
T
he McKenzie Banner 
and our advertisers 
are proud to again 
present this special 
graduation section. 
As in years past, 

this section features area seniors 
from McKenzie, Huntingdon, 
Central, West Carroll, Clarks-
burg and Gleason High Schools.

This section was made possi-
ble by the many local businesses 
who are extending congratula-
tions and best wishes for a bright 
future for every student.  

They also express gratitude for 
your continued support of  their 
business. 

The Banner urges you to read 
each advertisement and the mes-
sage it extends.

We also ask that you remem-
ber these advertisers and show 
them your support. 

The McKenzie Banner extends 
our sincere appreciation to all 
area schools for providing names 
and photographs of  each gradu-

ating student.  
Thank you to the teachers who 

educated these seniors from kin-
dergarten through high school. 
You have changed their lives in 
more ways than you may realize. 
Your tireless effort and patience 
has made the difference in our 
community. You’ve shaped our 
doctors, lawyers, teachers, engi-
neers, military, firefighters, po-
lice officers, and so many count-
less others. Thank you teachers.

Thank you to the parents 
that helped with homework and 
school projects. You made late-
night runs to the store for school 
supplies. You attended parent-
teacher conferences and took an 
interest in your child’s dreams 
and hopes. 

A big thank you to all parents 
for everything you have done and 
will do for your children.

Without great businesses, 
teachers and parents, our com-
munity would not be what it is: 
a great place to live.

Congratulations Graduates!Congratulations Graduates!
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Class of

Congratulations Son, we are so proud of  you!
Love, Mom & Dad

McDaniel’s Maintenance & Repairs

Jessie Tyler McDaniel

The Class of  2015 at McKen-
zie graduated Sunday, May 17 
in the school gymnasium as 
parents and friends filled the 
facility to capacity.

It was the 91st graduating 
class from McKenzie Special 
School District and the 106th 
from McKenzie.

Students proceeded into the 
auditorium to the sound of  
Pomp and Circumstances and 
took their seats on the gymna-
sium floor.

The event was filled with 
tradition of  the ladies reading 
the red colored caps and gowns 
while the men wore the gray 
colors. 

Mitchell Lunn led the gather-
ing in the Pledge of  Allegiance 
to the Flag, Christian Nunnery 
performed the National Anthem 
on the keyboard and Macy Wat-
kins, class president, provided 
the remarks to welcome every-
one to the ceremony.

Brady Wilkes provided the 
Salutatory Address and Madi-
son Green, the Valedcitory Ad-
dress.

MHS Principal announced a 
list of  scholarships and other 
honors prior to presenting the 
class to receive their diplomas. 

Sheila Ridley, guidance coun-
selor, announced each gradu-
ate’s name as he or she crossed 
the elevated platform to receive 
his or her diploma from John 
Austin, chairman of  the Board 
of  Education, and Tim Watkins.

This year had three gradu-
ates, whose fathers are on the 
school board.  Austin presented 
his son, Reed’s diploma, Lance 
Rider presented his son, Brax-
ton’s diploma, and Jon Davis 
presented his son, Janson his 
diploma.

After all graduates received 
their diplomas, the class moved 
their tassels from left to right, 
sang the Alma Mater, and tossed 
their caps into the air in cel-
ebration.

Distinguished Scholars In-
clude: Anna Anderson, Jon-
Austin  Brannon,  Cour tney 
B ro a d b e n t ,  B r ya n t  C o m e r, 
Janson Davis, Rachel Edlin, 
Olivia Forgy, Madison Graves, 

Madison Green,Rachel Kincy, 
Noah Lowrance, Brennan Marr, 
Joshua McCoy, Braden Nan-
ney, Holly potts, Braxton Rider, 
Sarah Rimmer, Nathan Smith, 
Holden Stanfill,Colleen Tabor, 
Ashley Taylor, Sarah Warren, 
Macy Watkins, Brady Wilkes

Graduates include: Montell 
Juan Adkisson, Anna Eliza-
beth Anderson, John Reeder 
Austin,  Dalton Ray Barger, 
B e t h a n y  D o r r i s  B a r c r o f t , 
Ashton Nicole Beal, Roxanne 
Becerra, Zaria Ariel Bey, Ja-
cob Bradley Birdwell, Jon-Aus-
tin James Brannon, Courtney 
Paige Broadbent,Colby James 
Bruce,Mako Joseph Bryant , 
Ashley Gail Bush, Samantha 
Marie Byers,Daniel Calderon, 
Michael Prentiss Carter,Lorene 
Morgan Cathey, Jake Matthew 
Chappell, Bryant Wade Comer, 
Dorie Eden Cook, Clint Aus-
tin Daily,Hannah Elise Davis, 
Janson David Davis,  Edwin 
Denzel Dudley, Samantha Al-
exandria Eaton, Rachel Lynn 

Edlin, Olivia Faith Forgy, Les-
lie Brooke Foster, Courtney Jo 
Fowler,  Brooklyn Cheyanne 
Gaylord,  Sasha Alexandria 
Gilbert, Madison Lee Graves, 
Madison Nicole Green, Shelby 
Paige Hancock, Rebecca Leanne 
Harrison, Destiny Jade Hutch-
erson,  Camila  Isaza,Dil lon 
Jo h n  J a ck s o n ,  Q u i n cy  D i -
Angelo Johnson, Anna Kat-
lynn Johnsonius, Max Thomas 
Kephart, Rachel Lianne Kincy, 
Morgan Alicia Klinzing,Casi 
Renee Lawrence,Michael Bai-
ley Lifsey,Cody Jonathan Lock-
hart, Noah Michael Lowrance, 
Mitchell Thomas Lunn,Brennan 
Chase Mar r,  Joshua James 
C u r t i s  M c C o y,  J e s s i e  T y -
ler McDaniel,Blake Andrew 
Michael,Austin Hunter Mul-
ligan, Braden Douglas Nanney, 
Celina Marie Newbill, Christian 
Alexander Nunnery, Breshaun 
Delonte Oglesby, Rolanda Reene 
Olive, Tyree Malik-Turel Owens, 
Jess Tanner Pace, Alexandria 
Lea Parish, Holly Nicole Potts, 

Kerrigan Michelle Ramirez, 
Braxton Harris Rider, Sarah Ni-
cole Rimmer, Blake Alexander 
Roberts, Katie Lynn Robertson, 
Montryll Maurice Robinson, 
Angel Flores Rodriquez, Pe-
dro Flores Rodriquez, Bran-
don Paul Semirosum,Nathan 
David Shands, Brenna LaRee 
Smith, Nathan David Smith, 
Allison Pamela Stallion, Holden 
James Stanfill, Brandy Roshelle 
Starks,James William Stephens, 
Colleen Elise Tabor, Erika Ma-
rie Tabor, Ashley Nicole Taylor, 
Keenan Danté Taylor, Kaylin 
Ashley Thomas,Lucas Zachary 
Thomas,Riley Nicole Toombs, 
Lorenzo Michael Townes, Lu-
cas Mitchell Travis, Shelby Ni-
cole Beasley Trevathan, Sierra 
Lee Vandiver,Sarah Elizabeth 
Warren, Macy Renee Watkins, 
Cassandra Leann Watson, Mor-
gan Ashley Webb, Brady Webb 
Wilkes, Tiffany Nicole Yates, 
Cedric David Yon, Alejandro 
Zaragoza.

Ashley Taylor, Courtney Fowler, Becca Harrison, and Dorie Cook hold the “2015” numbers.

Left, Graduates during the National Anthem.  Right, Macy Watkins, class president, Brady Wilkes, salutatorian, and Madison Green, valedictorian.
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Congratulations

R E A L T Y

    CASEY DREWRY
T h e  k e y  t o  f i n d i n g  y o u r  d r e a m  h o m e

Class of 2015

17636 Highland Drive • McKenzie, TN  38201
Office:  731-393-0233

Casey Drewry, Jason Baucum, Victor Clark, Don Cook, 
Timothy Gearin, Cheryl Hubbard, Julia Kirkland, 

Reggie Lawrence

Congrats to...

from all of us at

Breshaun Oglesby
Tyree Ownes
Ed Dudley
Clint Daily

Montell Adkisson
Lucas Thomas
Dillon Jackson

Samantha Pryor
Ann Marie Ayers

WACKY PACKS
$1.99 WEDNESDAYS

ALL DAY

1/2 PRICE 
CHEESEBURGERS

ON TUESDAYS
AFTER 5PM

15015 Highland Street • McKenzie, TN  38201
731-352-3956

Congratulations...
to all of the 2015 seniors!

