
extremely serious and dif-

ficult scene as firefighters,
emergency medical per-
sonnel, law enforcement
officers, dispatchers and
other responders worked
for an extended period in
extreme heat.

The cause of the crash
remains under investigation
by the Tennessee Highway
Patrol.

THP’s preliminary find-
ings released following the
crash did not provide a de-
tailed sequence of events
leading to the collision or
indicate whether charges
are expected.

A complete THP crash
report is generally available
approximately seven days
following a collision inves-
tigated by the agency.

Two Men Bound Over to Grand Jury
In Alleged Murder-for-Hire Plot

HENRY COUNTY — A
preliminary hearing con-
cluded with two men held
without bond and bound
over to the next grand jury
following a murder-for-hire
investigation into the death
of Henry County resident
Angela Claxton.

Henry County General
Sessions Judge Chad Cox
presided over the prelimi-
nary hearing.

Kenneth Eugene Clax-
ton, the victim’s husband,
and Travis Ryan, Jr. both
faced Judge Cox following
an investigation that law
enforcement says unraveled
an alleged plot within five
days of the crime.

According to investi-
gators, Kenneth Claxton
allegedly promised Ryan
$80,000 in life insurance
proceeds to carry out the
murder of his wife.

The investigation began
on June 5, when Henry
County deputies respond-
ed to a scene at 425 Cay
Lawrence Road in Buchan-
an. Upon arrival, officers
discovered the body of An-
gela Claxton, who had been
stabbed more than 20 times.

Crucial evidence came
directly from the victim’s
wearable tech. Digital foren-
sics from Angela Claxton’s
smart watch indicated her
estimated time of death was
approximately 2:07 a.m. on
June 4, with only ten steps
logged on the device during
that timeframe. Combin-
ing smart watch movement
metrics with local surveil-
lance video, investigators
from the Tennessee Bu-
reau of Investigation (TBI)
and local law enforcement
pieced together the se-
quence of events.

During court proceed-
ings, a new charge was of-
ficially filed against Ken-
neth Claxton by TBI Special
Agent Joe Hudgins: Crimi-
nal Responsibility to Com-
mit 1st Degree Murder (a
Class A Felony under TCA
39-11-402 and 39-13-202).

Prosecution efforts are
being led by Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Morgan Greer.
Ryan is being represented
by the Public Defender’s
Office, while Claxton has re-
tained private counsel with
the Memphis-based firm of
William Massey & Mariah
McCallister.

Both defendants remain
held without bond. Their
cases are scheduled to
go before the next Henry
County grand jury on No-
vember 2, 2026.

High-Speed Chase Ends in Head-0n
Collision on Huntmgdon Court Square

HUNTINGDON — A dra-
matic multi-agency police
pursuit spanning several
law enforcement jurisdic-
tions ended Wednesday
night after a suspect vehi-
cle sped through Hunting-
don at over 120 mph and
slammed head-on into a ci-
vilian motorist on the town’s
Court Square.

Kristopher Isabell, 25,
evaded law enforcement
in a high-speed chase that
netted him criminal charges
of Reckless Driving, Felony
Possession of Schedule 1I,
VI Drugs, Driving While in
Possession of Meth, Posses-
sion of Drug Paraphernalia,

According to a report
filed by Huntingdon Police
Officer Daniel Inman, the
incident began around 8:54
p.m. on Aug. 19, when lo-
cal authorities were alerted
that a black 2026 Nissan
Pathfinder with temporary
tags was fleeing law enforce-
ment. The driver, identified
as Kristopher Isabell, had
previously evaded both the
Tennessee Highway Patrol
and Carroll County Sherift’s
deputies while speeding
toward Huntingdon along
Highway 70/West Main

Kristopher Isabell

Street.

Carroll County deputies
attempted a spike-strip
roadblock near the gas sta-
tion in the Leach commu-
nity in an attempt to stop
the fleeing vehicle, but the
deployment failed. Officers
then fell into pursuit as Isa-
bell continued toward town,
weaving past traffic at ex-
treme speeds.

As the chase neared the
Huntingdon city limits near
Sunny Slope Hill, radar
clocked the Pathfinder at
125 mph. Isabell continued
to rocket down West Main
Street, blowing through the
Veterans Drive intersection
atroughly 115 mph. Shortly
after passing the intersec-
tion, Isabell momentarily

lost control of the vehi-
cle, but regained traction
and drove directly into the
Huntingdon Court Square.

Upon reaching the
square, Isabell turned left
into the roundabout—driv-
ing against the designated
one-way traffic—and struck
an oncoming civilian ve-
hicle driven by Katherine
White head-on.

Following the crash, offi-
cers from the Huntingdon
Police Department drew
their duty weapons and or-
dered the occupants out.
When attempts to shatter
the Pathfinder’s windows
failed, officers moved in as
the passenger door opened.
Inman attempted to appre-
hend Isabell, who actively
fought and resisted officers.
The struggle ended after
a Huntingdon officer de-
ployed a Taser, striking Is-
abell in the back with four
probes and allowing officers
to place him in handcuffs.

Despite the extreme
speeds and the head-on
crash, emergency respond-
ers reported no injuries at
the scene among Isabell, his
passenger, or White.

Henry County Inmate Captured
After Leaving Work Detail

PARIS (September 2) —
Henry County Jail inmate was
returned to custody Wednes-
day morning after authorities
said he walked away from an
assigned work detail, prompt-
ing a search and request for
assistance from the public.

Kodie Hensley reportedly
left his work detail at approx-
imately 7 a.m. in the area
of County Home Road and

the Highway 218 Bypass in
Henry County. At the time he
left, Hensley was reportedly
wearing a long-sleeve blue
T-shirt and jeans.

The Henry County Sherift’s
Office alerted the public and
requested assistance locating
Hensley.

Authorities later an-
nounced Hensley had been
captured and returned to

custody. The Sheriff’s Office
thanked members of the
public for their assistance in
the search.

Hensley was serving time
in the Henry County Jail for
violation of probation stem-
ming from drug charges.

Following Wednesday's in-
cident, Hensley was charged
with escape and is being held
without bond.

Dresden Senior Honored for Military Commitment

DRESDEN (September
4) — Dresden High School
senior and football player Ig-
nacio Becerra was recognized
before Friday's game against

West Carroll for enlisting in
the Army National Guard.
Recruiters joined Becerra
on the field for a ceremoni-
al swearing-in. Head Coach

Justin Cruse praised Becerra’s
character and willingness to
serve others, saying the senior
has represented the Dresden
football program well.

McKenzie Council to Consider
Planning Commission Appointments

McKENZIE — The McK-
enzie City Council will meet
Thursday, September 10,
at 6 p.m. with a Tennessee
Volunteer Firefighter Equip-
ment and Training Grant
and two appointments to
the McKenzie Planning
Commission among the

items on the agenda.

Under new business,
the council will discuss
and consider approval of
the Tennessee Volunteer
Firefighter Equipment and
Training Grant.

The council will also
consider appointing Al Ev-

erett and Brennan Smith
to a three-year term on
the McKenzie Planning
Commission.

The meeting concludes
with reports from city de-
partment heads and com-
ments from members of the
McKenzie City Council.

Terry Community Rallies to Restore
Water Access to Terry Community Park

Residents and supporters
of Terry Community Park
are coming together to solve
a critical issue that has left
local recreation grounds
without running water. Af-
ter the park’s primary water
source was cut off, organiz-
ers launched a fundraising
campaign aimed at funding
the installation of a new well
on the premises.

To help meet their goal,
the community will host a
Fundraiser Day on Saturday,
September 12, 2026, directly
at Terry Community Park.
The family-friendly event
will feature a wide range of

activities, including a giant
water slide, a bounce house,
live music performance, and
interactive games. Conces-
sion offerings will include
barbecue, barbecue bologna,
hamburgers, and hot dogs.

Park supporters empha-
size that restoring water
service is essential to main-
taining basic amenities for
children utilizing the play-
ground, baseball fields, and
soccer areas.

How to Support the Cause

For individuals interested
in contributing to the well
installation project, organiz-

ers have established several
donation channels:

In Person / Direct Depos-
it: Cash or check donations
can be dropped off directly
at Carroll Bank & Trust.

Venmo: Digital contribu-
tions can be sent via Venmo
to @Wanda-Tidwell-5 (veri-
fication phone digits: 0610).

Mail / Check: Checks
should be made payable to
The Terry Community Park
(In Care of Wanda Tidwell)
and mailed to:

Wanda Tidwell, 1445 Lit-
tle Grove Road, Lavinia, TN
38348

Drummond Sentenced to Nine
Years in 2023 Prison Attack Case

TIPTONVILLE (August
31) — Austin Drummond
was sentenced Monday to an
effective nine years in prison
following his July conviction
on charges stemming from
a 2023 altercation at North-
west Correctional Complex
in Lake County.

Circuit Court Judge Mark
Hayes sentenced Drum-
mond to nine years for
attempted voluntary man-
slaughter and nine years for
possession of a weapon in a
penal facility. Both are Class
C felonies. The sentences will
be served concurrently, giv-
ing Drummond an effective
nine-year sentence.

The sentencing hearing
was held in Lake County Cir-
cuit Court.

Drummond was original-
ly charged with attempted
first-degree murder in con-
nection with the August 2023
prison incident. His two-day
trial was moved from Lake
County to Carroll County
because of extensive public-
ity surrounding Drummond.

A Carroll County jury re-
turned its verdict July 24 after
approximately two hours of
deliberation. Jurors did not
convict Drummond of at-
tempted first-degree murder,
instead finding him guilty of
the lesser-included offense
of attempted voluntary man-
slaughter. He was also con-
victed of possessing contra-
band in a penal facility.

The state’s case centered
on an altercation involving
Drummond, co-defendant
Andre Brown and fellow
inmate Timothy Singleton
at Northwest Correctional
Complex.

During the trial, Singleton
testified that he was talking
on the telephone when the
altercation began and that he
was stabbed approximately
17 times. Medical testimony
presented to the jury doc-
umented injuries including
wounds to his hand, arm,
shoulder, scalp and back.
Singleton received treatment
outside the correctional fa-
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Austin Drummond

cility before returning to the
prison.

Surveillance video from
inside the facility was also
introduced as evidence.

Drummond testified in
his own defense and main-
tained that he acted out of
fear for his safety. He said he
believed Singleton intended
to attack him and disputed
the state’s characterization
of the incident. The defense
also questioned the number
and severity of the wounds
described during testimony.

Drummond continued
to maintain his self-defense
position during Monday’s
sentencing hearing. After
receiving permission to ad-
dress the court, he read a
prepared statement describ-
ing his view of the conditions
and violence within the pris-
on system and again said he
believed he was in danger at
the time of the 2023 incident.

The state sought a sub-
stantially longer sentence.
Prosecutors asked Hayes to
sentence Drummond as a
Range 11l offender and sought
14 years on the attempted
voluntary manslaughter con-
viction and 10 years on the
weapons conviction.

Defense attorney Drew
Farmer argued Drummond
should be sentenced as a
Range II offender and sought
an eight-year sentence.

Hayes ultimately classified
Drummond as a Range II
offender and imposed nine
years on each conviction,
with the sentences running
concurrently.

During the hearing, Hayes

addressed the prevalence
and seriousness of violence
inside correctional facilities
and its effect on both inmates
and correctional employees.

The court also imposed a
$1,000 fine on each convic-
tion. According to reporting
from the sentencing hearing,
the fines were suspended.

Following the hearing,
Farmer said the defense
continues to disagree
with the jury’s finding of
guilt but considered the
sentence imposed by the
court reasonable under the
circumstances.

The defense plans to file
a motion for a new trial. A
hearing is scheduled for No-
vember 23 in Lake County
Circuit Court. Such a motion
is a procedural step neces-
sary to preserve issues for a
potential appeal.

Brown was also sentenced
Monday for his involvement
in the 2023 incident. A Car-
roll County jury found him
guilty in July of facilitation of
attempted voluntary man-
slaughter and acquitted him
of possessing contraband in
a penal facility.

Hayes sentenced Brown
to six-and-a-half years. His
sentence will run consecu-
tively to the prison sentence
he was already serving.

The prison case is separate
from the pending criminal
prosecution against Drum-
mond involving the July 29,
2025 deaths of four people
in Lake County.

Drummond is charged
with first-degree murder
in the deaths of James Wil-
son, 21; Adrianna Williams,
20; Cortney Rose, 38; and
Braydon Williams, 15. Those
charges remain pending, and
Drummond is presumed in-
nocent of the charges unless
and until proven guilty in
court.

Prosecutors have filed no-
tice that they intend to seek
the death penalty in the qua-
druple-homicide case. A trial
date has not been set.
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Things In My Head with Charles Manfredi
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THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON

Over The River and

“Over the river and through the
woods” — it’s a phrase that makes
me sing the song, a song that re-
minds me of the coming holidays.

But it’s also a phrase full of dra-
matic symbolism.

Have you ever been on the oth-
er side of the river and lost in the
woods? A river so wide it seemed
impossible to cross, and woods so
thick no light could penetrate it?

Are you there at this moment?

Don't feel bad. It’s easy to get lost.

Divorce, death of a loved one,
drugs, alcohol, betrayal, cancer, los-
ing a job, financial crisis, family
trouble, trauma. I could go on, but
you get my point—there are lots of
circumstances that cause us to lose
our way. The funny thing about that
is you don’t realize you're getting
lost until you are lost.

So, how are you supposed to get
un-lost? Simply put, you must trav-
el “over the river and through the
woods.

Easy to say.

Through the Woods

Hard to do.

In the song the thing that makes
it worth the effort to travel “over
the river and through the woods” is
the destination: “to grandmother’s
house we go.” For you the “grand-
mother’s house” might literally be
rejoining your grandmother, or it
might be other loved ones who are
waiting and looking for you. May-
be your destination is a life of so-
briety and wholeness, or a better
job, or a healthy, loving relation-
ship with someone. Or perhaps
your focus is on an other-worldly
destination—heaven.

Whatever it is, keeping focused
on the destination reminds you that
whatever it takes to get there will be
worth it in the end. Instead of de-
spairing about how hard the journey
is, be thankful for the destination
that’s awaiting you.

