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McKENZIE — First responders were 
dispatched to the Carroll County portion 
of Hinkledale Road, outside of McKen-
zie, around 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, June 
25, for  a child, Mary Margaret Vowell, 
who was reportedly unresponsive in a 
swimming pool.

McKenzie’s first responders arrived 

first and initiated procedures in an effort 
to revive the child. Carroll County Sher-
iff’s Department, Baptist EMS, and McK-
enzie Fire Department responded to the 
scene. CPR was initiated at the scene 
and continued during the transport to 
Baptist Hospital-Carroll County, where 
the toddler was pronounced dead. 

Funeral services for Mary Margaret 

HUNTINGD ON ( June 
2 5 )  —  D u r i n g  i t s  Ju n e 
25th meeting, the Board 
of Directors of the Carroll 
County Electric Depart-
ment (CCED) approved 
writing off $85,048.70 in 
uncollected customer ac-
counts. While this amount 
represents a slight increase 
from 2025, it remains well 
b e l o w  t h e  0 . 2  p e r c e n t 
benchmark for  electric 
sales revenue, currently 
standing at 0.117 percent.

Off ice Manager Kelly 
Fields noted that higher 
write-offs are largely at-
tributed to reduced collec-
tions and increased elec-
tricity rates, specifically 
following the cold weather 
in Januar y that impact-
ed March billing cycles. 
Approximately 98 to 99 

Carroll County July 4th Events
Friday, July 3 at dark — Terry Volunteer 

Fire Department Fireworks Show
Friday and Saturday, July 3-4, gates 

open at 5:30 p.m. — Clayhill Motorsports 
Park Freedom and Fireworks Celebration 
Nights

Saturday, July 4 at 5 p.m. — Freedom 
Festival at McKenzie Recreational Park

Saturday, July 4 at 5:30 p.m. — McLem-
oresville Parade; Fireworks Show at dark

Saturday, July 4 at 6 p.m. – Hollow Rock 
Fire Department Fireworks Show and 
Music at Central High School

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

NASHVILLE — July 1 is 
more than just the start of 
a new month. Wednesday 
marks the first day of the 
2026-27 fiscal year — and 
the day Tennessee will im-
pose dozens of new laws 
passed by the 114th Ten-
nessee General Assembly. 

Tennessee’s new laws 
i m p a c t  s c h o o l s ,  r e t a i l 
theft, unlawful purchases 
of vape or tobacco prod-
ucts, immigration policies 
and more. 

Here’s a look at some of 
Tennessee’s new laws go-
ing into effect. Additional 
information on each law 
can be found on the Ten-
nessee General Assembly 
website.

Limiting te chnolo g y 

H U N T I N G D O N  ( Ju n e  2 3 ) 
— During its June 23 meeting, 
the Huntingdon Town Council 
approved the fiscal year 2026-
27 budget, maintaining current 
tax and water rates without any 
increases.

The General Fund projects an-
ticipated revenues of $5,985,750 
against expenditures of $6,185,350, 
resulting in a budgeted deficit of 
$199,600. The property tax rate 
was established at $0.7744 per 
$100 of assessed value.

The Council also elected to keep 
water rates unchanged from the 
current year. The Water and Sewer 
Fund reflects total budgeted oper-
ating revenues of $2,898,550 and 
operating expenses of $2,701,250.

Following a newly approved 
operating agreement with the 
non-profit Friends of the Dixie, 
the city-owned Dixie Carter Per-
forming Arts Center is project-
ed to generate a net income of 

$141,543. This marks a significant 
turnaround from the $290,300 
loss expected for the year ending 
June 30, 2026. The 2027 fiscal 
year is anticipated to conclude 
with a $7,031,179 reserve in the 
General Fund and a net position 
of $15,366,528 in the Water and 
Sewer Fund.

The Board formally approved a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Friends of the 
Dixie. This agreement outlines the 
respective responsibilities of the 
town and the non-profit regarding 
maintenance, payroll, operations, 
and talent recruitment.

In other business, the Coun-
cil approved an updated policy 
for fire protection and fireworks, 
which was revised with assistance 
from the Municipal Technical Ad-
visory Service.

McKENZIE (June 22) — The 
McKenzie City Council met Mon-
day to approve the 2026-27 Fiscal 
Year Budget. Passing unanimously, 
with Vice-Mayor Drew Beeler not 
present, the $5.8 million budget 
goes into effect July 1.

 In other business, Robin Russell 
of ATA Paris was named Certified 
Municipal Finance Officer (CMFO) 
for the City of McKenzie. While Jen-
nifer Waldrup, as city recorder, will 
still work with the city’s finances, 
Tennessee Code Annotated 6-56-
402 requires each municipality to 
employ at least one CMFO (or an 
exempt, qualified individual) with 
financial oversight responsibilities. 
According to the Tennessee Comp-
troller’s office, Waldrup needed ad-
ditional coursework, but by naming 
a CPA, which is a common work-
around in numerous municipalities, 
this allowed McKenzie to make the 
necessary adjustment. 

 Following the recent sale of 
RaeKar to Republic Services, rep-
resentatives for both were present 

during the meeting. On July 1, Re-
public will assume the contract held 
between McKenzie and RaeKar for 
garbage collection. According to 
Republic’s representatives, the tran-
sition should be seamless as there 
should be no changes in routes, 
trucks, receptacles and drivers. 
Republic promised the City and 
members of the board that they had 
made changes and would improve 
customer service.

 The Ordinance No. 578, rezon-
ing the property owned by the 
Perkins Corporation—which in-
cludes the locations of Dollar 
General, Factory Connection, and 
Subway, was approved on its final 
reading. The property was re-
zoned from a split designation to 
a unified B-2 (Highway Business) 
classification.

 Two committees were formed 
Monday night. The first commit-
tee consisted of Jessie Townes, 
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� Trezevant IDB to 
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Accepting new patients.
Now with extended hours

and walk-in’s welcome.

Hours:
Monday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Tuesday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

Carroll County
Family Health Care

641 R.B. Wilson Dr. | Huntingdon, TN 38344

731-986-7400
baptistonline.org/carrollcounty(L to R): Stephanie Slack-Allen, DNP, APRN, PMHNP-BC; Chris Blount, PA-C; Elly Riley, 

DO; Lori Holladay, NP; Jill Bennett, NP; Katharine Bullock, FNP; and Emily Ezell, DO.
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BRAKE REPAIRBRAKE REPAIR

A/C REPAIRA/C REPAIR

BRAKE REPAIRBRAKE REPAIR

A/C REPAIRA/C REPAIR

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

14995 HIGHLAND DR.14995 HIGHLAND DR.
MCKENZIE, TN 38201MCKENZIE, TN 38201

(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)

731-393-0091731-393-0091

Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair

Belt, Hose Replacement

Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!

SUNDAYS
10 a.m. – Sunday School 
(Classes for all ages)
11 a.m. – Morning Service

1:30 p.m. – Afternoon Service

WEDNESDAYS
7 p.m. – Mid-Week Prayer 
and Bible Study

747 WEST MAGNOLIA AVE, 
McKENZIE, TENNESSEE

Jon King Pastor

Fred Morris Associate Pastor
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Join Us This Sunday at 

Grace Baptist Church!

Grace Baptist Church
warmly invites you and your 
family to join us for our weekly 
services. Our doors are open 
to everyone in our community.

Looking for a place to 
grow in faith and fi nd a 
welcoming community? 

See DROWNING on Page 3

Toddler Dies in Tragic Drowning

See ELECTRIC on Page 3

Carroll County 
Electric ‘Writes 
Off’ Bad Debt

File photo from McKenzie’s 2024 Independence Day event.

Area Fourth 
Of July Events

McKenzie Police 
Department 
Issues Fireworks 
Safety Reminder

See EVENTS on Page 3

See SAFETY on Page 3 See LAWS on Page 3

New State 
Laws Take 
Effect July 1

See HUNTINGDON on Page 3See McKENZIE on Page 3

Huntingdon Approves Budget with 
No Increases to Tax or Water Rates

McKenzie Approves 2026-27 Budget

WE ARE CLOSED FRIDAY, JULY 3

As Independence Day approaches, the 
McKenzie Police Department has issued 
a fireworks safety reminder to residents.

“Please enjoy the beautiful firework 
displays responsibly and remember that 
safety comes first,” the department shared.

 A few important reminders:
- Be considerate of your neighbors, pets 

and veterans.
- Keep a bucket of water or hose nearby 

in case of fire.
- Only adults should handle fireworks.
- Never relight a “dud” firework.

Watch the live stream of the 
Carroll County Sheriff's Town 
Hall and Community Forum at 
live.mckenziebanner.com 
or scan the QR code below.

Funeral at Brummitt 
July 1 at 11 a.m.

Mary Margaret “Maggie 
Monster” Vowell

TUESDAY, JUNE 30, 2026 • 6 P.M.
at CARROLL COUNTY CIVIC CENTER

75 ¢
Only
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HUNTINGDON (June 
26) — Bluegrass group The 
SteelDrivers are this year’s 
Huntingdon Heritage Fes-
tival headliners, the Town 
of Huntingdon and The 
Dixie Carter Performing 
Arts Center announced 
Friday. The annual festival 
takes place in downtown 
Huntingdon on Saturday, 
September 19. 

Widely recognized as 
one of the most influential 
bands in modern blue-
grass, The SteelDrivers 
bring a distinctive sound 
that fuses traditional blue-
grass roots with elements 
of country, soul and blues. 

Since their formation 
in 2005,  the band has 
earned widespread critical 
acclaim, including multi-

ple Grammy nominations 
and an Americana Music 
Association New Artist 
of the Year award. Their 
2015 release “The Muscle 
Shoals Recordings” earned 
a Grammy Award for Best 
Bluegrass Recording, and 
their 2025 album “Outrun” 
continued their momen-
tum with another Grammy 
nomination.

