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T
h e  C l a s s  o f  
2016 at McKen-
zie graduated 
Sunday,  May 
15 in the school 
gymnasium as 
p a r e n t s  a n d 
friends filled 
the facility to 
capacity.

It was the 92nd graduating 
class from McKenzie Special 
School District and the 107th 
from McKenzie. A total of  91 
graduated during commence-
ment exercises.

Students proceeded into the 
auditorium to the sound of  Pomp 
and Circumstances and took 
their seats in chairs on the gym-
nasium floor.

The event was filled with tra-
dition of  the ladies reading the 
red colored caps and gowns while 
the men wore the gray colors. 

Aiden Gonzalez led the gather-
ing in the Pledge of  Allegiance 
to the Flag, Annias Haney per-
formed the National Anthem on 
the saxophone and Kelsey Spivey, 
class president, provided the 
remarks to welcome everyone to 
the ceremony.

Laura Ashleigh Cole provid-
ed the Salutatory Address and 
Kensley Horner, the Valedictory 
Address.

MHS Principal Tim Watkins 
announced a list of  scholarships 
and other honors prior to pre-
senting the class to receive their 
diplomas. 

Sheila Ridley, guidance coun-
selor, announced each gradu-
ate’s name as he or she crossed 
the elevated platform to receive 
his or her diploma from John 
Austin, chairman of  the Board 
of  Education and Tim Watkins.

After all graduates received 
their diplomas, the class moved 
their tassels from left to right, 
sang the Alma Mater, and tossed 
their caps into the air in celebra-
tion.

Distinguished Scholars In-
clude:  Christine Grace Aden, 
Lindsey Michelle Balius, Lexie 
Nicole Bolin, Andre James Cart-
er, Laura Ashleigh Cole, Aiden 

Alexander Gonzalez, Hunter 
Lynn Harris, Kensley Brooke 
Horner, Nathan Bradley Jones, 
Joshua Ray Keenan, Chase Mat-
thew Kelley, Brooklyn Leann 
Kelly, Charles Joseph Austin 
Lindsey, Esmeralda Mejorado, 
Mitch Hale Merrick, Cameron 
William Oakley, Conner Kingsley 
Pinson, Cecelia Rae Pomphrey, 
Jennifer Lauren Riley, Kelsey 
Hope Spivey, Jack McKendree 
Surber, Cecilia Grace Sutton, and 
Antonio Vega.

The 2016 Top Ten included: 
Christine Grace Aden, Laura 
Ashleigh Cole, Aiden Alexan-
der Gonzalez, Kensley Brooke 
Horner, Conner Kingsley Pinson, 
Mitch Hale Merrick, Cameron 
William Oakley, Jennifer Lauren 
Riley, Kelsey Hope Spivey, and 
Jack McKendree Surber.

In the President’s Address, 
Spivey said, “We never thought 
this day would come but here we 
are. I want to look at our years 
in school from Kindergarten 
to twelfth grade as a game. For 
the past 13 years we have been 
preparing for this moment. Ev-
erything that our teachers have 
put us through has all led up to 
this point. We have been taught 
how to persevere when things 

got hard. We have learned to 
focus on things that are impor-
tant. We've been practicing skills 
like working with others and 
overcoming whatever obstacles 
come our way. All of  our hard 
work has led us here on May 15, 
2016. Here we are ready to take 
on life.”

She told of  Thomas Edison, 
Walt Disney, and J.K. Rowlings, 
who each had some failures in 
their path to greatness. 

“These people never gave up,” 
said Spivey.” They endured the 
hardships and pressed on. At 
many points in their life, they 
could have settled for what was 
easier. But they overcame their 
failures and when life decided 
to knock them down, they got 
back up. That's what I encour-
age all of  you to do. Whether 
it is in college, the military, or 
the workforce, do not settle for 
anything other than the best. 
Strive to get that promotion. 
Work to improve your rank. You 
only limit yourself. Write your 
own award winning book series, 
invent something new, become a 
millionaire, but don't forget the 
small people like your senior 
class president.”

Salutatorian Cole told the 
graduates they had achieved the 
status of  high school graduate, a 
level achieved by many. The real 
challenge is to forge ahead and 
take the challenge to distinguish 
oneself  from others.

“The statistics and numbers 
do not love you,” said Cole. ”To 
quote Neil Degrasse Tyson, an 
astrophysicist and director of  
the Hayden Planetarium in New 
York City, "If  your ego starts 
out, 'I am important, I am big, I 
am special,' you are in for some 
disappointments. You're small 
in time and in space." In a tra-
ditional graduation speech, I 
would tell you that you will go 
forth and succeed. Unfortunately, 
I can only promise that you will 
fail sometimes. There have been 
many times in my life where 
my "best" was not good enough. 
Failure is defined as: the state or 
condition of  not meeting a desir-
able or intended objective, and 
may be viewed as the opposite 
of  success. However, I believe 

failure is more beneficial than 
success. Failure is not the end; 
failure is a teacher and a means 
of  motivation. If  you are waiting 
for success to be handed to you, 
it won't. However, every opportu-
nity is a gift and it is your choice 
whether you take advantage of  
what is presented or not. Tak-
ing risks is hard scary work, 
but regret is much worse. Look-
ing back on high school, we all 
could have taken more chances. 
Maybe we could have taken more 
challenging classes or spent 
more time with our family and 
friends. We are about to begin 
a new journey in life filled with 
new opportunities that we can 
choose to take or ignore. What 
I am speaking about today is as 
much advice to myself  as it is 
to you. Life constantly hands us 
opportunities to experience new 
things, learn, and even fail. It is 
wonderful to have big dreams, 
but if  you spend all your time 
sleeping, you will never even 
get the chance to succeed. Go 
out and try, but don't get caught 
waiting. You can plan your fu-
ture all day however you cannot 
live there. If  you don't live in the 
present and take the opportuni-
ties you are given, you will never 
make anything happen in the fu-
ture. So try in everything you do. 
Give each opportunity and each 
experience your full attention. 
You will probably fail more times 
than you will succeed, but keep 
picking yourself  up and dusting 
yourself  off. That is the only way 
to achieve your goals in life.”

Valedictorian Horner said, 
“The list of  important things 
we've learned in high school 
goes on and on. But there's one 
major lesson that I hope we'll all 
remember as we begin to write 
the next chapter of  our lives.

“And that is that we are in 
charge.

“We are in charge of  our-
selves. We are in charge of  what 
we do. We are in charge of  where 
we go from here. And, above all, 
we are in charge of  who we be-
come. As we make our decisions 
about these things for ourselves, 
it is important that we consider 
our own opinions.

“Don't let the opinions of  

other people keep you from pur-
suing your passions. You are 
responsible for making yourself  
happy, and only you can truly 
know what will.

“Some of  us are lucky enough 
to already have it all figured 
out, but many of  us have yet to 
discover our passion- to discover 
what inspires us. Something that 
makes us want to work. It is true 
that most people find out what 
that is through experience, so 
never tum down a new task…

“So, what if  your dream isn't 
something that will take years 
to reach? Not everyone is meant 
to go to college for twelve years, 
become the CEO of  a company, 
or lead the nation. Furthermore, 
working an average job does not 
make you any less important. 
There is no such thing as small 
jobs. In a sea of  people doing the 
same work, you get to decide if  
you will be the one who makes a 
difference. Abraham Lincoln put 
it best in saying, "Whatever you 
are, be a good one."

Whatever you choose to do 
in life, I challenge you to do it 
because it makes you proud of  
yourself. You're going to want to 
be able to look back on your life 
and say, "Yeah... I was the person 
that I was meant to be." Because 
that is the key to your success,” 
concluded Miss Horner.

MHS Principal Tim Watkins 
said, “Of  the 90 graduating se-
niors, 53 plan to enroll in a 4-year 
college or university; nine plan  
to attend a two-year college; 17 
plan to enroll in a vocational/
technical school; two have en-
listed in the military; and five 
will join the work force and four 
are undecided.

Many of  these graduates who 
will pursue post-secondary ed-
ucation have applied for and 
have received scholarships. The 
amount to date is $1,983,249 to 
attend 21 different colleges, uni-
versities, or technical schools. 