* Taken from The Wit and Wisdom
of David Johnson, Volume III: A Har-
rowing Halloween Tale

OPINION - GENERAL

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

Come Watch the Parade with Me

For some, it might be the
long-gone City Café. Or the
Polar Bar. Or Freemen'’s
Menswear. Or maybe you re-
member buying some choc-
olate-covered peanuts at the
Ben Franklin 5 & 10 Cent
Store. Or a spiral notebook
for going back to school from
the Golden Rule. Or shop-
ping for a Christmas toy in the
basement of J. A. Abernathy’s
Hardware....

We all enjoyed these hal-
lowed, hallmark spots, and
that is only the tip of the ice-
berg. I haven’t mentioned
the Dixie Coffee Cup, Robert
Hall's Western Auto, Pate’s
Jewelry, or Dr. Holmes'’s small
office on Main Street where so
many of us were born.

We each have our sacred
places.

My favorite spot in the
whole town was a park bench
on the square, facing Cedar
Street. You could watch all the
people hurrying in and out of
the U-Tote-Em Grocery Store.
You could clearly see the traf-
fic obeying the light down
where Cedar intersected with
Main. And you got to wave to
every passing car.

The Park Theatre was just
across the street to my right.
Me, and Hoppy, Gene, and
Roy chased bad guys plumb
off that silver screen every
Saturday afternoon. That
magical place brought excite-
ment, drama, fear, laughter,
love...and life, into my televi-
sionless world.

But the building that really
brought us all together was
the McKenzie High School.
Good merciful Heavens, the
hours we all toiled fighting
the educational wars in that
old three-story edifice! Miss
Polly was an institution. Mr.
Paschall would be asking
one of the Doyle brothers if
he “just came to school to-
day to be entertained?” Arlie
(Chuck) Berry and his rocking
amoebas would have us light-
ing up those Bunsen burners.
Mrs. Carter actually knew the
difference between sine and
cosine.

I was sitting in the library
on that fateful day in Novem-

ber when Coach Smith came
over the loudspeaker, as sol-
emnly as a man ever spoke,
telling us that the President
of the United States had been
shot.

I can still hear the silence
when he finished.

I fell in love for the first time
in that revered building. I was
a plain-looking, struggling
sophomore. She was a beau-
tiful, nice, popular, friendly,
wonderful, gorgeous senior.
And yet, she turned aside to
notice me. Wow! You don't
ever forget times like that....

And we are all in luck be-
cause Brad Camp and the
McKenzie High School Alum-
ni Association are inviting us
back HOME to relive those
wonderful days of yester-
year all over again. Miss Poly
would quickly tell us that “all
over again” is redundant but
this is so important, I'm tell-
ing you twice!

It is OUR high school re-
union. It's going to take place
the weekend of September
24-26. I went last year and
had the time of my life. It is
like being 18 all over again!
And that is never a bad thing.

If you attended McKenzie
High School at any time, mo-
ment, year, decade, century,
you are invited. We don’t want
anyone to miss this!

There are class reunions,
the parade, a golf tournament,
videos of things that you will
remember, and an unbeliev-
able McKenzie High School
Historical Exhibit that you
might even be in. The exhibit
features old uniforms, pro-
grams, letters, pictures, stories
from different eras, and other
priceless memorabilia. It is a
highlight for sure.

But the whole weekend is
just one wonderful memory
after another. Plus, I want to
see you. I want to tell you the
story about Leon putting one
of Mr. Archie Moore’s cows
into the high school audito-
rium. I want to tell you how
Coach Scott EXPECTED me to
tackle Bob Cassidy every day
at football practice! I want to
explain to you how the light
normally atop the police car

managed to get hooked up
to the jukebox out at Frank’s
Dairy Bar.

I want to hear your stories!

I will be easy to find. I'll
be the guy having the most
fun. And if I can still fit into
my old football jersey, I will
have it on. I will definitely be
at the tailgate party on Friday
night before the game. That is
another highlight, just having
us all together in one spot.

I am trying to talk Brad into
letting me lead a “walking
tour” of McKenzie like we are
all back in 1964. You can't
miss that!

And I need your help in per-
suading Brad and the Alumni
Committee into showing a
Saturday afternoon double
feature at the Park Theatre—
we could open the box office
at 12:30 p.m. and charge 15
cents, just like the glory days.
Any western will do. But I
wouldn’t mind watching the
original Parent Trap with Hay-
ley Mills and Hayley Mills. An-
other instant love for me the
first time (1961) she appeared
in OUR movie house.

If you have any questions
about the reunion, call Brad.
He’s got all the answers!

But I can tell you for sure,
Wesley Beal will be there. And
Martin Paschall. Ann Carol
McCaleb, Susie Branon, Joyce
Moore, LaRenda Bradfield,
and the Joyner sisters. Any
one of them is worth making
the trip back just to spend a
few moments with.

And I will be at my favorite
place in the park when the pa-
rade starts. Please come and
sit with me. We will talk about
fast times at McKenzie High
when Levi’s, ducktails, fender
skirts, bobby socks, and hula
hoops reigned supreme.

And listen, here is the
best thing about the whole
weekend: they will give you
a nametag at most every
event...so you won't forget
who you are....

I Love This Town,Kes
(Class of 65)
kesley45@aol.com

Bath & Body Works to
Open at Paris Crossing

PARIS — Bath & Body
Works will open its new
Paris location Saturday,
September 12, at the Paris
Crossing retail center.

Crews are completing
work inside the store while
newly hired employees
prepare for the opening.
The store is located at
1929 Mineral Wells Avenue
near the intersection of
Mineral Wells Avenue and
the Highway 218 Bypass.

The retailer offers
body lotions, fragranc-
es, candles, hand soaps,
sanitizers and other per-
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Paris Landing Arts and Crafts Festival is September 12-13

-care and home-fra-
Bath & Body Works
businesses operating at

Hobby Lobby, PetSmart,
Burlington, T.J. Maxx, Ulta
Beauty, Rack Room Shoes
and Five Below. Construc-

center’s Aldi grocery store.

A larger grand-open-
ing celebration for Paris
Crossing is expected af-
ter all the businesses at
the retail development are
operating.
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Call 731.352.3323

We do the legwork to keep you informed.
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The 26th annual Paris Lakeway
Kiwanis Club Arts and Crafts Festival
at Paris Landing State Park features
over 115 local and regional crafters
displaying and selling their hand-
made and hand-crafted items. The
setting at Paris Landing State Park
provides visitors with great views

while shopping. There will also be
food and beverage vendors, as well
as a petting zoo. Admission and
parking are free.

The following are the food trucks
that will be there: Perry’s BBQ, Hand-
held Food Truck, Cash’s Wood-Fired
Pizza, Carmack’s Food Trailer, Amaz-

ing Eats and Carnival Treats, Lemon-
ades and More, Nana’s Treats, Krazy
Kones, and Smoochies Lemonade.

Hours for the Festival are: 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday and 10 to 4 p.m.
Sunday.

For more information, call Paris
Landing State Park at 731-333-7786.

Wallace and Company Delights Crowd at Park Theatre
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McKENZIE (September 3) — The Nights on Broadway concert series relocated inside the historic Park Theatre
to beat the heat on Thursday. Wallace and Company delighted the crowd with a mix of classic rock and coun-
try music on the McKenzie Banking Company stage. Audience members danced and enjoyed concessions.
The band 24/7 will take the stage on September 17 at 7 p.m. Photo by Brittany Washburn Martin/The Banner
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SEPTEMBER 11 FLAG
COMMEMORATION

Dresden and Gleason
will commemorate Sep-
tember 11 during a pre-
game flag ceremony at the
Dresden-Gleason football
game in Dresden. A gi-
ant flag will be displayed
during the ceremony.
Woodman Life sponsors
the flag.

SONIC SPIRIT NIGHT

Mark your calendars for
Wednesday, September
16 from 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.!
It’s Sonic Spirit Night in
McKenzie and 15 percent
of sales benefit McKenzie’s
Shop with a First Respond-
er Christmas program.
DoorDash, UberEats, app
orders, etc. count towards
the money raised. The par-
ticipating Sonic is located
at 15755 Highland Drive,
McKenzie, TN 38201.
All proceeds go towards
providing local children
with presents for Christ-
mas from Mckenzie Police
and Fire. Come show your
support!

SALSA LESSONS
FROM WORLD-FAMOUS
DANCERS

Bethel University Global
Studies presents world-fa-
mous Swing Latino, which
is teaching salsa lessons
at Bethel in the Vera Low
Center Boardroom. The
event is conducted via
Zoom on Monday, Sep-
tember 14, at 5:30 p.m.
Swing Latino performed
during the halftime show
of the Super Bowl. Now,
they are teaching the Beth-
el and McKenzie commu-
nity how to dance the
salsa.

Swing Latino is from
Cali, Colombia, a city
where Bethel students
serve each March at a lo-
cal Cumberland Presby-
terian-sponsored school,
teaching students. Two
Bethel graduates start-
ed the school. Cali was
recently damaged by an
earthquake.

BU Global Studies trav-
els the world with local
high school students, col-
lege students, and alumni,
and approved communi-
ty members. Come and
learn how to salsa, and
learn more about BU’s
Global Studies. For more
information, contact Stacie
Freeman at freemans@
bethelu.edu.

IRIS FESTIVAL
HARVEST DAY

Dresden Iris Festival's
Harvest Day is October
24, 4-8 p.m. on the Court-
house Lawn in Dresden.
The event includes pump-
kin decorating, music, food
trucks, and a dunking
booth.

FAIRVIEW
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
HOMECOMING

Homecoming at Fair-
view Missionary Baptist
Church, 1375 Fairview
Church Rd, McKenzie, is
on Sunday, September 13.
The Gospelaires sing at
10 a.m. Preaching is at 11
a.m. A fellowship meal will
follow the service.

FIRST RESPONDERS
TO BE HONORED
BY LAKESIDE
SENIOR LIVING

Lakeside Senior Living
Community will honor
first responders for their
service on September 11.
This is a time to thank first
responders in commem-
oration of September 11,
2001.

Between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m., first
responders can visit Lake-
side, 390 Dr. Smith Drive,
McKenzie, to receive free
coffee, juice, pastry, and
fruit, and lots of gratitude
from the residents and
staff. No RSVP required.

SHOP WITH A FIRST
RESPONDER SHOOT
SEPTEMBER 12

McKenzie Fire/Rescue
and McKenzie Police De-
partment are hosting McK-
enzie Shop with a First Re-
sponder Shoot fundraising
event on September 12,
2026 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at Carroll County Shooting
Sports Park at 680 McA-
doo Cemetery Lane in
Huntingdon, Tenn. to raise
money for McKenzie Shop
with a First Responder that
happens in December.

Please consider donat-
ing to help children in
McKenzie have a great
Christmas.

The link to donate is
https://cash.app/$Shop-
withfirstResp?qr=1

For more info, contact
McKenzie Fire 731-352-
3306 or McKenzie Police
731-352-2265.

McKENZIE ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION
DECADES REUNION

Plans are underway for
the third annual MHSAA
Decades Reunion week-
end on September 25-26.
All MHS alumni are in-
vited to return to McK-
enzie to reconnect with
friends, classmates, and
former teachers through
many reunions and other
planned events. Updates
on the upcoming week-
end will be on the alumni
association’s Facebook site
and in The McKenzie Ban-
ner. For more information,
email mckenziehsalumni.
tn@gmail.com.

THE BREAKFAST
CLUB AT HOMETOWN
HEALTH CLINIC

Everyone is invited to
The Breakfast Club every
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m.
for coffee, snacks, mingling
and a light activity. Take
the chance to connect and
socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light
exercise and fun! Bring a
friend and come make new
ones at Hometown Health
Clinic - Pediatrics/Special-
ty Entrance. We can’t wait
to see you there!

CARROLL HUMANE
SOCIETY EVENTS,
NEWS

Cat Vouchers

Cat spay/neuter vouch-
ers are always available for
$60. To purchase by phone
for use at Paris Vet Clin-
ic, call 731-514-0878 and
leave a message. These
are available to anyone
regardless of residency. We
now offer cat vouchers to
Carroll County residents
for $60 at the Huntingdon
Animal Clinic. These must
be purchased in person at
the shelter with cash or
card, and proof of residen-
cy is required. However,
Carroll Co. residents can
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still use Paris Vet Clinic if
preferred.

MHS TITLE I/PARENT
INVOLVEMENT
MEETING

The annual McKenzie
High School Title I /Parent
Involvement meeting is
Thursday, September 10
at 6:30 p.m. in the McKen-
zie High School Library.
All parents are invited
to attend. For questions,
please contact Carol Nan-
ney (MHS Parent/Family
Engagement Coordinator)
at 731-352-2133 or nan-
neyc@mckenzieschools.
org.

McKENZIE TOPS
MEETS WEEKLY

Win over weight with
support and encourage-
ment by meeting with
the McKenzie Chapter of
TOPS (Take Off Pounds
Sensibly) each Monday
at 3 p.m. in the McKenzie
Church of Christ gymna-
sium. The first meeting is
free. For more information,
call 731-352-7309. If no
answer, leave a message.

MONTHLY GENEALOGY
GROUP AT GORDON
BROWNING MUSEUM

A Genealogy Group
meets at the Gordon
Browning Museum, 640
North Main Street, McKen-
zie, the first Wednesday of
each month at 2 p.m.

CARROLL COMMISSION
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Com-
mission meets the second
Monday of each month
at 7 p.m., in the Confer-
ence Room of the Carroll
County Office Complex,
High Street, Huntingdon.
No meetings in February
and July.

CARROLL COUNTY
DEMOCRATIC PARTY
MEETS MONTHLY

The Carroll County
Democratic Party meets
the second Saturday of
every month at 10 am. at
the Carroll County Com-
plex at 625 High Street,
Huntingdon.

ADULT EDUCATION
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location —
Adult Education Building,
14155 Paris Street. Office
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30
p.-m. Classes are offered
for one-on-one instruction
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON.
For more information,
phone 731-364-5481.
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BrRuMMITT-M CKENZIE

FUNERAL HOME

Our funeral plans have the protection by the
State of Tennessee through Tennessee
Pre-Paid Funeral Benefits Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222
Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811
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LASER TAG

High-tech fun in our arena.

McKenzie

FunZone
=/ Family Fun for All Ages! S}

NERF BATTLES

Bring your team. Bring your game.

10% OFF

)
GEL BLASTERS

@
*‘0 Fast-paced and exciting.

FOR EVERYONE
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TODDLER LASER TAG

Made just for our youngest players.

