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Come visit our new Liquorland liquor store in McKenzie.   We carry a variety of liquor, wine and spirits!   Our staff is here & ready to find anything you're looking for!

We'll beat any 
We'll beat any 

price in McKenzie!
price in McKenzie!LiquorlandLiquorland

731-207-1107 15984 HIGHLAND DRIVE, McKENZIE, TN
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BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (June 29) — 
McKenzie Police Department 
(MPD) is the new provider 
of  student resource officers 
(SROs) for McKenzie Special 
School District (MSSD).

During a called meeting of  
the McKenzie Special School 
District Board of  Education, 
the Board voted unanimously 
to move the contract from 
the Carroll County Sheriff ’s 

McKENZIE — After 10 years as 
President of  Bethel University, Dr. 
Walter Butler announced his plans 
to retire on December 31, 2023 shortly 
after turning 70. 

Butler is a familiar face throughout 
the state due to his service in the state 
and local governments.

“Bethel University without Walter 
Butler is virtually unfathomable,” 
said Nancy Bean, Chair of  Bethel 
University’s Board of  Trustees. “His 
total contributions to Bethel are en-
tirely too numerous to mention or to 
even recognize. However, it can easily 
be said that he has successfully and 
with honor, commitment and dignity 
guided the University through some 
of  its best times and some of  the 
most difficult times of  its history. As 
both the Director of  Business Affairs 
and later as President he has made 

an indelible mark on the University, 
and one for which his legacy will be 
remembered with deep admiration 
and appreciation for generations to 
come.”

Butler has a long history with the 
University. He began working at Beth-
el as an admission counselor in 1975.
“ I never planned on being president 
of  this University, but I am so grateful 
to have had the opportunity,” said 
Butler. “Everyone here is committed 
to making a difference in the lives of  
our students. They’re on a mission, 
and it has been a wonderful thing 
to be a part of. Bethel University 
has been a blessing to me, and I will 
forever be grateful to it.”

In addition to his time in higher 
education, Butler spent many years 

BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (June 29) 
— Effective October 1, rate-
payers of  Carroll County 
Electric Department (CCED) 
will experience a slight in-
crease in electric rates. This 
is the first rate increase since 
2018, according to Ryan Dre-
wry, general manager of  
CCED.

Residential customers 
will experience an increase 
of  $2.07 on the monthly 
base rate, from $23.55 to a 
new rate of  $25.62. There 
is no increase in the kWh 
usage rate. Small commer-
cial customers using less 

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. Postal Service is in-
creasing the price of  a 
first-class stamp on July 9.
The new rate for a one-
ounce letter is 66 cents, an 
increase of  4.8 percent from 
the current rate of  63 cents.
Under Postmaster General 
Louis DeJoy, the money-los-
ing agency has embarked 
on a 10-year plan to reach 
profitability.

In  2019, a stamp costs 50 
cents. The July 2023 price 
hike is the fifth increase 
since early 2019.

BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

TREZEVANT (June 28) — New 
playground equipment is almost full 
assembled and ready for the chil-
dren of  the Trezevant area to enjoy. 
It is located adjacent to Trezevant 
Elementary School and adjacent to 
the city’s ballfields.

Mary Jo Hall of  the Town of  
Trezevant said, Thanks to the kind 
people of  the Trezevant area,” the 
playground is a reality.

The new playground equipment 
costs $70,375. A down payment of  
$26,894 was made on the project 
with the balance due on installation. 
Donations from Milan Health Care, 
Centennial Bank, Trezevant Men’s 
Club, West Carroll Alumni, plus a 
$30,000 bank loan are funding the 
project. An anonymous donation 
was also part of  the funding, said 
Ms. Hall. Additional donations are 
expected.

Playgrounds are more handi-
cap-friendly to children with lim-
ited mobility. The new Trezevant 

playground has handicap swings, 
see-saw, slides, climbing obstacle 
course, games and a merry-go-
round. A nearby porch-style swing 
is available for waiting parents.

Ms. Hall said a few additional 
parts will completed the installation 
and then it will open to the public. 

A recently added walking trail 
and soon-to-be-added amplitheatre 
will round out enhancements to 
the park.

Ms. Hall said the city hopes to 
modernize the entire park, includ-
ing ballfields and concession area.
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129139 • NEW LISTING! Beautiful 
land with one cleared building spot on 
Pea Ridge Rd. Abundant road frontage 
on the Chapel Hill Rd. side. Room for 
deer hunting. Wild turkeys are known 
to roam around. $289,000

129110 • Lovely Dutch Colonial 
4 BR, 2-1/2 BA with an offi ce, dining 
room, living room, den, breakfast 
area and a two-car attached garage 
set on Stonewall St. close to the city 
park. This home has a new roof and 
2 new central heat and air units. 
Great location! $249,000

129171 • NEW LISTING! Great 
Location with a corner lot! Nice 3 BR, 
2 BA home with large eat-in kitchen, 
welcoming living room, two-car 
garage. Relaxing covered back porch 
leads to a fenced-in backyard with an 
above ground pool. Out building for 
storage and metal carport for additional 
covered storage. $215,000

121353
Prime commercial real estate 
located on Cedar Street! 
Approximately 0.81 acre +/- 
with survey. $100,000

E: stafford@stafford-realestate.com
www.staff ord-realestate.com

Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD
NICKY JOE
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Electric Rates to 
Increase Slightly
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The new playground at Trezevant City Park will soon open for area children.

Trezevant Area Children Eagerly 
Await Playground’s Opening
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BRAKE REPAIRBRAKE REPAIR

A/C REPAIRA/C REPAIR

BRAKE REPAIRBRAKE REPAIR

A/C REPAIRA/C REPAIR

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

14995 HIGHLAND DR.14995 HIGHLAND DR.
MCKENZIE, TN 38201MCKENZIE, TN 38201

(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)

731-393-0091731-393-0091

Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair

Belt, Hose Replacement

Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!

75 Cent
Only
75¢
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Hearing was held June 26, 2023: City of McKenzie vs. Owners of 
property located at 165 Paris Pike, McKenzie, Tennessee 38201, 
Parcel 8, Group B, of Tax Map 11H. 

This cause came to be heard on June 26, 2023, by the below hearing 
offi cer. This cause was initiated by the City of McKenzie alleging a 
violation of City Ordinance section 13-201 involving slum clearance. 

Present at the hearing of June 26, 2023, was codes offi cer Jim 
Seaton on behalf of the City of McKenzie. The following property 
maintenance committee members were also in attendance: 
Assistant Police Chief Trey Boucher, Battalion Chief Jason Arnold, 
Codes Enforcement Offi cer Phillip Morrissett, and City Recorder 
Jennifer Waldrup. No one appeared on behalf of the property owners 
James T. Davidson and wife, Sharon Davidson. The hearing offi cer 
fi nds that all interested parties were properly notifi ed before said 
hearing pursuant to proper notice as required. 

The hearing offi cer fi nds that the City of McKenzie has carried its 
burden of proof under the ordinance and that there is a basis for a 
fi nding of unfi tness under section 13-209. The owners have sixty 
days (60) days from July 11, 2023, to demolish the structure or pull 
the proper permits and complete all repairs to have the structure up 
to code. Any possible appeal, in accordance with Section 13-211, 
of this order, must be within sixty (60) days after the posting and 
service of this order of the public offi cer. 

Jennifer Waldrup, Hearing Offi cer

THIS INSTRUMENT WAS PREPARED BY JIM PILLOW, Master Code 
Professional, Certifi ed Building Offi cial, Certifi ed Fire Marshall

A1/27-2

City of McKenzie

RULING/ORDER
Hearing was held June 26, 2023: City of McKenzie vs. Owners of 
property located at 77 Booker Street, McKenzie, Tennessee 38201, 
Parcel 4.01, Group G, of Tax Map 12M. 

This cause came to be heard on June 26, 2023, by the below hearing 
offi cer. This cause was initiated by the City of McKenzie alleging a 
violation of City Ordinance section 13-201 involving slum clearance. 

Present at the hearing of June 26, 2023, was codes offi cer Jim 
Seaton on behalf of the City of McKenzie. The following property 
maintenance committee members were also in attendance: 
Assistant Police Chief Trey Boucher, Battalion Chief Jason Arnold, 
Codes Enforcement Offi cer Phillip Morrissett, and City Recorder 
Jennifer Waldrup. No one appeared on behalf of the property owner, 
Kathleen Pate. The hearing offi cer fi nds that all interested parties 
were properly notifi ed before said hearing pursuant to proper notice 
as required. 

The hearing offi cer fi nds that the City of McKenzie has carried its 
burden of proof under the ordinance and that there is a basis for a 
fi nding of unfi tness under section 13-209. The owners have sixty 
days (60) days from July 11, 2023, to demolish the structure. Any 
possible appeal, in accordance with Section 13-211, of this order, 
must be within sixty (60) days after the posting and service of this 
order of the public offi cer. 

THIS INSTRUMENT WAS PREPARED BY JIM PILLOW, Master Code 
Professional, Certifi ed Building Offi cial, Certifi ed Fire Marshall

A1/27-2

City of McKenzie

RULING/ORDER

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

When Dr. Justin Barden 
accepted his new position as 
the McKenzie Special School 
District’s Director of  Schools, 
he knew he wanted to spend 
his first year observing rath-
er than changing. He would 
be intentional and methodi-
cal with his choices, and he 
could only do that by listen-
ing and learning what the 
district already does so well. 

With that being said, this 
year he is making sure to 
focus on McKenzie’s tradi-
tion of  academic and athletic 
success.

In a meeting June 15, Dr. 
Barden and the McKenzie 
School Board approved a $15.7 
million budget for the 2023-24 
school year, which covers 
structural aid, construction, 
transportation, staff  raises, 
and more. A large portion of  
the budget also goes toward 
technology, workbooks, and 
instructional supplies that 
support the curriculum. 

Dr. Barden said every 
year’s budget focuses on 
how the school district can 
improve students’ overall 
school experience. From 
academic tools to building 
improvements, from the ad-
dition of  a social worker 
to the construction of  the 
new sports facility — every 
budget item was chosen to 
improve student life and, 
as a result, their academic 
success.  

The district recently ad-
opted a new math curric-
ulum for grades K-12 and 
a new Pre-K curriculum 
with Connect-4 Learning. 
The Pre-K curriculum was 
adopted county-wide and 
requires training. 

The McKenzie Special 
School District is following 
a nationwide trend of  em-
phasizing STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and 
math) learning in schools. 
McKenzie Middle School is 
adding a STEM program, 
which joins library, computer 
skills, music education, and 
physical education as a rota-
tional class period. The dis-
trict is also revamping McK-
enzie High School’s current 
STEM program and adding 
more CTE (career technical 
education) opportunities. 

In regards to improving 
English/language arts educa-
tion, Dr. Barden said there is 
a continued focus on teaching 
Pre-K and kindergarten stu-
dents the basics of  reading. 
He commended McKenzie’s 
preschool and kindergarten 

educators for their work, but 
he said it also takes family 
and community support to 
encourage these skills. 

“As a district, I think 
we’ve got to start looking at, 
how do we support families 
in their homes before they 
even get to us?” said Barden. 
“I don’t think that everybody 
understands and values the 
importance of  reading to a 1 
year old, a 2 year old, a 3 year 
old.” He said it’s important 
to spread the word and help 
children connect to the Imag-
ination Library or any local 
library to access reading 
material as soon as possible. 

There will not be an imme-
diate change in reading com-
prehension in the next few 
school years, but he said be-
ing intentional, trying to es-
tablish building blocks, and 
encouraging reading from 
a young age will eventually 
result in improvement. 

LeighAnn Horne, an in-
structional supervisor with 
the McKenzie Special School 
District, said the elementary 
school will continue hosting 
family involvement nights. 
Last year, the school had 
reading nights, math nights, 
and PBS visits that students 
could attend with their fam-
ilies. “When we can do that, 
we get parents here in this 
building,” said Horne. “We 
try to get them on board for 
reading to their students at 
home as much as they are 
here at school. That helps.”

The McKenzie Special 
School District added sev-
eral new positions for the 
2023-24 school year, including 
a social worker, an addition-
al English language teach-
er, a new special education 
teacher at the high school, 
and educational assistants. 
Most roles have already 
been filled, excluding the 
social worker and English 
language teacher. 

The school district funds 
online learning websites like 
IXL, Vocabulary.com, and 
BrainPop. It also buys and 
replaces Chromebooks and 
desktop computers in com-
puter labs. Next year, Dr. 
Barden estimates the district 
will replace 350 computers 
between the three schools.

As students enjoy their 
last month of  summer va-
cation before August 1, McK-
enzie Special School District 
staff  are already preparing 
to return. Between meetings 
and in-service preparation, 
they are working to make 
the school district the best 
possible place for students 
to be during the 2023-24 
school year. 

McKenzie’s new director of  schools Dr. Justin Barden 
and instructional supervisor LeighAnn Horne.

Dr. Justin Barden will Maintain 
McKenzie’s Tradition of Excellence

MARTIN — Effective lead-
ers look beyond their imme-
diate surroundings to iden-
tify growth opportunities 
and ways to improve life for 
others. McKenzie resident 
Christy Williams, branch 
manager and vice president 
of  Regions Bank, valued 
the class sessions, and the 
people she met established 
connections that will help 
turn ideas into action. 

“Whenever I’m needing 
something, I have people I 
can reach out to and be able 
to make tough decisions 
and hopefully to make a 
bigger impact in the com-
munity,” Williams said, not-
ing that she is already us-
ing her new knowledge. “I 
am on the chamber board, 
so I am hopefully going 
to be able to have a voice 
and be able to bring some 
things to the table through 
WestStar to help our com-
munity and Carroll County 
progress even more.”

Including this year’s 
class, the program has grad-
uated 945 participants since 
WestStar was established in 
1989. Dr. Charley Deal, UT 
Martin vice chancellor for 
university advancement, led 
the program and graduation 
ceremony.

WestStar’s 33rd graduat-
ing class included members 
from 17 West Tennessee 
counties. Participants are 

chosen annually by the 
program’s board of  trust-
ees, and selection is based 
on individual leadership 
achievements and poten-
tial to contribute to West 
Tennessee’s development.  
From Carroll County were 
McKenzie residents Christy 
Williams and Larry Smith.

Class members are se-
lected from all occupations 
and levels of  community 
and regional involvement. 
Eight sessions are held in 
different communities and 
cover topics such as agri-
culture and transportation, 
energy and environment, 
public policy issues, edu-
cation and tourism.

Award presentations 
were made before the grad-
uation ceremony that in-
cluded the C.P. Boyd Lead-
ership Award. A current 
class member is selected 
who demonstrates the com-
passion, leadership and 
love for West Tennessee 
exemplified by the late Hay-
wood County educator for 
whom the award is named. 
Dr. La Sonya Harris Hall, 
deputy chief  administra-
tive officer Shelby Coun-
ty Mayor Lee Harris, was 
voted by her classmates to 
receive the award. 

