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QUOTE

“If there is no struggle,
there is no progress.”
— Frederick Douglass

Students Safe After Bus, Car Collision

A Carroll County school bus and a black Honda Fit collided at ap-
proximately 3:24 p.m. Monday. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

WILDCATS RETURN

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

MCcKENZIE (August 17)
— An accident involving
Carroll County School
Bus 36 and a black Hon-
da Fit occurred at the in-
tersection of Cedar Street
and Main Street South at
approximately 3:24 p.m.
Monday.

The school bus, which
was carrying 48 students

See BUS on Page 3

Brantley Jent (plctured left) welcomes new students to Bethel Photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner

Bethel University Freshmen Welcomed by
Community, University at Annual Fair

BY JOEL WASHBURN

washburn@mckenziebanner.com
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McKENZIE (August 15) —
The McKenzie community
joined Bethel University faculty,

student organizations, and local
representatives on Saturday to
provide a warm welcome to
the incoming freshman class.
The event brought together a
diverse group of local food ven-

dors, medical professionals, and
faith-based organizations, all
gathered to introduce the new
students to their new home.

See BETHEL on Page 3

Park Theatre Faces Long-Term Fundmg Questions

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

MCcKENZIE (August 13) — Ten
years after reviving the Park The-
atre, the City of McKenzie is now
grappling with the venue’s long-
term sustainability following
a decision to transfer $54,000
from the General Fund to cover
a lingering budget deficit.

During Thursday night’s meet-
ing of McKenzie’s Board of Mayor
and Council, City Attorney Beau
Pemberton indicated that the
council might need to face un-
comfortable conversations about
the future funding of the theatre.

See THEATRE on Page 3
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Entering Final
Days to Qualify
For November
Municipal Elections
BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

CARROLL COUNTY (August
14) — Municipal seats in Atwood,
Bruceton, Hollow Rock, McKenzie,
McLemoresville and Trezevant are
up for grabs come November, as
yet another election looms ahead
in Carroll County.

See ELECTIONS on Page 3

McKenzie Rotary Club Presi-
dent Armand Hebert addressed
McKenzie City Council Thursday
night regarding the club’s food
pantry initiative. Photo by Lynd-
sey Summers/The Banner

Former Police
Station to House
McKenzie Rotary
Food Pantry

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (August 13) — After
living primarily in McKenzie City
Hall for several months, the McK-
enzie Rotary Club’s food pantry
has officially found a home. During
Thursday night’s meeting, the McK-
enzie City Council agreed to house
the food pantry in the city’s former
police station, located in the rear

See PANTRY on Page 3

West Carroll

School Board
Approves $11.5

Million Budget

BY HANNAH WILSON

Mirror-Exchange

ATWOOD (August 13) — The
West Carroll Special School Dis-
trict Board of Education met
Thursday for its regular monthly
session to finalize the district’s
financial budget for the upcom-
ing year. With all board members

See BUDGET on Page 3
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West Carroll Schools Continue
Free School Meal Program

BY MANDY DREWRY
WCSSD Child Nutrition Director

West Carroll Special
School District serves all
three schools under the Na-
tional School Breakfast and/
or School Lunch Program.
West Carroll will continue
participation in the Com-
munity Eligibility Provi-
sion (CEP) for the 2026-27
school year. No further ac-
tion is required of you. The
USDA provision allows your
child(ren) to participate in
the school meal programs
without having to pay a fee
or submit a meal application.

CEP is a key provision of
the Healthy, Hunger Free
Kids Act of 2010, which al-
lows schools and school dis-
tricts in low-income areas to
eliminate school meal appli-
cations and serve breakfast
and lunch at no charge to
all enrolled students. CEP
gives food service profes-
sionals more time to focus on
preparing nutritious meals
and therefore gives students

more time to eat by reduc-
ing time spent waiting in the
lunch line. More importantly,
by offering all students a nu-
tritious breakfast and lunch
at no cost, CEP helps ensure
more students come to class
well-nourished and ready
to learn.

School Nutrition pro-
grams don’t get extra mon-
ey to operate; they must be
self-sustaining.

Each meal served has to
pay for the entire cost of the
program — including food,
staff labor, equipment, train-
ing, supplies and more. All
of that has to fit into about
$5 per meal.

What West Carroll Re-
ceives in 2026-2027:

Lunch reimbursement —
85% of student meals: $5.02
each; Remaining 15%: $0.62
each.

Breakfast reimbursement
— 85% of student meals:
$3.05 each; Remaining 15%:
$0.42 each.

When most meals are re-

imbursed at full rate, some
are reimbursed at only cents;
the program must stretch
every dollar to cover all op-
erating costs while still serv-
ing healthy, nutritious meals
that help students learn and
grow. That's why meal partic-
ipation and careful budget-
ing are so important. Behind
every school meal is a hard-
working team committed
to making it happen for our
students.

Children need healthy
meals to learn. WCSSD of-
fers healthy meals every
school day. Breakfast and
lunch meals follow the Unit-
ed States Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) guidelines
for healthy school meals, so
please encourage students to
participate. “In the operation
of child feeding programs, no
child will be discriminated
against because of race, sex,
color, national origin, age, or
disability””

Parents or guardians who
need further information
may contact Mandy Dre-
wry, Child Nutrition Program
Director 731-662-4200 or by
email at mandy.drewry@
wcssd.org.

Left, Carroll County Mayor Joseph Butler present

s retiring Road Supervisor Ricky

Scott a plaque for his years of distinguished service. Right, Carroll County Mayor
Joseph Butler presents retiring Property Assessor Rita Jones a plaque for her years
of distinguished service. Photos by Jason R. Martin/The Banner

County Honors Retirees, Commission
Votes Down Hazardous Duty Benefit

BY JASON R. MARTIN

Jjmartin@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (August
10) — The Carroll County
Commission honored retir-
ing county officials and re-
jected a proposed hazardous
duty supplemental retire-
ment benefit during its Mon-
day, August 10 meeting at the
Carroll County Civic Center.

Recognized for their ser-
vice were retiring county of-
ficials Property Assessor Rita
Jones, Road Supervisor Ricky
Scott and Sheriff Andy Dick-
son, along with County Com-
missioners Jimmy McClure,
Joey Darnall, John Austin,
Cyril Ostiguy, Joey Simmons
and Daniel Thomas.

Resolution 8-08-2026,
which would have estab-
lished a Hazardous Duty
Supplemental Benefit, gener-
ated considerable discussion
among commissioners and
Sherift Dickson.

One concern was the re-
quirement for the county to
make a lump-sum payment
of $328,774 to the retirement
system. Commissioners also
discussed the limited num-
ber of individuals who would
be eligible for the benefit.
Volunteer firefighters were
among those who would not
qualify.

Prior to the vote, Commis-
sioner Barry Mac Murphy
moved to table the resolution
until the next meeting. The
motion received a second but
failed 4-16-1. Several com-
missioners said the current
legislative body should make
the decision rather than leave
the matter to the new com-
mission taking office Sep-
tember 1.

Dickson noted that incom-
ing Sheriff Eric Sawyers was
present and could answer
questions concerning his po-
sition on the proposal. Saw-
yers was not called on by the
commission.

The commission then vot-
ed 4-15-2 against establishing
the hazardous duty supple-
mental benefit.

Following the vote, Dick-
son requested the withdraw-
al of Resolution 8-10-2026,
which would have amended
the Drug Fund Budget by
$240,000 for the purchase of
vehicles. The measure could
return to the commission for
consideration in September.

The commission approved
Resolution 8-04-2026, ex-
tending Sunday hours for

Carroll County Mayor Joseph Butler presents retiring
Sheriff Andy Dickson a plaque for his years of distin-
guished service. Photo by Jason R. Martin/The Banner

establishments selling beer in
unincorporated areas of Car-
roll County. Under the reso-
lution, beer sales are permit-
ted from noon to midnight
on Sundays. The measure
passed 17-4.

Resolution 8-06-2026 es-
tablished a one-year morato-
rium on data centers in Car-
roll County. The moratorium
gives the Carroll County May-
or’s Office, Carroll County
Lake Planning Commission
and Carroll County Legisla-
tive Body time to study the
potential health and environ-
mental effects of current and
emerging technologies, in-
cluding data processing, data
mining and cryptocurrency
mining operations. Among
the concerns cited regard-
ing such operations are their
peak electrical demands.

The commission approved
Resolution 8-07-2026, au-
thorizing a second amend-
ment to the Waste Disposal
Services Agreement with
Republic Services for rural
trash collection and disposal.
The agreement establishes a
five-year contract between
Carroll County and Republic
Services, with an option for a
five-year extension.

Republic Services assumed
the county’s waste disposal
services following the col-
lapse of Red River. The Solid
Waste Committee recom-
mended continuing with
Republic Services following
the company’s acquisition
of RaeKar.

Resolution 8-05-2026
amended the rules govern-
ing the Carroll County Leg-
islative Body. Under Rule
VII, language concerning the
citizens forum was changed
by deleting the phrase “on a

subject on the agenda” and
replacing it with language
allowing comments on mat-
ters germane to both agenda
items and the jurisdiction of
the legislative body. Under
Rule X, the “Budget Com-
mittee” was renamed the
“Finance, Ways and Means
Committee”

Other Business, the com-
mission also approved sev-
eral other resolutions:

Resolution 8-01-2026 au-
thorized retiring Sheriff Andy
Dickson to retain a service
weapon of his choice.

Resolution 8-02-2026 ap-
pointed Mary Ryan Bond and
Rene Dickens to the Carroll
County Library Board.

Resolution 8-03-2026 ap-
pointed Willie Huffman and
Dr. Walter Butler to the Car-
roll County Electric Depart-
ment Board.

Resolution 8-09-2026
amended the General Fund
Budget for Animal Control
by $19,200.

Resolution 8-11-2026
amended the ARPA Fund
Budget for a Civic Cen-
ter grant in the amount of
$116,054.

Resolution 8-12-2026
amended the Grant Fund
Budget for various county
departments.

Notaries elected were Ca-
leb Buchanan, Amy Country-
man, Nelda Davidson, Tina
Pauline Deloach, David Gar-
cia, Amelia Jordan, Dwayne
Maddox I1I, Andrew Maddox,
Heather Moore, Courtney
Oatsvall and Jamy Wortham.

The next scheduled meet-
ing of the Carroll County
Commission is September
14 at 7 p.m. at the Carroll
County Government Com-
plex in Huntingdon.

NEWS

McKenzie Moves Forward
With 2026 Paving Project

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (August
13) — The McKenzie
City Council on Thurs-
day approved a bid of-
fer for the city’s next big
paving project, which is
now expected to begin
within the next month.
The project starts with
David Street and contin-
ues with Field Street, Lo-
cust Avenue, the parking
lot at theDEPOT and the
parking lot adjacent to
the former JT’s Grill.

After reviewing bids
from Pavement Resto-
rations, Inc., Murray Pav-
ing Inc. and Martin Pav-
ing Company, the council
moved forward with Mar-

tin Paving Company’s low
bid offer of $268,000.

A Martin Paving Com-
pany representative was
unable to indicate the
company’s soonest start
date, but he assured the
council that the project
could begin within a
month of agreement.

The $268,000 project
includes vegetation re-
moval, surface cleaning,
preparatory paving re-
pairs and crack sealing,
any incidental repair, ex-
cavation and preparation
(milling) of the subgrade
for the streets with instal-
lation and compaction of
mineral aggregate base,
replace/repair asphalt/
concrete curbing as need-

ed, painting pavement
lines and resurfacing
streets with a 2-inch lay-
er of compacted hot mix
asphalt paving. It totals a
little over 1,800 tons.
The David Street proj-
ect starts at Cole Street
and ends at Highway 79,
the Field Street project
begins at Locust Avenue
and ends at Magnolia
Avenue and the Locust
Avenue project starts
at Mulberry Street and
ends at Park Street. The
parking lot at theDEPOT
begins at Lee Avenue and
ends at Bruce Street, and
the parking lot beside the
former JT’s Grill begins at
Cedar Street and ends at
University Drive.

Sweet Tea Festival is This Weekend

McKENZIE — The an-
nual Sweet Tea Festival
is August 20-23, 2026 in
downtown McKenzie. The
city-sponsored event fea-
tures entertainment, arts
and crafts booths, food
trucks, car show, and a
small carnival.

Both Broadway Street
and Banner Row will close
to accommodate the ev-
er-growing number of
vendors.

This year’s event begins
with the Carroll Arts” pre-
sentation of “A Southern
Fried Funeral” theatrical
production in the historic
Park Theatre. The event
is both Thursday, August
20 at 7 p.m. and Sunday,
August 23 at 2 p.m. Tickets
are available at the door of
each performance.

On Friday, the food
trucks and craft vendors
roll in to downtown filling
the streets and Veterans
Memorial Park. Friday, the
food and crafts are open 6
to 10 p.m.

Saturday, the events be-
gin at 10 a.m. with food,
crafts, and a carnival and
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other kids’ activities.

A car show is 10 am. to
2 p.m. on the McKenzie
Banking Company park-
ing lot.

A sweet tea taste-off is
2 to 4 p.m. on Broadway
Street.

Free entertainment be-
gins at 3 p.m. on Broad-
way Street on the big stage.
Bethel University’s Renais-
sance Bluegrass Band, per-

forms 3 to 5 p.m. The ac-
complished musicians and
vocalists are renowned for
their talent.

Vonda Peet and Com-
pany performs 5 to 7 p.m.

Dek of Hearts performs
7 to 9 p.m. They performed
on The Voice.

The Saturday events
conclude with a fireworks
show at 9 p.m.

Trezevant Board Transfers
Broad Street Property to IDB

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

TREZEVANT (August 11)
— The Town of Trezevant
Board of Aldermen vot-
ed Tuesday to rezone the
property at 5340 Broad
Street South to business
and transfer its owner-
ship to the town’s Indus-
trial Development Board
(IDB) — putting an end
to a months-long debate
regarding what Town At-
torney Charlie Trotter con-
sidered “the best piece of
property in Trezevant.”

In previous meetings,
local entrepreneur Philip
Colwell showed interest
in putting a grocery store
on the property, which is
located adjacent to Pat’s
Restaurant on Highway
79. Colwell was scheduled
to speak to the board on
Tuesday night but was un-
able to appear.

The rezoning vote was
split 4-1, with Alderman
Don Barger being the only
member to vote against it.

On the transfer of own-
ership, Trotter recom-
mended that the council
wait before voting one way
or the other. He said the
board needed to work with
the IDB to create stipu-
lations before giving the
property away. He also
recommended that the
property only be offered
to potential business own-
ers on a long-term ground
lease.

Alderman Barger, a for-
mer member of Trezevant's
long-dormant IDB, dis-
agreed with Trotter’s first
point.

“You can’t operate an
Industrial Development
Board if you don’t have
anything to operate,” Barg-
er said. He emphasized
that Trezevant’s IDB mem-
bers were hand-selected
for the purpose of making

responsible decisions and
that they should be trusted
with the property.

As discussions contin-
ued, IDB Chairman Rita
Foster said that the IDB
is not yet ready to sell or
lease out the property and
that they want to build a
partnership with the Board
of Aldermen.

Despite momentarily
agreeing that the IDB was
not ready for the transfer,
the board ultimately de-
cided to transfer owner-
ship in a 3-2 vote. Alder-
men Pam Joyner and Dan
Dieringer voted against
the transfer.

The meeting continued,
and Mayor Bobby Blaylock
and Alderman Joyner pre-
sented the board with sep-
arate ordinance requests.

Mayor Blaylock’s request
to increase the town’s max-
imum spending limit to
$20,000 faced criticism
from both the Board of
Aldermen and Trezevant
residents in attendance.

Currently, the Town
of Trezevant’s spending
limit is $10,000. To pur-
chase anything above that
amount, the town must
run advertisements in the
local newspaper and re-
ceive outside quotes or
bids.

“As expensive as ev-
erything is, $20,000 isn’t
much anymore,” Mayor
Blaylock said. He ex-
plained that increasing
the spending limit will
help to replace items in
an emergency situation.

However, Alderman
Barger countered that
there is no room in the
budget to spend such a
large amount of money
and that large purchases
should require time and
thoughtful consideration.