Graduates included: Chris-
tine Grace Aden, Madison Char-
leace Allen, Jeremiah Kendall 
Bailey, Blake Harrison Baker, 
Lindsey Michelle Balius, Geor-
gia Evelyn Barker, Alicia Ame-
lia Barrilleaux, Lexie Nicole 
Bolin, Tyler Curtis Bruce, Wil-

liam Hunter Bynum, Sanjua-
nita Cardoza, Ramsey William 
Carter, André James Carter, 
Ashley Nicole Casey, Jonathan 
Bradley Castleman, Brady Al-
len Cheatham, Laura Ashleigh 
Cole, Kaley Jordan Coleman, 
Triston Gagge Conway, Carla 
Beth Craddock, William Elijah 
Dixon, Sierra Elizabeth Dugall, 
Tyler Ray Duke, Joshua Ray 
Eaton, Cheyenne Jean Evans, 
Daniel Michyale Fisher, Madi-
son Danielle Fortune, Cailey 
Ashlin Garner, Charlene An-
nette Gilbert, William Augustus 
Glass, Aiden Alexander Gonza-
lez, Kevin Ronald Green, William 
Scott Hairrell, Brody Alexander 
Hamilton, Charles Annias Haney, 
Hunter Lynn Harris, Brandon 
Michael Hartsfield, Jordon De-
andre Haynes, Taylor Isavia 
Haynes, Aaron Jonah Hilliard, 
Kyle Martin Hopper, Kensley 
Brooke Horner, Brianna Kristine 
Houck, Jessica Reneá Hughes, 
Dylan Nathanael Hunt, Kenon 
Lorenzo Hutcherson, Jamocus 
Deruz Willis Jackson, Nathan 
Bradley Jones, Mariah Alysse 
Kautz,  Joshua Ray Keenan, 
Chase Matthew Kelley, Brooklyn 
Leann Kelly, Slatin Wade Legens, 
Charles Joseph Austin Lindsey, 
Mackenzie Rae Marlow, Infinity 
Najay McClerkin, Emma Lynn 
McDaniel, Noah Kyle McEwen, 
Kyle Desean McKennie, Dejan 
Mykel McNulty, Esmeralda Me-
jorado, Mitchell Hale Merrick, 
Mattie Elizabeth Moore, Dylan 
Bryan Nolin, Cameron William 
Oakley, Erin Michelle Parker, 
Conner Kingsley Pinson, Cece-
lia Rae Pomphrey, Austin Lynn 
Pratt, Autumn Leigh Pratt, Haley 
Leann Presley, Logan Washburn 
Priestley, William Allen Puckett, 
Jennifer Lauren Riley, Ellie Jo 
Roditis, Trevor Mckenzie Roof, 
Jacqualine Christa Sawyer, Tay-
lor Marie Sawyers,  Chad Ryan 
Saylor, Dakota Michael Shaw, 
Hunter Lynn Smith, Kelsey 
Hope Spivey, Jack Mckendree 
Surber, Cecilia Grace Sutton, 
Regan Brooke Toombs, Saman-
tha Nicole Townes, Isaiah Kierre 
Townes, Patrick Russell Turman, 
Antonio Vega, Dylan Michal Vin-
son and Abbeygail Reanne Webb.

Congrats, Graduates! This Edition Honors You

T
he McKenzie 
B a n n e r  a n d 
our advertis-
ers are proud 
to again pres-
ent this special 
g r a d u a t i o n 
section. As in 

years past, this section features 
area seniors from McKenzie, 
Huntingdon, Central, West Car-
roll, Clarksburg and Gleason 
High Schools.

This section was made possi-
ble by the many local businesses 

who are extending congratula-
tions and best wishes for a bright 
future for every student.  

They also express gratitude for 
your continued support of  their 
business. 

The Banner urges you to read 
each advertisement and the mes-
sage it extends.

We also ask that you remem-
ber these advertisers and show 
them your support. 

The McKenzie Banner extends 
our sincere appreciation to all 
area schools for providing names 

and photographs of  each gradu-
ating student.  

Thank you to the teachers who 
educated these seniors from kin-
dergarten through high school. 
You have changed their lives in 
more ways than you may realize. 
Your tireless effort and patience 
has made the difference in our 
community. You’ve shaped our 
doctors, lawyers, teachers, engi-
neers, military, firefighters, po-
lice officers, and so many count-
less others. Thank you teachers.

Thank you to the parents 

that helped with homework and 
school projects. You made late-
night runs to the store for school 
supplies. You attended parent-
teacher conferences and took an 
interest in your child’s dreams 
and hopes. 

A big thank you to all parents 
for everything you have done and 
will do for your children.

Without great businesses, 
teachers and parents, our com-
munity would not be what it is: 
a great place to live.

A Note of
Congratulations
to the graduating 
class of 2016.

accomplishment.

Bank of
Gleason

“For All Your Banking Needs”

Gleason, TN 38229
648-5506

McKenzie, TN 38201
352-2194

201

MELTON’S
AUTO SERVICE & EXXON

Gaylon Melton & Jerry Rayburn, Owners
15000 HIGHLAND DRIVE, McKENZIE, TN 38201

731-352-6100

• Full Service      • Mechanic On Duty
• 40 Years Experience      • Car Wash & Detail

Congratulations Class of 2016!Congratulations Class of 2016!

Spivey 
Eye Clinic, P.C.

1. Laura Ashleigh Cole, salutatorian, Kensley Brooke Horner, valedictorian, and Kelsey Spivey, class president.  
2. McKenzie graduate 91 students during commencement exercises on May 15.  3. Ellie Jo Roditis receives her 
diploma from John Austin, school board chairman. Roditis graduated with honors. Her senior year included 
representing the United States in clay target shotgun contests in Italy and Germany.  4. William Elijah Dixon 
receives his diploma from John Austin, school board chairman.  5. The newly graduated class of  2016, tosses 
their hats in the air.  6. Annias Haney performs the National Anthem. 

McKenzie Graduates 91 in Sunday Ceremony
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VENDOR 
BOOTHS 

AVAILABLE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Congratulations Congratulations 
to all of the to all of the 

Area Seniors!Area Seniors!

Taylor SawyersTaylor SawyersTaylor Sawyers

MERCHANTSMERCHANTS
Outlet MallOutlet MallOutlet Mall

15380 N. Highland • Highway 79
McKenzie, TN 38201

731-352-9095

D & D
Service Center and Wrecker Service

352-5641  * 352-0104 * 24-Hour Wrecker Service * David Ferguson, Owner

By Libby Dayhuff
McKenzie Banner Intern

H U N T I N G D O N —  E l e v e n 
Huntingdon High Schools se-
niors graduated with a red cord 

from Lifeline Blood Services for 
donating blood at least three 
times. Two bloodmobiles have 
visited the school this school 
year, which has allowed the 
students to meet the donation 

requirement. This is the first 
Huntingdon class to graduate 
with cords. The red cord stu-
dents hope this will inspire 
other students to donate blood 
for those in need. 

By Brad Sam
brad@mckenziebanner.com

H
U N T I N G -
DON (May 
1 5 )  —  A 
s t a n d i n g -
room-only 
c r o w d  o f  
f a m i l y , 
friends and 
supporters 
gathered at 

Huntingdon High School Sunday 
afternoon to see 94 seniors com-
plete commencement exercises 
and become proud alumni.

The HHS Band perfor med 
“Pomp and Circumstance” as the 
graduates entered the gymna-
sium. Graduate Macon Bullock 
gave the invocation, and the band 
performed the National Anthem.

Class President Allyn Swen-
son welcomed those gathered, 
thanking educators, friends and 
family for support and imploring 
her classmates to follow their 
dreams, accomplish their goals 
and always remember where 
they come from.

Dr. Jonathan Kee, HHS Princi-
pal, then recognized the top ten 
graduates: Valedictorian Allyn 
Elizabeth Swenson, Salutatorian 
Parker Scott Birdwell, Sara Ellen 
Churchwell, Jordan Harris Al-
len, Jessa Brooke Potts, Kaitlyn 
Elaine Smith, Elizabeth Denise 
Dayhuff, Mary Carolynn Smith, 
Sarah Elizabeth Katelynn Barn-
hart and Justin Lewis Miller.

Salutatorian Parker Birdwell 
then delivered his address, be-
ginning by thanking the faculty, 
his family and friends, and Je-
sus. He admitted to being ner-
vous, and noted the humor that 
the reward for his achievement 
is public speaking, one of  the 
biggest fears in the world. With 
that as a segue, he said, “There 
are two things I want to talk 
about today, and fear is one of  
them. As we graduate today, it's 
very exciting... But it's also a 
little scary. We face a difficult 
reality today. Whether it's col-
lege, trade school, the military, 
the workforce, a lot is about to 
change. Many of  us will be mov-
ing away from home. We'll have 
to make new friends, essentially 
start over. It's a culture shock.” 
He pointed to God as reason to 
have no fear. “It's silly how fears 
impact our lives so much, but 
as we start this next chapter, we 
need to be fearless, live passion-
ately, and not let our fears stop us 
from accomplishing our goals.”

Birdwell's second point of  
discussion was failure. He not-
ed that his goal was to be the 
valedictorian. “I came pretty 
close but didn't quite make it. 
When something doesn't go my 
way, my mom always tells me, 'It 
just wasn't meant to be.' That's 

hard to accept sometimes, but 
it's true.”

He continued, “As we go out 
into the world, we're going to 
fail a lot. But we cannot let out 
failures define us. We must learn 
from them, gather ourselves 
back together, and move on. We 
are not defined by failure, ACT 
scores, ranking, or scholarships. 
We're defined by life's experi-
ences, relationships, friends and 
family.”

Birdwell concluded, “We may 
not have tomorrow, but we have 
this moment right now, and it's 
all about us. Today is our day. 
Today we are one. Today we are 
the Class of  2016.”

Valedictorian Allyn Swen-
son spoke next, beginning with 
Merriam-Webster's definition 
of  success: the fact of  getting 
or achieving wealth, respect, or 
fame. “My four years at Hunting-
don High School, however, have 
taught me success in so much 
more than what kind of  car I 
drive or how big of  a house I live 
in... I have learned that true suc-
cess comes when you can look at 
the things and people around you 
and say, 'I have done everything 
I can to better those around me.' 
As I stand here today, I know 
that, as a whole, the Class of  2016 
has truly succeeded. Together, 
we are leaving our school and 
community better than what we 
found them.”