Members of  the 2023 
WestStar graduating class 
are: Dr. Kyle Barron, vice 
president for student ser-

vices, Jackson State Com-
munity College, Jackson; 
Kate Bynum, assistant 
district attorney, 27th Ju-
dicial District Attorney 
General’s Office, Dresden; 
Clay Cunha, director of  
business development, Ser-
viceMaster, Cordova; Josh 
Frey, sheriff, Henry County, 
Paris; Dr. La Sonya Hall, 
deputy chief  administra-
tive officer, Shelby County 
Government, Memphis; Dr. 
Versie Hamlett, superin-
tendent, Fayette County 
Schools, Somerville; Mar-
cus Heaston, workforce 
development coordinator, 
Tipton County Schools, 
Covington; Sam Hedge, 
t e ch n i c i a n ,  Pe s t  S t o p, 
C a m d e n ;  S a m  H u t s o n , 
president, Crove Media, 
Paris; James “Pete” John-
son, chair, Jackson-Madi-
son County School Board, 
Jackson; Undrae Johnson, 
director of  parks and rec-
reation, Haywood County 
Government, Brownsville; 
Tiffany Jones, owner, E&T 
Contracting, LLC, Hender-
son; Jere Kail Jr., agent, 
Tennessee Farm Bureau 
Insurance, Dyersburg; Pa-
mela Mabry, mayor, city of  
Newbern, Newbern; Mel-
vin Martin, fire chief  and 
Emergency Management 
Agency director, Savannah; 
Randy Moffett, territory 
manager, James Green and 

Associates, Sherwood; Tosh 
Newman, director, Carl Per-
kins Civic Center and the 
Jackson Baseball Stadium, 
Jackson; Brandon Orr, area 
director, USDA Rural Devel-
opment, Union City; Eddie 
Pruett, director of  schools, 
Gibson County Special 
School District, Medina; 
Bill Rawls, mayor, city of  
Brownsville, Brownsville;  
Michael Sargent, owner, 
State Farm, Paris; McKen-
zie resident Larry Smith, fi-
nancial advisor, Lexington; 
Hannah Stewart, assistant 
director for marketing, UT 
Martin Office of  University 
Relations, Martin; Donna 
Stines, philanthropy direc-
tor, West Tennessee Health-
care, Jackson; Laura Suiter, 
director of  development, 
University of  Tennessee 
Foundation, UT Martin, 
Martin; Donnie Walton, 
vice president and loan 
officer, Commercial Bank 
and Trust Co., Union City; 
Christy Williams, branch 
manager and vice presi-
dent, Regions Bank, McK-
enzie; and Timothy York, 
senior human resources 
business partner, Marvin 
Windows and Doors of  Ten-
nessee, Ripley.

Information about the 
WestStar Leadership Pro-
gram is available at www.
utm.edu/weststar or by 
calling 731-881-7298.

Williams, Smith Among WestStar 2023 Graduates

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

Come on down to Liquor-
land, McKenzie’s newest 
liquor store. The store is 
owned by Peter Patel, who 
also owns Paris Westwood 
Wines & Liquor, and is next 
to McKenzie’s BP gas sta-
tion, at 15984 Highland Dr., 
McKenzie. 

Business  owners  ob-
tained a liquor license in 
February 2023. The only 
thing left was complet-
ing building renovations, 
which began in December 
2022, and stocking the store. 
One major building renova-
tion included a drive-thru 
window facing the BP gas 
station.

Liquorland opened to the 
public Wednesday, June 21, 
and welcomes walk-in or 
drive-thru customers. 

Many McKenzie  res -
idents travel to Paris or 
Huntingdon to buy liquor 
at lower prices, and Patel’s 
goal with Liquorland is not 
to compete with any local 
liquor stores but to have 
prices that draw McKenzie 
residents’ business back to 
McKenzie. 

Because Liquorland own-
ers buy stock in large vol-
umes, they are able to sell 
products at lower prices. 

Don Dick, a former West-
wood employee with over 
30 years of  experience, said 
they will try to sell their 
products at the same price 
markup as in Paris. 

Liquorland sells all ma-
jor brands of  whiskey, 
bourbon, vodka, gin, and 
tequila. It has seltzers such 
as White Claws with Vodka 

and High Noons. Don Dick 
said he believes Liquor-
land is the only liquor store 
in the area carrying local 
wines from Purple-Toad 
Winery and Paris Win-
ery, among wider-known 
brands. Liquorland also 
carries mixers, BuzzBallz, 
frozen margarita pouches, 
and more. Store owners are 

also open to requests from 
customers. 

Liquorland has an open-
ing sale on Jack Daniels 
and Crown Royal. Custom-
ers can purchase a half  
gallon of  Jack Daniels for 
$53.99 or a 750 mL bottle 
for $20.99. A half  gallon of  
Crown Royal is $62.99 or a 
750 mL bottle is $29.99. 

Liquorland Opens in McKenzie

Liquorland employees have years of  experience and are excited to welcome 
customers to their newest business venture in McKenzie. 

BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (June 27) 
— The Town of  Huntingdon 
Mayor and Council approved 
the second and final read-
ings on the 2023-24 fiscal year 
budget. 

The Council approved a 
property tax rate of  $1.2487 
per $100 assessed value, the 
same rate as in the previous 
year. 

Mayor Nina Smothers said 
the budget includes a $1.05 
per hour increase in pay for 
city employees, additional 
compensation for employees 
of  the Police Department 
according to job description, 
new electronic equipment to 
automatically read water me-
ters, and improvements to the 
culvert on Williams Street 
and the sewer lagoon. The 
town will also install a sewer 
pump station in the 1000-Acre 
Lake area and complete the 
water line replacement along 
East Main Street.

A public hearing was held 
prior to the second reading of  
the budget, however, no one 
addressed the Council.

The budget for the Wa-
ter-Sewer Department was 
also approved with a pro-
jected revenue of  $6,310,550, 
with reserves from the previ-
ous year of  $258,000 to equal 
$6,568,550.

An increase of  3.0 percent 
as part of  the automatic cost 
of  living was approved for 
the water and sewer rates.

Tap fees for new water or 
sewer lines were also ap-
proved for an increase due 
to the extra cost of  supplies 
to make the taps.

The tennis courts are in 
disrepair. The city appropri-
ated $38,000 to renovate the 
two courts and add striping 
to designate the playing sur-
face of  four pickleball courts 
in Veterans Park. The lone 
contractor to bid was Sport 
Rite of  Tullahoma.

Darrell Davis Roofing 
Company was awarded the 
bid to install new roofing on 
Fire Station #3 (Northwood 
Drive), Heritage Hall and a 
portion of  The Dixie Carter 
Performing Arts Center,  Da-
vis bid $155,393, JM Roofing 
bid $204,706, and Stambaugh 
Roofing bid $286,685.

Water bills were adjusted 
to $250 each for Gavin Noles, 
whose had a leak and an ini-
tial charge of  $2,279 and Gin-
ger Coleman, whose initial 
bill was $1,542.79.

M ayo r  S m o t h e r s  a n -
nounced the Oak Ridge Boys 
will perform at the Heritage 
Festival on September 23.

Waste Management, the 
city’s solid waste contrac-
tor, is implementing sideload 
pickup services, requiring 
all solid waste customers to 
use standardize rolling carts. 
That service begins in July.

T h e  n e w l y  f o r m e r 
Huntingdon Historical Soci-
ety, coordinated by Johnny 
McClure, is meeting monthly 
at the Historical Museum, 
announced the mayor.

Huntingdon Approves Budget, Roofing
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Department to MPD.
The State of  Tennessee’s 

General Assembly allotted 
$75,000 annually per school 
site statewide to hire SROs. 
Sheriff  Andy  Dickson and 
MPD Chief  Ryan White ad-
dressed the Board, encour-
aging the board members to 
vote for their agency.

Sheriff  Dickson’s three 
officers are now serving 
MSSD. They are uniformed 
officers with special SRO 
training. They walk the 
school hallways and help 
with traffic management. 
Officers travel with ball 
teams and provide securi-

ty at school functions. The 
officers are eligible for the 
Tennessee Consolidated Re-
tirement System plus TCRS’ 
Bridge Program, to allow 
early retirement. Each offi-
cer has a patrol vehicle. 

Chief  White said under 
the MPD contract, SROs will 
provide the same security 
services as the Sheriff ’s De-
partment and DARE - bully-
ing, drug- and alcohol-pre-
vention classes. Officers 
will continue with the TCRS 
retirement program , but 
without the Bridge Program.

Everyone involved was 
very complimentary of  Sher-
iff  Dickson and his officers. 
Carroll County Sheriff ’s De-
partment quickly stepped in 
to provide SROs at McKenzie 
when the former McKenzie 
Police Chief  suddenly ended 

the program. 
School Board members 

decided to contract with 
MPD to improve communi-
cations between the SROs 
and the other MPD officers 
and administration.

Chief  White said the three 
existing SROs have agreed 
to join MPD and continue 
their service at MSSD. A 
fourth SRO might be added 
to ensure coverage when 
any SRO must be absent. 
Each will have a new patrol 
car funded by the new state 
SRO grant. 

Sheriff  Dickson said his 
department is providing 
SROs at all schools in Car-
roll County except MSSD 
and Huntingdon Special 
School District, where offi-
cers from Huntingdon Police 
Department serve as SROs.

SRO
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in public service. At 24, he 
was elected Carroll Coun-
ty Trustee and became the 
youngest county-wide official 
ever elected in Carroll Coun-
ty. He also was elected mayor 
of  Carroll County, a position 
his son, Joseph, now holds. 
Walter spent 18 years in Car-
roll County government prior 
to serving in roles as Tennes-
see’s director of  State Parks 
and deputy commissioner of  
Personnel and later deputy 
commissioner of  Labor and 
Workforce Development.

After those roles, Butler 
returned to Bethel to serve 
as director of  Business Af-
fairs, Vice President of  the 
College of  Liberal Arts, and 
Vice President of  the College 
of  Criminal Justice before 
being named President.

“While with regret, we 
honor his decision to re-
tire,” said Bean. “We also 
understand and support his 
decision to have more time 
with his family and to pursue 
other hobbies and activities 
of  his choosing.

The Board of  Trustees is 
moving forward. A Presiden-
tial Search Committee was 
formed to find a successor 
to Dr. Butler. They are in the 
very early stages of  their 
quest and will eventually 
bring names and nomina-
tions to the full Board.”

Butler said he is very 
proud of  the students, facul-
ty and staff  of  the four-year 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church-affiliated university.

“Our students are truly 
making a difference in this 
world,” said the retiring pres-
ident. He has witnessed for-

mer Bethel athletes advance 
into professional sports, stu-
dents in the music program 
become professionals in the 
music industry, and watched 
some former students return 
as faculty members at the 
University.

Bethel is noted for its 
teacher-training program, 
its physician assistant pro-
gram, which has a capacity 
number of  students every 
year, its nursing program, 
its music program, and the 
athletic department, which is 
developing athletes and pro-
viding sports management 
programs, in which students 
assist at the NFL, NBA, and 
other major sporting events. 
Student-athletes consistently 
are honored as Champions of  
Character and noted for their 
high GPAs.

He said he is proud of  10 
consecutive balanced budgets 
and the new chapel under 
construction adjacent to the 
Vera Low Student Enrich-
ment Center.

Bethel faced challeng-
es during Butler’s tenure. 
During a previous adminis-
tration of  the State of  Ten-
nessee, the state Department 
of  Education decertified the 
local University’s Education 
Department. Bethel success-
fully reinstated the certifi-
cation through a court order 
granting financial damages 
to Bethel University because 
the State wrongfully decerti-
fied the program. 

Another challenge was 
COVID. While many colleges 
and universities shut down, 
Bethel limited its closure 
from March 2020 to the end 
of  the school year. Students 
continued their studies 
through online portals, a sys-
tem familiar to Bethel since 
it had offered online courses 
for more than a decade. The 

2020-21 school year marked a 
return to in-person classes 
with some restrictions. 

Bethel established a spe-
cial dormitory for those with 
COVID and designated areas 
for those students in quar-
antine. At the height of  the 
pandemic, Bethel had 147 
students with COVID.

Butler praised the faculty, 
staff, and healthcare workers 
who assisted in managing the 
situation.

Not only did they deliver 
meals to the students and pro-
vide updates to the parents 
of  their children’s situation, 
they continued the orderly 
operations of  the University.

The University also de-
creased the number of  satel-
lite campuses to Paris, Nash-
ville, and Jackson. Many of  
the face-to-face classes con-
verted to online only.

Bethel’s Global Studies 
also experienced explosive 
growth. Bethel works with 
Global Citizen Adventure 
Corps, a non-profit organi-
zation, to arrange all global 
travel and activities. Both 
high school and college stu-
dents receive college credit 
for their service-learning 
activities while servicing in 
foreign countries. Professor 
Stacie Freeman heads the 
program.

In the near future, Bethel 
hopes to develop an MBA and 
Masters in Criminal Justice 
program that can be complet-
ed in 12 months, said Butler.

Walter and wife, Jennifer, 
have been married 43 years 
and have three boys, Mur-
ray, Joseph, and Thomas, all 
three of  whom are gradu-
ates of  Bethel. Murray is 
a medical doctor, Joseph is 
county mayor, and Thom-
as is in sales of  orthopedic 
supplies. They also have 12 
grandchildren.

Butler
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than 15,00 kWh monthly, 
will experience a $1.85 in-
crease in the base rate and 
no increase in the kWh 
usage rate. Larger com-
mercial customers will ex-
perience a rate increase in 
the usage rate of  $.00154 to 
$.00158 per kWh. Outside 
lighting rates will increase 
at $.00106 per kWh.

TVA had implemented a 
2.5 percent discount rate 
for its partner distributors 
in September 2020. That is 
anticipated to expire on Sep-
tember 30, 2023. 

One service is decreasing 
in price. Secondary electric 
meters at residences - such 
as for a well house or out-
building, will no longer 
have taxes applied. Taxes 
still apply if  the secondary 
meter is used for commer-
cial property.

The Board also forgave 
bad debt of  $64,945.82 for 
the fiscal year 2023 and 
$49,780.39 for fiscal year 2022. 
Those represent .14 percent 
and .12 percent of  electric 
sales during the respective 
years.

Due diligence for pur-
chasing real estate for a new 

headquarters is moving for-
ward. Soil compaction, sur-
veys, and title opinions are 
moving forward. The Board 
voted to buy the unimproved 
real estate at the intersec-
tion of  Paris Street and Vet-
erans Drive in Huntingdon.

James David Hale was 
honored for his four years of  
service on the Carroll Coun-
ty Electric Department’s 
Board of  Directors. The 
Carroll County Commission 
appointed him. Mr. Hale is 
better known as Coach Hale, 

who coached at Huntingdon 
and West Carroll for many 
years. Hale thanked his fel-
low board members for their 
friendship and service.

Board members include 
Lori Nolen, chairman, Mar-
ty Hurly, Chris Gurley, John 
Austin, and David Hale. 
County Mayor Joseph But-
ler serves as an ex-officio 
member. Robert Keeton, Jr. 
serves as the attorney and 
Kelly Fields serves as office 
manager. 

(Coach) David Hale was honored for serving four 
years on the Board of  Directors of  the Carroll Coun-
ty Electric Department. (L to R) Hale is presented a 
plaque by Ryan Drewry, general manager of  CCED.
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Addi Poole watched the 
Miss Tennessee pageants ev-
ery year. She looked forward 
to the days when Miss Ten-
nessee visited her school. 
Miss Tennessee was some-
one she could look up to and 
someone who made her feel 
seen. When Poole attended 
the Miss Tennessee pageant 
2015 to support Paris native 
Hannah Robison, her entire 
perspective of  the contest 
changed. Seeing someone 
from just across the road 
win the pageant proved she 
also had a chance to win 
one day and represent her 
community and state.

Now, the Martin native 
is preparing to represent 
Carroll County in her third 
consecutive Miss Tennessee 
Volunteer pageant.

Poole, the adopted daugh-
ter of  Greg and Paula Poole, 
said her mom entered her in 
pageants before she could 
even talk. At just a few 
weeks old, she won her first 
pageant. “I must have done 
something right,” she said. 

And then Poole did some-
thing right again, and again, 
and again. She competed in 
pageants throughout ele-
mentary and middle school 
before taking a small break 
to focus on school during 
her junior year at Westview 
High School. She competed 
all over west Tennessee, her 
passion growing with each 
competition. 

She competed in a few 
Miss Tennessee Teen pag-
eants but did not join the 
Miss Tennessee Volunteer 
organization until she be-
gan college. The organiza-
tion gives scholarships to its 
pageant winners and Poole, 
a Murray State University 
student and Alpha Delta 
Pi sorority sister, could not 
turn down a chance to do 
something she loves and 
possibly win a scholarship. 

In her first year, she rep-
resented Alexandria. Then 

she represented Riverside. 
This year, she is Miss Car-
roll County Volunteer. 