On the side of the mayor,
Alderman Dan Diering-
er said he could see the

need for raising the town’s
spending limit in case of
emergency and further
explained that raising the
spending limit does not
necessarily affect the bud-
get. “The pot of money is
the same,” Dieringer said.
“It hasn’t changed since
1988

The board agreed to ta-
ble the request, not feeling
ready to take it to a vote.

Alderman Joyner’s re-
quest urged for prompt,
fair and consistent codes
enforcement throughout
Trezevant. She presented
an ordinance for Codes
Officer Jim Seaton to be
able to issue citations to
Trezevant residents.

“I've come to the board
on many occasions — as
recently as May 12 — to
ask for support,” Joyner
said, “and actions have not
been taken.

The ordinance aims to
beautify Trezevant and
requires written notice of
violation.

The ordinance passed
on the first of two readings.

In other dealings,
Trezevant Police Chief
Mike Mulligan informed
the board of three vehicles
— a 1990 Dodge Ram, a
2009 Dodge Charger and
a 2002 Crown Victoria —
that the department in-
tended to declare as sur-
plus. The board voted its
agreement.

Erik Grimes with the
Trezevant Water Depart-
ment informed the board
of $198,000 that the town
needed to spend by the
end of the year, and Chief
Municipal Financial Offi-
cer Gabrielle Davis pre-
sented budget amend-
ments to the board. The
board will meet for a
special-called meeting
Thursday, August 20, to
further discuss the 2026-
27 budget.



NEWS

Bus

...From Front Page

from McKenzie Elementa-
ry and McKenzie Middle,
was heading south down
Main Street at the time of
the accident.

McKenzie Special
School District Director of
Schools Dr. Justin Barden,
McKenzie Elementary
Principal Tonya Brown
and McKenzie Elementa-

ry Assistant Principal Zach
Renfro arrived at the scene
shortly after the accident
and began coordinating
with parents to pick up
their children.

The McKenzie Police
Department, McKenzie
Fire/Rescue, Carroll Coun-
ty Fire Department, Carroll
County Emergency Man-
agement Agency (EMA),
Tennessee Highway Patrol
and Baptist Ambulance
Service responded to the
scene.
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When emergency per-
sonnel determined the
students were safe to exit
the vehicle, students were
relocated to McKenzie’s
Park Theatre where they
were further evaluated for
injuries.

The driver of the Honda
Fit sustained minor inju-
ries and was transported
to Baptist Memorial Hos-
pital-Carroll County.

A complete accident re-
port was unavailable at
press time.

Budget

...From Front Page

and Director of Schools
Preston Caldwell in atten-
dance, the primary focus
of the meeting was the
formal adoption of the
fiscal year 2027 budget.
The board approved
an $11.5 million budget,
supported by approxi-
mately $10 million in pro-
jected revenue. A center-
piece of the fiscal plan
is a $750,000 renovation
project at the elementary
school. Notably, the FY
2027 budget includes a
district-wide 5% salary
increase, with person-
nel costs accounting for
$4.3 million of the total
expenditures. Director
Caldwell expressed con-
fidence in the financial
outlook, stating, “We are
projected to be on budget
with the exception of the
construction project at
the elementary school”
Beyond long-term
budgeting, the board
addressed immediate
facility needs. Caldwell
informed members that
a 5-ton air conditioning
unit servicing the high
school’s front offices
had failed during recent
extreme temperatures.
To expedite the $12,000
replacement, the board
voted to waive standard
advertisement require-
ments and approved the
purchase from HVAC
contractor Jeff Newbill,
who expects the unit to
arrive within two weeks.
The board also received
a progress report on
the ongoing elementary
school renovations from
Maintenance Director
Mark Wright. Wright con-
firmed that all windows
have been replaced and
window seals are slated
for completion by next
week. While the vestibule
wall is upright awaiting
inspection, Wright noted

Preston Caldwell, director of schools of West Carroll
Special School District.

a minor delay in securing
exterior doors, which are
currently five weeks out.

Turning to state funding
and academic resourc-
es, the board approved a
Consolidated Application
for IDEA/ESSA, formally
acknowledging $591,000
in state-awarded funds.
In a separate action,
board members awarded
a $31,499 bid to Learning
Labs for a new plasma
cutter, following a recom-
mendation presented by
Kristin Lindsey.

Kristin Lindsey pre-
sented a bid to board
members for a plasma
cutter. “The lowest bid
was from Learning Labs
for $31,499, and I recom-
mend we award the bid
to them,” said Lindsey.
Board members awarded
the bid to Learning Labs.

The start of the new
school year also neces-
sitated organizational
updates. The board ap-
proved the members for
the Disciplinary Hearing
Authority (DHA), which
now includes Dr. Adam
Douglas, Leslie Farmer,
Brianna Rice, Crystal Po-
linski, Kellie Medina, Jax-
on Stringer, Brandi Tolley,
Jackie Wester, and Jessica
Williams.

During his director’s
report, Caldwell praised
the district’s strong staff
retention rates, attribut-
ing the success to effec-
tive leadership at both

the school and board lev-
els. He confirmed that
all safety and threat as-
sessments are current.
Furthermore, Caldwell
announced WCSSD was
awarded a $50,000 Per-
kins Reserve Grant and
took a moment to recog-
nize BETA Club members
for their recent achieve-
ments at the national
level.

Policy updates were
approved. Following a
second reading of new
TSBA policies, the board
approved a specific
COVID-19 provision. The
policy grants employees
who test positive five ad-
ditional quarantine days,
provided they submit
physician documenta-
tion, without exhausting
their regular sick leave.

Principals from all
three campuses reported
a successful first week of
classes, expressing opti-
mism for the year ahead.

The meeting concluded
with a farewell to out-
going board members
Betty Wallace and Keith
Murray. “Thank you for
all you've done over the
last few years; we will
miss you both,” Caldwell
remarked.

Incoming members
Jonathan Wilson and Lin-
da Black are scheduled
to be administered the
oath of office during the
September meeting.

Elections

...From Front Page

Potential candidates
have until noon on Thurs-
day, August 20 to turn
in their signed petitions
and qualify to be on the
November 3 ballot.

Also on the Novem-
ber 3 ballot is the battle
for Tennessee Governor.
The Carroll County Elec-
tion Commission re-
leased an ongoing list of
petitioners for the No-
vember election on Au-
gust 14 at 7:47 a.m.

Municipal seats on the
November 3 ballot are as
follows:

Atwood

Mayor: T.J. Herndon
has picked up a petition
for the seat. Incumbent
Fridie Algee has not yet
picked up a petition.

Two alderman posi-
tions: Dustin Church and
Joann Long have quali-
fied to run, and Tommy
Polinski has picked up
a petition. Incumbents
Jim Lewis and Randy D.
Long have not picked up
petitions.

Bruceton

Mayor: Brad Hurley
and Johnathan Pierpoint
have qualified to run. In-
cumbent Robert T. Kee-
ton, I1I, picked up a pe-
tition but has yet to file.

Two alderman posi-
tions: Robert Cole has
qualified to run. Thomas

Ashley Ingram, Jason D.
McCord, Michael B Wil-
son and incumbent Jack
R. Blocker have picked
up petitions. Incumbent
James A. Butler has not.

Hollow Rock

Mayor (two-year un-
expired): Misty White
has qualified to run. In-
cumbent Ronnie Webb
has picked up a petition.

Two alderman posi-
tions: James Robison and
newcomer Bobby Broth-
erton have qualified to
run. Incumbent Ange-
la Stockdale has picked
up a petition, as have
newcomers Sherry Ozier
and Misty Dawn White.
Incumbent T. Richard
Goodwin has not yet
picked up a petition.

Alderman (two-year
unexpired): Incumbent
Cathie Pardue and new-
comer Thomas Ashley
Ingram have qualified to
run.

Huntingdon

Three council mem-
ber positions: Incum-
bents John Sanders, Kel-
ly Eubanks and Andrew
Maddox have picked up
petitions.

McKenzie

Mayor: Incumbent
Ryan D. Griffin has qual-
ified to run.

Three councilman
positions: Incumbents
Bobby L. Young and Tom
Alexander have qualified
to run, as has former
councilman Raymond
Glisson. Incumbent Car-

ol Armpriest and new-
comer Armand J. Hebert
have picked up petitions
to run.

McLemoresville

Mayor: Incumbent
Phil Williams and new-
comer Austin Prater have
qualified to run. Nathan
Worrell has picked up a
petition to run.

Five alderman posi-
tions: Incumbents Shar-
ron Holland and Kim
Wheeler and newcomer
Robby Alford have qual-
ified to run. Incumbents
Mike Presson and Lana
Y. Suite and newcomer
Adam Martin have picked
up petitions to run. In-
cumbents Don T. Reed
and Angie Martin have
not picked up petitions.

Trezevant

Three alderman po-
sitions: Incumbent Dan
Dieringer has qualified to
run. Fellow incumbents
Donald M. Barger and
Pamela D. Joyner have
picked up petitions to
run, as have Beth Anne
Farrell and Liz Yohman.

Kirk D. Carter also
qualified in March as
an independent candi-
date for the Tennessee
House of Representatives
District 79 seat. Repre-
sentative Brock Martin
(R-Huntingdon) currently
holds this position.

For more details, con-
tact the Carroll County
Election Commission Of-
fice at 731-986-1968, or
www.carrolltnelections.
com

Bethel

...From Front Page

Despite the sweltering
Saturday afternoon heat,
spirits remained high as
participants lined the road-
ways in front of Campbell
Hall. This long-standing
Bethel tradition, known as
the Freshman Fair, serves
as a cornerstone of the
orientation process, oc-
curring annually on the
Saturday before the start
of the fall semester.

The move-in process for
freshmen and student-ath-
letes began earlier this
week, marking the official
transition to campus life.
While on-campus class-
es are scheduled to begin
Wednesday, August 19,
many students are already
hard at work; both athletes
and members of the Re-
naissance performing arts
program have commenced
immediate practices for
their upcoming seasons.

Above, Rob Harris and Donna Ward of First Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church greeted new freshmen at
Bethel. Both Harris and Ward are Bethel alums. Below,
Stacie Freeman, director of Bethel’s Global Studies,
greeted two freshmen students from Paris, France.
Bethel’s Global Studies is traveling to France in May,

2027. Photos by Joel Washbu

rn/The Banner
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Pantry

...From Front Page

of United Neighbors.

Councilperson Tim Mc-
Bride presented the request
to the board after establish-
ing an agreement with the
McKenzie Rotary Club Pres-
ident Armand Hebert.

Addressing the council,
Hebert said the McKenzie
Rotary Club provided food
assistance to over 700 indi-
viduals in the preceding 30
days through various club
initiatives.

“I really believe that that
expresses that we're on the
right track to really try to
eradicate some hunger is-
sues in our community,”
Hebert said.

Councilperson McBride’s
request stipulated that the
space will serve as a dedicat-
ed site, collection area and
distribution point for the
Rotary Club’s food pantry
initiative.

The City will not charge
any amount to the Rotary
Club for rent or utilities, and
it will absorb the cost and
labor of cleaning the area of
unnecessary items currently
in the rooms. The City will

The McKenzie Rotary Club’s food pantry’s new home is
at the former McKenzie City Hall/Police Department,
located in the rear of United Neighbors. Photo by Lyndsey

Summers/The Banner

also update the space’s elec-
trical capability to ensure it
is safe and up to standard.
The money which was
going to be used by the Ro-
tary Club for a food pantry
can therefore be used for
another service project for
the area, McBride said.
The Rotary Club will,
however, be responsible
for installing a split unit in
the space for the purposes
of heating and cooling, as
there are currently no signs
of ventilation in the space.
Those in need of food as-
sistance will enter through
the back entrance of the
building. Signage will soon
be installed to indicate
where to enter. The back
entrance is meant to help

maintain anonymity and
eliminate the potential stig-
ma of needing assistance.

Councilman McBride’s
recommendation was met
with agreement, as the
council unanimously voted
to allow the Rotary Club to
use the space in the rear of
United Neighbors as a ded-
icated food pantry site.

While the City of McK-
enzie is not responsible for
the distribution of food, city
officials will still provide aid
to individuals requesting
food boxes at McKenzie City
Hall or the McKenzie Police
Department. United Neigh-
bors is not involved in any
food distribution as a part
of the Rotary Club’s food
pantry initiative.

Theatre

...From Front Page

Upon the passing of the
2026-27 fiscal year budget
last month, Mayor Ryan
Griffin received a letter
from the Tennessee Comp-
troller regarding a $53,483
deficit in the city’s Theatre
Fund. The mayor indicat-
ed that the deficit started
after the theatre received
repairs during the 2021-22
fiscal year.

To balance the budget,
the council voted to move
$54,000 from the city’s Gen-
eral Fund to the Theatre
Fund.

During discussions, Pem-
berton said the board need-
ed to figure out a long-term
viability solution for the
Park Theatre.

“Is the theater going to
be able to continue be-
ing subsidized by the City
and General Funds at this
point?” Pemberton asked.

Mayor Griffin said he
and City Recorder Jenni-
fer Waldrup would need to
have conversations about
potential price increases to
concessions or movie tick-
ets. However, he reminded
the council, “It currently is
maintaining itself. This has
just been a deficit that has
been left untouched”

Mayor Griffin also dis-
cussed the possibility of
consolidating the Theatre
Fund into the General
Fund, which would make
balancing costs easier.

The council discussed
several other financial items
on Thursday, including the
police and fire departments’
potential purchase of a new
communications system.

Carroll County’s Sherift’s
Office and Fire Department
recently transitioned into
using the Project 25 (P25)
communications system,

which makes the city’s cur-
rent communications sys-
tem almost obsolete.

McKenzie Police Chief
Ryan White and Fire Chief
Brian Tucker spoke about
the current system and
agreed that it is not a reli-
able system.

“Our radios don’t work in
the city as it is,” Chief White
said. “We have problems
communicating from inside
buildings to outside. It’s just
been a guessing game as
to where we could go and
how far we could use it. It's
not been a proper working
network since it all started.”

The council agreed to
take out a loan to purchase
the P25 communications
system, allowing the city’s
emergency departments to
be on the same network as
the county.

The loan has a 4.5% in-
terest rate through Carroll
Bank & Trust. Payments
amount to roughly $54,000
per year over five years,
which Mayor Griffin said
has already been budgeted
in capital outlay for next
year’s budget.

The council also agreed
to enter into a three-year
lease with Tennessee Trac-
tor for mowers and utility
vehicles for the city’s public
works, parks and recreation,
and fire departments.

“I prefer a lease on lawn-
mowers because if one goes
down, they supply it with a
loaner. If it’s going to take
24 hours or more to fix the
problem, they will give us a
loaner,” Mayor Griffin said.

Public Works will receive
three zero-turn mowers,
Parks and Recreation will
receive four zero-turn mow-
ers, and Fire will receive one
zero-turn mower. Parks and
Recreation will also receive
two GATOR maintenance
carts, and Fire will receive
one street-legal GATOR util-
ity vehicle. The total cost of

the lease, between all three
departments, is $32,000
each year.

The council approved
the Water Department,
Parks and Recreation, Pub-
lic Works and the Farmer’s
Market to declare various
items as surplus. The City
of McKenzie will sell these
items through Ridgely
Auction.

Councilmember Bobby
Young also presented the
council with bids for the
Public Works Department’s
roofing project. American
Roofing Co. had the lowest
bid of $25,000, followed by
Stambaugh Roofing whose
bid was roughly $29,000.

American Roofing Co.
and Stambaugh Roofing
offered the same services,
and neither were able to
indicate definite start time
on the project. Both said it
would take at least a couple
of months before they could
get started.

Councilman Tim Mc-
Bride made a motion to
postpone the vote un-
til start dates were set in
stone. However, Vice Mayor
Drew Beeler said he was
concerned that any post-
ponement would only put
the city further in either
company’s books, therefore
prolonging the timeline.

McBride’s motion went
to a 2-2 vote, with McBride
and Councilman Jessie
Townes voting to table the
vote and Beeler and Young
voting against tabling. May-
or Griffin broke the tie, de-
ciding to move forward with
the vote.