She continued, “Now, as we 
go our separate ways, we must, 
individually, show this success 
wherever, and to whomever, we 
meet next.”

She concluded, “So, to my fel-
low classmates, I wish you noth-
ing but success. Success in your 
job, yes. Success in your finances, 
yes. But more importantly, suc-
cess in your character, success in 
your happiness, success in your 
impact on others. And I urge 
you to be brave enough to leave 
a part of  yourself  everywhere 
you go. A piece of  all of  us has 
already been left in Huntingdon, 
Tennessee, and I look forward to 
the day I can come home to see 
the positive impacts Huntingdon 
High School's Class of  2016 has 
made on the world.”

Birdwell returned to the po-
dium to recognize senior Beta 
members: Jordan Allen, Kaitlin 
Belew, Parker Birdwell, Savan-
nah Britt, Macon Bullock, Sara 
Churchwell, Elizabeth Dayhuff, 
Sara Beth Hayes, Libby Maxwell, 
Jessa Potts, Courtney Smith, 
Mary Smith, Allyn Swenson, 
Sarah Taylor, Kathryn Thomas, 
Chesney White and Danielle 
Williams.

Dr. Kee and a bevy of  special 
guests then presented numer-
ous awards before the graduates 
received diplomas.

Next, a time-honored tradition 
continued as Swenson passed the 

torch to Wyatt Stokes, president 
of  the Class of  2017.

Then, Dr. Scotty Portis of  the 
Alumni Association congratulat-
ed the graduates and encouraged 
them to become and remain part 
of  the organization for years to 
come.

The band performed the Alma 
Mater, and graduate Chase Jones 
delivered the benediction.

Dr. Kee gave closing remarks, 
and the Class of  2016 flung their 
mortarboards triumphantly into 
the air.

The Huntingdon High School 
Class of  2016 is: Jordan Harris 
Allen (Honors and Distinction), 
Malik Khalil Allen, Mia Lena 
Mae Allen, Miriam Nicole Ama-
dor, Brandon Taylor Arnold, Lily 
Michelle Ashby, Macee Danielle 
Bailey (Distinction), Sydney Ni-
cole Barger, Marvin Zachery 
Lynn Barker, Brandon Lee Bar-
more, Sarah Elizabeth Katelynn 

Barnhart, Luis Alejandro Beal, 
Kaitlin Anne Belew (Honors and 
Distinction), Parker Scott Bird-
well (Honors and Distinction), 
Cody Dewayne Browne, Peyton 
Lane Boyd, Savannah Elaine 
Britt, Julissa Karyme' Brodie', 
Macon Ward Bullock (Honors 
and Distinction), Kelli Beth Bur-
lison, Morgan Elizabeth Cagle 
(Distinction), Alexander Birch-
field Carty, Sara Ellen Church-
well (Honors and Distinction), 
Teyton Robert Cloar, Chelsey 
Dominique Cox, Jonah Max Da-
vis (Honors and Distinction), 
Kaitlyn Marie Davis, Elizabeth 
Denise Dayhuff  (Honors and 
Distinction), Cody Blain Dean, 
Ayana Micole Edmonson, Han-
nah Nicole Everly (Distinction), 
Cody Alexander Frisbee, Sky-
ler Brooke Geans, Dylan Wayne 
Gorth, Zachary Charles Harden, 
Jacob Reece Harris, Carson Elise 
Carlisle Hatch, Savannah Faith 

Hatch (Distinction), Charles 
Dawson Hayes, Sara Beth Hayes, 
Sadarius Martese Hutcherson, 
Kelsey Shannan Jennette, Ty-
lan Emanuel Johnson, Austin 
Chance Johnston, Chance Mi-
chael Jones, John Tyler Lar-
gen, Kacee Marie Loggains, Kirk 
Thomas Maddox, Libby Brilayne 
Maxwell (Honors and Distinc-
tion), Kaitlyn Elizabeth McAlpin, 
Treven Kordell McCain, Charles 
Russell Midkiff, Justin Lewis 
Miller (Honors and Distinction), 
Savannah Leigh-Anne Murdock, 
Nicholas Drew Newsome, Nathan 
Forrest-Lee Pease, Jessa Brooke 
Potts (Honors and Distinction), 
Kaytlynn Annette Price, May-
son Isaiah Price, Trevor Dylan 
Pritchard, Kaliyah Angel Raglin, 
Connor James Renfroe, Sahlena 
Crystal Rosario, Maggie Katlyn 
Ross, Austin Carroll Russell, 
Eric Travon Rutherford, Ashlyn 
Leigh Smith, Courtney Anne 

Smith, Kaitlyn Elaine Smith 
(Honors and Distinction), Kris-
ten Elise Smith, Mary Carolynn 
Smith (Honors and Distinction), 
Tonya Diane Smith, Heath David 
Spain (Honors and Distinction), 
Katlin Marie Sparks, James Ste-
ven Spence, Courtney Nicole 
Stafford, Christopher Nelson 
Stewart, Hunter Lee Stroud, 
Christopher Allan Sullins, Al-
lyn Elizabeth Swenson (Honors 
and Distinction), Kimberly Dawn 
Taylor, Remington Case Taylor, 
Sarah Cecelia Taylor, Kathryn 
Aleyce Thomas (Distinction), 
William Errie Jamal Townes, 
Courtney Dawn Verner, Dustin 
Ray Wade, Caitlin Paige Warren, 
Ivan Tracy Webb, Jr., Chesney 
Mackenzie White, Danielle Leigh 
Williams, Jayden Deontae Wil-
liams, Tony Oneal Williams, Jr. 
and Kelsey Lynn Wortham.

Top Left, Sara Churchwell receives her diploma from school board member Dr. Lee Carter.  Top Center, Commencement 
speakers Valedictorian and Class President Allyn Swenson (left) and Salutatorian Parker Birdwell.  Top Right, Graduating 
Class President Allyn Swenson passes the torch to Class of  2017 President Wyatt Stokes.  Above, Huntingdon graduates 
throw their mortarboards upward triumphantly. All Photos by Brad Sam/The McKenzie Banner

Huntingdon Graduates 94 on Sunday

(L to R): James Spence, Brandon Arnold, Danielle Williams, Mayson Price, Cody Bourne, 
Peyton Boyd, Mary Smith, Jonah Davis. Not pictured: Libby Dayhuff, Savannah Murdock, 
and Kaytlynn Price.

HHS Seniors Earn Lifeline Red Cord
McKenzie High School graduates were honored to wear a red cord at graduation. The cords 
came from Lifeline Blood Services of  Jackson  for donating blood at least three times. 
Pictured are: Alicia Barrileaux, Autumn Pratt, Mattie Moore, Lauren Riley, Brooklyn 
Kelley, Dylan Nolin, Taylor Haynes, Isaiah Townes, Austin Pratt, Dylan Hunt, Dejan Mc-
Nulty, Kenon Hutcherson, Will Puckett, Josh Keenan, André Carter, Jonathan Castleman.

MHS Grads Donate Blood
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Carroll County 
Farm Bureau

125 3rd Ave., Huntingdon • 731-986-8300
Blake FawcettGlynn Mebane

16194 Highland Dr., McKenzie • 731-352-5400

Congratulations, Congratulations, 
Class of 2016!Class of 2016!

Congratulations 
from all of us!

By Libby Dayhuff
McKenzie Banner Intern

C
L A R K S B U R G 
(May 13) — Com-
mencement for the 
Clarksburg High 
School Class of  
2016 was held Fri-
day night in the 
gymnasium. Thrity 

seniors received their diplomas to 
end their K-12 education. 

The ceremony began with the 
processional followed by Principal 
Angela Bartholomew welcoming 
the audience. A slide show of  se-
nior pictures was done in tribute 
to those graduating as their senior 
song played in the background. 

Class Historian Meagan Gooch 
addressed the class and thanked 
family, friends, educators and 
administrators. She concluded 
her speech with a quote by Jimmy 
Lovine, “That diploma you hold 
is really just a learner’s permit 

for the rest of  the drive through 
life. Remember you don’t have to 
be smarter than the next person; 
all you have to do is be willing to 
work harder.”

Salutatorian Kelsie Singleton 
took the podium and reminisced 
with her class on experiences 
about their time together in 
school. She advised her class-
mates to “always do what makes 
you happy, put your heart into 
everything you do and don’t let 
anyone bring you down.”

Valedictorian Madison McClure 
spoke about remembrance and 
change. She told the class that 
they must leave a new mark on 
the world. She featured a quote 
by Mark A. Cooper, “Life has no 
remote. Get up and change it your-
self.” 

Special awards and scholar-
ships were presented. Stokes Sur-
veying Scholarships were awarded 
to Layla Byrum and Rebecca Rob-
erts. Waylon Segraves Memorial 

Scholarships were awarded to 
Madison McClure, Kelsie Single-
ton and Dillon Todd. The Clarks-
burg Alumni Service Scholarships 
were awarded to Brett Altom, 
Layla Byrum, Madison McClure 
and Autumn Denning. The Ray 
and Wilma Smith Scholarship was 
awarded to Meagan Gooch. Madi-
son McClure received the First 
Bank Scholarship and the Baptist 
Memorial Hospital-Huntingdon 
Scholarship. The AmVets Post 33 
of  Parkers Crossroads Scholar-
ship was awarded to Jordan Mel-
son. Dillon Todd and Kelsie Single-
ton were awarded the Wildersville 
Beaver Ruritan Scholarship.  Kel-
sie Singleton was chosen as the 
Clarksburg High School 2015-2016 
Student of  the Year, and she re-
ceived the Tennessee Association 
of  Conservation Districts Scholar-
ship. The Scholar Athlete Award 
was given to Brett Altom.