Although she is a Mar-
tin native, Poole said her 
roots are very close to Car-
roll County, and several of  
her friends attended Bethel 
University. She loves Leigh 
Carr, the Bethel Universi-
ty cheer coach and Miss 
Carroll County pageant di-
rector, and she knew she 
had to compete. After win-
ning, Poole learned Carr’s 
daughter would be her Iris 
Princess — meaning Poole 
will mentor her throughout 
pageant week. 

“It’s a really great expe-
rience to work with them,” 
Poole said about the Carr 
family. 

The Miss Tennessee Vol-
unteer organization priori-
tizes contestants’ platforms 
— charities or organiza-
tions headed by contestants. 
Poole’s platform is called 
“Addi for Adoption,” which 
she uses to raise awareness 
about adoption and raise 
money for the Dave Thomas 
Foundation. Poole was ad-
opted, so she is passionate 
about helping other kids 
leave foster homes and find 
their forever families. 

Poole said the fast-food 
chain Wendy’s partners 
with the Dave Thomas 
Foundation, a public char-
ity dedicated to helping 

children find permanent 
homes. Wendy’s sells Frosty 
keychains, and a portion 
of  keychain sales go to the 
Wendy’s Wonderful Kids 
Foundation through the 
Dave Thomas Foundation. 
With Poole’s platform, she 
buys the keychains in bulk 
and sells them, donating 
any extra funds to the Dave 
Thomas Foundation. 

Poole’s goal is to help chil-
dren understand that they 
are wanted and that they are 
not alone. “You don’t have to 
be adopted to feel like you’re 
not wanted or that you don’t 
fit in,” Poole said. Former 
Miss Tennessee winners 
always made her feel sup-
ported, and Poole wants to 
do the same. 

Poole has several coach-
es helping her prepare for 
the big pageant. She has 
an overall pageant coach 
who she said helps with 
all aspects of  the compe-
tition, a personal trainer, 
a talent coach, and more. 
Her family and friends also 
help her, giving her random 
rapid-fire interviews. “It 
definitely takes a village,” 
she said. 

In the talent competi-
tion, Poole will sing Miran-
da Lambert’s “Love Song.” 
Poole loves country music 
and even moved to Nash-
ville recently with dreams 
of  working as an artist rep-
resentative in the industry. 

This year, Poole is feel-
ing much more relaxed go-
ing into the pageant. She 
said she might have put too 
much pressure on herself  
in the past. “I truly want to 
take it all in and appreciate 
it this year,” she said. 

The Miss Tennessee Vol-
unteer pageant is July 26-29 
at the Carl Perkins Civic 
Center. Wednesday, Poole 
will compete in the talent 
competition. Thursday is 
the swimsuit/fitness compe-
tition. Friday is the evening 
wear competition. Satur-
day night, the queen will be 
crowned. 
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Addie Poole

Addi Poole is Miss Carroll County Volunteer
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E m m a  M a r t i n  i s  n o 
stranger to the Miss Tennes-
see Volunteer stage, but the 
beauty queen said this year’s 
pageant might be her last. 

Emma is the daughter of  
Jessica Martin and a 2019 
McKenzie High School grad-
uate. She joined the Miss 
Tennessee Volunteer orga-
nization in 2021 as Miss Mc-
Nairy County Volunteer, and 
she competed the following 
year as Miss Delta Blues 
Volunteer. She placed in the 
top fifteen of  both pageants. 
Now, she’s taking the stage 
July 26 as Miss Fall Fest 
Volunteer, a title she won in 
Union City. 

Emma’s love for pageants 
began on the Little Miss 
McKenzie stage, and she 
had no idea she would take 
it as far as she has today. 
Going into her first pag-
eant, she said she had no 
clue what she was getting 
herself  into. Her aunt and 
cousins convinced her to 
compete, so she borrowed a 
dress and did her best. She 
won second maid in that 
pageant, and from then on 
she was hooked. 

Her participation in pag-
eants have helped her find 
her passion. When Emma 
first competed in the Miss 
Tennessee Volunteer pag-
eant, she panicked when she 
heard she had to do her own 
hair and makeup. Two years 
later, freshly graduated from 
Bethel University, Emma 
now attends beauty school 
at Day Cosmetology in Jack-

son. Skills she learned from 
pageantry have helped her 
choose a future career. 

While she juggles her 
schooling and pageant prep, 
Emma said she’s trying not 
to worry about the upcom-
ing competition.

“I think it’s important 
just to not stress about 
things and just be in the 
moment and have fun with 
it,” said Martin. “I wish you 
could have seen me in my 
first year. I was so stressed.”

Now, she knows the sched-
ule and she knows what to 
expect. This year, she said 
she’s most excited to just be 
able to go back on stage and 
see her friends. 

Wednesday night, Emma 
will sing Adele’s version of  
Bob Dylan’s “Make You Feel 
My Love,” a song she said 
she has been singing for a 
long time. Thursday night 
is fitness/swimwear night, 
and Friday night is evening 
gown night. 

A major component of  the 
Miss Tennessee Volunteer 

pageant is contestants’ plat-
forms. Emma will showcase 
her “Crowning Efforts” plat-
form, which puts a focus on 
volunteerism in the commu-
nity. This year, she distribut-
ed goodie bags to residents 
at Lakeside Senior Living 
Community in McKenzie. 

“I grew up volunteering 
with the church, and I love 
to see how it impacts peo-
ple,” she said. “Even if  it’s 
the smallest thing, it makes 
me smile.” Emma and her 
family attend McKenzie’s 
Church of  Christ, where she 
developed her volunteering 
roots. 

Emma recently began help-
ing younger contestants pre-
pare for pageants. She does 
hair and makeup as a side 
job while she is in school, 
and she said she has coached 
a few girls. She also gives 
spray tans at Urban Trading 
Company in McKenzie.

The Miss Tennessee Vol-
unteer pageant cut-off  age is 
25, so Emma still has a few 
years of  eligibility remain-
ing. As she nears the end of  
beauty school, though, she 
said she is ready to focus 
more on her career.

With years of  experience 
on her side, Emma is ready 
for the Miss Tennessee Vol-
unteer pageant. Her outfits 
(which she sourced from her 
own “pageant room”) are 
ready. Her talent is ready. 
Now all she can do is wait 
for the last week of  July.

The Miss Tennessee Vol-
unteer Pageant is July 26-29 
at the Carl Perkins Civic 
Center in Jackson. 

Emma Martin

Emma Martin Returns to Miss Tennessee Volunteer Stage
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Kameshia Moxley was 
new to the pageant scene 
when she was crowned Miss 
Bethel University Volunteer 
in November 2022. When she 
moved to Tennessee to at-
tend college, walking on the 
Miss Tennessee Volunteer 
stage one day did not even 
cross her mind. 

Moxley, born in Mans-
field, Ohio, came to McK-
enzie to play volleyball at 
Bethel University. She had 
never been to Tennessee 
before and she thought it 
would be a fun journey. Now, 
she sees Tennessee as her 
second home, the place she 
spent her college years, and 
the place that made her the 
woman she is today.

Competing in pageants 
was never on Moxley’s radar, 
but the athlete-turned-beau-
ty queen said winning Miss 
Bethel University Volunteer 
uncovered a passion she 
never knew she had. 

“I’ve always been a com-
petitor in anything I do,” 
said Moxley. “I love compet-
ing. Being on stage brings a 
fire out in me like no other.” 

Moxley said being a queen 
takes confidence, honesty, 
consistency, and — most of  
all — faith. To her, being 
queen is representing why a 
crown has been placed and 
pinned on your head. She 
said competing in pageants 

has given her a voice and 
platform to help, volunteer 
and give back to others. 

The Miss Tennessee Vol-
unteer organization priori-
tizes contestants’ platforms. 
Moxley was a criminal jus-
tice major at Bethel Univer-
sity, and her platform is “Ad-
vocating for Juvenile Wom-
en,” which raises awareness 
of  the many young girls who 
end up in the juvenile sys-
tem. She has spoken at var-
ious juvenile facilities and 
attended virtual meetings 
to reach out and meet with 
young women who feel un-
heard or unseen and need 
mentorship. 

“Being Miss Bethel Uni-
versity Volunteer means the 
world to me,” said Moxley. “I 
am the first African Amer-
ican to win Miss Bethel 
University Volunteer.” She 
said her reign is one of  the 
greatest gifts Bethel Univer-

sity has given her, behind a 
great education, countless 
friendships and teammates, 
opportunities, and sorority 
sisters. 

The Miss Tennessee Vol-
unteer Pageant is July 26-29 
at the Carl Perkins Civic 
Center in Jackson. Contes-
tants will attend luncheons 
and other events in Jack-
son leading up to pageant 
weekend.

“T he main thing  I ’m 
looking forward to during 
pageant week is not taking 
a day during that week or 
moment for granted,” said 
Moxley. “I just want to be 
able to soak in the opportu-
nity and take time to stop 
and smell the flowers.”

Moxley competes in the 
talent portion of  the com-
petition Wednesday, July 
26. She will play a classical 
piece composed by Antonio 
Vivaldi on the violin. To 
prepare, she takes two-hour 
violin lessons every day via 
Zoom and Fridays in person. 

Moxley competes in the 
swimwear/fitness portion 
on July 27. She said she is 
drinking plenty of  water 
and eating proteins. Because 
she wants to focus on mus-
cle gain rather than weight 
loss, she is weight-lifting 
and cardio training.

The evening gown por-
tion is July 28, and Miss 
Tennessee Volunteer will 
be crowned in a ceremony 
Saturday, July 29.  

Kameshia Moxley Prepares for First Miss Tennessee Pageant

Kameshia Moxley
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I
n the annals of  coun-
try music history, 
one name stands out 
with a unique blend 
of  talent,  humor, 
and tragedy: David 

“Stringbean” Akeman. Born 
on June 17, 1915, in Annville, 
Kentucky, Akeman’s musical 
journey would take him to 
great heights, including per-
formances on the Grand Ole 
Opry and the iconic televi-
sion show Hee Haw. However, 
it is his untimely death and 
the subsequent events that 
would forever etch his name 
in the hearts of  fans and mu-
sicians alike.

Stringbean Akeman was 
not only a banjo virtuoso and 
comedic genius but also a 
man of  many talents. Born in 
rural Kentucky, Stringbean’s 
childhood was marked by a 
deep love for music and an af-
finity for firearms. He honed 
his banjo skills from an early 

age, captivating audiences 
with his lightning-fast pick-
ing. He acquired his nick-
name due to his tall, lanky 
frame. The nickname “String-
bean” is a playful reference to 
his thin build, resembling 
the long, lean vegetable. As 
he gained recognition in the 
music industry, the nickname 
stuck and became insepa-
rable from his persona. It 
became an endearing moni-
ker that further added to his 
charm and distinctiveness as 
an entertainer.

As Stringbean’s musical 
career gained traction, he 
embarked on a journey that 
would shape his legacy. His 
remarkable talent as a banjo 
player and his penchant for 
humor led him to the Grand 
Ole Opry stage, where he 
became a beloved member 
in 1945. The Opry audience 
delighted in his lively perfor-
mances and comedic skits, as 

he showcased his banjo prow-
ess and infectious laughter.

Stringbean’s fame soared 
even higher in 1969 when he 
joined the cast of  the popular 
television show Hee Haw. 
His down-home charm and 
comedic timing made him a 
fan favorite, and his signa-
ture overalls and lanky frame 
became iconic symbols of  his 
persona.

However, tragedy struck on 
the fateful night of  November 
10, 1973, when he and his 
wife, Estelle, fell victim to a 
senseless act of  violence at 
their rural Tennessee home. 
The details surrounding their 
murder were heart-wrench-
ing and added a layer of  grim 
reality to the tragedy.

On that ill-fated night, 
John A. Brown and Marvin 
Douglas Brown, two indi-
viduals from a neighbor-
ing community, broke into 
Stringbean’s home with the 
misguided belief  that he kept 
a large sum of  cash hidden 
away. Discovering that their 
assumptions were incorrect, 
anger and frustration over-
came the intruders. Con-
fronting David and Estelle, 
they demanded to know the 
whereabouts of  the alleged 
hidden fortune.

In a desperate attempt to 
defend himself  and his wife, 
Stringbean drew his pistol. 
Unfortunately, the situation 
spiraled out of  control, and 
the confrontation turned vi-
olent, resulting in the tragic 
loss of  two lives.

News of  the murders sent 
shockwaves throughout the 
country music community 
and beyond. The close-knit 
community mourned the loss 
of  a beloved entertainer, and 
fans struggled to compre-
hend the senselessness of  the 
crime. It was a devastating 
blow to those who had been 
touched by Stringbean’s tal-
ent and infectious spirit.

Following the murders, law 
enforcement launched a thor-
ough investigation, driven by 
a determination to bring the 
perpetrators to justice. The 
trial that followed was a rivet-
ing spectacle, as the evidence 
against John A. Brown and 
Marvin Douglas Brown paint-
ed a grim picture of  their 
guilt. The court proceedings 
held the nation’s attention 
as justice was sought for the 
lives so tragically cut short.

Ultimately, the court de-
livered a resounding ver-
dict, finding John A. Brown 
and Marvin Douglas Brown 
guilty of  the murders. They 
were sentenced to life impris-
onment, their punishment for 
the irreparable harm they 
had caused.

Marvin Douglas Brown 
fought his convictions in the 
appellate courts. On Septem-
ber 28, 1982, the Tennessee 
Court of  Criminal Appeals 
affirmed the trial judge’s or-
der denying him a new trial. 
Marvin Brown ultimately 
granted an exclusive inter-
view to Larry Brinton of  the 
Nashville Banner. He admit-

ted his part in the burglary 
and murders but insisted 
John Brown fired the fatal 
shots. As Marvin Brown, by 
his own admission, had com-
mitted burglary (a felony) 
that resulted in death, Brown 
was legally guilty of  murder, 
regardless of  who fired the 
shots, under Tennessee’s fel-
ony murder rule.

Marvin Brown died of  
natural causes in 2003, at 
the Brushy Mountain State 
Penitentiary, in Petros, Ten-
nessee, and is buried in the 
prison cemetery. John Brown 
was incarcerated in Lois M. 
DeBerry Special Needs Fa-
cility in Nashville. In July 
2008, the Tennessee Parole 
Board deferred any parole 
for 36 months. He was again 
denied parole in July 2011. In 
2014, John Brown was grant-
ed parole and released after 
serving 41 years of  a 198-year 
sentence

In the wake of  such pro-
found loss, the country music 
community rallied around 
the memory of  Stringbean 
Akeman. His impact on the 
genre and his enduring lega-
cy could not be extinguished 
by an act of  violence. In 2008, 
he posthumously received 
one of  the highest honors in 
the music industry: induc-
tion into the Country Music 
Hall of  Fame.

The induction ceremony 
was a poignant celebration 
of  Stringbean’s immense con-
tributions to country mu-
sic. Musicians, friends, and 

family members gathered to 
honor his memory, recalling 
his talent, humor, and the joy 
he had brought to their lives. 
It was a bittersweet occasion, 
filled with both tears and ap-
plause, as the music played in 
celebration of  a life that had 
left an indelible mark on the 
world of  country music.

Today, David “Stringbean” 
Akeman rests in peace at For-
est Lawn Memorial Gardens 
in Goodlettsville, Tennessee. 
His final resting place serves 
as a pilgrimage site for fans 
who wish to pay their re-
spects and reflect upon the 
enduring legacy of  a man 
whose life was tragically 
cut short. The memory of  
Stringbean lives on through 
his music, reminding us of  
the power of  artistic expres-
sion, the fragility of  life, and 
the resilience of  the human 
spirit.
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A Musical Journey
Ended By Tragedy

Stringbean Akeman

T h e  a r t i cl e  o f  t h e 
school board meeting 
on June 15 caught my 
attention about nothing 
but money increases all 
across the system. Not a 
word was printed about 
what the new director 
wanted to do for teach-
ing the children, just 
new money for so many 
things. 

I  have not  met  the 
new leader and he has 
my support. He and the 
school  board did not 
raise the tax rate, but 
it is to be seen if  all of  
the huge increases can 
be met with the present 
rate.