Formed in Nashville, The 
SteelDrivers are known for 
their emotionally charged 
songwriting, powerhouse 
instrumentation and a live 
performance style that 
blends grit with musical 
precision. Their lineup fea-
tures Richard Bailey (ban-
jo), Tammy Rogers (fid-
dle), Mike Fleming (bass), 
Brent Truitt (mandolin) 

and Matt Dame (guitar).
The festival also features 

a lineup of local and re-
gional artists leading up to 
The SteelDrivers’ headline 
performance:

Festival Schedule
• 4:45-5:15 p.m. — Mayce 

Mitchell
• 5:30-6 p.m. — Grace 

Gunn
• 6:30-7:30 p.m. — 24 

Seven
• 8-9:30 p.m. — The 

SteelDrivers
“We’re proud to show-

case performances of this 
caliber in the heart of our 
community,” said Hunting-
don Mayor Chad Edwards.

This free community 
event invites residents and 
visitors alike to enjoy an 
evening of live music and 
celebration in downtown 
Huntingdon.

The SteelDrivers to Headline 
Huntingdon Heritage Festival 

CARROLL COUNTY (June 16) — A Tuesday evening fire damaged a rural home on 
Hinkledale Road near McKenzie. McKenzie Fire Department was first on the scene, 
arriving to heavy black smoke coming from vents and eaves. The fire was contained 
within six minutes of the firefighters’ arrival. The fire originated from a bedroom, 
but no cause was determined. No one was home at the time of the incident. Photo 
by Joel Washburn/The Banner

Fire Damages Hinkledale Road Home
BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

T R E Z E VA N T  ( J u n e 
25) — The reconstituted 
Trezevant Industrial De-
velopment Board met for 
the second time Thurs-
day, June 25, to discuss its 
mission and bylaws. The 
board, which was primar-
ily formed to determine 
the future of the town’s 
former Hillsman property, 
faced criticism from busi-
nessman Phil Colwell, who 
voiced his impatience with 
the town’s progress during 
the Thursday meeting.

The 10-member board 
includes Johnna Crouse, 
Wes Gulley, Kyle Foster, 
Eddie Granger,  Jimmy 
Kelly,  Tim Pratt,  Janet 
Dickson, Rita Foster, Ter-
ry Schall and Bobby Mc-
Alexander. Meetings are 
scheduled for the fourth 
Thursday of each month.

Board members pre-
viously elected Foster as 
chairman, Crouse as sec-
retary and Schall as trea-
surer. On Thursday, the 
board elected Dickson as 
vice chair. Officers will be 
selected annually in May.

The board discussed the 
previous IDB checkbook, 
currently held by Alder-
man Don Barger. To open 
a new account, the board 
authorized Foster, Schall 
and Trezevant Chief Mu-
nicipal Financial Officer 

Gabrielle Davis as signees. 
The account will require 
only two signatures.

Town Attorney Charlie 
Trotter reminded mem-
bers that while the IDB is a 
separate entity, it remains 
under the supervision of 
the Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen. Foster agreed, 
stating she hopes to work 
in sync with town officials.

Dickson updated the 
board on the town website, 
noting she has contacted 
local businesses about free 
features. 

Foster outlined goals for 
the IDB, including com-
munity promotion and 
revenue growth. She re-
ported the town received 
$9,061.40 in sales tax rev-
enue in May.

“We ne e d  to  have a 
goal to get that number 
to raise,” Foster said. “We 
need to have a goal to get 
businesses in here that are 
going to help us increase 
sales tax and revenue to 
the town.”

Phil Colwell submitted 
a site plan for a discount 
grocery store on the va-
cant Hillsman property. He 
stipulated that he wants 
to purchase the property 
outright rather than lease 
from the city. He request-
ed an immediate vote to 
begin a 60-day negotiation 
period.

“ I ’ v e  w a s t e d  s e v e n 
months,” Colwell said. “I’ve 

done five business deals in 
seven months…I’m done 
wasting any more time. I 
need a commitment from 
somebody.”

The board reminded 
Colwell that the property 
is currently owned by the 
Town of Trezevant — not 
the IDB. They discussed 
whether to recommend 
selling the property specif-
ically to Colwell or to open 
it to any buyer. 

“What we have been 
looking for, for six years, 
is for someone to come in 
and open a grocery store,” 
Foster said, supporting 
Colwell’s business plan.

Dickson and Granger 
expressed concern about 
recommending a sale to 
Colwell without consid-
ering other proposals or 
establishing board rules. 
However, Pratt noted the 
lack of previous offers.

“I’ve been here for 25 
years, and no one has of-
fered to buy this property,” 
Pratt said.

After some discussion, 
the board voted unani-
mously to recommend the 
town sell the property to 
any buyer. 

Following the meeting, 
Colwell informed several 
board members that he 
was no longer interested 
in working with the Town 
of Trezevant, saying his 
patience had worn out.

TREZEVANT 
IDB to Propose Sale of Hillsman Property

UNION CITY (June 23) 
— Col. James C. Hard-
ing, of Huntingdon, will 
join the Discovery Park 
of America’s Tennessee 
America 250 celebration 
on July 3, just days after 
his 92nd birthday, the mu-
seum announced Tuesday.

Col. Harding, America’s 
most-decorated living vet-
eran, will visit the muse-
um’s Military Gallery be-
ginning at 2:30 p.m. 

Col. Harding’s long list 
of decorations and nation-
al recognitions includes 
the Air Force Cross, three 
Silver Stars, four Purple 
Hearts, two Bronze Stars, 
the Legion of Merit, nine 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d  F l y i n g 
Crosses and 40 Air Medals.

“With two days of liv-
ing historians, reenactors, 
craftspeople, concerts and 
hands-on learning activ-
ities, our Independence 
Day celebration this year 
is going to be one of the 
largest events we’ve ever 
held at Discovery Park,” 
said Scott Williams, the 
museum’s CEO. “The ad-
dition of Col. Harding’s 
appearance offers guests 
a rare opportunity to hear 
from a living witness to 
American courage, sac-
rifice, leadership and the 
enduring commitment to 
bring Americans home 
from war.” 

Williams will host Col. 
Harding’s presentation, 
which will be recorded for 
an episode of the Discov-
ery Park’s podcast, “Reel-
foot Forward: A West Ten-
nessee Podcast.”

Born June 27, 1934, Col. 
Harding entered the Air 

Force in 1956 as a distin-
guished graduate of Penn 
State University’s Air Force 
ROTC program. 

During a 23-year mili-
tary career, he served in 
a variety of flying, teach-
ing and command assign-
ments, including as com-
mander of the 1st Special 
Operations Squadron at 
Nakhon Phanom Roy-
al Thai Air Force Base in 
Thailand during the Viet-
nam War. 

Col. Harding flew 596 
combat missions in South-
east Asia, all in propeller 
aircraft, including 101 mis-
sions over North Vietnam 
in the O-1 Bird Dog and 
154 missions in the A-1 
Skyraider. 

As a “Sandy” pilot and 
on-scene commander, 
Col. Harding helped di-
rect combat search-and-
rescue missions to recover 
downed American aviators 
behind enemy lines. One 
of those missions, the res-
cue of Marine pilot Clyde 

Smith, became one of the 
most extraordinary air-res-
cue efforts of the Vietnam 
War. 

Col. Harding later sur-
vived being shot down 
himself, evaded enemy 
troops and helped direct 
rescuers to his wingman. 

Since retiring from the 
Air Force, Col. Harding has 
continued a life of service 
as an educator, mentor, 
pastor, veterans advocate 
and civic leader. 

He helped lead Air Force 
Junior ROTC programs in 
the United States and over-
seas, and he later settled in 
Huntingdon and returned 
to his agricultural roots 
through Harding Tre e 
Farm. 

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  h e 
has remained active as a 
speaker and community 
leader, sharing the values 
that guided him in combat: 
integrity, accountability, 
humility, tenacity and love. 

For July 3 and 4, Dis-
covery Park is offering $10 
general admission and ex-
tended hours until 7 p.m. 
Thanks to the Blue Star 
Museums initiative, cur-
rently-serving U.S. military 
personnel and their fami-
lies receive free admission. 
Military veterans and their 
families will also receive 
free admission July 3 and 4. 

Discovery Park’s Ten-
nessee America 250 pro-
gramming is made possi-
ble in part by a grant from 
the Tennessee Commis-
sion for the United States 
Semiquincentennial, with 
sponsorship from Tech 
Plus, Walmart and Leaders 
Credit Union.

Col. James C. Harding

Col. James C. Harding to Join Discovery 
Park’s Tennessee America 250 Celebration

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE — McKenzie 
High School football re-
cently released a schedule 
of activities for the 2026 
preseason.

July begins with three 
7-on-7s, the first on Tues-
day, July 7 at Lexington 
High School. On Thursday, 
July 9, McKenzie hosts a 
7-on-7, then the Rebels 
travel  to Henr y County 

for another on Tuesday, 
July 14.

The Rebel players and 
coaches host a Youth Foot-
ball Camp Monday, July 20 
at the MHS Indoor Facility 
from 6-8 p.m.

McKenzie’s first scrim-
mage is Friday, July 31 at 
Bethel University against 
Obion County.

The second scrimmage 
is also at Bethel on Fri-
d a y ,  A u g u s t  7  a g a i n s t 

Lexington.
A meet-and-greet event 

on Saturday, August 8 at 
6:30 p.m. at Rebel Stadi-
um wil l  introduce fans 
to the players, coaches, 
cheerleaders and band 
members.

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  R e b e l s 
participate in the Henry 
County High School Jam-
boree on Friday, August 
14, where they will face 
McCracken County.