In addition to scholarships 
members of  the senior class re-

ceived various awards; subject 
awards, college-specific scholar-
ships, Hope Lottery scholarships, 
honors and distinction, Honor 
Roll recognition and completion 
of  the Foreign Exchange Experi-
ence.

The top ten in the class, from 
tenth to first, were Patechua Hue 
Lor, Dillon Todd, Jordan Melson, 
Christopher Heuss, Mandy Thom-
as, Rebecca Roberts, Layla Byrum, 
Meagan Gooch, Kelsie Singleton, 
and Madison McClure.

After the presentation of  diplo-
mas, the graduates, taking part in 
a Clarksburg tradition, presented 
roses to their parents and other 
family members.

The commencement ceremony 
ended with the singing of  the 
alma mater and the tossing of  the 
mortarboards.

2016 Clarksburg graduates were 
Brett Jakob Altom, Lucas Austin 
Azbill, Munkh-Orgil Battulga, 
Layla Dawn Byrum (distinction, 

Tennessee Scholar), Jacob Clay-
ton Crawley, Keyla-Faye Marie 
Durrenberger, Samantha June 
Evans (honors), Sarah Lynn Fish, 
Breanna Leigh Gant, Arthur Gil-
lain, Meagan Brooke Gooch (hon-
ors and distinction, Tennessee 
Scholar), Christopher Lastatte 
Heuss (honors and distinction), 
Robert Dale Hunter, Jr., Jodee 
Lynne Jones, Ariel Lynn Long-
mire, Patechua Hue Lor, Madison 
Lynn McClure (honors and dis-
tinction, Tennessee Scholar, Vale-
dictorian), Jordan Jeffrey Melson 
(honors and distinction), JoElla 
Nicole Moody, Kayla Nicole Mor-
ris, Demetrius Ray Phelps, Daniel 
Wayne Parker, Autumn Lynn Den-
ning Prater, Rebecca Leanne Rob-
erts (distinction), Kelsie Lynne 
Singleton (distinction, Tennessee 
Scholar, Salutatorian), Mandy 
Elizabeth Thomas (distinction), 
Dillon Mason Todd (distinction), 
Tristan Riley Umstead, and Shai-
na Elizabeth Williams.

By Brad Sam
brad@mckenziebanner.com

A
TWOOD (May 
12)  — Fam-
i ly,  fr iends 
a n d  e d u c a -
tors gathered 
T h u r s d a y 
e ve n i n g  t o 
watch as 67 
West Carroll 
High School 

seniors arrived at the end of  a 
13-year journey of  growth and 
enlightenment.

The graduates entered the 
packed gymnasium as the WCHS 
Band played "Pomp and Circum-
stance." The band also played the 
National Anthem, and graduate 
Steven Trevor Foster delivered 
the invocation. Principal Dexter 
Williams welcomed those gath-
ered to "a night to remember." 
"A night to remember the past," 
he continued, "a night to cel-
ebrate the present, and a night 
to anticipate the future." He con-
gratulated the seniors, parents, 
family members, friends, faculty 
and administrators on a day that 
they could all be proud.

He charged the graduates to 
live life to the fullest. “You may 
fumble, you may fall, but because 
you come from greatness, we 
expect you to get back up again 
and keep in mind: There will 
be obstacles, but obstacles can't 
stop you. There will be prob-
lems, but problems can't stop 
you. And most of  all there will 
be some people who will doubt 

you, but other people can't stop 
you. We will always care about 
you and your well-being. Now go 
out there and make us all proud!”

Class President Colin Hudgins 
then delivered the welcome ad-
dress, beginning by thanking 
guests for their presence and 
support. He continued, “This 
is one of  those nights that you 
think will never get here. You 
talk for years about it and say 
how ready you are, but then 
when it's here you're not so sure 
if  you're as ready as you thought 
you were.”

Hudgins thanked the teachers, 
“for helping each of  us reach 
this milestone in our lives.” He 
thanked the current staff  and 
administrators, but also paid 
homage to those who had been 
with his class for many years but 
have moved on to other things.

To his fellow classmates, he 
pointed out, “Most of  us have 
been together since Kindergar-
ten. It's hard to believe this is 
the last night we will all be to-
gether.” He concluded by con-
gratulating his fellow graduates 
and welcoming those gathered.

Salutatorian Kristen Bradley 
then spoke, first thanking those 
in attendance. She then said, “To 
my mom and my dad: without 
your guidance, your support, and 
your love, I would not be stand-
ing at this podium presenting a 
speech tonight. I could not have 
asked for two better people to 
carry me through this journey 
and to send me off  on the jour-
ney that I am about to embark 
upon.” She extended gratitude 

to her family and friends as well.
“To our faculty and staff,” she 

continued, “I was going to thank 
some teachers individually, but 
I realized that the list was too 
long. Some of  you have amazed 
me with how much you have 
supported our class this year... 
and some of  you were the best 
teachers that I could have ever 
asked for, and I owe a lot of  my 
success to you.”

She offered a special thanks to 
Ms. Michelle Hudgins for helping 
the seniors' year go smoothly.

Bradley concluded by address-
ing her fellow graduates, “We 
can finally say that we made it. 
It seemed like it took a lifetime 
to get to this point, and now that 
we're actually here, it seems as 
though it has come a little too 
soon... Never again are we going 
to walk the halls of  West Carroll 
and see every single one of  our 
classmates' faces.”

“It is time for us to branch out 
and go our separate ways,” she 
continued. “Regardless of  where 
we end up, we will always be con-
nected. Throughout the years, we 
have grown together; we have 
gotten to know each other and 
even ourselves; and we have 
built various friendships that 
we could never forget, regardless 
of  where everyone does end up. 
Remember each other and every-
thing we have accomplished in 
the past thirteen years.”

Valedictorian Kendall David-
son spoke next, first thanking 
family, friends and “amazing 
teachers.”

She continued, “Graduates, 

we did it. We've worked long 
and hard for this moment. It 
seems like it has taken forever 
to get here, but our time is here 
and now. Tonight, we walked in 
as students, but we will leave 
as alumni... We have had to go 
through many trials and tribula-
tions to find out who we are, and 
where we fit into the big world 
we are about to be thrown into. 
We all have unique qualities 
that we possess. These qualities 
determine where we will go in 
life, not what others think of  us. 
You determine who you will be 
in this crazy thing called life.”

She went on to say, “Today 
does not mark the goodbyes 
from our class. Thirteen years 
of  friendship do not need to go 
to the wayside because we are 
all moving on in our lives and 
finding our place in the world. 
Something I learned in Carroll 
County Youth Leadership this 
year was that Carroll County has 
many job opportunities avail-
able. If  we all come back here to 
work and live our lives, we can 
make this place better than it 
was when we left.”

Davidson concluded, “Teach-
ers, parents, faculty and staff, 
thank you for your continuous 
support and love. Class of  2016, 
thank you for the best senior 
year possible. Eleanor Roosevelt 
voiced, 'The future belongs to 
those who believe in the beauty 
of  their dreams.”

Next,  g raduates Kalee Jo 
Fountain and MiKayla Morris 
sang a duet, “Wherever I Go.”

Principal Williams then pre-

sented awards, announced schol-
arships and recognized special 
achievements of  the graduates.

Director of  Schools Eric Wil-
liams then offered congratu-
lations, saying, “This is a cel-
ebration for you,” pointing out 
that that is true for not just 
the seniors, but for everyone 
in attendance. He then relayed 
to the graduates three guiding 
principles. First, “Good is not 
good where better is expected.” 
Second, “If  your presence fails 
to have an impact, your absence 
will go unnoticed.” Finally, “Nev-
er forget: Keep your faith first, 
no matter what it is; keep your 
family second; and keep your 
career third.”

Diplomas were then presented 
by school and district adminis-
trators.

Next, each graduate presented 
their parents and guardians with 
a rose and a hug.

Graduate Jacob Keen deliv-
ered the benediction, and the 
new alumni proudly tossed their 
mortarboards into the air.