AXE THROWING

Test your aim. Hit the target.

%) 12915 Hwy 79, McKenzie, TN | n Facebook: McKenzieFunZone
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SHANE THOMAS
BARKSDALE
1985 — 2026

Funeral services for
Shane Thomas Barksdale
were Saturday, Septem-
ber 5, 2026, at 2 p.m. at
Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home. The family
received friends on Friday,
September 4, 2026, from
5-8 p.m., and on Saturday,
from 10 a.m. until service
time. Interment followed
at Mt. Olivet Cemetery,
McKenzie.

Mr. Barksdale, 41, died
at Baptist Memorial Hospi-
tal-Carroll County on Tues-
day, September 1, 2026. He
was born on May 2, 1985, in
Jackson, Tenn., to Mark and
Ann Spellings Barksdale.

He is a graduate of McK-
enzie High School, Class
of 2004, a member of First
Baptist Church McKenzie,
and the owner of Barks-
dale Lawn Service. Shane
enjoyed hunting, fishing,
and tubing on the lake. He
loved taking his kids with
him most of all.

He is survived by his par-
ents, Mark and Ann Barks-
dale of McKenzie; his part-
ner, Kristian Kornegay; one
son, Drake Barksdale; four
daughters, Isabella Barks-
dale, Tynleigh Kornegay,
Riley Barksdale, and Av-
ery Barksdale; one brother,
Shay (Christine) Barksdale;
a niece, Kaydynce Barks-
dale; and a nephew, Barrett
Barksdale. He is preceded
in death by his sister, Shelby
Barksdale.

Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home has charge of
the arrangements.

MARIE DUNNING
1935 — 2026

McKENZIE — Funeral
services for Marie Kelly
Dunning were Sunday,
September 6, 2026, at 2
p.m. at Brummitt-McK-
enzie Funeral Home. In-
terment followed at Enon
Cemetery.

Mrs. Dunning, 91, was
born April 15, 1935, in
Huntingdon, to the late
Romey Kelly and Lucille
Woodard Kelly. Her parents
died when she was a child,
and she was raised by her
aunt and uncle, Gertrude
and T.J. Crossno, who also
preceded her in death.

Known affectionately as
“Mama Re” by her family
and friends, Marie lived a
long and full life surround-
ed by those she loved. She
graduated from Hunting-
don High School in May
1953 and married her true
love, Ottis Ray Dunning, on
July 11, 1953.

In addition to her hus-
band and parents, she was
preceded in death by her
brother, Tommy Kelly and
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Jim Adams Drive
Paris, TN * 642-1696

COYOTE VS. ACME (PG)

Tues. 7:25
Wed. 7:25
Thurs. 7:25

BY ANY MEANS (R)

Tues. 7:30
Wed. 7:30
Thurs. 7:30

SPIDER-MAN:
BRAND NEW DAY (PG-13)
Tues. 7:35

Wed. 7:35
Thurs. 7:35

THE END OF OAK STREET
(PG-13)
Tues. 7:30

Wed. 7:30
Thurs. 7:30

THE DOG STARS (R)

Tues. 7:35
Wed. 7:35
Thurs. 7:35

INSIDIOUS: OUT OF THE
FURTHER (PG-13)
Tues. 7:25

Wed. 7:25
Thurs. 7:25

INFOLINE
731-642-7171

All Movies Now in
Digital DLP/HD

his wife, Sue; and a nephew,
Tony Kelly.

Those left to cherish
Marie’s memory include
her two daughters, Dix-
ie (Jimmy) Jobe of Dover,
Tenn., and Daveeda (Clay)
Clayton of Hughes, Arkan-
sas; three grandsons, 12
great-grandchildren; seven
great-great-grandchildren,
with two more expected
soon; along with other fam-
ily members and friends
who loved her dearly.

Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home was in charge
of the arrangements. If you
need further information,
please contact 731-352-
4848 or brummittmcken-
ziefuneralhome.com.

SARA BERLEAN
BURNS
1932 — 2026

BRUCETON — Mrs. Sara
Berlean Burns, 94, of Bruce-
ton died Thursday, August
27, 2026, at the Life Care
Center of Bruceton.

Funeral services were
Saturday, September 5,
in the Chapel of Bruceton
Funeral Home with Bro.
Steve Davis officiating.
Burial was in the Prospect
Cemetery.

Berlean was born April
7, 1932, in Benton County
to the late Yancy Fields and
Julia Ann Cole Fields. Other
than her parents she was
also preceded in death by
her husband, John Dennis
(J.D.) Burns.

She is survived by her
son, John Burns Jr. of Bru-
ceton; two grandchildren,
Annamarie McWilliams
(Andrew) of Toney, Ala-
bama, and John Daniel
Burns (Kayla Beth) of Au-
gusta, Georgia; and three
great grandchildren, John
Daniel Burns Jr., Everett Al-
len Burns, and Hazel Marie
McWilliams.

DONNA WALKER
1959 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mrs.
Donna Walker, 67, of
Huntingdon, died Thurs-
day, September 3, 2026, at
Tri-Star Centennial Medical
Center in Nashville.

Funeral Services were
Saturday, September 5,
2026, in the Chapel of Dil-

day-Carter Funeral Home.
Interment was at Jones
Cemetery in Parkers Cross-
roads, Tenn.

Donna was born April
12, 1959, in Huntingdon,
to the late Lee Newsome
and Tommye Jo New-
some. In addition to her
parents, she is preceded in
death by her brother, Ricky
Newsome.

She is survived by her
husband, Glen Walker of
Huntingdon; one daugh-
ter, Felicia (Ethan) Hind-
man-Joyner of Yuma, Tenn,;
two sons, Joshua Hindman
of Huntingdon and Marcus
(good friend, Jordan King)
Hindman of Huntingdon;
two brothers, Roger (Bar-
bara) Newsome and Gary
Wayne Newsome both
of Huntingdon; and six
grandchildren.

Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

FREDDIE MOON
1957 — 2026

MCcKENZIE — Mr. Fred-
die Moon, 69, of McKen-
zie died Friday, August 28,
2026, at his residence.

There are no arrange-
ments to announce.

Freddie was born January
9, 1957, in Kenton, Tenn.,
to the late Floyd Moon and
Annie Kate Moon. In ad-
dition to his parents, he is
preceded in death by two
brothers, Floyd Jr. Moon
and Frankie Moon; and one
sister, Gladys.

He is survived by his wife,
Marilyn Moon; one daugh-
ter, Christie (Trey Mitchell)
Smothers; two sons, James
(Amanda) Moon and Rich-
ard (Misty) Moon; one sis-
ter, Linda Forrest; eleven
grandchildren and eleven
great-grandchildren.

Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home.

HUge Cactus

and Potted House Plant

Small, Large
ale Ornamental
to Decorative

\Q?; 16 Johnson Street

Trezevant — Follow

J Signs at Light 1/4 Mile

20% OFF with this ad
“oben 7 Days”

Licensed Plant Dealer:
TN Dept. of Agriculture

A4192/36-4

GREENFIELD
MONUMENT WORKS
Est. 1900

731.235.2293

GREENFIELDMONUMENTWORKS.COM

When you're ready, we're here.
No letters, no agents.

Traditional & Custom Headstones
Etchings * Benches * Pet Markers
Cremation Memorials * And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45
Greenfield, TN 38230

A100/TF

Honoring
a Lifetime

§

%‘*@Wv

Stones For Your Loved Ones

Largest Display of Memorials in W. Tennessee

“GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES”
Henry County Monument Works

1203 S. Dunlap St., Paris, Tenn. 38242
THE TRAVIS FAMILY e Serving this area since 1924

731-642-2885 * www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

Frontier

FOUNDATION
& CRAWL SPACE @epalr

$""BA55M£ ,

.

CONCRETE SALE!
SELECT YOUR SAVINGS

CONCRETE LABOR

"FREE_

'CONCRETE SEALANT

FREE LABOR: Equal to no more than 11% of concrete project total. Cannot be combined with
any other offer or promotional financing. Must be presented at time of inspection. Limitations
may apply. Expires 9/30/2026.

FREE SEALANT: Free Sealant Pro when you purchase 2-part concrete protection system
to stabilize or lift and seal cracks. Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotional
financing. Must be presented at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 9/30/26.

IEIIE

SCAN Me!

7% 844-978-3001

il FrontierFoundations.com

FOUNDATIONS - CRAWL SPACES - BASEMENTS - CONCRETE
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Cardiac

...From Front Page

while obtaining the capabil-
ities needed by McKenzie’s
emergency responders.

McKenzie Fire Chief Brian
Tucker said the refurbished
designation should not be
confused with simply pur-
chasing used equipment. The
unit must pass inspection and
certification requirements
and essentially combines an
existing exterior housing with
replaced or renewed internal
components. While there is
no guaranteed lifespan for
the device, it can remain in
service as long as it continues
to meet required inspections
and certifications.

The Zoll X-Series is also
compatible with the auto-
mated external defibrillators
already used by McKenzie’s
first responders and is the
same type of equipment used
aboard Baptist Priority am-
bulances. That compatibility
means information gathered
by McKenzie responders can
follow the patient through
the next stages of emergency
care.

For McKenzie Fire and
Rescue’s paramedic-lev-
el responders, the monitor
provides information they
can interpret immediately to
determine the appropriate
course of treatment. EMT-lev-
el responders can use the
information to communi-
cate with a physician at the
hospital and provide critical
care under medical direction
while awaiting ambulance
transport.

Among the device’s most
important capabilities is a
12-lead electrocardiogram,
or ECG, which can help re-
sponders rapidly identify an
ST-elevation myocardial in-
farction, commonly known
as a STEMI or serious heart
attack. Identifying a STEMI
in the field can give hospi-
tal personnel valuable ad-
vance notice and reduce the
time between the onset of
an emergency and definitive

treatment.

The monitor also provides
real-time feedback during
CPR, including information
about the depth and rate
of chest compressions. Its
See-Thru CPR technology
filters out interference caused
by chest compressions, al-
lowing responders to better
observe the patient’s under-
lying heart rhythm without
unnecessarily interrupting
CPR.

A single responder can car-
ry the monitor along with a
primary medical bag, making
it easier to rapidly deploy
the equipment during rou-
tine emergencies as well as
incidents involving multiple
patients.

The capability is particu-
larly significant considering
the volume of medical calls
handled by McKenzie’s first
responders. Approximate-
ly 67 percent of McKenzie
Fire and Rescue’s calls are
medical emergencies. The
department currently has 11
EMS- and paramedic-level
personnel.

The need for local first re-
sponders to provide imme-
diate medical intervention
became even more critical
following the closure of McK-
enzie’s hospital in 2018. The
loss of the hospital left the
city without a local emer-
gency room and reflects a
growing problem across rural
America, where hospital clo-
sures and declining access
to emergency and special-
ized care are creating med-
ical deserts — communities
where residents must travel
greater distances or wait lon-
ger to receive critical medical
treatment.

For McKenzie, the absence

of a hospital and limited am-
bulance resources add a layer
of uncertainty to each medi-
cal emergency.

Ambulance service for the
area is provided by Priority
Ambulance Service, which is
contracted by Baptist Memo-
rial Hospital-Carroll County.
Depending on ambulance
availability and location at
the time of a call, McKenzie
Police and Fire and Rescue
personnel are regularly the
first medical responders to
reach a patient.

The new cardiac monitor is
intended to help bridge that
gap. Rather than simply wait-
ing with a patient for trans-
port, properly trained McK-
enzie responders will have
access to technology capable
of assessing a patient’s heart,
assisting with CPR and pro-
viding information that can
be communicated to medical
personnel before the patient
reaches the hospital.

“I am truly proud that the
police and fire department
work so well together,” said
McKenzie Police Chief Ryan
White. “We are grateful to be
able to provide a higher level
of care for McKenzie citizens.”

Three companies — Mas-
ter Medical, Bound Tree
Medical and Discount Medi-
cal — submitted bids for the
equipment. Each provided a
bid with the necessary fea-
tures, but Bound Tree Medi-
cal offered the required capa-
bilities at the best price.

Tucker said the depart-
ment should not have to wait
long before putting its newest
life-saving tool into service.

“Bound Tree Medical is
generally very prompt,” Tuck-
er said. “We could have it as
early as the end of next week””

For a rural community
facing the realities of a med-
ical desert, without its own
hospital and with limited
ambulance resources, the
equipment gives McKen-
zie’s first responders another
way to bring a higher level
of emergency care directly
to the patient — during the
minutes when that care can
matter most.

Robbery

...From Front Page

approximately 9:01 p.m., a
masked gunman entered the
Cash Savers Grocery store
shortly before closing. The
suspect walked directly to
the store office, assaulted an
employee by striking them
twice, and stole over $2,500
in cash from both the register
and the store safe.
Following the inci-
dent, Chief Jason L. Oliver
of the Huntingdon Police
Department mobilized a
multi-agency task force. The
collaborative operation in-
cluded special agents from
the 24th Drug Task Force un-
der the direction of District

Attorney Neil Thompson,
the FBI, Carroll County Sher-
iff Eric Sawyers, and local
investigators.

Through round-the-clock
efforts—utilizing video sur-
veillance, cell tower data,
search warrants, grid search-
es, and processed physical
evidence—investigators
identified Wright, who lives
in the immediate vicinity
of the grocery store, as the
primary suspect. Authorities
noted that Wright allegedly
plotted the robbery while
facing an impending court
appearance the following
day regarding child support
matters. He was initially tak-
en into custody on the child
support warrant while offi-
cers finalized evidence in the
robbery investigation.

The investigation ultimate-
ly led to a full confession
from Wright.

“We don’t get the luxu-
ry of thinking—we have to
know and then prove who
did this,” Chief Oliver said.
“Be warned, we would like to
send a message to Hunting-
don and Carroll County:
we like our jobs and have
no problem doing them, so
think about that unless you
like jail”

Chief Oliver praised the
support of the city board and
the mayor for ensuring the
rapid, thorough investigation,
noting that while full details
remain undisclosed pending
upcoming court proceed-
ings, the evidence gathered
by the joint law enforcement
team was overwhelming.

Teacher

...From Front Page

August 28 classroom inci-
dent involving a 4-year-old
student.

Debra Robertson was ar-
rested Wednesday, Septem-
ber 2, and booked into the
Carroll County Jail. She is
charged with assault under
Tennessee Code Annotated
§39-13-101. Her bond was
set at $2,500.

