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HUNTINGDON (Febru-
ary 26) — A Monday after-
noon shooting at Hillcourt 
Apartments in Huntingdon 
caused lockdowns at mul-
tiple locations in Carroll 
County. According to the 
Huntingdon Police Depart-
ment, Kentrel Siner, age 25 
of Savannah, Tennessee, 
along with another individ-
ual, presumably a female, 
were in the apartment of 
the victim. At some point, 
the conversation turned 
h e a t e d  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e 
shooter firing a round into 
the foot of the victim. 

Siner fled the scene, ul-
timately abandoning his 
vehicle. It was not clear 
press time as to where the 
vehicle was located but 
McKenzie Schools were 
placed on a soft lockdown. 
McKenzie’s soft lockdown 
was lifted before 2 p.m. 
Huntingdon Schools were 
not placed on lockdown as 
some speculated.

At approximately 3 p.m. 
the manhunt led Hunting-
don Police, along with the 
Carroll County Sheriff ’s 

Voters in Carroll County 
and the remainder of Ten-
nessee vote on Super Tues-
day, March 5 in the Presi-
dential Preference Primary.

Voters will report to their 
respective local precincts for 
the March 5 primary. For the 
first time in Carroll County, 
voters will use paper ballots 
when casting their votes.  
Election day hours are 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Precincts in Car-
roll County include: Lavinia, 
Trezevant, McLemoresville, 
Cedar Grove, Clarksburg, 
Recycling Center (Mixie), 
Civic Center, Huntingdon 
Police Station, Hollow Rock 
Fire Department, Atwood, 
McKenzie Senior Citizens, 

BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON — The deadline 
to pay Carroll County property 
taxes is Thursday, February 29 - 
Leap Day.

Paula Bolen, trustee, said property 
owners can pay their taxes in per-
son or online through February 29. 
Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
the Carroll County Office Complex, 
High Street, Huntingdon. Acceptable 
payment is through cash, check, or 
debit or credit card. Use of a card 
adds a 2.5 percent fee. Mailed pay-
ments with a postmark of February 
29 or sooner is acceptable without 
incurring a late fee.

A McKenzie man with an 
extensive criminal history is 
facing multiple drug charges 
after a traffic stop in Glea-
son leads to the discovery of 
multiple prescription drugs 
inside of the car he was trav-
eling in.

According to a report 
from the Gleason Police 
Department, on Feb. 18 at 
around 1:40 a.m., Officer 
Alex Sherwood conducted 
a traffic stop on a vehicle for 
failing to maintain lane of 
travel near the intersection 
of Hwy. 22 and Hwy. 190 in 
Gleason.

UNION CITY (February 
20) — The Tennessee De-
partment of Transporta-
tion (TDOT) opened the 
mainline of SR 690 (future 
I-69) in Obion County on 
Wednesday, February 21. 
Crews were there Wednes-
day morning to make the 
transition from the then 
current roadway to the new 
roadway direction.

The section from west 
of SR 21 to south of SR 5 
in Obion County has taken 
multiple projects over a de-
cade and an investment of 
over $220 million.

BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (February 21) 
— Huntingdon High School stu-
dents will change their academic 
schedule next year as a new five-
class school day goes into effect.
The Huntingdon Board of Education 
unanimously approved the new five-
block day after HHS Principal Porsche 
McClerking and Guidance Counselor 
Tracy Connell explained the benefits 
of more class times and offerings.
Director of Schools Dr. Jonathan Kee 
endorsed the new schedule, saying 
it adds more opportunities for stu-
dents in elective courses and aca-
demic courses that the state will fund.
Presently the school has four class-
es each semester, including home-
room at 7:55 to 8:05; Block 1, 8:10 

INSIDE

Leap Day Birthday Has Its 
Challenges, Page 2

McKenzie High School 
Banquet Honors 2023 
Football, Page 10

OBITUARIES

Lottie Adkisson, 104
Cailey Garner Bonar, 26
Larry David Burke, 49
Betty Ann Burrow, 70
Annell Parker Felts, 87
Brenda Lee Fuzzell, 55
Agnis Christian Green, 92
Sandra Stokes, 79
Evita Totty, 43
Noble Wiggins, Jr., 96

QUOTE

"Change will not come if 
we wait for some other 

person or some other time. 
We are the ones we've been 

waiting for. We are the 
change that we seek."

— Barack Obama
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Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD
NICKY JOE

130773 • PRICE REDUCED! Location, view, 4 BR, in-ground pool, two-car garage, two-car detached garage, 
brick home that has it all! So many features with this beautiful property. Hardwood fl oors, 10’ ceilings, sunroom, 
2 gas fi replaces, detached garage has a half BA so your wet friends can stay out of the house, 1.7 acres +/- with 
completely fenced backyard. Don’t miss this one! $399,000

REDUCEDREDUCED

See SHOOTER on Page 2

Active Shooter Causes 
Lockdowns in County

See ELECTION on Page 3

Election is 
Tuesday

Brittany Gowan pays her taxes to Lisa Wheat, a clerk in the office 
of Trustee. Photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner

Taxes Due on Leap Day

See TAXES on Page 3

CARROLL COUNTY

See TRAFFIC on Page 3

Traffic Stop in 
Gleason Leads 
To McKenzie 
Man’s Arrest

See I-69 on Page 2

Future 
Interstate 
69 in Union 
City Opens

Porsche McClerking, HHS Principal, and Tracy Connell, HHS 
Guidance Counselor, discuss the new five-block schedule for the 
2024-25 school year. Photo by Joel Washburn/The BannerSee HHS on Page 3

Huntingdon High to Change 
Block Scheduling for '24-'25
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14995 HIGHLAND DR.14995 HIGHLAND DR.
MCKENZIE, TN 38201MCKENZIE, TN 38201

(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)

731-393-0091731-393-0091

Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair

Belt, Hose Replacement

Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!

CALL 731.352.3323

The Banner is a tri-county fo-
cused newspaper reaching thou-
sands every week. Time to ditch 
the elaborate measures and get 
more bang for your buck with 
newspaper advertising.

FEEL LIKE YOU’VE 
TRIED EVERYTHING 
TO GET NOTICED?

 Celebrating 
BLACK 

HISTORY

INSIDE THIS EDITION

HILLCOURT APARTMENTS

Huntingdon Police officers were at the scene of 
a shooting at the Hillcourt Apartments. Photo by 
Jason Martin/The Banner
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BY SANDY ADAMS
Growing up, I had a love/

hate relationship with my 
birthday, of all things. From 
the minute I  was born, 
12:40 a.m. to be exact.  I 
was robbed of something 
every other person takes 
for granted: their birth date.

You see, I was born on 
February 29, officially re-
ferred to as “leap day.”

Growing up in McKenzie, 
my birthday was an oddi-
ty. Kids preferred to blend 
in, and I was no exception, 
but my birth date always 
sparked discussions. As a 
young child, it confused 
me. My brother and sister 
were both born in Decem-
ber, yet I was born on a 
non-existent date. I didn’t 
understand why I had to 
have the “missing” birthday. 
Thankfully, an older lady 
in town shared my same 
predicament and called me 
every year without fail to 
wish me a happy birthday.

As I grew up, my birthday 
would cause moments of 
bewilderment from peo-
ple who somehow never 
noticed February 29 only 
appears on the calendar 
every four years. And their 
ignorance confused me. 
Then there were the ques-
tions. Without fail, I would 
be asked, “So when do you 
celebrate your birthday?” 
Everyone wanted to “des-
ignate” a proper day for me 
and still does. Honestly, this 
has always been annoying. 

As an adult, I understand 
the “why,” but my think-
ing as a child was: I did 
not assign people different 
names; why did I have to 
pick another birth date? 
Yes, I get it; people want to 
know when to say happy 
birthday. I always felt I had 
to conform to what others 
wanted to “play nice.”

As I grew into adulthood, 
I took the opportunities to 
educate people on the sub-
ject ; for example, when I 
would write a check (back 
when checks existed) at the 
grocery store, the young 
clerks would be confused as 
to why my driver’s license 
birth date and expiration 
date did not match. I chose 
to use that as a teachable 
moment, to the chagrin of 
the people waiting in line.

Throughout my life un-
til 2016 when she passed, 

my mom was like my rock. 
She always made sure ev-
erything was okay, espe-
cially when it came to my 
birthday. Every calendar 
in our house had February 
29 marked on it, without 
fail, even after I moved out. 
It was her way of showing 
me that even though my 
birthday only came once 
every four years, it was re-
membered and celebrated.

These days,  I  use the 
subject of my birthday as 
a marketing tool to help 
people remember me. Yes, 
I still get those questions, 
but now I handle them a 
bit more tactfully.

Sandy Adams is a speak-
e r,  p e rs o n a l  b ra n d  a n d 
career strategist, podcast 
host, and award-winning 
photographer. A two-time 
graduate of  the Univ.  of 
Memphis, Sandy lived in 
Houston for 16 years be-
fore moving back to Tennes-
see in 2020. She currently 
serves as the official pho-
tographer for the American 
Heart Association’s Mem-
phis Women of Impact and 
has been a volunteer for 24 
years. Sandy’s also the host 
of the 5th Quarter Podcast, 
where she shares stories of 
retired athletes’ career tran-
sitions. Additionally, she’s 
the current VP for the Mem-
phis Rebounders, the offi-
cial booster of the Univ. of 
Memphis Men’s Basketball.

Learn more about Sandy 
at sandy-adams.com.

Leap Day Birthday Has Its Challenges

Sandy Adams

McKENZIE (February 
24) — The Bethel Wildcats 
returned to action Saturday 
and continued their winning 
ways with a doubleheader 
sweep of visiting University 
of Michigan-Dearborn. The 
Cats won 16-3 and 7-1. 

Game one was career win 
No. 400 for Coach Rusty 
Thompson. 

Big innings defined the 
day in both victories. An 
eight run first inning in game 
one and a seven run fifth 
in game two were keys for 
the Cats. 

Along with nine hits for 

Bethel, Dearborn committed 
five errors to aid the Wildcat 
cause.

Hot bats in the game driv-
ing in runs included:  Jared 
Hall, Juan Diego Ramos, Ivan 
Vega, Noah Foster (2), Zack 
Griffith (3), Adriel Vega (3), 
Cade Pilkinton

Pilkinton’s RBI was a re-
sult of a homer. 

Tyler Proctor picked up 
the win. 

Game Two: 
Ramos, Griffith (2), Noah 

Hawkins, Rivers Moffatt (3) 
drove in runs in game two. 

The Wildcats drew 11 

walks in the game, giving 
them 19 in the two games. 

Luke Boswell went the 
distance allowing just five 
hits in the victory. 

The squads play a double-
header on Sunday beginning 
at noon. 

The Wildcats moved to 
12-2 on the season and 12-1 
at home. 

The Wolverines are 1-4 on 
the year. 

Sharing the 400th win 
with Coach Thompson was 
his brother Nick, who had 
been alongside as an assis-
tant coach. 

Coach Rusty Thompson 
Reaches 400th Career Win

BETHEL BASEBALL

The Milan Lions Club is 
hosting the annual ‘Sight 
Bowl’  this Friday night 
between the Bulldogs of 
MHS and the defending 
Class 1A state runners-up, 
t h e  M c Ke n z i e  R e b e l s . 
The scrimmage game is 
at Johnnie Hale Stadium, 
Milan at 5 p.m. 

This year marks the 11th 

anniversary for the game, 
that has raised over $10,000 
to purchase prescription eye 
glasses for the less fortunate 
in the 38358 area code.

Following the game, the 
Lions Club will serve meals 
to each member of both 
teams. 

Admission is $5 per in-
dividual or $10 for a family 

unit. Donations to the Vi-
sion Care program will also 
be accepted.

Concessions will also be 
available for fans attending 
the game, which conclude 
spring workouts for the 
Bulldogs. 

TSSAA allows each school 
10 practice sessions and one 
scrimmage each spring.

Milan, McKenzie Football to 
Participate in ‘Sight Bowl’, Friday

The US 51 interchange 
with US 45 in Tennessee, 
stretching into Kentucky, 
is identified for funding 
in TDOT’s 10-Year Project 
Plan,  with construction 
scheduled in Fiscal Year 
2028. Once completed, fu-
ture I-69 in Tennessee will 
be connected to future I-69 
in Kentucky.

From your desktop or 
mobile device, get the lat-
est construction activity 
and live streaming Smart-
Wa y  t ra f f i c  c a m e ra s  a t 
www.TNSmartWay.com/
Traffic. Travelers can also 
dial 511 for travel informa-
tion, or follow us on Twit-
ter at https://twitter.com/
my T D O T  f o r  s t a t e w i d e 
travel or West Tennessee 
follow https://twitter.com/
NicLawrenceTDOT.

As always, drivers are re-
minded to use all motorist 
information tools wisely 

and Know Before You Go! 
by checking travel  con-
ditions before leaving for 
your destination. Drivers 
should never tweet, text, or 
talk on a cell phone while 
behind the wheel.

I-69 is an integral part of 
High Priority Corridor 18 
across mid-America. Corri-
dor 18 originated with the 
Intermodal Surface Trans-
portation Efficiency Act of 
1991 (ISTEA), where the 
U.S. Congress designated 
certain highway corridors 
of national significance to 
be included in the Nation-
al Highway System. I-69 
currently exists from the 
Michigan/Canada border 
to the northeast side of In-
dianapolis, Indiana. Con-
gress passed legislation to 
extend the corridor from 
Indianapolis to the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley. 

The proposed route has 
been divided into multiple 
segments, three of which 
impact the state of Ten-
nessee.

· Segment 7 (Fulton, KY 
to Dyersburg, TN).

· Segment 8 (Dyersburg, 
TN to Millington, TN).

· Segment 9 (Millington, 
TN to Hernando, MS).

I-69
...From Front Page

The City of McKenzie is seeking bids to repair/replace roofi ng on 
fl at roof of McKenzie Water Plant offi ce building, 237 Bruce Street, 
McKenzie, TN 38201. Contact Water Superintendent Earnest Umstead 
at 731-415-4860.

The work involved with the project shall include, but may not be limited 
to, the furnishing of all labor, materials, tools, equipment, machinery, 
superintendence and services necessary to complete in place 
construction of the project. Certifi cate of Insurance required.

Sealed bids are due by 1 p.m. on Thursday, March 7, 2024, to the City of 
McKenzie Water Dept. – 2470 Cedar St., McKenzie, TN 38201.

No person seeking to do business with the City of McKenzie shall on the 
grounds of race, color or national origin be excluded from participation 
in, be denied the benefi ts, of, or be subject to discrimination under any 
program or activity receiving federal fi nancial assistance.

SEEKING BIDS
CITY OF McKENZIE

A1/9-2

Office and the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol to evacuate 
the Walmart Supercenter lo-
cated at 180 Veterans Drive in 
Huntingdon. 

It was believed Siner had 
been seen at the Walmart lo-
cation. Following the search, 
the facility was reopened 
within half  an hour of its 
initial evacuation.

The suspect was later ap-
prehended by law enforce-
ment in Hardin County. At 
press time, there was still 
much speculation on the 
actual events leading up to 
the altercation as Hunting-
don Police Department was 
working on the official re-
port. This is considered an 
active investigation.

Shooter
...From Front Page

The Hillcourt apartment where an individual was shot in the foot leading to 
an active shooter search in Carroll County. Photo by Jason Martin/The Banner

A resident of Hillcourt Apartments speaks with 
an officer in the Huntingdon Police Department. 
Photo by Jason Martin/The Banner

MARTIN (February 6) — 
Ryan Griffin, Nina Smothers 
and LaShonda Williams, all 
of Carroll County, are par-
ticipating in the University 
of Tennessee at Martin West-
Star Leadership Program 
Class of 2024.

RYAN GRIFFIN
Griffin is the mayor of the 

City of McKenzie. He is the 
data specialist for the execu-
tive vice president of Bethel 
University and is on the ACT 
II Committee for the City of 
McKenzie. He also serves as 
a Bethel University Student 
Government Association 
advisor.

NINA SMOTHERS
Smothers is the mayor 

for the city of Huntingdon. 
She has served on the UT 
Alumni Association of Car-
roll County, the Huntingdon 
Business and Professional 
Women’s Club, Tennessee 
Board of Pharmacy and 

was an officer in the Ten-
nessee Society of Health 
System Pharmacists. She is 
a Leadership Carroll County 
graduate. She received the 
2002 Distinguished Service 
Award given by Baptist Car-
roll County, 1981 Woman 
of the Year by Huntingdon 
Business and Professional 
Women, 2016 Pharmacist 
of the Year by Tennessee 
Pharmacists Association and 
1996 Innovative Pharma-
cy Practice by Tennessee 
Society of Health System 
Pharmacists.

LaSHONDA WILLIAMS
Williams is the owner 

of Lakeway Nutrition. She 
serves as board chairman of 
the McKenzie Special School 
District, is a Henry County 
Chamber Board member, 
West Tennessee PBS Board 
member and Miss Tennes-
see Volunteer Pageant Board 
member and judges chair-

person. She has served as 
Northwest Tennessee Head 
Start vice chair and chair-
person, McKenzie Middle 
School Parent Advisory pres-
ident and Community Pre-K 
Advisory Council member. 
She is a Leadership Henry 
County graduate. She has 
been the recipient of Small 
Business of the Year, recog-
nized in the media for Black 
History Month.

Participants attend ses-
sions held throughout June 
focusing on economic de-
velopment, public policy, 
education, and technology. 
The program equips region-
al leaders with new skills 
and knowledge designed 
to impact the educational, 
economic and social devel-
opment of West Tennessee. 
For more information about 
the WestStar Leadership 
Program, contact Virginia 
Grimes, assistant director, at 
731-881-7787.

Ryan GriffinNina SmothersLaShonda Williams

Three Countians Participate 
In WestStar Leadership

McKENZIE (February 
26) — Bethel University an-
nounces the winners of the 
Hendrix Scholarship Com-
petition. After a rigorous 
selection process, Jayden 
Hendricks from Cottontown, 
Tenn., and Lauryn Russell 
from Paris,  Tenn. have 
emerged as the recipients 
of this esteemed scholarship. 

The Hendrix Scholarship 
Competition, an annual 
two-day event held during 
the spring semester, attracts 
high-achieving high school 
seniors from across the re-
gion. Participants undergo 
a series of assessments, in-
cluding an essay, academic 
exam, and interview. The 
competition is designed to 
recognize and reward excep-
tional academic and extra-
curricular achievements, as 
well as leadership potential. 

Jayden Hendricks, son of 
Derek and Catherine Hen-
dricks, and a student at 
White House High School, 
emerged victorious as the 
winner of the competition. 
Jayden plans to major in 
Music Education and will 
participate in Renaissance 
Theatre. He is an active 
member of Temple Baptist 
Church and has demonstrat-

ed outstanding academic 
excellence and commitment 
to his community. 

The runner-up position 
was awarded to Lauryn Rus-
sell, daughter of Ralph and 
Patsy Russell, from Henry 
Co. High School in Paris. 
Lauryn, who will major in 
Mathematics and partici-
pate in Renaissance Vocal, 
has shown exemplary ded-
ication to her studies and 
extracurricular activities. 
She is an active Tennessee 
Valley Community Church 
member and looks forward 
to joining the Bethel com-
munity. 

“We congratulate Jayden 
Hendricks and Lauryn Rus-
sell on their outstanding 
achievements and selection 

as recipients of the Hen-
drix Scholarship,” said Dr. 
Bob Watkins, president of 
Bethel University. “We are 
thrilled to welcome them 
to our community and look 
forward to supporting their 
academic journeys.” 

Both Jayden and Lauryn 
have been awarded signifi-
cant scholarship packages, 
with Jayden receiving full tu-
ition, room, and board, and 
Lauryn receiving full tuition. 
To maintain their scholar-
ships, they must maintain 
a minimum GPA of 3.6. Ad-
ditionally, all participants 
in the competition will be 
considered for other aca-
demic scholarships offered 
by Bethel University. 

Jayden Hendricks Lauryn Russell

Winners Announced for the 2024 Hendrix 
Scholarship Competition at Bethel University
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to 9:25; Block 2, 9:30 a.m. to 
10:45; Mustang Prep, 10:50-
11:30 a.m.; Block 3/Lunch 
11:35 a.m. to 1:25 p.m.; and 
Block 4, 1:30 to 2:45 p.m.
The new schedule for 2024-
25 starts five minutes early 
in the morning with home-
room 7:50 to 8 a.m.; Block 
1, 8:04 a.m. to 9:14; Block 2, 
9:18 to 10:28 a.m.; Block 3, 
10:32 a.m. to 11:42; Block 
4/Lunch, 11:46 a.m. to 1:31 
p.m.; and Block 5, 1:35 p.m. 
to 2:45. The five classes av-
erage 70 minutes each.
The new scheduling al-
lows students to earn up 
to 40 credits instead of the 
current maximum of 32.
A d d i t i o n a l  w o r k- b a s e d 
opportunities are avail-
able in the curriculum.
The new schedule allows for 
more flexibility in schedul-
ing for students, especially 
those in band and athletics.
Additional state funding is 
possible because of the ad-
dition of additional career/

technical education and 
work-based courses. Dr. Kee 
said the school system could 
financially assist teachers in 
pursuing additional endorse-
ments in other curricula. 
Connell said more seniors 
can graduate at mid-year be-
cause they can earn more 
credits each year of their high 
school career. In the school 
year 2022-23, 17 graduat-
ed early, and in 2023-24, 
12 graduated at mid-year.
Students enrolled in Ten-
nessee College of Applied 
Technology courses will have 
more time to fulfill the time 
requirements for a certifi-
cate in those new courses.
Another planned offering 
is the addition of the Jobs 
for American Graduates 
Program (JAGTN) to better 
prepare students for inter-
views and the workplace. 
Other possible classes includ-
ed: Agriculture Fabrication, 
Veterinary Services, Reha-
bilitation Careers, Nutrition/
Dietetics, Bio-Stem, Coding, 

Principles of Engineering, 
Audio/Visual Production, 
Business Economics, ACT 
Prep, and American Business 
Legal Systems.

In other business, Dr. Kee 
updated board members con-
cerning the construction at 
the three campuses.

N e w  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f 
the Huntingdon Primary 
School’s new cafeteria and 
classrooms is progressing, 
and outdoor pavilions and 
a concrete outdoor area for 
the high school will soon be 
constructed at Huntingdon 
Primary and Middle School. 
The former concession area 
at Paul Ward Stadium was 
razed to make way for a 
new storage area for athlet-
ic equipment. In addition to 
football, the stadium is used 
for many athletic events, 
including football, soccer, 
and track and field. Those 
sports require specialized 
equipment that needs a stor-
age area.

Taxes become payable on 
October 1 until the final day 
of February.  The county 
adds a late fee for past due 
accounts.

Bolen said taxpayers can 
also register for a systematic, 

monthly payment through 
their checking account. The 
payments start in March 
each year. Approximately 
500 taxpayers use that ser-
vice.

There are approximately 
22,000 registered land par-
cels in the county and ap-
proximately 70 percent of 
the taxpayers have already 
submitted their payments.

Taxes
...From Front Page

S h e r w o o d  s a i d  t h a t 
he obser ved the vehicle 
“drift over the lane divid-
er stripes straddling the 
lines two different times 
before correcting back into 
the original lane of travel, 
which was the left lane.”

After initiating at traf-
fic stop, Sherwood made 
contact with the driver, 
Kevin Goodrum, of McK-
enzie. The vehicle was also 
occupied by Kevin’s son, 
identified as Andrew Go-
odrum, who was the front 
passenger. The report says 
that when Sherwood ap-
proached the vehicle, he 
“immediately detected an 
odor of marijuana emit-
ting from the interior of the 
vehicle.”

Sherwood said that An-
drew admitted to having 
some marijuana cigarettes 
inside a plastic baggy lo-
cated on the front passen-
ger f loorboard.  Officers 
searched the vehicle and 
found a small, clear plastic 
baggy containing four mar-
ijuana cigarettes weigh-
ing approximately 4 grams 
total.