Superior Auto Body of McKenzie

By Brad Sam
banner@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (May 17) — 
HHS seniors became alumni 
S u n d ay  a f t e r n o o n  a s  c o m -
mencement was held. Family 
and friends packed the gym-
nasium to recognize the ac-
complishments of  87 students 
on the precipice of  adulthood.

The Class of  2015 entered 
the gym as “Pomp and Circum-
stance” was played by the HHS 
Band. Graduate Kenneth Pru-
ett delivered the invocation, 
and then graduates Reese Hop-
per (vocals) and Austin Baker 
(acoustic guitar) performed the 
“The Star-Spangled Banner.”

Senior class President Lydia 
Hayes welcomed parents, fam-
ily, friends, and faculty, then 
addressed her fellow graduates. 
“Four years ago, we entered 
the halls of  this high school 
and began a journey together,” 
she said. “Today, we end that 
jour ney and take flight into 
our future.”

HHS Principal Dr. Jonathan 
Kee then announced the top ten 
graduates, from tenth to first, 
Logan Gurley, Preston Carter, 
Caleb Ellis, Matthew Tucker, 
Lydia Hayes,  Reese Hopper, 
Kelsey Mann, Grace Hilliard, 
Salutatorian Melissa Dill, and 
Valedictorian Kara Towater.

Salutatorian Melissa Dill 
then delivered her address, 
saying in part, “We have spent 
years preparing for the mo-
ment we receive our diplomas, 
but  what comes after  that? 
Some of  us are joining the 
work force, others are entering 
the military, and many of  us 
are going to college, but regard-
less of  the path we take, we are 
all about to embark on a grand 
adventure.”

Then, Valedictorian Kara 
Tow at e r  p re s e n t e d  h e r  re -
marks. The future elementary 

school teacher found the words 
she wanted to share with her 
peers in a children’s book she 
was given by her mother a few 
weeks prior. She read the book, 
“Yay, You: Moving Up and Mov-
ing On” by Sandra Boynton, to 
her classmates. It begins, “Yay, 
you! You did it! You’re done! 
You made it! You’re through! 
Oh, what a great moment! Now 
what will you do? There are 
so many choices. The world 
is immense. Take a good look 
around and decide what makes 
sense...” She concluded by chal-
lenging her fellow graduates 
to share their greatness with 
the world.

B e t a  P r e s i d e n t  M a t t h e w 
Tucker then took the podium 
to recognize his fellow senior 
Beta members: Melissa Dill, 
Lydia Hayes, Grace Hilliard, 
and Kara Towater.

Special awards and schol-
arships were then presented. 
Melissa Powell presented the 
Lee Chance Memorial Award to 
Kara Towater. Jimmy Pritchard 
presented the C.H. Pudor Award 
to Brandon Baker,  the D.D. 
Maddox Football Scholarship 
Award to Michael Pritchard, 
and the Paul Ward Sr. Memori-
al Scholarship to Lydia Hayes. 
Dr. Lee Carter presented the 
Ruth Rigsby Scholar of  Excel-
lence Award to Kenneth Pruett. 
Sgt.  Gary Waugh presented 
the U.S. Army Scholar Athlete 
Award to Lydia Hayes. Jerry 
Boyd presented the HHS Band 
Scholarship to Aaron Dotson 
and Kendra Kozak. Glenn Mor-
gan presented the Huntingdon 
Ruritan Scholarship for Kait-
lyn Yundt, Victoria Davis, and 
Bryan Cross. Charlie Hodges 
presented the Lions Club Schol-
arship to Reese Hopper and 
Lydia Hayes. Louise Lewis pre-
sented the Huntingdon Eastern 
Star Scholarship to Madison 
Adams. Gina Atkins presented 

the Ruby Thar pe Memorial 
Scholarship to Whitney Barn-
hill and Melissa Dill. Dr. Tim 
Tucker presented the Hunting-
don Alumni Association Schol-
arship to Kara Towater and 
Matthew Tucker. Darryl Doug-
las presented the Huntingdon 
Masonic Lodge Scholarship 

to  Madison Adams.  Jimmy 
Hampton presented the Jesse 
B. Pinkley Memorial Schol-
arship to Hunter Guess and 
Patricia Winkler. Finally, Lt. 
Col. Marty Towater recognized 
enlisted students Ethan Magee, 
Caleb Ellis, and Tanner Rich. 
The enlisted students received 

a standing ovation from the 
large crowd.

Diplomas were then present-
ed to the 87 graduates by Board 
of  Education members Dr. Lee 
Car ter and Dr.  Tim Tucker 
and Director of  Schools Pat 
Dillahunty.

Next, class president Lydia 
Hayes returned to the podium 
to have her fellow alumni turn 
their tassels,  then kept the 
tradition of  passing the torch 
to the junior class president, 
Allyn Swenson. Swenson ac-
cepted the torch, promising 
that the Class of  2016 would 
maintain the excellence and 
leadership if  its predecessors.

T h e  b a n d  p e r fo r m e d  t h e 
alma mater, and then graduate 
Preston Carter delivered the 
benediction. Dr. Kee made clos-
ing remarks, and the graduates 
tossed their mortarboards high 
in the air triumphantly.

2015 Huntingdon graduates 
were Karalyn Ann Towater 
(honors and distinction, Vale-
dictorian), Melissa Ann Dill 
(honors and distinction, Sa-
lutatorian), Grace Elisabeth 
Hilliard (honors and distinc-
tion), Kelsey Marie Mann (dis-
tinction), Reese Ashlyn Hop-
per (distinction), Lydia Glenn 
Hayes (distinction), Matthew 
Wood Tucker (honors and dis-
tinction), Caleb Colton Ellis, 
Preston Lane Carter, Logan Al-
exander Gurley, Amber Nicole 
Mitchell, William David Tegeth-
off, Brittney Nicole Kirkpat-
rick, David Leamon Sparks Jr., 
Aaron Nicole Dotson, Alexan-
der Elijah Reiter, Holly Diana 
Wood, Joshua Hayden Gilley, 
Jazzlyn Monay Price, Rocky 
Wayne Bolen, Madison Paige 
A d a m s  ( d i s t i n c t i o n ) ,  C o t y 
James Cole Robinson, Hannah 
Olivia Boroughs, Christopher 
Tanner Rich, Megan Moody, 
Benjamin Jacob Reiter (dis-
tinction), Savanna Starr Hop-

per (distinction), Austin Lee 
Baker, Danielle Renee Stover, 
Corey Earl Reuter, Angel Rose 
Chaney, Peyton Webb Gates, 
Cotesha Lavay Pearson, Jordan 
Xavier Colon, Ansley Jae’Carol 
Blankenship, Caleb Westbrook 
P a g e,  P h o n t a s i a  A n n  B a r-
low, Reginald Curtis Bigham, 
Patric ia  Ann Hicks,  Blake 
Hunter Bourne, Kirya Simone 
Wilkerson, Jacob Todd Sisk, 
Katelyn Anna Yundt (distinc-
tion), Termaine Lonnie Buck, 
Natalie Michelle Perry, Daniel 
Brian Pannell, Maria Fernan-
de z,  Hunter Austin Tur ner, 
Amber Lynn Loggains, Logan 
Chase Hall,  Destiny Lynnae 
Williams, Adrian Isaiah Rich, 
Anna Elizabeth Burden, Ger-
ald Tremaine Taylor, Rachel 
Marie Burden, Jason Alexan-
der Anderson, Patricia Diane 
Winkler, Bryce Allan Foshee, 
Victoria Brooke Davis (distinc-
tion), Michael Brandon Gordon 
(distinction), Haley Meshun 
Hubble, Joseph Clayton McGee 
(honors), Niyah Roshea Rivers, 
Bryan Alton Cross, Mallorie 
Jordan Ellis, Bradley Mathew 
Shear (honors), Kendra Marie 
Kozak, Kolton Gray McMinn, 
Ashlyn Renee Mallett, Kenneth 
Howard Pruett (honors and dis-
tinction), Zaria Tianna Sain, 
Davion Andre Amari Ander-
son, Chelsea Danielle Mathis, 
Donavon Shaquon Simmons, 
Dacia Nicole Sain, Thomas El-
liot Joiner, Whitney Aaliyah 
Bar nhill,  Robert Ethan Ma-
gee, Christa Nichole Rumley, 
Ethan Jacob Kreuziger, Pey-
ton Nicole Spivey, Hunter Cole 
Guess (honors and distinction), 
Michael Drake Pritchard (hon-
ors), Brandon Thomas Baker, 
Joshua Clayton Furr, and Nich-
olas Frederick Jones (honors).