Danny Bobo, 
McKenzie Resident

BY DEBORAH FISHER
June 20, 2023 — The mass 

shooting at the Covenant 
School in Nashville has led 
to an extraordinary legal bat-
tle over the public records 
law and transparency of  our 
criminal justice system.

The school, the church 
that owns the school and the 
parents of  the schoolchil-
dren are seeking to stop the 
public from seeing evidence 
collected by police in one of  
the most horrific crimes in 
Nashville in recent memo-
ry, saying that it would be 
too painful and inspire more 
school shootings.

The parents, school and 
church aren’t considering 
that the information might 
lead to policies that could 
save other children’s lives. 
The information also could 
help inform the public about 
what to look for to avert fu-
ture tragedies.

The most ardent fight is 
over the release of  the shoot-
er’s writings, which police 
found in her car and home 
and initially described as a 
manifesto. But access to oth-
er information held by police 
that could shed light on the 
crime is also at stake.

While it is wrenching to 
oppose what the grieving 

parents, school and church 
want, many of  their legal 
arguments, if  adopted by 
the courts, would turn on its 
head public access to crime 
records well beyond this case.

If  the shooter were still 
alive and there was a crim-
inal trial, both the prosecu-
tion and the defense would 
likely seek to enter any evi-
dence that shows the shoot-
er’s motive, communications 
and state of  mind.

When a crime results in 
no trial — either because 
the perpetrator died or po-
lice chose not to prosecute 
anyone — police are not then 
allowed to hide the evidence 
they collected in their inves-
tigation. The public records 
law allows access, ensuring 
both accountability of  law 
enforcement for their deci-
sions and a better informed 
public about crime. The truth 
is still important.

The legal proposition in 
the case about the Cove-
nant shooting records would 
change that:  Anyone could 
stop release of  crime infor-
mation if  he or she is a vic-
tim of  the crime, owns prop-
erty involved in the crime or 
has any legal interest in not 
wanting evidence collected 
by police to come to light.

For example, in this case, 

the parents of  the 28-year-old 
shooter have informed the 
court that they own their 
daughter’s writings and 
consider them intellectual 
property. They don’t want 
their daughter’s writings re-
leased and are transferring 
ownership to the Covenant 
children’s parents so they 
can try to use intellectual 
property and copyright laws 
to prevent such release.

This is a novel argument. 
Think about all the written 
communications, texts, audio 
recordings and video that 
is collected as evidence in 
a typical crime case. Would 
this open a new door to keep 
that evidence confidential?

Should crime evidence be 
withheld if  victims ask for it?

The parents also say that 
the victims’ bill of  rights in 
the Tennessee Constitution 
gives them a legal right to 
stop the release of  evidence. 
And the children and staff  
are not the only victims who 
might claim such rights. A 
declaration filed in court by 
Nashville police says the po-
lice officers who responded to 
the shooting, the school and 
the church also qualify as 
victims under the law.

The Tennessee Constitu-
tion says that victims have 
the right to be “free from 
intimidation, harassment 
and abuse throughout the 
criminal justice system,” a 
clause that is most often con-
sidered to protect victims 
during criminal proceedings 
from the defendant.

The Covenant parents ar-
gue that the release of  the 
shooter’s writings will allow 
the shooter to “abuse, harass, 
and intimidate the children 
from beyond the grave, for 
the rest of  their lives” in vi-
olation of  these rights.

T hey,  a long with the 
church and school, also argue 

that the shooter’s writings 
will inspire additional school 
shootings — copycat killers. 
This is the argument that I 
think gives us most pause 
because no one wants more 
shootings.

But keeping confidential 
information about school 
shooters as a way to stop oth-
ers is contrary to findings 
by our own government that 
indicate that one of  the most 
important factors in stopping 
attacks is a public that is 
aware of  warning signs.

Knowing warning signs 
can help stop shootings.

The top finding in a 2021 
report by the U.S. Secret Ser-
vice and the Department of  
Homeland Security, “Averting 
Targeted School Violence,” 
was that “targeted school 
violence is preventable when 
communities identify warn-
ing signs and intervene.”

In all 67 averted school 
attack plots from 2006 to 
2018, “tragedy was averted 
by members of  the commu-
nity coming forward when 
they observed behaviors that 
elicited concern,” the report 
said.

Parents and families play 
a crucial role in addressing 
a student’s risk of  causing 
harm, the report found. Stu-
dents displaying an interest 
in hate-filled topics should 
“elicit immediate assessment 
and intervention” and re-
moving the student from the 
school does not eliminate 
the risk.

Significant to all of  us, 
most would-be killers com-
municated their intent to 
attack in some way ahead of  
time, the report said.

In this case, the killer had 
long since left the Covenant 
school she attended as a child 
but still lived at home with 
her parents.

People undoubtedly won-

der whether the shooter ex-
hibited any signs or commu-
nicated her plans. We know 
from police that the shooter 
began buying guns in 2020. 
But we don’t know much 
more.

Could  she  have  been 
stopped?

Isn’t that the essential 
question that involves all of  
us?  What can we learn from 
what she wrote, what she did 
and what she told others that 
can make us more aware, 
help us intervene and stop 
this from happening again? 
What resources such as addi-
tional security and emotional 
care should be available to 
prevent future killings?

The parents, church and 
school claim that the public 
interest in what police have 
discovered is simply “voy-
euristic” or “political” and 
that additional information 
doesn’t matter because the 
shooter is dead, killed by po-
lice when they stormed the 
school. I disagree.

The public has a right to 
know more about the crime 
than what the parents, school 
and church  consent to. While 
they assert no one has a 
greater interest than they 
do, they do not have the only 
interest. We all want to stop 
school shootings.

We learn from experience. 
We learn from knowledge. We 
don’t learn when, in the pain 
and grief, we bury the facts as 
we bury our dead.

Deborah Fisher is execu-
tive director of  Tennessee Co-
alition for Open Government. 
Police said that they believed 
the shooter was transgender. 
Because the shooter’s mother 
referred to the shooter as her 
daughter in a comment to the 
news media, I have referred 
to the shooter with female 
pronouns for the sake of  not 
confusing the reader.

Letters to the editor bear the 
opinion of the letter writer, and 
not necessarily that of the news-
paper management or staff. Let-
ters of opinion are not verifi ed for 
accuracy of fact and truly stand 
only as the writer’s opinion.

Letters to the editor of pub-
lic interest are solicited. Most 
letters, not libelous or harmful, 

will be published. The editorial 
staff may restrict the number 
of letters dealing with the same 
subject matter. The signature of 
the writer must be affi xed to the 
letter with a verifi able address 
and phone number. The address 
and phone number will not be 
published at the request of the 
writer, however the name will be 
published. Tri-County Publishing 
does not publish unsigned letters 
of opinion.  

The McKenzie Banner re-

serves the right to refuse any 
item deemed libelous, not of 
public interest, or commercial 
in nature. The editorial staff 
reserves the right to edit the 
material while preserving the 
intent of the letter.  Upon receipt 
in the offi ces of Tri-County Pub-
lishing, Inc., the letter becomes 
the property of the newspaper 
and will be retained in the fi les. 
Tri-County Publishing may solicit 
contrary opinion concerning the 
content of the letter. 

LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR POLICY

Release the Covenant Crime Records: An Aware Public Can Help Stop Additional Attacks

Questions On 
Direction of 
School System

Above Left, David “Stringbean” Akeman was a well known comic and musician.  Above Center, David and Estelle Akeman were murdered in their home just 
outside of  Nashville.  Top Right, Marvin Douglas Brown, left, and John A. Brown Jr., both charged with the murder of  Grand Ole Opry star David Akeman and 
his wife, Estelle. Dale Ernsberger / The Tennessean  Bottom Right, Hundreds of  bidders gather at the home of  David Akeman as a pair of  overalls worn by the 
Opry star are auctioned off. Robert Johnson / The Tennessean
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BRURR
MMITT-MCKEKK NZIE FUNERARR LAA HOME

BRURR MMITT FUNERARR L HOME

Our pre-arranged funeral plans have the protection 
by the State of Tennessee through Tennessee 

Pre-Paid Funeral Benefi ts Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222
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When you’re ready, we’re here.
No letters, no agents.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45

Greenfield, TN 38230

Traditional & Custom Headstones
 Etchings • Benches • Pet Markers 
Cremation Memorials • And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

MONUMENT WORKS
• Exquisite Memorials
• Large In-Door Display Rooms
   Air Conditioned and Heated
• Expert Craftsman
• Gray & Colored Granite Monuments

Three Generations - Same Location

  986-3050776 Main Street East
Huntingdon, TN 38344

Open Mon.-Sat.
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Griffin and Powell

Stones For Your Loved Ones
Largest Display of Memorials in W. Tennessee

“GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES”

Henry County Monument Works
1203 S. Dunlap St., Paris, Tenn.  38242

THE TRAVIS FAMILY • Serving this area since 1924
731-642-2885 • www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

Honoring
 a Lifetime

Creates realistic 
textured effects

GAME-CHANGING QUALITY
ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES

� LARGE-FORMAT PRINTING 
(Up to 4 ft x 8 ft, and up to 2 in thick)

� HIGH RESOLUTION
� STUNNING FULL COLOR 

with UV-LED INK
� RAPID PRODUCTION

(Up to 12 - 4’x8’ boards per hour)

� PRINTS ON (almost) ANYTHING 

ABOUT THIS MACHINE  � WIDE-FORMAT UV-LED FLATBED PRINTER

� LARGE-FORMAT PRINTING
(Up to 24 in x 16 in)

� PRINTS ON (almost) ANYTHING 
Paper, plastic, acrylic, metal, glass, 
corrugated, canvas, wood, leather,
vinyl, cork — you name it.

� HIGH RESOLUTION
� STUNNING FULL COLOR 

with UV-LED INK
� UNLIMITED POTENTIAL

TCP has printed yard signs, ornaments, 
plaques, name badges, car coasters, 
tumblers, cutting boards, metal signs, 
canvas portraits... 
...and more with this machine.

�  ABOUT THIS MACHINETABLETOP UV-LED FLATBED PRINTER

� LOCALLY OWNED
� ESTABLISHED in 1870
� IN-HOUSE DESIGN
� IN-HOUSE PRINTING 

AND FINISHING
� NO MIDDLEMAN
� FREE QUOTES
� FREE DELIVERY 

In the local area

ABOUT TCP  �

TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING, INC.
COMMERCIAL PRINTING

3 Banner Row, 
McKenzie, Tennessee

CALL 731.352.3323
printing@tricopub.com

JAMES ‘JIMMY’ 
CROCKER 

WATSON, JR.
1943 — 2023

HUNTINGDON — James 
“Jimmy” Crocker Watson, 
Jr., 79, died Saturday, June 
24, 2023, after a short battle 

with cancer.
Visitation at Chase Fu-

neral Home, Huntingdon, 
was Thursday, June 29, 5-7 
p.m.

The funeral service was 
Friday, June 30 at 10 a.m. 
with burial in Oak Hill 
Cemetery.

After serving his country 
in the Army, he returned to 
Huntingdon and attended 
the University of  Tennes-
see at Martin. On May 10, 
1969, his father and owner 
of  Watson Lumber Compa-
ny-Huntingdon died sud-
denly. Just twenty-six years 
old, Jimmy returned home 
to manage the family busi-
ness which he continued 
until selling the lumber 
company in 2013. He was 
a member of  First Unit-
ed Methodist Church of  
Huntingdon.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Crocker and 
Kathryn Watson, and a be-
loved sister, Kay Watson 
Leonard. He leaves behind 

a sister,  Laura Watson, 
brother-in-law, Phil Watson 
and a very dear friend and 
companion for many years, 
Grace Stone. 

H e  l o v e d  h i s  m a n y 
friends and spent many 
hours riding horses with 
them. Winters were spent 
in Apache Junction, Ari-
zona, where he was affec-
tionately called “Tennes-
see Jimmy.”  He said these 
were some of  his life’s best 
times. 

Pallbearers were Tim 
Jordan, Charlie Hodges, 
Seth Bennett, Richard Sim-
mons, Gary O’Brien and 
Jim New.  Honorary pall-
bearer was Lee Butler.

The family request in 
lieu of  flowers, contribu-
tions can be made to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital 
or a charity of  your choice.

The Watson family was 
honored as the Pioneer 
Family of  the Huntingdon 
Heritage Festival in 2015. +

Chicken Gumbo
1 chicken, cut up
1 green pepper, chopped 

fine
1 large can mushrooms
2 bottles stuffed olives, 

sliced
1 can tomatoes
1medium sized onion
Salt, black pepper, and 

red pepper to taste
1 pod garlic
2 tablespoon sugar
Pinch of  sage and pars-

ley 
Cooked rice
A d d  e n o u g h  w a t e r 

to  cover chicken until 
tender. Serve over rice. 
Serves 8-10

Apple Salad
1 (20 oz.) can crushed 

pineapple
2/3 cup sugar
8 oz. cream cheese
1 cup chopped pecans
1 cup chopped apple
1 cup cool whip
M i x  s u g a r  a n d 

undrained pineapple; 
boil 3 minutes. Add dry 
jello and cream cheese. 
Cool mixture for a few 
minutes.  Add apples 
and pecans, stir in cool 
whip. Chill at least 1 
hour before serving.

Punch Bowl Cake
1 angel food cake
1 can cherry pie fill-

ing
2 small boxes vanilla 

instant pudding (prepare 
as directed)

1 (15 oz.) can pineapple 
chunks

3 bananas 
1 large cool whip
In  punch bowl ,  tear 

half  of  angel food cake 
into chunks and drop into 
bowl. Prepare pudding ac-
cording to package. Add 
small amount of  pie fill-
ing, pudding, pineapple 
chunks, 2 bananas and 
cool whip. Add remaining 
angel food cake chunks. 
Re peat  layers  and add 
chopped nuts on top for 
decoration. Refrigerate 1 
hour before serving.

Lemon Cool
1 can Eagle Brand milk
12 oz. cool whip
6 oz. can frozen lem-

onade
Cherry pie filling for 

topping
M i x  t o g e t h e r  e a g l e 

brand milk,  cool  whip 
and frozen lemonade. Add 
Cherry pie filling for top-
ping. Let chill.

Black and White 
Trifle

1 large brownie mix 
(prepared as directed)

1 pkg instant chocolate 
mousse mix

8 heath or SKOR candy 
bars, crushed

12 oz. cool whip
Chocolate curls
Prepare brownie mix 

as directed. After baking, 
cool and crumble. Prepare 
mousse as directed, do 
not chill. Place half  of  
the crumbled brownie in 
trifle bowl, top with half  
of  mousse, candy bars and 
cool whip. Repeat layers 
and top last with choco-
late curls. Chill overnight 
before serving.

The Macedonia Family 
and Community Educa-
tion (FCE) organization 
met on Monday, June 5. 
Sandi Deming hosted at 
her home. 

Martha Sue Peters, Club 
President, called the meet-
ing to order. Deming read 
the day’s devotional from I 
Thessalonians 5:16-18. The 
reading encouraged each 
member to “pray continu-
ously, never ceasing.” Each 
attendee shared their per-
sonal experiences and the 
joy and hope they encoun-
tered from prayers, even 
during hard times.

Gaye Coleman, club sec-
retary/treasurer, solicited 
a fun discussion. As she 
called roll, each member 
identified their favorite 

picnic food. Members iden-
tified several foods, but 
watermelon was on every-
one’s list. Next, Coleman 
presented minutes from 
the previous meeting and 
the  treasurer ’s  re por t . 
Both were accepted and 
approved.

Following the roll call, 
members recited the FCE 
“Club Collect” in unison. 

In old business, members 
will continue collecting 
medicine bottles to donate 
to local veterinarians. 

In new business, the July 
4 Macedonia FCE meeting 
will be canceled for the 
holiday. Members will in-
stead attend the FCE Clus-
ter meeting. Peters will 
send members infor ma-
tion about the July cluster 

meeting.
Since June was Dairy 

Month, members enhanced 
their dairy food knowledge 
by playing a “dairy bingo 
game.” 