The West Carroll High School 
Class of  2016 is: John Austin 
Adams, Erik Andrews, Ebony 
Nicole Belew, Brennon Chase 
Birdwell, Kyle Bodwell, Kristen 
Rita Bradley (Honors and Dis-
tinction), Kalena Merea Bragg, 
Taylor Annice Bridges (Honors 
and Distinction), Summer Re-
nea Brown, Jacob R. Bullington, 
Cameron Blake Burton, Jeremy 
D. Carlton, Faith Ann Cole-
man, Kristopher Skye Conway, 
Jazzmen LaSha Cunningham, 
Kendall Alise Davidson (Honors 

and Distinction), Kaelyn Michele 
Deckard, Meagan Renee DeLaney, 
Tabitha Jo Dorsey, Allison Lane 
Noel Farley, Steven Trevor Foster 
(Distinction), Kalee Jo Fountain 
(Honors), Faith Michelle Foutch, 
Elijah Connor Franks, Victoria 
Kaye Gilbert, Caitlin Beth Giles 
(Honors), Alyssa Jean Gilley, 
Seth Gilley, Victoria L. Hamm, 
Logan Lee Harrison, Madison 
Celeste Heckert (Honors and Dis-
tinction), Mariah F. Hernandez, 
James Tyler Horton, Colin C. 
Hudgins (Distinction), Desiree' 
Alexis Johnson (Honors), Jacob 
Travis Keen, Trevor Wade Key-
mon, Laura Beth Killen (Honors 
and Distinction), Gavin Michael 
Knight (Honors and Distinction), 
Michael Ray James Knott, Wendy 
Kay Lamber, Rebecca Cristine 
Lawler (Distinction), Wesley Ty-
ler Lee, Andrew Lany McAlexan-
der, Giselle Martinez, Jillianne 
Dionne Moncrief  (Distinction), 
Dylan Scott Moon, Cheyenne 
Harley Moran, MiKayla Shai 
Morris (Honors), Kayla Nicole 
Nixon, Alexis Gabriella Patter-
son, Kassie Danielle Pierce, Ja-
cob Alexander Pinkley, Hunter 
J. Pruitt, Hayden S. Savage, Amy 
Mishal Seaton (Distinction), Ra-
chel Nicole Sellers, Cameron A. 
Shackleford, Bobby Joe Spain, 
Alexandria Nicole Springer, 
Maressa Ann Springer, Lynette 
Faye Stratton, Caitlin Susan 
Wade (Distinction), Antonio 
Jermaine Walker, Jace Wallace 
Williams (Honors and Distinc-
tion), J'Kara Donice Williams 
and Spencer Payne Yarbrough.

Top Left, Madison Heckert is all smiles as she receives her diploma from Principal 
Dexter Williams.  Top Center, Graduation speakers, from left, Salutatorian Kristen 
Bradley, Class President Colin Hudgins, and Valedictorian Kendall Davidson.  Top 
Right, The West Carroll Class of  2016 celebrates by tossing mortarboards at the close 
of  the commencement ceremony.  Below Left, Class President Colin Hudgins presents 
a rose and an embrace to parents Michelle Hudgins and Bert Hudgins.  Below Right, 
Graduates MiKayla Morris (left) and Kalee Jo Fountain perform a duet, “Wherever I 
Go.” All Photos by Brad Sam/The McKenzie Banner

West Carroll Graduates 67

Top Left, Speakers at the 
Clarksburg commencement (L 
to R): Salutatorian Kelsie Sin-
gleton, Valedictorian Madison 
McClure, and Class Historian 
Meagan Gooch.  Top Right, 
The Clarksburg High School 
Class of  2016 tosses caps high 
into the air in celebration.  
Above, Graduate presents a 
rose to her family member.

Clarksburg High School Graduates 30
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Class of 2016Class of 2016MCKENZIE HIGH SCHOOL

Christine Grace Aden

Alicia Amelia Barrilleaux Lexie Nicole Bolin Tyler Curtis Bruce William Hunter Bynum Sanjuanita Cardoza Ramsey William Carter

Andre James Carter Ashley Nicole Casey Jonathan Bradley 
Castleman

Brady Allen Cheatham Laura Ashleigh Cole Kaley Jordan Coleman

Madison Charleace Allen Jeremiah Kendall Bailey Blake Harrison Baker Lindsey Michelle Balius Georgia Evelyn Barker

Graduation Wishes
May all your hopes and dreams come

 true in years to come. 
Congratulations on a job well done!

BRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME

1740 East Cedar Avenue
McKenzie, Tennessee 38201

(731) 352-4848    (731) 352-2222
Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811

Phone (731) 669-3871
5842 Main St. East

Trezevant, Tennessee 38258

BRUMMITT
FUNERAL HOME dsMark Anderson

16198 Highland Dr. 
McKenzie, TN 38201
731-393-0444

would like to Congratulate all of the Area Seniors!

Class of Class of 

2016!2016!
Class of Class of 

2016!2016!

McKenzie Veterans of Foreign Wars 
with Post #4939, Auxiliary, and Associate Members

R5631

9750 Cherrywood Ave., McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-9976

Gleason High School gradu-
ated 32 from the class of  2016 
and one from the class of  2015 
during the Friday, May 13 com-
mencement exercises held in 
the Gleason Gymnasium.

Cody Williams, a member 
of  the 2015 class, received his 
diploma as part of  a special 
recognition. Williams was se-
verely injured in an automobile 
accident in January 2015 in 
McKenzie. He spent months in 
the hospital and was unable 
to graduate with his fellow 
classmates. 

Gleason High School hon-
ored Williams prior to others 
receiving their diplomas on 
Friday. Trish Price, principal 
at Gleason School, asked Cody, 
seated in the audience, to come 
to the podium to receive his 
diploma. The audience erupted 
in applause as Williams made 
his way up the steps to receive 
his diploma. Months earlier, 
he was unable to walk, but on 
this night, he accomplished a 
goal of  walking to the podium 
and receiving a high school 
diploma. He was appropriately 

dressed in a cap and gown.
Following the special presen-

tation, the class of  2016, along 
with their family members, 
friends and others wishing 
them well, heard the saluta-
tory address by Emily Bell, the 
valedictory address by Autumn 
Faulkner, and the senior class 
president’s address by Grady 
Stafford. 

Price recognized each stu-
dent for individual accomplish-
ments and told of  their future 
plans. 

The Top Ten included: Au-

tumn Faulkner, Emily Bell, 
Carson Stafford, Chelsea Bea-
sley, Taylore Jo Melton, Drew 
Flowers, Collin Niegocki, Aus-
tin Shafer, Daniel Grissom and 
John Huisman.

Graduates included: Kory 
Peyton Barker, Chelsea Eliza-
beth Beasley, Lacy May Belcher, 
Emily Mackenzie Bell, Colby 
Suzanne Brooks, Taylor James 
Brundige, Timothy Ryan Coo-
per, Marissa Lenae Creveling, 
Clayton Wayne Davidson, Au-
tumn Anne Faulkner, Drew 
Allen F lowers,  Deena Sue 

Graham, Daniel Isaac Gris-
som, Sarah Michelle Hampton, 
Kasey Scott Hatley, John Scott 
Huisman, Benito Rey Jack-
son, Taylore Jo Melton, Shania 
Kay Mingle, Collin Addison 
Niegocki, Dakota Lee Pence, 
Tracy Allen Perry, Jaymz Ann 
Ramsey, Lawson Michael Rob-
erts, Bucky Allen Russell, Aus-
tin Michael Shafer, Kayla Renee 
Shell, Kasie Summer Smith, 
Carson Andrew Stafford, Grady 
Connell Stafford, Abegail Jane 
Upchurch, Barbara and Anne 
Vallery.

1. Gleason Class of  2016.  2. Valedictorian Autumn Faulkner, Class President Grady Stafford, and Salutatorian Emily Bell.  3. Cody Williams, a mem-
ber of  the 2015 graduating class at Gleason, received his diploma as part of  special recognition at the Gleason graduation. GHS Principal Trish Price 
made the presentation.  4. Colby Suzanne Brooks receives her diploma from Trish Price.  5. Tracy Allen Perry receives his diploma from Trish Price.

Gleason Graduates 32 During Ceremony

CONGRATULATIONS! We’re So Proud of You! - The McKenzie Banner Staff
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Aiden Alexander Gonzalez Kevin Ronald Green William Scott Hairrell Brody Alexander
Hamilton

Charles Annias Haney Hunter Lynn Harris

Cheyenne Jean Evans Daniel Michyale Fisher Madison Danielle Fortune Cailey Ashlin Garner Charlene Annette Gilbert William Augustus Glass

Carla Beth Craddock William Elijah Dixon Sierra Elizabeth Dugall Tyler Ray Duke Joshua Ray EatonTriston Gagge Conway

MCKENZIE HIGH SCHOOL

Brandon Michael 
Hartsfield

Jordan Deandre Haynes

Taylor Isavia Haynes Aaron Jonah Hilliard

Kyle Martin Hopper

Kensley Brooke Horner

IT’S OFFICIAL!
You’ve graduated, and today is the fi rst day

of the rest of your life! With your diploma

in hand, you’ll go far. We hope you’ll

continue to take pride in everything you

do and continue to make the same kind

of responsible decisions that have gotten

you here today. We applaud your

accomplishments and wish you all the

best as you move forward into the

next stage of your life.

CARROLL

INSURANCE AGENCY
49 Broadway Street
Downtown McKenzie

352-5307

Good LuckGood Luck
Class ofClass of

2016!2016!
When you were younger, 

you would pretend at being 
anyone you wanted to be,  from 

a fi refi ghter to a president 
and anything else you could 

imagine. Now that you’re 
older, it’s still that you can be 
whomever you want to be. So 

on your graduation day, dream 
big dreams and don’t be afraid 

to go after them.

The City ofThe City of
McKenzieMcKenzie

FIRST BAPTIST
619 STONEWALL

McKENZIE, TN 38201
Phone:731-352-5391

E-mail:  fbcmck@charterinternet.com
Web Site: fbcmckenzie.com

Sunday:
Worship: 8:45am; 10:45am, 6pm

Bible Study: 9:45 am

Wednesday: Meal at 5:30 pm
(Check Website for Dates Serving)

Activities Begin at:
Preschool: 6:15; Children: 6:30; 

Youth/Adult: 6:30

Seek God

Serve Others

Congratulations, Seniors!