Top left, Graduates Austin Baker (left) and Reese Hopper per-
form “The Star-Spangled Banner.”  Top right, Valedictorian 
Kara Towater reads “Yay, You! Moving Up and Moving On” 
as part of  her commencement address.  Below, Salutatorian 
Melissa Dill receives her diploma.

Left, The 2015 Huntingdon graduates throw their mortarboards triumphantly.  Right, Senior class president Lydia Hayes passes the torch to junior class president Allyn Swenson.



Sasha Alexandria GilbertBrooklyn Cheyanne 
Gaylord

Courtney Jo FowlerLeslie Brooke Foster

Olivia Faith ForgyRachel Lynn Edlin Samantha Alexandria 
Eaton

Edwin Denzel Dudley

Jake Matthew Chappell Bryant Wade Comer Dorie Eden Cook Clint Austin Daily Hannah Elise Davis Janson David Davis

Lorene Morgan CatheyMichael Prentiss CarterDaniel CalderonSamantha Marie ByersAshley Gail BushMako Joseph Bryant

Colby James BruceCourtney Paige 
Broadbent

Jon-Austin James 
Brannon

Jacob Bradley BirdwellZaria Ariel Bey
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Roxanne Becerra 

Ashton Nicole Beal Dalton Ray BargerBethany Dorris BarcroftJohn Reeder AustinAnna Elizabeth AndersonMontell Juan Adkisson

MCKENZIE HIGH SCHOOL

Class of 2015

15035 Highland Drive • McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731-352-5700

MADDOX
Insurance

We are so proud of you!
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Bringing Smiles one plate at a time

Phone 731-352-5059
14765 Highland Drive,  
McKenzie, Tenn. 38201

Congratulations . . .

from all of us at

Brooklyn Gaylord

Good Luck
Class of

2015!
When you were younger, 

you would pretend at being 
anyone you wanted to be,  from 

imagine. Now that you’re 

whomever you want to be. So 
on your graduation day, dream 

to go after them.

The City of

Did you know? 
The United States Department 

of  Education routinely releases 
information on high school grad-
uation rates across the country. 
The information is computed by 
dividing the number of  students 
earning a diploma by the total 
enrollment, making note of  stu-
dents who transferred, emigrated 

or left school for other reasons. 
Educators and private organiza-
tions continue to do their part 
to elevate the number of  stu-
dents who graduate in four years. 
Through its Grad Nation initia-
tive, America's Promise Alliance 
set a goal of  a 90 percent gradu-
ation rate nationwide by 2015. 
Many people believe that the goal 
should be higher, encouraging a 
100 percent graduation rate. 

Class of 2015Class of 2015
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Tyree Malik-Turel Owens

Jess Tanner Pace Alexandria Lea Parish Holly Nicole Potts 

Rolanda Reene OliveBreshaun Delonte OglesbyChristian Alexander 
Nunnery

Celina Marie NewbillBraden Douglas Nanney Austin Hunter MulliganBlake Andrew MichaelJessie Tyler McDanielJoshua James Curtis 
McCoy

Brennan Chase MarrMitchell Thomas LunnNoah Michael LowranceCody Jonathan LockhartMichael Bailey LifseyCasi Renee Lawrence

Morgan Alicia KlinzingRachel Lianne KincyMax Thomas KephartAnna Katlynn JohnsoniusQuincy Di-Angelo 
Johnson

Dillon John Jackson

Camila IsazaDestiny Jade HutchersonRebecca Leanne HarrisonShelby Paige HancockMadison Nicole GreenMadison Lee Graves

MCKENZIE HIGH SCHOOL

Woodson & Associates
15140 Highland Ave., Suite 17
P.O. Box 756
McKenzie, Tennessee 38201
731.352.0606 office
731.352.4767 fax
888.966.3766 toll free
aflac.com

Congratulations Class of 2015!

World’s 

Largest

Hotel Chain

RecentlyRemodeled
Clean & Friendly

“It’s time to rest in our nest.”

CONGRATULATIONS,
CLASS OF 2015

16180 Highland Ave. • McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-1083 • Reservations 1-800-WESTERN

Welcome to Best Western of  McKenzie!

Graduation Wishes
May all your hopes and dreams come

 true in years to come. 
Congratulations on a job well done!

BRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME

1740 East Cedar Avenue
McKenzie, Tennessee 38201

(731) 352-4848    (731) 352-2222
Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811

Phone (731) 669-3871
5842 Main St. East

Trezevant, Tennessee 38258

BRUMMITT
FUNERAL HOME

15715 Highland Drive • P.O. Box 518 • McKenzie, TN 38201
Office: 731-352-2424 • Fax: 888-415-6423

Congrats
Class of 

2015!
Micki Cunningham, Agent
Brittany Sisemore, CSR

Megan Walker, CSR

Congratulations
We frame photos, diplomas, tassels, gowns, yearbooks, and more...
Keepsakes the graduate will cherish for a lifetime!

HeartWorks
2318 Cedar • Downtown McKenzie • 352-7274

Class oF 2015!

Class of 2015Class of 2015
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Lucas Mitchell Travis Shelby Nicole Beasley 
Trevathan

Sierra Lee Vandiver Sarah Elizabeth Warren

Lorenzo Michael TownesRiley Nicole Toombs Lucas Zachary ThomasKaylin Ashley ThomasKeenan Danté TaylorAshley Nicole Taylor 

Erika Marie TaborColleen Elise Tabor James William StephensBrandy Roshelle StarksHolden James Stanfill Allison Pamela Stallion

Angel Flores Rodriquez Pedro Flores Rodriquez Brandon Paul Semirosum Nathan David Shands Brenna LaRee Smith Nathan David Smith 

Montryll Maurice 
Robinson

Katie Lynn RobertsonBlake Alexander Roberts Sarah Nicole RimmerBraxton Harris RiderKerrigan Michelle 
Ramirez

Macy Renee Watkins Cassandra Leann Watson Morgan Ashley Webb Brady Webb Wilkes

Tiffany Nicole Yates Alejandro ZaragozaCedric David Yon

MCKENZIE HIGH SCHOOL

FIRST BAPTIST
619 STONEWALL

McKENZIE, TN 38201
Phone:731-352-5391

E-mail:  fbcmck@charterinternet.com
Web Site: fbcmckenzie.com

Sunday:
Worship: 8:45am; 10:45am, 6pm

Bible Study: 9:45 am

Wednesday: Meal at 5:30 pm
(Check Website for Dates Serving)

Activities Begin at:
Preschool: 6:15; Children: 6:30; 

Youth/Adult: 6:30

Seek God

Serve Others

Congratulations, Seniors!

MELTON’S
AUTO SERVICE & EXXON

Gaylon Melton & Jerry Rayburn, Owners
15000 HIGHLAND DRIVE

McKENZIE, TN 38201

731-352-6100

• Full
    Service
• Mechanic
    On Duty
• 40 Years
    Experience
• Car Wash
    & Detail

Congratulations Class of 2015!

You did it!
Congratulations, 
Class of 2015.

WOOHOO!
WOOHOO!

WOOHOO!