The charge stems from
an incident that reportedly
occurred at approximately
8:30 a.m. Friday, August 28.

According to the affidavit
of complaint, Robertson is
accused of holding the child

around the neck and head
while attempting to make
him eat a biscuit. Authorities
reported the child suffered
an injury to his lip and was
visibly upset following the
incident.

Carroll County Sherift’s Of-
fice School Resource Officer
Chris Cole filed the affidavit
of complaint in the case.

A judicial commissioner
determined September 1 that
probable cause existed to
issue an arrest warrant. Ac-
cording to court information,
Robertson had not entered a
plea as of September 2.

Hollow Rock-Bruceton
Special School District Direc-
tor of Schools David Duncan
confirmed Robertson was
removed from the classroom

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Electrical and HVAC.

Carroll County Civic Center
Phase 3
Please notice that Barger Construction has been selected as
the Construction Manager to oversee the renovation of the
Carroll County Civic Center. The project includes but is not
limited to Metal Roofing, Metal Siding, Mortarless Stone Veneer,
Insulation, T111 siding, Paint, Exterior Doors & Hardware,

Anon-mandatory walk thru will be at the location on September 10
at 1 p.m. Bid packages and requirements will be able to be picked
up at Barger Construction, 23134 Hwy 22N, Yuma, TN 38390 or by
email at lisat@bargerconstructionco.com by September 4.

Any questions contact Lisa at 731-535-3374 ext 4.
Bid dates and requirements will be included in the Bid Packages.

A5605/35-2

following the incident.

“On Wednesday, Sep-
tember 2, 2026, the Hol-
low Rock-Bruceton Special
School District received no-
tice that a teacher, Debra
Robertson, was in the pro-
cess of being charged with
assault,” Duncan said in a
statement released by the
district. “The charge involves
allegations of mistreatment
of a student who was in her
classroom.”

Duncan said the district
acted before the criminal
charge was formally filed.

“On the date of the in-
cident, Ms. Robertson was
immediately placed on sus-
pension, and she remains
on suspension without pay
pending the outcome of the
case,” Duncan said.

The child’s mother, Anna
Townsend, later spoke pub-
licly about the incident.
Townsend said school offi-
cials contacted her the after-
noon of August 28 and that
she and the child’s father
were permitted to view class-
room surveillance footage.

Townsend said the inci-
dent began after her son did
not want to eat breakfast. She
reported that her son had
a cut lip and scratch on his
face following the encounter.

The case remains pending.
The allegations contained in
the affidavit have not been
proven in court, and Robert-
son is presumed innocent
unless proven guilty.
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Above, Gleason Cheerleaders continued the tradition of carrying the parade
banner. Below, McKenzie Marching Rebels performed during the Grand Parade.
Photos by Joel Washburn/The Banner
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Tater

...From Front Page

Gazelle Grounds, beginning
at6 p.m.

Adult Bingo and the Cake
Walk were held on Thurs-
day, September 3, at the
Gazelle Grounds.

Friday, September 3, was

the Community BBQ Cook-
Off at 5 p.m. at $10 per plate.
The Flashback Band provid-
ed live music.

The Tater Town Special
Parade and Vendor Fair
closed out Tater Week on
Saturday, September 5.

The JC Carey Memorial
5K Run began at 7 am. in
front of the school.

The Jr. Parade was fol-
lowed by the Grand Parade.

An alumni co-ed softball
tournament was held at
Snider Park at 2 p.m.

The finale event ran from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Ga-
zelle Grounds.

The annual event hon-
ored Mrs. Debbie Robbins
as the Tater Town Treasure.

The grand marshal of the
annual grand parade was
the Gleason Rotary Club.

Webb Alumni Officers (L to R): Michael Tate, First Vice President; Priscilla Smith,
National Secretary; John Williams, Second Vice-President; Ike Gilbert, National
President; Kim Bell-Webb, Secretary; and Scottie Clark, Treasurer. Photo by Joel
Washburn/The Banner

Webb

...From Front Page

The school facility was
constructed in 1958 in the
Modern Movement style.
However, following the sign-
ing of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 and the desegregation
of southern schools, Webb
School closed its doors in
1966. To preserve its en-
during legacy, Professor
James L. Seets spearheaded
the formation of the Webb
Alumni Association in 1969.
The association successfully
purchased the campus in
1976 and later secured the
school’s listing on the Na-
tional Register of Historic
Places.

The building on Walnut
Avenue serves as a com-
munity center and housed
the Webb School Historical
Museum, archiving memo-
rabilia from the faculty and
students who shaped the
institution.

The festivities began Fri-
day, September 4, from 6-8

p-m,, featuring a youth block
party, line dancing, card
games, and hospitality.

On Saturday, September
5, the General Assembly of
Webb School Alumni held
its annual meeting with
guest speaker Gloria Har-
ris of Milwaukee. A parade
followed at 1:30 p.m., con-
cluding with a dinner and
dance from 6 p.m.to 11 p.m.

One of the highlights of
the parade was seven rid-
ers of a motorcycle group
that memorializes the Buf-
falo Soldiers. They came
from Nashville, Clarksville
and Oklahoma. One of the
riders was Daniel Webb,
whose father Buford Webb,
Sr. graduated from Webb
School in 1961.

They were given a brief
tour of the historical library
at the former African-Amer-
ican School in McKenzie.

The Webb Alumni also
announced its officers for
the year. They included Ike
Gilbert, national president;
Michael Tate, first vice-pres-
ident; John Williams, sec-
ond vice-president; Priscilla
Smith, national secretary;

Scottie Clark, treasurer; and
Kim Bell-Webb, secretary.

They ride to memorial-
ize the service and sacri-
fice of the Buffalo Soldiers,
all-Black troops, who were
segregated in the military
from other troops. They ride
to educate people about
Buffalo Soldiers and about
rider safety.

Sunday, September 6,
featured the “Unforgetta-
ble” fashion show at 5 p.m.,
honoring Tranquilla Pate.

The celebration conclud-
ed Monday, September 7,
with a picnic day from 10
am. to 4 p.m.

The picnic included food,
games, and door prizes for
attendees.

At noon, the Webb High
School Class of 1966—the
institution’s final graduating
class—was honored.

A special ceremony at
1:30 p.m. recognized the
Trezevant High School Blue
Devil Women’s Basketball
Teams of 1974 and 1976.

The homecoming
wrapped up at 3 p.m. with a
Soul Train Line and perfor-
mances by various artists.

Deputy

Weakley County Sheriff’s
Deputy Derrick Bonham,
and prosecutors have filed
notice that they intend to
seek the death penalty if she
is convicted of first-degree
murder.

The grand jury returned
a true bill against Cun-
ningham on September
1 in Weakley County. Ac-
cording to the 27th Judicial
District Attorney General’s
Office, the indictment con-
tains four felony counts:
first-degree murder, reckless
endangerment involving a
deadly weapon, aggravated
assault and false reports.
Prosecutors also filed a No-
tice of Intent to Seek the
Death Penalty.

Cunningham previously
waived her right to a prelim-
inary hearing and requested
that the case be present-
ed directly to the Weakley
County Grand Jury. At the

time, prosecutors said the
decision followed discus-
sions with Cunningham'’s
defense attorneys after they
were provided the evidence
that would have been pre-
sented at a preliminary
hearing.

Cunningham is sched-
uled to appear for arraign-
ment Tuesday, September
8, in Weakley County Cir-
cuit Court before Judge Jeff
Parham. She remains held
without bond.

Cunningham is accused
in the January 30 death
of Bonham, who was re-
sponding to a report of pos-
sible shots fired at a Days
Inn in Martin. According
to the Tennessee Bureau
of Investigation, Weakley
County deputies were as-
sisting Martin police with
the call when Bonham went
to a nearby gas station to
check for possible witness-
es. Bonham encountered
Cunningham shortly after
3 a.m. and was shot. He was
transported to a local hospi-
tal, where he later died from
his injuries.

According to the arrest
warrant, investigators allege
Cunningham shot Bonham
four times — once initially
and three additional times
after the deputy had fallen
to the ground.

Investigators also allege
Cunningham fired addi-
tional shots in the direction
of Martin police officers fol-
lowing the shooting. The
allegations are contained
in investigative materials
and have not been proven
in court.

The death-penalty notice
does not mean Cunning-
ham has been found guilty.
It formally notifies the court
and defense that prosecu-
tors intend to pursue capital
punishment if the case pro-
ceeds to a conviction and
the legal requirements for
a death sentence are met.

Cunningham is pre-
sumed innocent unless and
until she is proven guilty in
court.

The Tuesday, Septem-
ber 8 arraignment is the
next court proceeding in
the case.



MATTER OF RECORD

Property
Transfers

Virginia Renee Pender-
grass, executrix, to Virginia
Renee Pendergrass in Dis-
trict 6.

Joseph O’Neil and wife
Carol Lisa Church Fortner
to Kelly Fortner and others
in Districts 4 and 11.

Ensley Dirtwork & Invest-
ment Properties, LLC and
others to Melissa R. Carpen-
ter in District 12.

Shirley Bullington to
Marshall Lee Eubanks in
District 1.

Roscoe Edward Myles III
and others to Roxie Mae
f/k/a Roxie Myles Kinnie in
District 11.

McKenzie Investment
Holdings LLC to Overflow
Church in District 22.

Linda A. Thomas to Cal-
vin B. Long and others in
District 11.

Michael C. and wife Deb-
ra A. McGowan to Sara Ann
Keen and others. No Dis-
trict listed.

Carol A. Segraves to Carol
A. Segraves, trustee in Dis-
trict 22.

Wynemia Mouser to Nan-
cy Bean. No District listed.

Daniel and wife Tammy
Carrington to John Preston
Biggart in District 4.

Shirley McClearen Smith
to Katie Deaton in District
21.

Colton Lynn and wife
Gabrielle Marie Moore to
Trevor Ryan Moore in Dis-
trict 24.

Doris Ann Forsythe to
The Doris Ann Forsythe Re-
vocable Trust in District 4.

Barton Ellis Smith to
Barton Ellis Smith and
wife Kimberly Spain in

District 11.

Sandra Louise Kee, as
trustee, to Douglas R. and
wife Janet L. Morris in Dis-
trict 13.

Paula Thompson Mann
to Gabriel and wife Angela
Ortiz in District 16.

Linda Mclver Wicker to
Jana and husband Josh Hig-
don. No District listed.

Patricia Smothers to Pa-
tricia T. Smothers, trustee.
No District listed.

Opal Hays and others to
Wyatt M. Hays in District 1.

Myra D Sasser as trustee
to Melba Sue Smith as trust-
ee in District 11.

Melba Sue Smith to Mel-
ba Sue Smith as trustee in
District 11.

Andrea Lynn Noles and
others to Andrea Lynn
Noles and others in Dis-
trict 17.

Kelly D. Weatherford to
Kelly D. and wife Clara H.
Weatherford in District 4.

Gleason Supperett, LLC
to Jessie McDaniel in Dis-
trict 22.

James David and wife
Deanna J. Townsend to
Jeremy D. and Delecia
Townsend in District 12.

Dwaine Scott and Scarlet
Dawn Edwards, as co-exec-
utors, to Dwaine Scott and
Scarlet Dawn Edwards in
District 18.

Waddell Park II to Peggy
Park in Districts 15.

Jon Melvin Hawkins as
executor to Jon Melvin,
Hawkins and others in Dis-
trict 11.

Sheryl D. Wright to Grant
and wife Crystal Norwood
in District 17.

Ronald Schuck to 75 Set-
tlement LLC. No District
listed.

Jason S. and wife Misty
Walker to Jerry S. McCord
in District 2.
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Alanah Bartlett to Lone
Oak Holdings LLC. No Dis-
trict listed.

Town of Trezevant, Ten-
nessee to Industrial Devel-
opment Board of the Town
of Trezevant in District 2.

Timothy Owen and wife
Robbie Jo Carlton to Clark
Family Holdings, LLC in
District 11.

Jesse Christman Jr. to
Keith and wife Karren Ar-
nold in District 16.

Max Wardlaw to 4T8
Properties, Inc. in District
21.

Blessed Brothers, LLC
to Bright Future Holdings,
LLC. No District listed.

Caleb Westbrook and
wife Haley Diane Page to
Dakota A. and wife Desiree
Carlton in District 11.

William Walter and wife
Katheryn Lane to Leland
and wife Katherine Holland
in District 11.

Daniel D Foss to Crystal
Jane Foss in District 4.

Jon and Cynthia Romines
to Michelle Bowers and oth-
ers in District 4.

Shirley Delene Coulter
and others to Andy Ridgely
in District 21.

Martha Jones to David
Jones in District 21.

Karen Ann Bishop, as ex-
ecutrix, to Karen Ann Bish-
op in District 10.

Wendy Wright and Kelly
Wright to Kerry Laming in
District 17.

William Walter and wife
Lora Katheryn Lane to Kay-
la and husband Mackenzie
Cooley in District 11.

Maggie June Flippin to
Madeline Page in District
22.

Benford E. Wortham Jr.
and others to W Invest-
ments, LLC. No District
listed.

Jeremy E. and wife Carri

Malone to Noah Andrew
Belew and others in Dis-
trict 11.

Janice Gilliam and others
to Ray Gilliam and others in
District 3.

April Michelle Barnett
Montgomery to Jonathan
M. McGowan and others in
District 1.

Ricky Lee Tharpe to Ricky
Lee Tharpe and others in
District 11.

Carl McClelland to Am-
ber and husband Eric
McAnulla in District 9.

Marie A. Stout, as trustee,
to Robert L. Hooper. No
District listed.

Hal A. Lawler to 45 Auto
& Truck Salvage. No District
listed.

FirstBank to Brian J. Chil-
cott. No District listed.

Brian J. Chilcott to First-
bank. No District listed.

Andrew and wife Tammy
Ide to Gary Lynn Earley in
District 4.

Kate Lynn Lea McKeller
and others to Chad Mc-
Causey and wife Sarah Ann
Berry in District 22.

Davis Investment Prop-
erties, LLC to Davis Invest-
ment Properties, LLC in
District 21.

Jennifer Bobbitt Smith
to Kyle Nowlen. No District
listed.

Barney K. and wife Wan-
da S. Wyatt to Jeffrey S.
Tharp in District 18.

Levoris, Singleton to
Levoris Singleton living
trust. No District listed.