Vice Mayor Beeler mo-
tioned to choose Ameri-
can Roofing’s bid offer of
$25,000. Beeler’'s motion
passed unanimously.

The McKenzie Board of
Mayor and Council’s next
meeting is Thursday, Sep-
tember 10.
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THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON

They Call Him ‘Rambo’

His check has been signed
by the Lewis County School
District in Tennessee for forty
years, but he works for the
kids.

Generations of kids know
the tall, thin man who always
has a smile and encourag-
ing word and who keeps the
interior and exterior of their
school looking nice as “Ram-
bo” a nickname he earned
when he first started working
there and was the antithe-
sis of the Sylvester Stallone
character.

Why does he enjoy being
around the kids? Because he
understands what it’s like to
struggle in school. He was
eighteen years old when he
was in the eighth grade and
didn’t graduated high school
until he was twenty-two.

Today, he laughs and says,

a baby bed. That’s because
he was also born into abject
poverty.

The story is told of when he
was a couple years old and
sleeping in a second-hand
baby bed that he was always
slipping his head between the
slats, and one of his siblings
would have to push his head
back through.

In his own words, he de-
scribes his early life:

The very first memory I

have is of my daddy loading
me and my eight brothers and
sisters in a station wagon,
each of us carrying a plas-
tic bag with all the clothes
we had, except for my baby
sister, Beverly, who was only
eighteen months old. My old-
est sister, Brenda, who was
sixteen and the oldest of all
of us, carried hers and Bev-

OPINION - GENERAL
Things In My Head with Charles Manfredi

I don’t remember my mama
because she died when she
was thirty-six and I was three
or four. All I know about her
is from stories my brothers
and sisters have told.

When he was older, he was
diagnosed with severe scoli-
osis and had to wear a brace
for a year that went from his
neck to his pelvis.

He’s a cross between Forest
Gump and Dustin Hoffman’s
character in Rain Man: sim-
ple, gentle, and sincere, with a
mind for numbers. He knows
the birthdates of all his sib-
lings and their children and
their children’s children.

As far as I know, he’s never
spoken an unkind or mean
word to anyone.

Through the years he’s had
a girlfriend or two but always
found them to be “too much
trouble.”

At the small country church
he attends and leads singing
sometimes, he’s always been
the favored “boy” of all the

.. HAVENT You HEARD

ExeUsE ME =i, .
OF cow TIFPPING -

“I was the only eighth grader
old enough to vote.”

His eight siblings (and any-
one else who knew him) never
thought he'd be able to live on
his own and support himself.
They figured the orphanage
where he grew up would of-
fer him a charity job of some
kind and let him continue to
live there.

He proved them all wrong.

Even when he was born,
the odds were against him.
They call them “preemies”
nowadays and provide inten-
sive care for them in Neona-
tal Intensive Care Units. Not
so when Rambo was born.
He was tiny enough to fit in
a shoebox and when taken
home a few days later slept in
a dresser drawer rather than

erly’s clothes. Daddy drove
us four hundred miles before
he finally stopped and put us
out and drove off.

None of us knew where we
were, least of all me. There
were all these two-story brick
buildings that were facing
each other across a small
field. What I would eventu-
ally come to understand was
that we were at Tennessee
Orphan’s Home. An orphan’s
home! Can you believe that?!
He just dumped us out and
left us there. That’s just the
way he was.

My younger brother, Law-
rence, would be scared at
night, and 1'd let him get in
bed with me. I'd tell him,
“Everything’s going to be all
right.”

widow women. And he loves
it.

When his family gets to-
gether, he’s the center of at-
tention, telling familiar tales
that seem to have become
embellished through the
years, but no one minds be-
cause they enjoy hearing the
hearty laughter of their broth-
er who beat the odds.

Now, he’s on the verge of
retirement. He may retire,
but he’ll never be forgotten by
the untold numbers of people
who remember Rambo trying
to cheer them up and encour-
age them when they were
small and scared.

The world would be a bet-
ter place if there were more
people like my brother-in-law,
Robert Johnson, in it.

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

Our Minds Need Bigger Yoga Pants

I had to write a report in
Miss Belle Alexander’s histo-
ry class in the third grade. I
asked Dad for some direction.
He deadpanned, “Son, don’t
tell them everything you know
in the first paragraph.”

I completely missed the hu-
mor, sarcasm, joke, or what-
ever he was conveying. All
I could think of was I didn’t
know enough to fill up one
paragraph, much less an en-
tire page like she expected.
I didn’t have enough words.
Or thoughts in my head. Or
experiences to pull from.

Some days I wish I could
go back to those simple times
when my brain didn’t have
enough “stuff” in it to fill up
one page. Knowledge is won-
derful, but how much of it
can we “take in” before we
overload the circuits....

The mind is an amazing
machine. It is as expandable
as some of those yoga pants I
see people wearing when they
ought not to. Miss Belle put a
fair share of “things” in my al-
most wide-open mind. When
you add that to what the rest
of the elementary teachers
poured in over the years, you
can see where I'm going here.

And then you’'ve got to
throw Leon in. Good gra-
cious alive, my older brother
started talking to me while
I was still in the crib. And it
wasn’t nothing about two plus
two, moon phases, or George
Washington cutting down
cherry trees. It was about us
memorizing all the acts that
ever appeared in Texas Jack’s
Wild West Circus.

Later, he was so proud of
being caught up in that alien
space ship, he told me ev-
erything they taught him. He
said I could not be a true St.
Louis baseball fan unless I
could name everyone who
ever played for them. Leon
had a list of girls that he made

me memorize certain things
to say to each one of them...
about him.

He never quit. His stories
had stories. I could never dif-
ferentiate fact from fiction. So,
I had to learn it all. He would
wake me up to tell me some
trivia that would do nothing
but take up more space in my
ever-expanding gray matter.

And there was Mom’s fam-
ily. I'm telling you, they just
kept-a-coming! Aunts, uncles,
in-laws, outlaws, cousins by
the dozens. It was Coxey’s
army on steroids. I couldn’t
just call them Earl and Billy
Bob. I had to put a name with
every face!

By the time I got to junior
high, classmates were calling
me balloon head behind my
back.

And to my dismay, the
learning really began to pile
up in earnest. Mrs. Velna Gray
Paschall was a history teach-
er extraordinaire. She didn’t
spoon knowledge in one small
gulp at a time. She poured it
in by the shovelful!

I learned to conjugate
verbs in Latin when I was a
sophomore. Guess how many
people in life have rushed
up asking me to give them a
little amo, amas, amat lesson?
Talk about taking up space.
For no useful purpose! And
somehow, you can’t get rid
of stuff like that. It just hangs
around, like a stray cat, or an
ex-girlfriend who really likes
your mother.

College was a whole new
ball of wax. Dates, battles,
formulas, political theories,
fiction as reality, Shakespeare
unmasked, John Milton’s fun-
ny side, and the life and times
of Mahatma Gandhi were
thrust upon us. I learned, in
order, the names of five cen-
turies’ worth of rulers from
countries I had never heard
of.

By the middle of the last
semester of my junior year,
I thought my “overcrowded
mind” was going to explode....

I worked one summer at the
Grand Ole Opry. You'd better
believe 1 “collected” every
word Loretta Lynn said to me.
I took to memorizing most
every song any of the Opry
stars were singing, including
Roger Miller’s “My Uncle Used
to Love Me but She Died”

Sadly, the mind does not
work like an Etch A Sketch.
You can’t just turn it upside
down and all the clutter and
Roger Miller songs are erased.

And understand I'm not
just talking about my brain
here. You've got one too! You
have your own Mahatma
Gandhi collection. You might
have even had a sibling like
Leon. Although that is hard
to fathom.

And then we reach the age
where we walk into a room
and can’t remember why. We
set the milk on the counter
and never put it back. We
greet an old friend on the
street, and we can remember
where he lives, how long we
have known him, how many
kids he has...we just can’t
remember his name.

I used to worry about losing
my mind.

But my grandson, when he
was about six, put me at ease
on that score. I couldn’t re-
member the exact date for the
fall of the Alamo. I was really
straining...Luke interrupted,
“KK, don’t worry about it. You
are so old and know so much
and have so many facts run-
ning around in your brain, it’s
no wonder they get jumbled
up sometimes.’

Out of the mouths of
babes....

Respectfully,
Kes
kesley45@aol.com

Proud to be your community newspaper.
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Inglenook Book Club Hears from
Local Author Mona Batchelor

MCcKENZIE (August 12) — The
Inglenook Book Club gathered for
its monthly meeting on Wednes-
day, August 12, at 3 p.m. at Lake-
side. President Gail Mack presided
over the proceedings, which began
with the traditional reciting of the
Pledge of Allegiance, the Club Aim,
and the Club Motto.

Hospitality was provided by
hostess Victoria Ard, who treat-
ed the group to strawberry and
pineapple cake alongside assort-
ed beverages. The club also took
a moment to celebrate August
birthdays, with members joining
in to sing for Jean Hollomon and
Donna Ward.

During the business portion of
the meeting, 16 members answered
roll call. Following the approval of
the July minutes and the finan-
cial report presented by Treasurer
Donna Ward, the group reviewed
committee updates. The Sunshine
chair reported on recent card out-
reach, and the Membership chair
noted that the club continues to
welcome new participants.

The club discussed Senior Day
at the Carroll County Fair, held
on August 13. Members were also
encouraged to begin considering

book submissions for the 2027
reading list. President Mack an-
nounced that a nominating com-
mittee for 2027 officers will be
introduced at the September
gathering.

The highlight of the afternoon
was a presentation by guest speak-
er Mona Batchelor, a retired McK-
enzie librarian. Introduced by Deb-
by Simon, Batchelor provided an
inside look at the publication pro-
cess while sharing excerpts from
her upcoming book, “Nora T and
the Champion Tree,” scheduled for
release on September 29.

Following the program, the tra-
ditional “book passing” concluded
the event. Members were reminded
to bring back the books they re-
ceived for the next meeting.

The club will reconvene on Sep-
tember 9 at 3 p.m. at Lakeside.
Members are asked to bring dona-
tions of scissors or school supplies
for that meeting. The program will
be presented by Donna Ward, with
Jean McKinnie and Genia Sher-
wood serving as hostesses.

The meeting concluded with the
recitation of the Benediction.

Information submitted by Beverly
Mueller.

Trezevant Alderman Warns Dangers

Of Data Centers:

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

TREZEVANT (August 11) — Al-
derman Dan Dieringer addressed
his fellow aldermen Tuesday night
at the beginning of the Town of
Trezevant’s August board meeting,
warning of the dangers of data cen-
ters. He urged the council to consid-
er creating an ordinance regarding
data centers before they arrive in
Trezevant.

Dieringer attended the Carroll
County Commission meeting the
night prior, during which commis-
sioners approved a one-year mor-
atorium on data centers on county
property.

“That [moratorium] doesn’t pro-
tect each town,” Dieringer said.
“We're on our own.”

Dieringer listed water and power
consumption as the two biggest
threats data centers present to small
towns. He also mentioned the poten-
tial for noise pollution.

Alderman Mark Argo, who works
closely with the Trezevant Water
Department, said the department
would not be able to handle the
needs of a data center.

Additionally, Dieringer told the
board that data centers would not
bring work to the area, as even the
largest data centers only require up
to 20 engineers on staff.

Data centers have begun popping
up across West Tennessee, with one
currently under construction in
Humboldt.

‘They’re Coming'’

Dan Dieringer. Photo by Lyndsey
Summers/The Banner

“It's coming, guys,” Dieringer said.
“The snowball is coming down the
mountain...Our town needs to de-
cide what we want”

Dieringer suggested building and
passing an ordinance as soon as pos-
sible, before companies begin eyeing
Trezevant as a potential location for
data centers.

“We need to get on the books,” Di-
eringer said. “We can always amend
ordinances.”

Dieringer’s plea went without
a motion or a vote, and it is up to
the Town of Trezevant Board of
Aldermen to develop and present
an ordinance on data centers in the
coming months.
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OBITUARIES - CALENDAR

RICHIE CANNON
1983 — 2026

PARIS — Richard Mi-
chael “Richie” Cannon, 42,
of Paris, died on Sunday,
August 9, 2026.

Richie was born in Jack-
son, on November 21,
1983. He is the son of Mike
and Debbie Cannon of La-
vinia, Tenn.

He married Heather
Legens Cannon on Sep-
tember 17, 2005.

In addition to his wife
and parents, Richie is
also survived by two chil-
dren, Drake Cannon and
Daylee Cannon; broth-
er, Chris (Faith) Cannon
of Atwood; grandfather,
James Marshall of Atwood;
aunt, Denise (Paul) Reed
of Jackson; father-in-law,
Rick Legens of Gleason;
three brothers-in-law, Jere-
my (Crystal) Legens, Dusty
(Alicia) Legens, and Cruz
(Erin) Legens; and several
nieces and nephews.

Ridgeway Funeral
Home, Paris, handled
the arrangements. The
memorial service was at
Ridgeway Funeral Home
on Thursday. Burial was at
Memorial Cemetery.

Memorials may be made
to the Henry County High
School Cheerleaders, 315
S. Wilson St., Paris, TN
38242.

GILES NEWBILL
1935 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mr.
Giles Newbill, 91, of
Huntingdon, died Wednes-
day, August 12, 2026, at Bap-
tist Hospital in Huntingdon.

Graveside funeral ser-
vices were Friday, August
14, 2026, at Union Acade-
my Cemetery.

Mr. Newbill was born
January 10, 1935, in
Huntingdon, to the late
Joe and Vivian Opal (Hall)
Newbill.

He was also preceded
in death by sister, Carolyn
Newbill; and two brothers,
Jerrell Newbill and Richard
Newbill.

He is survived by his
wife of 66 years, Mable
Newbill; and a brother,
Terry Newbill of Trezevant.

Chase Funeral Home.

MARY MAYS
1943 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mrs.
Mary Mays, 83, of Hunting-
don, died Sunday, Au-
gust 9, 2026, at Jackson
Madison County General
Hospital.

Funeral services were
Thursday, August 13, 2026,

in the Chapel of Chase Fu-
neral Home, with Bro. Jim-
my Hampton officiating.

Mrs. Mays was born
July 26, 1943, in Senath,
Mo., to the late Edward
Arnold and Jean Beacham
Arnold. She was a long-
time school teacher, went
on to become Director of
Carroll Academy, She was
preceded in death by her
husband of 55 years, David
Mays; two sisters; and a
brother.

She is survived by her
daughter, Pennye Ann
Mays of Huntingdon; one
son, Brian David Mays (Ev-
elyn) of The Villages, Fla;
and one granddaughter,
Mallory Mays.

DANIEL CRIDER
1996 — 2026

BRUCETON — Mr. Dan-
iel Shane Crider, 30, of
Bruceton died Friday, Au-
gust 7, 2026, at the Baptist
Memorial Hospital-Carroll
County in Huntingdon.

Funeral services were
Tuesday, August 18 in the
Chapel of Bruceton Fu-
neral Home. Burial was in
Davis Chapel Cemetery
near Huntingdon.

Daniel was born January
19, 1996, in Paris to Ora
Dawn Allen Crider and the
late Timothy Ray Crider.

He is survived by his
mother, Ora Dawn Crider;
one son, Samuel Eli Crid-
er; one daughter, Lydia
Grace Crider; one brother,
Devin Levi Crain; and one
sister, Amber Gail Crider
(Brayden Frye).

Bruceton Funeral Home.

MARIA PARSONS
1958 — 2026

HOLLOW ROCK — Mrs.
Marie Parsons, 68, of Hol-
low Rock, died Friday,
August 14, 2026, at Uni-
ty Healthcare Center in
Martin.

Funeral services were
Monday, August 17, 2026,
at Chase Funeral Home.
Interment was in New
Prospect Cemetery.

Mrs. Parsons was born
July 24, 1958, in South
Bend, Ind., to the late L.B.
Martin and Goldie Clark
Martin. She was a seam-
stress and a member of
Tates Pentecostal Church.
She was preceded in death
by her husband, Larry
Parsons; a brother, Lynn
Martin; and a grandchild,
Kimber Morgan.