Sherwood said in the re-
port that upon searching 
the driver, officers located 
inside of Kevin’s front right 
pants pocket a small, clear 
plastic baggy containing 21 
different pills. “These were 
later identified as being (3 
1/2) Suboxone (Buprenor-
phine/Naloxone) SCH 3 
controlled substance, (13) 
Hydrocodone tablets SCH 
2 controlled substance, and 
(5) Gabapentin which are 
a legend drug,” the report 

stated. “Kevin was placed 
under arrest for the posses-
sion of the pills and trans-
ported to Weakley County 
Jail. Andrew was issued a 
citation into General Ses-
sions Court for Simple Pos-
session with a court date of  
March 4 at 2 p.m. The vehi-
cle was released to Andrew 
per Kevin’s request.

When officers arrived to 
the jail, Kevin advised that 
he had more contraband 
on his person that wasn’t 
found. A plastic baggy con-
taining approximately four 
grams of marijuana was 
concealed on his person.

“After Kevin exited the 
right rear seat of the patrol 
unit,  I  obser ved numer-
ous pieces of clear, rock-
like substance on the seat 
where he was sitting during 
transport,” Sherwood said 
in the report. “I also ob-
served a small, plastic bag-
gy on the floorboard, where 
he was sitting,  that had 
obviously been tampered 
with. I field tested the sub-
stance and it showed posi-
tive for Methamphetamine.

“I collected what I could 
for evidence. Kevin advised 
that he had started to eat it, 
but the taste was so bad he 
couldn’t go through with 
it.  I asked him if he had 
consumed any and he ad-
vised no.”

Sh e r w o o d  sa i d  Ke v i n 
was additionally charged 
with the Tampering of Ev-
idence and Possession of 
Schedule VI as well as the 
pill-related charges. The 
pills, marijuana, and sus-
pected meth will be sent 
to the TBI Lab for testing.

T h e  s u s p e c t ,  K e v i n 
Goodlum’s extensive crim-
inal history dates back over 
20 years, starting in 2002.

Traffic
...From Front Page

HHS
...From Front Page

WHEREAS, Roberta Holt executed a Deed of Trust to Robert M. Wilson, 
Jr., Trustee for the benefi t of Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., on October 17, 2005 
and recorded on October 24, 2005 in Book R1885, Page 718, Instrument 
No. 05016366, and modifi ed by Loan Modifi cation and Partial Release 
recorded on February 26, 2007, in Book R1969, Page 856, Instrument 
No. 07003091 in the Offi ce of the Register of Maury County, Tennessee. 

WHEREAS, default having been made in the payment of the debt(s) and 
obligation(s) thereby secured by the said Deed of Trust and the current 
holder of said Deed of Trust Nationstar Mortgage LLC (the “Holder”), 
appointed the undersigned, McMichael Taylor Gray, LLC, as Substitute 
Trustee, with all the rights, powers and privileges of the original Trustee 
named in said Deed of Trust; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the entire indebtedness 
has been declared due and payable as provided in said Deed of Trust 
by the Holder, and that as agent for the undersigned, McMichael Taylor 
Gray LLC, Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the power and authority vested 
in it, will on March 20, 2024, at 11:00 AM at 1 Public Square , Columbia, 
TN 38401 at the Maury County Courthouse, Tennessee, proceed to sell 
at public outcry to the highest and best bidder for cash, the following 
described property situated in Maury County, TN: 

Located in the Seventh (7th) Civil District of Maury County, Tennessee 
on Gibson Hollow Road 1.3 miles from the intersection of Gibson Hollow 
Road with State Route 166. Also Northeast of the City of Mt. Pleasant, 
Tennessee and in the watershed of Gibson Hollow as shown on the 
TVA topographical map Mt. Pleasant, Tenn. (TVA 57-SW) and more 
particularly described as follows:

Beginning at an iron pipe set on the East side of Gibson Hollow 
Road between a fence and driveway to a residence at 1568 Gibson 
Hollow Road, Mt. Pleasant, TN; thence South 83 degrees, 37 minutes 
West for a distance of 30.80 feet with the remaining lands of Thomas 
Loyd Craft and Mary Gray Craft, Deed Book 575, page 375, Register’s 
Offi ce of Maury County, Tennessee, Tax Map 128, Parcel 9, to a point in 
the centerline of Gibson Hollow Road and the Southwest corner of the 
lands being described; thence with the centerline of Gibson Hollow Road 
the following calls and distances, North 27 degrees, 21 minutes East 
for a distance of 103.69 feet, North 21 degrees, 41 minutes East for a 
distance of 75.94 feet, North 15 degrees, 35 minutes East for a distance 
of 55.51 feet, North 3 degrees, 42 minutes East for a distance of 68.48 
feet, North 3 degrees, 55 minutes West for a distance of 50.57 feet, 
North 12 degrees, 4 minutes West for a distance of 107.98 feet, North 
20 degrees, 4 minutes West for a distance of 95.62 feet to the Northwest 
corner of the lands being described; thence leaving the centerline of 
Gibson Hollow Road and with the remaining lands of Craft South 76 
degrees, 57 minutes East passing iron pipes at 35.93 feet and at 218.88 
feet, in all a distance of 352.04 feet to an iron pipe, North 77 degrees, 42 
minutes, 50 seconds East for a distance of 189.07 feet to an iron pipe 
set above a spring, South 45 degrees, 40 minutes, 40 seconds East for 
a distance of 64.55 feet to an iron pipe, South 32 degrees, 13 minutes, 
30 seconds West passing a spring branch, for a distance of 83.69 feet 
to an iron pipe, South 26 degrees, 31 minutes, 20 seconds West passing 
an iron pipe at 166.81 feet, in all a distance of 551.92 feet to an 18” Oak 
tree; thence North 59 degrees, 23 minutes, 40 seconds West passing 
an iron pipe at 1.97 feet, in all a distance of 254.95 feet to an iron pipe 
near a fence corner, South 83 degrees, 37 minutes West a distance of 
69.36 feet to the point of beginning and containing 5.1 acres, as shown 
on survey dated September 29, 2005, by Adkins Engineering, 606 South 
James Campbell Blvd., Columbia, TN 38401. Easements exist for one-
half of Gibson Hollow Road, local service power and telephone lines and 
a 4” water line belonging to the Maury County Water System as shown 
on survey drawing C-6-188 by Adkins Engineering, 606 South James 
Campbell Boulevard, Columbia, TN 38401.

Being part of the same property and legal description conveyed to 
Thomas Loyd Craft and wife, Mary Gray Craft by deed of record in Book 
575, Page 375, Register’s Offi ce of Maury County, Tennessee.

Street Address: 1568 Gibson Hollow Rd, Mount Pleasant, Tenn. 38474
Parcel Number: 128-009.01-000
Current Owner: Connie Ray Stanton
Other Interested Party(ies): Connie Ray Stanton and Mariner Finance, LLC

If the United States or the State of Tennessee have any liens or claimed 
lien(s) on the Property, and are named herein as interested parties, timely 
notice has been given to the applicable governmental entity, and the sale 
will be subject to any applicable rights of redemption held by the entity 
as required by 26 U.S.C. § 7425 and/or Tennessee Code § 67-1-1433.

This sale is subject to all matters shown on any applicable recorded 
plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, easements, or setback 
lines that may be applicable; any statutory rights of redemption of any 
governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances 
as well as any priority created by a fi xture fi ling; any matter that an 
accurate survey of the premises might disclose; any prior liens or 
encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fi xture fi ling; any 
deed of trust; and any matter that an accurate survey of the premises 
might disclose; and

All right and equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, homestead, 
and dower are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust. The undersigned 
will sell and convey only as Substitute Trustee. The right is reserved 
to adjourn the day of the sale to another day, time, and place certain 
without further publication, upon announcement at the time and place 
for the sale set forth above. 

This property is being sold with the express reservation that the sale 
is subject to confi rmation by the lender or trustee. This sale may be 
rescinded by the Substitute Trustee at any time. 

This offi ce is attempting to collect a debt. Any information obtained will 
be used for that purpose. 

McMichael Taylor Gray LLC, Substitute Trustee
3550 Engineering Drive, Suite 260, Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
Offi ce: 404-474-7149   Fax: 404-745-8121
MTG File No.: TN2023-01540

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE’S FORECLOSURE SALE

A7202/9-1

WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the covenants, 
terms and conditions of a Deed of Trust dated December 17, 2012, 
executed by GENNEA WEATHERS conveying certain real property 
therein described to BOBBY M. GOODE, STATE DIRECTOR, USDA, RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT, as Trustee, as same appears of record in the Register`s 
Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee recorded December 18, 2012, in 
Deed Book 620, Page 482; and 

WHEREAS, the benefi cial interest of said Deed of Trust was last transferred 
and assigned to UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ACTING THROUGH THE 
RURAL HOUSING SERVICE OR SUCCESSOR AGENCY, UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE who is now the owner of said debt; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, having been appointed 
as Substitute Trustee by instrument to be fi led for record in the Register’s 
Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee.  

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the entire indebtedness 
has been declared due and payable, and that the undersigned, Rubin 
Lublin TN, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his duly appointed agent, by 
virtue of the power, duty and authority vested and imposed upon said 
Substitute Trustee will, on March 14, 2024 at 3 p.m. at the Front Steps 
of the Carroll County Courthouse, Huntingdon, Tennessee, proceed to 
sell at public outcry to the highest and best bidder for cash or certifi ed 
funds ONLY, the following described property situated in Carroll County, 
Tennessee, to wit:

SITUATED IN THE 11TH CIVIL DISTRICT, CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE, AS 
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT A FOUND IRON PIN AT THE BACK OF SIDEWALK 
ON NORTH MARGIN OF BENTON STREET AND CHARLES ARNOLD`S 
SOUTHEAST CORNER; THENCE SOUTH 86 DEGREES 00 MINUTES EAST 
190.3 FEET ALONG BACK OF SIDEWALK TO AN IRON PIN AT THE BACK OF 
SIDEWALK ON WEST SIDE MARGIN OF SPRING STREET; THENCE NORTH 8 
DEGREES 00 MINUTES EAST 131 FEET ALONG BACK OF SIDEWALK TO AN 
IRON PIN AT JOHNNY W. CLIFTON`S SOUTHEAST CORNER, THENCE NORTH 
85 DEGREES 20 MINUTES WEST 193.5 FEET ALONG JOHNNY CLIFTON`S 
SOUTH LINE TO AN IRON PIN ON CHARLES ARNOLD`S EAST LINE; THENCE 
SOUTH 6 DEGREES 33 MINUTES 48 SECONDS WEST 133.07 FEET ALONG 
ARNOLD`S PROPERTY TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. CONTAINING 25,304 
SQUARE FEET. FOR TITLE SEE DEED BOOK 359, PAGE 618, REGISTER`S 
OFFICE OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE.

Parcel ID: 073E-L-007.00

PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address of the property is believed 
to be 365 BENTON ST, HUNTINGDON, TN 38344. In the event of any 
discrepancy between this street address and the legal description of the 
property, the legal description shall control.  

CURRENT OWNER(S): GENNEA WEATHERS

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: 

The sale of the above-described property shall be subject to all 
matters shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive 
covenants, easements or set-back lines that may be applicable; any 
prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fi xture 
fi ling; and to any matter that an accurate survey of the premises might 
disclose. This property is being sold with the express reservation that 
it is subject to confi rmation by the lender or Substitute Trustee. This 
sale may be rescinded at any time. The right is reserved to adjourn the 
day of the sale to another day, time, and place certain without further 
publication, upon announcement at the time and place for the sale set 
forth above. All right and equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, 
homestead, and dower are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust, 
and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned will sell and 
convey only as Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold as is, where is, 
without representations or warranties of any kind, including fi tness for a 
particular use or purpose.

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute Trustee
1661 International Drive, Suite 400, Memphis, TN 38120
rlselaw.com/property-listing
Tel: (877) 813-0992   Fax: (470) 508-9401

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE’S SALE

A7202/7-3

McKENZIE SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT — February 16, 2024

The McKenzie Special School District is receiving bids for the 
following:

One (1) Hip Style outdoor canopy and picnic tables as specifi ed:

1 – 20x32x8 Hip Style shade Canopy with quick release to be 
installed over an existing concrete pad at MES

4 – 6 foot heavy-duty picnic tables, steel with powder coat

This purchase is exempt from all state, federal, and local taxes.

Sealed bids will be received by the McKenzie Special School District at 
114 Bell Avenue, McKenzie, TN 38201 by Wednesday, March 6, 2024, 
at 10 a.m., at which time the bidding will close and the bids opened.

The McKenzie Special School District Board of Education reserves 
the right to accept or reject any and/or all bid quotations.

INVITATION TO BID

A460/PO#20241107/8-2

Concord/Westport Fire 
Department,  McKenzie 
Church of Christ, McKenzie 
Farmers Market (previously 
City Hall), and Bruceton 
Fire Department.

Voters must be registered 
and have a government-is-
sued ID.
The following presidential 

candidates will be on 
Tennessee’s March 5 ballot:

Republican Primary Bal-
lot : Ryan Binkley, Chris 
Christie, Ron DeSantis, Nik-
ki Haley, Asa Hutchinson, 
Vivek Ramaswamy, David 
Stuckenberg, and Donald J. 
Trump.

Democratic Primary Bal-
lot: Joseph R. Biden.

Larr y R .  Overman is 
running for Carroll County 
School Board District 2 as 
a Republican. The other 21 
candidates for school board 
qualified as independent 
and will appear on the Au-
gust general election ballot.

Carroll County Election 
Commission has three elec-
tions this year in March, 

August and November with 
new voting equipment and 
paper ballots. The first elec-
tion is March 5, 2024 with 
the presidential preference 
primary and county primary 
election. Currently, 22 candi-
dates have qualified for 18 
school board seats through-
out the county, but only one 
school board candidate will 
appear on the March parti-
san primary ballot.

The new Hart Interciv-
ic voting equipment is de-
signed to verify the voter’s 
identity by scanning the 
barcode on the back of the 
driver’s license or by man-
ual input. A second process 
prints an on-demand ballot 
for the voter’s precinct. Once 
the voter has the paper bal-
lot, he or she marks it for the 
candidate of their choice by 
filling in the squares beside 
the candidate’s name. That 
is similar to the standard-
ized tests in school. Once 
the paper ballot is marked, 
it is placed in a scanner, the 
vote is recorded, and the 
paper ballot is closed inside 
a locked holding compart-
ment under the scanner.

Federal law required 
states and individual elec-
tion commissions to convert 

to paper ballots by 2024.
Peg Hamlett, election ad-

ministrator, said the equip-
ment cost $250,000. An ad-
ditional $50,000 was spent 
to purchase electronic poll 
books to eliminate the for-
mer paper voter registration 
records. The funds to pur-
chase the equipment were 
provided through the Help 
America Vote Act and the 
State of Tennessee.

Which states vote on 
Super Tuesday: 

Alabama, Alaska, Arkan-
sas, California, Colorado, 
Maine,  Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Tex-
as, Utah, Vermont, Virginia 
and American Samoa.

Election
...From Front Page

Peg Hamlett, administrator of elections, demonstrates the new Hart voting 
equipment. All voters will cast their choice on paper ballots. Photo by Joel 
Washburn/The Banner

Leap Day is Thursday, 
February 29, adding a day 
to February to correct the 
calendar in a four-year cycle. 

Most people know that a 
single day is about 24 hours 
long, and that there are 365 
days in a year.

But it actually takes Earth 
365.242190 days to orbit the 
sun.

Pope Gregory XIII sought 
to address that issue in the 
16th century with the Gre-
gorian Calendar,  which 
adds leap days in years di-
visible by four, unless the 
year is also divisible by 100. 
To make matters even more 
confusing, a leap day is still 
added in years divisible by 
400.

Why add the extra day in 
February? Boxer, the data 
scientist, says the Romans 
considered it an unlucky 
month. On top of that, they 
were deeply suspicious of 
odd numbers. Because Feb-
ruary only had 28 days to 
begin with, they just shoved 
it into February.

Source: NPR.

Leap Day is Thursday, February 29
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William Shakespeare’s 
line from King Henry IV, 
“Uneasy lies the head that 
wears a crown,” sums up 
the first five months as 
co-owner of Tri-County 
Publishing. Now, I’m not 
calling myself the king or 
stating we have an empire, 
that is far from the truth. 
But when you own a busi-
ness, you have to beware of 
a constant barrage of pos-
sible threats and shortfalls.

There are many nights 
Brittany and I talk about 
possible ways to beef up 
revenue or at least secure 
what’s already in place. 
Folks like to tell us newspa-
pers are dying. I will be the 
first to tell you that newspa-
pers are not dying but the 
business is being forced to 
evolve and defend itself.

Just this week, I along 
with other newspaper own-
ers were at the state capitol. 
While it was the newspa-
per industry’s “Day on the 
Hill” about 18,000 folks 
were roaming the grounds 
claiming the same. While 
the newspaper media is 
regularly pitted against one 
another fighting for adver-
tising, we were there in sol-
idarity requesting our legis-
lators to vote no on House 
Bill-2430/Senate Bill-2899.

To keep the legal jargon 
to a minimum, the bill 
would reduce a foreclosure 
notice from three weeks to 
a single publication run. 
Plus, it would add the no-
tice to be placed on the 
Secretary of State’s web-
site for an additional $100 
fee. This cuts the general 
public’s awareness of the 
foreclosure sale and hurts 
the newspaper’s revenue. 

Another point of con-
tention, banker’s lobby-
ists claim the newspaper 
postings are too high. Yet, 
according to state statute 
(08-21-1301), the cost for 
a foreclosure notice is no 
more than our published 
classified rate, so there 
is no price gouging. The 
banks/lawyers/pe ople 
placing the notices are in 
control of how much con-
tent they put in the notice.  

I sincerely thank State 
Representatives Tandy 
Darby and Brock Martin 
along with State Senator 
John Stevens for taking the 
time to meet with me. Each 
legislator took the time to 
meet with me along with 
others in the industry to 
discuss why the proposed 
legislation was bad for our 
business. These gentlemen 
listened to our plight and 
agreed that pulling or alter-
ing foreclosure notice pub-
lications benefited no one.

We discovered this so-
called “Banker’s Bill” did 
not come from a bank 

headquartered in the State 
of Tennessee but rather 
from a heavy hitter with 
huge pockets and numer-
ous lobbyists. The local 
community banks were 
not in favor of the change; 
so where’s the benefit?

With that being said, 
I want to make another 
point about our legislators. 
I gained a new perspective 
on the inner workings of 
the state capital. While I 
have seen them in action at 
the actual capital building, 
this was my first time at 
the Cordell Hull building 
meeting them at their gov-
ernment office.

What caught my atten-
tion was the number of 
non-governmental folks 
jockeying around from 
meeting to meeting. There 
are times, I get flustered 
due to the amount of 
phone calls, texts, emails, 
and face-to-face meetings 
I take in a day. It is hard to 
fathom that every 15 min-
utes or so someone is in 
your office wanting to talk 
about something that they 
deem is the most import-
ant piece of legislation in 
the world. It is an endless 
carousel and while that 
is going on you still have 
standing committee meet-
ings, votes on the floor, and 
you have to find time to eat.

So while my politics or 
views may not always align 
with what is taking place 
on the hill, I still applaud 
them for serving. 

My last point is pretty 
simple. Your voice should 
be heard. The fight may 
feel like a David versus Go-
liath battle, but remember 
David won. In all honesty, 
there are days I feel that I 
am in over my head and 
fighting battles that can 
never be won. Yet I have to 
fight the good fight.

In second Timothy 4:7-
8, NIV, Paul writes, “I have 
fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. Now there is 
in store for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day 
— and not only to me but 
also to all who have longed 
for his appearing.” Simply 
put Paul says we must keep 
the faith in order to receive 
our reward.

The more Davids there 
are in the world fighting 
the good fight, the more 
the world works for the 
betterment of humanity. 
Let your representatives in 
Nashville and Washington, 
D.C. know your stance. For 
that matter let your county 
and city representatives 
know your stance. Fight the 
good fight for your children 
and grandchildren. 

People have been so 
kind to me about these 
l i t t l e  s t o r i e s  ov e r  t h e 
years.  And I  certainly 
appreciate that. I  have 
said from the beginning 
that I am not a writer. You 
think about Edgar Allan 
Poe, Ambrose Bierce, Will 
Rogers, Jon Meacham...
those guys could turn a 
blank page into a moving 
picture show... 

Please don’t confuse 
me with them.

Listen, I really worried 
back when I first started 
doing this that it might 
give Miss Barbara Clark 
(my high school English 
teacher) a heart attack. 
The shock of my attempt-
ing to put a sentence to-
gether on a piece of paper 
would be too much for 
her!

She knew I didn’t know 
a transitive verb from a 
dangling participle the 
f irst  day we met.  And 
I  suspect  she came to 
realize I didn’t care. It 
wouldn’t help me throw 
a baseball or get a date 
with Ruth Ann Wiley. But, 
bless her heart, Miss Bar-
bara loved me in spite of 
my shortcomings...

I have never thought 
of it as writing. I mostly 
think of something Paul 
David Campbell or Di-
ane Stoner said or did 
57 years ago, and I jot it 
down right quick before 
I forget it! I have never 
let syntax, preposition-
al  phrases,  compound 
words, or the improper 
use of ain’t get in the way 
of a good story. 

I  get  up to speak to 
the Rotary Club or the 
Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution in Port 
St. Joe, Florida, and the 
first question I get asked 
is, “Did you really have 
an older brother named 
Leon?”

People in Carroll Coun-
ty don’t have to bother 
with that one. The second 
question follows like day 
after night, “Did he do all 
the things you say he has 
done?” There are folks 
still around in McKenzie 
who have better Leon sto-
ries than I do!

It is always easier to talk 
to the hometown folks.

And this is definitely 
not a one-way street. I 
hope and pray I’ve said a 
few things over the years 
that might have awak-
ened a memory or two 
in you. Maybe recalled 
a trip you made to the 
county fair, a homecom-
ing float you worked on, 
o r  a  d a t e  t h a t  tu r n e d 
out to be more “blind” 
than you could ever have 
imagined!

But I have received way 
more than I have given in 
this endeavor. Think with 
me on this for a moment. 
I write down for you that 
we “used to goof around 
in the locker room” af-

ter basketball practice. 
And I launch into some 
long-winded tale about 
swimming in the show-
er...  

To do that adequately, 
I’ve about got to “get my-
self back there” in some 
shape, form, or fashion. I 
can’t “kinda” remember. 
I’ve got to call up brain 
cells that have been bur-
ied for years and years. I 
dig deep, for every detail.

All of a sudden, I can 
smell the unmistakable 
odor of that old locker 
room. The bottoms of my 
feet are hurting from a 
thousand sprints up and 
down the court .  I  can 
see Bobby King’s sweat-
stained face sitting across 
the room. I hear David 
Paschall  fussing about 
missing a free throw in 
the just-completed scrim-
mage game. It’s as if 60 
years had melted away.

I am there! Again!
I don’t know who put 

the towels over the drain 
h o l e s.  B u t  I  w o u l d n ’ t 
bet against Wesley Beal, 
Martin Paschall, or Billy 
Bradley. Gosh, there were 
at least eight showers, 
all wide open. It didn’t 
take long for six or seven 
inches of water to col-
lect. We’d line up on one 
end of the small room, 
run three quick steps, 
do a belly flop, and glide 
across the shower floor.

Some days we “swam” 
longer than we practiced. 
You never  heard such 
laughter. And it still rings 
to this very day...

It’s not about living in 
the past. It ’s about the 
past being a major spring-
board to your living. And 
maybe the bedrock of 
who you are today.

I don’t quite agree with 
the guy who wrote, “All 
I Really Need to Know I 
Learned in Kindergarten.” 
He was close. But he left 
out basketball practice 
and boxing in Brenda El-
lis’s backyard.