T he  highl ight  o f  the 
meeting was enjoying a 
meal of  dishes containing 
dairy products, prepared 
by each member.  Sarah 
Brown prepared chicken 
casserole, Judy Gibson pre-
pared cheesy green beans, 
Ruth McElroy prepared 
yum yum, Beth/Elizabeth 
Dawson prepared parfait, 
Gaye Coleman prepared 
pimento and cheese, Mar-
tha Sue Peters prepared 
macaroni and cheese, and 
Sandi Deming prepared 
homemade ice cream. 

Macedonia FCE Club June Meeting

The Carroll County Li-
brary continues the “All 
Together Now” Summer 
Reading Program this July, 
with guests from Natchez 
Trace State Park and the 
Carroll County Health De-
partment.

Every Monday exce pt 
July 31 is Explorer Mon-
day beginning at 10:30 a.m. 
During Explorer Monday, 
l ibrarians  ta lk  to  kids 
about a dif ferent conti-
nent in the world and do 
fun activities related to the 
continent. 

T o t  T i m e  i s  e v e r y 
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, July 6 at 10:30 
a.m., employees from Nat-
chez Trace State Park will 
read to kids. At 10:30 a.m. 
July 7, Mr. Bond’s Science 
Guys will visit to conduct 
science experiments. July 
8 is Creative Corner Adult 
Crafting Hour, beginning 
at 10 a.m. 

July 11 from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. is Tinker Tuesday, a 
science/technology/engi-
neering/arts/mathematics 
centered program. There 
is also a FCCL business 
meeting at 10:30 a.m. The 
Carroll County Health De-
partment visits July 13 at 
10:30 a.m. to educate chil-
dren about their health. 
Lego Club also meets July 
13 at 3:30 p.m. Bow Ties and 
Tutus hosts a Mobile Pet-
ting Zoo at the library at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, July 15.

Coding Club meets at 
3:30 p.m. after Explorer 
Monday on July 17. The 
Huntingdon Teen Health 
Council will visit Tuesday, 
July 18 from 3-4 p.m. as 
part of  the Summer Read-
ing Program. July 20 is 
the Back to School Bash, 
and the library will have 
games, prizes, snacks and 
more beginning at 10:30 
a.m. The Memory Cafe is 
Friday, July 21 at 10:30 a.m. 

Thursday, July 27, the li-
brary hosts Anime Club for 
sixth grade students and 
older. The club meets from 
4-5:30 p.m. The Coffee with 
Characters adult book club 
meets at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
July 29. 

Monday, July 31 is the 
last  day of  the Car roll 
County Library’s summer 
activities. Monday Makers 
Youth Crafts is from 3:30-

4:30 p.m.
The Carroll County Li-

brary provides free snacks 

for children aged 18 and 
under Monday through Fri-
day with the Kid’s Cafe. 

Carroll County Library July Events

To  c e l e b r at e  g i f t i n g 
over 200 million books to 
children worldwide, Dol-
ly Parton’s Imagination 
Library decided to take 
a page out of  Willy Won-
ka’s book and randomly 
hide special bookmarks 
in seven of  September’s 
gifted books. 

Any child who discov-
ers one of  the seven en-
chanting Dolly bookmarks 
can win a video chat with 

Dolly, personalized signed 
goodies, and Dollywood 
Theme Park tickets. The 
Dollywood Foundation 
will also donate $2,000 to 
the child’s local Imagina-
tion Library partner on 
behalf  of  the winner. 

To be eligible for a prize 
bookmark, children must 
be 5 years old or under 
and enrolled in Dolly’s 
Imagination Library by 
July 31. 

The bookmarks serve 
as both a celebration of  
the global milestone and 
a celebration of  Interna-
tional Literacy Month in 
September. 

Carroll County’s Imag-
ination Library partner 
is at the Carroll County 
Chamber of  Commerce. 
The Carroll County Imag-
ination Library serves 
1,246 children/families in 
the county. 

Dolly’s Imagination Library to Hide 
7 Prize Bookmarks in September
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PARIS, TN — 314 Memorial Dr., 731-644-0090 • 2155 E. Wood St., 731-407-7369
CAMDEN, TN — 1409 Hwy. 70 W, 731-279-4192
MILAN, TN — 15035 S. First St., 731-613-2166

LEXINGTON, TN — 586 W. Church St., 731-249-9184

McKenzie High School’s 
cross country team, coached 
by Beth Mathis, sprints into 
action this August.

Fifteen students make up 
the inaugural team: Gracie 
Aird (sophomore), Brody 
Berryhill (sophomore), To-
bey Brooks (sophomore), 
Avery Brown (freshman), 
M o l l y  F r e n c h  ( s o p h o -
more), Allyson Gibson (ju-
nior), Madeline Gottshall 
(freshman), Morgan Little 
(sophomore), Alyse Lowe 
( s e n i o r ) ,  Pa rke r  Lyo n s 

(senior), Brooke Murphy 
(freshman), Sophie Pate 
(junior), Jacey Pinson (ju-
nior), Mark Schultz (se-
nior),  and Emma Smith 
(sophomore).

The team began running 
practice in May and will 
continue  through July. 
McKenzie hosts a 2-mile 
jamboree at the McKenzie 
City Park on Thursday, Au-
gust 10. Typical meets are 
3.1 miles.

The season officially be-
gins August 15 at Dresden’s 

Adult  Lear ning Center. 
There are meets August 22 
at Lexington’s City Soccer 
Complex, September 7 at 
Milan’s Agriculture Center, 
September 12 at Hunting-
don’s Kelley Complex, Sep-
tember 26 at Trinity Chris-
tian Academy, October 3 
“Best of  the West” at Obion 
County Central, October 17 
hosted by Westview at Mar-
tin City Park, and October 
24 Region 7-AA at Martin 
City Park. 

McKenzie’s New Cross Country Team Competes This Fall
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CALENDAR
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FRI. & SAT., JULY 7 & 8
6:30 A.M. — 4 P.M.

2600 Three Bridges Rd.
Mansfield — Right off HWY 77 

near Henry/Carroll Co. Line

Furniture, home decor, tools, 
kids’ clothes, antiques, adult 
clothes, kids’ toys, and more. 

COMMUNITY

R22029/27-1

Barn Sale

All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE 731-642-7171

Tues.  4:25, 7:25
Wed.  1:25, 4:25, 7:25

Thurs.  4:25, 7:25

SPIDER-MAN ACROSS
THE SPIDER-VERSE (PG)

Tues.  4:25, 7:30
Wed.  1:20, 4:25, 7:30

Thurs.  4:25, 7:30

INDIANA JONES AND THE 
DIAL OF DESTINY (PG-13)

Tues.  4:30, 7:30
Wed.  1:30, 4:30, 7:30

Thurs.  4:30, 7:30

RUBY GILLMAN,
TEENAGE KRAKEN (PG)

A4
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Tues.  4:35 (3D), 7:35
Wed.  1:35, 4:35 (3D), 7:35

Thurs.  4:35 (3D), 7:35

ELEMENTAL (PG)

Tues.  4:35, 7:35
Wed.  1:35, 4:35, 7:35

Thurs.  4:35, 7:35

NO HARD FEELINGS (R)

Tues.  4:30, 7:30
Wed.  1:30, 4:30, 7:30

Thurs.  4:30, 7:30

SOUND OF FREEDOM (PG-13)

Park Park 
TheatreTheatre

ALL TICKETS $5

RATED PG-13

BOX OFFICE OPENS:
FRI. & SAT. 6:30 P.M.

SUN. 1:30 P.M.

A1
/27

-1

FRIDAY, JULY 7

7 P.M.

SATURDAY, JULY 8

7 P.M.

SUNDAY, JULY 9

2 P.M.

INSIDIOUS: 
THE RED DOOR

MULTI-FAMILY

Yard Sale
FRI. & SAT., JULY 7 & 8

8 A.M. — ?

1047 OLD SR 22
McKENZIE

R22033/27-1

Arts & crafts, furniture, hunting 
equipment, glassware, assorted 
dishes & much more!

RAIN OR SHINE

JOHNSON ICE 
BUCKET CHALLENGE 

JULY 6
Join Dusty Johnson as 

she dunks her dad, Trent 
Johnson,  at  McKenzie 
VFW, 9750 Cherrywood Rd., 
at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 6. Dusty donated an 
initial $500 to St. Jude, and 
the VFW will have a sta-
tion set up from 5-5:30 p.m. 
for additional donations 
from friends and commu-
nity members. Dusty will 
dunk Trent, a cancer sur-
vivor, once per every $500 
donated. 

McKenzie VFW doors 
will be open for drinks and 
snacks. For more informa-
tion, call Dusty Johnson at 
(901) 304-7612. 

CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS BIKE 

RUN JULY 29
It’s Christmas in July 

with the McKenzie VFW 
Post 4939 Children’s Christ-
mas Bike Run on July 29. 
The run starts at VFW 
McKenzie, 9750 Cherry-
wood Rd., McKenzie and 
makes stops at Hunting-
don Elks Lodge, Camden 
Elks Lodge, T-Bone’s, JW 
Brewskies, and back to 
VFW McKenzie. Registra-
tion is at 9 a.m. and costs 
$20 per person. Kickstands 
go up at noon. There will 
be prizes, raffles, and 50/50 
raffles. All proceeds go to 
the Community Children’s 

Christmas. 
For more information, 

contact VFW McKenzie at 
(731) 207-1027 or Sam White 
at (731) 363-9826.

CARROLL COUNTY 
RELAY FOR LIFE 
MEETS JULY 17

The Carroll County Re-
lay for Life organization 
meets July 17 at 6 p.m. at 
the Baptist Memorial Hos-
pital-Carroll County Com-
munity Room in Hunting-
don. If  anyone would like 
to have a team or help as 
an individual, feel free to 
attend the meeting.  

NWTN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS MEETS 

JULY 21
The Board of  Directors 

of  Northwest Tennessee 
Economic Development 
Council meets Friday, July 
21, at 10 a.m. The meeting 
is at the McKenzie Central 
Office at 938 C Walnut Ave 
West, or virtual via Zoom.

RED SAND PROJECT 
POUR JULY 25

Join the Carroll County 
Health Department (633 
High St., Huntingdon) for 
an annual Red Sand Proj-
ect Pour. The interactive 
art exhibition designed 
to raise awareness of  hu-
man trafficking is Tuesday, 
July 25 at 9 a.m. By spread-
ing red sand in sidewalk 
cracks, the project brings 
attention to those who have 
“fallen through the cracks” 
in society. Anyone can take 
part in the project and join 
the fight against human 

trafficking. 
For more information 

or to request your own 
Red Sand pour, contact 
Carroll County Public 
Health Coordinator Emi-
ly Berry at Emily.Berry@
tn.gov or (731) 986-1990. 

CARING HEARTS 
FOOD PANTRY

The Caring Hearts Food 
Pantry offers food distri-
bution the second Satur-
day of  each month, 9-11 
a.m., at Mt Zion United 
Methodist Church, 120 Mt. 
Zion Road, Huntingdon.

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location 
- Adult Education Build-
ing, 14155 Paris Street. 
Office hours are Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Classes are 
of fered for one-on-one 
instruction on Mondays, 
1-4 p.m. and Thursdays, 9 
a.m. to NOON. For more 
information, phone 731-
364-5481.

SHEPHERD’S 
TABLE COMMUNITY 

KITCHEN
T he She pherd’s  Ta-

ble  community kitch-
e n  s e r ve s  m e a l s  t h e 
third Tuesday of  each 
month at First Presby-
terian Church located at 
19835 East Main Street, 
Huntingdon. Meals are 
served restaurant style 
with drive-through avail-
able after 6 p.m. It is open 
to the public and there 
is no cost. Donations are 
accepted. All are invited. 
It is our mission to create 
a community atmosphere 

where individuals  can 
come in and have a meal 
in a comfortable setting. 
We encourage friendly 
conversation, prayers and 
laughter. If  you would like 
to volunteer to help pre-
pare the meal, serve the 
meal or help in any way, 
please call  731-415-9199 
and leave a message or 
email fpcshepherdstable@
gmail.com or write PO 
Box 651, Huntingdon, Ten-
nessee.

SMALLTOWN 
CRUISERS ANTIQUE 
CAR CLUB MEETS 

MONTHLY
The Smalltown Cruisers 

Antique Car Club meets 
the second Thursday of  
every month at 6 p.m. at the 
Hollow Rock Fire station, 
21280 Seminary Street, 
Hollow Rock. The monthly 
Cruise-Ins begin in April. 
For more information, con-
tact Jan Ostiguy at 217-304-
2606 or email jano1970@
att.net. 

CARROLL COUNTY 
COMMISSION MEETS 

MONTHLY
Carroll County Commis-

sion meets the second Mon-
day of  each month, 7 p.m., 
in the Conference Room 
of  the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex, High Street, 
Huntingdon. There are no 
meetings in December, Feb-
ruary, and July.

TAKE OFF POUNDS 
SENSIBLY

The McKenzie  TOPS 
(Take Of f  Pounds Sen-
sibly) Chapter meets on 
Mondays at 3 p.m. at the 
McKenzie Church of  Christ 
gym. Anyone interested 
in losing weight can join. 
Visitors are welcome. For 
more information, contact 
Linda Lawrence at 731-352-
7309. If  no answer, leave a 
message.

MINISTRY OF 
CHRIST MEETS 

SUNDAYS, 
THURSDAYS

The Ministry of  Christ 
Church is Apostolic in 
faith and holds services 
Sundays at 1:30 p.m. and 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. The 
church is on 6680 Terry 
Road, Lavinia, Tenn. 

For more information, 
contact Brother Melvin Al-
lan at (731) 225-2970.

McKENZIE CITY 
COUNCIL MEETS 

MONTHLY
T h e  M c Ke n z i e  C i t y 

Council meets at 6 p.m. the 
second Thursday of  each 
month. 

CARROLL COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

MEETS
The Carroll County Dem-

ocratic Party meets the third 
Thursday of  every month at 
6 p.m. at 12740 Lexington 
Street, Huntingdon.

CARROLL COUNTY 
REPUBLICAN PARTY 

MEETS
The Carroll County Re-

publican Party meets the 
fourth Tuesday of  every 
month at 7 p.m. in the court 
room of  the Public Safety 
building, 12740 Lexington 
Street, Huntingdon.

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

Welding is often consid-
ered a man’s trade, but Lillian 
Ninness is here to change 
that. The 2023 Huntingdon 
High School graduate is one 
of  two women in her weld-
ing class at the Tennessee 
College of  Applied Technolo-
gy-McKenzie (TCAT), but she 
won’t let that stop her from 
chasing her passion.

Lillian Ninness, the daugh-
ter of  William and Kristen 
Ninness, is what you could 
call a legacy welder. Her 
dad and uncle, Alan Nin-
ness, both graduated from 
TCAT-McKenzie’s welding 
program. Sometimes she 
would go to work with her 
dad at McKenzie Valve and 
Machining and watch him 
weld. Her great-grandfather 
was also a welder and black-
smith. 

Lillian decided she wanted 
to weld her junior year of  
high school. She said she was 
inspired because, as a wom-
an, she wanted to do better 

than her dad and uncle. 
She was nervous going into 

her first welding class. It was 
the first semester of  her se-
nior year of  high school, and 
she knew she would be one of  
the only girls around. “Then 
I got there, and I realized it’s 
drama-free because there’s 
not many girls,” she joked. 

While she initially joined 
welding because of  her fami-
ly history, she said she quick-
ly began to love it, especially 
how hands-on it is. “I just like 
doing a bead and then taking 
the side off  of  it and looking 
at what I just did by myself  
without anybody else helping 
me or telling me what to do,” 
she said. 

Lillian is projected to grad-
uate from TCAT’s welding 
program this December, and 
she said she would like to 
work locally before looking 
into travel jobs. 

It takes resources and 
materials to stay safe while 
welding. Even while wear-
ing a flame-resistant jacket, 
a welding helmet, welding 
gloves and safety glasses, 

small mistakes can result 
in burns. 

“I’ve caught myself  on fire 
a couple of  times at TCAT,” 
said Lillian. “It just hap-
pens.”