She is survived by two
daughters, Tosha Stubble-
field of Hollow Rock, and
Stephanie Steele (Joshua)
of Paris; a son, Ancel Mor-
gan (Angela) of Cottage
Grove; a sister, Rebecca
Brotherton, of Bruceton;
and three brothers, James
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Martin, of Paris, Larry
Martin, of Bruceton, Alan
Martin (Dawn) of Hunting-
don. She also leaves seven
grandchildren and one
great-grandchild, Nicole.
Chase Funeral Home.

MIKE LOWE
1963 — 2026

McKENZIE — Mr. Mi-
chael “Mike” Wayne Lowe,
63, of McKenzie, died
Monday, August 10, 2026,
at Baptist Memorial Hospi-
tal in Huntingdon.

Michael was born July
6, 1963, to the late Wil-
liam “Bill” Henry Lowe and
Mary Katherine Lowe. In
addition to his parents, he
is preceded in death by a
niece, Katie Lowe.

He is survived by his
wife, Jeanie Lowe of McK-
enzie; one son, Josh (Can-
dy) Lowe of McKenzie; one
daughter, Tasha (Robert)
Lowe of McKenzie; one
brother, Dennis Ray Lowe
of McKenzie; two sisters,
Charlotte (Rubin) Poff of
McKenzie, and Regina
(Tim) Todd of McKenzie;
and six grandchildren.

Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

JANIE COBB
1943 — 2026

HOLLOW ROCK — Mrs.
Janie Cobb, 83, of Hollow
Rock, died Thursday Au-
gust 13, 2026, at Henry
County Health and Reha-
bilitation in Paris.

Funeral services were
Monday, August 17, 2026.
Burial was at New Hope
Cemetery.

Janie was born April 21,
1943, to the late Walter
Lyles Hodge and Joanne
Waugh Hodge. In addi-
tion to her parents, she
is preceded in death by
her husband, Leroy Cobb;
three brothers, Howard
Dwayne Hodge, Marvin
Wayne Hodge and Huey
L. Hodge; and four sisters,
Martha Jo Douglas, Mar-
garet Lois Seaton, Hazel
Maxine Swanner and Iris
Ellington.

She is survived by her
son, Chris Cobb of Paris;
one sister, Barbara (Jer-
ry) Roach of Huntingdon;
and two brothers, Marlin
Tyler (Madonna) Hodge
of Xenia, Ohio, and La-
vander Ivan (Jamie) Hodge
of Humboldt.

Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.
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MACEDONIA COMMUNITY
CENTER FISH FRY

Macedonia Community
Center hosts a fish fry on
Saturday, September 5 from
4-7 pm.

McKENZIE SENIOR
CENTER SCHEDULE

Friday, August 21 at 7
p.m. — Dance with Wallace
and Company at the Carroll
County Civic Center. Doors
open at 6 p.m. Light con-
cessions will be available.
Admission is $8.

CARROLL ARTS
SOUTHERN FRIED
FUNERAL

Carroll Arts presents
Southern Fried Funeral,
Thursday, August 20, at 7
p.m. and Sunday, August
23, at 2 p.m. at Park Theatre.
Tickets are $5. Concessions
will be available.

McKENZIE FARMER'S
MARKET

The McKenzie Farmer’s
Market, across from City
Hall on Cedar Street, is
open each Saturday until
the end of October from 8
a.m. until noon.

MONTHLY GENEALOGY
GROUP AT GORDON
BROWNING MUSEUM

A Genealogy Group
meets at the Gordon
Browning Museum, 640
North Main Street, McKen-
zie, the first Wednesday of
each month at 2 p.m.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB
AT HOMETOWN HEALTH

Everyone is invited to
The Breakfast Club every
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m.
for coffee, snacks, mingling
and a light activity. Take
the chance to connect and
socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light
exercise and fun! Bring a
friend and come make new
ones at Hometown Health
Clinic - Pediatrics/Specialty
Entrance. We can’t wait to
see you there!

McKENZIE ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION DECADES
REUNION

Plans are underway for
the third annual MHSAA
Decades Reunion week-

end on September 25-26.
All MHS alumni are invit-

ed to return to McKenzie
to reconnect with friends,
classmates, and former
teachers through many re-
unions and other planned
events. Updates on the up-
coming weekend will be
on the alumni association’s
Facebook site and in The
McKenzie Banner. For more
information, email mcken-
ziehsalumni.tn@gmail.com.

ADULT EDUCATION
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location —
Adult Education Building,
14155 Paris Street. Office
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30
p.m. Classes are offered
for one-on-one instruction
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON.
For more information,
phone 731-364-5481.

McKENZIE TOPS MEETS
WEEKLY

Win over weight with sup-
port and encouragement by
meeting with the McKenzie
Chapter of TOPS (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly) each Mon-
day at 3 p.m. in the McKen-
zie Church of Christ gym-
nasium. The first meeting is
free. For more information,
call 731-352-7309. If no an-
swer, leave a message.

CARROLL COMMISSION
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m.,,
in the Conference Room
of the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex, High Street,
Huntingdon. No meetings
in February and July.

CARROLL HUMANE
SOCIETY EVENTS, NEWS

Cat Vouchers

Cat spay/neuter vouchers
are always available for $60.
To purchase by phone for
use at Paris Vet Clinic, call
731-514-0878 and leave a
message. These are avail-
able to anyone regardless of
residency. We now offer cat
vouchers to Carroll Coun-
ty residents for $60 at the
Huntingdon Animal Clinic.
These must be purchased
in person at the shelter with
cash or card, and proof of
residency is required. How-

ever, Carroll Co. residents
can still use Paris Vet Clinic
if preferred.

CARROLL COUNTY
DEMOCRATIC PARTY
MEETS MONTHLY

The Carroll County Dem-
ocratic Party meets the
second Saturday of every
month at 10 a.m. at the Car-
roll County Complex at 625
High Street, Huntingdon.

HU9e Cactus

and Potted House Plant

nsaten

[ N J o000
Small, Large

Ornamental to Decorative

16 Johnson St., Trezevant
Follow Signs at Light 1/4 Mile
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Jim Adams Drive
Paris, TN * 642-1696

THE END OF OAK STREET
(PG-13)
Tues. 7:30

Wed. 7:30
Thurs. 7:30

PAW PATROL:
THE DINO MOVIE (PG)
Tues. 7:25

Wed. 7:25
Thurs. 7:25

SPIDER-MAN:
BRAND NEW DAY (PG-13)

Tues. 7:35
Wed. 7:35
Thurs. 7:35

ONE NIGHT ONLY (R)

Tues. 7:30
Wed. 7:30
Thurs. 7:30

SUPER TROOPERS 3 (R)

Tues. 7:25
Wed. 7:25
Thurs. 7:25

THE ODYSSEY (R)

Tues. 7:20
Wed. 7:20
Thurs. 7:20

INFOLINE
731-642-7171
All Movies Now in
Digital DLP/HD

AWK

MENTION THIS COUPON TO REDEEM
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A ONE YEAR MEMBERSHIP!

McKenzie, Tennessee

*BANNER

BANKRUPTCY?

We are a debt relief agency
This firm helps people file for bankruptcy
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889

wLKER, WALKER
& ~~_& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker Richard Walker

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

COMING SOON

Huntingdon Mustangs
West Carroll War Eagles

Hollow Rock-Bruceton Central Tigers
Gleason Bulldogs
Bethel University Wildcats

FERTURING

McKenzie Rebels

When you're ready, we're here.
No letters, no agents.

Traditional & Custom Headstones
Etchings * Benches ¢ Pet Markers
Cremation Memorials ¢ And More!

GREENFIELD
MONUMENT WORKS
Est. 1900

731.235.2293
GREENFIELDMONUMENTWORKS.COM

Many colors, LARGE display.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45
Greenfield, TN 38230

A100/TF

The Banner,

We do the legwork to keep you informed. ;%5555

Monument Co.
Quality Craftemanship at Comparable Prices

8725 Hwy. 436
McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-5769

1200 S. Miles Ave.
Union City, TN
731-885-1033

Hwy. 45 at Front St.
Milan, TN 38358
731-686-1750

o9
(-

BrumMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME

Our funeral plans have the protection by the
State of Tennessee through Tennessee
Pre-Paid Funeral Benefits Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222
Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811

A5091/TF

P:731.352.3323 » 3 BANNER ROW, McKENZIE, TN 38201

Limited time offer. Print delivery special valid only in the LOCAL
tri-county area of Carroll, Henry and Weakley counties in Tennessee.
Online only special valid ANYWHERE in the world. Good for new
or renew. Regular price is $39 for local print and online delivery
and $25 for 1 year online only. Offer entitles reader to 12 months
membership to the newspaper. Payment is required to begin offer.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Frontier

FOUNDATION
& CRAWL SPACE eraif

YOUR 'HOME DESERVES A
STRONG FOUNDATION

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY ——

§$7so

FOUNDATION REPAIR

] Not to exceed 5% of foundation repair project total. Cannot be combined with any other offer or |
promotional financing. Must be presented at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 9/30/26.

IEIEI

= 844-978-3001

”' FrontierFoundations.com

FOUNDATIONS - CRAWL SPACES - BASEMENTS - CONCRETE
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Above, Bethel’s Renaissance Choir led the worship service for incoming freshmen on Sunday. Below, Han-
nah Monroe performed a solo during the Renaissance Choir worship service.

Renaissance Choir
Hosts Worship Service
For Bethel Freshmen

McKENZIE (August 16)
— Bethel University’s Re-
naissance Choir conducted
the worship service for in-
coming freshman on Sunday.
It’s part of a period of orien-
tation for the freshman as
resident or commuter first-
year students. The vocalists
and musician accompanists
provided a praise service in
the Dickey Fine Arts Building
(DFAB) at 10 a.m. Under the
leadership of Megan Allen,
vocalists showcased their

talents through solos, small
group performances, and as
a whole choir.

Upcoming local worship
performances include Au-
gust 30 at McKenzie First
Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, 10 am., and Gleason
First Baptist Church at 6 p.m.
On November 22, the group
will lead worship at McKen-
zie First Baptist Church at
10:30 a.m. The group also
travels throughout a multi-
state region.

Tennessee Trees Inspire Mona
Batchelor’s Debut Children’s Novel

‘Nora T and
the Champion
Tree’ Releases
September 29

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

In Mona Martin Batche-
lor’s debut children’s novel,
“Nora T and the Champion
Tree,” the retired McKen-
zie High School librarian
uses the Tennessee Cham-
pion Tree Program to teach
young readers about en-
vironmental stewardship,
family traditions and the
power one person has to
make a difference.

Batchelor described the
book as a “roadmap love
letter to Tennessee,” featur-
ing a number of references
to Tennessee’s culture —
including mentions of Dolly
Parton and the University of
Tennessee at Martin’s Sky-
hawks. It also pays tribute
to Batchelor’s Northwest
Tennessee roots, based on
her own family farmland in
McKenzie.

Batchelor began writing
“Nora T” fresh off the pub-
lication of her first book,
“The Auctioneer’s Daughter:
Family Tales Retold.” She
self-published her first book,
which was a collection of
stories from her childhood,
hoping the stories would
live on even after she dies.

Writing “Nora T” was an
entirely different process,
Batchelor said. For one, it’s
her children’s fiction debut.
Secondly, it’s her first time
working with a publishing
house.

When “The Auctioneer’s
Daughter” hit the market,
Batchelor’s friends, some of
whom are also published
authors, began asking her
what was next. She had no
clue.

She’d had several ideas
swimming in her head, sto-
ries examining small town
life versus big city life. She
also wanted to write about
something that was close to
her heart.

Batchelor became in-
volved with the Tennessee
Champion Tree Program in
2020, a year after her retire-
ment. She and her husband
Stephen had begun doing
brush clearing on her fami-
ly’s cattle farm, which hadn’t
been maintained since her
father died a few decades
ago.

This is where she came
face-to-face with a huge
American beech tree she
remembered from her

Mona Martin Batchelor holds a copy of “Nora T and the
Champion Tree!” Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

childhood.

“I remember my dad
picking me up and holding
me up to see that tree. And it
was huge when [ was a little
girl, a really little girl. And
I thought, this should be
written down somewhere,”
Batchelor said.

She went to the Internet,
where she found out about
the Tennessee Champion
Tree Program. Each year,
people across the state can
nominate large trees to be-
come “‘champion trees.” A
team goes out each summer
and measures each nomi-
nated tree across the state,
measuring height, trunk
circumference and crown
spread. After measuring,
they decide if the tree’s size
supersedes the past cham-
pion tree.

“But what that does is
it creates a database of all
the old trees in Tennessee,’
Batchelor said.

For Batchelor, the Cham-
pion Tree Program isn’t
about winning — although
she does concede that the
competition aspect is fun
— but it is about keeping
records of her family trees,
many of which measure to
be over 200 years old.

Several of Batchelor’s
trees have won Tennessee
champion titles, including
the aforementioned Ameri-
can beech tree. She was also
the owner of a champion
tulip poplar tree — which
is illustrated on the cover of
“Nora T and the Champion
Tree”

From Batchelor’s champi-
on tree experience, “Nora T”

was born.

In the story, 11-year-old
Nora T Singleton, who lives
in a high-rise apartment in
Nashville, visits her grand-
parents’ farm in Northwest
Tennessee during her sum-
mer break. While there, she
becomes curious about the
trees on her grandparents’
property. Her Gran intro-
duces her to the Tennessee
Champion Tree Program
and urges Nora to submit a
tulip poplar tree for consid-
eration. In the process, Nora
learns a lot about trees, the
environment and activism.

“Nora T and the Cham-
pion Tree” started as a 36-
page picture book — an
avenue that Batchelor saw
as much easier to pursue
than a full-out novel. She
contacted former student
Maggie Latimer to illustrate
the book, having spoken
with her years beforehand
about book illustrating.

“The first part of the book
was going to be fiction,
Batchelor said, “and then
when you flip the book over,
the last half of it was going to
be nonfiction, more techni-
cal information about the
Champion Tree program.”

She finished writing the
picture book, and she didn't
know where to go next. She
didn’t want to self-publish
this one. She began doing
a lot of research and even-
tually began seeking uni-
versity presses. One of her
friends, who is an author
in Knoxville, told her about
the University of Tennessee
Press and encouraged her to
submit the story.

She sent an email to Ka-
tie Hannabh, the director of
the University of Tennes-
see Press, in the summer of
2024. That same afternoon,
she received an email back.

It was bad news. The Uni-
versity of Tennessee Press
was not interested in pub-
lishing children’s books —
especially not picture books.

However, Hannah gave
Batchelor an olive branch:
she asked if Batchelor was
interested in turning her
story into a children’s novel.

Batchelor jumped on the
offer. Within a month, she
turned “Nora T” into an 80-
page first draft of a novel.

Hannah was thrilled.
Batchelor continued work-
ing on the story until Janu-
ary of 2025, when Hannah
submitted it to the Universi-
ty of Tennessee Press Board
of Directors.

The board unanimously
voted to publish “Nora T
It would go on to become
the University of Tennessee
Press’s second-ever story
published under its new
children’s publishing pro-
gram. The first, “My Magic
Tux: A Big Orange Story of
Courage and Confidence” by
J.R. Greene and Joe Shands,
released in July 2026.

The final version of “Nora
T and the Champion Tree” is
128 pages and still features
Latimer’s artwork through-
out. The book’s cover, also
illustrated by Latimer, fea-
tures the titular character
looking up at the towering
tulip poplar tree she would
nominate for the Tennessee
Champion Tree Program.

“The press is delighted
to add this engaging and
informative title to our bur-
geoning children’s list,” Han-
nah said. “Mona s a terrific
writer, and young readers
will love Nora T's story. They
might even learn something
new!”

“Nora T and the Cham-
pion Tree” examines a mul-
titude of topics, including
the environmental impact
of large trees and how
small changes can make a
big impact. It also examines
multi-generational relation-
ships and the value of learn-
ing from older generations.