McKenzie High School Preseason 
Football Schedule Released

WASHINGTON  (June 
24) — The Northwest Ten-
nessee Development Dis-
trict is one of only three 
Tennessee communities 
to be selected for the En-
vironmental  Protection 
A g e n c y  ( E PA ) ’s  2 0 2 6 
Brownfield Assessment, 
Revolving Loan Fund and 
Cleanup Grant, receiving 
$1,500,000 from the na-
tional agency to accelerate 
the cleanup of polluted 
sites — including one site 
that was destroyed by the 
tornado that hit Dresden 
in 2021.

The EPA announced the 
award on Wednesday.

With the $1,500,000 Co-
alition Assessment Grant, 
the Northwest Tennessee 
Development District will 
primarily focus on the City 
of Dresden and the City of 
Martin — inventorying and 
prioritizing sites, develop-
ing 13 cleanup plans, fa-
cilitating a design charette 
and supporting communi-
ty engagement activities. 

Northwest  Tennessee 
D e v e l o p m e n t  D i s t r i c t 
chose the following prior-
ity sites:

Dresden  — a 2.6-acre 
former gas station and 
auto garage in Dresden’s 
downtown commercial 
center that was destroyed 
by a 2021 tornado.

Dyer County  — 1.81-

acre commercial area with 
a former gas station and 
other commercial  sites 
and a 10-acre former cot-
ton processing warehouse.

Martin — a 25-acre con-
tainer, timber and rail trans-
load site and the former 
Unity Christian School.

“EPA is focused on de-
livering practical results 
that transform contam-
i n a t e d  p r o p e r t i e s  i n t o 
c l e a n ,  v a l u a b l e  s p a c -
es that spark economic 
growth and that directly 
benefit  American fami-
lies,” said Acting Assistant 
Administrator for Land 
and Emergency Manage-
ment Thomas Croci. “Ad-
dressing environmental 
contamination and reusing 
brownfield properties re-
vitalizes neighborhoods, 
drives local job creation 
and unleashes new eco-
nomic opportunities.”      

“ T h e s e  b r o w n f i e l d 
grants represent oppor-
tunities to reimagine con-
taminated properties as 
assets that meet the needs 
of communities,” said Re-
gional Administrator Kev-
in McOmber. “When you 
take a blighted property, 
clean it up and bring the 
community together to 
figure out how the proper-
ty should be redeveloped, 
you can generate a lot of 
excitement.”    

O t h e r  s e l e c t e d  a p -
pl icat ions for  the 2026 
B r o w n f i e l d  M u l t i p u r -
pose,  Assessment ,  and 
Cleanup Grants and RLF 

s u p p l e m e n t a l  f u n d i n g 
in Tennessee include:     

C i t y  o f  J a c k s o n  — 
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  C o m m u n i -
ty-wide Assessment Grant 
to conduct 12 Phase I and 
five Phase II environmen-
tal site assessments. The 
target areas for this grant 
are the Old Hickory/Jack-
son Plaza Redevelopment 
Area and the Downtown/
Airways Corridor. Priority 
sites include the 21-acre 
Jackson Plaza, which con-
tains an abandoned strip 
mall,  the 72-acre Bruce 
H a r d w o o d / A r m s t r o n g 
Flooring property, which 
historically manufactured 
wood f looring,  and the 
0.28-acre vacant Dudley’s 
Service Station. 

M e m p h i s ,  S h e l b y 
County Community Re-
development Agency — 
$765,000 Cleanup Grant 
to clean up the Former 
Ibrahim Site City of Mem-
phis. The 3.3-acre cleanup 
site includes a residential 
property, a grocery store, a 
dry cleaners and a gasoline 
station. The site has been 
vacant since the 1990s and 
is contaminated with pe-
troleum, volatile organic 
compounds and polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons. 

Grant recipients with vi-
a b l e  c l e a n u p  p r o j e c t s 
ready for work will help 
c o m m u n i t i e s  c o n t i n u e 
their  work to carr y out 
cleanup and redevelop-
m e n t  p ro j e c t s  o n  c o n -
t a m i n a t e d  b r o w n f i e l d 
properties.      

EPA Awards $1.5M Grant to Northwest 
Tennessee Development District
Grant to Assist in 
Cleanup from 2021 
Dresden Tornado

HUNTINGDON (June 20) — Over 30 individuals attended the annual Norandal Re-
tiree Luncheon on June 20 at the Carroll County Civic Center. This year’s luncheon 
was supported by the planning committee, headed by John Williams, entertainment 
by Carl Byars and catering by Hometown Hangout. Norandal retirees are pictured (L 
to R) Front Row: Ricky Lewis, Gene Burden, John Williams, Willard Sullivan, Mark 
King, Ed Harris, Robert Simmons, Larry Stephens, Louanne Blackketter, Sandy 
Hartz, David Rhodes, David Bales, Tricia Smothers, Betty Barnett and Coy Moore. 
Back Row: Keith McCaslin, Danny Hastings, Rickey Wilson, Buck Hudson, Randall 
Roark, Ronnie Williams, Harold McLain, Teresa Carnie, Pat Fisher, Charlotte Horn, 
Larry Renfroe, Donnie Hall, John Hickman and Tom Stines. Submitted photo

Norandal Retirees Gather 
For Annual Luncheon
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Finally, the ATA ac-
counting firm was ap-
pointed to conduct the 
city’s audit at a base cost 
of $32,600. The agree-
ment includes $3,500 
for a chart of accounts 
and an additional fee of 
$4,500 for further ser-
vices if required.

Carol Armpriest and Bob-
by Young, working with 
Public Works Director 
Johnny Mercer on roof-
ing quotes for the Street 
Department Building.

 The second committee 
comprised Tom Alexander 
and Tim McBride, work-

ing with McKenzie Rotary 
President Armand Hebert 
on finding a suitable loca-
tion for the Rotary Club’s 
food storage building. He-
bert addressed the council 
during citizens’ input, re-
questing the possible use 
of city property to locate 
a movable storage unit 
adjacent to City Hall.

 The next meeting is July 
7 at 6 p.m.

percent of these write-
offs stem from residential 
accounts, often involv-
ing customers who have 
moved out of the coun-
ty .  Fields  emphasize d 
that the write-off is an 
accounting step to com-
ply with GASB standards; 
however, CCED will con-
tinue its collection efforts. 
Any customer seeking to 
restore service in the fu-
ture must pay their out-
standing balance before 
new service is granted.

In other business, the 
Board addressed a vehi-
cle procurement bid for a 
2026 F-150, involving the 
trade-in of a 2015 Ford 
Explorer. Peppers Ford 
of McKenzie submitted 
a bid of $40,599, while 
Steve Marsh Ford of Mi-
lan offered $37,398. De-
spite the higher price, the 
Board voted unanimously 
to accept the bid from 
Peppers Ford, the lone 
in-county dealer, citing 

the fact that the vehicle 
was already in stock com-
pared to a multi-week de-
livery estimate from the 
Milan dealership.

G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r 
Ryan Drewr y provided 
a n  o p e ra t i o n a l  re p o r t 
highlighting significant 
electrical transmission 
line upgrades and pole 
replacements scheduled 
for the weekend along 
Highway 70W. The four-
hour project, beginning 
at 11:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
will involve the full line-
men crew with support 
from the Carroll County 
Rescue Squad, local law 
e n f o rc e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e 
Tennessee Department of 
Transportation for traffic 
control. These upgrades 
are essential for the in-
stallation of a new substa-
tion in the Leach commu-
nity, which is expected to 
be operational in the first 
quarter of 2027. Drewry 
also confirmed that 161-
KV breakers, which were 
ordered two years ago, 
have finally arrived at the 
downtown headquarters.

To  m i t i g a t e  t h e  i m -

pact of extreme summer 
heat, Drewry informed 
the Board that line crews 
will operate on a summer 
schedule from 6 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. through August. 

Chairman Lori Nolen 
announced that CCED 
contractors will now dis-
play signage featuring 
the department’s logo on 
their vehicles to ensure 
clear identification while 
operating in the field.

The meeting concluded 
with a tribute to Saman-
tha Carlton, the widow of 
Chance Carlton, for her 
advocacy in establishing 
the “Chance Carlton Law” 
in Tennessee. The legis-
lation, which designates 
linemen as first respond-
ers, provides $50,000 an-
nually for five years to 
the sur viving family of 
a l ineman who dies in 
a work-related accident. 
Chance Carlton lost his 
life in a work-related acci-
dent while serving CCED 
during a severe storm.

The next  me eting is 
July 30, 2:30 p.m. at the 
downtown Huntingdon 
office.

Electric
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i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  — 
HB2393/SB2310 aims to 
minimize screen time in 
the classroom by pro-
h i b i t i n g  k i n d e r g a r t e n 
through fifth-grade stu-
dents from accessing dig-
ital devices at school. 

Those students’ teach-
ers are also prevented 
from using digital devic-
es to provide instruction. 

Also prohibited under 
this new law is electronic 
testing for students K-5.

Digital devices are al-
lowed for some cases, in-
cluding but not limited 
to targeted instructional 
support, intervention or 
remediation; accommo-
dations or ser vices for 
students with disabili-
ties; and public virtual 
schools, home schools, 
remote instruction or hy-
brid learning days.

Charlie Kirk Ameri-
can Heritage Act — Pub-
lic  schools and public 
charter schools are now 
required to teach about 
the positive impacts of re-
ligion on American histo-
ry under HB1822/SB1828. 

The bil l  l ists  19 his-
torical subjects schools 
can use for instruction, 
including but not limit-
ed to the history of the 
pilgrims, the influence 
of religion on the Unit-
ed States Constitution, 
the concept of separating 
church and state, the role 
of  the Ten Command-
ments in shaping Amer-
ican law, how religious 
influences shaped Amer-
ican civil rights and the 
Civil  Rights Movement 
and the history of the na-
tional motto “In God We 
Trust.”

Child trafficking aware-
ness in schools — Public 
schools and public charter 
schools are required under 
SB1710/HB1527 to provide 
child trafficking awareness 
and prevention instruction 
to students in kindergar-
ten through twelfth grade 
during health classes. A 
“qualified healthcare pro-
fessional or social worker” 
can assist in teaching the 
subject.