Even though it is a dan-
gerous job, Lillian said she 
thinks the fact that it is so 
male-centric is what keeps 
women from trying it out. 
So what could help narrow 
the gap between male and 
female welders? “Hearing of  
other women doing it,” said 
Lillian, “and knowing that 
it’s not really that difficult. 
You just have to do it.”

Lillian said she let one of  
her nieces wear her welding 
helmet once, and she looked 
like she loved it. Exposure to 
the job is one way to show 
that anyone can do it.

With burn scars on her 
arms and a helmet in her 
hands, Lillian Ninness is 
ready to take the welding 
world by storm — and in-
fluence other girls to follow 
her lead.

Left, Ninness wore her prom dress and held welding tools during her senior 
photoshoot. Submitted photo  Right, Lillian Ninness.

Lillian Ninness Breaks 
Barriers as Female Welder

HUNTINGDON (June 28) 
—Team members from Bap-
tist Memorial Hospital-Car-
roll County recently visited 
the Carroll County Public Li-
brary to participate in read-
ings during Toddler Time 
Playgroup, also known as 
Tot Time.

Tot Time is a relaxed and 
fun environment where kids, 
ages birth through 5, and 
their caregivers can come 

together on Wednesday at 
10:30 a.m. at the library.

“It’s important to Baptist 
that we participate in local 
events, such as Tot Time,” 
said Michael Dennison, chap-
lain and director of  pasto-
ral care for Baptist Carroll 
County. “Our team enjoys the 
camaraderie and giving back 
to the community.”

During the program, “Pete 
the Kitty Goes to the Doctor,” 
was read by Elijah Carpen-
ter, emergency department 
manager at Baptist Carroll 
County, and Amber Bradley, 
staff  development specialist 
at Baptist Carroll County. 
A second book, “How Do 
Dinosaurs Get Well Soon?,” 
was read by Amanda Jones, 
surgical services director at 
Baptist Carroll County, and 
Sarah Pitcher, manager of  
physician relations at Baptist 
Carroll County.

Dennison shared the fol-
lowing Bible verses:

“Children are a gift from 
the Lord; they are a reward 
from him.” – Psalm 127:3 NLT

“But Jesus said, ‘Let the 
little children come to Me, 
and do not forbid them; for of  
such is the kingdom of  heav-
en.’” – Matthew 19:14 NKJV

Baptist Memorial Hospi-
tal-Carroll County provides 
comprehensive inpatient and 
outpatient medical care to 
West Tennessee in a wide 
variety of  specialized ar-
eas, including cardiac care, 
pediatrics, general surgery, 
physical therapy and pal-
liative care, among others. 
The 70-bed facility is located 
in Huntingdon, Tennessee, 
and offers advanced medical 
technology, such as 3D mam-
mography and the Baptist 
TeleHealth Center, which 
uses TeleGuardian. Baptist 

For more information, 
visit baptistonline.org/car-
rollcounty. 

Baptist Carroll County Team Visits Library for Tot Time

371 PARIS STREET
McKENZIE

Lots of clothes all sizes (adults’ 
and children’s, Matilda Jane 

and boutique), shoes, swords/
knives, 2 lawn tractors, stove, 
small furniture items, bedding, 
home decor, electric heaters, 

porcelain dolls, Christmas 
Village houses, costume 

jewelry, baby items, depth 
finder, fishing items, aquarium 

items, tools, toys & much more.

R22035
27-1

Garage SaleGarage Sale

Rain or ShineRain or Shine

THUR., FRI. & SAT.
JULY 6, 7 & 8

HUGEHUGE
Large | Small  | Decorati ve

UNDER
THE STARS

16 JOHNSON STREE T
Trezevant

Foll ow Signs at the light

A4
19

2/
27

-2

POTT ED HOUSE PLANTSPOTT ED HOUSE PLANTS
AND CACTUS SALEAND CACTUS SALE

Yard
1070 N. Main St. • McKenzie

FRI. & SAT., JULY 7 & 8
7 A.M. - ?

Will have some smaller pieces of 
furniture, baby clothes, women’s 
clothes (small, medium, large & 
some new 3XL), jewelry & knives 
for the men. R22036/27-1
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Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 352-9384

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

We Can Print On:
Metal
Glass
Plastic
Corrugated
Acrylic
Canvas
Wood
Ornaments
Tumblers
IPhone Cases
Name Badges
...and much more 
printed in house!

We Print Everything! (except money)

Campaign and Yard Signs, Drinkware, Trophies, 
Plaques, Small Informational Signs are all new 
capabilities with the new UV/LED Mimaki printer at The 
McKenzie Banner.

It complements the continuous roll, wide-format color 
plotter, the new envelope press and other digital presses 
for fl at sheet printing. We are celebrating our 150th year 
in printing by adding equipment and services. 

3 Banner Row
McKenzie, Tennessee

CALL 731.352.3323 
printing@tricopub.com

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/4
3-

TF

FOR LEASE
Q U A L I T Y  O F F I C E 
SPACE FOR LEASE — 
From 430 Sq. Ft. to 3,000 
Sq. Ft. Highway 79 High-
land Mall, across from the 
post of fice. Call 731-352-
2189. A5404/44-TF

FOR SALE
EAGLE BUILDINGS — 
NEW & USED PORTA-
BLE BUILDINGS, Cabins, 
Carports & Garages. 314 
Memorial Dr., Paris (731) 
6 4 4 - 0 0 9 0;  2 0 2 Memoria l 
Dr., Paris (731) 641-2800; 
17595 Highland Dr., McK-
enzie (731) 393-0277; 1409 
Hwy 70 W, Camden (731) 
279-4192; 15035 S. First St., 
Milan (731) 613-2166; 586 W. 
Church St., Lexington (731) 
249 -9184; 852 University 
St., Martin (731) 281-7117. 
e a g l e b u i l d i n g s t n . c o m . 
A7655/50-TF

FOR RENT
HOUSES AND APART-
M E N T S :  M C K E N Z I E 
A R EA. w w w.mckenzie -
homefinders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

F OR R E N T :  MOBI L E 
HOME, 2, 3 or 4 bedroom 
in Atwood Acres Mobile 
Home Park. 731-662-7402 or 
731-707-2555. A1019/44-TF

SERVICES
DON E RIGHT APPLI-
ANCE REPAIR — Expert 
appliance repair done local-
ly. When it absolutely has to 
be done right call 731-418-
1482. A8666/20-TF

M A T T ’ S  P R E S S U R E 
WASHING & LAWN CARE 
— No job too big or small for 
my crew at Matt’s. We cover 
everything from washing 
homes, decks, sidewalks, 
pool areas and farm equip-
ment. Our elite landscaping 
crew can and will expertly 
transform the curb appeal 
and property value of your 
home with anything, but not 
limited to mowing, mulch-
ing, gravel and shrubbery. 
Give us a call at 731-415-3046 
for all of your home exte-
rior needs! Free estimates 
within 30 miles of McKenzie. 
A5713/14-TF

SAWYERS TREE SER-
V I C E :  6 0 ’  B U C K E T 
TRUCK. Take Down or 
Prune. Haul Off and Clean 
Up. Grind Stumps. Licensed 
and Insured, Free Estimates. 
Call 731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

JOE’S TREE SERVICE 
AND STUMP REMOVAL: 
60 ft. bucket truck, prune 
or take down grind stumps, 
clean up and haul off, in-
sured, free estimates. 731-
697- 0 023 or 731-513 -1518. 
A7084/21-TF

BOB’S TREE SERVICE: 
TREE REMOVAL, stump 
g ri ndi ng, t ree toppi ng, 
mulching, all types of yard 
work, storm damage clean-
up. Insured. Call 731-571-
5867. A6785/44-TF

YOUR LOW COST AD-
VERTISING SOLUTION! 
One call & your 25 word ad 
will appear in 100 Tennessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 
27 West TN newspapers for 
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classified advertising 
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks. 
(TnScan)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES today with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment 
Options Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-888-
869-5542. (TnScan)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
with the best looking and 
lon ge st  l a st i n g m at er i -
al steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer 
-  $ 5 0 0 Discount + Addi-
tional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-855-281-6212. 
(TnScan)

AUCTIONS
GET THE WORD OUT 
ABOUT YOUR NEXT AUC-
TION! Save Time & $$$. One 
Call for All. Your ad can 
appear in this newspaper 
+ 99 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this 
newspaper’s classified dept. 
or call Becky Moats 931-624-
8916.. (TnScan)

HELP WANTED
R E C RU I T I NG H E A D -
ACHES? WE CAN HELP! 
Advertise your job opening 
in this newspaper + 99 news-
papers across the state - One 
Call/Email for All! Contact 
our classified dept. or email 
bmoats@tnpress.com. (Tn-
Scan)

NOW HIRING: TOOLING, 
PROCESS TECHNICIANS, 
Production, Maintenance, 
Warehouse and Distribution. 
$500 Hiring Bonus! Bene-
fits in 30 Days! MEDEGEN 
Medical Products, Gallaway, 
TN 901-867-4263 www.mede-
genmed.com. (TnScan)

HELP WANTED: 
DRIVERS

NEED YOUR CDL? WE 
DO CDL TRAINING, test-
ing, Job placement. Compa-
ny paid training available. 
Training at 119 EL Morgan 
Dr., Jackson, TN or 6711 Re-
ese Road, Memphis, TN. Call 
800-423-8820 or visit www.
drive-train.org. (TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

FREE HIGH SPEED IN-
TERNET for those that qual-
ify. Government program 
for recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. 
Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-855-669-2321. (TnScan)

DIRECTV. NEW 2-YEAR 
PRICE GUARANTEE. The 
most live MLB games this 
season, 200+ channels and 
over 45,000 on-demand ti-
tles. $84.99/mo for 24 months 
wit h CHOICE Pack age. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230 -4803. 
(TnScan)

DISH NETWORK: ONLY 
FROM DISH — 3 year TV 
Price Guarantee! 99% Signal 
Reliability, backed by guar-
antee. Includes Multi-Sport 
with NFL Redzone. Switch 
and Get a FREE $100 Gift 
Card. Call today! 1-844-274-
6074. (TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY
D I A G N O S E D  W I T H 
LUNG CANCER? You may 
qualify for a substantial 
cash award -  even with 
smoking history. NO ob-
ligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-632-7207. (TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
pla n. Do not wait !  Ca l l 
now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-844-278-8285 
www.dental50plus.com/tn-
press #6258. (TnScan)

VIAGRA AND CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alter-
native to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pi l l Special - 
Only $99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 866-974-1464. 
(TnScan)

WANTED
BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AU T HOR .  We wa nt  t o 
Read Your Book! Dorrance 
P ubl i s h i n g -T r u s t e d  by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-844-923-3666 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/
tnpress. (TnScan)

Retirement happens whether 
you’re ready or not. Ready is better.

Brents K Priestley, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
654 Main Street North
Mckenzie, TN 38201 
731-352-7822

> edwardjones.com
Member SIPCA3272/27-1

WEBB’S
YARD SERVICE

NO JOB TO BIG,
NO JOB TO SMALL
AT A FAIR PRICE!

Call 731-358-4214
to get your quote today!

Can beat any prices!

R22023/27-1 A532/27-TF

Call 731.352.3323Need Stamps? We got ‘em!
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America
Barbecue
Blanket

Blue
Celebrate

Community
Cookout

Entertainment
Family

Fan
Festival

Fireworks
Fourth

Freedom
Fried Food

Friends
Fun

Games
Grill

Hamburgers
Happy

Hat
History

Hot
Hot Dogs
Ice Cream

Independence Day
July
Lake

Lawn Chair

Independence Day Word Search
Q R P M J F L J F I R E W O R K S E
P B K A L U O R U H I S T O R Y Q N
O A E G R O L U I C E C R E A M L T
E R R W A T C Y R P F W H A T A L E
R B C A B M Y F P T L U E T E M I R
E E H O D J E B A R H A N R R E R T
D C A L R E R S K N O M Y A W R G A
W U M C O O K O U T L U W D A I E I
H E B R Q F P I C N I C D I T C L N
I Q U E P E B B L A N K E T E A C M
T H R M A S L D O O F D E I R F O E
E O G M R T R S H A D E Q O M L M N
B T E U K I F R I E N D S N E A M T
L D R S K V J E W A T E R M L W U O
U O S W C A M F A M I L Y O O N N R
E G Q I O L E M O N A D E D N C I E
R S S L C E L E B R A T E E Q H T U
O U I N D E P E N D E N C E D A Y T
M E H O T E R E M E M B E R L I R A
L A K E R H A P P Y O M R F E R O N

Lemonade
Music
Parade
Park
Party
Picnic

Play
Proud
Red

Remember
Shade

Summer

Tan
Tradition

Water
Watermelon

White

VICTOR REHM
HOME IMPROVEMENT

731-441-6787

Roofi ng, Window Replacement, Siding

Decks and All Your Home Improvement Needs

A8
66

1/
25

-4

 Silverwood Silverwood
   Cabinetry   Cabinetry

FINE CUSTOM CABINETRYFINE CUSTOM CABINETRY

501 Industrial Rd., Paris, TN 
(814) 312-4765

silverwoodcabinetry.com A3
82

/2
5-

4

ASE Certifi ed Mechanic

Richard Holmes, Owner

17 Years Experience

richard@holmesautorepair.org

18040 Highland Dr.

McKenzie, TN 38201

731-207-1090

Auto Repairolmes

A8
17

9/2
5-

4

CALL 731.352.3323

ADVERTISE
in the area’s largest circulated newspaper.

$18.75
MINIMUM 
4 WEEKS

ONLY

14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

Residential
Municipal

Commercial
Irrigation Well Drilling

Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

Over 30 years of experience
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WELL DRILLING
731-415-6550

Russell Basford, Owner

P.O. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201
russell.drilling@hotmail.com

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

A8667/R21930/24-4

414 Elm Street
McKenzie, TN 38201

HOURS:
Tuesday-Saturday

10 a.m.- 6 p.m.

APPOINTMENT ONLY
Cell: 731.418.2159

nicholelashes.glossgenius.com

J & L Hauling
731-435-9322

MCKenzie and surrounding areas
Licensed and insured

Dumpster Rental • Scrap/junk removal • Light construction
We offer mulch, gravel, sand and top soil • Painting

Tractor Work - bush hogging, tilling, grading • Tree clean up
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A8655/24-4

Stephen Mayo Owner

6500 Highway 190
McKenzie, TN 38201 USA

(731) 358-8155
s.mayo244552@hotmail.com

STUMP GRINDING

TREES TRIMMED

TREES REMOVED

POLE SETTING

TRUSSES SET UNDER 30`

24 HR EMERGENCY

RESPONSE SERVICES

M
ay

o’s Tree

Service

Licensed and Insured

BUSINESS

Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper.
Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your business with customers who want to buy 
your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $18.75
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

A Convenient Guide to Quality 
Merchandise & Services In The Area

DIRECTORY

 

Weekly Crossword

Week 27 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Small Eurasian deer
4. Irish county
10. A major division of geological 
time
11. Broadway actor Lane
12. Canadian province
14. It causes fainting (abbr.)
15. Two
16. A notable one is blue
18. Utter repeatedly
22. Rings
23. Sullies
24. Occurs
26. Publicity
27. Near
28. Tools of a trade
30. Offer in good faith
31. “American Idol” network
34. Garments
36. Soviet Socialist Republic
37. Retired NFL DC Dean
39. Hot meal
40. A type of gin
41. Percussion instrument
42. A $10 bill
48. About ground
50. Medicine man
51. Seedless raisin
52. National capital of Albania
53. Appendage
54. OJ trial judge
55. By the way
56. Bicycle parts
58. Barbie’s friend
59. In a way, stretched
60. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
1. Make up for

2. American songbird
3. Pay
4. International organization
5. Engravers
6. Declared as fact
7. Criminal
8. Jewelry
9. Hospital worker (abbr.)
12. Nonsense (slang)
13. Town in Galilee
17. Value
19. Another name
20. Sheep in second year before 
shearing
21. Town in Surrey, England
25. Appropriate during a time of 
year

29. Creative output
31. Recesses
32. District in N. Germany
33. Rider of Rohan
35. The offi cial emblem of the 
German Third Reich
38. One who puts down roots
41. Scribe
43. Painted a bright color
44. Tycoons
45. Actress Thurman
46. Walking accessory
47. Crest of a hill
49. Member of a North American 
people
56. Type of computer
57. U.S. State (abbr.)

SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 26

Week 26 Crossword Puzzle Solution

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle 

will have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your 
pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 27

See solution in next week’s edition.

Color A Masterpiece
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Project No.  3849-13
City of McKenzie, TN
2470 Cedar Street, P.O. Box 160, McKenzie, TN 38201

Separate sealed Bids for the construction of the City of McKenzie 
TN 2022 Sewer System Rehabilitations Contract A – Pump Stations 
consisting of the replacement of the Blackburn and Airport sewer 
pump stations and all related work as specifi ed and shown on the 
Drawings in accordance with the Plans and Specifi cations will be 
received by the City of McKenzie at their offi ce located at 2470 Cedar 
Street, McKenzie, TN 38201 until Thursday, July 13, 2023 at 11 a.m. 
(Local Time), Central Time Zone, and then at said offi ce opened and 
publicly read aloud.

The allotted time for construction is *120 calendar days.

The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS, consisting of Information to Bidders, Bid, 
Bid Bond, Agreement, Performance Bond, Payment Bond, Specifi cations, 
Plans, and other contract documents may be examined at the following 
locations:

City of McKenzie, City Hall, 2470 Cedar Street, McKenzie, TN 38201

Builders Exchange TN, 301 S. Perimeter Park Dr., Suite 100, Offi ce 9, 
Nashville, TN 37211

West TN Plan Room, 439 Airways Blvd., Jackson, TN 38301

GRW Engineers, Inc., 404 BNA Drive, Suite 201, Nashville, TN 37217

Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS MUST be obtained at the offi ce 
of GRW Engineers Inc., located at 404 BNA Drive, Suite 201, Nashville, 
TN 37217, upon payment of $140 for each set. Digital copies of the 
bidding documents are available for $75 per CD, after purchase of the 
printed bidding documents. Payment is not refundable. Bids from 
anyone not on the Engineer’s Plan Holders List will not be opened.

The owner reserves the right to waive any informalities and to reject 
any or all bids.

Each bidder must deposit with his bid, security in the amount, form 
and subject to the conditions provided in the Information for Bidders. 

All bidders must be licensed General Contractors as required by the 
Contractor’s Licensing Act of 1994 of the General Assembly of the 
State of Tennessee and qualifi ed for the type of construction being 
bid upon.

Attention of bidders is particularly called to the requirements as to 
conditions of employment to be observed and minimum wage rates 
to be paid under the contract, Section 3, Segregated Facility, Section 
109 and E.O. 11246.

No bidder may withdraw his bid for a period of sixty (60) days after 
closing time scheduled for the receipt of bids.

By: Ryan Griffi n, Mayor

*After delivery/availability of Pump Station

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

The Carroll County Beer Commission has received an 
application for a beer permit for Clayhill Motor Sports 
Park LLC. Application is for on-premises consumption. 

The business is located at 1315 Rimmer Road, Atwood, 
TN. The business is bounded on the north by John Holmes 
Peacher-Ryan, east by Betty Sullivan, south, east and west 
by Scott Rimmer. A hearing will be held Wednesday, July 
19, 2023, at 11 a.m. at the Carroll County Offi ce Complex 
conference room, Huntingdon, TN.

All persons who wish to be heard may be present at this time.

Carroll County Beer Board 

NOTICE

A403/26-2

WHEREAS, default has occurred in the performance of the covenants, 
terms and conditions of a Deed of Trust dated April 8, 2019, executed by 
BOBBY J CANTRELL conveying certain real property therein described to 
W. KENT JONES, as Trustee, as same appears of record in the Register`s 
Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee recorded April 9, 2019, in Deed Book 
678, Page 296; and

WHEREAS, the benefi cial interest of said Deed of Trust was last 
transferred and assigned to FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION who 
is now the owner of said debt; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned, Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, having been 
appointed as Substitute Trustee by instrument to be fi led for record in 
the Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee.

NOW, THEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the entire indebtedness 
has been declared due and payable, and that the undersigned, Rubin 
Lublin TN, PLLC, as Substitute Trustee or his duly appointed agent, by 
virtue of the power, duty and authority vested and imposed upon said 
Substitute Trustee will, on August 3, 2023 at 12 p.m. At the Carroll 
County Courthouse, 99 Court Street, Huntingdon, TN 38344, proceed to 
sell at public outcry to the highest and best bidder for cash or certifi ed 
funds ONLY, the following described property situated in Carroll County, 
Tennessee, to wit:

IN THE TOWN OF McLEMORESVILLE AND BEGINNING AT A STAKE IN 
THE PROPERTY LINE OF TOM CARY NOW PHIL WILLIAMS , SAID STAKE 
BEING 18 FEET EAST FROM THE CENTER OF HARRELL STREET, AND 
RUNS THENCE EAST AND WITH THE TOM CARY, NOW WILLIAMS`, SOUTH 
LINE 200 FEET TO AN IRON STAKE; THENCE SOUTH WITH THE LINE OF 
BOBBY VINSON, NOW TIMOTHY ARNOLD, 100 FEET TO AN IRON STAKE; 
THENCE WEST AND WITH THE NORTH LINE OF BOBBY VINSON 200 FEET 
TO A STAKE, 18 FEET EAST FROM THE CENTER OF HARRELL STREET; 
THENCE NORTH WITH MARGIN OF HARRELL STREET, 100 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING.

THE ABOVE DESCRIPTION IS THE SAME AS IN THE PREVIOUS DEED OF 
RECORD.

KNOWN AS: 70 HARRELL STREET, McLEMORESVILLE, TN.

FOR SOURCE OF TITLE, SEE DEED BOOK 387, PAGE 661, REGISTER`S 
OFFICE OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE. MAP 81-B, GROUP A, PARCEL 
2.01, ASSESSOR OF PROPERTY`S OFFICE FOR CARROLL COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE. 

Parcel ID: 081B-A-002.01

PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street address of the property is believed to 
be 70 HARRELL STREET, McLEMORESVILLE, TN 38235. In the event of 
any discrepancy between this street address and the legal description 
of the property, the legal description shall control. 

CURRENT OWNER(S): BOBBY J CANTRELL

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: 

VOLUNTEER LENDERS, INC. 

The sale of the above-described property shall be subject to all 
matters shown on any recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive 
covenants, easements or set-back lines that may be applicable; any 
prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created by a fi xture 
fi ling; and to any matter that an accurate survey of the premises might 
disclose. This property is being sold with the express reservation that 
it is subject to confi rmation by the lender or Substitute Trustee. This 
sale may be rescinded at any time. The right is reserved to adjourn the 
day of the sale to another day, time, and place certain without further 
publication, upon announcement at the time and place for the sale set 
forth above. All right and equity of redemption, statutory or otherwise, 
homestead, and dower are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust, 
and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned will sell and 
convey only as Substitute Trustee. The Property is sold as is, where is, 
without representations or warranties of any kind, including fi tness for a 
particular use or purpose.

THIS LAW FIRM IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Rubin Lublin TN, PLLC, Substitute Trustee
1661 International Drive, Suite 400, Memphis, TN 38120
rlselaw.com/property-listing
Tel: (877) 813-0992  Fax: (470) 508-9401

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE 

A7202/26-3
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Sale at public auction will be on August 17, 2023 on or about 2 p.m. 

local time, at the East Door, Carroll County Courthouse, 99 Court 
Square, Huntingdon, TN 38344, conducted by the Substitute Trustee as 
identifi ed and set forth herein below, pursuant to Deed of Trust executed 
by JERUNA COZART AND REGGIE COZART, to Premier Title and Escrow 
Co., Inc., Trustee, on April 6, 2006, at Record Book 547, Page 1099-1120 
as Instrument No. 113750 in the real property records of Carroll County 
Register’s Offi ce, Tennessee.

Owner of Debt: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS SUCCESSOR 
TRUSTEE TO BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO 
LASALLE BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR MERRILL 
LYNCH MORTGAGE INVESTORS TRUST, MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-
BACKED CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-RM3

The following real estate located in Carroll County, Tennessee, will be 
sold to the highest call bidder subject to all unpaid taxes, prior liens and 
encumbrances of record:

A certain tract or parcel of land located in the 5th Civil District 

of Carroll County, State of Tennessee, bounded and described as 

follows:

Located in the Town of McLemoresville on the west side of Church 

Street and beginning on a stake the same being the southeast 

corner of Vennie M. Brown formerly Hudkins Barker lot, and runs 

thence west 200 feet to a stake, the same being Nell Chandler`s 

line, thence south 75 feet to a stake, the same being the northwest 

corner of Austin Bush and wife, Agnes Bush, formerly Connie Lewis 

lot; thence east 200 feet to the Bush (formerly Lewis) northeast 

corner; thence north 75 feet to the beginning, containing 1/2 acre, 

more or less.

Statement required by T.C.A. 66-24-121: the foregoing legal 

description is the same contained in the previous deed of record.

This being the same real estate conveyed to Jeruna L. McCullough, 

by warranty deed from Billy Norris Joyner, dated June 15, 1992, of 

record in Deed Book 253, Page 616, Register`s Offi ce of Carroll County, 

Tennessee. Jeruna L. McCullough is now known as Jeruna Cozart.

Tax ID:  081B A 00900 000

Current Owner(s) of Property:  JERUNA COZART AND REGGIE COZART

The street address of the above described property is believed to be 175 
Church Street, McLemoresville, TN 38235, but such address is not part 
of the legal description of the property sold herein and in the event of 
any discrepancy, the legal description referenced herein shall control.

SALE IS SUBJECT TO OCCUPANT(S) RIGHTS IN POSSESSION.

THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO ADJOURN THE DAY OF THE SALE TO ANOTHER 
DAY, TIME AND PLACE CERTAIN WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION, UPON 
ANNOUNCEMENT AT THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THE SALE SET FORTH 
ABOVE. THE TERMS OF SALE ARE CASH. ANY TAXES OR FEES WILL BE 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PURCHASER.  IF THE SALE IS SET ASIDE 
FOR ANY REASON, THE PURCHASER AT THE SALE SHALL BE ENTITLED 
ONLY TO A RETURN OF THE PURCHASE PRICE.  THE PURCHASER SHALL 
HAVE NO FURTHER RECOURSE AGAINST THE GRANTOR, THE GRANTEE, 
OR THE TRUSTEE.

OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: DISCOVER BANK AND HARPETH 
FINANICAL SERVICES, LLC, DBA ADVANCE FINANCIAL

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

If applicable, the notice requirements of T.C.A. 35-5-101 have been met.

All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and homestead 
are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust, but the undersigned will sell 
and convey only as Substitute Trustee. 

If the U.S. Department of Treasury/IRS, the State of Tennessee 
Department of Revenue, or the State of Tennessee Department of 
Labor or Workforce Development are listed as Interested Parties in the 
advertisement, then the Notice of this foreclosure is being given to them 
and the Sale will be subject to the applicable governmental entities’ 
right to redeem the property as required by 26 U.S.C. 7425 and T.C.A. 
§67-1-1433.

This property is being sold with the express reservation that the sale is 
subject to confi rmation by the lender or trustee. If the sale is set aside 
for any reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only to a return 
of the purchase price.  The Purchaser shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.

MWZM File No.  17-001225-670-4

Mackie Wolf Zientz & Mann, P.C., Substitute Trustee(s)
Cool Springs Commons, Suite 273
7100 Commerce Way, Brentwood, TN 37027
TN INVESTORS PAGE: HTTP://MWZMLAW.COM/TN_INVESTORS.PHP

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE

A7202/25-3

Sale at public auction will be on July 27, 2023 at 11 a.m. local time, 
at the east door, Carroll County Courthouse, 99 Court Square, Huntingdon, 
Tennessee pursuant to Deed of Trust executed by Douglas Ryan Bullington 
and Trilby Layne Bullington, to Old Republic Title Company of Tennessee, 
Trustee, as trustee for Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Advantage Mortgage and Consulting, LLC on December 
12, 2001 at Trust Deed Book 481, Page 502; and modifi ed by agreement 
recorded June 4, 2003 in Trust Deed Book 505, Page 266 and further 
modifi ed by agreement recorded December 10, 2014 in Trust Deed 
Book 638, Page 1010; conducted by LLG Trustee TN LLC, having been 
appointed Substitute or Successor Trustee, all of record in the Carroll 
County Register’s Offi ce. Default has occurred in the performance of the 
covenants, terms, and conditions of said Deed of Trust and the entire 
indebtedness has been declared due and payable. 

Party Entitled to Enforce the Debt: Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corporation, as Trustee for the benefi t of the Freddie Mac Seasoned Loans 
Structured Transaction Trust, Series 2021-2, its successors and assigns.

The real estate located in Carroll County, Tennessee, and described in 
the said Deed of Trust will be sold to the highest call bidder. The terms of 
the said Deed of Trust may be modifi ed by other instruments appearing 
in the public record. Additional identifying information regarding the 
collateral property is below and is believed to be accurate, but no 
representation or warrant is intended.

Street Address: 211 Allen St, Bruceton, Tennessee 38317
Parcel Number: 66F A 018.00
Current Owner(s) of Property: Douglas Ryan Bullington

This sale is subject to, without limitation, all matters shown on any 
applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, 
easements, or setback lines that may be applicable; any statutory right of 
redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; any prior liens or 
encumbrances including those created by a fi xture fi ling or any applicable 
homeowners’ association dues or assessments; all claims or other matters, 
whether of record or not, which may encumber the purchaser’s title and any 
matter that an accurate survey of the premises might disclose. 

The following parties may claim an interest in the above-referenced 
property to be affected by the foreclosure: any judgment creditor or lien 
holder with an interest subordinate to the said Deed of Trust or any party 
claiming by, though, or under any of the foregoing. Such parties known 
to the Substitute Trustee may include: None. 

Terms of Sale will be public auction, for cash, free and clear of 
rights of homestead, redemption and dower to the extent disclaimed or 
inapplicable, and the rights of Douglas Ryan Bullington and Trilby Layne 
Bullington, and those claiming through him/her/it/them.

Any right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and 
homestead are waived in accord with the terms of said Deed of Trust, 
and the title is believed to be good, but the undersigned will sell and 
convey only as Substitute Trustee.

The right is reserved to adjourn the day of the sale to another day, 
time, and place certain without further publication, upon announcement 
at the time and place for the sale set forth above. If you purchase 
a property at the foreclosure sale, the entire purchase price is 
due and payable at the conclusion of the auction in the form of a 
certifi ed/bank check made payable to or endorsed to LOGS Legal 
Group LLP. No personal checks will be accepted. To this end, you 
must bring suffi cient funds to outbid the lender and any other 
bidders. Insuffi cient funds will not be accepted. Amounts received 
in excess of the winning bid will be refunded to the successful 
purchaser at the time the foreclosure deed is delivered.

This property is being sold with the express reservation that the sale 
is subject to confi rmation by the lender or trustee. This sale may be 
rescinded only by the Substitute Trustee at any time. If the Substitute 
Trustee rescinds the sale, the purchaser shall only be entitled to a return 
of any money paid towards the purchase price and shall have no other 
recourse. Once the purchaser tenders the purchase price, the Substitute 
Trustee may deem the sale fi nal in which case the purchaser shall have 
no remedy. The real property will be sold AS IS, WHERE IS, with no 
warranties or representations of any kind, express or implied, including 
without limitation, warranties regarding condition of the property or 
marketability of title.

This offi ce may be a debt collector. This may be an attempt to collect 
a debt and any information obtained may be used for that purpose.

LLG Trustee TN LLC, Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400, Charlotte, NC 28216
Phone (704) 333-8107  Fax (704) 333-8156

File No. 22-122760

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE

HUNTINGDON (June 
28) — Three persons were 
bound over to the Grand 
Jury of  the Carroll Coun-
ty Circuit Court during a 
court hearing on June 28 
in Carroll County General 
Sessions Court.