Dr. Tom Smith
Dr. Mark Smith

SMITH & SMITH OPTOMETRY
352-2020

Congratulations Class of 2016Class of 2016

Congrats to...

from all of us at

McKenzie High School
Dylan Hunt

Dejan McNulty

Bethel University
Sarah Brawner
Jennifer Austin

WACKY PACKS
$1.99 WEDNESDAYS

ALL DAY

1/2 PRICE 
CHEESEBURGERS

ON TUESDAYS
AFTER 5PM

15015 Highland Street • McKenzie, TN  38201
731-352-3956
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Mackenzie Rae Marlow Infinity Najay McClerkin Emma Lynn McDaniel Noah Kyle McEwen Kyle Desean McKennie Dejan Mykel McNulty

Mariah Alysee Kautz Joshua Ray Keenan Chase Matthew Kelley Brooklyn Leann Kelly Slatin Wade Legens Charles Joseph
Austin Lindsey

Brianna Kristine Houck Jessica Renea Hughes Dylan Nathaniel Hunt Kenon Lorenzo Hutcherson Jamocus Deruz 
Willis Jackson

Nathan Bradley Jones

MCKENZIE HIGH SCHOOL

Esmeralda Mejorado Mitchell Hale Merrick Mattie Elizabeth Moore Dylan Bryan Nolin

Cameron William Oakley Erin Michelle Parker

“Your local Michelin & Cooper Tire Dealer”
18040 Highland Dr./Hwy. 79N, McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731-352-9326

Congratulations Mattie!Congratulations Mattie!

Congratulations
Cameron Oakley, Class of 2016

We are so proud of you!!

McKENZIE AUTO PARTS
15385 Highland Drive • McKenzie

352-5333

McKenzie 
Family

Chiropractic
Dr. Duane Patrick IV

Are you suff ering from... 

•  Headaches

•  Back Pain

•  Joint Pain

•  Lack of Energy 

or just a general feeling of not 

being your best?

Chiropractic care could be the 

answer you have been looking for. 
Give us a call and let Dr. Patrick 
help you feel your very best!

Call 352-7161 to fi nd out what 

Chiropractic care can do for you.
Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. - 8a.m. - 6p.m.

Tues. 8a.m. - 12:00 Noon
Located behind Carroll Bank & Trust

Because Your Health Matters!

We watched you grow from a baby to a toddler, 
to a pre-schooler to kindergarten, then 1st 
grade and all through elementary. Now as 

you celebrate the last days of your senior year, 
we can’t tell you how proud we are of the fi ne 
young man you have become. May God grant 

you health, happiness and wisdom to meet 
each future challenge with great success!

Th anks for letting us take this 
amazing journey with you!

Love you always,
Terry & Jeanette Jones

R5680

To Nathan JonesTo Nathan Jones

Our GrandsonOur Grandson

U.S. Farm Raised Catfish 
Buffet - Fri., Sat., & Sun.

25185 Hwy 22
McKenzie, TN 38201

731-393-0611

Private dinning room available for parties.
Tue.-Thurs. • 10:30 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

Fri.-Sat. • 10:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Sun. • 10:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

homecookedgoodness@yahoo.com

Congratulations 
William Hairrell
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Regan Brooke Toombs Isiah Kierre Townes Samantha Nicole Townes Patrick Russell Turman Antonio Vega Dylan Michal Vinson

Chad Ryan Saylor Dakota Michael Shaw Hunter Lynn Smith Kelsey Hope Spivey Jack McKendree Surber Cecilia Grace Sutton

William Allen Puckett Jennifer Lauren Riley Ellie Jo Roditis Trevor McKenzie Roof Jacqualine Christa
Sawyer

Taylor Marie Sawyers

Conner Kingsley Pinson Cecelia Rae Pomphrey Austin Lynn Pratt Autumn Leigh Pratt Haley Leann Presley Logan Washburn Priestley

You 
Hold 
The Key 
To Your 
Future

MCKENZIE HIGH SCHOOL

Abbeygail Reanne Webb

Congratulations,
graduates!

Your future starts today and we wish you all the best!
Congratulations, graduates!

676 N Main St , McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731-352-2262 | 15345 Highland Ave, McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731-352-2262 • ATM

bankmbc.com | “Investing in those things that will outlive us.”

Hayden Savage
Grandson of Linda Meek
West Carroll High School 

Natalie Powers
Daughter of Christy & Terry Powers

Milan High School

Hunter Smith
Son of Teresa & Ronnie Smith

McKenzie High School

Erin Parker
Daughter of Janna & Anthony Parker

McKenzie High School 

Logan Priestley
Grandson of Keith & Sherri Priestley

McKenzie High School

Megan Jones
MBC Employee

Bethel University

15928 N. HIGHLAND AVE., MCKENZIE, TN 38201
WWW.STAFFORD-REALESTATE.COM •  PHONE 731-352-2761

Congratulations
Ellie Roditis

from all of us at...

Congratulations...Congratulations...
to all of the 2016 seniors!to all of the 2016 seniors!

Superior Auto Body of McKenzieSuperior Auto Body of McKenzie
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Bucky Allen Russell Austin Michael Shafer Kayla Renee Shell Kasie Summer Smith

Carson Andrew Stafford Grady Connell Stafford Abegail Jane Upchurch Barbara Ann Valley

Shania Kay Mingle Collin Addison Niegocki Dakota Lee Pence Tracy Allen Perry Jaymz Ann Ramsey Lawson Michael Roberts

Daniel Isaac Grissom Sarah Michelle Hampton Kasey Scott Hatley John Scott Huisman Benito Rey Jackson Taylore Jo Melton 

Timothy Ryan Cooper Marissa Lenae Creveling Clayton Wayne Davidson Autumn Anne Faulkner Drew Allen Flowers Deena Sue Graham

Kory Peyton Barker Chelsea Elizabeth Beasley Lacy May Belcher Emily Mackenzie Bell Colby Suzanne Brooks Taylor James Brundige

GLEASON HIGH SCHOOL

Welcome to 
Best Western of McKenzie

CONGRATULATIONS,
CLASS OF 2016

16180 Highland Ave. • McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-1083 • Reservations 1-800-WESTERN

15715 Highland Drive • P.O. Box 518 • McKenzie, TN 38201
Offi ce: 731-352-2424 • Fax: 888-415-6423

CongratsCongrats
Class of Class of 

2016!2016!
Micki Cunningham, Agent

Terri Shell, CSR
Meagan Walker, CSR

McKenzie Antique Mall
Antiques • Collectibles • Crafts • Glassware

WED. - SAT. 10-5 • SUN. 1-5 • CLOSED MON. & TUE.
14890 Highland, McKenzie, Tennessee  38201

Store:  731-352-9344 •  Home:  731-648-2004

Congratulations to 
Collin Niegocki!

Sandi & Eddie Gibbons

COL. JAMES T. REED - Auctioneer, McKenzie, TN - 352-3927 
License No. 159, Firm No. 39

Web Site: www.reedauction.com

CONGRATULATIONS

We are proud
of you,
Class of 

2016!
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Kaitlin Anne Belew Parker Scott Birdwell Cody Dewayne Bourne Peyton Lane Boyd Savannah Elaine Britt Julissa Karyme Brodie

Macee Danielle Bailey Sydney Nicole Barger Marvin Zachery
Lynn Barker

Brandon Lee Barmore Sarah Elizabeth
Katelynn Barnhart

Luis Alejandro Beal

Jordan Harris Allen Malik Khalil Allen Mia Lena Mae Allen Miriam Nicole Amador Brandon Taylor Arnold Lily Michelle Ashby

HUNTINGDON HIGH SCHOOL

Macon Ward Bullock Kelli Beth Burlison

Morgan Elizabeth Cagle Alexander Birchfield Carty

Sara Ellen Churchwell Teyton Robert Cloar

Congratulations All 
2016 Graduates

Special Salute to
Alli McClure

Heath McAlexander
Laura Ashleigh Cole

HUNTINGDON AUTO PARTS
NAPA we keep America running

20480 E Main St. • Huntingdon, TN 38344
Phone: 731-986-4863

RANDY MEGGS • BRENT COBB
OWNERS

2O16

We Wish You All 
The Best On Gradua� on 
Day And Great Success 

In Your Future 
Endeavors!

from

Hun� ngdon Carpet Center
19719 E Main St. • 986-8508

123 Dillahunty Lane • Huntingdon, TN 38344 • 986-0206

Monday-Friday  •  7 am - 5:30 pm
Closed Saturday & Sunday

HUNTINGDON DISCOUNT
      TIRE CENTER
ALIGNMENTS - BRAKES

Class of

2016

We are 
proud of you,
Graduates!

635 High Street, Huntingdon • 731-986-8943

Congratulations
Class of 2016!

Your hard work has 
paid off, and we wish 
you much success as 
you make the next 
step with your 
diploma in hand. 

EOE

With a good education no 
dream is too big, nor goal 
too high, so put on your 

wings and reach for the sky.

Good luck to all our local 
graduates.

Dream 
BIG!