E p i n e p h r i n e  i n 
s c h o o l s  —  S B 1 7 1 6 /
HB1550 allows all schools 
to keep epinephrine on 
hand to administer to a 
student believed to be 
experiencing a life-threat-
ening allergic or anaphy-
lactic reaction. The med-

ication should be avail-
able in at least two un-
locked, secure locations 
— including the school’s 
administrative office and 
cafeteria.

T h r e a t s  a g a i n s t 
schools and child care 
f a c i l i t i e s  —  S B 0 5 9 1 /
HB1273 makes it a Class 
E  f e l o n y  t o  re c k l e ss l y 
threaten mass violence at 
a child care agency, pre-
school or religious insti-
tution. This offense does 
not apply to a person with 
an intellectual disability. 

The bill also makes it a 
Class B felony to know-
ingly fail to report a threat 
of mass violence at a child 
care agency, preschool or 
religious institution.

A Class E felony is pun-
ishable by one to six years 
in prison and up to $3,000 
in fines. A Class B felony 
is punishable by 8 to 30 
years in prison and up to 
$25,000 in fines.

Underage vaping or 
tobac c o purchas e s  — 
SB1740/HB1679 estab-
lishes penalties for peo-
ple under 21 who illegally 
buy tobacco, hemp, vapor 
products or smokeless to-
bacco. Penalties include 
50 hours of community 
service, completion of a 
court-ordered program 
and a fine between $10 
and $50 for those aged 
18–21.

Retail theft registry — 
SB2265/HB2140 targets 
repeat and organized re-
tail theft by establishing 
a shoplifter registry. Re-
cords will stay on file for 
10 years after the most 
recent conviction. Only 
law enforcement agencies 
will be able to access the 
registry. 

The law also increases 
penalties for people who 
commit retail theft while 
carrying a firearm, am-
munition, firearm acces-
sory or anti-theft jammer. 
The penalty calls for a 
minimum sentence of 30 
days in jail. If the shop-
lifter is wearing a mask or 
using fake license plates 
during the crime, a judge 
could impose harsher 
sentences.

Emergenc y care for 
p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  — 
HB1943/SB1681 prohibits 
hospital emergency de-
partments from denying 
an appropriate medical 
screening examination 
t o  a  p re g n a n t  w o m a n 
who reports to be in ac-
tive labor or experiencing 
an emergency medical 
condition.

The bill also prohibits 

transferring a pregnant 
woman unless her con-
dition is stabilized.

Fines for violating this 
law can cost up to $50,000 
for large hospitals and 
up to $25,000 for small 
hospitals. Doctors who 
violate this law could face 
license sanctions and up 
to $50,000 in fines. 

L o cal  p olic e agre e-
m e n t s  w i t h  I C E  — 
HB2018/SB1486 requires 
law enforcement agen-
c i e s  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a n 
agreement with a federal 
287(g) immigration en-
forcement program. The 
law requires local law en-
forcement to “accept and 
honor” any immigration 
detainer from federal au-
thorities by complying 
with the requested condi-
tions in the immigration 
detainer.

C i t i z e n s h i p  c h e c k s 
for public b enefits  — 
SB1915/HB1710 requires 
local governments to ver-
ify that anyone applying 
for public benefits (i.e., 
financial aid or govern-
ment programs) is either 
a U.S. citizen or a legal 
resident.  Local  off ices 
must keep records and re-
port on how they are ver-
ifying individuals’ legal 
statuses, and Tennessee’s 
attorney general has the 
power to investigate any 
city or county that fails 
to perform these checks.

Verifying citizenship 
before receiving a pro-
fessional license — Ap-
plicants for any official 
state  “paper work ”  are 
required to prove they 
are U.S. citizens or legal 
residents under HB1709/
SB1901. Paper work in-
cludes professional l i-
censes, permits or official 
certifications. 

P r e v e n t i n g  u n d o c -
u m e n t e d  i m m i g ra n t s 
from driving commer-
cial vehicles — HB1706/
SB1587 makes it a Class 
A misdemeanor for un-
documented immigrants 
to operate a commercial 
motor vehicle (CMV) in 
the state of  Tennessee 
— even for those using 
out-of-state commercial 
vehicles. Direct emitters 
who knowingly allow an 
u n d o c u m e n t e d  i m m i -
grant to operate a CMV 
may also be charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor.

Local law enforcement 
agencies are required to 
notify federal immigra-
tion officials if they arrest 
a person who is accused 
of violating the new law. 

Laws
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Saturday, July 4 at dark 
—  E a s t v i e w  Fi r e w o r k s 
Show at the Carroll County 
Fairgrounds

T h e  C a r r o l l  C o u n t y 
Chamber of  Commerce 
h o l d s  a n  A m e r i c a  2 5 0 
event Saturday, July 18 from 

9-11:30 a.m., recognizing 
the day the Declaration of 
Independence was read to 
the public in Boston for the 
first time. In celebration, 
Carroll County officials will 
read the Declaration of In-
dependence at the Carroll 
County Court House. 

Events compiled by the 
Carroll County Chamber 
of Commerce. Times and 
dates are subject to change.

Gleason Happy Birthday 
America Celebration

A Happy Birthday Amer-
ica 250th Anniversary cel-
ebration is in downtown 
Gleason on Friday, July 3. 
A parade begins at 6 p.m. 
Local talent begins at 6:30 
p.m. featuring Hadley Gar-
rison and Jade Kowalewski. 
A classic car cruise-in is on 
Magnolia Avenue at 7 p.m. 
Fireworks are at 9 p.m.

Events
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- Follow all local laws and 
ordinances.

City Ordinance Reminder
The purchase and dis-

charge of fireworks with-
in the City of McKenzie 
is  governed by specific 
ordinances. 

Fireworks can be sold 
during two specific time 

periods: June 20–July 5 and 
December 20–January 1. 

Fireworks may be dis-
charged from June 27–July 5 
between the hours of 8 a.m. 
and 10 p.m. and December 
31 at 8 a.m. through January 
1 at 1 a.m.

Fireworks are prohibit-
ed within 600 feet of busi-
nesses, churches, hospitals, 
schools and asylums.

No one under the age of 
18 can purchase fireworks. 
Intoxicated persons also 
cannot purchase fireworks.

The city may require per-
mits for certain types of fire-
works displays. 

Violations can result in 
fines.

If you have any questions 
about local laws, contact 
MPD at 731-352-2264.

The City of McKenzie will 
have food trucks set up at 
or around 6 p.m. at McK-
enzie City Park on July 4. 
The city’s annual fireworks 
display begins at approxi-
mately dusk. The park will 
close to traffic at 4 p.m.

In the second week of Bethel University’s turf replacement project at Walter Butler 
Stadium, the football field was completely stripped of its decade-old turf. The foot-
ball field’s turf removal process began Monday, June 15, and crews have now begun 
placing new turf on the field. In March 2026, Bethel University’s Vice President 
of Athletics, Derek Horne spoke to the McKenzie Rotary Club about the project, 
noting that the school’s primary concern is ensuring the safety of student athletes. 
Officials told The Banner that the new turf must be placed by July 15 for the return 
of football players for preseason activities. Drone photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner

Progress Made in Bethel 
University Turf Replacement

Construction continues in 
Trezevant on the realigned 
State Route 76/U.S.79, a road 
that will eventually be a min-
imum of four lanes of high-
way between McKenzie and 
Milan. The road, proposed 
over two decades ago, is be-
ing built in three sections.

 Phase 1: Cades-Atwood 
Road to SR 77 (Atwood 

Area)
Status: Completed and 

Open. * Details: This initial 
$29.7+ million contract was 
awarded to Delta Contract-
ing Company to build a new 
4.8-mile alignment bypassing 
southeast of Atwood. Though 

originally slated for comple-
tion in mid-2025, this phase 
opened seven months ahead 
of schedule in November 
2024.

 Phase 2: SR 77 to Cutlip 
Lane (Trezevant Bypass)
Status: Active Construc-

tion. * Details: This phase 
picks up at SR 77 and contin-
ues past Trezevant to Cutlip 
Lane, creating a bypass to the 
southeast of Trezevant. Work 
includes grading, drainage, 
construction of noise walls, 
signals, and paving.

Active operations in the 
Trezevant area mean several 
traffic shifts and local road 

closures are in place:
Cutlip Lane / US 79 Align-

ment Shift: Traffic has been 
shifted to a new alignment 
from near Cutlip Lane to the 
Connector Road leading into 
Trezevant. The speed limit is 
reduced to 35 MPH. Motor-
ists proceed down this new 
alignment to an all-way stop 
before transitioning onto Old 
US 79 (SR 76).

Once Phase 2 is finished, 
the final piece of the puzzle—
Phase 3 (Cutlip Lane to Syd-
nor Road in McKenzie)—will 
complete the wider corridor. 
However, Phase 3 is currently 
waiting for funding allocation 
in TDOT’s long-term plan.

 Work Continues on State 
Route 76/US 79 in Trezevant

  A photo of the construction work on State Route 76/US 79 as pictured from the 
intersection of State Route 105 in Trezevant. Photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner

“Maggie Monster” Vowell are 
Wednesday, July 1, 2026, at 
11 a.m. at Brummitt-McKen-
zie Funeral Home.

The family will receive 
friends on Tuesday, June 
30, 2026, 5-8 p.m. and on 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. until 
service time. Interment will 
follow at Olive Branch Cem-
etery, Como, Tenn.

Miss Vowell, 3, died at 
Baptist Hospital Carroll 
County on June 25, 2026. 
She was born in Union City 
on October 16, 2022, to Jeter 
Vowell and Diana Turnbo 
Searatt.