Batchelor’s “Nora T and
the Champion Tree” is a
middle grade-novel, friendly
for readers in grades 3-6
and equally as enjoyable for
adults of any age. It releases
September 29, 2026, and
is available to pre-order in
paperback, hardcover or
e-book format through all
major booksellers.
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Bethel Kicks Off Rotary

nations

Auction Do

Certificate of Scholarship

o G0 & Bothe! Univarsity prouey presant

Bethel University provided the first donation for
the annual McKenzie Rotary Auction, continuing a
long-standing tradition between the university and
the McKenzie Rotary Club. Bethel donated two $2,000
scholarships to help kick off this year’s auction. Pic-
tured are McKenzie Rotary Club President Armand
Hebert and Bethel University Executive Vice President

Dr. Wayne Scott.

Armand Hebert, president of McKenzie Rotary Club
with Vickie Summers, executive director of the Gordon
Browning Museum in McKenzie.

Gordon Browning Museum

Remodeled,
Community

McKENZIE (August 11)
— The Carroll County His-
torical Society, the steward
of the Governor Gordon
Browning Museum and
Archives, is charting a new
course of revitalization and
community engagement,
according to Executive Di-
rector Vickie Summers.

Summers, who ad-
dressed the Rotary Club
of McKenzie on Tuesday,
August 11, 2026, provided
an update on the muse-
um’s ongoing transforma-
tion, highlighting a shift
toward greater accessibil-
ity, digital preservation,
and community-focused
programming.

The museum, which
houses the Genealogical
Resource Libraries, the
Carroll County Archives,
and many family histories
and military uniforms of
local veterans, has under-
gone significant changes
since Summers and the
newly constituted board
of directors took the helm.
Following a period of dis-
repair and a nine-month
closure for extensive
renovations, the facility
has been overhauled to
meet Title VI compliance
standards. These im-
provements include new
wheelchair accessibility
throughout the building,
the conversion of the old
postmaster’s office into a
modern conference room,
and a complete reorga-
nization of the museum’s
collections. Governor Gor-
don Browning’s memora-
bilia was relocated to the
front lobby of the former
post office.

“The museum belongs to
the community, it benefits
the community, it is funded
by the community, and it
is run by volunteers of the
community,” Summers told
the Rotary members.

Summers emphasized
that the museum oper-

Expanding

Outreach

ates entirely on volunteer
power, with no paid staff.
Despite a slim budget
supported by city, county,
and state funds, the orga-
nization has successfully
secured grants for critical
infrastructure, including
roof repairs and electri-
cal updates for the 1935
building. Looking ahead,
the society is seeking fur-
ther funding to refurbish
restrooms and install an
elevator to the basement,
which would unlock signif-
icant new space for exhibits
and educational programs.

The museum is also ex-
panding its digital foot-
print. A new website is
currently under develop-
ment, designed to replace
outdated listings tied to
legacy programs. Addi-
tionally, a retired Marine
volunteer is nearing com-
pletion of a comprehen-
sive cataloging project,
which will allow the state
to conduct an inventory
and help the museum
secure insurance for its
priceless artifacts.

Community engagement
remains a top priority. The
society recently launched a
monthly genealogy group,
led by a certified geneal-
ogist from Paris, and has
initiated a “living histo-
ry” recording project. This
project aims to capture oral
histories, with a specific fo-
cus on documenting local
family histories.

To bridge an annual
$3,000 budget gap, the mu-
seum is hosting a “memo-
ry tree” fundraiser, offering
commemorative leaves for
$50 to honor loved ones.

As the museum contin-
ues to evolve, Summers
invited the public to visit
and witness the chang-
es firsthand. The facility
is open to the public on
Wednesdays and Satur-
days from 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.
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McKENZIE HIGH ALUMNI

Reunion Set for September 25-26

The McKenzie High
School Alumni Association
(MHSAA) is in the final
stages of planning its third
annual Decades Reunion
weekend on September
25-26, 2026.

Activities include a golf
scramble, the MHS home-
coming parade, a tailgate
party reunion at Rebel Sta-
dium for all MHS alumni
prior to the homecoming
football game, the McKen-
zie High Historical Exhibit,
and reunion gatherings
during the weekend for
ten MHS classes (1966,
1971, 1976, 1979, 1986,
1996, 2001, 2006, 2010 and
2016). A reunion event for
MHS alumni of the 1950’s
and ‘60’s will be held on
Saturday morning from
9-11:30 at the McKenzie
Methodist Church Fellow-
ship Hall.

On Friday afternoon
at 2, the Carroll Coun-
ty Historical Society will
present the commemo-
rative video of McKen-
zie’s “Homecoming ‘86"
celebration (40th Anni-
versary) at the historic
Park Theatre. The Park
Theatre will also be the
location on Saturday at
3 p.m. of a Round Table
Discussion to celebrate
the 20th Anniversary
of the McKenzie Rebel

baseball team’s 2006 state
championship season.
Live music is scheduled
for Saturday at 6 p.m. at
Hometown Hangout.

The golf scramble will
be at Carroll Lake Golf
Club at 8 a.m. on Friday,
September 25. The entry
fee is $200 per team of
four, and registration in-
formation is available at
Carroll Bank and Trust in
McKenzie (731-352-2282).
Businesses and organiza-
tions may purchase spon-
sorships for $100.

The Gordon Browning
Museum in downtown
McKenzie is hosting the
McKenzie High School
Historical Exhibit, avail-
able Wednesday-Saturday
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. from Au-
gust 19 through October
3. There will be extended
hours during the reunion
weekend, and an open
house from 4-8 p.m. on
Thursday, September 24.
On display are many arti-
facts and stories celebrat-
ing the alumni and rich
history of McKenzie High.

McKenzie High alumni
may join the MHSAA at
the tailgate party. Dues
are $10/annually or $100/
lifetime, and payable by
cash, check (to “MHSAA”),
or via Venmo to MHSAA
Treasurer Lauren Hickman

(Class of 2007-@labhick-
man). If you are a graduate
and are unable to attend
the reunion weekend but
still wish to join, dues or
donations may be mailed
to:

MHSAA

114 W. Bell Avenue

McKenzie TN 38201.

Please include your full
name and year of gradu-
ation with your payment.

Additional donations
will be accepted on behalf
of the MHSAA to support
its mission of fundraising
for annual scholarships
and financial donations to
support students in need
in the McKenzie school
system.

The only cost of the tail-
gate party is the price of
admission to the football
game ($7) as the reunion
will be located inside Reb-
el Stadium. Food trucks
will be on site. The MH-
SAA will also have origi-
nal pieces of flooring from
the McKenzie High and
Middle School gym (1954-
2025) available for pur-
chase at the tailgate party
for $20 each.

For more information
and updates, follow the
MHSAA Facebook page, or
email McKenzieHSAlum-
ni.tn@gmail.com.

GSC Signs & Awnings of McKenzie installed new “Health Mart Pharmacy” panels
on Super Drugs’s sign on Thursday. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Super Drugs Sign Gets a Makeover

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (August 13)
— Super Drugs under-
went a small makeover
Thursday, with the in-
stallation of brand new
“Health Mart Pharmacy”

panels on the pharmacy’s
downtown signage.

GSC Signs & Awnings
of McKenzie replaced the
sign panels.

“We're proud of it Dr.
Paul Motheral said of the
new panels. “It was time.
The other panels had got-

ten faded.”

The old panels had
been attached to the sign
for between 5-10 years.

Super Drugs, located
at 2340 Cedar Street, has
been serving the McK-
enzie community for 97
years.

Gasoline Prices Rise During Previous Week

TENNESSEE (August
17) — Average gasoline
prices in Tennessee have
risen 10.7 cents per gal-
lon in the last week, av-
eraging $3.63/g today,
according to GasBuddy'’s
survey of 3,821 stations
in Tennessee. Prices in
Tennessee are 2.5 cents
per gallon higher than a
month ago and stand 92.5
cents per gallon higher
than a year ago. The na-
tional average price of
diesel has increased 14.3
cents compared to a week
ago and stands at $5.418
per gallon.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheap-
est station in Tennessee
was priced at $2.98/g
yesterday while the most
expensive was $4.76/g, a
difference of $1.78/g. The
lowest price in the state
yesterday was $2.98/g
while the highest was
$4.76/g, a difference of
$1.78/g.

The national average
price of gasoline has ris-
en 7.7 cents per gallon in
the last week, averaging
$4.02/g today. The na-
tional average is up 3.6
cents per gallon from a
month ago and stands
93.1 cents per gallon
higher than a year ago,
according to GasBuddy

data compiled from more
than 11 million weekly
price reports covering
over 150,000 gas stations
across the country.

Historical gasoline
prices in Tennessee and
the national average go-
ing back five years:

August 17, 2025:
$2.70/g (U.S. Average:
$3.09/g)

August 17, 2024:
$3.00/g (U.S. Average:
$3.39/g)

August 17, 2023:

$3.49/g (U.S. Average:
$3.85/g)

August 17, 2022:
$3.45/g (U.S. Average:
$3.91/g)

August 17, 2021:
$2.84/g (U.S. Average:
$3.17/g)

“Average gasoline pric-
es climbed back above $4
per gallon over the last
week, with prices rising in
slightly more states than
they fell, as rebounding
oil prices driven by the
continued closure of the
Strait of Hormuz and on-
going Ukrainian attacks
on Russian oil refiner-
ies kept upward pres-
sure on the market,” said
Patrick De Haan, head
of petroleum analysis at
GasBuddy. “Diesel felt
the pressure even more
acutely, rising in all but

a few states, as Ukraine’s
attacks on Russian refin-
ing infrastructure con-
tinue to impact refined
product prices more than
crude oil itself. While
the seasonal transition
to cheaper winter-blend
gasoline in the coming
month could bring some
relief, the two dominant
challenges facing motor-
ists— the closed Strait
and the ongoing refinery
strikes— show no signs of
resolving anytime soon.
Until they do, the path
for gas and diesel pric-
es remains tilted to the
upside.”

GasBuddy’, a PDI
Technologies company,
is North America’s trust-
ed fuel savings platform,
helping consumers fuel
up for less for over 25
years. With over 100 mil-
lion app downloads, Gas-
Buddy delivers real-time
prices at 150,000+ sta-
tions and tangible savings
through Pay with Gas-
Buddy+". It is the most
authoritative source of
station-level fuel pricing
data, updating averages
288 times daily from the
broadest mix of inputs—
spotter reports, direct
station integrations, and
transactional data.

SOURCE GasBuddy

Driving Under the In-
fluence — Timothy Bak-
er, Park Street, McKenzie,
was charged with Driving
Under the Influence on
August 12.

Officer Michael Cun-
ningham responded to a
report of a vehicle strik-
ing a utility pole at the in-
tersection of Walnut and
Booker. When Officer Cun-
ningham arrived, several
individuals were attempt-
ing to push the car out of
the roadway. Cunningham
knew Baker’s license was
suspended in Florida. He
was administered field
sobriety tests and then
charged with DUI. Baker
refused a blood-alcohol
test and was transported
to Carroll County Jail.

Online Scam — A McK-
enzie man fell victim to an
online scam that result-
ed in him sending a total
of $12,000 in value of gift
cards and cashier’s checks.

Officer Kyle Beauchamp
filed the report on August
16 about the man, who had
been following an all-girls
band and believed one of

the girls was his girlfriend
of four years with whom
he corresponded online.
Then he received a mes-
sage that his girlfriend had
been kidnapped and the
ransom was $95,000.

The ‘girlfriend’ was the
perpetrator, who claimed
to be a singer in a famous
all-girls band named “The
Castellows.” The victim
once drove to Nashville to
give her a ride after she ar-
rived the airport. However,
after he waited for sever-
al hours, the perpetrator
messaged that she got a
ride with someone else.

Photos, sent through
the messaging app Tele-
gram, of the girl with facial
bruises reportedly were
evidence enough for him
to send money.

The officer explained
to the victim that he was
scammed. Officer Beau-
champ contacted Adult
Protective Services to help
the victim access needed
services.

Domestic Assault — A
husband and wife were
arrested for Domestic As-
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McKenzie Police Reports

sault on August 11.
Officer Jayden Rembert
was dispatched to the resi-
dence of Wesley McCaskill,
Jr., and Amy McCaskill
when the married couple
had a dispute resulting in
the assault charges. Both
were transported to Car-
roll County Jail.
Domestic Assault —
Paul Todd, Highway 22,
Gleason, was arrested for
Domestic Assault on Au-
gust 11 after he reportedly
assaulted a female in the
parking lot of a business.
Officer Jeff Winberry re-
ported that he responded
to the business parking lot,
where Todd had attempt-
ed to force the female
out of the driver’s seat of
the parked car. Todd was
standing outside of the ve-
hicle. The female stated he
had attempted to remove
her from the vehicle by
pulling on her neck and
arm, causing her to hit her
head and placing her in
fear for her life.
Todd was transported to
Carroll County Jail.

William Garth Jackson
to Colton Lee Jackson in
District 13.

James E. and Lynette
J. Vansickle to Vansickle
Family Trust. No district
listed.

Doris N. Milton to Eric
Dwayne Milton in District
2.

Nina R. Smothers to
James and wife Sarah Mays
in District 11.

Stephen M. and wife
Jennifer L. Eason to Cam-
eron Drake and wife Am-
ber Elizabeth Rawls in
District 4.

John Duane Hodo to
Lacee Hodo. No district
listed.

Earl W. Sullivan to Brian
Evan White in District 10.

Jesse Hawkins Easley to

Property Transfers

Robert Seth T. and wife Jill
S. Brenne in District 12.

Clark Family Holdings,
LLC to Jordan and wife
Carson Bailey in District
17.

Steve R. Lee to Steadfast
Home Buyers in District 4.

David and others
Padgett to David S. Padgett
in District 4.

Melissa Skelton to Can-
dace Neuenschwander in
District 13.

Ricky Maness to Hector
M. Lopez-Ruiz in District
21.

Linda Jean Barrone,
trustee, to August M. and
Linda J. Barrone, trustees.
No district listed.

Stanley L. Taylor to Mi-
chael Rogers in District 16.

Julie Kathleen Hester

and others to Timothy and
Zachary C. Douglas in Dis-
trict 4.

Howard S. and Clareni-
ta Hamilton to Howard S.
and Clarenita Hamilton,
trustees. No district listed.

Sterling Shores, LLC to
Oliver and others Vaidis
in District 7.

Jacqueline W. and oth-
ers Streetman to Daniel
Freeman and wife Emily
Blacketter in District 11.

Rusty David and wife
Brittany Ellis Shands to
Steven Scott in District 4.

Katharine Mary and
Ronald Leland Holland to
Stephen Fouche. No dis-
trict listed.

Brian Scott Watson to
Michael Robert and wife
Kimberly Ann Thalham-
mer Warren in District 22.

HUNTINGDON (August
12) — The following cas-
es were heard in Carroll
County General Sessions
Court on August 12.

Richard Allen, Sims
Lane, Tullahoma, all
charges dismissed, Tam-
pering With Evidence, Pos-
session of Unlawful Drugs;
Prohibited Weapons, Sim-
ple Possession, Possession
of Schedule VI Drugs.

Josselynn Ann Becker,
Thorne Lane, Huntingdon,
guilty, Driving While Re-
voked; guilty, Improper
Passing; dismissed, Failure
to Change Address on Li-
cense; probation, must ob-
tain a valid driver’s license.

Alexis Michelle Black-
ard, Old State Route 22,
McKenzie, dismissed,
Driving While Revoked.

Bobby James Blay-
lock, Jr., Hames Street,
Trezevant, guilty, Evading
Arrest; dismissed, Posses-
sion of Drug Parapherna-
lia, $300 fine, probation.

Lola Dean Clark, Boyd
Lane, Jackson, pre-trial
diversion, Shoplifting,

IT PAYS TO
ADVERTISE!

25 WORDS ONLY $5!
50 WORDS ONLY $10!

CALL TODAY!
731-352-3323

probation.

Tania L. Doster, Barks-
dale Avenue, McKenzie,
guilty, Probation Violation.

Marvin Gaston, 423
Lane, McKenzie, all
charges dismissed, Leav-
ing Scene of Accident,
Violation of Financial Re-
sponsibility, Driving While
License Revoked.

Marvin Gaston, 423
Lane, McKenzie, bound
over to the Grand Jury,
Community Supervi-
sion Violation and Sexu-
al Offender Registration
Violation.