Town of
Huntingdon
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Carson Elise 
Carlisle Hatch

Savannah Faith Hatch Charles Dawson Hayes Sara Beth Hayes Sadarius Martese 
Hutcherson

Kelsey Shannon Jennette

Hannah Nicole Everly Cody Alexander Frisbee Skyler Brooke Geans Dylan Wayne Gorth Zachary Charles Harden Jacob Reece Harris

Chelsey Dominque Cox Jonah Max Davis Kaitlyn Marie Davis Elizabeth Denise Dayhuff Cody Blain Dean Ayana Nicole Edmonson

HUNTINGDON HIGH SCHOOL

Tylan Emanuel Johnson Austin Chance Johnson

Chase Michael Jones John Tyler Largen

Kacee Marie Loggains Kirk Thomas Maddox

Congratula
tions

Class of 2016!
203 COURT SQUARE - HUNTINGDON, TN

986-4721

The Gift Grove

Congratulations 
Class of 2016!
WE ARE PROUD OF YOU AND
YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Auto • Home • Business • Life

Huntingdon
Insurance Agency

19706 East Main Street
Huntingdon, TN 38344

(731)986-4406

We Salute
The Class of 2016!

JORDAN’S TRADING POST
Huntingdon, TN

22 2nd Ave • Huntingdon, TN  38344 • 986-0064

Manpower West Tennessee
91 Bruce Street
(Historic Depot)
McKenzie, Tennessee 38201

T: + 1 731 352 0300
F: + 1 731 352 0803

“We lead in the creation and delivery 
of services that enable our clients to 
win in the changing world of work.”

Class of
2016!

20804 E. Main St.
Huntingdon, TN 38344

Office: 731.535.3205
Fax: 731.535.3203

Dr. Brock Martin, DC
Chiropractic Physician

Dr. Krista Martin, DC
Chiropractic Physician

www.southern-chiropractic.com

Congrats Graduates!

IT’S YOUR WORLD,

GRAD!
We’ve always known you 
were a stellar student. Now, 
go out there and show the 
world what you have to offer! 
We’re so proud of your many 
achievements here at home. 
We hope you know that you 
can always count on our 
support.

West Tennessee Public Utility District
14055 Paris St. • Huntingdon

986-8289

CLASSCLASS
OFOF

20162016
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Kaliyah Angel Raglin Connor James Renfroe Sahlena Crystal Rosario Maggie Katlyn Ross Austin Carroll Russell Eric Travon Rutherford

Nicholas Drew Newsome Nathan Forrest-Lee Pease Jessa Brooke Potts Katlynn Annette Price Mayson Isaiah Price Trevor Dylan Pritchard

Libby Brilayne Maxwell Kaitlyn Elizabeth McAlpin Treven Kordell McCain Charles Russell Midkiff Justin Lewis Miller Savannah Leigh-Anne 
Murdock

HUNTINGDON HIGH SCHOOL

Ashlyn Leigh Smith Courtney Anne Smith Kaitlyn Elaine Smith

Kirsten Elise Smith Mary Carolynn Smith Tonya Diane Smith

CLASSES OFCLASSES OF

20162016
YOU’RE THE 

PRIDE OF OUR 
COMMUNITY!

You are vital to our community and nation. Set your goals and work to 
achieve them. We are proud to share this happy occasion with you.

Congratulations Congratulations 
All Carroll County Graduates!All Carroll County Graduates!

CARROLL COUNTY
ELECTRIC

986-8284

REFER TO 
MORE THAN

AUTO & TRUCK ACCESSORIES

Street Dynamics Can Help You 
Stand Out on Campus

1010 Volunteer Dr
Paris, TN 38242
731-644-1146

14985 Highland Dr, Hwy 79
McKenzie, TN 38201

731-207-1200www.streetdynamicsusa .com

- Custom Wheels & tires
- lift & leveling kits
- light & nerf bars

- grill guards
- weathertech floor liners

- bed liners
- and much more!

FRESH
JUST  YOUR  CLASS

LET

Tennessee Check AdvanceTennessee Check Advance
15325 Highland Dr. • McKenzie, TN 38201

731-352-2900

Class
2016

of
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Danielle Leigh Williams Jayden Deontae Williams

William Errie Jamal 
Townes

Courtney Dawn Verner Dustin Ray Wade Caitlin Paige Warren Ivan Tracy Webb, Jr. Chesney Mackenzie White

Christopher Allan Sullins Allyn Elizabeth Swenson Kimberly Dawn Taylor Remington Case Taylor Sarah Cecelia Taylor Kathryn Alleyce Thomas

Heath David Spain Katlin Marie Sparks James Steven Spence Courtney Nicole Stafford Christopher Nelson Stewart Hunter Lee Stroud

Tony Oneal Williams, Jr. Kelsey Lynn Wortham

HUNTINGDON HIGH SCHOOL

Woodson & Associates
15140 Highland Ave., Suite 17
P.O. Box 756
McKenzie, Tennessee 38201
731.352.0606 office
731.352.4767 fax
888.966.3766 toll free
aflac.com

Congratulations Class of 2016!

CongratulationsCongratulations

R E A L T Y

    CASEY DREWRY
T h e  k e y  t o  f i n d i n g  y o u r  d r e a m  h o m e

Class of 2016

17636 Highland Drive • McKenzie, TN  38201
Offi  ce:  731-393-0233

Casey Drewry, Don Cook, Timothy Gearin, 
Cheryl Hubbard, Julia Kirkland, Reggie Lawrence

Congratulations
from

Monica & Leslie

15132 Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201

731.352.9450

Cong

h

Con

15132 High

See 
Greg or Jr. Blackburn

G&B MOTORSG&B MOTORS
Good, Dependable Used Cars

On The Spot Financing

731-352-7251
613 N. Highland (Hwy 79)

McKenzie

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

State Farm®

Guy Grissom
Agent
1966 E Cedar Street
McKenzie, TN  38201-2206
Bus 731-352-2244   Fax 731-352-0607
Bus 731-209-0026   Fax 731-209-0037
www.guygrissom.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

We sell new tires
1789 Cedar Street

McKenzie
Next to Shell Pockets
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Class of 2016Class of 2016CLARKSBURG HIGH SCHOOL

Brett Jakob Altom

Keyla-Faye Marie 
Durrenberger

Samantha June Evans Sarah Lynn Fish Breanna Leigh Gant Arthur Gillain Meagan Brooke Gooch

Christopher Lastatte Heuss Robert Dale Hunter, Jr. Jodee Lynne Jones Ariel Lynn Longmire Patechua Hue Lor Madison Lynn McClure

Jordan Jeffrey Melson JoElla Nicole Moody Kayla Nicole Morris

Daniel Wayne Parker Demetrius Ray Phelps Autumn Lynn
Denning Prater

Rebecca Leanne Roberts Kelsie Lynne Singleton Mandy Elizabeth Thomas

Lucas Austin Azbill Munkh-Orgil Battulga Damien Vincent Bombe Layla Dawn Byrum Lacob Clayton Crawley

Dillon Mason Todd Tristan Riley Umstead Shaina Elizabeth Williams

GO FOR IT! THE SKY’S THE LIMIT!GO FOR IT! THE SKY’S THE LIMIT!
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Class of 2016Class of 2016WEST CARROLL HIGH SCHOOL

John Austin Adams

Kalena Merea Bragg Taylor Annice Bridges Summer Renea Brown Jacob R. Bullington Cameron Blake Burton Jeremy D. Carlton

Faith Ann Coleman Benjamin Collins Kristopher Skye Conway Jazzmen LaSha
Cunningham

Kendall Alise Davidson Kaelyn Michele 
Deckard

Meagan Renee DeLaney Tabitha Jo Dorsey Allison Lane Noel Farley

Elijah Connor Franks Caitlin Beth Giles Alyssa Jean Gilley

Mariah F. Hernandez Colin C. Hudgins

Desiree Alexis Johnson

Erik Andrews Ebony Nicole Belew Brennon Chase Birdwell Kyle Bodwell Kristen Rita Bradley

Jacob Travis Keen Trevor Wade Keymon

Steven Trevor Foster Kalee Jo Fountain Faith Michelle Foutch

Seth Gilley Victoria L. Hamm

NOT PICTURED
Victoria Kaye Gilbert, James Tyler Horton, 

and Kayla Nicole Nixon.

Logan Lee Harrison

Madison Celeste Heckert
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Jace Wallace Williams Spencer Payne 
Yarbrough

Lynette Faye Stratton Caitlin Susan Wade Antonio Jermaine Walker J’Kara Donice Williams

Amy Mishal Seaton Rachel Nicole Sellers Cameron A. Shackleford Bobby Joe Spain Alexandria Nicole 
Springer

Maressa Ann Springer

Alexis Gabriella Patterson Kassie Danielle Pierce Jacob Alexander Pinkley Hunter J. Pruitt Hayden S. Savage

Andrew Lany
McAlexander

Jesse Middleton Jillianne Dionne Moncrief Dylan Scott Moon Cheyenne Harley Moran

MiKayla Shai Morris

Gavin Michael Knight Michael Ray James Knott Wendy Kay Lambert Rebecca Christine Lawler Wesley Tyler Lee

Giselle Martinez

WEST CARROLL HIGH SCHOOL

Laura Beth Killen

14965 South Highland
McKenzie, TN 38201

Phone: 731-352-0483
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Sat 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
 

• Electrical
• Tools
• Heating
• Cooling
• Plumbing
• Cabinets
• Janitorial 

BR
SUPPLY, INC.