And I’m not sure this 
fel ler  ever hauled hay 
for Dwyane Melton. Mr. 
Melton would teach you 
words and things that I 
guarantee you were not 
talked about in any kin-
dergarten class in the 
world!

As I said at the top of 
this blurb, I’m not a real 
writer. But the thoughts, 
stories, tales, and esca-
pades I pass on to you 
have certainly kept me, 
as ABC Sports used to tell 
us, “Up Close and Per-
sonal” with a city that did 
a heck of a lot more than 
just pat me on the back 
and send me out into life.

I  thank you for your 
help with my memories.

A n d  a n y t h i n g  t h a t 
keeps me connected to 
McKenzie, Tennessee, is a 
blessing of the first order...  

Respectfully,
Kes

LETTER TO THE EDITOR POLICY
Letters to the editor bear the opinion of the letter writer, and 

not necessarily that of the newspaper management or staff. 
Letters of opinion are not verified for accuracy of fact and truly 
stand only as the writer’s opinion.

Letters to the editor of public interest are solicited. Most let-
ters, not libelous or harmful, will be published. The editorial staff 
may restrict the number of letters dealing with the same subject 
matter. The signature of the writer must be affixed to the letter 
with a verifiable address and phone number. The address and 
phone number will not be published at the request of the writer, 
however the name will be published. Tri-County Publishing does 
not publish unsigned letters of opinion.  

The McKenzie Banner reserves the right to refuse any item 
deemed libelous, not of public interest, or commercial in nature. 
The editorial staff reserves the right to edit the material while 
preserving the intent of the letter.  Upon receipt in the offices of 
Tri-County Publishing, Inc., the letter becomes the property of the 
newspaper and will be retained in the files. Tri-County Publishing 
may solicit contrary opinion concerning the content of the letter. 

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

Who Says You Can’t
Go Home AgainBY BRITTANY WASHBURN MARTIN

brittany@mckenziebanner.com

Viewpoint
Editor’s

Recently, The Banner has 
received feedback that the 
point size of the text in the 
newspaper is too small and 
too hard to read.

So, how’s this?
 I increased the point size 

and changed the typeface to 
one seemingly more read-
able, but that may be up for 
debate. 

Truthfully, it has been on 
my list of things to do this 
year, to update the look of 
the newspaper and upsize 
the text at least one point for 
those struggling to read it at 
its former size. 

The Banner’s newspaper 
typeface and size have been 
the same for... maybe 20-30 
years? 

It has been the same since 
before 2009, when I started 
working here full-time after 
college.

But a lot has changed in 15 
years. I didn’t need reading 
glasses then, I do now. 

I’m not entirely sure when 
it changed to the typeface we 
have used for so long. I’d have 
to look through the archives 
with my type gauge and play 
“spot the difference.”

Newspaper type used to 
be hot lead and hands on; 
functional, not fancy. 

Now, we have 1,000s of 
fonts to choose from on a 
computer that processes 
more data in a day than the 
first computers processed in 
a lifetime. 

A lot has changed.
I’ve dabbled with the idea 

of changing typefaces a few 
times during my tenure, but 
nothing has ever been quite 
as good as “Nimrod,” the 
typeface we’ve been using 
for so long. 

According to the news-
paper guru, Kevin Slimp, 
it has a good x-height and 
repeatedly ranks high for 
“best newspaper font” when 
compared to its peers. 

(I just googled best news-
paper fonts and there was 
Nimrod, still in the top 10). 

You know the old adage, 
“if it ain’t broke... don’t fix it.” 

So I left it.

It has been a good font 
that has relayed a lot of good 
stories to readers.

Reader, please understand 
that while the frustration 
you feel trying to read the 
newspaper every week may 
feel like we are maliciously 
printing it smaller, it’s been 
the same size for a while.

You and I are the ones 
changing. 

But still, maybe it is time 
for the newspaper to change?

Being a font nerd, I could 
drag you all down a rab-
bit hole that will have you 
screaming and clawing at 
the sides of it to get out; but 
I won’t do that to you. 

And I won’t try to take 
you on a font experiment 
that will have you buying 
different readers every week 
for the fore-SEE-able future. 

No, instead here is a font 
that may finally be worthy to 
go head-to-head with Nim-
rod; and here is the intro-
duction of a redesign years 
in the making.

Utopia Std. in 9.3 point 
type has replaced Nimrod 
8 point, and Barlow has re-
placed Helvetica and Go-
tham this week. 

Fun fact: Barlow is the 
last name of the family that 
owned the newspaper before 
the Washburns/Martins, J. 
Frank Barlow, and later, his 
son Karl. My grandfather, 
James, was Karl’s business 
partner.

I love the symmetry of it.
This editorial is meant to 

be a type sample.
Other than the pain of en-

during my ramblings, how 
was the readability of this 
column?

I hope it was better. This 
is an open invitation to any 
reader that wants to weigh 
in on the new look of the 
newspaper. 

I need you to contact us 
during business hours after 
you see this (M-F, 8:30 a.m.-
4 p.m.). Call 731-352-3323, 
email TYPE@mckenzieban-
ner.com, or mail to 3 Banner 
Row, McKenzie, TN 38201.

Thank you for reading.

Am I Your Type?
New Roles Create Different Perspective

Fighting the Good Fight

NA S H V I L L E  ( Fe b r u -
ary 22) —  The Tennessee 
Emergency Management 
Agency (TEMA) and Na-
tional  Weather Ser vice 
(NWS) are partnering to 
encourage Tennesseans to 
prepare ahead of spring se-
vere weather threats.

“Severe weather – includ-
ing thunderstorms, torna-
does, and flash floods – is 
a hazard in Tennessee, and 
we can take precautions 
to be ready,” said TEMA 
Director Patrick Sheehan. 
“Severe Weather Awareness 
Week is a reminder to all 
Tennesseans to act now to 

be better prepared before 
the next disaster.”

Te n n e s s e e ’s  S e v e r e 
Weather Awareness Week 
(SWAW) will take place 
February 25-March 2, 2024. 
Each day will highlight a se-
vere weather topic and pro-
vide important safety and 
preparedness information.

“Severe Weather Aware-
ness Week is our oppor-
tunity to prepare before 
disaster strikes. This week, 
held annually by the Na-
tional Weather Service and 
the Tennessee Emergen-
cy Management Agency, 
serves to provide import-

ant reminders ahead of the 
impending severe weather 
season,” said Ryan Husted, 
NWS Warning Coordination 
Meteorologist. “Knowing 
what to do during severe 
weather while at work, 
school, and home is the 
key to survival and safety.”

A highlight of the week 
will be the statewide tor-
nado drill at 9:30 a.m., CST, 
on Wednesday, February 
28, 2024.  The drill will also 
include a statewide test 
of NOAA weather radios. 
Schools, businesses, and 
local communities are en-
couraged to participate.

Tennesseans can pre-
pare for severe weather 
by reviewing their severe 
weather plan and assessing 
their risk. At a minimum, 
emergency preparedness 
kits should include one 
gallon of water per-day, 
per-person for three to 
five days. Additional sup-
plies include non-perish-
able food, flashlight, bat-
tery-powered radio, extra 
batteries, first aid kit, per-
sonal hygiene items, cell 
phone charger, copies of 
important family docu-
ments, and pet supplies.

Severe Weather Possible Throughout the WeekHave An Opinion?
Tell us about it. 

E-mail us: banner@mckenziebanner.com

Please include your name, address and phone number 
(phone number will not be published). 

Name and address are required for publication.

Call 731.352.3323
BANNER
THETHE McKenzie, Tennessee

BY JASON R. MARTIN
jmartin@mckenziebanner.com

Editor’s 
Sidelines
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BRURR
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BRURR MMITT FUNERARR L HOME

Our pre-arranged funeral plans have the protection 
by the State of Tennessee through Tennessee 

Pre-Paid Funeral Benefi ts Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222

A5091/TF

A1
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/T
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When you’re ready, we’re here.
No letters, no agents.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45

Greenfield, TN 38230

Traditional & Custom Headstones
 Etchings • Benches • Pet Markers 
Cremation Memorials • And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

MONUMENT WORKS
• Exquisite Memorials
• Large In-Door Display Rooms
   Air Conditioned and Heated
• Expert Craftsman
• Gray & Colored Granite Monuments

Three Generations - Same Location

  986-3050776 Main Street East
Huntingdon, TN 38344

Open Mon.-Sat.
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Griffin and Powell

Stones For Your Loved Ones
Largest Display of Memorials in W. Tennessee

“GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES”

Henry County Monument Works
1203 S. Dunlap St., Paris, Tenn.  38242

THE TRAVIS FAMILY • Serving this area since 1924
731-642-2885 • www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

Honoring
 a Lifetime

NOBEL NOEL 
WIGGINS

1927 — 2024
Mc K E N Z I E  —   Fu n e r-

al services for Noble Noel 
“Pop” Wiggins, Jr. were Sat-
urday, February 24, 2024, at 
Brummitt-McKenzie Funer-
al Home. Interment was at 
Carroll Memorial Gardens.

Mr.  Wiggins,  96,  died 
Tuesday, February 20, 2024, 
at the Tenn. State Veterans 
Home Humboldt. He was a 
member of McKenzie First 
Baptist Church, a retired 
maintenance man for At-
lantic Homes, and a World 
War II Army veteran. He was 
born in Henry Co., Tenn., 
on July 28, 1927, to Nobel 
Noel, Sr. and Gladys Mae 
Irby Wiggins.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Kathie (Steven) Crider 
of McKenzie, Jeffrey (Sherry) 
Wiggins of Ramer, and Reg-
gie (Janice) Wiggins of McK-
enzie, four grandchildren, 
Jamie (Stephen) Brown, Kyle 
Wiggins, Amy Reed and Gail 
(Stacey) Williams and seven 
great-grandchildren, Jack, 
Kase, Kynlee, Hunter, Han-
nah, Christopher and Eliz-
abeth.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, wife, Marie 
Brewer Wiggins and broth-
ers, James Wiggins, Wil-
liam Coleman Wiggins and 
Charles Norman Wiggins.

If you need further as-
sistance, please call Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral Home 
at 731-352-4848 or visit our 
website at  brummittmcken-
ziefuneralhome.com. +

BETTY ANN 
BURROW

1954 — 2024
McKENZIE — A Celebra-

tion of Life for Betty Ann 
Burrow is Saturday, March 
2, 2024, at 1 p.m. at Brum-
m i tt- Mc Ke n z i e  Fu n e ra l 
Home. 

The family will receive 
friends on Saturday at 11 
a.m. until service time. Inter-
ment will follow at Mt. Ararat 
Cemetery, Trezevant, Tenn.

Mrs.  Burrow, 70,  died 
Wednesday, February 21, 
2024, at Tennova Healthcare 
Clarksville. She was a Mt. Ar-
arat Baptist Church member 
and a Methodist Hospital 
McKenzie dietitian. She was 
born in Trezevant on Febru-
ary 13, 1954, to James Robert 
Phillips and Margie Vernetta 
Hunt Cunningham.

She is survived by her 
husband, George Burrow 
of McKenzie, daughters, 
Tiffany Borum of Clarks-
ville and Kendra (Moses) 
Harris of McKenzie, sons, 
Travis Lemont (Collette) 
Beasley of Oak Grove, Ken-
tucky, Willie Gilbert, Jr. of 
McKenzie, George Burrow, 
Jr. of Corpus Christi, Texas, 
Tony Burrow of McKenzie 
and Tristan Burrow of Min-
neapolis, Minn., five sisters, 
Priscilla Brown of McKenzie, 
Mary Crawley of McKenzie, 
Eunice Capps of McKen-

zie, Julie (Obie) Tharpe of 
Camden and Linda Phillips, 
11 grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, son Daniel 
Willis and brother Ernest 
Phillips.

If you need further as-
sistance, please call Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral Home 
at 731-352-4848 or visit our 
website at brummittmcken-
ziefuneralhome.com. +

LARRY DAVID 
BURKE

1974 — 2024
McKENZIE — A funer-

al service for Larry David 
Burke was Friday, February 
23, 2024, at Brummitt-McK-
enzie Funeral Home. Inter-
ment was at Hopewell Cem-
etery, Gleason.

Mr. Burke, 49, died on 
Tuesday, February 20, 2024, 
at his residence.

He  wa s  a  m e m b e r  o f 
Union Grove Baptist Church 
and a member of McKenzie 
High School Class of 1992. 
He was born on March 19, 
1974, in Jackson, Tenn.

He is  sur vived by his 
parents, Larry and Marilyn 
Burke; sisters, Teresa (Allen) 
Walls and Cory Burke; broth-
ers, Adam (Raeleen) Burke 
and Cameron Burke, all of 
McKenzie and Chance (Sta-
cey) Burke of Jackson; three 
nephews and one niece. +

EVITA TOTTY
1980 — 2024

MARTIN — Funeral ser-
vices for Evita Totty were 
Wednesday, February 21, 
2024, at 2 p.m. at Brum-
m i tt- Mc Ke n z i e  Fu n e ra l 
Home. The family received 
friends on Wednesday, 11 
a.m. until service time at 
the funeral home. Interment 
followed at Sandy Branch 
Cemetery.

Mrs. Totty, 43, died at her 
residence on Sunday, Febru-
ary 18, 2024. She worked at 
the Department of Human 
Service in Dresden, assist-
ing with the food stamps 
program, she was an office 
manager for New Genera-
tions, and she was a sub-
stitute teacher for Dresden 
High School. She was born 
in Chicago, Ill., on Novem-
ber 13, 1980.

She is survived by her 
husband, Jason Totty, two 
daughters,  Hannah Tot-
ty and Megan Totty, all of 
Martin, her mother, Lin-
da Hernandez of Martin, 
three sisters, Carla (Tom-

my) Summers of McKenzie, 
Gracie (Andrew) Clements 
of Gadson, Ala., and Lupe 
Hernandez of Martin, and 
two brothers, Paul Hernan-
dez and Rudy (Stephanie) 
Fuentes all of Chicago.

She is preceded in death 
by her father, Guadalupe 
Hernandez and brother, 
Rocky Hernandez.

Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home, 731-352-4848.

LOTTIE ADKISSON
1919 — 2024

TREZEVANT — Funeral 
services for Lottie Hestella 
Adkisson were Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2024, at Wingo Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. The 
family received friends at the 
church on Tuesday, 11 a.m. 
until service time. Interment 
was at Wingo Cemetery.

Mrs. Adkisson, 104, died 
on February 19, 2024, at her 
residence. She was born in 
Henry Co., Tenn., on June 3, 
1919, to Oscar Hilliard and 
Mary Jane Atkins Williams. 
She was a member of Wingo 
Missionary Baptist Church.

She is survived by her 
children, Mabel Irene Kelly 
(Billy) of Greenfield, Mary 
Hestella Brown of Hopkins-
ville, Ky., Angelene Moore 
(Robert) of Lexington, Ky., 
Lula Bell  Williamson of 
Detroit and Earl Ethridge 
Adkisson (Lurlene) of At-
wood, 20 grandchildren, 
30 great-grandchildren, 21 
great-great grandchildren 
and five great-great-great 
grandchildren.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, siblings, her 
husband, Ethridge Henry 
Adkisson, and two children, 
Mattie Eugenie Taylor and 
Oscar Priest Adkisson.

If you need further as-
sistance, please call Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral Home 
at 731-352-4848 or visit our 
website at brummittmcken-
ziefuneralhome.com. +

CAILEY BONAR
1997 — 2024

McKENZIE — A funer-
al service for Cailey Ashlin 
Garner Bonar was Mon-
day, February 26, 2024, at 
Brummitt-McKenzie Funer-
al Home. Interment was at 
Carroll Memorial Gardens.

Mrs. Cailey, 26, died on 
Sunday, February 18, 2024, 
at Baptist Memorial Hospi-
tal. She was born on March 
30, 1997, in Huntingdon to 
Tommy Garner and Lori 
Ann Burlison Garner.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Ryan Bonar of McKen-

zie; her parents, Tommy and 
Lori; brother, Shawn (Leah) 
Garner of Medina; sister, 
April Garner or McKenzie; 
grandparents, Jack Burlison 
of Huntingdon and Linda 
Andrews of South Carolina, 
and her fur babies, Little Bit 
and Buddy.

She is preceded in death 
by her grandparents, James 
and Raymelle Garner and 
Patricia Burlison.

If you need further as-
sistance, please call Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral Home 
at 731-352-4848 or visit our 
website at brummittmcken-
ziefuneralhome.com. +

ANNELL PARKER 
FELTS

1936 — 2014
McKENZIE — Funeral 

services for Annell Parker 
Felts were Sunday, Febru-
ary 25, 2024, at 2 p.m. at 
Brummitt-McKenzie Funer-
al Home. Interment was at 
Liberty Cemetery.

Mrs. Felts, 87, died Friday, 
February 23, 2024, at her 
residence. She was born in 
Hickory Grove, South Car-
olina to Lester and Martha 
Martin Parker.

Surviving family members 
include her children, Gwin 
Taylor of Ashland City, Mar-
garet Felts of McKenzie, Linda 
(Dennis) Sellers of McKenzie, 
Rachel (Mike) Foster of McK-
enzie and Marvin C. (Tina) 
Felts of Greenfield, sisters 
Bonnie Roberts of Hickory 
Grove, South Carolina, Ruth 
(Larry) Hudson of Sharon, 
South Carolina, Nancy (Bil-
ly) Hudson of York, South 
Carolina, Edna Ramsey of 
Sharon, South Carolina, and 
Amy (Jerry) Harris of Sha-
ron, South Carolina, brothers, 
Johnny (Judy) Hickory Grove, 
South Carolina, Billy Parker of 
Rock Hill, South Carolina, and 
Sam Parker of Sharon South 
Carolina, six grandchildren, 
Billy Sanders, Tiffany (Dusty) 
Frazier, Hunter Felts, Bran-
don (Ashley) Sellers, Kelsey 
(Kyle) Seavers, and Matt 
(Morgan) Foster and eight 
great-grandchildren, Bry-
Anna Felts, Beckett Frazier, 
Briggs Frazier, Sophie Sellers, 

Baylor Sellers, Kase Seavers, 
Nora Foster and Hallie Foster.
She is preceded in death by 
her parents, her husband of 55 
years Marvin C. Felts, grand-
children, Jimmy Sanders and 
Seth Foster, sisters, Mildred 
Pardue and Mary Ann Cobb 
and brothers, Amos Parker, 
Joe Parker, Denver Parker, and 
Andrew Parker.

If you need further as-
sistance, please call Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral Home 
at 731-352-4848 or visit our 
website at brummittmcken-
ziefuneralhome.com. +

AGNIS CHRISTIAN 
GREEN

1932 — 2024
HUNTINGDON — Mrs. 

Agnis Christian Green, 92, 
of Huntingdon, Tenn., died 
Saturday, February 24, 2024, 
at her home.

Funeral services are 2 
p.m., Tuesday, February 27, 
2024, in the Chapel of Dil-
day-Carter Funeral Home. 
Interment will  follow in 
Humbles Cemetery.

The family will receive 
friends at Dilday-Carter 
Funeral Home on Tuesday 
noon until service time.

She was born Januar y 
23, 193, to the late Clifford 
Franklin Jones and Jesse Dee 
Mayo Jones. She was preced-
ed in death by her husband, 
Dewey Christian; daughter, 
Betty Agnis Christian.

She is survived by one 
daughter, Lucy Christian 
Huntingdon, Tenn.,  one 
grandson, one great-grand-
son, two sisters and one 
brother.

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

SANDRA CAROLYN 
STOKES

1945 — 2024
McKENZIE — Sandra Car-

olyn Stokes, 79, died Febru-
ary 24, 2024, at Centennial 
Hospital in Nashville. Funer-
al services are at Williams 
Funeral Home, Gleason, Feb-
ruary 29, at 1 p.m. Visitation 

is Thursday from 11 a.m. 
until time of service.

She was born January 2, 
1945, in Henderson, Tenn., 
to Eunice Franklin Snider 
and Mamie Ruth Snider.

Survivors include sons, 
Dan (Donna) Ellis of Dres-
den, Dwayne (Karen) Ellis 
of Gleason; daughter, De-
nise Ellis of McKenzie, sis-
ters, Cathy (Terry) Bunnell 
of Gleason, Kay Sterling of 
Gleason, 11 grandchildren 
and 15 great-grandchildren. 

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, husband, 
Bobby Stokes, Jr., sister, Dor-
othy Jordan, and brother, 
James Snider.

Burial will be in Highland 
Park Cemetery, Mayfield, Ky.

BRENDA LEE 
FUZZELL

1968 — 2024
McKENZIE — Mrs. Brenda 

Lee Fuzzell, 55, of McKenzie, 
Tenn., died Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 20, 2024, at Jackson 
Madison General Hospital.

Funeral services were Sun-
day, February 25, 2024, in 
the Chapel of Dilday-Carter 
Funeral Home. Interment was 
in Everett’s Chapel Cemetery.

Mrs. Fuzzell was born 
August 24, 1968, to the late 
Charles Fuller and Shirley 
Anderson Kemp. She was 
preceded in death by one 
son, James Gallimore, and 
two sisters, Jennifer Kemp 
a n d  Ca ro l y n  Si m m o n s.
She is survived by her hus-
band, Gerald Fuzzell; four 
daughters, Stacy Eubanks 
of Lexington, Tenn., Tonya 
Love of Dickson, Tenn., Me-
gan (Cornelius) Harris of 
McKenzie, Tenn., and Misty 
(Richard) Moon of McKen-
zie, Tenn.; two sons, Jona-
than Goodrum of McKenzie, 
Tenn., and Drew; two sisters, 
Tammie (Scott) Heavener 
and Misty (Mike) Hays of 
Huntingdon, Tenn.;  two 
brothers, Timbo Fuller of 
Trenton, Tenn., and Buddy 
(Chrissy) Fuller of Lexington, 
Tenn.; several grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild.

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

Obituaries

Strawberry Salad
1 small pkg strawberry jello
1/2 cup boiling water
1 small can crushed pine-

apple
1 (10 oz.)  pkg frozen 

strawberries
2 small bananas, crushed
1/2 pint sour cream
Dissolve gelatin in boil-

ing water; add strawberries, 
pineapple and bananas. Stir 
all together. Pour ½ mix-
ture in bowl and let congeal. 
Keep other ½ at room tem-
perature. Spread sour cream 
over the congealed mixture. 
Spoon remaining gelatin 
over sour cream. 

Sausage Muffins
3 cups Bisquick
1 can cheddar cheese 

soup
1 lb sausage, cooked and 

drained
1/2 cup water
Combine ingredients. 

Spray muffin tins with vege-
table spray. Fill 2/3 full. Bake 
20-25 minutes at 350 degrees.
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This subscription is for: � Me  OR  � It’s a Gift
Yes!  I’d like to receive one year of the McKenzie Banner and I am enclosing payment in the 

amount of  $34 with this advertisement. Offer expires March 15, 2024

Limited time offer. Valid only in the Tri-County area of Carroll, Henry and Weakley counties in Tennessee. Good for new or renew. Regular price is 
$25 for 1 year online only and $39 for print and online. Offer entitles reader to 12 months membership to the newspaper. Payment is required to 
begin offer. Limit ONE per customer. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Leap YearLeap Year
SpecialSpecial

One Year 
of Print AND Online 
Membership to the 
MCKenzie Banner!

Leap Day only comes once every four years! 

Don't Miss this Deal!

Catch This Offer Before it Gets Away!

Regular Price $39

$$3434

Need Something? 
We can do it!

• Business Cards • Programs
• Vinyl Banners • Name Badges
• Self-Inking Stamps • Forms
• Canvas Portraits • Magnets 
• Yard Signs • Ink Pens & more!
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HUMANE
SOCIETY EVENTS

Kitnip
Do you want cute toys and 

yummy treats for your kitty/
kitties and to help CCHS 
at the same time? This is a 
monthly subscription box 
that can easily be canceled 
but our cats at the shelter 
love their Kitnip toys! If you 
use our code, you will re-
ceive 15% off your first box 
and CCHS will receive a 
donation from Kitnip! Go 
to www.kitnipbox.com/
subscribe?coupon=CCHS15 
and enter the code CCHS15 
before you finalize your or-
der. Thanks so much!