Eileen, Singleton to Ei-
leen, Singleton living trust.
No District listed.

Michael Todd Walker to
Melissa Dawn Walker in
District 4.

Terry Autry to Dale Autry
in District 24.

Huntingdon Police Reports

Driving on Suspend-
ed License, Possession
— Amanda G. Townsend
was charged with Driving
on a Suspended License and
Possession of Drug Para-
phernalia on August 12.

Officer Bo Ezell stopped
the vehicle due to lack of
registration plates.

A check of the driver’s li-
cense revealed the suspend-
ed status and a consensual
search located a crystal-like
substance.

Shoplifting — Brenda
E. Fuller was charged with
Shoplifting on August 26.

Officer Jacob Dearman
was dispatched to Walmart,
where the loss prevention
team reported a shoplifting
who failed to pay for her
merchandise. An investiga-

tion revealed multiple items
valued at $150.88 were tak-
en. She was cited into court.
Possession of Meth
— Homer L. Willis was
charged with Possession of
Meth on August 16.
Sergeant Bo Ezell stopped
Willis’ vehicle because it did
not have a side mirror. Wil-
lis granted permission to
search the vehicle. The re-
port indicates a container
of residue that field tested
for meth, fake urine, and a
hand warmer were located.
The warmers are commonly
used to alter or falsify the
results of drug screenings.
Driving on Suspended
License — Third Offense
— Christopher Freeman was
charged with Driving on a
Suspended License on Au-

Marriage

Jason Levi Doster, 21, of
McKenzie, to Jaleah Ann
Moore, 20, of McKenzie.

Robert Dennis Davis, 79,
of Atwood, to Patricia Gail
Kolar Witty, 76, of Atwood.

Connie Jo Morris Bran-
don, 64, of Huntingdon, to
Terry Glen Rhodes, 69, of
Huntingdon.

Brett Russell Haberland,
37, of McKenzie, to Col-
leen Elise Tabor, 29, of

Licenses

McKenzie.

Ethan Michael Walker,
28, of McKenzie, to An-
gel Sharie Carroll, 25, of
McKenzie.

Kylie Hope Baxter, 25,
of McKenzie, to Austin
Michael Shafer, 28, of
McKenzie.

Jesse Leroy Manley
Christman, 25, of Bruceton,
to Haley Shawne Lewis, 23,
of Bruceton.

McKenzie Police Reports

Driving on a Suspended
License — David Armando,
Jr., 8th Street, Murphysboro,
Ilinois, was charged with
Driving on a Suspended Li-
cense after he was speeding
in a school zone.

Officer Justin Brister wit-
nessed Armando driving
approximately 48 miles per
hour in a 35 mph zone in
front of McKenzie High
School, On September 4 at
3:02 p.m., Brister stopped
Armando’s vehicle, discov-
ered the suspended status
out of Illinois and cited him
into General Sessions Court.

Criminal Trespass
— Terin Harris, Alabama
Street, McKenzie, was
charged with Criminal Tres-
pass on September 3.

Officer Michael Cunning-
ham was dispatched to Dol-
lar General on Highway 22,
where the store manager
said Harris was previous-
ly twice banned from the
store. Harris was arrested

and transported to Henry
County Jail.

Warrant Service — How-
ard Plunkett, May Street,
McKenzie, was arrested on
September 3 on an out-
standing active warrant for
Violation of Probation.

Officers Timothy Dillon
and Beauchamp arrested
Plunkett and transported
him to Carroll County Jail.

Warrant Service — Zhi-
quae Baker, Park Street,
McKenzie phoned McKen-
zie Police Department on
August 31 to voluntarily re-
port he had ‘just found out
that he had a warrant and
wanted to turn himself in.”

Officer Daniel Pollard
went to the residence and
took Baker into custody on
a Henry County warrant
for Assault. Officer Pollard
transferred the arrestee to a
Henry County officer near
the Carroll-Henry County
line.

gust 22.

Officer Daniel Inman
stopped a motorcycle driv-
en by Freeman because
the registration plate was
not properly displayed. A
check of Freeman’s license
revealed two prior charges
of Driving on a Suspended
License. Freeman was ar-
rested and transported to
Carroll County Jail.

Driving on Revoked Li-
cense — Loretta Williams
was charged with Driving
on a Revoked License and
Violation of Light Law on
August 22.

Officer Daniel Inman
stopped Williams’ vehicle

for inoperable brake lights. A
check of her license revealed
the revoked status. She was
cited into General Sessions
Court.

Criminal Trespass — Ki-
owa P. Geans was charged
with Criminal Trespass on
August 20.

Officer Ethan Parham
and Patrolman Dearman
responded to a complaint
about a subject entering a
vacant residence. Surveil-
lance cameras revealed it
was Geans who entered the
residence. Patrolman Ezell
arrested Geans later that
day.

PUBLIC NOTICE

CARROLL COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION

The Carroll County Election Commission meets
September 15, 2026, 4 p.m., in the Election Office at
625 High Street, Suite 113, Huntingdon. The purpose
of the meeting is to lock and seal ballot boxes for
the November 3, 2026 General Election. For more
information or if you’d like to address the CEC during
the meeting, call 731-986-1968, Monday-Friday 8
a.m.-4 p.m. or Email: carroll.commission@tn.gov.

A927/36-1

Carroll County Sheriff's Reports

Felony Vandalism —
On August 29, Deputy
Bradley Hardin responded
to a report of vandalism at
a residence in Yuma and
made contact with Jaime
Garzon, 26, of Yuma.

Deputies learned Garzon
had become intoxicated the
previous night and into the
early morning hours before
damaging the residence he
was renting while working
in the United States. Inves-
tigators determined Garzon,
who does not speak English,
caused extensive damage
inside the home. Deputies
found three interior doors
and multiple door frames
damaged beyond repair.
One door frame had been
completely destroyed, with
most of it lying on the floor
still attached to the door.
Deputies also discovered
a bedroom window had
been completely shattered
by what appeared to be an
object rather than a fist or
foot. The estimated dam-
age totaled approximately
$1,200.

Garzon was arrested
and charged with felony

self, throwing his arms in
the air and walking into
oncoming traffic.

Deputies located Ricky
Webb, 52, of Humboldyt,
and directed him to move
into a nearby driveway for
his safety and the safety of
motorists. Webb refused
to identify himself and
appeared to be under the
influence of an unknown
substance. Deputies ob-
served Webb sweating
heavily, talking to people
who were not present and
behaving erratically. Sgt.
Davis provided Webb with
a bottle of water, but Webb
walked back into oncoming
traffic and ignored repeated
verbal commands to stop.

After a brief struggle,
deputies detained Webb
and placed him under ar-
rest for public intoxication.
While Sgt. Davis was pre-
paring to place Webb into
the patrol vehicle, Webb
fled on foot. Deputies
quickly caught him after a
short chase and secured
him in the patrol unit.
Webb continued speaking
to people who were not

vandalism. present and told deputies
This incident occurredin  he was talking to God.
Carroll County. Webb was arrested and

Public intoxication/
Evading Arrest — On Au-
gust 29, Sgt. Scotty Davis
responded to a report of a
man walking in traffic along

charged with public intox-
ication and evading arrest.
Jail staff were advised to
contact mental health per-
sonnel regarding Webb’s

Highway 70 near Flippin condition.
Lane. Witnesses reported This incident occurred in
the man was talkingtohim- ~ Carroll County.

IN THE CHANGERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE161

ESTATE OF: DON HUGHES RENFROE, LATE OF CARROLL COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

Notice is hereby given that on the 1ST day of SEPTEMBER,
2026 Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the
Estate of DON HUGHES RENFROE deceased, who died JULY
13TH, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery
Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the Estate are required by law to file the same
with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the ear-
lier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims
will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of
the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or
posting) as described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 1ST day of SEPTEMBER, 2026.
THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE GLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:
KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER
99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN 38344

LESLIE LEEANN ELLIS, Executor/Administrator
JOSEPH E. TUBBS, Attorney

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master
A561/R28165/36-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Carroll County Sheriff’s Office is seeking applicants for
the position of a full-time Public Safety 911 Telecommunicator.
Applications can be picked up at the Carroll County Sheriff’s
Office Dispatch Center at 210 Norandal Dr., Huntingdon, TN 38344

Minimum requirements are as follows:
o Atleast 18 years of age.
¢ High school diploma or G.E.D. equivalent.
e Must be a citizen of the United States.
e Must be willing to submit to and pass a criminal
background investigation.
e Must pass drug test.
Clear verbal and written communication skills.
e Strong listening, typing, multitasking, and decision-making
abilities.
e Must be willing to work variable shifts, including days,
evenings, nights, weekends, and holidays.
¢ Previous dispatch, call-center, emergency-services, or
customer-service experience is preferred but not required.

Key Responsibilities:

e Answer 911 and non-emergency calls with professionalism
and empathy.

¢ Quickly determine the nature, location, and urgency of each
incident.

¢ Dispatch police, fire, and emergency medical personnel.

¢ Provide approved pre-arrival instructions to callers.

¢ Monitor radio communications and maintain accurate
incident records.

¢ Remain calm and make sound decisions in fast-paced,
high-stress situations.

¢ Protect confidential and sensitive information.

The Carroll Gounty Sheriff’s Office offers:
¢ Tennessee Consolidated Retirement System (TCRS).
Vacation, Sick, and holiday pay.
Competitive pay.
Bi-weekly pay by direct deposit.
A supportive, team-focused work environment.
A meaningful career serving the community and helping
save lives.

The Carroll County Sheriff’s Office is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. We consider applicants for all positions without
regard to race, color, religion, creed, gender, national origin,
disability, marital or veteran status, sexual orientation, or any
other legal protected status.

A13/P0#101-43304/35-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE157

ESTATE OF: JOHNNY WALLS, LATE OF CARROLL COUNTY, TEN-
NESSEE

Notice is hereby given that on the 28TH day of AUGUST,
2026 Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the
Estate of JOHNNY WALLS deceased, who died JANUARY 1ST,
2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court
Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons, resi-
dent and non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured,
against the Estate are required by law to file the same with
the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the earlier of
the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be
forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of
the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or
posting) as described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 28TH day of AUGUST, 2026.
THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:
KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER
99 Gourt Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN 38344

SANDRA KAY GLOVER, Executor/Administrator
W. KENT JONES, Attorney

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master
A561/R28121/36-2
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Weekly
Crossword

CLUES ACROSS
1. Longtime Vogue editor
Wintour
5. A Spanish title of respect
10. A way of looking
12. Properly
14. Rolled steel
16. Not down
18. Law degree
19. Consume food
20. Intermediate ecological
stage
22. 0ld world, new
23. Dispense justice
25, Stiff hair-like structure
26. Ethiopia
27. Cool!
28. Father
30. An enthusiastic devotee of
sports
31. Holm oak
33. Be united
35. Rattling breaths
37. Supermarket chain
38. Provided with a quality
40. Samoan monetary unit
41. Swiss river
42, Hill (Celtic)
44. Have already done
45. ATM company
48. Syngman __, Korean
president
50. Very willing
52. Arctic explorers (abbr.)
53. Food listings
55. Bachelor’s place to crash
56. Big Blue
57. Sports magazine
58. Relating to a place north of
south of the equator
63. Female follower of Bacchus
65. A type of laugh

Week 36

%

i

66

66. Slovenly women
67. Large jug

CLUES DOWN
1. Boxing’s GOAT
2. Zero
3. Midway between north and
northeast
4. Concurred
5. Added flavor
6. Amount of time
7. Eggs of parasitic insects
8. S-shaped moldings
9. Atomic #45
10. __ d’art: small artistic item
11. A godparent’s “kids”
13. Nocturnal burrowing lizard
15. Hit lightly
17. Aircrafts
18. Witness
21. Alluding to something
23. Take to the limit
24, Baglike structure in a plant

or animal

27. Start over

29. Administered

32. Romanian monetary unit
34. Unit of liquid capacity
35. Equips with weapons again
36. Disney town

39. Female deer

40. Title of respect

43. A place to go rafting

44, A way to conclude

46. Type of television

47. Georgia rockers

49. Leonhard __, Swiss
mathematician

51. Slang for gun

54. River in Bosnia and
Herzegovina

59. Bar hill

60. Small, gray-headed crow
61. Frozen water

62. Norwegian krone

64. Commercial

See solution in next week’s edition.
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. . to win an Olympic Here’s How It Works:
Acoustic Dynamlc Octave Sonata gold medal_y P Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
Anthem Ensemble Overture Staccato 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
Ballad Harmo_ny Rhapsody Symphony 2002: Switzerland column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
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MARKETPLACE

WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-877-551-
1426. (TnScan)

HOME IMPROVEMENT

OLSHAN FOUNDATION
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted
foundation repair experts
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery.
Basement waterproofing.
Water management and
more. Free evaluation.
Limited time up to $250
off foundation repair. Call
Olshan 1-866-265-5932.
(TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY

AUDIEN HEARING. THE
WORLD'’S FIRST HEAR-
ING AID with touchscreen
controls. No tiny buttons,
apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free
shipping. Lifetime support.
More than 1.5 million hap-
py customers. Call Audien
1-888-297-2079. (TnScan)

SAFE STEP STAIRLIFTS.
ENJOY GREATER INDE-
PENDENCE and stay in the
home you love. Feel safe on
every level. $750 off plus
FREE installation. Made in
the U.S.A. Call today for a
free quote. 1-866-432-3409.
(TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the
details! 1-844-278-8285
www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258. (TnScan)

“Painting Your Way”

Not Just Painting Anymore...
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling

y, (31-415-1506
’é@ " Steve Bowden

=] =

FOR SALE — BORDER
COLLIES AND TWO CHI-
HUAHUAS. Shots and de-
wormed. Negotiable price.
Deliverable in person. Call
573-414-4601 or 573-979-
5375. R28156/36-6

GET THE WORD 0OUT
ABOUT YOUR NEXT
AUCTION! Save Time
& $$$. One Call for All.
Your ad can appear in this
newspaper + 104 other
TN newspapers. For more
info, contact this news-
paper’s classified dept. or
call Becky Moats 931-624-
8916. (TnScan)

SAWYERS TREE SER-
VICE: 60’ Bucket Truck.
Take Down or Prune. Haul
Off and Clean Up. Grind
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

JOE’S TREE SERVICE
AND STUMP REMOV-
AL: 60 ft. bucket truck,
prune or take down grind
stumps, clean up and
haul off, insured, free es-
timates. 731-697-0023 or
731-513-1518. A7084/21-TF

YOUR LOW COST AD-
VERTISING SOLUTION!
One call & your 25 word ad
will appear in 105 Tennes-
see newspapers for $275/
wk or 28 West TN news-
papers for $100/wk. Call
this newspaper’s classified
advertising dept. or go to
www.tnpress.com/news-
paper-networks. (TnScan)

Site Work * Clearing * Ponds
* Basements * Trackhoe * Dozer
* Dirtpan * Skidsteer
* Sand ° Gravel * Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES
Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

BANKRUPTCY?