Oak Manor Health Care
150 Oak Manor Road, McKenzie, TN 38201

Ph. 731-352-5317 • Fax 731-352-5942
EOE; TN Drug Free Workplace

Class of 2015Class of 2015



Mallorie Jordan EllisCaleb Colton EllisAaron Nicole DotsonMelissa Ann DillVictoria Brooke Davis

Jordan Xavier ColonAngel Rose ChaneyPreston Lane CarterRachel Marie BurdenAnna Elizabeth BurdenTermaine Lonnie Buck

Blake Hunter BourneHannah Olivia BoroughsRocky Wayne BolenAnsley Jae’Carol 
Blankenship

Reginald Curtis BighamWhitney Aaliyah 
Barnhill

Phontasia Ann BarlowBrandon Thomas BakerAustin Lee BakerJason Alexander 
Anderson

Davion Andre Amari 
Anderson

Madison Paige Adams

Bryan Alton Cross
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HUNTINGDON HIGH SCHOOL

Peyton Webb GatesBryce Allan Foshee Joshua Hayden GilleyJoshua Clayton Furr Michael Brandon Gordon Hunter Cole Guess

Class of 2015Class of 2015

CONGRATULATIONS! 
215 Baker Road 

Huntingdon, TN 38344
Business: 731-986-0242 • Cell: 731-336-0341 

• Fax: 731-986-8557

Congratulations 
to all Carroll County Seniors! 123 Dillahunty Lane • Huntingdon, TN 38344 • 986-0206

Monday-Friday  •  7 am - 5:30 pm
Closed Saturday & Sunday

HUNTINGDON DISCOUNT
      TIRE CENTER
ALIGNMENTS - BRAKES

Class of

2015 Congratula
tions

Class of 2015!

We’re So Proud of You! - The McKenzie Banner Staff

Class of 2015Class of 2015



Maria Luisa 
Nieto-Fernandez

Megan Rose MoodyAmber Nicole MitchellKolton Gray McMinnJoseph Clayton McGeeChelsea Danielle Mathis

Ethan Jacob Kreuziger Amber Lynn Loggains Robert Ethan Magee Ashlyn Renee Mallett Adam Cory Malott Kelsey Marie Mann

Kendra Marie KozakBrittney Nicole 
Kirkpatrick

Nicholas Frederick JonesThomas Elliott JoinerHaley Meshun HubbleSavanna Starr Hopper

Reese Ashlyn HopperGrace Elisabeth HilliardPatricia Ann HicksLydia Glenn HayesLogan Chase HallLogan Alexander Gurley
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Caleb Westbrook Page Daniel Brian Pannell Coteshia Lavay Pearson Natalie Michelle Perry

HUNTINGDON HIGH SCHOOL

Class of 2015 We Wish You All 

Day And Great Success 
In Your Future 

Endeavors!

from

19719 E Main St. • 986-8508

Congrats... From all of us at

Katelyn Yundt Kara Towater

986-3053
Espey Oil Co.

986-3053

With a good education no 
dream is too big, nor goal 
too high, so put on your 

wings and reach for the sky.

Good luck to all our local 
graduates.

Dream 
BIG!

Town of
Huntingdon

We are  
proud of you,
Graduates!

635 High Street, Huntingdon • 731-986-8943

Congratulations
Class of 2015!

Your hard work has 
paid off, and we wish 
you much success as 
you make the next 
step with your  
diploma in hand. 

EOE

Class of 2015Class of 2015



You 
Hold 
The Key 
To Your 
Future

Katelyn Anna YundtHolly Diana Wood

Kirya Simone Wilkerson Destiny Lynnae Williams Patricia Diane Winkler

Hunter Austin TurnerMatthew Wood TuckerKaralyn Ann TowaterWilliam David TegethoffGerald Tremaine TaylorDanielle Renee Stover

Zaria Tianna Sain Bradley Mathew Shear Donavon Shaquon 
Simmons

Jacob Todd Sisk David Leamon 
Sparks Jr.

Peyton Nicole Spivey

Dacia Nicole SainChrista Nichole RumleyCoty James Cole RobinsonNiyah Roshea RiversChristopher Tanner RichAdrian Isaiah Rich

Corey Earl ReuterBenjamin Jacob ReiterAlexander Elijah ReiterKenneth Howard PruettMichael Drake PritchardJazzlyn Monay Price
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HUNTINGDON HIGH SCHOOL

A Special Congrats to

and best wishes to all
2015 Seniors

Matt Tucker
Huntingdon High School

from

CITY DRUG CO.
630 R.B. Wilson Dr.

Huntingdon, TN 38344
731-986-2228

nd b
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urp
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FOSTER BROS. 
EQUIPMENT CO., INC.

21330 East Main St.
Huntingdon, Tennessee 38344

731-986-4511

Congrats to all Seniors 2015!
0 0

203 COURT SQUARE - HUNTINGDON, TN

986-4721

The Gift Grove

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU AND
YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Matt Tucker

Congratulations 
Class of 2015!

We Salute
The Class of 

2015!

JORDAN’S TRADING POST
Huntingdon, TN

22 2nd Ave • Huntingdon, TN  38344 • 986-0064

20804 E. Main St.
Huntingdon, TN 38344

Office: 731.535.3205
Fax: 731.535.3203

Dr. Brock Martin, DC
Chiropractic Physician

Dr. Krista Martin, DC
Chiropractic Physician

www.southern-chiropractic.com

Congrats Graduates!

Carroll County 
Farm Bureau125 3rd Ave., Huntingdon

731-986-8300

Blake FawcettGlynn Mebane
16194 Highland Dr., McKenzie

731-352-5400

Class of 2015Class of 2015



Mary Beth Edwards Gabrielle Danielle 
Forguson

Christina Michelle French Hailey Lorene Glosson

Hannah Nicole Cantrell Jayme Lynn Christman Devon Wade Coble Briana Taylor Cole Megan Leanne Comer

Kassidy Grace Addair Kelci Jo Bartels Hunter Lee Birdwell Austin James Bond Qourtlen Reece 
Broomfield

Dylan Foster Brown
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Alexas Leigh Goodwin

Hunter Jess Griffin Brandon Lee HilliardNathaniel David Grimm

Carly Faith Jernigan Trystan Isaiah Johnson Hayden Drew Jordan

Maddolyn Marie 
Hoffner

Shelby Nichole Hughart

Matthew Thomas 
Dillingham

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

Tyler Lee Cook

SPECIAL SALUTE TO THE 

CLASS OF 2015

from

Carroll County Mayor
Kenny McBride

IT’S OFFICIAL!
of the rest of your life! With your diploma

in hand, you’ll go far. We hope you’ll

continue to take pride in everything you

do and continue to make the same kind

of responsible decisions that have gotten

you here today. We applaud your

accomplishments and wish you all the

best as you move forward into the

next stage of your life.

CARROLL

INSURANCE AGENCY
49 Broadway Street
Downtown McKenzie

352-5307

Dr. Maleah Hollingsworth, Owner
121 Maple Street, Bruceton, TN 38317

731-586-2931

Congratulations, Class of 2015!!

Congratulations
from

Monica & Lauren

15132 Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201

731.352.9450

Cong

h

Con

15132 High

Good Luck to Our 
Graduates!

CENTRAL 
REFRIGERATION CO.

47 Bruce St. • McKenzie • 731-352-7900

24-7 Service for Customers
FREE Estimates

Air Conditioning & HeatingA

Congratulations!
The diploma you’ve 

worked so hard for is 
in your hands, and so 

is your future.

Keep up the great 
work, graduates.

We’re proud of you!

THE TOWN OF
BRUCETON

Class of
2013

Class ofCCllaasss oof
22200113

Class of
2014

fl oofCCC fCCCllaasss ooff
4431110222 4432 122014

Class of
2015

Class of 2015Class of 2015
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Cory Blake Pardue Demathis Marikicus 
Parker

Van Michael Wadley II Adam Ryan Walker Tara Daphne Ward

Grace Alexandria White Andrew James Willis Kaelin Dwayne Willis

Evan Michael Scronce Dalton Lee Sellers Becky Marie Stanek Ashley Celeste Stockdale Brittany Michele Taylor

Alexis Michelle Reynolds James Dewayne Rogers

Cabe Ivory Sala

Kordell Stone YoungAllison Laine Young

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

Dalton Leslie NolesBrandon Shayne King

YOU’RE THE 
PRIDE OF OUR 
COMMUNITY!

You are vital to our community and nation. Set your goals and work 
to achieve them. We are proud to share this happy occasion with you.

CARROLL COUNTY
ELECTRIC

986-8284

CLASSES OF

2015

Your future starts today and we wish you all the best!
 

Congratulations Graduates!

2015

“Investing in those things that will outlive us.” 