Bow Wow At The Barn
Save the date on your 

calendar for an evening 
with the Humane Society 
on Saturday, March 9 with 
the awesome band 24Seven 
and great food catered by 
Bealla Q. 

More details coming soon 
regarding tickets, menu, etc. 

As a reminder, CCHS al-
ways has cat spay/neuter 
vouchers for $50 each to be 
used at the Paris Vet Clinic.

Dog vouchers will be 
available once the program 
is finalized in the near future.

MISS UTM
RODEO PAGEANT
The University of Tennes-

see at Martin Rodeo Booster 
Club will sponsor the Miss 
UTM Rodeo Pageant Satur-
day, March 16, at Watkins 
Auditorium, located inside 
the UTM Boling Univer-
sity Center in Martin. The 
pageant is open to all girls, 
ages 0-20.

C o n t e s t a n t s  w i l l  b e 
judged in formal/evening 
gown only. 

Doors open at 12 p.m. 
with pageants as follows: 
0-12 months at 1 p.m., 1-3 
years at 1:30 p.m., 4-6 years 
at 2 p.m., 7-9 years at 2:30 
p.m., 10-12 years at 3 p.m., 
13-15 years at 3:30 p.m., and 
16-20 years at 4 p.m. Regis-
tration is at the door only, 
$40 for beauty only with 
side categories available for 
additional cost.

Winner of the 16-20 di-
vision required to partici-
pate in UTM Rodeo Week 
activities and is eligible 
to compete in Territorial 
Queens Review/Strawberry 
Festival. Junior, Teen and 
Miss Division Queens will be 
recognized at UTM Rodeo 
Performances April 11, 12, 
and 13. For more informa-
tion, contact Beth Weldon 
at (731) 225-1227.

RELAY FOR LIFE 
BAKE AUCTION

The annual Carroll County 
Relay for Life Bake Auction is 
March 25-29. It is broadcast 
each year on WHDM radio. 
More details will be available 
later. For more information, 
call Sherrye Washburn, 731-
415-3282.

McKENZIE CITY 
COUNCIL MEETS 

MONTHLY
T h e  M c K e n z i e  C i t y 

Council meets at 6 p.m. the 
second Thursday of each 
month. 

CARROLL COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

MEETS
The Carroll County Dem-

ocratic Party meets the third 
Thursday of every month at 
6 p.m. at 12740 Lexington 
Street, Huntingdon. 

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location — 
Adult Education Building, 
14155 Paris Street. Office 
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Classes are of-
fered for one-on-one in-

struction on Mondays, 1-4 
p.m. and Thursdays, 9 a.m. 
to NOON. For more informa-
tion, phone 731-364-5481.

CARROLL COUNTY 
COMMISSION 

MEETS MONTHLY
Carroll County Commis-

sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month, 7 p.m., in 
the Conference Room of the 
Carroll County Office Com-
plex, High Street, Hunting-
don. There are no meetings 
in February and July.

COUNTY 
REPUBLICANS

TO MEET
Carroll County Republi-

can Party monthly meetings 
restart February 27 at 7 p.m. 
in the Huntingdon Public 
Safety Building, 12740 Lex-
ington St. The website is 
www.carrollcotngop.com.

McKENZIE TOPS 
TO MEET

The McKenzie TOPS 
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
Chapter meets on Mondays 
at 3 p.m. at the McKenzie 
Church of Christ gym. Any-
one interested in losing 
weight can join. For more 
information, contact Linda 
Lawrence at 731-352-7309. If 
no answer, leave a message.

PARIS ROTARY HAM 
BREAKFAST

The annual Paris Rotary 
Club Ham Breakfast is Sat-
urday, March 9, 6 to 11 a.m.  
Tickets are available at the 
door at Paris Elementary 
School cafeteria on Volun-
teer Drive in Paris.

NORTHWEST 
TENNESSEE EDC 

TO MEET
The Board of Directors of 

Northwest Tennessee Eco-
nomic Development Coun-
cil meets Friday, March 15, 
2024, 10 a.m. at the McK-
enzie Central Office, 938 C 
Walnut Ave. West, McKen-
zie in the Conference Room. 
This meeting will also be 
provided virtually via Zoom.

The Carroll County Sports Hall of Fame is now accepting nominations for 
inductions to its 2024 class on May 4, 2024, at the Carroll County Civic 
Center. Nominations will be accepted through March 17. To be eligible, an 
athlete must have been out of school for ten years and played for a Carroll 
County School.

Nomination forms can be picked up at the Carroll County Chamber of 
Commerce or from any active board member. This 
year’s board is Randy Thomas and Brad Camp 
(McKenzie), Darrel Tucker and Angie Bartholomew 
(Clarksburg), Brittany Foster and Lex Suite (West 
Carroll), Keith McGee and Josh Edwards (Hollow 
Rock-Bruceton), Roy Gene Dill and Jason Fields 
(Huntingdon). Russell Bush is the Chairman.

Carroll County Sports Hall of 
Fame Accepting Nominations

A4340/6-4

USDA - Farm Service Agency
Notice of Availability

FSA Guaranteed Loans Resulting in
Swine Facility Preparation and Construction

Draft Environmental Assessment

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) announces they will be completing an Environ-
mental Assessment for the proposed loan guarantee 
for fi nancing site preparation and construction of a 
large Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) 
project consisting of two "Wean to Finish Type" Swine 
Barns and related equipment to be located at property 
in located at Map # 159 Parcel # 016.00 in Weakley 
County, Tennessee.

FSA is accepting written comments on the potential ef-
fects of the proposed project on protected resources 
and the human environment through March 21, 2024. 
Information regarding this project can be reviewed in 
person at the Weakley County FSA Offi  ce, Attn: Farm 
Loan Programs, located at 196 S Hunt Street, Dres-
den, TN 38225. Comments should be submitted in 
writing to Codi Dilday, FLO at the above address of by 
email to codi.dilday@usda.gov.

R23362/8-2

All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE 731-642-7171

THE BEEKEEPER (R)

Tues.  7:35
Wed.  7:35
Thurs.  7:35

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

BOB MARLEY: ONE LOVE 
(PG-13)

THE CHOSEN S4E1-3 (PG-13)

Tues.  7:00
Wed.  7:00
Thurs.  7:00

MADAME WEB (PG-13)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

A4
36

5/9
-1

LISA FRANKENSTEIN (PG-13)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

ORDINARY ANGELS (PG-13)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

CALENDAR
OF EVENTSF F OFFF TSNEVVEEV

Park Park 
TheatreTheatre

ALL TICKETS $5

BOX OFFICE OPENS:
FRI. & SAT. 6:30 P.M.

SUN. 1:30 P.M.

A1
/9-

1

FRIDAY, MARCH 1
7 P.M.

SATURDAY, MARCH 2
7 P.M.

SUNDAY, MARCH 3
2 P.M.

RATED PG

THE 
CHOSEN: 
EPISODES 7 & 8

After a strong showing 
the Gleason Lady Bulldogs 
basketball season has drawn 
to a close. The #4 seed Lady 
Bulldogs faced off against 
the #1 seed Humboldt on 
Friday dropping a nail-biter, 
45-42.

On Saturday, the boys 
ranked as a #2 seed faced 
off against #4 seed Halls. 
The Bulldogs came away 
with a 82-65 score. Gleason 
advances to the semifinal 
round of the region tourna-
ment on Tuesday, February 
27. They will face the Hum-
boldt a #1 seed. Tipoff is 7:45 
p.m. at the UT Martin.

The Gleason Bulldogs finished second in District 14 Class 1A. Photo by Gary 
Owens

Gleason Bulldogs Advance 
To Region Semifinals

Left, Gleason Head Coach Riggs was awarded District 
14 Class 1A Coach of the Year.  Right, Autumn Mingle 
was awarded All-District Tournament and All-District 
Team. Photos by Gary Owens

BY DR. JOSH GREER
banner@mckenziebanner.com

Amidst the vibrant lights 
and pulsating energy of Las 
Vegas, a select group of driven 
and passionate Bethel Uni-
versity sports management 
students seized the spotlight 
at one of the world’s most 
highly anticipated and cele-
brated sporting spectacles: 
Super Bowl LVIII. Set against 
the dazzling backdrop of 
the renowned entertain-
ment capital, these dedicat-
ed students embarked on a 
journey to showcase their 
talents and expertise in the 
dynamic field of sports man-
agement amidst the gran-
deur of this iconic event.
Led by Associate Professor 
and Sports Management Pro-
gram Coordinator Dr. Josh 
Greer, four standout sports 
management majors, Mak-
enya Gaskin, Mike Rowser, 
Adeline Edwards, and Eric 
Arnold, were chosen to repre-
sent Bethel University at this 
prestigious event.

Throughout the week lead-
ing up to the Super Bowl, 
Bethel University had the 
prestigious honor of working 
at the exclusive NFL House, 
a highly coveted invite-only 
event frequented by celeb-
rities and athletes. Despite 
the allure of rubbing elbows 
with renowned personalities 
or snagging autographs from 
beloved actors and sports 
icons, the Bethel team re-
mained steadfastly focused 
on their primary objective, 
working diligently to ensure 
the seamless execution of 

event operations.
On the monumental day of 

Super Bowl Sunday itself, the 
Bethel crew was entrusted 
with critical responsibilities, 
stationed at the 100-level en-
tries to provide invaluable 
assistance to the attendees. 
This unparalleled opportuni-
ty granted them a firsthand 
glimpse into the intricate 
workings of gameday opera-
tions and tasked them with 
managing a designated sec-
tion within the stadium.

Greer remarked on their 
impactful contributions, “We 
were the first face they saw 
when they entered the stadi-
um.” The Bethel Sports Man-
agement program set the tone 
for attendees’ Super Bowl ex-
perience, underscoring their 
dedication and professional-
ism in ensuring a memorable 
and seamless event.

The selection process for 
the sports management stu-
dents was strategic. Each 
member of this esteemed 
group was chosen to serve as 
an ambassador for the pro-
gram, embodying the core 
values of excellence and 
professionalism while de-
livering exceptional service 
to the NFL. Despite hailing 
from diverse backgrounds 
and geographical locations, 
these individuals consciously 
joined the Bethel community, 
recognizing the unparalleled 
opportunities for hands-on 
experiences and industry 
immersion. Their presence 
not only represented the cul-
mination of their aspirations 
but also underscored their 
commitment to upholding 

Bethel University’s esteemed 
reputation in sports man-
agement.

Hailing from Atwood, Ten-
nessee, Makenya Gaskin is 
a dedicated student-athlete. 
She participates in track and 
field at Bethel University. 
Gaskin’s exceptional journey 
to the Super Bowl marked 
her second consecutive ap-
pearance, a testament to her 
unparalleled dedication and 
passion for sports manage-
ment.

Gaskin brought invaluable 
experience and insight to the 
Super Bowl stage, partici-
pating in other high-profile 
sporting events such as the 
NFL Draft and the Men’s Fi-
nal Four. She has years of 
hands-on involvement in 
various sports management 
events and activities, which 
has proved invaluable by en-
riching the team’s collective 
efforts. Greer stated, “Gaskin’s 
unwavering dedication and 
impressive track record in 
these events underscored her 
status as a standout Bethel 
University sports manage-
ment program member. She 
elevated the team’s presence 
and left an indelible mark on 
the Super Bowl experience.”

Greer stressed the signif-
icance of not taking these 
opportunities for granted. De-
spite Bethel’s fortunate streak 
of participating in five con-
secutive NFL Super Bowls, 
there’s no guarantee they will 
be selected for a sixth. There-
fore, students are urged to 
seize the moment and make 
the most of these valuable op-
portunities by demonstrating 
their utmost dedication and 
commitment. Each occasion 
presents a chance for stu-
dents to showcase their skills, 
network with industry pro-
fessionals, and leave a lasting 
impression. 

It’s imperative that students 
capitalize on these experienc-
es and strive to deliver their 
very best efforts, maximizing 
their potential for personal 
and professional growth.

Bethel University com-
mends these exceptional stu-
dents for their commitment 
to excellence in the sports 
management program.

Bethel University Sports Management 
Students Shine at Super Bowl LVIII
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Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

We Can Print On:
Metal
Glass
Plastic
Corrugated
Acrylic
Canvas
Wood
Ornaments
Tumblers
IPhone Cases
Name Badges
...and much more 
printed in house!

We Print Everything! (except money)

Campaign and Yard Signs, Drinkware, Trophies, 
Plaques, Small Informational Signs are all new 
capabilities with the new UV/LED Mimaki printer at The 
McKenzie Banner.

It complements the continuous roll, wide-format color 
plotter, the new envelope press and other digital presses 
for fl at sheet printing. We are celebrating our 150th year 
in printing by adding equipment and services. 

3 Banner Row
McKenzie, Tennessee

CALL 731.352.3323 
printing@tricopub.com

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/4
3-

TF
A7
65
5/
5-
TF

PARIS, TN — 314 Memorial Dr., 731-644-0090 • 2155 E. Wood St., 731-407-7369
CAMDEN, TN — 1409 Hwy. 70 W, 731-279-4192
MILAN, TN — 15035 S. First St., 731-613-2166

LEXINGTON, TN — 586 W. Church St., 731-249-9184

FARMING
8  A C R E S  O P E N  F O R 
FARMING for profi t share. 
Last season was soy beans. 
Old Christmasville School 
Road. If interested, please 
contact Annette at 208-691-
5727. R23266/6-4

FOR LEASE
QUALITY OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq. 
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway 
79 Highland Mall, across 
from the post office. Call 
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

FOR SALE
E AG L E  B U I L D I N G S  — 
N E W  & USE D P OR TA-
BLE BUILDINGS, Cabins, 
Carports & Garages. 314 
Memorial Dr., Paris (731) 
644-0090; 202 Memorial Dr., 
Paris (731) 641-2800; 17595 
Hig h land Dr., McKenzie 
(731) 393-0277; 1409 Hwy 70 
W, Camden (731) 279-4192; 
15035 S. First St., Milan (731) 
613-2166; 586 W. Church St., 
Lexington (731) 249-9184; 
852 University St., Martin 
(731) 281-7117. eaglebuild-
ingstn.com. A7655/50-TF

FOR RENT
H O U S E S  A N D  A PA R T-
M E N T S :  M C K E N Z I E 
A R E A . w w w. mcken z ie -
homefi nders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

F O R  R E N T :  M O B I L E 
HOME, 2, 3 or 4 bedroom in 
Atwood Acres Mobile Home 
Park. 731-662-7402 or 731-
707-2555. A1019/44-TF

SERVICES
SAWYERS TREE SERVICE: 
6 0 ’  B U C K E T  T R U C K . 
Take Down or Prune. Haul 
Off and Clean Up. Grind 
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call 
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

JOE’S TREE SERVICE AND 
ST U M P R EMOVA L :  6 0 
ft. bucket truck, prune or 
take down grind stumps, 
clean up and haul off, in-
sured, free estimates. 731-
697-0023 or 731-513-1518. 
A7084/21-TF

BOB’S T R E E SE RV IC E: 
TR EE R EMOVA L, stump 
g r i nd i ng ,  t re e toppi ng , 
mulching, all types of yard 
work, storm damage clean-
up. Insured. Call 731-571-
5867. A6785/44-TF

YOU R L OW C O S T A D -
V ERTISING SOLUTION! 
One call & your 25 word ad 
will appear in 98 Tennessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 
27 West TN newspapers for 
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classified advertising 
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks. 
(TnScan)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
R E PL AC E YOU R RO OF 
WITH THE BEST LOOK-
ING and longest lasting ma-
terial steel from Erie Met-
al Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer 
up to 50% off  installation + 
Additional 10% off install 
(for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-855-281-6212. 
(TnScan) 

PR E PA R E FOR POW E R 
OU TAGE S T ODAY w it h 
a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 7-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-888-869-5542 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move. (TnScan) 

AUCTIONS
G E T  T H E  W O R D  O U T 
ABOUT YOUR NEXT AUC-
TION! Save Time & $$$. One 
Call for All. Your ad can ap-
pear in this newspaper + 
97 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this 
newspaper’s classifi ed dept. 
or call Becky Moats 931-624-
8916. (TnScan)

HELP WANTED
R E C R U I T I N G  H E A D -
ACHES? WE CAN HELP! 
Advertise your job open-
ing in this newspaper + 97 
newspapers across the state 
- One Call/Email for All! 
Contact our classifi ed dept. 
or email bmoats@tnpress.
com. (TnScan) 

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ INTERNET! Free Install, 
Free H D -DV R Upg rade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-844-274-6074. (Tn-
Scan) 

C H O O S E  E A R T H L I N K 
F I BE R I N T E R N ET FOR 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data 
caps, no throttling. Prices 
starting at $54.95. Plus, a 
$100 g i f t card when you 
make the switch. Call 1-855-
481-3340. (TnScan) 

DIRECTV SPORTS PACK 
3 MONTHS ON US! Watch 
pro and college sports LIVE. 
Plus over 40 regional and 
specialty networks includ-
ed. NFL, College Football, 
MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and 
more. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call DIRECTV 1-844-
230-4803. (TnScan) 

HEALTH / BEAUTY
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? YOU may qualify 
for a substantial cash award 
- even with smoking history. 
NO obligation! We’ve recov-
ered millions. Let us help!! 
Ca l l 24/7, 855-750-2678. 
(TnScan) 

VIAGRA AND CIALIS US-
ERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50 
Pill Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
866-974-1464. (TnScan) 

D E N T A L  I N S U R A N C E 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-844-278-8285 www.
dental50plus.com/tnpress 
#6258. (TnScan) 

WANTED
T O P  C A $ H  PA I D  F O R 
OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Ma r t i n, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prai-
rie State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Mando-
lins / Banjos. 866-846-4260. 
(TnScan) 

Saturday, March 2, 2024 ~ 12:30 p.m.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

LARRY PATTERSON 731-420-2697 ~ PATTERSON FREEMAN 731-499-2652
bopat@tennesseetel.net

At Th e Farm
140 Milan Hwy. -- Bradford, TN

A8589/8-2

BoPat Angus Sale
50 Bulls & 30 Cows

CITY OF McKENZIE

JOB OPENINGS

A1/8-2

The City of McKenzie has job openings in 3 departments. Public 
works department, water department and parks. In public works, 
we need a laborer and a tractor/bush hog applicant. In the water 
department, we need a laborer and an experienced backhoe 
operator. In parks, we need a laborer. All departments need the 
successful applicant to be able to perform manual labor, stooping, 
bending, twisting and lifting heavy weight at times. The ability to 
tolerate work in all weather and season conditions is also required. 
Applications can be picked up at city hall Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. until Friday, March 1 at 4 p.m. The City of McKenzie 
offers excellent benefi ts including health insurance and retirement 
benefi ts through TCRS. Applicants should be 18 years of age, 
possess a valid driver’s license, have a high school diploma or GED 
and pass the drug test. Come join our teams!

(School Year 2024-2025)
The McKenzie Special School District will receive

applications for the following named position:

NURSE
Minimum requirement LPN

Applications can be found online at http://www.mckenzieschools.
org or picked up at the McKenzie Board of Education offi ce.  
Applications will be accepted until the position is fi lled.

If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Justin Barden, 
Director of Schools at 731-352-2246.

The McKenzie Special School District is an Equal Opportunity Employer, and 

does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, religion, national origin, 

age, disability or veteran status in employment opportunities and benefi ts.

NOTICE OF VACANCY

McKenzie Board of Education — 114 Bell Ave., McKenzie, TN 38201

731-352-2246
A460/PO#20241116/9-1

Need to sell a car?Need to sell a car?
Advertise it in the classifieds!Advertise it in the classifieds!
25 words • Only $5! 25 words • Only $5! 

Call us! Call us! 
731-352-3323731-352-3323
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ASE Certifi ed Mechanic

Richard Holmes, Owner

17 Years Experience

richard@holmesautorepair.org

18040 Highland Dr.

McKenzie, TN 38201

731-207-1090

Auto Repairolmes

A8
17

9/4
1-

TF

14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

Residential
Municipal

Commercial
Irrigation Well Drilling

Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

Over 30 years of experience

A5
19

/14
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F

R

US
SELL’ S

WELL DRILLING
731-415-6550

Russell Basford, Owner

P.O. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201
russell.drilling@hotmail.com

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

J & L Hauling
731-435-9322

MCKenzie and surrounding areas
Licensed and insured

Scrap/junk removal • Light construction
We offer mulch, gravel, sand and top soil • Painting

Tractor Work - bush hogging, tilling, grading • Tree clean up

A6
18

1/3
5-

TF

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Business Directory
Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

SEPTIC PUMPING
731-234-6012

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Backhoe • Trenching • Gas Piping • Septic Pumping • Pipe Water 
Heaters • Well Tanks • Valves • Fittings • Faucets

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF 

INVENTORY FOR THOSE 
AFTER HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

TOLBERT
Plumbing & Electric

7-4

CALL 731.352.3323

ADVERTISE
in the area’s largest circulated newspaper.

$20.00
MINIMUM 
4 WEEKS

ONLY

Need Something? 
We can do it!

Need business cards, 
multi-part forms, name 
badges, canvas portraits 
or campaign signage?

We can print it all in-house.

 

Weekly Crossword

Week 9 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Home of Iowa State University
  5. __-fi  (slang)
  8. Mottled green and yellow fruit
 12. Capable of thinking and 
expressing oneself clearly
 14. Sports broadcaster Eagle
 15. Midday
 16. Kinsmen
 18. Cable network
 19. Simpleton
 20. Brunch beverage
 21. Fed
 22. European capital
 23. Native inhabitants
 26. Mechanical device
 30. Rare geese native to Hawaii
 31. Bedroom furnishing
 32. The products of human 
creativity
 33. Mass transit option
 34. Made a mistake 
 39. Sacred sound symbol
 42. Large N. American reindeer
 44. Dull and fl at
 46. Partner to huffi ng
 47. Written works
 49. Monetary unit of Serbia
 50. Midway between east and 
southeast
 51. Peninsula of southwestern Asia
 56. Widely used multiuser OS
 57. Aggressive dog
 58. Varnished
 59. Hindu queen
 60. Time units, abbr.
 61. Farm animals
 62. Capital of Latvia
 63. Where golfers begin
 64. Takes to civil court

CLUES DOWN
  1. One who graduated
  2. An inspired holy person
  3. Electronic counter-

countermeasures
  4. A place to store things
  5. Indian instrument
  6. Spanish saloon
  7. Whole number
  8. Not fastened
  9. Gives a boost
 10. Lounges about
 11. Interested in
 13. Remove salt
 17. Type of sword
 24. Naturally occurring solid 
material
 25. Gets involved without being 
invited
 26. Feline
 27. Bobby __, NHL champ
 28. “Kill Bill” actress Thurman
 29. Hawaiian dish

 35. Moroccan coastal region
 36. Baseball statistic
 37. Long period of time
 38. Moved earth
 40. Central Netherlands city
 41. Take stock of
 42. Central processing unit
 43. Distinctive qualities one 
generates
 44. Getting stuck
 45. Loss of bodily movements
 47. Veranda
 48. Abrupt
 49. What cats do
 52. Expresses pleasure
 53. Type of cheese
 54. Professional STEM organization
 55. Automatic data processing 
systems

SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 8

Week 8 Crossword Puzzle Solution

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle 

will have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your 
pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 9

See solution in next week’s edition.