She is survived by her par-
ents, Jeter and Diana; her 
siblings, Jerry Vowell, Mason 
Searatt, Noah Searatt, Ma-
cie Searatt, Pearl Vowell and 
Eddy Vowell; her  paternal 
grandmother, Mary Vow-
ell;  maternal grandparents, 
Lisa Hugueley and bonus 

grandparents, Steven and 
Tammy Maxwell;  and two 
uncles, Josh (Madison) Vow-
ell and Kyle (Sarah) Maxwell.

She is preceded in death 
by her grandfathers, Eddie 
Hugueley and Randy Vow-
ell; and her aunt, Margaret 
Vowell.

Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home.

Editor's Note: The Banner 
extends our deepest sympa-
thies to the family of Mary 
Margaret “Maggie Monster” 
Vowell. 

Drowning
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THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

What Were Those Guys Thinking!

Things In My Head with Charles Manfredi Casseroles and Deer Heads
Sarah was the kind of 

woman who kept casseroles 
in the freezer ready to pop 
one in the oven for every 
occasion, like a funeral or 
a birth, or when a woman 
had surgery and couldn’t 
cook for the family, or, of 
course, when there was a 
potluck meal at church. The 
words “Hamburger Help-
er” never came out of her 
mouth. Casserole was her 
love language, and she was 
fluent at it.

She loved laughing and 
teasing in a good-natured 
sort of way.

Her Achille’s heel was she 
was a little high strung, and, 
unfortunately for her, I knew 
it. Even though she was old 
enough to be my mother, I 
had fun getting her worked 
up.

For instance, the time 
our church hired a new 
preacher, Jim, who was an 
avid deer hunter, and rather 
than trusting any movers to 
move his two prize, mount-
ed deer heads, he brought 
them himself and put them 
in his office until his fam-
ily got settled in their new 
house. 

I didn’t know Jim, but that 
didn’t matter. My thought 
was, what better way to 
break in a new preacher 
than to steal his deer heads 
out of his office? Yes, that’s 
what I thought, and, of 
course, that’s what I did.

(No doubt God’s going to 
have a lengthy list to discuss 
with me when I reach the 
pearly gates. I’m just hop-
ing he’ll let me in on a trial 
basis.)

Several days went by 
without Jim mentioning his 
missing deer heads, which 
told me he was an experi-
enced practical joker. “Never 
show your hand” is the rule, 
whether you’re the victim or 
the perpetrator.

Of course, eventually, he 
asked me if I knew anything 
about them, and, of course, 
I lied. 

(Add that one to the list, 
too, Lord.)

Rumors revealed he was 
asking lots of folks at church, 
including Sarah, if they knew 
anything about them.

Just to see how she’d react, 
I cornered Sarah about it at 
church, accusing her of be-
ing the one playing the joke 
on Jim. You’d have thought 

I accused her of having an 
affair with the Pope. 

Her eyes bugged out as 
she pointed her finger at 
me. “Don’t you dare accuse 
me of doing it! I don’t know 
anything about it. If it’s any-
body, it’s you!”

I confess, my reputation 
warranted the accusation, 
but I gave an Oscar-wor-
thy performance of being 
wounded by her.

After several weeks, like a 
kettle on the eye of a stove, 
the joke reached a boiling 
point, so I decided to wrap 
up the little caper and con-
fess to Jim what I’d done.

You know what’s better 
than being a practical jok-
er? It’s finding out your new 
preacher is one, too. 

What happens when two 
practical jokers join forces? 
They hatch a plan to turn 
the joke onto Sarah.

Step one was Jim feigning 
to be really upset about his 
missing deer heads, which 
sent Sarah straight to me.

“Jim’s really upset about 
this. You need to give him 
back his deer heads.”

Step two: (another lie) 
“Sarah, I don’t know what 
you’re talking about, but 
you’re right about him being 
upset. You need to give him 
back his deer heads.”

She gave me a hard look 
and stormed off.

Step three: enlist the aid of 
Sarah’s son in the plan. 

After church one night, he 
took his parents out to eat, 
which opened the door to 
step four.

While they were eating, 
Jim and I broke into their 
house and hid the deer 
heads in the closet of a spare 
bedroom, hiding them in 
such a way that as soon 
as the door opened, they 
would be the first things 
seen.

Step five: Jim and I went 
home.

Step six: an hour after 
bedtime, Jim and I went 
back to Sarah’s house where 
all the lights were off. 

I knocked on the door 
and waited. 

After several minutes, her 
husband, Malcolm, turned 
on the porch light. 

Dressed in pajamas and 
a robe, he squinted at us. 
“What’s up fellas?” he asked.

With faces as serious as 
funeral directors, I said, 

“We need to come in. We’ve 
got something serious to 
discuss.”

Malcolm backed out of 
the way so we could come 
in just as Sarah was coming 
down the stairs tying her 
robe.

“What’s going on?” she 
asked. “Is everything okay?”

I played the role of a pros-
ecuting attorney. 

“No, no it’s not, Sarah. It’s 
about those deer heads. It’s 
time for this joke to be over 
with and give them back 
to Jim.”

Sarah cackled. “If you 
think those deer heads are 
in this house, go right ahead 
and help yourself; look any-
where you want. They’re 
not here.”

That was the steel trap of 
step seven snapping shut.

We strolled through the 
house, purposely saving the 
closet where the deer heads 
were till last.

After each opened door, 
each looking under beds, 
Sarah said triumphantly, 
“I told you so. They’re not 
here.”

When we got to the final 
closet, the four of us stood in 
a semicircle.

Taking hold of the door-
knob, I turned it and swung 
open the door.

Antlers and glass eyes 
greeted us.

Sarah’s screams were 
heard a mile away. Grab-
bing her chest, she stumbled 
backwards. Malcolm was 
the only reason she didn’t 
fall on the floor.

Protests and denials tum-
bled out of her mouth like 
mice fleeing from a cat.

It took some time to ex-
plain all the details of the 
joke, but everyone was 
laughing about it by the time 
we left, even Sarah.

But just as I stepped off 
the porch, she fired this 
warning, “You just wait, 
David Johnson. I’ll get you 
back.”

You know what’s hard 
to do? Having your mind 
where it needs to be when 
you’re at church, while at the 
same time watching your 
back and guessing how re-
venge will be exacted on 
you.

* Taken from The Wit and 
Wisdom of David Johnson, 
Volume III: A Harrowing 
Halloween Tale

I’m talking about Samu-
el Adams, Dr. Joseph War-
re n ,  J O H N  H A N C O C K , 
Penelope Barker, Thomas 
Jefferson…all the men and 
women who had gathered 
in quiet places to discuss 
hard questions about life, 
British rule, independence, 
and the future.

As these rebels  grew 
more numerous, more de-
termined, and louder, they 
began to meet in better sur-
roundings; most notably 
Faneuil Hall and the Old 
South Meeting House in 
Boston, and the Pennsyl-
vania State House (we now 
refer to it as Independence 
Hall) in Philadelphia.

I wonder what was run-
ning through the minds of 
those patriots standing on 
the famed Lexington Green 
in the early dawn on April 
19, 1775, as the British Red-
coats appeared out of the 
mist. One could only imag-
ine their pounding heart-
beats might have drowned 
out any thoughts at all! No 
one is sure who fired first, 
but there is not much doubt 
that turning back was going 
to be less of an option.  

And oh, how I wish I 
could have been at Bun-
ker Hill in June of that year. 
Uh…uh…as long as I was 
way over on the backside 
away from the firing, may-
be behind a brick wall. 
Seemingly every English 
soldier in the universe was 
charging up that hill once, 
twice…a third time! We held 
them off and held them off, 
until our meager supply of 
ammunition ran out.  

History records we were 
throwing rocks at them 
when they overran us.

We may not know what 
they were thinking…but we 
do know they were abso-
lutely dead serious about it!

The fledgling Continental 
Congress certainly had their 
hands full. A third of the 
country wanted the pro-
tection and trade that ac-
companied being a colony 
of Britain. Others wanted 
a British government that 
would respect our rights. 
While still others felt the 
only recourse was war and 

total independence.
Talk about a mixed bag 

of thoughts and sleepless 
nights.

The summer of  1776 
found them at the “fish or 
cut bait” stage. Acquiesce 
or fight. Give in or all in. 
Please understand, there 
were no crystal balls. It is 
a thin line between a leap 
of faith…and a lamebrain 
idea! And the British Army 
was the mightiest force on 
earth at the time.

Ben Franklin’s immortal 
words, “We must all hang 
together or most assuredly, 
we shall all hang separately” 
were more than a catchy 
phrase. It was a fact of life 
for those people!

Doubt and uncertainty 
were the order of the day; 
anxiety abounded on every 
side over what the future 
might hold. You can bet 
they were more worried 
about their own skin than 
what America might look 
like on July 4, 2026.

The Declaration of In-
dependence is just about 
the last word on how to 
get a new country up and 
running. It plainly stated 
we were officially in this 
war as an independent and 
free nation. It led many to 
join the fight. It inspired. 
It uplifted. Its words have 
resonated down through 
the ages.

But it didn’t leave the 
British shaking in their 
boots. It made them mad. 
More resolute. And they 
knew how to fight!

After several American 
defeats across New York in 
the fall of 1776, with Gen-
eral Washington’s army re-
treating and retreating, I 
would imagine many of the 
patriots’ minds pondered 
on Franklin’s dire warning. 
Our six-month-old nation 
could not retreat forever, 
and survive!

You know what followed, 
Washington, and his ill-
equipped, outnumbered, 
and beleaguered army, 
turned around on Christ-
mas Day, 1776. In freezing 
temperatures and a fierce 
winter storm they crossed 
the ice-filled Delaware Riv-

er at night and marched 
nine miles to Trenton, New 
Jersey, and won a stunning 
victory.  

Most of the American 
troops had no shoes, or 
ones that were falling apart. 
Many had rags tied around 
their feet.  When it  was 
asked how they managed 
to stay intact in the horren-
dous weather, the reply was, 
“We followed the bloody 
footprints in the snow.”