Tyriana Lewis, Highway

Carroll County General Sessions Court Report

45, Martin, guilty, Proba-
tion Violation, sentenced
to six months of super-
vised probation.

Jason McCalister, Green-
lawn Street, Greenfield,
guilty, Probation Violation.

Anna Reasons, Griggs
Chapel Road, Cedar Grove,
dismissed, Meth-Manufac-
ture, Deliver, Sell or Pos-
sess with Intent.

Amanda Sparks, High-
way 79, Atwood, guilty,
Driving While License Re-
voked, $50 fine, probation,
must obtain valid driver’s
license; dismissed, Light
Law Violation.

PUBLIC NOTICE

AUDIT OF AUGUST 6, 2026 ELECTIONS:
AUGUST 20 AT 1 P.M.

CERTIFYING THE AUGUST 6, 2026 ELECTIONS:
AUGUST 21, 4 P.M.

In the Carroll County Election Commission Office,
625 High Street., Ste 113, Huntingdon, TN 38344

A927/33-1

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

the Purchasing Committee.

carroll.tn.org.

conditional bids.

Please notice that the Carroll County Mayor’s Office shall accept
sealed written bids for indoor gymnasium LED videoboard
systems at up to six school gymnasiums in Carroll County.

Proposals, bids, or responses must be submitted to the Office of
the Carroll County Mayor, Joseph G. Butler, at 625 High St. Suite
101, Carroll County Office Complex, Huntingdon, Tennessee,
38344, no later than 9 a.m. CST, August 28, 2026, at which time
the bids will be opened and considered at a public meeting of

Copies of bid documents may be obtained at the Carroll County
Mayor’s Office at the above address, or by email at jbutler@

All interested parties, without regard of race, color or national
origin, shall be afforded the opportunity to bid and shall receive
equal consideration. Title VI states “No person in the United
States shall, on the ground of race, color or national origin,
be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of,
or be subjected to discrimination under any program activity
receiving Federal financial assistance.” Carroll County strives
to protect individuals’ civil rights through active compliance
with the requirements of Title VI.

The Owner (Carroll County) further reserves the right to reject
any and all bids, to waive any and all informalities and to
negotiate contract terms with the successful bidder, and the
right to disregard all non-conforming, non-responsive, or

A5605/33-2
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Color A Masterpiece

MARKETPLACE

Weekly
Crossword

CLUES ACROSS
1. Microgram

4. Fixed charge

7. Each

8. Feeling of humiliation

10. Coat with sticky substance

"

12. Powerful “Severance”

family

13. Japanese city

14. “Pulp Fiction” actress
Thurman
16. Hat

17. Place where rockers work
19. Psyche

20. Snakelike fishes

21. Where people live

25. Body part

26. 0Id towel

27. 0ne’s essential being

29. Japanese alcoholic
beverage

30. Boxing’s GOAT

31. Wet muddy ground

32. Christian Laettner is one
39. A place to store lawn tools
41. Large tub for liquid

42. 0ld World lizard

43. One-time European
member group

44. Healing student

45. Nuclear weapon

46. “Kiss of the Spider
Woman” actress Sonia

48. Silk garment

49. About some Norse poems

50. Woman religious
community member

CLUES DOWN
1. An insane person

3. Buttock muscles
4. US federal agency
5. Birds of prey

8. Ocean
9. Terminates

a bell

19. Make a mistake

51. Congressman (abbr.)
52. Two-year-old sheep

14. Exclamation: yuck!
15. A place to attach a boat
18. Exclamation of surprise

2. “Homeland” actress Danes

6. Electronic communication

11. Low-pitched sound from

20. Border line

22. Have religious faith

23. Klutz

24. Large tree

27. House of __ rulers

28. Red deer

29. Small coin (French)

31. Popular sandwich
32.10-year period

33. Not good

34. Government lawyer

35. Egypt’s intelligence agency
36. Without an occupant or
incumbent

37. Stain with one’s hands

38. Crippling

39. One point east of southeast
40. Large, united groups

44, _ and cheese

47. Alcoholic beverage

Week 33

See solution in next week’s edition.

On The Road Word Search THIS ||SUDOKU VEEK 33
vV T S MWHMNIULUDT FI CTFTITIWHI RUHAWV
EEHFWTIG CMRETRTOTETCTPTDTBTPS DAYIN 2|7 511 3
D LI WMBNUGOTCIBU RUTCMTGT FEPE S E
LECNNLMNNAPIOMMKWAHLIIIIS'IOR 3 1 S
G P TYPMAMTEFSLET DU HT CUPMGTC V) )
N B SICLWPTFTIOTGDTEU H R RTNUPTI 8{1{5)9 4 -
I oI L URTIUDU PTVIRNETES STITETLH 9 2 8 1
D NOB O COVRHUBEUV STUNRE
ECMMLWFTOALUOUOTCATUORTIV 718 6|4
E AKIDA ASMOTUVNUGTTII RDBK
PAGAPFWRTMDELTITTIRTILEB [ gm0 11716 8 9
SHVCAATOAOSILCCSOAABcaptu'rewashmgto% ) 5
TVBFBIBISTANEUTMWNONDcandsetthe’
FIMLWEFTIENTTISCOOSUY N B |prpddontia 713 51 1 2
AT UOBA ADNUORRPUS B O R K B |}1ansionandother
PEDGHDRNDEWOSYO0MV UTID D | hpyidingson fire, 6 2141715
VNWDAYFNTYTIPRVWTUVWSHP e e
AL CROUHONTIGIE KT COTLTDTIRG N E |1909:Workers start Fun By The Numbers '
W E K V W DIDNTGCEGEUONUGESTTIUONNA pouring concrete for Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will
TABUHFRMIRHTIGHWAY AP Y |thePanama Canal. a0 putyour sudoku vy o ttesth e P
Ambulance  Construction  Motorcycle Speeding 1091: Ukraine o piods ot fomati 5.2 40 g1, broken down o i
Bottleneck Crosswalk Overpass Stop Sign declares itself "o, ol and b Each number can appear ony o i each row,
Boul d Gridlock Pedestrian Tailgating independent from column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers wil
oulevar riaioc PO"CE Traf‘fic LI ht R . appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
Commuter nghway R d b T g the Soviet Union. more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
Congestion Intersection F?Ssnh ﬁoﬂlﬁt Vehui::rlles See solution in next weelcs edition
OF BD4 0B L +BX v+ wHxAC*LHN\NAL0B LETTER MIX-UP Riddle Me This
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUOVWXYZ What kind of car, or
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase vehicle, does a sheep drive?
c below? Use each letter only once.
=T o P m ~w T PEDESTRIAN
T mroa sonespends oo oven " = | . WORD SCRAMBLE
(Hint:7=0) 2 - : Rearrange the letters to spell something
% 92. 12. pertaining to this week's theme.
16 21 8 22 11 5 PTSO
51| & .
Q dojs :tomsuy
8 7 21 13 17 21 25 HER 1.
9]
1k GUESS WHO >
1 1 26 8 1 8 26 g 1 17. I am a singer born in Englcmd on Augu.st
o 22,1995. | worked as a waitress while living
! 8. 18. in London. | started posting covers of
c% songs on YouTube. | won Grammy Awards
@ 9 '|9 in 2019 for Best New Artist and Best Dance
16 7 12 18 26 22 6 4 7 12 g' RecoLd,cmdI’vehcldm?jnyllqhir(sonthe
]0. 20. charts. | recentytle the knot.
pdi1 PNQ Hemsuy

A3272/33-1

EdwardJones ...

Seeing eye to eye
comes from meeting

face-to-face.
Let's talk.

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

654 Main Street North

McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-7822

PUZZLE SOLUTION

edwardjones.com

Week 32 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 32
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RIA|[T|I [O|N|JA|L|I |[S]|T T|A|R 184697532
fEnE Baond Banl | 10EE BEREEE




MARKETPLACE

WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS IS! No repairs. No
fuss. Any condition. Easy
three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get
your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-877-551-1426. (TnScan)

AVAILABLE — 4,000 SQ.
FT.NEXT TO H&R BLOCK,
at Cedar Street Plaza, 1926
Cedar Street, McKenzie. Call
731-352-2189. A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq.
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway
79 Highland Mall, across
from the post office. Call
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

CABLE / SATELLITE

TV / WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER INTERNET for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps,
no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make
the switch. Call 1-855-481-
3340. (TnScan)

DIRECTV - ALL YOUR
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof! Sign up
for Direct and get your first
free months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-844-230-4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITETV
+ INTERNET! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-844-274-6074.
(TnScan)

HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS: McKENZIE
AREA. www.mckenzie-
homefinders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

IMPROVEMENT

OLSHAN FOUNDATION
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted
foundation repair experts
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery.
Basement waterproofing.
Water management and
more. Free evaluation. Lim-
ited time up to $250 off foun-
dation repair. Call Olshan
1-866-265-5932. (TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY

AUDIEN HEARING. The
world’s first hearing aid with
touchscreen controls. No tiny
buttons, apps or prescrip-
tions. 45-day risk free trial.
Free shipping. Lifetime sup-
port. More than 1.5 million
happy customers. Call Audi-
en 1-888-297-2079. (TnScan)

SAFE STEP STAIRLIFTS.
Enjoy greater independence
and stay in the home you
love. Feel safe on every level.
$750 off plus FREE installa-
tion. Made in the U.S.A. Call
today for a free quote. 1-866-
432-3409. (TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details!
1-844-278-8285 www.den-
tal50plus.com/tnpress #6258.
(TnScan)
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wantep: rosuy ) ronRint J1 scavices JN FREE ANIALS

SAWYERS TREE SER-
VICE: 60’ Bucket Truck.
Take Down or Prune. Haul
Off and Clean Up. Grind
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

JOE’S TREE SERVICE
AND STUMP REMOVAL:
60 ft. bucket truck, prune
or take down grind stumps,
clean up and haul off, in-
sured, free estimates. 731-
697-0023 or 731-513-1518.
A7084/21-TF

YOUR LOW COST ADVER-
TISING SOLUTION! One
call & your 25 word ad will
appear in 105 Tennessee
newspapers for $275/wk or
28 West TN newspapers for
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classified advertising
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks.
(TnScan)

FREE YORKIE, MALE,
NEEDS GOOD HOME. 16
weeks old, 5 lbs. 276-235-
1236. NC/32-2

AUCTIONS

GET THE WORD 0OUT
ABOUT YOUR NEXT AUC-
TION! Save Time & $$5.
One Call for All. Your ad
can appear in this newspa-
per + 104 other TN newspa-
pers. For more info, contact
this newspaper’s classified
dept. or call Becky Moats
931-624-8916. (TnScan)

“Painting Your Way”

Not Just Painting Anymore...
Ceiling to floor and much more!

4 Zp Repair to Remodeling

S 731-415-1506
’r " Steve Bowden

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

49 Broapway STReeT, McKENzIE, TN 38201

PuonNE: 731-352-5307

Come see us for the best rates
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

NOW HIRING

NEWS STRINGERS

Clarksburg.

McKenzie, Tennessee

Do you love news and
have a passion for writing?

Tri-County Publishing, Inc. dba The McKenzie Banner
is seeking qualified news stringers to cover meetings and
events in the Carroll, Henry and Weakley County area of West
Tennessee while representing The McKenzie Banner. This is
a part-time, contract position with the possibility of full-time.
Some nights, weekends and holidays required.
AVAILABLE STRINGER POSITIONS (Contract)
¢ TERRITORY: McKenzie, Gleason
¢ TERRITORY: Huntingdon, Hollow Rock, Bruceton,

e TERRITORY: West Carroll: Atwood, Trezevant,
McLemoresville, Cedar Grove, Lavinia, etc.
e TERRITORY: Paris, Henry County

Please include resume and writing samples.

RATE: $25-°50 PER EVENT,
pay based on experience.

BANNER

www.mckenziebanner.com

Scan QR to Iearn more.

For more information or to apply,
email: hiring@mckenziebanner.com

NOW HIRING

SPORTS STRINGERS

McKenzie, Tennessee

Do you love sports and
have a passion for writing?

The McKenzie Banner has multiple opportunities available
to cover your favorite team, town or interest in the Carroll,
Henry and Weakley County area of Tennessee!

Our sports stringer positions would be great experience
for a student interested in writing or anyone wanting to
make a little extra money while serving their community.

This is a part-time, contract position with the possibility
of full-time. Some nights, weekends and holidays required.

AVAILABLE STRINGER POSITIONS (Contract)
¢ TERRITORY: McKenzie, Gleason

¢ TERRITORY: Huntingdon, Hollow Rock-Bruceton
¢ TERRITORY: West Carroll, Clarksburg

Please include resume and writing samples.

RATE: $25-*50 PER EVENT,
pay based on experience.

*BANNER

www.mckenziebanner.com

Scan QR to learn more.

For more information or to apply,
email: hiring@mckenziebanner.com

Site Work * Clearing * Ponds
* Basements * Trackhoe * Dozer
* Dirtpan * Skidsteer
* Sand * Gravel * Topsoil

R27901/30-4

(LIEDTKE
BROTHERS

PAINTING

731-793-9074

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

Find us on
Facebook

Serving local since 1870.
PBANNER . Call 731.352.3323

Frontier

FOUNDATION
& CRAWL SPACE era,-,.

'YOUR HOME DESERVES A
STRONG FOUNDATION

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY ——

$750:

FOUNDATION REPAIR

] Not to exceed 5% of foundation repair project total. Cannot be combined with any other offer or
promotional financing. Must be presented at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 9/30/26.

IEI i EI

1844-978-3001

s“' FrontierFoundations.com

FOUNDATIONS - CRAWL SPACES - BASEMENTS - CONCRETE

NOW HIRING

FRONT OFFICE & SALES

Achieve your earning goals
through sales and marketing!

Tri-County Publishing, Inc. is seeking a full-time front
office assistant / sales and marketing representative
for The McKenzie Banner and its commercial print shop.
Candidate is responsible for marketing local businesses across
print, digital media services and via printing and advertising
specialty products. Candidate will be the TCP point of contact
for local businesses’ marketing and printing needs.

Candidates earns uncapped commission on sales, allowing
them to achieve unlimited earnings.

Must be friendly, professional, and self-driven.

Must Have: High school diploma or equivalent. Valid driver’s
license. Reliable transportation. Clean background and drug test.
Good to Have: Computer skills (PC), i.e. Google products.
Internet and E-mail access.

Pay: Hourly + Uncapped Commission + Benefits
Schedule: Full-Time. Office hours.
Please include resume.

McKenzie, Tennessee

*BANNER

www.mckenziebanner.com

Scan QR to learn more.

For more information or to apply,
email: hiring@mckenziebanner.com

Business Direct

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

= =
% L e
B ———
~ =l
=
=
= |
|

Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

Phone 731-352-0483 ¢ Fax 731-352-0584
krogers @brsupplyinc.com

J

‘TOLBERT

Plumbing & EIGCIYIC  AFTeR HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

Backhoe - Trenching - Gas Piping - Pipe Water Heaters
Well Tanks - Valves - Fittings - Faucets

VL PUNP LS, VT DTALATON
131-234-6012

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF
INVENTORY FOR THOSE

731-607-8643

Maleah Hollingsworth
731-694-7871

Finding Hearts a Home
nickyjoestaffordrealestate@outlook.com

www.stafford-realestate.com

4 N [ N\ (C )
Sandi Roditis :
14965 S. Highland Ave, | |  Bi4152% NICKYJOE/\{ || v
McKenzie, TN 38201 V;‘:rllezlf/lscl\izi;m ) Cleaning
A Y TARFORD | | - Sore e
SUPPLY. INC KEVEN ROGERS 586.243.3057 REAL ESTATE * Toilets & Tubs PLUMBING and SEWER
> Director of Operations Blake Cossey * Leaky Faucets

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 ¢ 731.352.2761
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Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

campbelluwaterwell@gmail.com
731-694-2075 (Call or Text)
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7894 Hwy 124
McKenzie, TN 3820l

* Water Lines 24-HOUR SERVICE

* Drain Lines

* leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455
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ONLY
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CALL 731.352.3323
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Left, The 2025-26 McKenzie Shooting Sports Team. nght, The McKenzie Shooting Sports rookie division (L to R) Emmett Cary, Jaxon Hochreiter, Emmalynn
Adkins and Ashlynn Cobb. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKenzie Shooting Sports Celebrates Phenomenal Season

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (August
16) — The McKenzie Shoot-
ing Sports team gathered
Sunday at the Carroll Coun-
ty Shooting Sports Park to
celebrate a successful sea-
son. Shooters were present-
ed with awards earned at
matches throughout the
season.