Color A Masterpiece

LEAP DAYLEAP DAY
FEBRUARY 29

Alice Coachman
Ann Lowe
Barbara Jordan
Bessie Coleman
Black History
Charles Drew
Dorothy Height
Ethel Waters
Gwendolyn Brooks
Harriet Tubman
Ida B. Wells
Jackie Robinson
Jane Bolin
John Lewis
Katherine Johnson
Mae Jemison
Maya Angelou
Minnie Riperton
Muhammad Ali
Rosa Parks
Ruby Bridges
Shirley Chisholm
Thurgood Marshall
Zora Hurston

Black History Word Search
 B L A C K H I S T O R Y A S M D K S
 A A R J O H N L E W I S L M U T A H
 V N U C G Q B S B C D U I I H Y T I
 P N B G W J E O A P O E C N A H H R
 A L Y A E A S J R W R T E N M A E L
 Z O B D N C S A B E O H C I M R R E
 O W R C D K I N A R T E O E A R I Y
 R E I N O I E E R D H L A R D I N C
 A F D O L E C B A S Y W C I A E E H
 H R G S Y R O O J E H A H P L T J I
 U O E I N O L L O L E T M E I T O S
 R S S M B B E I R R I E A R X U H H
 S A R E R I M N D A G R N T B B N O
 T P D J O N A J A H H S D O S M S L
 O A G E O S N M N C T L V N L A O M
 N R Q A K O I D A B W E L L S N N A
 D K X M S N A M A Y A A N G E L O U
 C S T H U R G O O D M A R S H A L L



mckenziebanner.com • The McKenzie Banner • McKenzie, Tenn. • Tuesday, February 27, 2024 • Page 9MATTER OF RECORD

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE

A7202/8-3

Sale at public auction will be on March 20, 2024 on or about 11 a.m. local 
time, at the East door, Carroll County Courthouse, Huntingdon, Tennessee, 
conducted by the Substitute Trustee as identifi ed and set forth herein below, 
pursuant to Deed of Trust executed by MIKE WINBUSH AND RACHELLE WIN-
BUSH, to Wesley D. Turner, Trustee, on January 18, 2004, at Record Book 
516, Page 84-99 as Instrument No. 99864 in the real property records of 
Carroll County Register’s Offi ce, Tennessee.

Owner of Debt: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR AMERIQUEST MORTGAGE SECURITIES INC., ASSET-BACKED PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2004-R3

The following real estate located in Carroll County, Tennessee, will be sold 
to the highest call bidder subject to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and encum-
brances of record:

Situated in the 11th Civil District, Carroll County, State of Tennessee, 
more particularly described as follows:

Being within the City limits of the Town of Huntingdon and on the East 
side of East Paris Street, bounded and described as follows: bounded 
on the North by Mary Katherine Hogan (now Mary Katherine West) (and 
Ellen Vawter) bounded on the East by the lands of the Carrol County 
fair association bounded on the South by Clark Street, and bounded 
on the West by East Paris street and being all the remaining property 
owned by the said Ernestine Norman Moody located on the East side 
of East Paris Street in the Town of Huntingdon. Description taken from 
previous deed of record.

Less and except the parcel of land conveyed to Joe Barker, Sr by deed 
dated September 3, 1999 and of record in Deed Book 300, page 435 in 
the Register`s Offi ce for Carroll County, Tennessee.

Being part of the same property conveyed to Rachelle Coleman Collier 
by Deed dated April 15, 1998 and of record in Deed Book 292, page 71 
in the Register`s Offi ce for Carroll County, Tennessee for further refer-
ence see quit claim deed recorded simultaneously herein. Deed Book 
319, page 980 R.O.C.C.T.

This conveyance is made subject to any applicable easements, build-
ing set back lines and restrictions which may be shown of record.

Tax ID: 073E H 00500 000353

Current Owner(s) of Property: MIKE WINBUSH AND RACHELLE WINBUSH

The street address of the above described property is believed to be 12960 
Paris St., Huntingdon, TN 38344, but such address is not part of the legal 
description of the property sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, 
the legal description referenced herein shall control.

SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S) RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.

THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER 
DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON 
ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THE SALE SET FORTH 
ABOVE. THE TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES OR FEES WILL BE 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PURCHASER. IF THE SALE IS SET ASIDE FOR 
ANY REASON, THE PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE ENTITLED ONLY 
TO A RETURN OF THE PURCHASE PRICE. THE PURCHASER SHALL HAVE 
NO FURTHER RECOURSE AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE, OR THE 
TRUSTEE. OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: FOUNDATION FINANCE COMPANY 
LLC THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

If applicable, the notice requirements of T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.

All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead 
are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust, but the undersigned will sell and 
convey only as Substitute Trustee.

If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS, the State of Tennessee Department 
of Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of Labor or Workforce 
Development are listed as Interested Parties in the advertisement, then the 
Notice of this foreclosure is being given to them and the Sale will be subject 
to the applicable governmental entities’ right to redeem the property as re-
quired by 26 U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. §67-1-1433.

This property is being sold with the express reservation that the sale is sub-
ject to confi rmation by the lender or trustee. If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only to a return of the 
purchase price. The Purchaser shall have no further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

MWZM File No. 23-000125-671-2

Mackie Wolf Zientz & Mann, P.C., Substitute Trustee(s)
COOL SPRINGS COMMONS, SUITE 273
7100 COMMERCE WAY, BRENTWOOD, TN 37027
TN INVESTORS PAGE: HTTP://MWZMLAW.COM/TN_INVESTORS.PHP

WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the covenants, 
terms and conditions of a Deed of Trust dated March 21, 2019, executed 
by FRANK W. McCORD and ELIZABETH A. McCORD conveying certain 
real property therein described to HOLMES RICH AND SIGLER, as 
Trustee, as same appears of record in the Register`s Offi ce of Carroll 
County, Tennessee recorded March 28, 2019, in Deed Book 677, Page 
1105; and

WHEREAS, the benefi cial interest of said Deed of Trust was last 
transferred and assigned to Tennessee Housing Development Agency 
who is now the owner of said debt; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned,Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, having been 
appointed as Substitute Trustee by instrument to be fi led for record in 
the Register&#39;s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee.

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the entire indebtedness 
has been declared due and payable, and that the undersigned, Rubin 
Lublin TN, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his duly appointed agent, by 
virtue of the power, duty and authority vested and imposed upon said 
Substitute Trustee will, on April 9, 2024 at 3:00 PM at the Front Steps 
of the Carroll County Courthouse, Huntingdon, Tennessee, proceed to 
sell at public outcry to the highest and best bidder for cash or certifi ed 
funds ONLY, the following described property situated in Carroll County, 
Tennessee, to wit:

ALL THAT PROPERTY SITUATE IN THE COUNTY OF CARROLL AND STATE 
OF TENNESSEE DESCRIBED AS:

BEGINNING AT A STAKE IN THE WEST MARGIN OF AN UNNAMED COUNTY 
BLACKTOP ROAD (SAID MARGIN BEING 17.5 FEET FROM THE CENTER), 
SAID STAKE BEING 807.5 FEET NORTHWEST OF THE CENTER OF THE 
STEWART BLACKTOP ROAD; THENCE SOUTH 73 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 
46 SECONDS WEST 187 FEET TO A STAKE; THENCE SOUTH 42 DEGREES 
52 MINUTES 6 SECONDS EAST 190 FEET TO A STAKE; THENCE NORTH 
41 DEGREES 30 MINUTES EAST 170 FEET TO A POINT IN THE WEST 
MARGIN OF SAID BLACKTOP ROAD; THENCE NORTH 44 DEGREES WEST 
90 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. BEING THE SAME PROPERTY 
CONVEYED TO FRANK W. MCCORD AND WIFE, ELIZABETH A. MCCORD 
BY DEED OF LARRY WOOD AND BARBARA WOOD TOLLEY AND OF 
RECORD IN DEED BOOK 387, PAGE 524, IN THE REGISTER`S OFFICE OF 
CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE.

Parcel ID: 100-038.02

PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address of the property is believed to be 
110 GLOVER ST, ATWOOD, TN 38220. In the event of any discrepancy 
between this street address and the legal description of the property, the 
legal description shall control.

CURRENT OWNER(S): FRANK W MCCORD, ELIZABETH A. MCCORD 

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT, TENNESSEE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (“THDA”)

The sale of the above-described property shall be subject to all 
matters shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive 
covenants, easements or set-back lines that may be applicable; any 
prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fi xture 
fi ling; and to any matter that an accurate survey of the premises might 
disclose. This property is being sold with the express reservation that 
it is subject to confi rmation by the lender or Substitute Trustee. This 
sale may be rescinded at any time. The right is reserved to adjourn the 
day of the sale to another day, time, and place certain without further 
publication, upon announcement at the time and place for the sale set 
forth above. All right and equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, 
homestead, and dower are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust, 
and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned will sell and 
convey only as Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold as is, where is, 
without representations or warranties of any kind, including fi tness for a 
particular use or purpose.

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute Trustee
3145 Avalon Ridge Place, Suite 100
Peachtree Corners, GA 30071
rlselaw.com/property-listing
Tel: (877) 813-0992
Fax: (470) 508-9401

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE 
TRUSTEE’S SALE

A7202/9-3

The City of McKenzie is seeking sealed bids 
to (Bid 1) replace, (Bid 2) refurbish, existing 
well pump head. Property located corner of 
217 E. Walnut St & Pine St., across from City 
of McKenzie Water Department.

SEEKING BIDS
CITY OF McKENZIE

A1/9-1

HUNTINGDON (Feb-
ruary 21) — The following 
cases were heard in Carroll 
County General Sessions 
Court on February 21.

Ronda Dotts, Clearview 
Avenue, Trezevant, bound 
over to the Grand Jury of the 
Circuit Court on a charge of 
Schedule II Drugs, Manufac-
ture, Deliver, Sell or Possess; 
Meth - Manufacture, Deliver, 
Sell or Possess; Drug Para-
phernalia possession.

Amanda Farlow, Atwood 
Street, Trezevant, bound 
over on charges of Aggra-
vated Child Abuse/Neglect/
Endangerment; Schedule 
II Drugs- Manufacture, De-
liver, Sell or Possess; Meth 
- Manufacture, Deliver, Sell 
or Possess; Drug Parapher-
nalia possession.

Matthew Parker, Smyrna 
Road, Huntingdon, bound 
over on Violation of Sexual 
Offender Registry; Violation 
of Community Supervision 
for Criminal Offense.

The following cases re-
sulted in a guilty plea or 
finding.

Alice Allen, Bradford 
Highway, Rutherford, guilty, 
Possession of Drug Parapher-
nalia, $1000 fine, probation, 
forfeit Ruger .380 pistol; dis-
missed, Unlawful Posses-
sion of Weapon; dismissed, 
Schedule II Drugs - Manufac-
ture, Deliver, Sell or Possess.

Nathan Boone, Connell 
Drive, South Fulton, guilty, 
Driving While Suspended, 
$50 fine, probation; dis-
missed, Display of Registra-
tion Plates Violation.

Mary Shantel Christman 
College Street, Bruceton, 
guilty, Disorderly Conduct, 

time served, surrender dog 
to Humane Society; dis-
missed, Livestock Running 
at Large.

Joseph Cozart, McCad-
ams Road, McKenzie, guilty, 
Probation Violation, 60 days 
jail, supervised probation.

Amanda Farlow, Atwood 
Street, Trezevant, guilty, 
Probation Violation.

Amanda Fuller,  Fair-
view Street, Paris, guilty, 
Simple Possession/Casual 
Exchange, $250 fine, su-
pervised probation, time 
served.

Jerry Devon Hilliard, Hill-
court, Huntingdon, guilty, 
Leave Scene of Accident, 
sentence to run concurrent 
with Circuit Court sentence; 
dismissed, Theft of Property; 
dismissed, Driving While 
Suspended-Second or Sub-
sequent Offense; dismissed, 
Driver Failed to Exercise Due 
Care; dismissed, Violation of 
Financial Responsibility.

Timothy Alen Hough, 
College Street, Bruceton, 
guilty, Livestock Running at 
Large, agrees to surrender 
the dog to Humane Society, 
probation.

Robert Dale Hunter, Red 
Williams Road, Huntingdon, 
guilty, Sexual Offender Reg-
istration Violation; 30 days 
jail; probation.

Eric Inman, Rowland 
Avenue, Bruceton, guilty, 
Public Intoxication, 30 days 
jail - suspended, $25 fine, 
probation.

Christopher Johnson, 
Roy Fields Road, Bruceton, 
pre-trial diversion, Crim-
inal Littering, $100 fine, 
probation.

Matthew Rigney, Wash-

ington Avenue, Camden, 
guilty, Probation Violation.

Charles Robbins, McK-
elvy Road, Camden, guilty, 
Evading Arrest, 180 days 
jail concurrent with Benton 
County sentence.

Summer Nicole Simmons, 
guilty, Driving While Can-
celed, $100 fine, probation, 
must obtain a driver’s li-
cense; dismissed, Speeding.

Marquez Tharpe, High-
way 219, Huntingdon, guilty, 
DUI-First Offense, $350 fine, 
48 hours jail, probation, DUI 
School required, not to drive 
for one year.

Devin Charles Wagner, 
Hamilton Street, McKenzie, 
guilty, Violation of Sexual 
Offender Registry, $1,000 
fine, 10 days jail, probation.

Gabriel Zandus Williams, 
Holmes Mill Road, Hunting-
don, pre-trial diversion, Sim-
ple Possession, $250 fine, 
probation.

Drug Violations — Ronnie 
Glenn Smith, 56, who is from 
Hollow Rock, but is home-
less, was charged with Pos-
session of Schedule II Meth-
amphetamine, Possession of  
Schedule VI (Marijuana) and 
Possession of Drug Parapher-
nalia on Feb. 16 following a 
traffic stop by Deputy Chance 
Townes.

Townes did a traffic stop at 
480 Ephesus Church Rd. on 
a green Dodge Ram truck for 
headlight damage and the tag 
being expired.

When the deputy searched 
the truck he found three sy-
ringes, a small bag of mari-
juana and a small baggy with 
methamphetamine.

Burglary — On Feb. 16 a 
burglary was reported by Jay 
Lynn Hawks of 13076 High-
way 77, Huntingdon at his 
residence.

Deputy Bradley R. Hardin 
reported Hawks and his wife 
had returned from Memphis 
after an overnight stay and 
found their house had been 
broken into with numerous 
items taken. 

The back door glass had 

been broken and the door 
was unlocked. Hawks said a 
1950 Model Winchester 30/30 
rifle was missing as well as old 
currency, coins and gold jew-
elry. The total value of miss-
ing items were estimated at 
$4,000. The damage to the rear 
door was estimated at $1,200. 

An office and bedroom had 
been ransacked, but no other 
rooms in the house had been 
bothered.

Assault — Tyshawn Mar-
quez Roberson,  21, of At-
wood, was charged with Do-
mestic Assault and Assault 
Against a First Responder on 
Feb. 19 following an incident 
in Atwood.

Deputies Jeremy Smith 
and Dillon Crowe answered 
a domestic assault call to 290 
Brooks Rd. where they found 
the victim sitting on the front 
steps crying. She said Rober-
son shoved her around the 
house and threw her out the 
front door.

Roberson came out the 
door, yelling at the victim 
and told the deputies to get 
off his property. The report 
said he became aggressive 

and uncooperative. He re-
treated into the house and 
towards his bedroom where 
he had a handgun on top of 
the bed. He threw his elbow 
backwards, striking Officer 
Crowe in the mouth, causing 
an injury to his tongue.

Aggravated Criminal Tres-
passing — Kaitlynn Webb, 23, 
of Union City was charged 
with Aggravated Criminal 
Trespassing, Vandalism and 
Simple Assault after threats 
and coming onto the victim’s 
property in Atwood.

Deputy Ryan W. Hamilton 
investigated an assault at that 
residence on Feb. 19. The vic-
tim told the deputy that four 
females parked at the Up-
Front storage buildings across 
the road, trying to provoke a 
fight. Then the females came 
onto her property to fight. 

Webb did assault the victim 
and committed vandalism by 
breaking the bottom glass on 
the screen door. There have 
been numerous texts on so-
cial media between the two 
parties and verbal arguments.

* Brian Christopher Boyd, 
44, of Somerville to Stacy 

Leann McLean Wilson, 36, 
of Jackson.

Shoplifting — Wendy 
Love Calderon, 49, Highway 
124, McKenzie was charged 
with Theft-Shoplifting after 
an incident on February 24.
Officer Kyle Beauchamp tool 
a report from the manager of 
Liquorland, who stated Cal-
deron hid a bottle under her 
jacket and did not pay for it.

Driving Under the In-
fluence - Second Offense 
— Eva M. Hooshmand, 
60, Reese Road, Eva, was 
charged with DUI-Second 
Offense on February 22.
Officer Sean Beck and other 
MPD officers responded to 
a wreck near the Regions 
Bank, where a car crashed 
into the curb. The officers 
determined Hooshmand 
was under the influence 
after conducting a field so-
briety check. She was trans-
ported to Carroll County Jail 
and held without bond. 

Failure to Appear  — 
Brandon P. Westphal, 38, 
Magnolia Avenue, McK-
enzie, was arrested on a 
charge of Failure to Ap-
p e a r  o n  Fe b r u a r y  2 2 .
Officers Austin Jones, Tim-
othy Dillon, and Sean Beck 
served the warrant on West-
phal at his house. He was 
arrested without incident.

Driving Unregistered 
Vehicle, Simple Posses-
sion — Janeya Jackson, 21, 
Jackson, Tenn., and Sequia 
Polk, Tuscumbia, Alabama, 
were charged following a 
traffic stop on February 22.
Officer Dalton Raspberry 
stopped Polk’s vehicle be-
cause the vehicle did not 
have a license plate. Polk 
said she had just bought 
the car, and the registration 
was in the mail. A comput-
er check indicated it was 
registered to the previous 
owner. Officer Raspberry 
smelled marijuana, and Polk 
admitted to possession. The 
passenger, Jackson, was also 
charged with possession af-
ter a green leafy material was 
found in a backpack.

Driving on Revoked, 
Seatbelt — Robert Donald 
Lovell, 42, Hollow Rock, 
was charged with Driving 
on a Revoked License - 
Due to DUI and Seatbelt 
Violation on February 20.
Officer Sean Beck stopped 
Lovell’s vehicle after observ-
ing Lovell without the seat-
belt in use. A check of his 
license revealed the revoked 
status. He was transported 
to Carroll County Jail and 
the vehicle was impounded.

Driving on Revoked 
— John L. Johnson, Jr. , 
47, Oaklawn, McKenzie, 
was charged with Driv-
ing on a Revoked License 
for DUI- Second Offense.
Officer Sean Beck observed 
Johnson drive past the offi-
cer as he was finishing an-
other traffic stop. Beck was 
aware of Johnson’s license 
status. When Officer Beck’s 
patrol car approached, John-
son and his wife changed 
seats. Officer Beck walked 
up to the passenger side and 
ordered Mr. Johnson from 
the vehicle and arrested. The 
vehicle was impounded.

C r i m i n a l  T r e s p a s s 
— Clinton Hoard, Ran-
dle Street, McKenzie, was 
charged with Criminal 
Trespass on February 25.
Officer Darren Davis filed 
a report stating Hoard en-
tered AHC-McKenzie nurs-
ing home after beating on 
the door for entry, and told 
staff members he was there 
to visit a family member. He 
was escorted from the build-
ing and refused to leave, 
again banging on the front 
door. He was transported 
to Carroll County Jail and 
placed under a $500 bond.

Eric A. Chambers to Char-
lotte Ladawn and Braden-Al-
len. District 21.

Donald H. Finch as Trustee 
to Phillip M. Naran. District 10.

Dawnell Gentry to William 
and Dawn Burnett, No Dis-
trict Listed.

Ida Virginia Rhea to Judy 
M. and Wayne H. Brackeen. 
No District Listed.

Wayne and Judy Brackeen 
to Ida Virginia Rhea. No Dis-
trict Listed.

Jennifer Carter Rogers as 
personal representative to 
Susan Carter Lawrence. Dis-
trict 11.

Stephen L. Hughes as Sub-
stitute Trustee to Marvin E. Al-
exander as Trustee. District 2.

Stephen L. Hughes as Sub-
stitute Trustee to Marvin E. Al-
exander as Trustee. District 4.

Johnnie Ingram to Johnnie 
Ingram. No District Listed.

M Land Inc. to Brian Keith 
and Lee Anne Smith. Dis-
trict 11.

Michael T. Nordengren to 
Ronda and Aaron Fitzgerald 
as Trustees. District 6.

Johnnie Ingram to Johnnie 

Ingram. No. District Listed.
Steven Morton to B & T 

Rentals Limited Liability 
Company. District 4.

Ashley T. Cook to Logan 
Tyler Wilburn. District 11.

Patricia Maharrey to Ma-
harrey Revocable Trust dated 
Feb. 6, 2024. District 6.

Kent Jones as Trustee to 
EPHTN, LLC. District 17.

Joyce B. Gearin to Joyce B. 
Gearin as Trustee of the JB 
Mission Trust. District 4.

Jonathan R. Sullivan to 
Johnny Ray Sullivan. No Dis-
trict Listed.

Walter M. and Lillie B. 
Harr to NTCH-West Tenn 
Inc. District 6.

Roger and Connie Bird-
well to NTCH-West Tenn 
Inc. District 6.

W. Kent Jones as Trustee 
to KLP Investments LLC and 
CPHTN, LLC. District 11.

Mary Elizabeth Davis to 
Mary Elizabeth Davis. Dis-
trict 10.

Susie Crook to Rebecca 
Bouchard. No District Listed.

Brock and Scott as Substi-
tute Trustee to Ameris Bank. 
District 4.

Bonnie Orr Brotherton 
(Now Bonnie Orr Brotherton 
Bass) to Michael Ray Bass. 
District 11.

Deutsche Bank National 
Trust Company as Trustee to 
American Muscle Holdings, 
LLC. No District Listed. 

David Michael Crocker 
to David Michael Crocker. 
District 5.

Alice McKee to Alice McK-
ee. District 6.

Alice McKee to Gene Wil-
liams. District 6.

Carroll County General Sessions Court

Carroll County Sheriff’s Reports

Property Transfers

McKenzie Police Reports

Revoked License — Jeffrey 
Dean Goble, 61, of Hunting-
don was charged with Driv-
ing on Revoked Driver’s Li-
cense by Officer Brad Allen 
on Feb. 13. According to 
a report filed by Allen, he 
stopped a vehicle on Buena 
Vista Road for speeding 55 
in a 35 mile zone. While on 
the traffic stop, the officer 
ran a computer check on 
Goble’s driver’s license and 
confirmed the license was 
suspended. Goble was issued 
a citation in General Sessions 
Court first offense of driving 
on a suspended license and 
speeding.

D i s o r d e r l y  C o n d u c t , 

Public Intoxication — Jen-
nifer Hopper, 38, of Memphis 
was charged with Disorderly 
Conduct and Public Intoxi-
cation on Feb. 19 due to an 
incident at Baptist Memorial 
Hospital - Carroll County.

At 2:18 p.m. Investigator 
Joey Hedge and Lt. Brad Al-
len were dispatched to the 
hospital where the staff ad-
vised they had asked Hopper 
to leave multiple times and 
she refused. Hopper then 
went to the parking lot and 
laid on the ground, scream-
ing and refusing to listen to 
the staff. She eventually ad-
mitted she was coming down 
from methadone.

Huntingdon Police Reports

Marriage Licenses
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McKENZIE (February 25) 
— On Sunday, the state fi-
nalist Rebel football team 
was recognized for their phe-
nomenal season. Mayor Ryan 
Griffin made a proclamation 
dedication February 25 McK-
enzie Rebel Football Day. 
This team’s seniors broke 
the record of most wins by 
a class with 50 wins. There 
were multiple people recog-
nized for awards presented 
for a variety of different traits 
and attributes. 