We are a debt relief agency
This firm helps people file for bankruptcy
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889

WALKER, WALKER

5 ’
-S;\& WALKER, PLC

Ken Walker

Richard Walker

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington
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HOUSE FOR RENT — 2
BEDROOM, 1 BATH, all
appliances furnished. Yard
maintained by landlord.
$950/month, $500 de-
posit. Call 731-225-7889.
R28085/35-2

HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS: McKENZIE AREA.
www.mckenziehomefind-
ers.com 731-352-2255.
A1219/44-TF

AVAILABLE — 4,000 SQ.
FT.NEXT TO H&R BLOCK,
at Cedar Street Plaza,
1926 Cedar Street, McK-
enzie. Call 731-352-2189.
A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq.
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway
79 Highland Mall, across
from the post office. Call
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

CABLE / SATELLITE

TV / WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER INTERNET for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps,
no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make
the switch. Call 1-855-481-
3340. (TnScan)

DIRECT— ALL YOUR EN-
TERTAINMENT. NOTH-
ING on your roof! Sign up
for Direct and get your first
free months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-844-230-4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITETV
+ INTERNET! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-844-274-6074.
(TnScan)

McKENZIE HOUSING AUTHORITY

WAITING LIST CLOSED

until further notice.

McKenzie Housing Authority Waiting Lists are currently
closed effective September 8, 2026 for all bedroom sizes

A473/36-1

Financial Advisor

McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-7822

A3272/36-1

Edward Jones ...

Stocks. Bonds. CDs.
IRAs. Mutual funds.

Let's talk about your options.

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™

654 Main Street North

edwardjones.com

This is Bob.

Bob gets his news from social media.

Bob doesn’t realize some
of the stories he reads
are fake and shares them
with his friends.

TwitBook

Fake Story

Don’t be
like Bob.

Local journalism drives conversations
by producing high quality content you
can trust. Support local journalism and
subscribe to the McKenzie Banner in
print or online as an e-subscription.

& D ‘ e
BANNER
Call 731.352.3323

www.mckenziebanner.com

MENTION THIS COUPON TO REDEEM

Oy o OFF

A ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIP!

O ‘“‘ Ekgrmesam 26 7 BANNER

P:731.352.3323 » 3 BANNER ROW, McKENZIE, TN 38201

Limited time offer. Print delivery special valid only in the LOCAL
tri-county area of Carroll, Henry and Weakley counties in Tennessee.
Online only special valid ANYWHERE in the world. Good for new
or renew. Regular price is $39 for local print and online delivery
and $25 for 1 year online only. Offer entitles reader to 12 months
membership to the newspaper. Payment is required to begin offer.

NEED STAMPS?

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
WE GOT ‘EM! . q

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

49 Broapway STReeT, McKENzIE, TN 38201

PaonEe: 731-352-5307

Come see us for the best rates
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

Frontier

FOUNDATION
& CRAWL SPACE @epalr

CONCRETE SALE'
SELECT YOUR SAVINGS

CONCRETE LABOR

'CONCRETE SEALANT

FREE LABOR: Equal to no more than 11% of concrete project total. Cannot be combined with
any other offer or promotional financing. Must be presented at time of inspection. Limitations
may apply. Expires 9/30/2026.

FREE SEALANT: Free Sealant Pro when you purchase 2-part concrete protection system
to stabilize or lift and seal cracks. Cannot be combined with any other offer or promotional
financing. Must be presented at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 9/30/26.

EI T

2844-978-3001

il FrontierFoundations.com

Business Direct

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

SUPPLY, INC

McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS

Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 ¢ Fax 731-352-0584
krogers @brsupplyinc.com

J

‘TOLBERT

Plumbing & EIGCIYIC  AFTeR HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

Backhoe - Trenching - Gas Piping - Pipe Water Heaters
Well Tanks - Valves - Fittings - Faucets

VL PUNPSALS, VT TALATON
131-234-6012

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF
INVENTORY FOR THOSE

731-225-8321
Valarie McMackin
731-418-2313
Jason Artymovich
586-243-3257
Blake Cossey
731-607-8643
Maleah Hollingsworth
731-694-7871

STAFFORD

REAL ESTATE
Finding Hearts a Home
nickyjoestaffordrealestate@outlook.com

www.stafford-realestate.com

4 N [ N\ N
Sandi Roditis :.
14965 S. Highland Ave. | | 115227 NICKYJOE/\{ 2| |« Watr ot
<T

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 ¢ 731.352.2761

Municipal * Commercial ¢ Residential

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

campbelluwaterwell@gmail.com
731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

7894 Hwy 124
McKenzie, TN 3820l

-

* Sewer & Drain
Cleaning

e Sewer Lines
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Judge Bradberry Speaks
About Recovery Court

MCcKENZIE (September
1) — Keeping non-violent,
drug-dependent offenders
out of state prison and hold-
ing them accountable in their
own communities is saving
taxpayer dollars while re-
building local families, Cir-
cuit Judge Brent Bradberry
told the McKenzie Rotary
Club on Tuesday.

Bradberry, who was initial-
ly appointed to the 24th Ju-
dicial District bench by Gov.
Bill Lee in 2021, and then
elected to an eight-year term,
spoke about the costs and
early results of the district’s
Recovery Court program.

“The state simply lacks the
physical capacity to incarcer-
ate every individual fitting a
‘do the time’ mindset,” Brad-
berry said, pointing out that
housing an inmate in a Ten-
nessee prison costs around
$111 a day—nearly $40,000
a year—compared to $30 to
$60 a day in local county jails.

Launched locally in 2023,
Recovery Court acts as a rig-
orous, 18-month alternative
to prison. To get in, partici-
pants must be convicted fel-
ons who agree to plead guilty
and accept a suspended pris-
on sentence. If they drop out
or get kicked out, that prison
time kicks in immediately.
Violent offenders aren’t al-
lowed in the program.

Once enrolled, the work-
load on participants is heavy:

Constant drug testing: At
least twice a week during the
first year, tapering off only
after a long streak of clean
screens.

Supervision: Four to five
support meetings (like AA
or NA) every week, plus
twice-weekly check-ins with
a probation officer.

Work and obligations:
Holding down a full-time job,
staying current on child sup-
port and court fees, and per-
forming community service.

Education: Earning a GED
is required to graduate if the
participant doesn’t already
have a high school diploma.

A team that includes pros-
ecutors, public defenders,
law enforcement officers,
and addiction counselors
meets regularly to moni-
tor each person’s progress.
Bradberry also meets one-
on-one with participants at
least once a month—a brief
interaction he says makes
a massive difference. Citing
data shared at national judi-
cial conferences, Bradberry
noted that just three min-
utes of direct, constructive
face time with a judge each
month can cut a offender’s
chances of re-offending by
more than half.

Across the 24th District—
which includes Carroll,
Henry, Benton, Decatur, and
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Rotary President Armand Hebert and 24th Judicial
District Circuit Judge Brent Bradberry.

Hardin counties—69 people
have entered the program
since 2023.

So far, 15 participants have
graduated, 13 have earned
their GEDs, and 15 have suc-
cessfully gotten their driver’s
licenses back. Another four
participants were provided
laptops through the court to
take online college courses
through Jackson State.

Participants across the dis-
trict have paid back more
than $50,000 in court fines
and fees, including roughly
$10,000 collected right here
in Carroll County.

Currently, 39 people are
actively going through the
program, including 13 in Car-
roll County.

Out of 15 people who
left the program without
graduating, 12 were volun-
tary dropouts in the first 90
days—people who essentially
decided the strict schedule
and constant testing were
harder than serving their jail
time. Only three were re-
moved for cause and sent
to prison.

Bradberry spent signifi-
cant time addressing how
the court responds when a
participant slips up. In Re-
covery Court, a failed drug
test is treated as a symptom
of a disease that needs tighter
medical treatment, not an
automatic ticket to prison.

“Incarcerating an individ-
ual solely for a relapse can
actually lower their long-
term odds of success com-
pared to intensifying their
treatment plan,” Bradberry
explained. Responses usu-
ally involve extra meetings,
earlier curfews, or daily drug
screenings.

He shared two recent local
examples:

Carroll County: A partic-
ipant who was doing well—
passing screens and paying
off court costs—relapsed on
methamphetamine after run-
ning into old acquaintanc-
es. Instead of sending him
straight to prison, the court

routed him into an intensive
nine-month residential treat-
ment program in Memphis.

Henry County: A 20-year-
old woman from Paris with
a severe fentanyl addiction
relapsed despite having a
strong, supportive family.
Bradberry talked about the
scary reality of local “Narcan
parties,” where group users
intentionally overdose know-
ing someone in the room has
the overdose-reversing drug
nearby. She is currently in
the county jail waiting on
an opening at an inpatient
facility.

One of the biggest hurdles
facing the program right now
is a simple lack of physical
beds for care in the northern
part of the district.

Right now, almost all 90-
day inpatient treatment hap-
pens south of Interstate 40 in
Savannah, where recovery
infrastructure is well estab-
lished. Because judges can-
not legally order participants
into faith-based programs,
secular treatment options
in Carroll, Henry, and Ben-
ton counties are virtually
non-existent.

Efforts to fix the gap have
hit snags. Talks with Aspell
Recovery to open a 12-to-
15-bed inpatient center in
the area stalled after their top
leadership retired. Buffalo
Valley is currently looking
into setting up an outpatient
clinic in Huntingdon, but
an inpatient facility is still
nowhere in sight.

Bradberry noted that state
and federal grant funding is
out there, but finding expe-
rienced healthcare operators
willing to set up shop locally
remains the sticking point.

Despite the administra-
tive headaches and the extra
hours added to his normal
court docket, Bradberry told
Rotarians the payoff—get-
ting local workers back on
the job, child support checks
back in the mail, and parents
back to their kids—is well
worth the work.
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Bethel Chaplain Promoted to
Lt. Commander in the Navy

BY JOEL WASHBURN

washburn@mckenziebanner.com

MCcKENZIE (August 27)
— The Vera Low Center at
Bethel University served
as the backdrop for a sig-
nificant milestone on Au-
gust 27, 2026, as Chaplain
Garrett Allen Burns was
promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant Commander
in the United States Navy
Reserve.

The ceremony, which
drew family members,
university colleagues,
and community support-
ers, was presided over
by Captain Tim Foster,
Chaplain of the Fourth
Marine Logistics Group.
Both officers stood in
crisp white uniforms as
they honored a career de-
fined by service to both
the military, God, and the
local community.

The promotion marks
a major step in a jour-
ney that began for Burns
long before his time at
Bethel. During the cer-
emony, Burns reflected
on his calling, which he
traced back to his eighth-
grade year in 2001. In-
spired by the events of
September 11, he later
became the first chaplain
for the Navy Junior ROTC
unit at Camden Fairview
High School in 2002. Af-
ter years of discernment,
ministry scholarship at
Bethel, and service in
the chaplain candidate
program, Burns officially
commissioned as a Navy
chaplain in 2019.

Captain Foster, who
first met Burns during
a rigorous 2022 training

Jessica Burns assists in the promotion ceremony of
her husband, Garrett Burns.

exercise in the desert
of Twentynine Palms,
California, praised the
newly promoted officer
as a “hard charger” who
approaches every task
with dedication. The two
discovered a providen-
tial connection during
that training: both were
Presbyterians with roots
in West Tennessee.

“Do everything you do
with all your heart, all of
it as if you are doing it
for the Lord,” Foster said,
quoting Colossians as
he commended Burns’s
character and reputation.

The ceremony includ-
ed the traditional admin-
istration of the oath of
office, with veterans and
active-duty personnel
in attendance standing
in solidarity. A poignant
moment followed as Jes-
sica Burns, the chaplain’s

wife, stepped forward to
pin the new rank insig-
nia onto her husband’s
uniform.

The event was framed
by the spiritual leadership
of Reverend Anne Hames,
Dean of the Chapel at
Bethel University, who
provided both the open-
ing invocation and the
closing prayer. Burns ex-
pressed deep gratitude
for Hames’s mentorship,
noting that her guidance
had been instrumental in
shaping his development
as a counselor, preacher,
and advocate.

As he assumes the
rank of Lieutenant Com-
mander, Burns contin-
ues to balance his dual
roles, serving both the
sailors and Marines of the
Navy Reserve and the stu-
dents and staff at Bethel
University.

Pictured (L to R): Mrs. Mallory Smith, Easton Barnes and Ridgelynn.

West Carroll Faculty, Student Spotllght

Mrs. Mallory Smith,
Pre-K Teacher, West Car-
roll Primary School is a
dedicated Pre-K teach-
er who brings creativity,
and plenty of laughter to
her classroom every day.
Known for her comical
personality and sense of
humor, she has a special
way of making learning
fun and engaging for
her young students. Her
ability to connect with
children through laughter
and encouragement helps
create a welcoming envi-
ronment where students
feel excited to learn. We
appreciate the joy, pos-
itivity, and enthusiasm
Ms. Smith brings to our

school community each
day.

Students of the Week —
Wyatt Voyles is always in
a good mood! He listens
to others, shows he cares,
and makes sure we all
know how much we mean
to him. He demonstrates
what it means to be a star
student every day! -Ms.
Katy Johnsonius

Student of the Week
— Ridgelynn is a won-
derful friend to all of her
classmates. She comes
into preschool every day
in a great mood and ready
to learn. She is kind and
loving and always tries
her best on her school-
work. -Mrs. Mallory Smith

Wyatt Voyles

Student of the Week
— Easton Barnes works
extremely hard in my
class every day and has
a constant smile while
doing so. -Coach Nicolas
Cobb

Matt Aird Named Paul Harrls Fellow

MCcKENZIE — Matt Aird
was recently recognized as a
Paul Harris Fellow, the high-
est recognition bestowed by
a Rotarian.