676 N Main St , McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731-352-2262 | 15345 Highland Ave, McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731-352-2262 • ATM

bankmbc.com

Rachel Lianne Kincy
Daughter of Jeanne Kincy

McKenzie High School 

Shelby Wygul
Employee

Bethel University

Zaria T. Sain & Dacia N. Sain
Daughters of Shewana Strayhorn & Danny Sain

Huntingdon High School

Courtney Jo Fowler
Daughter of Rick & Shawna Fowler

McKenzie High School 

Mary Beth Dickinson
Employee

Bethel University

Many high school graduates 
continue their educations once 
high school ends. Thousands 
upon thousands of  students 
trade in their hall passes and 
senior sweaters for syllabi, elec-
tives and core classes in college. 
Recent graduates increasingly 
recognize the importance of  
a college degree, as holding a 
degree has become essential in 
today's competitive workplace, 
since having any advantage can 
mean the difference between 
establishing a stable career or 
struggling to make ends meet.

Many graduates also recognize 
the importance of  choosing a 
major that translates well in the 
job market. Certain majors have 
historically been more popular 
than others among students. 
However, popular majors do not 
always make the best choices for 
jobs. The following are some of  
the popular majors and also ma-
jors that present the best track 
record for success and financial 
security.

Popular Undergraduate Majors

• Business Administration: 
According to the National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics, of  
the 1,650,000 bachelor's degrees 
conferred between 2009 and 2010, 
the greatest numbers of  degrees 
were given in the field of  busi-
ness, and those numbers remain 
quite steady. Business adminis-
tration graduates can find work 
in various industries.

• Psychology: From psycholo-
gists to school therapists, the 
possibilities for work in the 
psychology field abound, mak-
ing this a popular choice for 
college students. Psychologists 
study how the mind works and 
what causes human behavior, 
but a psychology degree can land 
graduates work in some surpris-
ing fields, including advertising 
and public relations.

• Health: Degrees in nurs-
ing and medicine will always 
be in demand. Medical careers 
continue to be some of  the most 
stable, and the need for doctors 
and nurses grows with every 
passing year. In addition to medi-
cal degrees in the traditional 
sense, biologists and molecular 
scientists can be employed to 
research diseases and operations 
of  the body and even research 
the connection between humans 
and the environment.

• Education: With every gen-
eration of  children comes a new 
crop of  students who need to be 
educated. This makes education 
yet another popular career path.

• Communications: Holding 
a communications degree opens 
up various career paths. It is a 
broad degree that can lead to 
careers in journalism, market-
ing, broadcasting, or television 
production.

• Computer science: Com-
puter hardware and software 
continue to play integral roles 
in daily life. Career opportuni-
ties in computer science include 

working on everything from ro-
botics to developing applications 
for tablets and mobile phones.

Best Majors for Finding Work

Some of  the more stable and 
well-paying college majors are 
not necessarily the most popular 
ones among students.

• Education: Teaching careers 
continue to be some of  the most 
prevalent and stable. The field 
of  education is essentially reces-
sion-proof, as there will always 
be a demand for educators in 
one capacity or another. Students 
looking for a stable, moderately 
paying career can consider earn-
ing a degree in education.

• Engineering:  Engineers 
are some of  the best-paid and 
most highly-coveted workers. 
Engineering careers cover many 
disciplines. Mechanical engi-
neering, electrical engineering, 
general engineering, and civil 
engineering are just some of  
the careers engineering majors 
can pursue.

• Math: Math and computer 
science majors should also be 
successful finding jobs. These 
number crunchers hold careers 
that span computer coding to 
math professors to corporate 
analysts.

Certain majors are popular, 
but others do better in the real 
world. Understanding the differ-
ence can help students choose 
the best options when selecting 
a major. 

Most Popular, Stable Majors 

Class of 2015Class of 2015



Hunter Chase Walker Heather Grace Whitworth

Justin Ray Todd

Spencer Cale Stewart Marcus Hunter Summers Courtney Nicole Taylor Jasmine Nichole 
Taylor-McHaney

Atlanta Reannea 
Morgan-Smothers

Harrison Claude RadfordJames Rance MorrisMoriah Marie MizeJasmine Nicole 
McKinney

Timothy Mark 
McKenzie

Mia Taryn McCainHannah Elizabeth LokeyIan Brooks LegensJacob Harrison HornHolly Martina GurleyJacob Hartford Gatewood

Haley Brianna EdmistonMercedes LaDawn EatonHunter Allen CorumChristopher William 
Copeland

Keaton Thomas CollinsJesse Dixon Adams

Samantha Marie Veliz
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William Alec ZillsRobert Cody Williams

GLEASON HIGH SCHOOL

A Note of
Congratulations
to the graduating 
class of 201 .

Hats off to you for your 
hard work and this fine 
accomplishment.

Bank of
Gleason

“For All Your Banking Needs”

Gleason, TN 38229
648-5506

McKenzie, TN 38201
352-2194

“It Only Takes A Minute To Get The Best Deal!”

I would like to personally  
congratulate all of the  

graduating Seniors. I am so 
proud for all that you have  

accomplished and I wish you 
all the best of luck in your  

future endeavors.
— Gary Simmons

Wagging Tails
GROOMING

Dogs 
and Cats

21207 Highway 22 • McKenzie, TN 38201• 352-5252

All Sizesand Breeds

dsMark Anderson
16198 Highland Dr. 
McKenzie, TN 38201
731-393-0444

Tennessee Check Advance

Class
2013

of
Class
2014

of
Class
2015

of

Class of 2015Class of 2015



Ashley Faith Cary

Matthew Chase Williams

Andrea Grace Peterson Steven Hunter Peterson Jack Dalton Preshern Kennedy Addison 
Pritchard

Sarah Isabella Rickman Steven Tracy Rosser, Jr.

Sebastian Nathanael
Melson

Ryan Keith McDanielStephanie Nicole LoweryAlexis Shelby LankfordKatrina Danielle JacksonDalton Lee Hollowell

Trevor Taylor Gooch Leah DeAnn HalterLuther Dylan GurleyTrent Cole GoochMatthew Logan GierschHunter Scott Garner

Benjamin Austin Crews Toshua Isaiah Croom Courtney Noelle DePriest Bradley Lan Derryberry Faith Marie Douglas Joshua Cody Douglas

Mason Brooke CoulterJacob Tait CoulterAbbie Priestly CardenCody Tyler ByrumKallie Cheyenne Berry
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Ashten Taylor Simpson Shawn Markus Lawrence 
Tucker

Jacob Lee Walker Brooke Shannon Webb

CLARKSBURG HIGH SCHOOL

You 
Did 
It!

Campbell’s WELL DRILLING, INC.

7852 TN-124  M

Congratulations to all the graduating seniors!
Congratulations,  

Class of 2015!
MERCHANTS
Outlet MallOutlet Mall

VENDOR BOOTHS AVAILABLE
15380 N. Highland • Highway 79 • McKenzie, TN 38201

731-352-9095
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK  • 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Congrats Seniors
Class of 2015!

Class of 2015Class of 2015



Justin Ray Hollowell Hannah Elizabeth Holt

Jon Leroy GordonJames Dalton Gibson

Dennis Logan GentryStephney Lanay FosterRebecca Lynn Falkinburg Jesse Hill Ford

Annie Marie EmertAdria Marie-Kay 
DePriest

Tawnee Cheyenne DavisSabrina Lynn DavisMadalin Rebecca 
Coleman

Shayla Patrice Clark

Bethany Carol/Lynn 
Bolin

Joshua David Brasher Doris Evelyn Meredith 
Brown

Casey Daniel Bush Joseph Dylan Campbell Dylan Shane Chesser

Nicholas Thomas 
Blackwell

Hunter Austin BennettSamantha Madison 
Barrow

Abigail Lee BarrentineKodie Wayne BakerKellan Walker Arnold
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Michael Henry Gordon Rhiannon Michelle Gray

Jaliah Atiya Horton Michael Lynn Huff Jr.

WEST CARROLL HIGH SCHOOL

14965 South Highland
McKenzie, TN 38201

Phone: 731-352-0483
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Sat 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

 Electrical

BR
SUPPLY, INC.

GRADUATE
TO REAL

CUSTOMER
SERVICE!

Congratulations
Class of
2012!

Congratulations
Class of
2013!

Congratulations
Class of
2014!

Congratulations
ff

2012!

CongratulationsCCCongratulationsCongratulationsCoCongratulationsCoCongratulations
CCCC
gggg
Class ofClass ofCClass ofClass ofClass ofClass ofCla fClass fClass fClass f

!!!!
CCClCClCl
2013!2013!2012!2012!2012!2012!