The All Region team was 
also recognized which con-
sisted of Brady Brewer, Jake 
Cassidy, KD Cunningham, 
Ace Fisher, Cameron Flippin, 
Dalton Hatley, and Colt Nor-
den. All Region kicker was 
given to  Stafford Roditis. All 

Region defenses MVP went 
to Drew Chappell. Tate Surb-
er received the All Region 
MVP. Honorable Mention: 
Skyler Fornera, Jacob Smith, 
Barry Swalley, Craegen Tra-
vis. Prep Zone All State KD 
Cunningham, Jacob Smith, 
Tate Surber. TN Sports Writ-
ers Association State Team 
Colt Norden. Jackson Sun All 
West TN first team Colt Nor-
den, second team Ace Fisher, 
third team Skyler Fornera. 

The following awards 
were presented at the ban-
quet Most Valuable Offensive 
back - Brady Brewer. Most 
Valuable receiver - Colt Nor-
den. Most Valuable Defensive 
back - Skyler Fornera. Most 
Valuable Linebacker - Drew 
Chappell. Best Offensive 
Linemen - Cameron Flippin. 
Best Defensive Linemen - KD 
Cunningham and Dalton Hat-

ley. Most improved - Martez 
Teague. Leadership Award 
- Drew Chappell and Ace 
Fisher. Special Teams Award 
- Stafford Roditis. Mr. Rebel 
Award - Tate Surber. David 
Long Academic Award - Staf-
ford Roditis. Gibbins Sports-
manship Award - Stafford 
Roditis. Philip Carter Most 
Inspired Award - Brady Brew-
er. Howard Nolan Team First 
Award- Ace Fisher. Kermit 
Holland Three D Award - Tate 
Surber and Jake Cassidy. 

The McKenzie football 
cheerleaders were recog-
nized. Most Spirit was given 
to Ava Warman. Most Im-
proved was Madeline Pewitt. 
Best All Around Cheerleader 
was - Ava Warman. Stunt 
MVP- Brett Toombs and Ava 
Jones. Sideline MVP - Abbi 
Young. Highest GPA - Ava 
Warman.

Left, All-Region Awards (L to R): Brady Brewer, Cameron Flippin, Jake Cassidy, Tate Surber, Drew Chappell, Stafford Roditis, KD Cunningham, Colt Norden and 
Ace Fisher.  Center, Region MVP Tate Surber.  Right, Defense MVP Drew Chappell. Photos by Gracie Aird/The Banner

McKENZIE HIGH SCHOOL

Cheer Awards (L to R): Ava Jones, Ava Warman, Brett Toombs, Abbie Young and 
Madeline Pewitt. Photos by Gracie Aird/The Banner

Banquet Honors 2023 Football

BY GRACIE AIRD
banner@mckenziebanner.com

Mc Ke n z i e  ( Fe b r u a r y 
24) — The Rebels came 
out ready; they started the 
game with a 13-0 run. McK-
enzie was just as fierce on 
the defensive end, holding 
Collinwood to only four 
points in the first quarter. 
With a few big plays from 
Stafford Roditis and some 
threes from Hayden Gar-
rett, the Rebels ended the 
first quarter up 24-4.

Tate Surber came alive 
during the second quarter 

scoring his first points of 
the night. Martez Teague 
added some points to the 
board with a few big plays. 
McKenzie got into some 
foul trouble late into the 
second quarter. The Rebels 
led 46-11.

Garrett started the third 
q u a r t e r  w i t h  a n o t h e r 
three-pointer. Collinwood 
hit two baskets. Surber and 
Roditis got an and-one and 
alternated scoring buckets 
the rest of the third quarter. 
McKenzie ended the third 
quarter up 68-25

Cordell Orgain hit the 

first five points of the fourth 
quarter. Landon Brown put 
a few more of his own on 
the board. Avery Brown 
ended the quarter with a 
three-pointer and another 
bucket to end the game up 
89-33. This win sends the 
Rebels to Houston County 
to play in the semi-finals. 

L e a d i n g  t h e  s c o r i n g 
was Roditis with 18 points 
followed by Surber with 
16. Cordell Orgain had 12 
points. Hayden Garrett had 
9 points. Martez Teague 
had 8 points.

Left, Tate Surber going up for a breakaway lay-up.  Right, Stafford Roditis 
hitting one of his multiple three-pointers of the night. Photos by Gracie Aird/
The Banner

Rebels Roll in Region
BY GRACIE AIRD
banner@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (Februar y 
23) — Perry County came 
out hot scoring the first 
five points of the quarter. 
McKenzie quickly retaliated 
with a basket from Madeline 
Gottshall and a three from 
Molly French. Another two 
points from French and a 
basket from Savannah Da-
vis gave the Lady Rebels 
their first lead of the night. 
Perry County held Davis to 
four points until the third 
quarter, which put her over 
her 2,000-point mark in her 

high school career. McKen-
zie ended the first quarter 
up 18-16.

Sophie Pate started the 
s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  w i t h  a 
three-pointer, which put The 
Lady Rebels up by five. McK-
enzie went into a slump and 
only scored one free throw 
from Gottshall. With less 
than a minute left, Charli 
Weatherford hit a three to 
end the half up 25-22.

Pe r r y  C o u n t y  st a r t e d 
the third quarter with a 
two-pointer, which cut the 
The Lady Rebel’s lead to 
one. Pate hit her second 
three of the night, stretch-
ing their lead. Davis broke 
free from her defense in the 
second half and alternated 
scoring baskets with Pate for 
the rest of the third quarter. 
Perry County was not ready 

to go home yet and went on 
a run and closed McKenzie’s 
lead to 45-41.

The Lady Rebels kept 
their energy going into the 
fourth quarter. Davis had 11 
points halfway through the 
fourth quarter while being 
triple-teamed at times. Mi-
kaela Reynolds had some 
crucial free throws along 
with Gottshall and a few 
baskets from Pate. McKen-
zie ended the game up 67-
57. This win sent them to 
Houston County, where they 
will play Wayne County in 
the semifinals on Monday, 
February 26 at 7:45.

Leading Scorer Savannah 
Davis had 28 points. Sophie 
Pate had 14 points. Mikaela 
Reynolds had 9. Madeline 
Gottshall had 8 points. Molly 
French had 9 points

Left, Savannah Davis hit her 2,000-point 
mark in her high school career.  Center, Mi-
kaela Reynolds hit her 1,500-point mark in 
her high school career.  Right, Sophie Pate 
knocked down one of her many threes in 
the third quarter.

Lady Rebels Advance in Region
Davis, Reynold 
Add Career 
High Marks

Over the weekend both the 
Huntingdon Fillies and the Mus-
tangs advanced in region play. 
Although familiar territory for 
the Fillies, the Mustangs moved 
forward for the first time in three 
years. Friday evening, the Fillies 
defeated Hickman County with a 
score of 62-33. The victory allows 
them to prepare for the Region 
6-AA semifinal matchup with East 
Hickman on Monday, February 
26. The Mustangs, now 11-19 for 
the season, are also preparing 
for their Tuesday night, February 
27, semifinal game against East 
Hickman after narrowly defeating 

Harpeth Hills, 68-62.
In their victory over Hickman 

County, the Fillies improved to 
25-5 for the season. They opened 
the game against Hickman with 
an 11-0 lead and led 35-21 at the 
half. With the start of the second 
half, the Fillies went on an 18-0 
run and never looked back in 
their 62-33 victory. Huntingdon’s 
scoring was led by Lilly Kee with 
23 points, including 13 of 14 at the 
foul line. Quinn Kelley followed 
with 12, Delaney Byars 9, Josey 
Stokes 6, Sara Beth Smith 6, Sin-
gleton 3, and Anna Beth Crews 3. 

B y  c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e  Mu s -

tangs stood at the foul line 41 
times, including 20 times in the 
fourth quarter, as the Harpeth 
Hills Indians struggled to pull 
the game even. The Mustangs 
led 16-10 in the first and 37-27 
at halftime. Although the Indi-
ans pushed the score to 44-41 in 
the third, Huntingdon outscored 
them 24-21 in the fourth quarter. 
Kenton Smith led the Mustangs 
with 24 points and 7 rebounds, 
followed by Caleb Ezell 14, Gra-
ham Bartholomew 9, Tycen Wil-
lis 7, Bryson Whiteside 7, Kaleb 
Pearson 5, Rayshaun and Braylin 
Dearmon 1.

Left, Huntingdon’s Delaney Byars shoots over the Hickman County 
defender.  Right, Mustang Caleb Ezell jumps past Harpeth Hills 
for another basket. Photos by Kathy Bush/The Banner

Fillies, Mustangs Advance
To Regional Semifinals
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“Success is to be measured 
not so much by the position 
that one has reached in life 
as by the obstacles which he 
has overcome while trying 
to succeed.”

— Booker T. Washington

Left, In 2019, retired teacher Geneva Bledsoe with former stu-
dents who were then MMS staff and faculty members. Pictured 
are (L to R) Front Row: Principal Dorethea Royle, teacher Paul 
Carroll, Bledsoe and teacher Mistee Cooper. Back Row: School 
nurse Vera Shipp, teacher Bess Toombs, school secretary Kar-
en Moore, teacher Gretchen Boucher, guidance counselor Lori 
Robertson and teacher Rebecca Jones.  Above, Geneva Bledsoe’s 
photo when she was a teacher at McKenzie Elementary School 
along with a recent photo.

M
c K E N Z I E 
—  G e n e -
va Bledsoe 
h a d  t h e 
best career 

and many precious mem-
ories of the many students 
she taught.

She now moves slower 
but still enjoys a car ride 
with her daughter, Jenni-
fer, who moved back home 
to live with her mom and 
is helping her celebrate 
100 years of life. The of-
ficial birthday was Tues-
day, February 20, but the 
celebration continued as 
cards, e-mails, and flowers 
continued to arrive in cel-
ebration of Mrs. Bledsoe. 
The goal was 100 cards for 
her 100th birthday. Jennifer 
said the cards, letters, texts, 
and flowers keep coming.

G eneva Bledsoe grew 
up in Haywood County as 
one of 13 children. Each 
child worked around the 
house or in the fields of the 
farm, where they worked 
as a sharecropping family; 
the young children went 
to a one-room school with 

grades 1-8 near Browns-
ville. The five girls had room 
and board near the school, 
but the eight boys had to 
walk five miles to and from 
the school. The boys had 
chores around the farm. 
While the walk was long, 
the boys were timely for 
their school arrival.

Je n n i f e r  B l e d s o e  wa s 
thrilled to tell her moth-
er’s story of challenges and 
triumph and the influence 
her mother had on so many 
children.

Jennifer enjoys driving 
her mom around and meet-
ing people. When she is 
out driving, people ask her 
about her mother. She en-
joys telling them, “Ask her; 
she is sitting right here.”

Geneva graduated high 
school and then attended 
Lane College in Jackson. Af-
ter just one year of college, 
Geneva started teaching 
and returned to Lane to 
finish her college educa-
tion. She taught at a little 
school known as Prospect, 
beginning in 1946.

It was Lane where she 

met her future husband, 
L.C. Bledsoe, who was also 
pursuing a career in edu-
cation. 

He graduated Lane in 
1950, and she graduated 
in 1951.  

We b b  S c h o o l ,  a  R o s -
enwald school  for  Afri-
can Americans located in 
McKenzie, was the alma 
mater of L.C. After the two 
married,  Geneva taught 
Special Education at Webb 
School until 1966, when 
Webb closed and the Afri-
can American students all 
transferred to other pub-
lic schools in McKenzie, 
Huntingdon, Trezevant, 
Atwood, Clarksburg and 
Hollow Rock-Bruceton.

He later became the prin-
cipal  at  Trezevant High 
School. The couple had two 
children, Jennifer and her 
older sister, Melba Tucker. 
L.C. died in 1985. 

Mrs. Bledsoe transitioned 
to McKenzie Elementary 
School, where she taught 
fourth grade English. In 
the summers, she taught 
at Head Start in McKen-

zie and art throughout the 
county. Her first class of 
fourth graders was the 1975 
graduating class. 

She taught at McKenzie 
until  1992 when she re-
tired. Her work continued 
at her local CME church 
and around her house. 

Jennifer said her mother 
loved teaching and certain-
ly loved her students. Each 
time a student gave her a 
gift, she kept a written re-
cord of the student and the 
gift. And, through the years, 
she has enjoyed seeing her 
students and chatting with 
them.

She was honored by her 
fellow retired teachers in 
2019  and again at McKen-
zie Middle School in 2020, 
close to her 96th birthday. 
On that day at MMS, the 
students showed their ap-
preciation to Mrs. Bledsoe 
and to Odell Pate, the oldest 
living black WWII veter-
an, who also attended the 
event.

One of Bledsoe’s elemen-
tary students at MES was 
Dorethea Royle, principal 

at McKenzie Middle School. 
During the 2019 event at 
MMS, Bledsoe was joined 
by her students, who were 
teachers or staffers at MMS 
at that time. Those were 
(as pictured above) Princi-
pal Dorethea Royle, teach-
ers Paul Carroll, Bledsoe 
and Mistee Cooper, school 
nurse Vera Shipp, teacher 
Bess Toombs, school secre-

tary Karen Moore, teacher 
Gretchen Boucher, guid-
ance counselor Lori Rob-
ertson and teacher Rebecca 
Jones. The group presented 
a bouquet of roses to Mrs. 
Bledsoe.

A  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  h e r 
birthday and her accom-
plishments was held at her 
church on Sunday, Febru-
ary 25. 

Celebrates 100th Birthday
Geneva Bledsoe

Geneva Bledsoe celebrated her 100th birthday on 
Tuesday, February 20. She is sporting a hoodie 
bearing the name of her college alma mater, Lane.

F
ebruary is a time to 
re cognize and pay 
tribute to all the con-
tributions people of 
color have made to 

society. 
It’s Black History Month, but 

history isn’t black or white and it 

isn’t just confined to one month 
out of the year. History is con-
stant, it’s being made every mo-
ment of every day; and we are 
all a part of it. Black history is 
American history.

Without Black inventors from 
our past, we wouldn’t have many 

of the conveniences we enjoy to-
day like blood banks, gas masks, 
pacemakers, three light traffic 
lights, refrigerated trucks, golf 
tees, clothes dryers, potato chips, 
peanut butter and more. 

Great minds and people come 
in all colors, shapes and sizes. 

The pursuit of equality, al-
lowed these great minds access 
to the critical tools needed to 
advance America in technology, 
in the space race and into mod-
ern day. 

There are several movies and 
documentaries available that 
convey the stories of “hidden 
figures” from history. However, 
Black history is more than a list 
of achievements. 

It’s a reminder of our past 
and hope for the future. It’s un-
derstanding that in our shared 
humanity we find more simi-

larities than differences. And 
in our small commu-
nities, we rely on 
each other. Our 
friends, neigh-
bors, classmates 
and people that 
smile at the gro-
cery store are all 
daily  reminders 
that life is better in 
full color. 

The Banner inter-
viewed local citizens for 
this special edition in an effort 
to highlight the hidden figures 
in our area.

Thank you to the people who 
shared their stories; and thank 
you to the local businesses and 
organizations that made this 
edition possible.
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O
n  F e b r u -
a r y  2 1 , 
2024, Cher-
y l  O g l e s -
by-Townes 
walke d up 
t h e  s i d e -
w a l k  t o 

McKenzie High School, not as a 
student as she did some 30 years 
ago, but as an honorary speaker 
for a program held at the school 
to commemorate Black History 
Month. 

“It ’s  not just  black histor y. 
It ’s  our  histor y,”  said O gles-
by-Townes. History in Carroll 
County for the Oglesby family 
runs deep. During the program, 
Oglesby-Townes said it was an 
honor to recognize names of 
notable local citizens who lived 
during the early history of the 
civil rights movement in Carroll 
County.

“I  realized that a lot of the 
names were members of my fam-
ily,” she said. 

For just over a year now, Cher-
yl Oglesby-Townes has served as 
the first black female director of 
the Northwest Tennessee Eco-
nomic Development Council. It 
is to her family’s legacy in the 
church that she attributes the 
foundation that led to her career 
and life successes. 

“My grandfather, Willie Eugene 
Oglesby was a minister, my great 
uncle James Stewart and aunt 
Sharon Oglesby were both min-
isters,” Oglesby-Townes said. “I 
didn’t get here on my own; it is 
His grace.” 

Oglesby-Townes graduated 
from McKenzie High School as 

an honor student. At the time, 
she said she didn’t know what 
she wanted to do, but knew she 
didn’t want to go to a four-year 
university. She wanted to go to 
business school, and she did, 
earning an administrative assis-
tant degree from West Tennessee 
Business College. 

Despite her previous reserva-
tions, she followed up her two 
year degree with a bachelor’s in 
management and organizational 
development from Bethel Uni-
versity.

“A quiet woman with a beauti-
ful spirit,” said Oglesby-Townes, 
“introduced me to the Head Start 
program.” That quiet woman was 
Lorice Hillsman, and that pro-
gram would become her life-long 
career.

Oglesby-Townes has served for 
nearly 32 years in the Head Start 
program, occupying positions as 
human resources coordinator, 
executive secretary, and Title VI 
program coordinator. 

On being named the agen-
cy’s executive director, Ogles-
by-Townes said, “I never thought 
it would happen for me, it never 
to occurred to me.” The agen-
cy had a vacancy for that job 
though, and she had already been 
asked to fill in temporarily as the 
interim director of Head Start by 
the outgoing council director, 
Don Ridgeway.

“If he felt confident in my abil-
ity to lead Head Start, I thought, 
why not  apply for  i t ,”  Ogles-
by-Townes said.

Cher yl’s  f irst  super visor at 
Head Start was a man named Eric 
Dupree, who would go on to be-

come the first African American 
to serve as the council’s executive 
director. 

“He was always supportive, 
encouraging, and he led me on 
the path to understanding the 
agency and how to get into it,” 
Oglesby-Townes said. 

Oglesby-Townes is proud of the 
work they do under the council. 
“We ser ve the disadvantaged 
population, supporting kids and 
encouraging with a positive in-

fluence,” she said. “Be good to 
people and treat them like you 
want to be treated.”

Oglesby-Townes said she is 
grateful for her career oppor-
tunities, and most of all for her 
family.  Cher yl Oglesby was a 
single mother of one daughter 
before she became Cheryl Ogles-
by-Townes in 2008. She married 
Jessie Townes, also a hometown 
resident of McKenzie, currently 
serving as vice mayor for the City 

of McKenzie. Together, Cheryl 
and Jessie formed a family, with 
children Breonna, Jessie, Jr. and 
Samantha, along with six grand-
children.

Cheryl’s mother, Dorothy was 
also a strong influence for her, as 
she too raised three children as a 
single parent, including Cheryl, 
her brother, Julius, and her sister, 
Shawna. “I don’t recall ever going 
without,” Oglesby-Townes said. 

Cheryl recalls working since 
high school in summer programs 
where she worked for places like 
the Park Theatre, in a daycare 
and at Walmart. “I worked a part-
time job with a full-time job,” 
she said.

This February, Oglesby-Townes 
not only celebrates Black History 
Month, she celebrates the  51st 
anniversary of the founding of 
Head Start and of the Community 
Action Network. These programs 
fall under the umbrella of the 
Northwest Tennessee Economic 
Development Council over which 
she presides. 

Oglesby-Townes said that the 
connection of that organization’s 
anniversar y and returning to 
McKenzie High School to speak 
at a presentation is symbolic of 
what Black History Month means 
to her. 

“It was an honor for me to re-
turn to my alma mater,” she said. 

L o o k i n g  f o r w a r d ,  O g l e s -
by-Townes has no plans to leave 
the community nor the council 
which she has dedicated much 
of her life’s work to. 

Oglesby-Townes said, “I love 
what I do, and I look forward to 
retirement.”

Allegion celebrates Black History 
Month and recognizes the hard 

work and dedica� on of all African 
Americans past and present. 

Do the right thing and serve others, not yourself are two of our core 
values at Allegion and have never been more important.  It’s our aim 

to act honorably and responsibly in everything we do, and we hold our 
employees at all levels to the highest standards.  Diversity and inclusion 

are important.  At Allegion, I expect that all people be treated with dignity 
and respect – no ma� er their race, ethnicity, gender, socio-economic 
status or any other personal characteris� c.   From CEO Dave Petra� s. 

“Diversity is not about how we diff er. Diversity is about 
embracing one another’s uniqueness.” -Ola Joseph

Republic Doors & Frames  /  Allegion
155 Republic Drive, McKenzie, TN 38201
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“My humanity is bound 
up in yours, for we can 

only be human together.”

— Desmond Tutu
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Cheryl Oglesby-Townes
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S
hirley Anita St. 
Hill  Chisholm 
w a s  b o r n  i n 
Brooklyn, New 
York to immi-
g ra n t  p a re n t s 

w h o  c a m e  t o  t h e  Un i t-
ed States from Barbados. 
Chisholm graduated from 
Brooklyn College and the 
Teachers College at Colum-
bia University. In 1968, she 
became the first Black wom-
an elected to the United 
States Congress and repre-
sented New York's 12th con-
gressional district for seven 

terms from 1969 to 1983. 
Early on in her Congres-
sional term, Chisholm was 
first assigned to the House 
Agriculture Committee. She 
soon found more relevant 
committee assignments that 
would better serve her con-
stituents, where she worked 
to expand the food stamp 
program and help to create 
the Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Wom-
en, Infants, and Children 
(WIC). Legislation she in-
troduced also focused on 
gender and racial equality, 

and ending the Vietnam 
War. In 1971, she became 
a founding member of the 
Congressional Black Caucus 
(CBC).

In the 1972 United States 
presidential election, she 
became the first Black can-
didate to seek a major par-
ty's nomination for Presi-
dent of the United States, 
and the first woman to run 
for the Democratic Party’s 
presidential nomination. 
After the unsuccessful bid 
for President, Chisholm con-
tinued serving in the House 
of Representatives. In 1977, 
she was elected as Secretary 
of the House Democratic 
Caucus. Chisholm retired 
from Congress in 1983, 
where she was succeeded 
by Major Owens. In 2015, 
Chisholm was posthumous-
ly awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom.

Source: The National Ar-
chives

Shirley Chisholm
(November 30, 1924 - January 1, 2005)

FIRST BLACK FEMALE CONGRESSIONAL MEMBER Color a Masterpiece

History is not just 
black or white, it is in full 
color, vibrant and being 
made every day. The 
people featured in this 
edition are proof that 
anything is possible with 
determination and hard 
work. We salute you.

— The Banner
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B
urlap bags 
may not be 
at the top 
o f  m o s t 
children’s 
Christmas 
l i s t  f o r 

shiny new toys, but these 
“grass sacks” provided fun 
play for young Willie Huff-
man, who rode along as 
his mother dragged him 
across a field on the bag she 
filled with cotton, picked 
by hand. As Huffman grew 
a little older, he would also 
find himself picking cotton 
from the fields, in addition 
to mowing lawns and haul-
ing hay at only 12 years old. 

“Young people need to 
work,” Huffman said. “It will 
help them decide what they 
want to do, or don’t want 
to do.”

Huffman worked outside 
of school through most of 
his early education. He be-
gan the first grade in an 
al l -black school  before 
integration at Henry Ele-
mentary School, and was a 
graduate of Henry County 
High School. 

“I loved it. I don’t know if 
it was because it was a small 
school, but I had no issues, 
in terms of race in the tran-
sition,” said Huffman, who 
lived with his parents, right 
across the street from the 
school. Huffman’s parents 

were born during the Great 
Depression, when there was 
little choice in the type of 
work they would be able 
to do, and they encouraged 
him to excel. 

As the only person in his 
immediate family to go to 
college, Huffman attended 
Bethel College in McKen-
zie, now Bethel University, 
graduating with a B.S. in 
Business Administration, 
and eventually earning a 
masters degree at Austin 
Peay State University, never 
underestimating the value 
of the work he had to put 
in to get there. 

Decades later, Huffman is 
getting ready to retire as the 
President for the McKenzie 
and Paris campuses of Ten-
nessee College of Applied 
Technology (TCAT).

While hard work is his 
first mantra for success, 
Huffman does not under-
estimate the value of the 
people who helped him 
succeed in his career. 