The recognition was given
in Aird’s honor by his wife,
Misty Aird, who also had
the honor of pinning her
husband during the presen-
tation. Club vice president
and Foundation Chairman
Jason R. Martin presented
Aird with the Paul Harris
Fellow certificate.

Named for Rotary found-
er Paul Harris, the Paul Har-
ris Fellow recognition was
established in 1957 to rec-

of The Rotary Foundation.
A person becomes a Paul
Harris Fellow when $1,000
or more is contributed to
the Foundation’s Annual
Fund, PolioPlus or an ap-
proved Foundation grant.
The contribution may be
made personally or by an-
other individual in the re-
cipient’s honor.

The recognition rep-

j——

Matt and Misty Aird share a moment following Matt’s
ognize substantial support Paul Harris Fellow recognition.

resents support for Rota-
ry’s humanitarian mission
around the world. Through
The Rotary Foundation,
contributions help fund
projects focused on dis-
ease prevention, education,
clean water, economic de-
velopment, peace and other
efforts aimed at improving
communities and lives.

Being named a Paul
Harris Fellow is therefore
more than receiving a pin
and certificate. It signifies a
meaningful financial com-
mitment to the work of The
Rotary Foundation and
honors the legacy of Harris,
who founded Rotary in 1905
with an emphasis on fellow-
ship and service.
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Dresden Defeats West Carroll, 43-6

DRESDEN (Sept 4) —
West Carroll struggled to
generate offense against
Dresden as the Lions
handed the War Eagles a
43-6 loss.

West Carroll finished the
game with 150 yards of total
offense, with the bulk of its
production coming on the
ground.

Chris Pruitt led the War
Eagles with 82 rushing yards
on eight carries, averaging
more than 10 yards per
attempt. Parker Newman
carried 13 times for 43 yards
and scored West Carroll’s
lone touchdown. Newman
also completed 1 of 4 passes
for two yards.

Kegan Mealer added
10 yards on one carry,
while Alex Cavness rushed
twice for 13 yards. Jaden
Rodgers had one carry and
caught West Carroll’'s lone
completion for two yards.

Caleb Vermillion had
eight rushing attempts
for minus-one yard and
was credited with an
interception and a fumble
in the offensive statistics.

Defensively, Cole Mueller

WAR EAGLES

Chris Pruitt led the War
Eagles with 82 rushing.
File Photo

led the War Eagles with
seven solo tackles and two
assists, including a sack.
Vermillion recorded four
solo tackles, four assists and
a sack.

Cavness finished with five
solo tackles and two assists,
while Pruitt recorded five
solo stops and one assist.
Kegan Mealer contributed
one solo tackle and six
assists.

Skylar Wilson had two
solo tackles and three
assists. Chance Long
recorded three assists and
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broke up a pass, while RQ
Thompson had two solo
tackles and an assist.

Newman provided one
of West Carroll’s biggest
defensive plays with an
interception. He also broke
up a pass. Sawyer Jackson
was credited with another
pass breakup.

Landon Wilson recorded
a solo tackle and an assist,
Rylen had one solo tackle
and one assist, Noah
Cecchini contributed two
assists and David added
an assist.

On special teams,
Rodgers totaled 28 yards
on three returns. RQ
Thompson had 13 yards on
two returns, Skylar Wilson
returned one kick for 10
yards and Newman totaled
31 yards on two returns.

Newman also handled the
punting duties, averaging 37
yards on four punts.

The War Eagles were
unable to overcome
Dresden’s offensive
production as the Lions
pulled away for the 43-6
victory.

MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Rebels Shut Out Stewart County

McKENZIE (September 3) — McK-
enzie Middle School’s defense forced
multiple turnovers and kept Stewart
County off the scoreboard Thursday as
the Rebels rolled to a 32-0 victory.

McKenzie grabbed momentum ear-
ly after Stewart County went three-
and-out on its opening possession and
followed with a poor snap on fourth
down. Navadius Owens capitalized
with a touchdown run to give MMS the

early lead.

Following another defensive stop,
McKenzie marched down the field be-
fore Da’Von Webb broke free for a 41-
yard touchdown run, extending the lead

to 12-0.

Makhyn Gilbert then intercepted a
Stewart County pass, setting up another
McKenzie score. Colin Yelley caught a
touchdown pass from quarterback Cord

Wall, who replaced starting quarterback

Kenden Coleman during the first quar-
ter, to push the lead to 18-0.

McKenzie's defense continued to
shut down Stewart County, and Wall
connected with Thomas Howard for a
53-yard touchdown pass to make it 24-0.

Gilbert later added to his interception
with a 2-yard touchdown run, extending
McKenzie's advantage to 30-0.

Special teams proved to be one of
the few trouble spots for McKenzie, but

night.

McKenzie’s Navadius Owens sacks the
Stewart County quarterback.

a bad snap on an extra-point attempt
turned into a successful 2-point con-
version, giving the Rebels their final
32-0 margin.

Kash Shaw helped seal the shutout
with another interception as the McK-
enzie defense completed a dominant

The Rebels return home Thursday,
September 10, to face the Huntingdon
Middle School Mustangs.

TSWA Rank Rebels Fourth, Mustangs First

NASHVILLE (Septem-
ber 7) — The Tennessee
Sports Writers Associa-
tion announced its prep
football rankings follow-
ing week 3 competition
on Monday. The top 10
teams in each of the six
Division I classifications
and the top 5 in three
Division II classes were
selected by TSWA mem-
bers, with first-place votes
in parentheses and to-
tal points for Division I
classifications based on
10 points for a first-place
vote through one point
for a 10th-place vote (with
votes ranging from five
points to one point for Di-
vision II classifications).

Class 1A

1. South Pittsburg (2-1)
-- 169 points (16). Last
week: No. 1; 2. Coalfield
(2-1) -- 145 points. Last
week: No. 3.; 3. Hamp-
ton (3-0) -- 131 points
(1). Last week: No. 4.; 4.
McKenzie (1-2) -- 118
points. Last week: No. 2,;
5. Humboldt (3-0) -- 113
points. Last week: No. 5.;

6. Sale Creek (2-0) -- 88
points. Last week: No. 6.;
7. Greenback (3-0) -- 64
points. Last week: No. 8.;
tied 8. Cornersville (3-0)
-- 32 points. Last week:
Not ranked.; Tied 8. Jo
Byrns (2-1) -- 32 points.
Last week: No. 10.; 10.
Memphis Middle College
(1-1) -- 24 points. Last
week: Not ranked.

Others receiving 10 or
more points: Richland
(13).

Class 2A

1. Huntingdon (3-0)
-- 170 points (17). Last
week: No. 1.; 2. Mari-
on County (3-0) -- 148
points. Last week: No. 2.;
3. East Nashville (2-1) --
138 points. Last week: No.
3.; 4. East Robertson (3-0)
-- 118 points. Last week:
No. 4.; 5. Gordonsville (3-
0) -- 99 points. Last week:
No. 6.; 6. Milan (2-1) -- 83
points. Last week: No. 5.
7. Happy Valley (3-0) -- 56
points. Last week: No. 9,;
8. Bledsoe County (2-1)
-- 47 points. Last week:
No.8.; 9. Memphis Acad-

emy of Science & Engi-
neering (1-2) -- 25 points.
Last week: No. 10.; 10.
Mt. Pleasant (2-1) -- 16
points. Last week: No. 7.
Others receiving 10 or
more points: Fairley (12);
Grundy County (12).

Class 3A

1. Westview (3-0) -- 170
points (17). Last week:
No. 1.; 2. Tyner Acade-
my (3-0) -- 153 points.
Last week: No. 2.; 3.
Meigs County (3-0) -- 135
points. Last week: No. 3,;
4. Forrest (3-0) -- 113
points. Last week: No. 4.;
5. Giles County (2-1) --
104 points. Last week: No.
5.; 6. Covington (2-1) -- 79
points. Last week: No. 7.;
7. Whites Creek (2-0) --
58 points. Last week: No.
8.; 8. Fairview (3-0) -- 46
points. Last week: No. 9.;
9. Sequatchie County (2-
1) -- 36 points. Last week:
No. 6.; 10. Unicoi County
(2-1) -- 28 points. Last
week: No. 10.

Others receiving 10 or
more points: Kingston
(10).

Rebels Volleyball Falls to Waverly in Three

MCcKENZIE (August 31)
— The McKenzie Lady
Rebels volleyball team fell
to Waverly in three sets
Monday, August 31, drop-
ping its overall record to
4-3. McKenzie remains
3-0 in district play.

Waverly took the open-
ing set 25-14 before McK-
enzie battled to a close
25-22 loss in the second
set. Waverly closed the
match with a 25-9 victory
in the third.

Jaycee Stafford led

McKenzie offensively
with five kills while add-
ing six digs and one ace.
Braylin Auvenshine re-
corded four kills, three
blocks and one ace.

Kynadie Brown led the
Rebels with 10 digs and
eight assists while add-
ing two aces and one kill.
Addison Milam finished
with three blocks, two
kills, two assists and one
ace. Charlie Cassidy add-
ed eight digs, one kill, one
block and one ace.

The McKenzie junior
varsity team also fell to
Waverly in two sets, 25-13
and 25-23, dropping its
record to 4-3.

Kynlee Barden led the
JV squad with 11 digs and
four aces while adding
two kills. Sami Mathis
recorded eight digs, and
Willow Stenberg added
six digs and two kills.
Charlie Cassidy contrib-
uted three aces and two
blocks.

HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL

Huntingdon’s Wylie Kee goes for a kill shot. Photo by Russell Bush/The Banner

Huntingdon Defeats McKenzie 3-0

BY RUSSELL BUSH

banner@mckenziebanner.com

Huntingdon (September
1) — Huntingdon and McK-
enzie meet on the volley-
ball court at Huntingdon
High School with the Fillies
earning a three set to zero
win over the visiting Lady
Rebels. The JV teams from
both schools meet to start
the night with Huntingdon
winning both sets. The Fil-

lies won the first set 25-20
and the second set 25-14.

In the varsity segment
of the night the Fillies won
over the Lady Rebels 3-0.
The Fillies got off to a fast
start in the first set as they
scored the first seven points
of the match to take a 7-0
lead behind the serves of
Taylor Canovan.

The Lady Rebels broke
the streak with a point, but
the Fillies scored the next

six points to take a 13-1 lead
and went on the win the set
25-10.

The second set started
with a much closer score
as the Fillies led 10-7 ear-
ly but would outscore the
Lady Rebels 15-4 for the
remainder of the set to take
the second set 25-11.

The Fillies also domi-
nated the third set as well,
winning 25-14 to win the
match.

Rebels Volleyball Sweeps Madison

MCcKENZIE (September
3) — The McKenzie Lady
Rebels bounced back with
a three-set district victory
over Madison on Thursday,
improving to 5-4 overall and
4-1 in district play.

McKenzie battled to a 27-
25 victory in the opening
set before taking control of
the match with consecutive
25-19 wins to complete the
sweep.

Jaycee Stafford led the

Rebels with 12 kills and sev-
en digs. Addison Milam and
Braylin Auvenshine each
recorded nine kills, with
Auvenshine adding three
blocks and four aces.
Kynadie Brown direct-
ed the McKenzie offense
with 21 assists while adding
three kills and two aces.
Charlie Cassidy recorded
four aces, three kills and
three digs. Madilyn Milam
added three aces and two

kills, while Maggie Hall fin-
ished with five digs.

The McKenzie junior var-
sity team also swept Madi-
son, winning both sets 25-
21 to improve to 5-4.

Madilyn Milam led the JV
team with six kills. Charlie
Cassidy, Willow Stenberg
and Kynlee Barden each re-
corded five kills. Abby Car-
roll finished with 12 assists
and five aces, while Aubrey
Hoffman added five assists.

COURTESY BETHEL SID

MARIETTA, Ga. (Septem-
ber 1) — The Bethel Uni-
versity women’s golf team
delivered an impressive
final-round performance
Tuesday, climbing one posi-
tion to finish second in the
2026 Eagle’s Open at City
Club Marietta.

Bethel fired a final-round
306—its best score of the
tournament by 21 strokes—
to pass Midway and secure
runner-up honors behind
tournament champion Dal-
ton State.

The Lady Wildcats fin-
ished the 54-hole event
with rounds of 327, 332
and 306 for a total of 965.
Dalton State captured the
championship with 918,
while Midway finished third
at 978.

Every counting score for
Bethel during Tuesday’s fi-
nal round was in the 70s.

Freshman Charli Weath-
erford completed an im-

pressive collegiate debut
with a 75. After opening
with rounds of 78 and 81,
Weatherford finished with
a three-round total of 234
to lead the Lady Wildcats.

Skylar Waller also carded
a 75 Tuesday and complet-
ed the tournament at 240
following opening rounds
of 81 and 84.

Ruby Savage produced
Bethel’s third counting
score with a final-round 77.
Savage improved through-
out the event, following
rounds of 92 and 83 with
Tuesday’s strong perfor-
mance to finish at 252.

Martina Gonzalez round-
ed out Bethel’s team score
with a 79. She recorded
rounds of 83, 84 and 79 for
a 246 total.

Merle Chacon shot an
82 in the final round and
finished the tournament at
253 after posting rounds of
85 and 86 Monday.

Competing as individu-

Ldy Wildcats Make Surge at Eagle’s Oen

als, Allijah Griffith finished
with rounds of 89, 92 and 84
for a 265 total, while Enzley
Denton recorded rounds of
96, 93 and 87 for a 276.

Bethel began the final
round in third place, five
strokes behind Midway. The
Lady Wildcats outshot Mid-
way by 18 strokes Tuesday
to move comfortably into
second place.

Bethel Coach Larry
Joe Smith was extremely
pleased and happy for his
squad. “Our young ladies
played so well today, and I
am so happy for them. This
was a strong field and to
finish second behind No. 2
Dalton State is impressive.
We will continue to work
hard as shoot for that top
spot.”

The runner-up finish pro-
vided an outstanding start
to the fall season for the
Lady Wildcats, who showed
significant improvement
over the final 18

Bethel Shooters Shine Across
Divisions in Rimfire Nationals

COURTESY BETHEL SID

OLIVER SPRINGS,
Tenn. — The Rimfire Nation
Nationals brought together
some of the top compet-
itors in the country, and
Bethel athletes delivered
standout performances
across multiple divisions
in both the Limited and the
Open categories. The event
was held at the Windrock
Shooting Range and Train-
ing Center in Oliver Springs,
Tennessee.