Congratulations
Class of
2015!

for joining the Marines

Congratulations to West Carroll Seniors

C112

DUSTIN MCCORD & DYLAN CHESSER

1105 State Route 77 • Atwood, TN  38220
731-662-7193

G & C Supply Co., Inc.

Congratulations 
to all 

West Carroll 
Seniors!

Totally Renovated

Welcome To

MCKenzie Inn TN.
Single $45 $50 $55King Double

& Furnished 3 BR Vacation Homes

731-393-0290
View It Or Book It @ a1valueinncom

We salute you, graduates, for a job well done. You’ve really 
worked hard for your diplomas, and we know you have many more 
accomplishments ahead of you. We expect great things from you 
in the future, and we wish you all good luck and much happiness.

Happy Graduation Day!

We Congratulate West Carroll
High School Graduates

and all Carroll County Seniors!

Town of Trezevant

Class of 2015Class of 2015



Alicia Monette Wade

Duncan Cameron Stratton

Anna Lisa Rickard

Elaynna Nichole Voris

Nathaniel Eliot 
Richardson

Chelsea Marie Prichard

Amanda Marie SmithAlysia Marlana Shear

Alexanderea Morgan 
Phelps

Taylor Thomas ShawChauncy Levelle Roberson

Andrew James NewbillPayton Paige Murphy

Dannielle Melody 
McDonald

Dustin Wesley McCord Desmond Travon Melton Emani Symmone Melton Jamesa T. Melton Seth Wayne Moling

Billie Deon Angelina 
Shay McClain

Morgan Ashley Lawrence Lexi Jo Little Lane Harold Lusk Meghan Elizabeth 
Markin

Esmeralda Janet Martinez

Iyonna LasterJustin Anthony KraemerCierra Maxine KirbyMatthew Porter JonesHannah Ripley JohnsonKatie Brooke Hurley

Jerricca June Wade

Hailey Dain Whitmore

Christopher Dalton 
Weaver

Serinity Lee Williams
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WEST CARROLL HIGH SCHOOL

  All This   All This 
Hassle Hassle 
For A   For A   
 Tassel! Tassel!

It Was Worth It!It Was Worth It!

Congratulations

Class of 2015
from...

• Huntingdon
• McKenzie 

• McLemoresville 
• Eastside Branch Huntingdon

• Milan 
• Camden
• Bradford

• Paris 

Spivey 
Eye Clinic, P.C.

Class of 2015Class of 2015
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WEST CARROLL HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 66

By Ernie Smothers
smothers@mckenziebanner.com

ATWOOD (May 14) — As West 
Carroll High School’s marching 
band played the beautiful proces-
sional “Pomp and Circumstance”, 
a capacity crowd stood silently as 
the WCHS Class of  2015, led by 
school administrators and faculty,  
walked together for the final time 
into the school’s gymnasium.

Following opening comments 
by WCHS Principal Lex Suite and 
invocation by Class of  2015’s Mi-
chael Lynn Huff  Jr, WCHS Class 
of  2015 President Stephney Lanay 
Foster welcomed attendees.

She said, “Welcome proud par-
ents, siblings, and loved ones of  
our graduates. Welcome dedicated 
faculty and staff. And welcome 
and congratulations to the Class 
of  2015! The day we have looked up 
to for so long and thought would 
never come is finally here. We 
have anticipated this moment 
for so long now that it is close to 
overwhelming.”

Quoting Proverbs, Chapter 
three, verses five and six from 
the Holy Bible, she continued, 
“Throughout our lives we’ve al-
ways focused on what’s ahead or 
what happened yesterday instead 
of  focusing on what’s in front of  
us. As we are in our final mo-
ments of  being seniors, let us 
take the time to enjoy the present. 
Each of  you has made an impact\t 
on my life and I will never forget 
the memories we have shared as 
a class. I wish you all the best in 
whatever you do. Remember, with 

God on your side, you can accom-
plish anything.”

During her Salutatorian Ad-
dress, Doris Evelyn Meredith 
Brown praised school adminis-
trators, faculty members, and 
parents for helping her and her 
classmates persevere.

Addressing her classmates, she 
said, “We have all have our own 
hopes for the future that we have 
spent an immense amount of  time 
planning and preparing for this 
past year. We’ve all been so eager 
to move on to the next chapter of  
our lives, yet now that the time 
has come, many of  us have found 
that we are not ready to move on. 
It is important to remember that 
whenever there is a meeting, a 
parting is sure to follow. However, 
this parting needs not last forever. 
My final words of  encouragement 
are Namaste and good luck.”

During his upbeat speech, Class 
of  2015 Valedictorian Lane Har-
old Lusk said, “The day we have 
been waiting for thirteen years is 
finally upon us. The journey get-
ting here hasn’t been easy, though. 
We encountered our first real 
struggle in the first grade when 
nap time was taken away from 
us. And, just when you thought 
school lunches couldn’t get any 
worse, Michelle Obama came into 
our lives. Because of  her, our daily 
menu options consisted of  whole 
grain pizza, whole grain carrots, 
and whole grain mystery meat. 
Thanks Obama!”

The crowd laughed and ap-
plauded.

Continuing, Lusk said, “Grad-
uation is both an exciting and 

frightful event because we are 
faced with the reality that this 
is the last night we will all be in 
the same room together, but it 
is also the night that kick starts 
whatever journey we decide to 
take with our lives. As seniors 
in high school now, we look back 
and laugh at the things we used to 
worry about. When we are seniors 
in nursing homes, we will look 
back and laugh about the things 
worry about now. Take the time 
to smell the roses and appreciate 
what you have. As Elbert Hubbard 
once said, “Don’t take life too seri-
ously, because nobody gets out of  
it alive.”

Suite announced the following 
top ten graduates: 1-Lane Harold 
Lusk; 2-Doris Evelyn Meredith 
Brown; 3-Duncan Cameron Strat-
ton; 4-Meghan Elizabeth Markin; 
5-Shayla Patrice Clark; 6-Hannah 
Elizabeth Holt; 7-Samantha Madi-
son Barrow; 8-Anna Lisa Rickard; 
9-Rhiannon Michelle Gray; 10-Mat-
thew Porter Jones. 

Upon presentation of  seniors 
by West Carroll Special School 
District Director of  Schools Eric 
Williams, Suite, with the assis-
tance of  WCSSD School Board 
President, Jimmy Halford, pre-
sented diplomas to the following 
West Carroll Class of  2015 gradu-
ates: Kellan Walker Arnold, Kodie 
Wayne Baker, Abigail Lee Barren-
tine, Samantha Madison Barrow, 
Hunter Austin Bennett, Nicholas 
Thomas Blackwell, Bethany Carol, 
Lynn Bolin, Joshua David Brash-
er, Doris Evelyn Meredith Brown, 
Casey Daniel Bush, Joseph Dylan 
Campbell, Dylan Shane Chesser, 

Shayla Patrice Clark, Madalin 
Rebecca Coleman, Sabrina Lynn 
Davis, Tawnee Cheyenne Davis, 
Adria Marie-Kay DePriest, An-
nie Marie Emert, Rebecca Lynn 
Falkinburg, Jesse Hill Ford, 
Stephney Lanay Foster, Dennis 
Logan Gentry, James Dalton Gib-
son, Jon Leroy Gordon, Michael 
Henry Gordon, Rhiannon Mi-
chelle Gray, Justin Ray Hollowell, 
Hannah Elizabeth Holt, Jaliah 
Atiya Horton, Michael Lynn Huff  
Jr, Katie Brooke Hurley, Hannah 
Ripley Johnson, Matthew Por-
ter Jones, Cierra Maxine Kirby, 
Justin Anthony Kraemer, Iyonna 
Laster, Morgan Ashley Lawrence, 
Lexi Jo Little, Lane Harold Lusk, 
Meghan Elizabeth Markin, Esmer-
alda Janet Martinez, Billie Deon 
Angelina Shay McClain, Dustin 
Wesley McCord, Dannielle Melo-
dy McDonald, Desmond Travon 
Melton, Emani Symmone Melton, 
Jamesa T. Melton, Seth Wayne 
Moling, Payton Paige Murphy, 
Andrew James Newbill, Alexan-
derea Morgan Phelps, Chelsea 
Marie Pritchard, Nathaniel Eliot 
Richardson, Anna Lisa Rickard, 
Chauncy Levelle Roberson, Taylor 
Thomas Shaw, Alysia Marlana 
Shear, Amanda Marie Smith, Dun-
can Cameron Stratton, Elaynna 
Nichole Voris, Alicia Monette 
Wade, Jerricca June Wade, Chris-
topher Dalton Weaver, Hailey Dain 
Whitmore, Serinity Lee Williams.