“You are in an interview 
every day of your life, and 
you never know who is 
watching or who they might 
be connected with,” Huff-
man said, fondly remem-
bering a businessman by 
the nickname of “Scooter” 
who took notice of Huffman 
early on, encouraging him 
to go to college and even 

giving him some books to 
prepare and a job while he 
worked his way through 
school.

There weren’t any avail-
able jobs right after gradu-
ation from Bethel, so Huff-
man took a factory produc-
tion job working for Atlantic 
Homes in his hometown of 
Henry, Tennessee, where he 
worked for the next 5 years. 
Again, it was a connection 
he made while attending 
Bethel College as a student 
that got him his first career 
position as a recruiter for 
Bethel. 

“You can’t do it on your 
own, no matter how smart 
or talented you are. It takes 
a lot of people’s help,” said 
Huffman.

After a l ittle over two 
years as a student recruiter 
for Bethel College, Huff-
man went to work at TCAT, 
working in several posi-
tions between the Paris and 
McKenzie campuses, from 
Financial Aid to Student 
Services Coordinator, and 
later Vice President of the 
Paris campus. 

Working in education was 
never a goal for Huffman, 
but he enjoyed working 
with the students and found 
opportunities to make a 
difference there. Huffman 
explained that when he was 
growing up, the four year 

university path was the only 
one presented to him that 
would allow him to excel 
in a career. 

“In the black communi-
ty, the push was to go to a 
traditional college,” he said. 
“The mindset back then 
was, technical schools, or 
vocational schools, were 
o n l y  c o n s i d e re d  i f  y o u 
weren’t capable of attend-
ing a four year university.”  
Today, Huffman explained, 
there has been a transition 
in that perspective based on 
a shortage of skilled trade 
employees in the workforce. 

“I wish more minority 
kids would get interest-
ed and be more informed 
about the opportunities 
available with a technical 
education,” Huffman said. 
“Plumbers, electricians, and 
welders are all needed, and 
are good paying careers. 
There are more options [for 
students] than ever.” 

Looking back on his ca-
reer, Huffman acknowledg-
es that he was the first in 
many categories. He was 
the first one in his family 
to graduate from college, 
the first black president at 
TCAT, and the first black 
county commissioner in 
Carroll County. Addition-
ally, he has served on the 
board of directors for both 
the Carroll  County and 

Henry County Chambers 
of Commerce. Huffman is 
also a graduate of WestStar 
Leadership and a former 
McKenzie City Councilman. 
However, he said he really 
doesn’t want recognition 
for his firsts or his career 
accolades. 

Huffman said he wants 
future generations to un-
derstand, “He is proof that 
it is possible, if you work 
hard.” 

Regarding his career ac-
complishments, Huffman 
said, “I like to think that I 
obtained these career posi-

tions based on my values, 
the way I carried myself and 
what I represent that people 
relate to.” 

His best advice to stu-
dents today is, “Don’t be on 
the defense. Present your-
self positively and hopefully 
people will be willing to 
judge your character rather 
than your looks,” and that 
“Nothing is given, you must 
earn it.”

Huffman is married to 
G l o r i a .  T h e y  h a v e  t w o 
grown children, Bryan and 
Heather, and two grand-
children. 

20405 East Main St., Huntingdon, TN 38344
731-986-2245
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During Black History Month,During Black History Month,
We recognize the myriad contributions and 

achievements of African Americans past and 
present whose hard work, vision and talent have 
made our country and the world a better place.

Willie Huffman

Ricky Price

Hard Work is the Key to Success

731-352-5364 ▪ www.tcatmckenzie.edu ▪ Like us on Facebook
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50 Years with Pepsi

I
n 1974, Ricky Price was 
a senior at McKenzie 
High School.  While 
many of  his  fel low 
graduates visited area 
colleges on their ‘ca-
reer day’, Price chose 
instead to visit Pepsi, 
based in Martin at the 

time.  In 2024, Price celebrates 50 
years at the family-owned Pepsi 
MidAmerica and as a graduate of 
McKenzie High School.

Price is slowing his workload 
with Pepsi, reaching the pinnacle 
of the company as vice president  
and Division General Manager of 
Western Kentucky and Tennessee. 
Price is a well-respected team 
member, who started as a route 
driver and advanced through the 
ranks. But today, Price will still 
perform any job necessary to 
accomplish the goal of excellent 
customer service.

Price is such an honored asso-
ciate, the Marion Illinois-based 
company named the Pepsi distri-
bution center in Paris in honor of 
Price. The dedication ceremony 
of the naming of the building was 
accompanied with a proclamation 
of Henry County Mayor Brent 
Greer naming the 2016 event as 
Ricky Price Day in Henry County.

Price is very humble in his ap-
proach to job titles. He says its all 
about customer service. That’s 
what he instills in the approxi-
mately 165 employees, serving in 

27 counties, who work with him. 
And Price thanks Harry Crisp, 
Jr., age 88, for providing a great 
opportunity and career for Price.

While in high school, Price said 
he worked at City Market, a small 
grocery on Waldran Street owned 
by H.B. “Swat” Scarbrough, who 
was also the mayor of McKenzie. 
He worked with co-workers Dan 
Bradfield, Harry Anderson, Ed 
Williams, Jerry Stafford, and Tom-
my Gwaltney at the little store. 

“Swat taught us to treat every-
one the same and appreciate their 
business,” said Price.  

He also worked part-time as a 
helper on a local Pepsi delivery 
route when he was 16 years old.

His work with Pepsi was based 
at the Martin, Tennessee Pep-
si location. He drove the truck 
and served customers, mainly in 
Huntingdon in the years 1974-
1989. Many of the products were 
still in glass bottles in the early 
days and required Price to deliver 
new product and gather the emp-
ty glass bottles for return to the 
bottling company.

Price is featured in the compa-
ny’s history book, that tells of the 
story of the Crisp family and their 
Pepsi bottling and distribution 
centers.

In the Pepsi MidAmerica histo-
ry book, it relates that Price was 
a respected employee and was 
one of the first African-American 
route salesman in a mostly white 

customers. 
Nonreturnable packaging be-

came a bigger part of the portfolio 
of Marion Pepsi in the 1970s. Cus-
tomers liked the convenience of 
cans and 32-ounce and 64-ounce 
Pepsi bottles. 

Regardless of his title and his 
hierarchy in the company, Price 
often is developing new custom-
ers, providing vinyl banners for 
non-profits or schools to advertise 
their events, or giving free product 
to a fund-raiser. 

“I enjoy people,” said Price. He 
now calls his job “a hobby.”

Price serves as vice-chairman 
of the McKenzie Industrial Board, 
and ser ves on the McKenzie 
Housing Authority Board, and 
was one of the founder of the new 
McKenzie High School Alumni 
Association, and serves in the 
Rotary Club of McKenzie.

His wife, Donna plans to retire 
soon from her healthcare job in 
Union City, said Price. He has one 
son, Ricky Price, Jr., who served 
in the military and now works 
in state corrections. He has one 
granddaughter, Autumn Price, 
who teaches school at Henry.

Price has three sisters and one 
(late) brother.

Left, a photo from the Pep-
si MidAmerica history book  
with the caption, "Route sales-
man Ricky Price." Above, pres-
ent day.
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W
i lma Glo-
d e a n  Ru -
dolph was 
one of the 
m o s t  i m -

pressive athletes to call 
Tennessee home. She was 
born to Eddie Boyd Ru-
dolph (1887–1961)  and 
Blanche Pettus Rudolph 
(1909–1994) on June 23, 
1940, in the Saint Bethle-
hem community just out-
side of Clarksville. Wilma 
was the twentieth of  22 
children from her father 
Ed Rudolph’s two marriag-
es. Her father, Ed, worked 
as a railway porter and did 
odd jobs in Clarksville until 
his death, and her mother, 
Blanche, worked as a maid 
in Clarksville homes.

Born premature, Wilma’s 
weight was 4.5 pounds. She 
was a sickly child, spending 
much of her early years in 
bed. Some of her ailments 
included double pneumo-
nia, scarlet fever and polio. 
At five years old, she con-
tracted infantile paralysis 
through the poliovirus. She 
recovered from polio but 
lost strength in her left leg 
and foot. 

Th e  re p e rcu ss i o n s  o f 
the virus forced Wilma to 

wear a leg brace until she 
was twelve years old. With 
little medical care avail-
able to African Americans 
in Clarksville in the 1940s, 
Rudolph’s parents sought 
treatment for her at the 
historically black Meharry 
Medical College in Nash-
ville. For two years, Wilma 
and Blanche made weekly 
trips to Nashville for treat-
ments to regain the use of 
her weakened leg.

As part of her therapy, 
she received at-home mas-
sages four times a day from 
her brothers and sisters. She 
wore an orthopedic shoe 
for support of her foot for 
another two years. Despite 
further attacks of whooping 
cough, measles and chick-
enpox, Wilma was out of 
her leg braces by age 9.

Initially homeschooled, 
she began attending second 
grade at Cobb Elementa-
ry School in Clarksville in 
1947, when she was sev-
en years old. She attended 
Clarksville’s all-black Burt 
High School,  where she 
excelled in basketball and 
track. In her sophomore 
year, Rudolph scored 803 
points, setting a record for 
high school girls’ basketball.

Ru d o l p h  h a d  a l re a d y 
gained some track experi-
ence on Burt High School’s 
track team. She was spotted 
by Ed Temple, Tennessee 
State’s track and field coach, 
who invited the fourteen-
year-old Rudolph to join his 
summer training program 
at Tennessee State Univer-
sity (TSU). After attending 
the track camp, Rudolph 
won all nine events she en-
tered at an Amateur Athletic 
Union (AAU) track meet in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Under Temple’s  guid-
ance, she continued to train 
regularly at TSU while still a 
high school student. Wilma 
raced at amateur athletic 
events with TSU’s women’s 
track team for two more 
years before enrolling at 
TSU as a student in 1958. 

When Rudolph was six-
teen and a junior in high 
school, she attended the 
1956 U.S. Olympic track and 
field team trials in Seattle, 
Washington, and qualified 
to compete in the 200-me-
ter individual event at the 
1956 Summer Olympics in 
Melbourne, Australia. She 
was the youngest member 
of the U.S. Olympic team 
and was one of five TSU 
runners to qualify for the 
1956 Olympics.

Ru d o l p h  w a s  d e f e a t-
ed in a preliminary heat 
of the 200-meter race but 
ran the third leg of the 4 × 
100 m relay. The American 
team consisted of Wilma 
Rudolph, Isabelle Daniels, 
Mae Faggs and Margaret 
Matthews, all of whom were 
from TSU. They won the 
bronze medal, matching the 
world-record time of 44.9 
seconds.

During her senior year 
of high school,  Rudolph 
became pregnant with her 
first child, Yolanda, who 
was born in 1958, a few 
weeks before her enroll-
ment at Tennessee State 
University. In 1959, at the 
Pan American Games in 
Chicago, Illinois, Rudolph 
won a silver medal in the 
100-meter individual event, 
as well as a gold medal in 
the 4 × 100-meter relay. She 
also won the AAU 200-me-
ter title in 1959 and defend-
ed it for four consecutive 
years. 

In 1960, Wilma quali-
fied for the summer Olym-
pics and set her mind to 
winning gold medals. She 
won thre e gold me dals 
and broke three world re-
cords. After tying a world 
record with her time of 11.3 
seconds in the 100-meter 
semifinals,  she won the 
event with her wind-aided 
mark of 11.0 seconds in the 
final. Similarly, Rudolph 
broke the Olympic record 
in the 200-meter dash (23.2 
seconds) in the heats be-
fore claiming another gold 
medal with her time of 24.0 
seconds. She was also part 
of the U.S. team that estab-
lished the world record in 
the 400-meter relay (44.4 
seconds) before going on 
to win gold with a time of 
44.5 seconds.

Sh e  b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t 
American woman to win 
three gold medals in track 
and field at the same Olym-
pic game. Her performance 
also earned her the title of 
“the fastest woman in the 
world.” Her performance 
in Rome cemented her as 
one of the greatest athletes 
of the 20th century.

Wilma returned home to 
Clarksville after complet-
ing a post-games Europe-
an tour. Returning home 
a n  O l y m p i c  c h a m p i o n 
Rudolph refused to attend 
her homecoming parade if 
it was not integrated. She 

won the Associated Press 
Female Athlete of the Year 
award in 1961. The follow-
ing year, Rudolph retired 
from track and field.

As Wilma explained it, 
she ret ire d at  the peak 
of her athletic career be-
cause she wanted to leave 
the sport while still at her 
best. She went on to finish 
her degree at Tennessee 
State University and be-
gan working in education. 
In 1961 Rudolph married 
William War; they divorced 
two years later in 1963. Lat-
er that year, she married 
Robert Eldridge, the father 
of Yolanda. Wilma and El-
dridge had four children 
together; Yolanda (1958), 
Djuanna (1964), Robert Jr., 
(1965) and Xurry (1971). 
They divorced after seven-
teen years of marriage.

A l o n g  w i t h  t e a c h i n g , 
she continued her involve-
ment in sports, working at 
several community cen-
ters throughout the United 
States. She was inducted 
into the US Olympic Hall 
of  Fame and started an 
organization to help ama-
teur track and field stars. In 
1990, Rudolph became the 
first woman to receive the 
National Collegiate Athletic 
Association’s Silver Anni-
versary Award. 

In 1981, she established 
and led the Wilma Rudolph 
Foundation, a nonprofit or-
ganization based in India-
napolis, Indiana, that trains 
youth athletes. In 1987, she 
was named director of the 
women’s track program at 
DePauw University  and 
served as a consultant on 
minority affairs to the uni-
versity’s president. In 1992, 
Wilma became a vice pres-
ident at Nashville’s Baptist 
Hospital.

In July 1994, Rudolph was 
diagnosed with brain and 
throat cancer. Her health 
rapidly declined. On No-
vember 12, 1994, she died 
at the age of fifty-four, at 

her home in Brentwood, 
Tennessee. 

Following her death, her 
life and legacy continued 
to be honored. In 1994, a 
portion of U.S. Route 79 
was named Wilma Rudolph 
Boulevard. A year later, the 
Wilma Rudolph Memorial 
Commission placed a black 
marble marker at her grave 
site in Edgefield Mission-
ary Baptist Church. In April 
1996, a life-size bronze stat-
ue of Rudolph was erected 
“at the southern end of the 
Cumberland River Walk 
at the base of the Pedes-
trian Overpass” at College 
Street and Riverside Drive 
in Clarksville.

On August 11, 1995, Ten-
nessee State University 
dedicated a new, six-story 
dormitory as the Wilma G. 
Rudolph Residence Cen-
ter. The building houses 
upper-class and graduate 
women. In 1997, Governor 
Don Sundquist proclaimed 
that June 23 be known as 
“Wilma Rudolph Day” in 
Tennessee. The December 
29, 1999, issue of Sports 
Illustrated ranked Rudolph 
first on its list of the top fifty 
greatest sports figures of 
the twentieth century from 
Tennessee.

*Originally published in 
The McKenzie Banner on 
March 7, 2023.

1740 East Cedar Avenue, McKenzie, Tenn. 38201
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“Never be limited by other
people’s limited imaginations.”

—Dr. Mae Jemison
First African-American female astronaut
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the achievements of yesterday’s African American 
leaders, athletes, entertainers, writers, artists 

and intellectuals. It’s also a time to focus on the 
achievements of today’s great African Americans.
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Carroll County Commissioner

Former McKenzie Councilman
President McKenzie Rotary Club

WestStar Class of 2019
E: jmartin@mckenziebanner.com

Jason Martin is a life-long 
resident of  McKenzie. He graduated
from McKenzie High School in 2000; 
earned a Bachelor of  Science in 
History from Bethel College in 2004;
a Masters in Education from Bethel
University in 2009 and a Masters in 
History and Humanities from Fort
Hays State University in 2011.

B.S.  •  M.A.Ed  •  MLS
Jason R. Martin

P: 731.352.3323

The McKenzie Banner
E: jmartin@mckenziebanner.com        By Jason R. Martin
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Celebrating McKenzie's oldest business and historical record

The Black Gazelle
Wilma Rudolph

Far left, Wilma Rudolph  was 
the first female to win three 
Olympic gold medals. Photo 
Courtesy Associate Press  Left, 
Tennessee State Universi-
ty track coach, Ed Temple, 
center, had six Tigerbelles, 
Wilma Rudolph, left, Isabelle 
Daniels, Willie B. White, Lu-
cinda Williams, Mae Faggs, 
and Margaret Matthews, 
compete in the 1956 Olympic 
Games. Photo Courtesy Jack 
Corn/The Tennessean.  Be-
low, Wilma Rudolph (right) 
winning her semifinal of the 
women’s 200-metre race at 
the Summer Olympic Games 
in Rome, September 5, 1960. 
Photo Courtesy Associate Press
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I
n a n  e xc l u s i v e 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h 
Coach Michael 
J a s p e r,  B e t h e l 
University’s head 
football coach, I 
gained invaluable 
insight into his 

journey and the profound 
significance of represen-
tation in leadership roles 
within the football industry. 
Coach Jasper shared his ex-
periences, challenges, and 
vision for a more inclusive 
future.

Jasper started playing 
football at four years old, 
laying the foundation for 
a remarkable journey that 
surpassed the typical tra-
jectory. His tenure in the 
sport extended far beyond 
the norm, culminating in a 
groundbreaking moment 
when he was drafted into the 
prestigious National Foot-
ball League (NFL) by the 
Buffalo Bills in the spring of 
2011. This pivotal juncture 
marked a personal triumph 
as Jasper also made history 
as the first-ever Bethel Wild-
cat drafted by the NFL.

Following the conclu-
sion of his playing career, 
Jasper’s enduring love for 
the sport naturally steered 
him toward coaching. As an 
assistant coach for Bethel 
from 2016 to 2018, Jasper 
honed his coaching acumen, 
eagerly awaiting the chance 
to serve as head coach. In an 
unexpected turn of events, 
the opportunity came in 
2019.

Reflecting on his journey, 
Coach Jasper acknowledged 
his challenges as an African 
American in football coach-
ing. He emphasized the cru-
cial role of representation 
in leadership, highlighting 
its pivotal contribution to 
societal progress.

I asked Coach Jasper if he 
could share his journey and 
experiences as a head foot-
ball coach and how it has 
shaped his perspective on 
the importance of represen-
tation in leadership roles.

“My journey has been an 
incredibly blessed one. Not 
many get the opportunity 
that I have, and I am grate-
ful; that being said, it is dif-

ficult in this field, especially 
for an African American. 
I think representation in 
leadership is extremely im-
portant to push us all, as a 
society”.

Jasper f irmly believes 
that his presence as a black 
leader in football is a source 
of inspiration for aspiring 
African American athletes, 
instilling a sense of visibility 
and belief in achieving suc-
cess. As a mentor, he aims 
to be an accessible example 
for aspiring coaches, regard-
less of race, emphasizing the 
importance of authenticity 
and mentorship in shaping 
future leaders.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of diversity in coach-
ing staffs,  Coach Jasper 

underlined its role in team 
success. He stressed the 
significance of recruiting 
and retaining individuals 
from various backgrounds 
to foster a culture of trust 
and unity within the team, 
ultimately contributing to 
individual and collective 
growth.

Beyond the football field, 
Coach Jasper highlighted 
the broader significance of 
representation in leadership 
roles across industries. He 
advocated for African Amer-
icans to have a voice and 
influence in diverse sectors, 
challenging stereotypes, and 
prejudices through positive 
representation.

Jasper’s coaching philos-
ophy is rooted in creating 

an environment conducive 
to success, prioritizing his 
players’ and coaches’ growth 
and development. His ini-
tiatives, such as “Manhood 
Mondays” and “High Five 
Fridays,” transcend the foot-
ball field, instilling values 
that empower his players 
in life beyond the game. He 
prepares his players to be 
leaders on the field and in 
the community.

Coach Jasper’s unwav-
ering commitment to fos-
tering diversity, inclusion, 
mentorship, and holistic de-
velopment has earned him 
prestigious accolades, in-
cluding the 2023 Mid-South 
Conference Male Coach for 
Significance award. This 
esteemed recognition cele-

brates coaches who exem-
plify outstanding teaching, 
ser ve as exemplar y role 
models, and exhibit dynam-
ic leadership qualities.

Jasper’s enduring legacy 
was solidified with his in-
duction into the 2023 Class 
of the Bethel Athletics Hall 
of Fame, a testament to his 
lasting influence and impact 
on the Bethel communi-
ty. Despite his numerous 
achievements, Coach Jas-
per remains dedicated to 
personal and professional 
growth, exemplifying an un-
wavering commitment to 
excellence and inclusivity 
that continues to inspire and 
uplift both within the foot-
ball industry and beyond.

MICHAEL 
JASPER

BETHEL UNIVERSITY'S

Champions Representation in 
Leadership Roles in Football, Beyond

BY DR. JOSH GREER  banner@mckenziebanner.com

Formerly known as Tiny Tots Daycare

Kiddie Kingdom

359 Park Street, McKenzie, Tenn. 38201
C: 731.358.7806 • O: 731.393.5014

CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

103 West Paris Street103 West Paris Street
Huntingdon, Tenn. 38344Huntingdon, Tenn. 38344

731.986.8284731.986.8284

We take time to honor the pioneers who fought for freedom 
and civil rights, so that future generations of African Americans 

could become the leaders we see today. We remember their 
struggle and sacrifice, and we honor their achievements. 
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His Legacy Still Lives On

D
r. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. 
was born in 
A t l a n t a ,  G A 
o n  J a n u a r y 

15th, 1929. He was one of 
the most important and in-
fluential Civil Rights leaders 
in the 1950s and 1960s. The 
cornerstones of his activism 
were based on non-violence 
and civil disobedience, both 
of which were inspired by his 
Christian faith and the teach-
ings of Mahatma Gandhi. 

He rose to prominence as 
a leader in 1955 during the 
Montgomery bus boycott 
when he was selected to 
take charge to desegregate 
the bus services. Afterwards 
he was elected the presi-
dent of the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC). From this position, 
he helped organize many 
Civil Rights movement ac-
tions.  The most famous 
being the 1963 March on 
Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom. It was then, on the 
stairs of the Lincoln Memo-
rial, that Dr. King delivered 
his famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech. He also won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1964, 
and in 1965 helped organize 
the Selma to Montgomery 
marches to advocate for 
Black voting rights.

His influence and impor-
tance came with a heavy 
price. The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s Counter Intel-

ligence Program (COINTEL-
PRO) began surveillance of 
Dr. King as FBI Director J. Ed-
gar Hoover believed him to 
be a threat to the nation. Part 
of the investigation was try-
ing to tie Dr. King to commu-
nism. The FBI even went so 
far as to write him a threaten-
ing letter, anonymous at the 
time. Dr. King believed the 
letter had implied for him to 
commit suicide.

In the later 1960s, Mar-
t i n  Lu t h e r  Ki n g  J r. 
turned his attention 
to poverty, cap-
i t a l i s m ,  a n d 
t h e  w a r  i n 
Vietnam. Dr. 
King wanted 
t o  o c c u p y 
Washington, 
D.C. for his 
P o o r  P e o -
ple’s  Cam-
paign but he 
unfortunate-
ly never got 
the chance. 
O n  A p r i l 
4th, 1968, at 
t h e  a g e  o f  3 8 , 
Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.  was as-
sassinated in 
M e m p h i s , 
Tennessee.

He was 
p o s t h u -
m o u s l y 
a w a r d e d 
the Pres-
i d e n t i a l 

Medal of Freedom and the 
Congressional Gold Medal. 
In 1986 President Ronald 
Reagan signed legislation en-
acting Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day, which created a nation-
al holiday on the third Mon-
day in January to remember 
Dr. King on his birthday. His 
legacy for nonviolent action 
and civil disobedience still 
lives on.