It wasn’t over, of course. 
Valley Forge was tough. As 
was Brandywine. It took five 
more years until the English 
forces under Lord Cornwal-
lis surrendered at Yorktown.

But it  is still  the best 
“Birth of a Nation” story 
that I’ve ever heard!

It hasn’t been a perfect 
ride. I wish those Found-
ing Fathers had put some-
thing in the Constitution 
about telemarketers and 
traffic jams. It would have 
been nice to have a clause 
that said we could not start 
another war until we had 
paid for the last one. Why 
didn’t they include a law 
that mandated that if The 
United States of America 
got more than ten thousand 
dollars in debt all Congres-
sional paychecks were fro-
zen until they balanced the 
books.  

And gosh, it looks like 
they could have outlawed 
political parties from the 
very beginning, and done 
the same thing with the des-
ignated hitter rule.

250 years is a long time. 
And it is a happy birthday 
for us. We should celebrate. 
We should be proud. We 
should be appreciative. We 
should wake up every day 
in complete awe!

To  d o  a n y t h i n g  l e s s 
would seem like we have 
failed those outstanding 
early Americans…who were 
throwing rocks at bullets, 
and left their bloody foot-
prints in the snow….

Respectfully,
Kes   

kesley45@aol.com  

Graham Cracker
Candy Cookie

2 cup sugar
1 cup milk
Cook until it forms a 

soft ball. Add 1 stick oleo, 
20 large marshmallows 
-cut up so they melt faster. 
Then add 2 cup crushed 
graham crackers, 1 cup 
coconut, 1 cup nuts. Mix 
well and drop onto waxed 
paper.

Chess Bars
1 box yellow cake mix
1  b ox  c o n f e c t i o n e r s 

sugar
3 eggs 
1 stick melted butter
1 -8 oz. cream cheese
Preheat oven to 350 de-

grees. Grease cake pan; 

set aside. Mix cake mix, 
1 egg, and melted butter. 
Press mixture in bottom 
of pan. Set pan aside. Mix 
box of confectioner sugar, 
2 eggs and cream cheese, 
pour mixture over crust 
prepared in cake pan. Bake 
at 350 degrees for 30 to 35 
minutes or until golden 
brown. Cool and cut into 
bars.

Velveeta Cheese Fudge
1/2 pound margarine
1 / 2  p o u n d  Ve l v e e t a 

cheese
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
2 lbs powdered sugar
1/2 cup cocoa
1/2 cup nuts or coconut
Over low heat melt to-

gether, cut up margarine, 

cheese and vanilla. In a 
large bowl put sugar and 
cocoa. Add melted mix-
ture to sugar and cocoa. 
Mix well until very smooth. 
(Knead if necessary). Put 
in a large flat greased pan 
and refrigerate.  Makes 
about 3 pounds.

Pork Chop Casserole
4 thin pork chops
1 tablespoon oil
1 large onion -sliced
4 cup can cut green 

beans
1/2 cup water or green 

bean liquid
1 teaspoon salt
In medium skillet brown 

chops in oil, remove chops, 
set aside. Cook onion in 
skillet until lightly brown. 
Place onions and beans 
in greased 11x7 baking 
dish. Pour on water and 
sprinkle with salt.  Top 
with browned chops. Cov-
er with foil. Bake in pre-
heated 350 degree oven 
45 minutes or until tender.

Frozen Salad
1 cup crushed pineapple   

8 oz. cool whip
2 pkg peach jello
1 cup chopped nuts
2 cup buttermilk
Mix and freeze.
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Stones For Your Loved Ones
Largest Display of Memorials in W. Tennessee

“GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES”

Henry County Monument Works
1203 S. Dunlap St., Paris, Tenn.  38242

THE TRAVIS FAMILY • Serving this area since 1924
731-642-2885 • www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

Honoring
 a Lifetime

A1
00

/T
F

When you’re ready, we’re here.
No letters, no agents.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45

Greenfield, TN 38230

Traditional & Custom Headstones
 Etchings • Benches • Pet Markers 
Cremation Memorials • And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Our funeral plans have the protection by the 
State of Tennessee through Tennessee 

Pre-Paid Funeral Benefi ts Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222

Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811
A5091/TF

Our funerarallll lllplplananss hhhhahaveve ttthhhhehe pprorottetecction by the

BRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME

All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE
731-642-7171

A4
36

5/2
6-1

BACKROOMS (R)

Tues.  4:35 • 7:35
Wed.  1:35 • 4:35 • 7:35

Thurs.  4:35 • 7:35

DISCLOSURE DAY (PG-13)
Tues.  4:25 • 7:25

Wed.  1:25 • 4:25 • 7:25
Thurs.  4:25 • 7:25

JACKASS: BEST AND LAST (R)
Tues.  4:35 • 7:35

Wed.  1:35 • 4:35 • 7:35
Thurs.  4:35 • 7:35

TOY STORY 5 (PG)

Tues.  4:30 (3D) • 7:30
Wed.  1:30 • 4:30 (3D) • 7:30

Thurs.  4:30 (3D) • 7:30

SUPERGIRL (PG-13)

Tues.  4:30 (3D) • 7:30
Wed.  1:30 • 4:30 (3D) • 7:30

Thurs.  4:30 (3D) • 7:30

MASTERS OF THE 
UNIVERSE (PG-13)

Tues.  4:25 • 7:25
Wed.  1:25 • 4:25 • 7:25

Thurs.  4:25 • 7:25

SHERIFF TOWN HALL 
COMING JUNE 30

The McKenzie Banner 
and The Carroll County 
Observer are organizing 
a Carroll County Sheriff ’s 
Town Hall and Communi-
ty Forum on Tuesday, June 
30, 2026 at 6 p.m. at the 
Carroll County Civic Cen-
ter at 201 Mustang Drive 
in Huntingdon to meet the 
three candidates vying for 
the Sheriff ’s position: Eric 
Sawyers, Michael A. Smith 
and Ryan White.

The moderator will be 
retired Circuit Court Judge 
Donald Parish. News me-
dia will be broadcasting 
the event. Early voting is 
July 17-August 1. Election 
day is August 6, 2026.

THE BANNER CLOSED 
JULY 3

The Banner office will 
be closed on Friday, July 3 
in observance of Indepen-
dence Day. The office will 
reopen on Monday, July 6 
at 8:30 a.m.

McKENZIE FARMER’S 
MARKET

The McKenzie Farmer’s 
Market, across from City 
Hall on Cedar Street, is 
open each Saturday until 
the end of October from 8 
a.m. until noon.

CARROLL COUNTY 
JULY 4 EVENTS

Friday, July 3 at dark – 
Terry Volunteer Fire De-
partment Fireworks Show

Friday and Saturday, 
July 3-4, gates open at 5:30 
p.m. – Clayhill Motorsports 
Park Freedom and Fire-
works Celebration Nights

Saturday, July 4 at 5 
p.m. – Freedom Festival 
at McKenzie Recreational 
Park

Saturday, July 4 at 5:30 
p.m. – McLemoresville 
Parade; Fireworks Show 
at dark

Saturday, July 4 at 6 p.m. 
– Hollow Rock Fire De-
partment Fireworks Show 
and Music at Central High 
School

Saturday, July 4 at dark 
– Eastview Fireworks Show 
a t  t h e  Ca r ro l l  C o u n t y 
Fairgrounds

Events compiled by the 
Carroll  County Cham-
ber of Commerce. Times 
and dates are subject to 
change.

GLEASON HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY AMERICA 

CELEBRATION
A Happy Birthday Amer-

ica 250th Anniversary cel-
ebration is in downtown 
Gleason on Friday, July 3. 
A parade begins at 6 p.m. 
Local talent begins at 6:30 
p.m. featuring Hadley Gar-

rison and Jade Kowalewski. 
A classic car cruise-in is on 
Magnolia Avenue at 7 p.m. 
Fireworks are at 9 p.m.

CARROLL COUNTY 
E911 BUDGET MEETING

T h e  C a r r o l l  C o u n t y 
Emergenc y Communi-
cation District  Budget 
Committee meets in a 
regular scheduled meet-
ing Tuesday, June 23 at 
5:30 p.m. at 20405 East 
Main Stre et ,  Hunting-
don. Citizens desiring to 
publicly comment at the 
meeting on an agenda 
item must register with 
the district at 731-986-
8911. A copy of the Public 
Comment Policy may be 
obtained at the district of-
fice, temporarily located 
at 20405 East Main Street, 
Huntingdon.

McKENZIE ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION 

DECADES REUNION
Plans are underway for 

the third annual MHSAA 
Decades Reunion week-
end on September 25-26. 
All MHS alumni are invit-
ed to return to McKenzie 
to reconnect with friends, 
classmates, former teach-
ers through many reunions 
and other planned events. 
Updates on the upcom-
ing weekend will be on 
the alumni association’s 
Facebook site and in The 
McKenzie Banner.  For 
more information, email 
mckenziehsalumni.tn@
gmail.com.

MHS CLASS OF 1976 
REUNION

McKenzie High School 
Class of 1976 is holding 
a 50-year class reunion 
on September 26, 1 p.m. 
a t  C h a n d l e r  Fa r m s  i n 
McKenzie. The event is 
in conjunction with the 
MHS Alumni Association 
annual reunion. For more 
information, e-mail Amy 
Rich Carter at amyrcar-
ter58@gmail.com or Mar-
sha Spain Smith at smith-
marsha99@yahoo.com.

THE BREAKFAST 
CLUB AT HOMETOWN 

HEALTH CLINIC
Everyone is invited to 

The Breakfast Club ev-
ery Monday from 9-10:30 
a.m. for coffee, snacks, 
mingling and a light ac-
tivity.  Take the chance 
to connect and socialize 
before getting interactive 
with games, light exercise 
and fun! Bring a friend 
and come make new ones 
a t  H o m e t o w n  H e a l t h 
Clinic - Pediatrics/Spe-
cialty Entrance. We can’t 
wait to see you there!