Isaiah D. Carter, Villa 
Street, Racine, Wisconsin, 
was bound over of  Posses-
sion of  Drug Parapherna-
lia, Schedule II Drugs-Man-
ufacture, Deliver, Sell or 
Possess - Attempt; Posses-
sion of  Firearm with In-
tent to Go Armed; Fugitive 
from Justice.

Brandon Leon DeSh-
ields, Hidden Acres Road, 
Pa r i s,  b o u n d  ove r  o n 
charge of  Contraband in 
a Penal Facility, Schedule 
VI Drugs-Manufacture, 
Deliver, Sell or Possess; 
Possession of  Drug Para-
phernalia.

David Lee Sanders, Pee-
bles Road, Henry, bound 
over on charge of  Aggra-
vated Criminal Trespass, 
Vandalism.

The following persons 
had a finding or plea of  
guilty.

Trevor Lake Akin, Me-
banewood Dr., Huntingdon, 
guilty, Domestic Assault, 
$150 fine, supervised pro-
bation, alcohol and drug 
evaluation and domestic 
counseling, no contact with 
victim; guilty,  Probation 
Violation.

Samuel Tyler Belfiore, 
Cedar Street, Bruceton, 
guilty, Possession of  Un-
lawful Drug Parapherna-
lia, $350 fine, 11/29 jail 
suspended to eight days; 
dismissed, Driving While 
Suspended; dismissed, Con-
traband in Penal Facility.

B i l ly  B o r u m ,  A l l e n 
Street, McKenzie, guilty, 
Probation Violation, 20 
days jail, probation ex-
tended.

Samatha Lee Carter, Bue-
na Vista Road, Hunting-
don, guilty, DUI-First Of-
fense, $350 fine, 11/29 jail 
suspended to seven days, 
supervised probation, 
not to drive for one year; 
dismissed, Driving While 
Suspended; dismissed, 
Driver Failed to Exercise 
Due Care.

Lindsey Beth Cary, Coun-
try Farm Lane, Hunting-
don, guilty, Probation Vio-
lation, 11/29 jail, credit for 
long-term drug rehabilita-
tion when complete.

Matthew Herrin, Cherry 
Avenue, New Johnsonville, 
guilty, Failure to Appear, 10 
days jail.

Elijah Paul Howard, 
Parkview Cts., Lexington, 
guilty, Simple Possession/
Casual Exchange, $350 fine, 
11/29 jail suspended to 10 
days, supervised probation.

Johnathan Hughes, Har-
mon Arnold Road, Brad-
ford, guilty, Probation Vio-
lation, 10 days jail, extend-
ed probation.

Sarah Madison Rumley, 
Lincoln Drive, Clarksville, 
guilty, Probation Violation, 
10 days jail, mental health 
review, probation extended.

Luis Miguel Izaguirre 
Salazar, Cherry Blossom 
Lane, Huntingdon, pre-trial 
diversion, Theft of  Mer-
chandise, six months jail, 
suspended.

To s h a  S t u bbl e f i e l d , 
Smyrna Road, Hunting-
don, guilty, Driving While 
Revoked Due to DUI Con-
viction, six months jail, 
suspended to eight days.

Norman Watne, High-
land Drive, Apt. 137, guilty, 
Sexual Offender Registry 
Violation, 11/29 jail, sus-
pended to 180 days, super-
vised probation.

Motor Theft Vehicle 
— Kyle M. Jackson,  31, 
of  Huntingdon is charged 
with Theft over 2500 and 
less than 10,000.

On June 26 ,  a  victim 
called to report her 2008 
white Dodge Avenger that 
had been stolen by her boy-
friend, Kyle Jackson, who 
did not have permission to 
take the vehicle. The vic-
tim stated the last time she 
seen the vehicle and him 
was on June 25, around 5 
a.m. Jackson stated he was 
going to get cigarettes, the 
vehicle is valued at $5,000.

Narcotics Violation — 
Andrew H. Hatley, 39, of  Jack-
son was arrested for Simple 
Possession of  Cocaine.

On June 23, Deputy Scott 
responded to a call in refer-
ence to an unknown person 
in someone’s driveway. The 
individual was identified 
as Andrew Hatley, he ap-
peared under the influence. 
The owner asked Hatley 
to leave, causing Hatley 
to throw his keys at him. 
Hatley denied consent to 
search his persons,  K-9 
Gotchi was deployed. Ap-
proximately 1.5 grams of  
cocaine was located. 

Multiple Charges  —  
Baryon Johnson,  50,  of  

Wildersville was arrested 
for possession of  schedule 
II (meth) and drug para-
phernalia.

On June 23, Deputy Scott 
initiated a traffic stop for 
a registration violation. 
The driver, Baryon John-
son, stated he borrowed the 
vehicle and was unaware 
of  the plate being wrong. 
Johnson stated there was 
nothing illegal in the vehi-
cle. Officers asked for and 
received consent to search 
the vehicle. Officers locat-
ed two meth pipes, a weed 
pipe, and approximately 1.3 
grams of  meth.

Public Intoxication — 
Kimberlee M. Arnold, 33, 
of  Trezevant was arrested 
for Public Intoxication.

On June 22, an officer re-
sponded to a reckless driv-
er on a road in Trezevant. 
The of ficers located the 
vehicle  parked and ob-
served a female walking 
down Bryant Street very 
unsteady on her feet. The 
female, Kimberlee Arnold, 
smelled like alcohol and ad-
mitted she had been drink-
ing and was drunk. Arnold 
was intoxicated, unsteady 
on her feet, and had a beer 
can in her pocket.

County General 
Sessions Court

Michael Schaffer, a stu-
dent  at  Tennessee  Col -
lege of  Applied Technol-
ogy-McKenzie, received a 
Skill Point Certificate in 
the Computer Numerical 
Control (CNC) 5-Axis Mill-
ing Programmer program 
during the 2023 SkillsUSA 
Championships. The CNC 
5-Axis Milling Programmer 
is a cutting machine that is 
moved in five different di-
rections and monitored by 
a numerical computer con-
trol rather than by hand. 

SkillsUSA is the larg-
est skill  competition in 
the world. The 2023 com-
petitions were in Atlanta 
during June 21-22. Nation-
al contestants who met a 
threshold contest  score 
received Skill Point Cer-
tificates. The certificate 

represents workplace read-
iness in an occupational 
specialty.

“More than 6,000 stu-
dents from every state in 
the nation participated in 
the 2023 SkillsUSA Cham-
pionships,” said SkillsUSA 
Executive Director Chelle 
Travis.  “This showcase 
of  career and technical 
education demonstrates 
SkillsUSA at its finest. Our 
students, instructors and 
industry partners work 
together to ensure that ev-
ery student excels. This 
program expands learning 
and career opportunities 
for our members.”

The SkillsUSA Champi-
onships event is held an-
nually for middle school, 
high school, or college/
postsecondary students. 

Carroll County Sheriff’s Reports

TCAT Student Honored at 
SkillsUSA Championship

Need Need 
Stamps? Stamps? 
We got ‘em!We got ‘em! CALL 731-352-3323
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The bleach-blond McKen-
zie Rebels gathered in the 
McKenzie High School caf-
eteria to celebrate the end 
of  another thrilling baseball 
season. 

The Rebels tied with the 
second-most wins in McK-
enzie High School history 
this year, with 27 wins and 
eight losses. After what 
Head Coach Chris Wall de-
scribed as a rocky start, the 
boys got down to business 
and were able to pull off  
11 wins in a row. Overall, 
the team was once again 
District 11A Champions, 
Region 6A Champions, and 
Sectional Champions. The 
team competed in the TS-
SAA State Tournaments in 
Murfreesboro for the sec-

ond consecutive year and 
finished third in the state. 

“We are here to celebrate 
a quality baseball season 
that was filled with excite-

ment, accomplishment, ad-
versity, rain, and once again 
blond hair,” Coach Wall 
said, opening the ceremony. 

Coach Wall congratulated 
seniors Jackson Cassidy, 
Braden Birmingham, No-
lan Renfro, Ty Anderson, 
and Hayden Hixson on their 
high school careers, amass-
ing 72 wins, 28 losses, and 
one tie. The seniors com-
pleted their careers as back-
to-back District champions, 
back-to-back Region champi-

ons, back-to-back Sectional 
winners, and the first team 
in McKenzie history with 
back-to-back State Tourna-
ment appearances.

Coach Wall thanked the 
McKenzie High School ad-
ministration, staf f,  and 
coaches. He thanked the 
p e o p l e  a n d  bu s i n e s s e s 
who supported the Rebels 
throughout the season. He 
thanked parents for provid-
ing food before games, trav-
el to games, and for their 

support towards players 
and staff. He also thanked 
“super fan” Kim Moss for 
bleaching the players’ hair 
before they traveled to the 
State Tournaments. 

C o a c h  Wa l l  t h a n k e d 
coaches Cameron Kee, Josh 
Kee, and Zach Tippitt, and 
he extended his thanks to 
each coach’s family for their 
support. 

Coach Wall then distrib-
uted the State Participation 
and State Letterman certifi-

cates to each player before an-
nouncing individual awards. 

The Silver Slugger Award 
went to Lane Anderson, Ty 
Anderson, Jake Cassidy, 
Tate Surber, Braden Bir-
mingham, Hayden Hixson, 
and Jackson Cassidy. 

The Gold Glove Award 
went to Hayden Garrett, 
Hayden Hixson, Jackson Cas-
sidy, Jake Cassidy, Nolan Ren-
fro, and Braden Birmingham.

All-District Players were 
Braden Birmingham, Ty 
Anderson, Jackson Cassidy, 
Nolan Renfro, and Hayden 
Hixson. 

Jackson Cassidy and Ty 
Anderson were the Most 
Valuable Players, and Tate 
Surber was Pitcher of  the 
Year. Jackson Cassidy re-
ceived the Seth Foster Schol-
arship, Jake Cassidy received 
the Hustle Award, Lane An-
derson was Most Improved, 
Hayden Hixson received the 
P.L. Martin Award, Braden 
Birmingham received the 
Ricky Chism Award, and 
David Jackson received the 
Ray Berryman Award. 

Above, MHS Baseball’s 2023 seniors and All-District Players (L to R): Jackson Cas-
sidy, Braden Birmingham, Nolan Renfro, Ty Anderson and Hayden Hixson.  Right, 
MHS Baseball 2023 winners of  the Silver Slugger and Gold Glove Awards — Front 
Row (L to R): Jackson Cassidy, Silver Slugger, Gold Glove; Braden Birmingham, 
Silver Slugger, Gold Glove; Nolan Renfro, Gold Glove; Ty Anderson, Silver Slugger; 
Tate Surber, Silver Slugger; and Hayden Garrett, Gold Glove. Back Row (L to R): 
Lane Anderson, Silver Slugger; Hayden Hixson, Silver Slugger, Gold Glove; and 
Jake Cassidy, Silver Slugger, Gold Glove. Submitted photos

Rebels Celebrate Exciting Season with Banquet

MHS 2023 Baseball Coaches and Players. Submitted photo

“Doing business without 

advertising is like ‘winking’ at 

someone in the dark; you know 

what you are doing, but no one 

else does.” - Walter Seward

We can help illuminate your business! 
CALL 731-352-3323

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

NASHVILLE (June 27) — 
Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee an-
nounced the number of  eco-
nomically distressed counties 
in the state has reduced to 
eight, the fewest in Tennes-
see’s history. While this is a 
significant milestone in the 
Lee administration’s mission 
to accelerate the transforma-
tion of  rural Tennessee, it is 
still important to take a look 
the 27 at risk counties in the 
state — including Carroll 
County. 

In 2019, Gov. Lee’s admin-
istration began a mission 
to expand opportunity for 
Tennesseans in rural areas, 
with a long-term objective or 
reducing the number of  eco-
nomically distressed counties 
to ten by 2025. The number of  
distressed counties reduced 
from fifteen in 2019 to eight 
in 2023. 

There are five categories 
signifying Tennessee’s 95 
counties’ economic status: 
distressed, at risk, transi-
tional, competitive and at-
tainment. 

Tennessee’s distressed 
counties rank among the 10 

percent most economically 
distressed counties in the na-
tion. In fiscal year 2024, Ten-
nessee’s distressed counties 
are Lake, Hardeman, Perry, 
Clay, Bledsoe, Scott, Hancock 
and Cocke counties.

Carroll County has been 
considered “at risk” since 
moving up from a distressed 
status in 2014. Fiscal year 
2024 marks the county’s tenth 
year being at risk. The coun-
ty is ranked at 2,522 out of  
3,113 counties in the United 
States with a per capita mar-
ket income of  $22,997. Carroll 
County’s poverty rate sits at 
16.8 percent with a three-year 
average unemployment rate 
of  5.7 percent. 

Carroll County’s neighbors 
vary from at risk to transi-
tional statuses. Henry, Weak-
ley, Gibson, Madison, and 
Henderson counties are all in 
transitional economic status. 
Benton and Decatur counties 
are also at-risk. 

“What happens in rural 
Tennessee matters to all of  
Tennessee,” said Gov. Lee in a 
press release. “As Tennessee 
experiences unprecedented 
economic growth and job 
creation, we’ll continue our 
work to prioritize rural com-

munities so that Tennesseans 
in every county can thrive.”

Since 2019, Gov. Lee and 
his administration have in-
troduced notable investments 
to support rural Tennessee’s 
success including several 
vocational-centered initia-
tives, providing broadband 
access to more than 150,000 
unserved homes and busi-
nesses, introducing a historic 
pay raise for teachers, and 
more. 

“Elevating rural Tennessee 
is one of  our top priorities, 
and by providing a pro-busi-
ness climate for Tennes-
see companies to succeed, 
they are in turn providing 
high-quality job opportu-
nities for citizens across 
the state,” said Tennessee 
Department of  Economic 
and Community Develop-
ment Commissioner Stuart 
McWhorter. “While today’s 
announcement is proof  that 
we have made significant 
strides in reducing the num-
ber of  distressed counties in 
Tennessee, we are committed 
to the eight remaining coun-
ties to help improve their 
economic status designations 
in the years ahead. 

The graph represents Tennessee’s 95 counties’ economic statuses, from distressed 
to attainment. Graph sourced from Transparent Tennessee.

Economically Distressed Counties 
Decline, Carroll Remains At Risk

Paige Costello, a rising 
tenth grade homeschooler 
and member of  Carroll Coun-
ty 4-H, is the national winner 
of  the 4-H Beekeeping Essay 
contest. The contest is spon-
sored by the Foundation for 
the Preservation of  Honey-
bees, Inc. 

The Beekeeping Essay 
Contest allows 4-H’ers to use 
their writing and research 
skills to develop an essay on 
a beekeeping-related topic. 
Cash awards are available to 
winners on the national and 
state level. The 2023 topic 
was “The Importance of  
Beeswax.”

Costello won the Tennessee 
contest in March and will 
now receive a national award 
of  $750. 

Costello’s prize-winning 
essay, titled “Why is Bees-
wax Important?” will be pub-
lished in ABF Quarterly, the 
magazine of  the American 
Beekeeping Federation. In 
her essay, she explains the 
importance of  beeswax and 
how it serves the hive. She 
shares that her favorite use 
for beeswax is for making 

homemade beeswax crayons. 
Paige is the daughter of  

Oliver and Lisa Costello. The 
Costello family owns Camp 
Costello Farms Honey, where 
they raise bees, produce 100% 
pure raw wildflower honey 
and beehive products, and 
offer educational programs 
to students in Carroll and 
surrounding counties. Camp 

Costello Farms Honey is a 
common vendor at the McK-
enzie Farmers Market. 

Paige is actively involved 
in the 4-H Horse Project, 
the 4-H Honor Club and All-
Stars, and the Ag Leader-
ship Mentoring Program. 
She also serves as the Car-
roll County 4-H Healthy Liv-
ing Ambassador. 

Paige Costello Wins National 4-H Contest

Paige Costello


	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10