Following benediction by Josh-
ua David Brasher, WCHS Class of  
2015 graduates tossed their mortar 
boards skyward before being em-
braced by family and friends.

CLARKSBURG HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 35

Above, West Carroll Class of  2015 Salutatorian Doris Evelyn 
Meredith Brown President Stephney Lanay Foster, and Vale-
dictorian Lane Harold Lusk.  Below, West Carroll Class of  
2015 graduate Christopher Dalton Weaver celebrates with 
his parents, Chris and Kelly Weaver.

Left, We did it! West Carroll Class of  2015 tosses their mortar boards skyward.  Right, West Carroll Principal Lex Suite congratulates Maryville football scholarship signee Michael 
Lynn Huff  Jr.

By Brad Sam
banner@mckenziebanner.com

CLARKSBURG (May 15) — 
Commencement for the Clarks-
burg High School Class of  2015 
was held Friday night in the gym-
nasium. 35 seniors took the walk 
to receive diplomas and close out 
a 13-year chapter in their lives.

The ceremony began with the 
processional, and then Director 
of  Schools Tony Tucker welcomed 
friends and family. Next, slide-
show was played, showing each 
senior, followed by a video mes-
sage by each thanking parents, 
family, and friends for their years 
of  support.

Class Historian Hunter Peter-
son spoke, saying in part that the 
class was more like a family and 
that the school would never be 
the same without them. After his 
speech, he paused and took out his 
cell phone to take a selfie with his 
fellow seniors.

Salutatorian Faith Douglas pre-
sented her speech next, saying in 
part, “I hope you not only never 
forget this place and what you 
have accomplished here, I hope 
you will look back and be proud 
of  how far you have come.”

Finally, Valedictorian Ashten 
Simpson delivered her address, 
saying in part, “Graduation is a 
door that welcomes us to a new 
beginning. Beyond that door is 
a completely different world, a 

world that is constantly chang-
ing, with new challenges around 
every corner that we must face. 
Sometimes, when we are faced 
with these adversities, we are go-
ing to be able to face them head 
on and conquer them. Other times 
we are going to stumble and fail in 
the presence of  a new challenge. 
When this happens, we must al-
ways remember that nothing is 
impossible to accomplish as long 
as you work hard and believe in 
yourself.”

Next, special awards and schol-

arships were presented. Stokes 
Surveying Scholarships were 
awarded to Kallie Berry and Sarah 
Rickman. Waylon Seagraves Me-
morial Scholarships were awarded 
to Abbie Carden, Jacob Coulter, 
Mason Coulter, Ryan McDaniel, 
Andrea Peterson, Hunter Peter-
son, Ashten Simpson, and Brooke 
Webb. The Ray and Wilma Smith 
Scholarship was awarded to Abbie 
Carden. The Jan Gurley Memorial 
Scholarship was awarded to Faith 
Douglas. The AmVets Post 33 of  
Parkers Crossroads Scholarship 

was awarded to Trevor Gooch. 
Scholar Athlete awards were given 
to Ryan McDaniel and Sarah Rick-
man. Senior Service awards went 
to Sarah Rickman and Shawn 
Tucker. The FirstBank Scholar-
ship was awarded to Ashten Simp-
son. The Clarksburg High School 
Alumni Service Scholarships 
were awarded to Ashten Simpson 
and Shawn Tucker. Chosen as the 
2014-15 Clarksburg High School 
Student of  the Year was Abbie 
Carden.

The top ten in the class, from 

tenth to first, were Trevor Gooch, 
Sarah Rickman, Alexis Lankford, 
Leah Halter, Joshua Douglas, 
Stephanie Lowery, Abbie Carden, 
Hunter Peterson, Faith Douglas, 
and Ashten Simpson.

Following the presentation of  
diplomas was a Clarksburg tradi-
tion of  graduates presenting roses 
to their parents. When Sarah Rick-
man received her roses, it was an-
nounced by Director Tucker that 
she would be presenting a rose to 
her sister, Tessa, in memory of  
their late mother, Tabitha.

The commencement ceremony 
ended with the singing of  the 
alma mater and the tossing of  the 
mortarboards.

2015 Clarksburg graduates were 
Kallie Cheyenne Berry, Cody Tyler 
Byrum, Abbie Priestly Carden 
(honors and distinction, Tennes-
see Scholar), Ashley Faith Cary, 
Jacob Tait Coulter, Mason Brooke 
Coulter, Benjamin Austin Crews, 
Toshua Isaiah Croom, Courtney 
Noelle DePriest, Bradley Lane 
Derryberry, Faith Marie Douglas 
(distinction, Salutatorian), Joshua 
Cody Douglas (honors), Hunter 
Scott Garner, Matthew Logan 
Giersch, Trent Cole Gooch, Trevor 
Taylor Gooch, Luther Dylan Gur-
ley, Leah Deann Halter, Dalton Lee 
Hollowell, Katrina Danielle Jack-
son, Alexis Shelby Lankford (hon-
ors), Stephanie Nicole Lowery 
(distinction), Ryan Keith McDan-
iel, Sebastian Nathanael Melson, 
Andrea Grace Peterson, Steven 
Hunter Peterson (distinction), 
Jack Dalton Preshern, Kennedy 
Addison Pritchard, Sarah Isabella 
Rickman (Tennessee Scholar), 
Steven Tracy Rosser Jr., Ashten 
Taylor Simpson (honors and dis-
tinction, Tennessee Scholar, Vale-
dictorian), Shawn Markus Law-
rence Tucker (honors), Jacob Lee 
Walker, Brooke Shannon Webb, 
and Matthew Chase Williams.

The Clarksburg High School Class of  2015 tosses mortarboards high into the air in celebration.

Above, Speakers at the Clarksburg commencement (l to r): 
Class Historian Hunter Peterson, Salutatorian Faith Doug-
las, and Valedictorian Ashten Simpson.  Below, Class Secre-
tary Sarah Rickman presents a rose to her sister, Tessa, in 
memory of  their late mother, Tabitha Rickman.



Page 16 • The McKenzie Banner • 2015 Graduation Edition

GLEASON HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 28

HOLLOW ROCK-BRUCETON GRADUATES 47

By Ernie Smothers
smothers@mckenziebanner.com

BRUCETON (May 15) — A 
l a r g e  a s s e m b l y  o f  f a m i l y, 
friends, teachers, school admin-
istrators and media joined  Hol-
low Rock-Bruceton Central High 
School seniors inside the school 
gymnasium for the CHS Class of  
2015 graduation ceremony.

Following senior processional 
into the gym to Elgar’s Pomp 
and Circumstances played by 
the Central High School Band, 
invocation by Class of  2015 mem-
ber Nathaniel David Grimm, 
and the playing of  the National 
Anthem, Class of  2015 President 
Allison Laine Young welcomed 
attendees. 

She said, “Members of  the 
board of  Education, Superinten-
dent Duncan, Principal Gilmer, 
faculty members, family and 
friends; the Class of  2015 would 
like to welcome all of  you to 
our graduation ceremony. To-
night we gather for one last time 
as the Class of  2015. This day 
marks the end of  sharing com-
mon highs and lows, laughter 
and tears, dreams and fears.”

Quoting Jeremiah 29:11 from 
the Holy Bible, Young conclud-
ed, “As we begin each day of  this 
new chapter of  our lives we may 
often face difficult choices in 
deciding what God has planned 

for us. We will make mistakes, 
but remember that God is still 
there! He is always behind us 
saying ‘This is the way, walk in 
it.’ We just need to be sure that 
we are listening! Good luck and 
God bless!”

The Class of  2015, led by se-
nior Cabe Ivory Sala, sang the 
Bill Withers classic, “Lean on 
Me.”

CHS Principal Tim Gilmer 
recognized Honor Scholar Grad-
uates, distinguished by the wear-
ing of  a gold tassel, who had 
taken the most rigorous classes 
offered at CHS and scored an 18 
or above on the English section 
of  the A.C.T., a 22 or above on 
the mathematics section, a 22 
or above on the Reading sec-
tion, and a 23 or above on the 
Science section average for four 
years. They were: Brandon Lee 
Hilliard, Dalton Lee Sellers, and 
Grace Alexandria White.