GRADUATE
TO REAL

CUSTOMER
SERVICE!

Congratulations
Class of
2016!1105 State Route 77 • Atwood, TN  38220

731-662-7193

G & C Supply Co., Inc.

Congratulations 
to all 

West Carroll 
Seniors!

Hometown
Grocery & Deli

Est 2008

Fresh Deli Meats

5615 Main St., McLemoresville
731-535-3236

Monday - Saturday 5:30 am - 6:00 pm

Cookies, Cakes, Pies, 
Soft Serve Ice Cream, 

Deli Trays, 
Homemade Pimento Cheese, 

Homemade Chicken Salad 
& More

Congratulations 
to all Seniors!

Austin Adams

We salute you, graduates, for a job well done. You’ve really 
worked hard for your diplomas, and we know you have many more 
accomplishments ahead of you. We expect great things from you 
in the future, and we wish you all good luck and much happiness.

Happy Graduation Day!

We Congratulate West Carroll
High School Graduates

and all Carroll County Seniors!

Town of Trezevant
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Class of 2016Class of 2016CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

Jacob Daneil Baker

William Keith Butler Dalton Blane Casewell Chana Hope Christman Rachel Lynn Cole Preston Daniel Cooper Kaitlyn Michelle Cox

John William Ervin Joshua Daniel Gentry Emily Rose Gillum Brittany Ann Greene Jayca Nicole Gregory Trever Allen Hall

Austin Trevor Hardin Ryan Alexander Hughes Teyia Nicole Johnson Carl William Joyner Cody James Knuutila Starla Luhellier 

Steven Elkins McMackins Hannah Lee McWilliams Kristn Hope Mitchell William Trey 
Montgomery III

Tyler Wesley Moore Christina Rae Owens

Iteonia Gabrellia Pearson Autumn Skye Pierce Channa Larame Ragsdale Matthew Kyle Robbins

Sabrina Alicia Beardsley Logan Daniel Belew Kayla Elizabeth Bennett William Chase Bratton Kaylee Brooke Butler

Kelsey Layne Runions Jada Alexis Strickland Levi Hunter Thompson

Class of
2016 The diploma 

you’ve worked 
so hard for is in 
your hands, and 
so is your future.

Keep up the 
great work, 
graduates. 

We’re proud 
of you!

THE TOWN OF
BRUCETON

Congratulations!Congratulations!

NOT PICTURED   Starla Jean Crocker
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Class of 2016Class of 2016CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

Dustin Lee Turner

Allyson Ryan Wilson Elise Marie Wilson Kaitlyn Celeste Wilson Kayla Marie Woods Hunter-Chase Forrest 
Wortham

Thomas Brazil Forrest 
Wortham

Matthias Reynolds Vick Jon-Austin Welsh Kasey Marie White Dalton Taylor Whyte Haley Brooke Williams

By Ernie Smothers
smothers@mckenziebanner.com

B
RUCETON (May 
13) — A large as-
sembly of  family, 
friends, teachers, 
school  adminis-
trators and media 
j o i n e d   H o l l o w 
R o c k - B r u c e t o n 
C e n t r a l  H i g h 
S c h o o l  s e n i o r s 
inside the school 

gymnasium for the CHS Class of  2016 
graduation ceremony.

Following senior processional into 
the gym to Elgar’s Pomp and Circum-
stances and invocation, Class of  2016 
President Kayla Woods welcomed at-
tendees. 

She said, “From diapers to diplomas, 
we finally made it. Tonight marks not 
only the end of  a chapter in our lives, 
but a new beginning, as well. It is time 
for us to say farewell to the ones who 
have impacted our lives: our parents, 
friends, educators, and community. 
We have come this far because of  the 
kindness, gratitude, love and support 
they have shown us.”  

CHS Principal Joe Norval recog-
nized Honor Scholar Graduates who 
had taken the most rigorous classes 
offered at CHS and scored an 18 or 
above on the English section of  the 
A.C.T., a 22 or above on the math-
ematics section, a 22 or above on the 
Reading section, and a 23 or above on 
the Science section average for four 
years. They were: Chase Bratton, Josh 
Gentry, Trever Hall, Carl Joyner, Jon-
Austin Welsh, Haley Williams, and 
Kayla Woods.

Norval then recognized student 
graduating with distinction with an 
overall B average or above. They were: 
Chase Bratton, Josh Gentry, Jayca 

Gregory, Carl Joyner, Channa Rags-
dale, Kelsey Runions, Jada Strickland, 
Kaitlyn Wilson, and Kayla Woods.

Norval announced the following 
Class of  2015 Top Ten: 1-Carl Joyner; 
2-Kayla Woods; 3-Trever Hall; 4-Haley 
Williams; 5-Kelsey Runions; 6-Kayla 
Bennett; 7-Chase Bratton, 8-Kasey 
White; 9-Kaitlyn Wilson; 10-William 
Keith Butler.

Lifeline Bloodmobile Red Cord re-
cipients included: Will Butler, Hunter 
Wortham, Dalton Whyte, Starla Crock-
er, Jada Strickland, Steven McMack-
ins, Matt Robbins, Tyler Moore, Dalton 
Caswell, Trever Hall, Jayca Gregory, 
and Cody Knuutila.

During Salutatorian’s Address, Kay-
la Woods urged her fellow graduates to 
embrace compassion and hopefulness 
amid life’s changes.

She said, “Put your heart into ev-
erything you do. You have to be pas-
sionate about things in life. Do what 
makes you happy. Don’t rely on other 
people to make the major decisions 
in your life. I urge you to also have 
compassion for others. Offer as much 
to other people as you want offered 
back to you.”

She concluded, “Fellow graduates. I 
wish you all the best of  luck in your 
lives. Chase you dreams, because there 
is no limit. Above all, love you life-it is 
the only one you’ve got. Thank you.”  

After thanking parents, school ad-
ministrators and teachers, and sup-
porters, Valedictorian Carl Joyner ad-
dressed his classmates, “After tonight, 
we are going to have to face reality. We 
are going to have to stop relying on 
parents and start figuring things out 
on our own. The world is not going to 
wait for you to do something. If  you 
have something inside of  you that you 
know can change everything, seize the 
moment, and offer it to the world. Only 
you can propel your life forward.”

He concluded, “I hope that each of  

you realizes your dreams and that you 
never give up. The future is for those 
who take it and the best things in life 
aren’t free-they are the hardest. God 
bless and farewell on your journey 
through life."

Following presentation of  awards 
and special honors, Central Director 
of  Schools David Duncan asked retir-

ing, 30-year Central Elementary School 
educator Cathy Pardue to address the 
Class of  2016.

Pardue said, “Forty years ago on a 
muggy night in May, a scared young 
17-year-old girl on this very stage 
waiting to receive her diploma. Well, 
that girl was me. It is hard for me to 
imagine how fast time has gone by. 

I encourage all of  you to seek your 
dream like I did. I watched all of  you 
from your first day of  kindergarten 
until now, and I am proud of  you. May 
God bless you all.” 

Director Duncan presented the Class 
of  2016 to the Board of  Education.

Duncan and Central School Board 
Chair man Tim Runions presented 
diplomas to the following Class of  
2015 graduates: Jacob Daniel Baker, 
Sabrina Alicia Beardsley, Logan Daniel 
Belew, Kayla Elizabeth Bennett, Wil-
liam Chase Bratton, Kaylee Brooke 
Butler, William Keith Butler, Dalton 
Blane Caswell, Chana Hope Christ-
man, Rachel Lynn Cole, Preston Daniel 
Cooper, Kaitlyn Michelle Cox, Starla 
Jean Crocker, John William Ervin, 
Joshua Daniel Gentry, Emily Rose 
Gillum, Brittany Ann Greene, Jayca 
Nicole Gregory, Trever Allen Hall, 
Austin Trevor Hardin, Ryan Alexander 
Hughes, Teyia Nicole Johnson, Carl 
William Joyner, Cody James Knuutila, 
Steven Elkins McMackins, Hannah Lea 
McWilliams, Kristen Hope Mitchell, 
Wilbert Trey Montgomery III, Tyler 
Wesley Moore, Christina Rae Owens, 
Iteonia Gabrellia Pearson, Autumn 
Skye Pierce, Channa Larame Ragsdale, 
Matthew Kyle Robbins, Kelsey Layne 
Runions, Jada Alexis Strickland, Levi 
Hunter Thompson, Dustin Lee Turner, 
Matthias Reynolds Vick, Jon-Austin 
Welsh, Kasey Marie White, Dalton 
Taylor Whyte, Haley Brooke Williams, 
Allyson Ryan Wilson, Elise Marie 
Wilson, Kaitlyn Celeste Wilson, Kayla 
Marie Woods, Hunter-Chase Forrest 
Wortham, and Thomas Brazil Forrest 
Wortham.  

Following the singing of  the Alma 
Mater and closing prayer, Class of  2016 
graduates formed two receiving lines 
before casting their mortar boards 
skyward in celebration.

Left, (L to R) Ana-Kate Welsh, Chris Welsh, Jon-Austin Welsh, and Anne-Marie Welsh. Right, CHS Class of  2016 toss their mortarboards skyward. 

Hollow Rock-Bruceton Central Graduates 49

CHS Class of  2016 and Class President and Salutatorian Kayla Woods 
and Valedictorian Carl Joyner.
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