Men’s Limited Division

The Men’s Limited di-
vision saw intense com-
petition, with Kaleb Klein
taking home the 1st place
finish. Tanner secured the

3rd spot, followed closely
by Brice Jones in 4th place,
and James Bryant rounded
out the top group with a 5th
place finish. Their strong
placements underscored
the depth of talent among
national shooters.

Ladies Limited Division

The Ladies Limited di-
vision featured remarkable
performances as well. Ella
Tryon captured 2nd place,
Olivia Albertson claimed
4th, and Alyson Battreal
earned 6th, highlighting
skill among the female
competitors.

Men's Open Division

In the Men’s Open di-
vision, Kaleb once again
took, clinching 1st place.

Brice earned a hard-fought
2nd place, Tanner Gibson
finished in 4th, and James
secured 7th, showcasing
consistency across both
events.

Ladies Open Division

In the Ladies Open
division, Olivia stole the
spotlight with a 1st place
victory. Ella fought her way
to 5th, and Alyson achieved
7th, proving their capability
to compete at the highest
level.

The Rimfire Nation Na-
tionals once again demon-
strated the dedication,
training, and talent of Beth-
el Action Shooting Team.
With all top ten finishes and
several podium placements,
these competitors continue
to elevate the reputation of
their shooting community
on the national stage.



Page 12 - Tuesday, September 8, 2026 - The McKenzie Banner « McKenzie, Tenn. - mckenziebanner.com

Left, Cole Brown looks for yardage against Christ

ian County. Right, Lelan Gordon

hunts down Christian County Ball Carrier. Photos by Mark Bowlin/The Banner

Christian County Adds 20 Fourth-Quarter
Points to Defeat McKenzie Rebels, 47-28

MCcKENZIE (September
4) — In a wild, back-and-
forth Friday night thriller,
Christian County rode an
explosive fourth-quarter per-
formance to pull away from
McKenzie for a 47-28 victory
on Sept. 4.

After McKenzie took a
tight 28-27 lead early in the
final quarter, Christian Coun-
ty responded with 20 unan-
swered points—capped by a
game-sealing 80-yard inter-
ception return touchdown—
to seal the high-scoring affair.

Both teams entered the
non-conference battle sitting
at 1-1, but it was Christian
County that found its thythm
late behind the arm of quar-
terback Jasiah McCarley and
the dynamic play-making of
wide-out Jaylen Ray.

McKenzie set the tone ear-
ly in the first quarter when
quarterback Cole Brown
connected with receiver Av-
ery Brown for a stunning
65-yard touchdown pass to
make it 7-0. Christian County
answered back in the second
period, as Deasian Harris
punched in a 6-yard touch-
down run to cut the deficit
to 7-6.

The Rebels padded their
lead briefly when Parker
Ross intercepted a McCar-
ley pass and returned it 55
yards to the house. However,
Christian County fought right
back before halftime, using a
5-yard touchdown run and
an extra point to knot the
score at 13-13 heading into
the locker room.

The action escalated in a
chaotic third quarter. Cole
Brown and Avery Brown
hooked up once more for a
19-yard touchdown strike,
regaining a 20-13 edge for
McKenzie. Christian County
stormed right back, claiming
its first lead of the night at
21-20 behind a 3-yard touch-
down run from Harris and a
successful two-point conver-
sion. Jeremiah Smith then
added to the momentum,
breaking free for a 50-yard
touchdown sprint to push
Christian

McKenzie showed plenty
of fight to open the final stan-
za. Cole Brown orchestrated
a drive that ended with a
17-yard touchdown pass to
Jayden Callis, followed by a
successful two-point conver-
sion that nudged the Rebels
back on top, 28-27.

From there, it was all
Christian County.

McCarley connected with
Jaylen Ray for a pair of back-
to-breaking deep touchdown
passes—first from 44 yards
out, followed shortly by a
breathtaking 74-yard score—
stretching the lead to 40-28.
Minutes later, the Christian
County defense provided the
final exclamation point, pick-
ing off Brown and returning it
80 yards to put the game out
of reach at 47-28.

Despite the loss, McKenzie
put up impressive offensive
numbers, racking up 434
total yards across 72 plays.
Cole Brown finished 24-of-
37 passing for 286 yards,

three touchdowns, and an
interception, while adding
61 yards on the ground. Av-
ery Brown was dynamic in
the passing attack, hauling
in 7 catches for 138 yards
and two scores. Jayden Cal-
lis paced the ground game
with 87 rushing yards on 17
carries. Defensively, Alton
Carrington and Drew Reed-
er spearheaded the Rebels'
effort, tallying 12 and 14 total
tackles, respectively.

Christian County gener-
ated 430 total yards on just
49 plays, leaning heavily on
big chunk plays. McCarley
completed 7 of 15 passes for
172 yards, two touchdowns,
and two interceptions, with
Ray catching three passes for
a game-high 145 yards and
two scores. The home team
added 258 rushing yards, led
by Smith's 150 yards and a
score on 24 carries.

With the loss, McKenzie
drops to 1-2 on the season,
while Christian County im-
proves to 2-1.

Rushing: J. Callis 17 att.
87yds; C. Brown 9 att. 61 yds.

Passing: C. Brown 24-36
286 yds, 3 tds 1 int.

Receiving: A. Brown 7 rec
138 yds 2 tds; L. Gordon 5
rec. 39 yds; J. Callis 4 rec
42yds 1 td; A. Carrington 3
rec 27yds; J. Melton 2 rec
21yds; ]J. Blanton 1 rec 15yds;
M. Campbell 1 rec 4 yds.

Defense: D. Reeder 9 tkls,
A. Carrington 9 tkls, C. Brown
7 tkls, C. Gordon 6 tkls.

Defense Turnovers: P. Ross
1INT, A. Brown 1 INT.

e

MCcKENZIE (September
1) — McKenzie High
School girls’ soccer
celebrated Senior Night
with a dominant 10-0 win
over Haywood on Tuesday.

The Lady Rebels spread
the scoring across the
lineup, with nine different
players finding the back of
the net.

Stephanie Padilla led
McKenzie with two goals.
Kaydynce Barksdale scored

RébeISoccer Celéb“ra'tés.Séniof Night

one goal and added one
assist.

Alleigh Britt, Bella
Batton, Sophie Dameron,
Hannah Prince, Alyssabella
Sass, Millie Brigham and
Lauren Burlison each
scored one goal.

Brigham also recorded
an assist, while Ava
Hastings finished with two
assists.

The shutout capped
off Senior Night with a

convincing home victory
for McKenzie.
McKenzie scoring:
Stephanie Padilla 2 goals;
Kaydynce Barksdale 1
goal, 1 assist; Alleigh Britt
1 goal; Bella Batton 1 goal;
Sophie Dameron 1 goal;
Hannah Prince 1 goal;
Alyssabella Sass 1 goal;
Millie Brigham 1 goal, 1
assist; Lauren Burlison 1
goal; Ava Hastings 2 assists.

Number 30, Layla Arnold
is the daughter of Jason and
Holly Arnold. She plays
striker and defender and
has been a member of the
team for 4 years.

She thanked her coaches
for helping her grow and
improve and learn more
about soccer. She also
thanks her teammates for
being there and helping her
become a better teammate.

Number 12, Madi Laws is
the daughter of Chris and
Erin Laws. She plays cen-
ter striker and has been a
member of the team for 2
years. Her favorite soccer
memory is being able to

ihth Gade Scer

participate together as a
team and win.

Number 13, Madison
Nelson. She is the daugh-
ter of Caitlyn Nelson and
Clinton Clark. She plays
defense and has been a
member of the team for 2
years. She says she thanks
the Lord, because He gave
her courage.

Number 23, Macie Sear-
att is the daughter of Diana
Searatt and Jeter Vowell
and the late Andrew Max-
well. She plays goalie and
defender and has been a
member of the team for 2
years. She thanks her team-
mates and coaches for help-

ing her through this season.

Number 25, Olivia Shank.
She is the daughter of Sa-
mantha and John. She plays
center midfield and has been
a member for 2 years, and
serves as captain. She thanks
her coaches, teammates and
parents for believing in her
when she didn’t even believe
in herself.

Number 14, Anna Sum-
mers, the daughter of Joel
and Jamie Summers.

She plays goalie and strik-
er and has been a member
of the team for 4 years,
and serves as captain. She
thanks the Lord for letting
her be here.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
Mustangs Defeat Milan to Take Region Lead

BY RUSSELL BUSH

banner@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (Sep-
tember 4) - Kenton Smith
put on a masterclass per-
formance, accounting for
331 total yards and four
touchdowns to propel the
Mustangs to a 34-14 vic-
tory over archrival Milan
in their region opener.
Smith bested the Bull-
dogs’ defense on the
ground with 181 rushing
yards on 32 carries while
adding 150 yards through
the air on 9-of-13 passing.
Behind a dominant offen-
sive line, the Mustangs
compiled 228 total rush-
ing yards. K'Shun Car-
ter hauled in two touch-
down receptions, Zayden
Connelly added another
scoring catch, and Hayes
Eubanks chipped in with
a rushing touchdown to
round out the offensive
effort.

After falling behind 14-
13 late in the first half,
the Mustangs seized
complete control of the
contest, unleashing 20
unanswered points. After
entering halftime ahead
21-14, the Mustang de-
fense completely locked
down the Bulldogs in the
second half, surrendering
just 80 total yards after
allowing 189 in the first
two quarters.

Milan won the coin toss
and deferred to the sec-
ond half, giving the Mus-
tangs the opening kickoff.
Starting at their own 29
yard line, the Mustangs
struck immediately. On
the first play from scrim-
mage, Smith found a
seam on the outside and
sprinted 50 yards down
to the Bulldog 21. Despite
a penalty briefly stalling
the drive, Smith capped
it off by connecting with
Connelly for a 13-yard
touchdown pass with 7:23
left in the opening quar-
ter. Greyson Anderson
drilled the PAT to put the
Mustangs up 7-0.

Milan responded with
a methodical 10-play, 80-
yard scoring drive. The
big strike came when
Zak Summers hooked up
with Nick Graves on a
64-yard pass play to set
up first-and-goal at the
Mustang 3. Ty Holling-
sworth punched it in on
the next snap, and Aidan
Pennington’s extra point
tied the score at 7-7.

Moments later, the
Mustang defense came
up big after a fumble
handed Milan deep field
position at the Bulldog
47. Although Milan ad-
vanced to the Mustang
25, the defense stiffened,
forcing back-to-back in-
complete passes to force
a turnover on downs.

Taking over at their
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Above, Zayden Connelly finds running room. Below,
Kenton Smith finds a hole to gain yardage. Photos
by Russell Bush/The Banner

own 25, the Mustangs
launched a 12-play scor-
ing march. Facing a cru-
cial 4th-and-6 at their
own 44, the Mustangs
lined up in punt forma-
tion before shifting rap-
idly to the line of scrim-
mage, drawing Milan off-
side. With the converted
first down, Smith capped
the drive with a 30-yard
touchdown strike to Car-
ter. The point-after at-
tempt was blocked, leav-
ing the Mustangs ahead
13-7.

Milan quickly recap-
tured the momentum on
the very next play from
scrimmage. Summers
connected with Graves
once again, this time for
a stunning 77-yard touch-
down pass. Pennington’s
successful PAT edged Mi-
lan back into the lead, 14-
13, with 1:32 remaining in
the half.

Starting from their own
37 with 1:26 on the clock,
the Mustangs—tradition-
ally a run-heavy squad—
surprised Milan by or-
chestrating a thrilling
two-minute drill. They
covered 63 yards in eight
plays, five of which came
through the air. Smith fin-
ished the drive with an
8-yard touchdown pass
to Carter with just sev-

en seconds left before
halftime, then rushed in
the two-point conversion
himself to send the Mus-
tangs to the locker room
with a 21-14 lead.

The Mustang defense
forced a key stop on
downs to start the second
half, pinning Milan deep
at their own 14-yard line.
The offense then reward-
ed the defensive effort
with a grueling 18-play
drive, culminating in a
2-yard touchdown plunge
by Eubanks with 8:51 re-
maining in the game. An-
derson converted the PAT,
widening the advantage
to 28-14.

After a short 9-yard
punt by Milan set up the
Mustangs at the Bull-
dog 21-yard line, Smith
capped off a 6-play drive
with a 4-yard touchdown
run. Though the extra
point missed, the Mus-
tangs shut down Milan
for the remainder of the
contest to seal the 34-14
victory.

With the win, the Mus-
tangs improve to 3-0
overall and 1-0 in region
play. They will host re-
gion rival Halls this Fri-
day for Homecoming at
Paul Ward Stadium, with
kickoff scheduled for 7
p.m.

Huntingdon High School recognized individuals for their long term service
to Huntingdon Athletics (L to R): George Russell Holder, Lynn Compton, Greg
Mann, Mike Henson, and Roy “Gino” Dill. Photo by Russell Bush

Huntingdon Faithful Recognized for Support

BY RUSSELL BUSH

banner@mckenziebanner.com

Huntingdon High
School recognized five
special people prior to the
Mustangs game with Milan
for over collectively 200
years supporting Mustang
football in various roles.

Roy “Gino” Dill has
served as the team'’s stat-
istician for 50 years. He
is currently starting his
51st year and continues
to serve a vital role for the
Mustang coaches, as well
as preserving moments in

Mustang history that will
never be forgotten.

Mike Henson served
Huntingdon High School
for 35 years as principal,
athletic director, and girls
basketball coach where he
made several state tour-
nament appearances. For
the last eight years he has
served as the clock keeper.

Greg Mann began serv-
ing on the chain crew in
1986. For 40 years he has
been a fixture on the side-
lines running the chains
and serving an important
role every Friday.

Lynn Compton has also
served on the chain crew
for 32 years. He has been
a staple on the sidelines,
serving the Mustang na-
tion for three decades.

George Russell Holder
has been with Mustangs
for almost 50 years serv-
ing on the chain crew, and
has accompanied the Mus-
tangs for every road game.
He encourages the student
athletes and Mustangs for
generations and has exud-
ed a positive sense of pride
and energy on the sideline.
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