Continuing, Gilmer recog-
nized Allison Laine Young as 
a Graduate of  Distinction. To 
earn the honor, a student must 
maintain an overall B average 
or above in high school and par-
ticipate in the at least one of  the 
following: participate in at least 
one of  the Governor’s Schools, 
participate on one of  the state’s 
All-State Musical organizations, 
attain a composite score of  31 or 
higher on the A.C.T., earn 12 or 

more semester hours of  tran-
scripted postsecondary credit.

Gilmer announced the fol-
l o w i n g  C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 5  To p 
Ten: 1-Brandon Lee Hilliard; 
2-Kordell Stone Young; 3-Grace 
Alexandria White; 4-Devon Wade 
Coble; 5-Carly Faith Jernigan; 
6 -Brittany Michele  Taylor; 
7-Christina Michelle French, 
8-Dalton Kee Sellers; 9-Allison 
Laine Young; 10-Alexis Michelle 
Reynolds.  

During Salutatorian’s Ad-
dress, Kordell Stone Young ad-
dressed his fellow classmates, 
“Today is no small feat. Gradu-
ating today is perhaps the most 
significant and life altering 
achievement most of  you can 
claim to this day. Never hesitate 
to recognize how proud each and 
every person here today is for 
you to complete such a long and 
difficult task. Having worked for 
over thirteen years for just this 
moment, it is hard to ignore the 
determination, perseverance, 
patience, hard work and even 
sacrifice that embodies itself  in 
the attitudes of  every graduate.”

He continued, “Throughout 
my years in high school, not 
only have I gained knowledge 
of  the subjects I have studied, 
but I have learned many other 
lessons as well. Gaining intel-
ligence is not the only purpose 
of  school. School has helped to 

build priceless social skills, as 
well as, instilled a value to suc-
ceed. I don’t know about you, but 
when I see others performing 
well I take it as a challenge to 
try my best as well.”

He concluded, “Instead of  
following the path of  past gen-
erations and graduating classes, 
I challenge you to make your 
own path.

The risks are always present, 
but the battle makes the win 
so much sweeter. For me, it is 
neither about the money nor 
the notoriety of  a position, but 
rather whether I can make a 
difference and love what I do. 
Thank all of  you for the memo-
ries. We made it!”

During Valedictorian’s Ad-
dress, Brandon Lee Hilliard 
said, “I had hoped for years that 
I wouldn’t be in this position 
because I was terrified of  speak-
ing. Somehow I’m here. So, now 
that I have you all here, I want to 
talk about two things. Firstly, I 
want to talk about words. Words 
are powerful. They can lift you 
up, they can tear you down, they 
can inspire and electrify. Words 
can make peace, and words can 
make war. We should all learn 
to use our words.

He continued, “Now I want 
to talk about actions. Actions 
are the foundation of  integrity. 
Who we are as individuals is 

defined by our actions. We may 
say whatever we feel is neces-
sary, but our actions show our 
true intent. Actions are power-
ful, and it may take many good 
actions to repair the damage of  
a single bad one.”

He concluded, “So, now that 
we are here at the turning point 
in our lives, we must choose. 
Will we choose to be men and 
women of  words, or will we live 
by our actions? From this mo-
ment on, our actions will define 
us. Actions will test the odds 
and let us succeed. Remember 
this day, and remember to take 
action. This is only the begin-
ning.”

The Class of  2015 then sang R. 
Kelly’s, “The World’s Greatest.”

Following presentation of  
awards and special honors, Cen-
tral Director of  Schools David 
Duncan presented the Class of  
2015 to the Board of  Education.

Duncan and Central School 
Board member Vicki Brown, 
mother of  Class of  2015 gradu-
ate Dylan Foster Brown, pre-
sented diplomas to the follow-
ing Class of  2015 graduates: 
Kassidy Grace Addair, Kelci Jo 
Bartles, Hunter Lee Birdwell, 
Austin James Bond, Qourtlen 
Reece Broomfield, Dylan Foster 
Brown, Hannah Nicole Cantrell, 
Jayme Lynn Christman, Devon 
Wade Coble, Briana Taylor Cole, 

Megan Leanne Comer, Tyler Lee 
Cook, Matthew Thomas Dill-
ingham, Mary Beth Edwards, 
Gabrielle Danielle Forguson, 
Christina Michelle French, 
Hailey Lorene Glosson, Alexas 
Leigh Goodwin, Hunter Jess 
Griffin, Nathaniel David Grimm, 
Brandon Lee Hilliard, Maddolyn 
Marie Hoffner, Shelby Nichole 
Hughart, Carly Faith Jernigan, 
Trystan Isaiah Johnson, Hayden 
Drew Jordan, Brandon Shayne 
King, Dalton Leslie Noles, Cory 
Blake Pardue, Demathis Mari-
kicus Parker, James Terry Ray, 
Alexis Michelle Reynolds, James 
Dewayne Rogers, Cabe Ivory 
Sala, Evan Michael Scronce, 
Dalton Lee Sellers, Becky Marie 
Stanek, Ashley Celeste Stock-
dale, Brittany Michele Taylor, 
Van Michael Wadley II, Adam 
Ryan Walker,  Tara Daphne 
Ward, Grace Alexandria White, 
Andrew James Willis, Kaelin 
Dwayne Willis, Allison Laine 
Young, and Kordell Stone Young.   

Following the singing of  the 
Alma Mater and closing prayer 
by Qourtlen Reece Broomfield, 
Class of  2015 graduates formed 
two receiving lines before cast-
ing their mortar boards sky-
ward in celebration.

Left, Showtime! 2015 Central graduates prepare to toss their mortarboards.  Middle, Central Class of  2015 Salutatorian Kordell Stone Young, Class President Allison Laine Young, and 
Valedictorian Brandon Lee Hilliard.  Right, Class of  2015 graduate Dalton Lee Sellers and his mom, Sheryl Sellers.  
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Gleason High School gradu-
ated 28 students during the 
Friday, May 15 ceremonies in 
the gymnasium. 

The Students marched two-
by-two into the gymnasium. 
GHS Principal Trish Price, As-
sistant Principal Lee Lawrence, 
and School Board Member Lin-
dell Roney were seated on the 
elevated platfor m, where he 
graduate received his or her 
diploma.

Class President Keaton Col-
lins welcomed everyone to the 
ceremony. His address was fol-
lowed by a video presentation 
of  each of  the graduates show-

ing their baby photos and their 
graduation photos.

Following the video, Han-
nah Lokey, salutatorian and 
Spencer Stewart, valedictorian, 
presented their speeches.

Mrs. Price announced indi-
vidual awards for the students 
and their future plans just prior 
to the presentation of  diplomas.

One senior, Cody Williams 
was unable to attend because 
he is still recuperating from a 
mid-school year car accident.

Another classmate was re-
membered. Samuel Colt Staf-
ford died in a house fire several 
years ago.

Graduates  include:  Jesse 
Dixon Adams, Keaton Thomas 
Collins, Christopher William 
Copeland, Hunter Allen Corum, 
Mercedes LaDawn Eaton, Haley 
Brianna Edmiston, Jacob Hart-
ford Gatewood, Holly Martina 
Gurley, Jacob Harrison Horn, 
Ian Brooks Legens, Hannah 
Elizabeth Lokey, Mia Taryn Mc-
Cain, Timothy Mark McKenzie, 
Jasmine Nicole McKinney, Mo-
riah Marie Mize, James Rance 
Morris, Harrison Claude Rad-
ford, Atlanta Reannea Morgan-
Smothers, Spencer Cale Stew-
art, Marcus Hunter Summers, 
Courtney Nicole Taylor, Jas-
mine Nichole Taylor-McHaney, 
Justin Ray Todd, Samantha Ma-
rie Veliz, Hunter Chase Walker, 
Heather Grace Whitworth, Rob-
ert Cody Williams, and William 
Alec Zills.

Left, Group photo of  the entire class of  graduates.  Right, Hannah Lokey, salutatorian, Spencer Stewart, valedictorian, and Keaton Collins, class president.

The turning of  the tassels to complete the graduation ceremony.

IF YOU CAN IMAGINE IT
YOU CAN ACHIEVE IT
IF YOU CAN DREAM IT
YOU CAN BECOME IT
WILLIAM ARTHUR WARD
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