The team’s varsity divi-
sion included Lila Reed,
Zane Bartlett, Wyatt Cary
and Jake Townsend.

The team’s intermediate
division included Colton
Cobb, Emilee Harris, Lay-
la Arnold, Neyland Harris,
Gabe Green, Chance Al-
exander, Addilyn Brown,
Emory Williams and Ivy
Kate Jones.

The rookie division in-
cluded Emmett Cary, Ash-
lynn Cobb, Emmalynn Ad-
kins and Jaxon Hochreiter.

Coaches were Justin
Jones, Ryan Jones, Marty
Brown, John Williams, Blake
Alexander, Brian Cobb and
Dennis Adkins.

Medals and other awards
were presented by match
location.

Montgomery County

Shooting Complex

Optic Rifle - Rookie - First
Place (Hochreiter, Adkins,
Cobb, Cary)

Optic Rifle - Intermediate
- First Place (Jones, Wil-
liams, Brown, Cobb)

Optic Rifle - Intermediate
- Second Place (Green, Al-
exander, Arnold, N. Harris)

Optic Rifle - Varsity - First
Place (Cary, Townsend,
Bartlett, Reed)

Iron Rifle - Rookie - Sec-
ond Place (Hochreiter, Ad-
kins, Cobb, Cary)

Iron Rifle - Intermediate -
First Place (Jones, Williams,
Brown, Cobb)

Iron Rifle - Intermediate
- Second Place (Green, Al-
exander, Arnold, N. Harris)

Iron Rifle - Varsity - Sec-
ond Place (Cary, Townsend,
Bartlett, Reed)

PCC - Open Division -
Second Place (Townsend,
W. Cary, C. Cobb)

High Overall - Colton
Cobb

Carroll County Shooting
Sports Park

Optic Rifle - Rookie - First
Place (Hochreiter, Adkins,
Cobb, Cary)

Optic Rifle - Intermediate
- First Place (Jones, Wil-
liams, Brown, Cobb)

Optic Rifle - Intermedi-
ate - Second Place (Green,
Alexander, N. Harris, E.
Harris)

Optic Rifle - Varsity - First
Place (Cary, Townsend,
Bartlett, Reed)

Iron Rifle - Rookie - Sec-
ond Place (Hochreiter, Ad-
kins, Cobb, Cary)

Iron Rifle - Intermediate -
First Place (Jones, Williams,
Brown, Cobb)

Iron Rifle - Intermediate
- Second Place (Green, Al-
exander, Arnold, N. Harris)

Iron Rifle - Varsity - First
Place (Cary, Townsend,
Bartlett, Reed)

High Overall Male, Rim-
fire - Rookie - Emmett Cary

High Overall Male, Rim-
fire - Intermediate - Chance
Alexander

PCC High Overall -
Colton Cobb

Dead Zero Shooting
Sports Park

Optic Rifle - Rookie - First
Place (Hochreiter, Adkins,
Cobb, Cary)

Optic Rifle - Intermediate

- First Place (Brown, Cobb,
E. Harris, Williams)

Optic Rifle - Intermediate
- Second Place (Alexander,
Arnold, N. Harris, Jones)

Optic Rifle - Open Divi-
sion - First Place (W. Cary,
Green, Reed, Townsend)

Iron Rifle - Rookie - First
Place (Hochreiter, Adkins,
Cobb, Cary)

Iron Rifle - Intermediate
- First Place (Alexander, Ar-
nold, N. Harris, Jones)

Iron Rifle - Intermedi-
ate - Second Place (Brown,
Cobb, E. Harris, Williams)

Iron Rifle - Non-Colle-
giate Open - First Place
(W. Cary, Green, Reed,
Townsend)

PCC - Intermediate - First
Place (Alexander, Brown,
Jones, Williams)

PCC - Non-Collegiate
Open - First Place (W. Cary,
C. Cobb, Green, Townsend)

High Overall Rookie -
Emmett Cary

High Overall Male, Rim-
fire - Colton Cobb

High Overall Male - PCC
- Colton Cobb

Nashville Gun Club
(State Shoot)

Optic Rifle - Rookie - First
Place (Hochreiter, Adkins,
Cary)

Optic Rifle - Intermediate
- Second Place (Alexander,
Jones, Brown, Williams)

Optic Rifle - Varsity - Sec-
ond Place (Cary, Townsend,
Bartlett, Reed)

Iron Rifle - Rookie - First
Place (Hochreiter, Adkins,
Cary)

Iron Rifle - Intermedi-
ate - First Place (Alexander,
Brown, Jones, Williams)

Iron Rifle - Varsity - Third
Place (Cary, Townsend,
Bartlett, Reed)

Iron Rifle - Intermediate

Above, The McKenzie Shooting Sports intermediate division (L to R) Front Row:
Emilee Harris, Addilyn Brown, Ivy Kate Jones and Chance Alexander. Back Row:
Layla Arnold, Neyland Harris, Emory Williams, Gabe Green and Colton Cobb.
Below Left, Named to the Scholastic Sports Shooting Foundation All-Scholastic
Team were Emory Williams (left) and Ivy Kate Jones. Below Right, The McKenzie
Shooting Sports varsity division (L to R) Zane Bartlett, Wyatt Cary and Lila Reed.
Not pictured is Jake Townsend. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

- Second Place (Arnold, N.
Harris, E. Harris, Green)

PCC - Intermediate -
Second Place (Alexander,
Jones, Brown, Williams)

PCC - Open Division
- Third Place (W. Cary,
Townsend, Bartlett, Green)

Ruger National
Virtual Match

Optic Rifle - Rookie - First
Place (Hochreiter, Adkins,
Cobb, Cary)

Optic Rifle - Intermedi-
ate - First Place (Alexander,
Brown, N. Harris, Jones)

Optic Rifle - Intermedi-
ate - Second Place (Cobb,
Williams, Green, E. Harris)

Optic Rifle - Varsi-

ty - Third Place (Cary,
Townsend, Bartlett, Reed)

Iron Rifle - Rookie - First
Place (Hochreiter, Adkins,
Cobb, Cary)

Iron Rifle - Intermedi-
ate - First Place (Alexander,
Brown, N. Harris, Jones)

Iron Rifle - Intermediate
- Second Place (Cobb, Wil-
liams, Green, Arnold)

Iron Rifle - Varsity - Third
Place (Cary, Townsend,
Bartlett, Reed)

Iron Rifle - Individual
Overall Female - Ivy Kate
Jones

PCC - Intermediate - First

Place (Alexander, Jones,
Brown, Williams)

PCC - Non-Collegiate
Open - First Place (W. Cary,
Townsend, C. Cobb, Green)

PCC - Individual Overall
male - Jake Townsend

PCC - Individual Overall
Female - Ivy Kate Jones

The Scholastic Sports
Shooting Foundation
named Emory Williams
and Ivy Kate Jones to
the All-Scholastic Team.
Shooters must maintain a
3.5 GPA, meet minimum
competition require-
ments and solicit letters of
recommendation.
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West Carroll Elementary staff wear yellow Dollar General sunglasses associated with the Dollar General
Literacy Grant. Submitted photo

Dollar General Literacy Grant Supports
Summer Reading at West Carroll Elementary

TREZEVANT — West
Carroll Elementary School
has received a Dollar Gen-
eral literacy grant to sup-
port its Summer Reading
Program and expand the
school library’s collec-
tion of books available to
students.

Grant funds were used
to purchase new books

focused on the history and
geography of the Unit-
ed States. The additions
provide students with
opportunities to explore
American history while
continuing to strengthen
reading comprehension,
vocabulary and overall lit-
eracy skills.

West Carroll Elementary

also kept its library open
throughout the summer,
giving students contin-
ued access to books while
school was not in session.

In recent years, West
Carroll Elementary has
challenged students to
read 100 books or earn
100 Accelerated Reader
points during the school

STAY in newspapers

for public notices

DID YOU KNOW?

> Every month, 82% of Tennessee
Adults read a newspaper

» 89% if Tennesseans who are shopping
or intending to buy a new vehicle in
read

» 72% of adults in Tennessee
read public notices in newspapers
« 64% of Tennesseans believe they should

« 84% of adults in Tennessee feel
newspapers are the most trusted source

» 96% of Tennesseans who are
considering increasing their education with
an educational institution read newspapers

P> Almost 1/2 of Tennesseans traveled on
vacation in the past 12 months, Here is
where they went:

papers

37% to visit family

17% went to the beach

15% visited state or national parks

15% went to SHOP

13% went to visit a historical attraction
12% went because of a sporting event

> Newspapers reach 84% of
voters in Tennessee

» Local newspapers are relied
on more than any other media for
information on local government

Source: Coda Ventures Market Study 2020 » 85% of these vacationers read newspapers

year. During the 2025-26
school year, over 50 per-
cent of students reached
that goal.

That literacy focus will
continue during the 2026-
27 school year through the
school’s Readers’ Detec-
tive Club theme. Teach-
ers are using the theme
to encourage students to
approach reading with cu-
riosity, explore new books
and build their skills as
readers.

West Carroll Elemen-
tary staff also recognized
Dollar General’s support
by purchasing and wear-
ing the company’s yellow
sunglasses, which are as-
sociated with its literacy
fundraising efforts.

The school expressed
its appreciation to Dollar
General for its continued
investment in literacy and
for providing addition-
al resources to support
West Carroll Elementary
students.

Webb School to Honor

Class of 1966 During
Annual Homecoming

McKENZIE — The
Webb School Alumni As-
sociation is hosting its
annual homecoming and
General Assembly over
the Labor Day weekend, a
celebration of the historic
institution that served Af-
rican American students
throughout Carroll Coun-
ty for decades.

Webb School’s history
began in the early 20th
century as a one-room
schoolhouse known as
Booker T. Washington
High School. In 1927,
the name was changed
to Webb School to hon-
or John L. Webb, whose
financial contributions
significantly funded the
facility. Following a dev-
astating fire in 1936, the
school community and
McKenzie Mayor Glen
King worked to acquire
the vacated 30-acre Mc-
Tyeire College grounds to
relocate the campus.

The current school
facility was constructed
in 1958 in the Modern
Movement style. Howev-
er, following the signing
of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 and the desegrega-
tion of southern schools,
Webb School closed its
doors in 1966. To pre-
serve its enduring legacy,
Professor James L. Seets
spearheaded the forma-
tion of the Webb Alumni
Association in 1969. The
association successfully
purchased the campus
in 1976 and secured the
school’s listing on the Na-
tional Register of Historic
Places.

Today, the building on

Walnut Avenue serves
as a community center
and houses the Webb
School Historical Muse-
um, archiving memora-
bilia from the faculty and
students who shaped the
institution.

The upcoming festiv-
ities begin Friday, Sep-
tember 4, from 6-8 p.m.,
featuring a youth block
party, line dancing, card
games, and hospitality.

On Saturday, September
5, the General Assembly of
Webb School Alumni will
hold its annual meeting
with guest speaker Gloria
Harris of Milwaukee. A
parade will follow at 1:30
p-m., concluding with a
dinner and dance from 6
p-m.to 11 p.m.

Sunday, September 6,
features the “Unforget-
table” fashion show at 5
p.m., honoring Tranquilla
Pate.

The celebration con-
cludes Monday, Septem-
ber 7, with a picnic day
from 10 am. to 4 p.m.

The picnic will include
food, games, and door
prizes for attendees.

Atnoon, the Webb High
School Class of 1966—the
institution’s final grad-
uating class—will be
honored.

A special ceremony
at 1:30 p.m. will recog-
nize the Trezevant High
School Blue Devil Wom-
en’s Basketball Teams of
1974 and 1976.

The homecoming will
wrap up at 3 p.m. with
a Soul Train Line and
performances by various
artists.
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Above Left, Rebel Parker Ross stretches for a 29-yard catch. Above Right,
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Rebel Lelan Gordon cuts to the outside for positive yardage. Below Left,
Rebel Aiden Carrington makes a leaping catch for a 14-yard gain. Below
Right, Rebel Hunter Winstead wraps up a McCracken County ball carrier for

a loss. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner
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BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

PARIS (August 14) —
McKenzie High School
traveled Friday to partici-
pate in the annual Henry
County High School Foot-
ball Jamboree, where the
Rebels faced the McCrack-
en County Mustangs for
a two-quarter scrimmage
with no contact on special
teams plays.

McKenzie scored twice,
once early and once late,
but a tough Mustangs team
scored four times in be-
tween for a 28-14 win.

The Rebels took first pos-
session, starting at the far
30. Lelan Gordon ran for
six, then quarterback Cole
Brown kept for 44 yards.
Jayden Callis gained three,
then C. Brown kept for six.
On third-and-one, Callis
rushed for seven and a first-
and-goal at the 4. C. Brown
tossed to Avery Brown for
a short loss, then Cole was
stopped for another loss.
An offsides penalty against
McCracken County moved
the ball to the 3, and Callis
punched it in. Jony Hernan-
dez kicked the undefend-
ed PAT, and McKenzie led
7-0 with just under eight
minutes to play in the first

Jamboree a Go;dﬁ Final Test for Rebels

quarter.

The Mustangs found a
gap on their first snap for a
70-yard touchdown. A good
kick tied the game at 7-7.

The Rebels couldn’t get
traction on their second
drive and went three-and-
out, but McCracken County
did the same.

McKenzie started at their
35 with a 17-yard pass from
Cole to Avery. Cole then
found Aiden Carrington for
14 and another first down.
A penalty backed up the
Rebels, but Cole threw to
Parker Ross for 29 yards to
the 11. After a delay of game
penalty, Cole found Jacobi
Melton for four yards. The
Mustangs jumped offside,
then Cole threw incomplete.
Callis was stopped short of
the first down, then Cole
was stopped on a fourth-
down keeper at the 4. The
senior QB also suffered a
superficial injury that would
sideline him for the remain-
der of the contest.

Taking over deep in their
own red zone, McCrack-
en County gained 36 on a
completed pass. The drive
stalled, and the Mustangs
punted as the quarter
ended.

The Rebels went three-
and-out again to start the

second frame.

The Mustangs scored on
two plays, the latter a 52-
yard touchdown reception.
Another good PAT gave Mc-
Cracken County a 14-7 lead
with under ten minutes to
play.

On McKenzie’s first snap,
freshman quarterback Seth
Stafford was intercepted
for a Mustang touchdown.
The PAT gave McCracken
County a 21-7 lead.

Callis gave the Rebels a
good start with a first-down
run, but the drive stalled.

McCracken County
scored on six plays, and the
kick made it 28-7 with four
minutes remaining.

The Rebels answered
with their own six-play
scoring drive. Ross ran for
nine, and Callis converted
a fourth-down. Callis fol-
lowed with a 30-yard gain
into the red zone, the Gor-
don punched it in from the
7. Hernandez kicked again,
and McKenzie trailed 28-14
with a minute and a half
to play.

The Mustangs managed
four plays before time
expired.

McKenzie’s regular sea-
son begins Friday, August
21 at Huntingdon. Kickoff
is 7 p.m.

oA

Left, Kenton Smith run. Right, Keimonte Strayhorn TD reception. Photos by Russell

Bush/The Banner

Mustang Offense Sharp in
Jamboree Action with Lexington

BY RUSSELL BUSH

banner@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (August
14) — Huntingdon High
School seniors Kenton Smith
and Zayden Connelly de-
livered a dominant perfor-
mance Friday night, leading
the Huntingdon Mustangs
to a convincing 22-0 shutout
of Lexington in the annual
Huntingdon QB Jamboree.
Smith, the reigning BlueC-
ross Bowl MVP who helped
secure the Mustangs’ sec-
ond state title last season,
showcased his versatility
with 64 rushing yards and
two passing touchdowns.
Connelly was equally effec-
tive, contributing a 67-yard
rushing effort, a receiving
touchdown, and a defensive
safety.