CARROLL HUMANE 
SOCIETY EVENTS, 

NEWS
Cat Vouchers

Cat spay/neuter vouch-
ers are always available for 

$60. To purchase by phone 
for use at Paris Vet Clin-
ic, call 731-514-0878 and 
leave a message. These 
are available to anyone 
regardless of residency. We 
now offer cat vouchers to 
Carroll County residents 
for $60 at the Huntingdon 
Animal Clinic. These must 
be purchased in person at 
the shelter with cash or 
card, and proof of residen-
cy is required. However, 
Carroll Co. residents can 
still use Paris Vet Clinic if 
preferred.

ALA UNIT 47 FAMILY 
DANCE NIGHT

The American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 47 hosts a 
Family Dance Night ev-
ery Thursday night from 
7-9 p.m. at the Carroll 
County Civic Center, 201 
Fairgrounds Rd, Hunting-
don. A different band is 
featured each week. All 
are welcome – singles and/
or partners. Admission is 
$8. Limited snacks and 
refreshments available for 
purchase. For the band 
schedule, check out our 
Facebook page: American 
Legion Auxiliary, Hunting-
don, TN Unit 47.

McKENZIE TOPS 
MEETS WEEKLY

Win over weight with 
support and encourage-
ment by meeting with 
the McKenzie Chapter of 
TOPS (Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly) each Monday 
at 3 p.m. in the McKenzie 
Church of Christ gymna-
sium. The first meeting is 
free. For more information, 
call 731-352-7309. If no 
answer, leave a message.

CARROLL COMMISSION 
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Com-
mission meets the second 
Monday of each month, 
7 p.m., in the Conference 
Room of the Carroll Coun-
ty Office Complex, High 
Street, Huntingdon. No 
meetings in February and 
July.

CARROLL COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

MEETS MONTHLY
T h e  C a r r o l l  C o u n t y 

Democratic Party meets 
the second Saturday of 
every month at 10 a.m. at 
the Carroll County Com-
plex at 625 High Street, 
Huntingdon.

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location 
— Adult Education Build-
ing, 14155 Paris Street. 
Office hours are Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday, 
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Classes 
are offered for one-on-
one instruction on Mon-
days, 1-4 p.m. and Thurs-
days, 9 a.m.-NOON. For 
more information, phone 
731-364-5481.

BRIAN K. SAVAGE
1977 — 2026

McKENZIE —  Brian K. 
Savage, 48, of Powers Lake, 
N.D., formerly of McKenzie, 
died on June 13, 2026, at 
Trinity Medical Center in 
Minot, after a courageous 
three-and-a-half-year battle 
with cancer. He was born 
on August 23, 1977, to Har-
ry and Mary (Rimmer) Sav-
age in McKenzie.

In his younger years, 
Brian attended school in 
McKenzie. Growing up, he 
enjoyed riding horses, hunt-
ing, racing cars, and spend-
ing as much time outdoors 
as possible.

On February 26, 1999, 
Brian married the love of 
his life, Tonya, in McKenzie. 
Together, they built a life 
centered around family and 
raised four children.

Brian spent many years 
working at a scrap yard 
owned by Tonya’s uncles 
before eventually purchas-
ing a scrap yard of his own. 
It was a fitting career for a 
man who never met a piece 
of “junk” he didn’t think 
might be useful someday. 
In 2014, Brian and his fam-
ily moved to Powers Lake, 
N.D., to pursue opportuni-
ties in the oil field.

In his free time, Brian 
enjoyed hunting with his 
brother,  camping, tack-
ling all kinds of redneck 
projects, listening to Hank 
Williams, Jr., and driving 
around in his Ranger—his 
“scooter,” as he liked to call 
it. Above all else, he cher-
ished the time he spent 
with his wife, children, and 
grandchildren.

Brian was truly one of 
a kind. He was a simple 
man with a sharp wit, a 
sarcastic sense of humor, 
and a knack for making 
people laugh. If you asked 
Brian, there wasn’t much 
in life that couldn’t be fixed 
with a cigarette, a glass of 
sweet tea, and a roll of duct 
tape. He smoked some of 
the best barbecue around, 
could fix just about any-
thing, and always seemed 

to have a funny or sarcas-
tic remark ready at a mo-
ment’s notice. He loved 
teasing those he cared 
about most, especially his 
wife, often worrying her 
just for a laugh. Beneath 
that playful nature was a 
man who loved his family 
fiercely and would do any-
thing for them.

Brian leaves behind his 
beloved wife, Tonya Sav-
age; his children, Chris 
(Paige) Savage, Beth Sav-
age (Robbie Johnson), Da-
kota (Kayla) Savage and 
Hunter (Emilee) Savage; 
and his cherished grand-
children, Charlie and Av-
ery Savage; Hadley John-
son; Caiden Johnson and 
Barrett Savage; Hallie Jo 
Savage; Riley, Oakley, and 
Kinsley Sandifer, and their 
mother, Noelle. He is also 
survived by his brother, Bil-
ly (Angie) Savage, as well 
as many nieces, nephews, 
extended family members, 
and friends who will miss 
him dearly.

Brian was preceded in 
death by his parents, Harry 
and Mary Savage.

Brian’s legacy lives on 
through the family he loved, 
the memories he created, 
and the laughter he brought 
to those around him. He 
will be deeply missed and 
forever remembered.

Fulkerson Stevenson Fu-
neral Home of Tioga, N.D., 
is assisting the family.

Graveside Service
Burial will be in the St. 

James Catholic Cemetery in 
Powers Lake, N.D. +

BRIAN FLETCHER
1966 —�2026

HUNTINGDON — Mr. 
B r i a n  F l e t c h e r,  6 0 ,  o f 
Huntingdon, died on Mon-
day, June 22, 2026, at Van-
derbilt Medical Center in 
Nashville.

Funeral services will be 
private for the family.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
be made to the Carroll 
County Humane Society or 
St. Jude Children’s Hospital.

Mr. Fletcher was born 
Fe b r u a r y  2 0 ,  1 9 6 6 ,  i n 
Huntingdon, to the late 
William Woodall Fletch-
er and Kathleen Johnson 
Fletcher. He was a laborer 
for Waste Management. He 

was also preceded in death 
by brothers Randy Foster 
and William H. Fletcher.

He is survived by two 
sisters, Tracy Bray (Jim) of 
Milan, and Vivian Carroll 
(Ray) of Huntingdon; and 
a brother, Donnie Fletcher 
(Libby) of Huntingdon. He 
also leaves three nieces, a 
nephew, three great neph-
ews, a great niece, and his 
cat, Fuzzy.

Chase Funeral Home.

MARY MARGARET 
VOWELL

2022 — 2026
McKENZIE — Funeral 

services for Mary Margaret 
“Maggie Monster” Vowell 
are Wednesday, July 1, 2026, 
at 11 a.m. at Brummitt-McK-
enzie Funeral Home.

The family will receive 
friends on Tuesday, June 
30, 2026, 5-8 p.m. and on 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. until 
service time. Interment will 
follow at Olive Branch Cem-
etery, Como, Tenn.

Miss Vowell, 3, died at 
Baptist Hospital Carroll 
County on June 25, 2026. 
She was born in Union City 
on October 16, 2022, to Jeter 
Vowell and Diana Turnbo 
Searatt.

She is survived by her par-
ents, Jeter and Diana; her 
siblings, Jerry Vowell, Ma-
son Searatt, Noah Searatt, 
Macie Searatt, Pearl Vowell 
and Eddy Vowell; paternal 
grandmother, Mary Vowell; 
maternal grandparents, Lisa 
Hugueley and bonus grand-
parents, Steven and Tammy 
Maxwell; and two uncles, 
Josh (Madison) Vowell and 
Kyle (Sarah) Maxwell.

She is preceded in death 
by her grandfathers, Eddie 
Hugueley and Randy Vow-
ell; and her aunt, Margaret 
Vowell.

Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home.

McKENZIE — Carroll 
Arts, Inc. hosts its annual 
Creativity Camp Monday, 
July 6 through Friday, July 
10 at First Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church on 
Highland Drive from 1-4 
p.m. daily.

Elementary and mid-
dle school students from 
Carroll County are invited 
to attend.

Each day of the camp 
includes activities in mu-
sic, art, creative writing 
and drama.

Instructors for the camp 
are McKenzie Elementa-
ry music teacher Joanna 
Turner,  Clarksburg art 

teacher Leann Edwards, 
retired teacher Marlene 
Kreuter (creative writing) 
and retired teachers De-
nise Sam and Glynda Rich 
(drama).

Snacks will be provided 
daily.

The camp concludes 
with a Celebration of the 
Arts on Friday at 3 p.m. 
Families are invited to 
see what the kids have 
learned and created.

Enrollment in the camp 
is $40 per child. For fam-
ilies enrolling more than 
one child, the fee for each 
additional enrollee after 
the first is reduced to $35.

Fi n a l  re g i st ra t i o n  i s 
f r o m  1 2 : 3 0 - 1  p. m .  o n 
the f i rst  day of  camp. 
To  p re - re g i s t e r  o r  f o r 
more information, mes-
sage Carroll Arts, Inc. on 
Facebook.

Carroll Arts Creativity Camp is Next Week

We Will Be 
Closed on 

Friday, July 3!

Renew 
Today!

BANNER
THETHE McKenzie, Tennessee

731-352-3323
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BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE — The City 
of McKenzie recently an-
nounced headlining enter-
tainers for the 2026 Sweet 
Tea Festival to be held 
downtown August 20-23, 
including DEK of Hearts, 
Vonda Peet & Company and 
the Bethel University Re-
naissance Bluegrass Band.