Source: The Na-
tional Ar-

chives

(January 15, 1929 - April 4, 1968)

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
The number of Black 

A m e r i c a n s  w h o  h a v e 
made contributions to the 
country and the world are 
innumerable. Here is just 
a brief cross-section of 
some of the trailblazing 
individuals worthy of rec-
ognition.

RICHARD ALLEN
Allen was a minister, ed-

ucator and writer based in 
Philadelphia. Allen found-
ed the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, which 
was the first independent 
Black denomination in 
the U.S. Allen was born 
into slavery, but bought 
his freedom in the 1780s. 
Because of restrictions 
dictating where Blacks 
could sit at church, Allen 
left to form his own.

BAYARD RUSTIN
Although Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr. is often cred-
ited with the 1963 March 
on Washington, it actually 
was Rustin who organized 
and strategized the event. 
Ruskin had controver-
sial ties to Communism 
and was a gay man, so 
he wasn't always publicly 
on the front lines of the 
Civil Rights movement. 
Nonetheless, his brilliant 
mind and innovative ideas 
helped serve his commu-
nity.

MEDGAR EVERS
Many people tirelessly 

contributed to the Civ-
il Rights movement, and 
Evers is one of them. Evers 
was a World War II veter-
an and later a civil rights 
leader in Mississippi. He 
became the NAACP's first 
field officer in that state 
and helped lead protests 
a g a i n st  s e g re g a t i o n  a t 
schools, public parks and 
more.

DOROTHY HEIGHT
Height is known as the 

"godmother of the wom-
en's movement." She used 
her experience in social 
work and education to 
advance women's rights, 
becoming a strong lead-
er in the Young Women's 
Christian Association and 
the president of the Na-
tional Council of Negro 
Women.

ARTHUR ASHE
Ashe was the first Black 

p l ay e r  s e l e c t e d  t o  t h e 
United States Davis Cup 
tennis team and the only 
Black man ever to win the 
singles title at Wimble-
don, the U.S. Open and 
the Australian Open. Ashe 
suffered a heart  attack 
during a tennis clinic, so 
he became a spokesper-
son for hereditary heart 

disease. Later, when he 
contracted HIV from a 
blood transfusion used 
during a heart surger y, 
he founded the Arthur 
Ashe Foundation for the 
Defeat of AIDS. Ashe was 
posthumously awarded 
the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom by President Bill 
Clinton.

KOBE BRYANT
The basketball  world 

mourned in 2020 when 
Bryant and his daughter, 
Gigi, tragically perished 
in a helicopter crash. An 
NBA star who won five 
c h a m p i o n s h i p s  a n d  a 
member of the gold-win-
ning U.S. men's Olympic 
basketball teams in 2008 
and 2012, Bryant also was 
an advocate for the home-
less. His Kobe and Vanes-
sa Bryant Family Founda-
tion sought to reduce the 
homeless population in 
Los Angeles.

MAE JEMISON
Jemison holds the hon-

or of being the first Black 
woman to orbit  space. 
She was on the shuttle 
Endeavour, and also is a 
physician and teacher. 
After leaving NASA, Jemi-
son founded the Jemison 
Group, which develops 
technological advance-
ments.

7 Influential Black Americans
GET TO KNOW
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T
oday, Bethel 
University is 
a  strong,  vi-
brant, and di-
versified cam-
pus because 

of Reverend Joel Rice’s de-
cision to break barriers and 
attend Bethel College. 

In the fall of 1961, Rice 
entered Bethel College as 
its first African American 
student. While his admis-
sion was not without con-
troversy, Joel Rice arrived in 
McKenzie, Tennessee from 
Muskogee, Oklahoma with-
out the fanfare that usually 
accompanied the integra-
tion process in the 1960s. 

He quickly led morning 
devotionals during “Spiritual 
Awareness Week,” and in 
1962 was joined on campus 
by the second and third Af-
rican American students. 
In 1964, the Cumberland 
Presbyterian General As-
sembly asked Bethel Col-
lege to broaden the scope 
of “its ministry by becoming 
open to all qualified peo-
ple, and that the Seminary 
be opened to persons of all 
races and denominations.” 

Integration of the institu-
tions was at that point both 
possible and legal within the 
policy of the denomination. 
On June 10th, 1965, Rice 
graduated from Bethel Col-
lege with a Bachelor of the 
Arts in English and enrolled 
in the Memphis Theological 
Seminary. He received an 
Honorary Doctorate of Min-
istry in 2022. 

Rice worked his entire 
life in service to others. He 
pastored his first church at 

the age of 18 and served 
c h u r c h e s  i n  Ke n t u c k y , 
Missouri, Tennessee, and 
Texas-all Cumberland Pres-
byterian Church in Amer-
ica (C.P.C.A.). He served 
as Executive Secretary of 
the General Assembly, Vice 
Moderator of the General 
Assembly, and Moderator 
of the General Assembly 
for the C.P.C.A. denomina-
tion. He gave counsel and 
advice, showed kindness, 
was a strong leader, and 
thoroughly knew his Bible 
and how to open its pas-
sages to those he served. 
He always taught self-re-

spect, inclusion, unity, and 
racial harmony. “In 1961, 
Reverend Joel Rice joined 
our family and became the 
first African American to 
attend Bethel. Thankfully, he 
opened doors in 1961 that 
changed Bethel’s legacy to 
one we can all be proud of. 
We are forever grateful for 
his role in making Bethel 
University the University 
it is today. He touched so 
many lives in his life and 
left us an example of a life 
we should all strive to model 
after.” -quote from Dr. Walter 
Butler, President Emeritus of 
Bethel University

JOEL RICE
BETHEL UNIVERSITY 2023 HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE

COURTESY BETHEL UNIVERSITY

REVEREND 

ZELLARS
BETHEL UNIVERSITY 2023 
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE

COURTESY BETHEL UNIVERSITY

P
ortia Morgan 
Z e l l a r s  i s  a 
d e d i c a t e d 
family mem-
ber, educator, 
a n d  c h u r c h 

and community volunteer 
who has spent her entire 
adult life pouring into gen-
erations of students in the 
public schools in Charles-
ton, Missouri.

She was a 16 year-old 
high school valedictorian 
in 1965 when she entered 
then-Bethel College, one 
of two African American 
female students to enroll. 
Portia was an education 
major and dedicated stu-
dent .  While  in  col lege 
she made a number of 
lifelong friends, includ-
ing her future husband, 
Clarence “Sam” Zellars. 
She was nearing gradua-
tion and had received a 
Peace Corps assignment 
to work in Africa when she 
attended a career fair on 
campus and met a Bethel 
alum/school superinten-

dent who was recruiting 
teachers. The 20 year old 
changed her career plans, 
and in the summer of 1969 
she moved to Charleston, 
Missouri, as a new wife 
and High School  Math 
Teacher.

Portia initially taught 
both math and English at 
Charleston High School, 
but she later was appoint-
e d Chairperson of  the 
Math Department.  She 
ultimately taught 44 years 
before retiring in 2005. She 
returned to the district in 
part-time roles for several 
more years to serve as a 
mentor for other teachers 
and as a Middle School 
Math Teacher. In her off 
time, she also worked as a 
Math Instructor at Shaw-
nee (Illinois) Community 
College.

Portia is as much a com-
munity servant as she is an 
educator. She joined Per-
ry Chapel A.M.E. Church 
soon after her arrival in 
Charleston. She has been 

Church Secretary for more 
than 40 years, and also 
ser ves  on the Steward 
and Stewardess boards, 
sings in the choir, partic-
ipates in the Lay Organi-
zation, and teaches the 
adult Sunday School class. 
Over the years, she has 
participated in the NAACP, 
volunteered with Meals 
on Wheels food delivery, 
and worked as a Summer 
Enrichment Leader and 
Afterschool Tutor to help 
students gain and main-
tain academic skills. She 
is currently completing her 
second term as a member 
of the Charleston Board of 
Education.

Portia and Sam have 
two daughters,  Tamara 
(Patrick) Buck and Cla-
rissa (Brian) Stith. Both 
followed their mom into 
careers in education. They 
also have two grandsons, 
Jerr y  (G enevive)  Buck 
and Patrick Buck Jr., and 
two great-granddaughters, 
Charlie and Morgan Buck.

Portia

A5404

In Memory of

Golena Puckett Golena Puckett 

Real Estate Developers

Corporation
ThePerkinsP

P.O. Box 490 • McKenzie, Tenn.

“Life is not a 
spectator sport. 
If you’re going 
to spend your 

whole life in the 
grandstand just 
watching what 
goes on, in my 
opinion, you’re 

wasting your life.” 

—Jackie Robinson

“We will all, at some point, encounter hurdles to gaining access and 
entry, moving up and conquering self-doubt; but on the other side is the 
capacity to own opportunity and tell our own story.”  — Stacey Abrams
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“Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die,
life is a broken winged bird that cannot fly.”

Langston Hughes

L
ula Mae Hall, 
the eldest of 
ten children, 
was born on 
N o v e m b e r 
10, 1928, to 
the late Da-

vid and Luella (Bell) Hall, 
in the small, mighty town of 
McLemoresville, Tennessee. 
She stems from a large family 
of ten: Joe David, Ruby Nell, 
L. C., Mary Virginia, Thomas 
Jefferson, Madeline, Richard 
Lynn, Linda Ann, and Pamela 
D. Later, Lula’s siblings in-
creased with the addition of 
four girls – one of whom was 
her niece, Evangeline, and 
three first cousins, Deatrice, 
Charlotte, and Lisa. Jesus 
Christ blessed their parents 
to raise them as their chil-
dren, too. Their family count 
included fourteen, but one 
brother died at birth. 

As Pamela voiced, “Our 
parents loved, nurtured, 
and raised all of us in the 
‘discipline, admonition, and 
instruction of God’ King 
James Version of the Holy 
Bible (Ephesians 6:4); and 
they emphasized the extreme 
importance of education to 
us all.” 

 Lula joined the Colored 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in McLemoresville 
as a young child, and she 
remained a faithful member 
until after graduating from 
college, teaching for several 
years, marrying, and moving 
to Kansas. She joined Saint 
Paul Presbyterian Church 
and provided dedicated ser-
vice to Christ there for over 
fifty years. Subsequently, she 
served as an ordained dea-
con and an ordained elder 
for many of those years, and 
president of the Presbyterian 
Women’s Organization, and a 
member of the Presby-Ads, a 
group of young adults. 

Later, she worked in many 
church service areas.

Lula completed her ele-
mentary education at Dun-
b a r  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l 
(grades 1-8) in McLemores-
ville. She walked to school 
daily, and many of her par-
ents’ white neighbors often 
stopped and welcomed Lula 
to come inside their homes 
and warm her hands and feet 
before continuing her stride 
to school. Too, she exhibited 
extraordinary educational 
knowledge and skills during 
her elementary years, Lula 
accomplished two grades 
- second and third - in one 
year. 

Pamela, a retired teach-
er herself who resides in 
Trezevant, said, “As a fami-
ly, we greatly admired this 
accomplishment, and had 
we known the term ‘child 
prodigy’ as it is spoken to-
day, that would have been 
our characterization of our 
Lula. We admired then and 
now how she always voices 
her strong opinions, stands 
firmly on those convictions, 

and refuses to be shaken by 
anyone – especially on politi-
cal matters. “Lula commands 
respect!”   

Next, she graduated in 
1946 from Webb High School 
of McKenzie and she ac-
quired her Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Education 
from A & I State University 
– now called Tennessee State 
University of Nashville. In 
1970, she earned a master’s 
degree of Health and Phys-
ical Education from Kansas 
State University in Manhat-
tan, Kansas. 

As Lula reminisces about 
her favorite teachers, she 
names Mrs. Mabel E. Nesbitt, 
Miss Ethel Seets, and Miss 
Selita Hyder at Webb. Fur-
ther, recalling her post-sec-
ondary years, she acknowl-
edges and thanks Mrs. Mat-
tie and Mr. Walter Flowers, 
who were instructors at the 
then-A & I State University 
in Nashville. They assisted 
her financially by providing 
work in their home for her 
to do to aid in the payment 
of her tuition and expenses 
through college.  

Pamela said, “I even rec-
ollect viewing and reading 
her problem paper, which 
was bound in a red hardback 
book and was required be-
fore she could take the thesis 
exam, pass, and graduate 
from Kansas State Univer-
sity with a master’s degree. 
Moreover, I first noticed it at 
my parents’ home after I had 
graduated from college, and 
perhaps, only then, because 
Lula had given it to our par-
ents for their safekeeping 
and as a thank you for their 
love and many sacrifices of 
making it possible for her to 
achieve this great triumph.”

At the onset, Lula’s em-
ployment in Kansas City 
transpired with the Kaw 
View Detention Center as 
a supervisor. In 1951, she 
began her teaching career as 
a physical education teacher 
and a girls’ basketball coach 
at Phelix High School in 
Marion, Arkansas. Later, she 
taught grades 9-12 Physical 
Education and served as a 
girls’ basketball coach at Lin-
coln High School in Forrest 
City, Arkansas.  Next, she 
taught 5th & 6th grades for 
two years at her high school 
alma mater, Webb School. 

In 1955, she married Her-
man Bounds, Sr., and they 
moved to Kansas City, Kan-
sas; her husband was a good 
family provider, working 
first at Swifting Meat Man-
ufacturing Company and 
later as a security guard at 
Southeast Middle School in 
Kansas City, Missouri, and 
as a security guard during 
the summer months at the 
swimming pool at Kansas 
City, Kansas, Board of Public 
Utilities. They have one son, 
Herman Bounds, Jr. (Rob-
in), who has retired from 
the United States Army, has 

earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Okla-
homa State University and 
Southeastern Oklahoma Uni-
versity, respectively; and has 
achieved his Ed. S degree 
from Walden University of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He 
has taught on the college 
level as an Adjunct Professor 
at Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University in aviation 
and as Deputy Director at 
Metro Technology Center – 
Oklahoma Aviation Campus 
of Technology. He currently 
works for the United States 
Department of Education 
in Washington, D.C., as the 
director of the Accredita-
tion Group, where he has 
worked for twelve years. Lu-
la’s husband, Herman Sr., 
transitioned in 1980. Lula has 
five beautiful grandchildren: 
Kimberly, Desiree (Aaron), 
Danielle, Damon (Jacki), 
and Gregory; and she has 
five precious great-grand-
children.

In 1960, she taught Phys-
ical Education in grades 7-9 
for eight years at Central Ju-
nior High School in Kansas 
City, Missouri. In 1968, Lula 
was asked to fill a position 

at Southeast High School 
(grades 9-12) to assist with 
integrating the school. There, 
she coached high school 
volleyball, basketball, and 
track; and she sponsored 
the Pep Club. Her track team 
always placed in the local 
and state competitions. With 
a big smile, she recalled the 
clippings and pictures from 
the newspaper in Kansas 
City, Missouri, and her home 
newspaper – The McKen-
zie Banner – with an article 
about a hometown girl, Lula 
Hall Bounds of McLem-
oresville, and her girls’ track 
team being Interscholastic 
League Champions. Lula was 
the first woman ever to win 
that award. For the 1974-75 
school year, Lula was named 
Track Coach of the Year. 

She retired in 1994 from 
the Kansas City, Missouri, 
School System, rendering 
thirty-four years of teaching 
service. Additionally, she 
worked as a substitute teach-
er for the USD 500 Kansas 
City, Kansas School System 
from 1994 – 2011 (seven-
teen years). Her son stated, 
“Mom’s philosophy has been 
that every child can learn if 

he/she works.”   
Her family esteemed Lula 

for her ability to travel the 
world – particularly at a time 
when it was deemed a rarity 
for African Americans. Her 
family could hardly wait for 
Lula to arrive home at Mc-
Lemoresville, during July, Au-
gust, or Labor Day weekend 
to share with them her fam-
ily travels. Pamela vocalized, 
“She not only told stories, but 
this teacher always made her 
adventures come to life with 
pictures and special media 
equipment for us to view and 
imagine ourselves traveling 
alongside her.” 

Lula has vacationed in all 
the states in the United States 
except Maine, Delaware, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont. 
She has traversed to Cana-
da, Australia, New Zealand, 
Mexico, Italy, Egypt, Prague, 
Germany, London, Paris, 
France, Puerto Rico, Haiti, 
Dominican Republic, En-
gland, Switzerland, Jamacia, 
Belgium, the Virgin Islands, 
and the Holy Land. What 
places our family were able 
to travel while merely sitting 
in our living room!”

On March 3, 1962, Lula 
joined the National Sorori-
ty of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc., 
where she is a charter mem-
ber of Gamma Beta Chapter, 
a Fifty- Year Member, and a 
Life Member. 

Lula was a beautiful sister 
in her young years, and she is 
still beautiful at this seasoned 
year of ninety-five. Ronnie, 
a brother-in-law, seeing a 
picture of Lula in her younger 
days, said that she looked 
like a movie star. No one can 
believe that she is ninety-five 
years young! 

Pamela communicated, 
“When Lula came home 
in the summer, she always 
modeled her latest exercises 
and dances from her years of 
teaching physical education. 
Of course, our family had to 
be active participants! I can 
still remember all of us doing 
that Hawaiian dance with 
our hips, arms, and hands 
swaying from left to right! She 
made exercising so much fun. 
Moreover, she still exercises 
at the Kansas City Kansas 
(KCK) Community College 
Wellness Center She did stop 
driving to Tennessee when 
she reached the age of 89. 

Lastly, Education contin-
ues to be vitally important to 
Lula, and she wants all her 
family to treasure and em-
brace the learning. She has 
always brought the young-
sters in her family things 
relevant to teaching –educa-
tional posters, books, hand-
outs, pencils, pens, erasers, 
student achievement certif-
icates, grade books, lesson 
plan books, teacher sweat-
shirts, etc., and to this day, 
she continues that tradition. 
A writer has said, “Wisdom is 
knowing what to do next; skill 
is knowing how to do it; and 
virtue is doing it.” Her family 
postulates that Lula holds 
mastery of all three.

Pamela concludes, “Con-
gratulations on being nine-
ty-five years young and 
now our family’s matriarch. 
We salute  and applaud 
you during Black History 
Month! 

Hall Bounds
RETIRED TEACHER, WEBB GRADUATE

Lula Mae

Left, Lula Mae Hall Bounds in the year 2024.  Above, 
Lula Mae Hall when she was in high school.

CARROLL COUNTY MAYOR

JOSEPH G. BUTLER

A13

We recognize and honor the contributions

of Black men and women in our community. 

Thank you for your perseverance to make

our world better and more inclusive.

A6
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Paula Bolen, Trustee
Rita Jones, Assessor of Property

Darlene Kirk, County Clerk
Natalie Porter, Register of Deeds
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Celebrating Black History Month

P
aul Leroy Robe-
son was born in 
P r i n c e t o n ,  N J, 
on April 9, 1898. 
His mother was 
a schoolteacher, 
and his father was 

a runaway slave who became a 
Presbyterian minister. Robeson 
graduated from Rutgers Universi-
ty, where he excelled in athletics 
and held a Phi Beta Kappa key. 
Afterwards, he played profes-
sional football and graduated 
from Columbia University School 
of Law.  

Although he worked briefly as a 
lawyer, Robeson turned his back 
on a legal career due to issues 
of racism. Instead, he turned his 
attention toward acting and sing-
ing. During the Harlem Renais-
sance, he starred in the Broad-
way productions of The Emperor 
Jones and All God’s Chillun Got 
Wings. He performed renditions 
of African American folk songs 
and spirituals alongside musician 
Lawrence Brown at Provincetown 
Playhouse in Manhattan. Lat-
er, his popularity rose when he 
starred in a production of Show 
Boat at the Theatre Royal, Dru-
ry Lane in London. He became 
increasingly well-known for his 
rendition of the song “Ol’ Man 
River.” His most notable film roles 
were in Body and Soul (1925) and 
Show Boat (1936).  

Robeson was also involved in 
politics, receiving the 1953 Stalin 
Peace Prize for openly supporting 
the Soviet Union. He gained a 
reputation as an outspoken Black 
Nationalist who criticized the U.S. 

government’s perpetuation of 
racism and imperialist activities. 
This stance earned him scrutiny 
from Senator Joseph McCarthy 
in the days of the Red Scare. In 
1950, his passport was revoked as 

a result of being deemed a threat 
to national security, but his travel 
ban ended in 1958. He continued 
to perform concerts in Europe 
until he became ill and returned 
to the U.S. In 1976, he died of ce-

rebral vascular disorder at the age 
of 77 in Philadelphia. To this day, 
he remains a symbol of pride and 
consciousness to many African 
Americans.

Source: The National Archives

Paul Robeson ATHLETE, LAWYER, SINGER, 
ACTOR, POLITICAL ACTIVIST

(April 9, 1898 - January 29, 1976)

M
a r y  C h u r c h 
Te r r e l l  w a s 
a civil rights 
and women’s 
rights activist. 
She was born 

on September 23, 1863 in Mem-
phis, Tennessee. She was one of 
the first African American wom-
en to attend Oberlin College in 
Ohio, earning an undergraduate 
degree in Classics in 1884, and a 
graduate degree in Education in 
1888. Terrell taught at Wilberforce 
College in Xenia, Ohio, and then 
relocated to Washington, DC in 
1887 to teach at the M Street High 

School.
Terrell was heavily involved in 

the Black Women’s Club Move-
ment. She served as the first pres-
ident of the National Association 
of Colored Women (NACW), an 
organization that fought for vot-
ing rights and equal rights with 
the motto "lifting as we climb." 
Terrell was also instrumental in 
the founding and advancement 
of the National Council of Negro 
Women (NCNW), National As-
sociation for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP), 
National Association of College 
Women and Delta Sigma Theta 

Sorority, Incorporated. Through-
out her club involvement, Terrell 
continued educating pupils at 
the now renamed Dunbar High 
School, and was appointed super-
intendent of the school in 1895.

Terrell was a notable Black 
leader in the suffragettes move-
ment, as well as the civil rights 
movement during the first part 
of the twentieth century. She ad-
vocated and wrote many articles 
and poems in major publications 
and newspapers on the topics of 
race, gender, and promoting the 
Club Movement, often using the 
pen name Euphemia Kirk. Her 

most influential works include 
A Colored Woman in a White 
World and  “What it means to be 
Colored in the Capital of the Unit-
ed States.” In 1950, Mary Church 
Terrell was involved in a success-
ful lawsuit that led to the deseg-
regation of DC area restaurants. 
She also succeeded in pushing 
her local chapter of American 
Association of University Women 
(AAUW) to allow African Ameri-
cans to join its association.

Mary Church Terrell died in 
1954 at the age of 90, in Highland 
Beach, Maryland.

Source: The National Archives

Mary Church Terrell
(September 23, 1863 - July 24, 1954)Lifting As We Climb

B
orn Cassius Clay 
in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, Muhammad 
Ali is consistently 
ranked as one of the 
greatest boxers of all 

time. At the age of 18, Ali traveled 
to Rome, Italy to participate in the 
1960 Olympics. He won the gold 
medal in light heavyweight boxing 
and returned to the United States 
to pursue his professional boxing 
career shortly thereafter. It was 
also around this time that Clay 
became a member of the Nation 
of Islam, announcing his name 
as Cassius X, then Muhammad 
Ali in 1964.

In 1967, Ali had been reigning 
world heavyweight champion 
for three years when he public-
ly refused to be inducted into 
the American military during the 
Vietnam War. As a result of his 
actions, boxing officials decided 
to punish Ali by stripping him 
of his titles and suspending him 
from the game of boxing. During 
his suspension from 1967-1970, 
Ali became an activist and toured 
around the world speaking to civil 
rights organizations and anti-war 
groups.

After 1970, Ali regained the title 
of heavyweight champion after 
defeating George Foreman in a 
match known as "The Rumble in 
the Jungle." He continued fighting 
until 1981, ending his career with 
a 56-5 professional record.

Source: The National Archives

Muhammad Ali 
FIGHTING AGAINST 
RACIAL ADVERSITY

(January 17, 1942-June 6, 2016)
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