Hosted at Paul Ward Sta-
dium, the Jamboree is a ro-
tating tradition between the
two programs. The evening
featured a developmental
slate with 15-minute quarters
for the freshman and junior
varsity squads, followed by
two 12-minute quarters of
varsity action.

The Mustang varsity took
control early, orchestrating
a 70-yard, 11-play opening
drive. While the first ten plays
relied on the ground game,
Smith turned to the air after
a second-down sack at the
Tigers' 36-yard line. On third
down, he connected with
Keimonte Strayhorn on a
36-yard touchdown strike.
A fumbled snap on the extra
point kept the score at 6-0.

Huntingdon'’s offense re-
mained aggressive on their
next possession. Starting
from their own 20, the Mus-
tangs quickly advanced to
the 40 before K'Shun Car-
ter broke loose for a 42-

yard sprint to the Lexington
8-yard line. Two plays later,
Smith found Connelly for
a 5-yard touchdown recep-
tion. Greyson Anderson’s
successful PAT extended the
lead to 13-0.

Defensive pressure soon
added to the tally. After forc-
ing a turnover on downs,
Huntingdon took over at the
Tigers’ 15-yard line. Though
a Smith fumble near the goal
line gave Lexington a tem-
porary reprieve, Connelly
immediately swarmed the
Tigers' ball carrier in the end
zone on the following play
for a safety, pushing the lead
to 15-0.

The Mustangs punctuated
the night with a two-play
drive, capped by Connelly’s
explosive 54-yard touch-
down run. Anderson’s final
conversion sealed the 22-0
victory. Statistically, the
Mustangs overwhelmed the
Tigers, outgaining them 190
to -11 on the ground while
holding a 41 to 40 edge in
passing yards.

Ayden King interception. Photo by Russell Bush/The Banner

In undercard action, the
Lexington freshman team
topped the Mustangs 14-0.
The Tigers utilized rushing
scores of three and nine
yards to capitalize on an of-
fensive struggle for Hunting-
don, which was limited to 16
yards on ten carries. Noah
Webb provided a bright spot
for the Mustangs with 20
rushing yards.

The Junior Varsity scrim-
mage also went to the Ti-
gers in a narrow 6-0 con-
test. Jonah Ralston caught a
22-yard touchdown pass for
the game’s only score. De-
spite the loss, the Mustangs
showed promise in the air as
Noah Webb completed two
passes for 44 yards, including
a 28-yard gain to Kingston
Smith and a 16-yard recep-
tion by Hayden Weathers.
Huntingdon reached the
Lexington 21-yard line late
in the period, but a fourth-
down incompletion ended
the threat.
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Left, War Eagle Isaiah Lott runs for a 30-yard touchdown. Right, War Eagles
Isaiah Lott (7) and Ryker Cherry bring down a Red Devil ball carrier for a loss.
Photos by Davarion Gilbert/The Banner

War Eagles Fall to South Fulton, 36-6

BY DAVARION GILBERT

banner@mckenziebanner.com

ATWOOD (August 13)
— The West Carroll Junior
High War Eagles hosted
South Fulton Middle School
Thursday night. The visiting
Red Devils were in control
and kept the lead through-
out for a 36-6 final.

The War Eagles won the
toss and elected to receive
the opening kick. They be-
gan their first offensive drive
on the opponent’s 35 yard
line after a penalty. War
Eagle Ayden Taylor ran for
eight yards, then Jeremi-
ah Holley ran for five yards
for a first down. The Eagles
then turned over the ball.

The Red Devils ran the
ball to the outside for a 43-
yard touchdown. The two-
point conversion was good,
making the score South Ful-
ton 8, West Carroll 0.

South Fulton made an
onside kick and recovered
the ball to start their second
drive. South Fulton ran to

the outside to make it to the
two yard line, then ran up
the middle for a touchdown.
The two-point conversion
was again good, making the
score South Fulton 16, West
Carroll 0.

South Fulton’s kick was
recovered by West Carroll to
start their second drive. Isa-
iah Lott ran for gains of four
and two, then Kevin Pryor
ran six yards for a first down.
The Eagles were stopped
there and turned over the
ball to begin South Fulton’s
third drive.

The Red Devils ran to
the outside, stopped at the
15 yard line. Two penal-
ties against South Fulton
pushed them back, but
they ran to the outside for
a 29-yard touchdown. The
two-point conversion was
denied by Taylor, making
the score South Fulton 22,
West Carroll 0.

West Carroll started their
third drive in Red Devil
territory with gains of four,
three and two yards, making

it fourth-and-one. War Eagle
Lott ran up the middle for
a 30-yard touchdown. The
two-point conversion was
no good, making it South
Fulton 22, West Carroll 6 to
end the first half.

West Carroll kicked it off
to South Fulton to begin
the second half on their
40 yard line. South Fulton
ran outside for a 60-yard
touchdown. The two-point
conversion was good, mak-
ing it South Fulton 30, West
Carroll 6.

West Carroll got a first
down to start, but was then
intercepted by South Fulton.

South Fulton gained a
yard, then ran for a 20-yard
touchdown. The two-point
conversion was no good,
making it South Fulton 36,
West Carroll 6.

West Carroll got the ball
back but couldn’t get a first
down. South Fulton took a
knee twice to run out the
clock.

Tigers Coast to Win Over Bulldogs

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

GLEASON (August 13)
— Gleason Junior High
opened their football sea-
son at home Thursday
against Hollow Rock-Bru-
ceton Central. The visiting
Tigers controlled the game
throughout, cruising to a
34-0 win.

The host Bulldogs re-
ceived the opening kick but
fumbled on four straight
plays for a turnover on
downs.

Keylan Gregory ran three
straight times to start the first
Central possession, earning a
first down before having a 40-
yard touchdown called back
for a penalty. Briar Weatherly
earned another first down,
then Gregory broke multiple
tackles for a 26-yard touch-
down. A high snap doomed
the two-point conversion,
and the Tigers led 6-0 half-
way through the first frame.

Gleason began their
second drive at their 43.
Liam Williams ran for
seven yards, then Landon
Aeschbacher gained four
for a first down. Quarter-
back Jase Dilday kept for
a short gain, then a false
start backed the Bulldogs
up. Williams was stopped
for no gain as the first quar-
ter ended. Dilday started
the second quarter with
a keeper for a short gain,
then came up short on a
fourth-down scramble.

Taking over near mid-
field, Weatherly had a big
gain negated by a penal-
ty. Gregory then took it 42
yards and followed with a

TR

Tiger Keylan Gregory runs for one of his four touch-
downs in Central’s win. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

17-yard touchdown. Anoth-
er two-point try failed due
to a high snap, and Central
led 12-0 with 5:26 to play in
the second quarter.

Gleason went three-and-
out and punted.

The Tigers took over
near midfield. Weatherly
ran 55 yards for a touch-
down, but the score was
negated by a block in the
back penalty. Gregory took
the next snap 42 yards to
paydirt. The two-point try
failed, and Central led 18-0
with three minutes to play
in the half.

The Bulldogs quickly
faced a fourth-and-one,
but Aeschbacher convert-
ed. Dilday threw under
pressure, and the ball was
tipped to Tiger Scotty Whit-
tenburg for an interception.

Taking over with nine
seconds on the clock, Greg-
ory took the first snap 70
yards to score. Weatherly
threw to Skylar Jourdan for
two points, and Central led
26-0 at the half.

Gleason began the sec-
ond half with a successful
onside kick. Aeschbacher
ran twice for a first down,
then Williams gained five
on back-to-back carries.
Dilday kept for a short gain
to bring up fourth-and-four,
and Williams moved the
chains. The drive stalled
there, and the Bulldogs
turned it over on downs at
the Tiger 23.

Central earned a first
down as the third quarter
ended, and Jourdan start-
ed the final frame with a
50-yard touchdown run.
Weatherly kept for two
points, and the Tigers led
34-0.

Gleason started the ensu-
ing drive near midfield with
a 31-yard run by Williams.
Albe Collins ran for four,
then Dilday had two carries
for a first-and-goal at the 9.
Two plays later, a fumble
was recovered by Central
at the 7.

The Tigers ran four plays
before time expired.
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Gleason Mayor Charles Anderson recently presented
Gleason School Principal Lee Lawrence with a “Yard
of the Month” sign. Photo courtesy Gleason School

Gleason School is
Yard of the Month

Gleason School is the
City of Gleason’s August
Yard of the Month.
Gleason Mayor Charles
Anderson presented the
award to Principal Lee
Lawrence recently in
recognition of the many
community and school
initiatives to maintain
and improve the school
property.

Gleason School
has completed many
improvement projects
over the summer including
the excavation and
addition of a new sidewalk
on Championship Drive,
installation of a half
basketball court on
the school playground,
elimination of a harsh
speed bump at the gym
entrance, installation
of new “orange and
black” parking bumpers
and parking stripes on
Championship Drive,
landscape improvements
including shrub and tree

trimming, and front door
security decals.

These improvements
are keeping our school
heritage strong for the
future,” the City of Gleason
said. “Please drive by or
visit to see for yourself
what grassroots in Gleason
efforts can accomplish.”

Gleason School thanked
its many community
partners who helped
make the school’s
improvements possible.
All who contribute to
the Gleason Downtown
Projects fund, which helps
to complete the school’s
ongoing renovation
projects, will have their
names emblazoned on
sponsorship signage
at Gleason School.
Interested sponsors are
encouraged to speak with
Luke Hughes at the Bank
of Gleason, Mayor Charles
Anderson at Gleason City
Hall or Lee Lawrence at
Gleason School.

State of Tennessee

TYPE: Office space

Estimated Size:
Usable SF;

vestibules.

TERM: Five (5) Years

TR# 25-01-902

Department of Human Services

LOCATION: Located in Carroll County, TN

8,200 - 9,100
Rentable SF: 9,100 - 12,402

“Usable” SF does NOT include restrooms,

mechanical rooms, janitorial closets, or

Parking: Free, paved, lit, and striped
parking for approximately 78 vehicles

PROPOSAL DEADLINE: 2:00 pm Central
time on Tuesday, September 1, 2026.

Any proposals received after this time will
NOT be considered.

Contact: (615) 961-0067
LPR.coordinator@tn.gg

You may review specific requirements
and obtain the LPR at: www.tnlpr.gov

Reference project number (TR#) above.
The State reserves the unqualified right to
reject any and all proposals.

the price of a cup of coffee.

Call 731.352.3323

Without newspapers, where would you search
to find the information on this page?

Newspapers bring a wealth of information together. We do the
legwork to keep you informed. All at a great low rate, less than

YBANNER

PEOPLE

Left, Virginia Parrish was the oldest female at 98 years. Center, Clark Brown was the oldest male at 83. Right,
Married the Longest - Bob and Phyllis Wendt of Atwood at 66 years. Photos by Joel Washburn/The Banner.

Senior Day at the Carroll County Fair

HUNTINGDON (August
13) — The Carroll Coun-
ty Civic Center was the
place for senior citizens
on Thursday during the
annual Senior Citizen Day.
The Center was filled with
senior citizens throughout
the county, some of whom
competed in contests and
earned a small token for
their winnings and the
gratitude of the large au-
dience of their age-related
peers.

The event attracted ven-
dors who provide services
to senior citizens. Phipps
Pharmacy provided lunch
for attendees.

Contests included the
oldest man and woman,
couple married the longest
and shortest, contests to
select the king and queen
as determined by a panel
of three judges, the pret-
tiest legs and the ugliest

legs.

The Senior Citizen
Queen was Debbie Hart-
man with Callie Patterson
as first runner-up, Peggy
Work as second runner-up
and Janice White as third
runner-up.

The Senior Citizen King
was Skip Bessette. Clark
Brown was first runner-up,
Charles Garner was second
runner-up and Jay Barnett
was third runner-up.

Ugliest Legs winner was
Clark Brown, with Rebecca
O’Dell as first runner-up
and David Powers as sec-
ond runner-up.

Virginia Parrish was the
oldest female at 98. Clark
Brown was the oldest man
at 83.

Lynn Woods was judged
to have the prettiest legs
with Debbie Hartman
and Janice White was
runners-up.

The Carroll County Senior Queen Debbie Hartman
with Senior King Skip Bessette. Photo by Joel Wash-

burn/The Banner

Bob and Phyllis Wendt
of Atwood were married
the longest at 66 years.

Darus and Ida Johnson of
Huntingdon were married
the shortest at seven years.

Huntingdon Native Helps Navy Force Stay Mission-Ready

SILVERDALE, Wash.
— Petty Officer 1st Class
Benjamin Colvett, a na-
tive of Huntingdon, Tenn.,
serves in the U.S. Navy
assigned to Trident Refit
Facility Bangor (TRFB) at
Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor,
Wash., the homeport of
West Coast ballistic-mis-
sile and guided-missile
submarines.

Colvett graduated from
Huntingdon High School
in 2019. He said the skills
and values needed to
succeed in the Navy are
similar to those found in
Huntingdon.

“The lessons I've learned
that I have carried with me
are the importance of hard
work and always doing
the best job I can,” Colvett
said. “I grew up with a me-
chanic as a father, and he
always put in hard work
at his job. He passed his
knowledge to me and gave
me a lot of hands-on me-
chanical experience. This

allowed me to excel in my
job here in the Navy.

Colvett joined the Navy
six years ago and now
serves as a machinist’s
mate (non-nuclear, sub-
marine auxiliary).

“I joined the Navy
to get out and see what
else was out there in
the world,” Colvett said.
Submarine support com-
mands, like Strategic
Weapons Facility Pacific
(SWFPAC) and TRFB, help
ensure the Navy’s Pacific
Submarine Force is pre-
pared for its missions.

SWFPAC, established
in 1964, supports the na-
tion’s sea-based nuclear
deterrence program and
deploys Trident II D5 mis-
siles aboard the fleet’s bal-
listic-missile submarines.
Marine Corps Security
Forces Battalion Bangor
works with SWFPAC to
provide security for stra-
tegic assets.

Established in 1981 as
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Petty Officer 1st Class
Benjamin Colvett

the primary maintenance
facility for Pacific ballis-
tic-missile submarines,
TRFB is responsible for
repairing, overhauling
and modernizing sub-
marines during refits for
the Ohio-class and future
Columbia-class.

The Navy’s submarine
force operates three ba-
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sic types of submarines:
fast-attack submarines,
ballistic-missile subma-
rines and guided-missile
submarines.

Ballistic-missile sub-
marines, often referred
to as “boomers,” provide
a platform for subma-
rine-launched ballistic
missiles. The Colum-
bia-class ballistic-missile
submarine will eventually
replace the current Ohio-
class submarines.

The Pacific Submarine
Force provides strategic
deterrence, anti-subma-
rine warfare, anti-surface
warfare, precision land
strike, intelligence, sur-
veillance, reconnaissance,
early warning and spe-
cial warfare capabilities
around the globe.

With 90% of global com-
merce traveling by sea and
access to the internet re-
lying on the security of
undersea fiber-optic ca-
bles, Navy officials em-
phasize the importance of
recruiting and retaining
personnel from commu-
nities across the country.

Colvett has had oppor-
tunities to achieve accom-
plishments during his mil-
itary service.

“My proudest accom-
plishment is receiving the
Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal,” Col-
vett said. “I got this award
for passing the diesel in-
spection on my boat and
for my assistance with
helping out other boats.
Being recognized for this
really brings me pride.”

Colvett said his service
has played an important
role in his life.

“Serving in the Navy
means everything to me,
Colvett said. “Without the
Navy, [ wouldn’t be where
I am today.”

Colvett is grateful to oth-
ers for helping make his
Navy career possible.

“I would like to thank
my parents,” Colvett said.
“Without their support, I
would not have been able
to keep the motivation to
continue my naval career
and become as successful
as I am today.”

This year, the Navy is
commemorating its contri-
bution to the nation’s de-
fense as the United States
celebrates 250 years of
independence

* Story courtesy of Mass
Communication Specialist
Seaman Diamond Kyles,
Navy Office of Community
Outreach.
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