After welcoming an esti-
mated 4,000 attendees last 
year, the Sweet Tea Festival 
continues to grow as one of 
McKenzie’s signature com-
munity events. This year’s 
festival features a full week-
end of community activities, 
arts and crafts vendors, live 
music and family-friend-
ly entertainment, with ad-
ditional events to be an-
nounced at a later date.

The festival begins Thurs-
day, August 20, with Carroll 
Arts presenting A Southern 

Fried Funeral at 7 p.m. in 
the Park Theatre, offering 
an entertaining kickoff to 
the weekend celebration. 
An encore performance is 
Sunday, August 23 at 2 p.m.

Arts and crafts vendors 
will be open Friday, Au-
gust 21, from 6-9 p.m. and 
Saturday, August 22, from 
10 a.m.-8 p.m., giving fes-
tivalgoers the opportuni-
ty to shop from local and 
regional makers, artisans 
and small businesses. Live 
music is also on Saturday.

Headliner DEK of Hearts 
is a Nashville-based coun-
try-pop trio who finished 
in third place on last year’s 
Season 28 of NBC’s The 
Voice. Members of the 
group are Dylan John, Em-
ily Clapp and Kollin Bailey.

Vonda Peet & Company 
are a Jackson-based group 
who perform R&B, soul and 
pop music.

The Bethel University Re-

naissance Bluegrass Band 
is an award-winning group 
consisting of Mary Parker, 
Gordon Parker, Koltyn West 
and Paul Grace.

“The Sweet Tea Festival 
continues to be a special 
opportunity to bring people 
together in McKenzie,” said 
McKenzie Mayor Ryan Grif-
fin. “From live music and 
local vendors to the arts and 
community fellowship, this 
event celebrates the spirit of 
our city and the people who 
make it special.”

Additional festival details, 
including more events and 
activities, will be announced 
soon. Vendor applications 
and more information are 
available at mckenzietn.
o r g / re s i d e n t s / e v e n t s /
sweet-tea-festival/.

For more information, 
follow the City of McKen-
zie and Sweet Tea Festival 
updates online.

McKENZIE (June 18) — 
The Rotary Club of McKenzie 
installed new officers for the 
2026-27 club year at the Vera 
Low Center on the campus of 
Bethel University.  

Ricky Price, the 2025-26 
club president, helped launch 
a mission to better serve the 
community through a food 
distribution program. Just 
last week, the club, with fi-
nancial assistance from area 
churches and Baptist Hospi-
tal-Carroll County, provided 
more than 400 meals to area 
people in need.

Price said the vision of 
the club keeps getting better 
each year. In addition to host-
ing the honors banquets at 
McKenzie High School and 
McKenzie Middle School, 
the club and its managed 
endowment — Fannie Bax-
ter Moore Fund — provid-
ed scholarships to six MHS 
students, covered the un-
paid meals of students at 
the end of the school year, 
provided funds for cap and 
gowns for students who did 
not have the resources to 
pay themselves, and pro-
vided food to the hungry. It 
also contributes to world-
wide humanitarian initia-
tives as established by Rotary 
International.

President Price said he 
was a blessed man to serve 
through Rotary and to serve 
Christ.

About Armand Hebert: 
Armand J. Hebert III is a 
McKenzie, Tennessee-based 
consultant, coach and com-
munity leader focused on 
helping people and organi-
zations communicate better, 
lead with purpose and build 
stronger teams.

Armand uses leadership 
coaching, DISC behavioral 
styles and practical training 
to help teams understand 
one another, reduce friction 
and work together more 
effectively.

His work is grounded in 
more than two decades of 
experience in training, facil-
itation, assessment debriefs 
and leadership development.

Armand is deeply commit-
ted to serving and strength-
ening his community. He is a 
graduate and past facilitator 
of Henry County Leadership, 
a founding member of the 
McKenzie Chamber of Com-
merce, active with McKen-
zie Rotary and a past board 
member of the Tennessee 
Association of Community 
Leadership.

He also volunteers with 
Bethel University’s women’s 
soccer program, supporting 

coaches and student-ath-
letes with leadership devel-
opment, communication, 
and team-building tools.

The McKenzie Rotary 
Club, founded in 1937, is 
a prominent local service 
organization dedicated to 
community support and ed-
ucational advancement in 
McKenzie. 

Service and Outreach
• Food Security: The club 

operates a food distribution 
mission, often partnering 
with local churches and Bap-
tist Hospital-Carroll County. 
In June 2026, the club helped 
provide hot meals to over 400 
local residents in June 2026.

• Support for First Re-
sponders: The club and the 
Fannie Baxter Moore Fund 
have donated funds to sup-
port local initiatives like the 
First Responders’ “Christmas 
for Kids” program, which 
provides gifts for children 
in need.

Education and Student 
Support

• Scholarships: The club 
is heavily involved in educa-
tional support. In 2026, the 
club and the Fannie Baxter 
Moore Fund awarded $8,000 
in scholarships to five McK-
enzie High School seniors 
and one Bethel University 
student.

• School Support: The 
club hosts honors banquets 
for McKenzie High and Mid-
dle schools. They also pro-
vide financial aid to students, 
including covering unpaid 
school meal balances and 
funding caps and gowns for 
students who lack the re-
sources to pay for them.

The McKenzie Rotary 
Club holds its meetings ev-
ery Tuesday at noon on the 
campus of Bethel University.

The club generates rev-
enue through long-stand-
ing traditions, including an 
annual Charity Auction in 
November and a Boston butt 

sale held each June.
The 2026-27 officers are: 

President - Armand Hebert; 
Vice-President - Jason R. 
Martin, who also serves as 
club secretary; Sergeant at 
Arms - Gary Hilliard; Trea-
surer - Joe Neumair; Peach 
Ambassador - Kim Bell-
Webb; Immediate Past Pres-
ident - Ricky Price; Public 
Image - Joel Washburn; and 
Fannie Baxter Moore Fund - 
Ed Perkins.

• Rotarian of the Year: Joe 
Neumair — recognized for 
financial oversight, late-night 
communications and con-
sistent behind-the-scenes 
support as club treasurer.

• Ed Perkins Award: Pre-
sented to John Adams — 
recognized for consistent 
availability, responsiveness 
and dedication to the club. 
Perkins is a 66-year mem-
ber of the club. Adams is a 
retired Baptist minister, who 
first moved to McKenzie in 
1977 and then moved to 
Jackson before returning to 
McKenzie.

• Clark Brown Champi-
onship Award: Presented 
to Nick Flippin and Emily 
Lowe of E. W. James Super-
market. E.W. helped McK-
enzie Rotary launch its food 
drive initiative and serve as 
a community partner in the 
ongoing project.

• Paul Harris Fellow: Su-
san E. Hebert — nominated 
by incoming president Ar-
mand Hebert; recognized 
for significant contribution to 
Rotary’s mission of worldwide 
understanding and goodwill. 
The Paul Harris Fellowship is 
the highest award the local 
club bestows on a recipient. It 
represents a $1,000 contribu-
tion to Rotary International 
to support worldwide initia-
tives to eradicate polio, feed 
the hungry, and to provide 
electrification and water proj-
ects in underdeveloped areas. 
Rotary International has 1.2 
million members.

Above, The Bethel University Renaissance Bluegrass Band.  Below Left, DEK of 
Hearts.  Below Right, Vonda Peet.

Ricky Price (left) was honored for his service as pres-
ident for the year 2025-26. Newly-installed president 
Armand Hebert presented the plaque to Price.

Hebert is New Rotary President

‘The Voice’ Finalists DEK of Hearts 
To Headline Sweet Tea Festival

Top, New officers for 2026-27 are (L to R) Jason Martin, vice president; Kim Bell-
Webb, second vice president and peace ambassador; Gary Hilliard, sergeant at arms; 
and Armand Hebert, president. Not pictured are Joe Neumair, treasurer; Ed Perkins, 
chairman of the Fannie Baxter Moore Fund and Joel Washburn, public image.  Above, 
E.W. James Supermarket representatives Emily Lowe and Nick Flippin accepted the 
Clark Brown Rotary Champion of the Year Award. Pictured is President Ricky Price, 
Rotary member Clark Brown, Emily Lowe and Nick Flippin.  Below Left, Joe Neumair 
was honored as the Rotarian of the Year by President Ricky Price.  Below Right, Dr. 
John Adams (right) was presented the Ed Perkins Humanitarian of the Year Award. 
Dr. Ed Perkins (left) is a 66-year Rotarian for whom the honor is named.

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (June 20) — 
Carroll Arts, Inc., hosted its 
annual talent showcase, “An 
Evening with Carroll Arts,” 
on Saturday inside the First 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in McKenzie. The 
event featured visual art and 
musical performances by 
Carroll County residents 
and natives.

Musical performers in-
cluded Steve Morris, Chel-
sea Fuller Brown, Mitchell 
Brown, Diann Olson, Isaac 
Stephen Walker, Brittany 
Martin, The Eaton Family, 
Dana Wyatt, Larry Bullion 
and McKenzie Mayor Ryan 
Griffin. Danny Stover also 
took the stage, reciting lines 
from Shakespeare. 

Between acts, recent Hol-
low Rock-Bruceton Central 
High School graduate Isaac 
Stephen Walker was pre-
sented with the Friend of 
the Arts award.

Over the years, Walker 
has performed in the High 
School Celebration of the 
Arts, An Evening with Car-
roll Arts, Southern Fried 
Nuptials, Southern Fried 
Funnies and Mistletoe 
Christmas. 

“He’s performed in every-
thing that we’ve produced 
the last few years,” said 
Glynda Rich. “His talents, 
his dedication to Carroll 
Art’s projects, his faithful-
ness and cooperative spirit 
and his ready smile have 
made him a delight — even 
though at times he has 
made his directors a little 
bit crazy.”

In high school, Walker 
was one of a few students 
w h o  h e l p e d  b u i l d  h i s 
school’s theater program 
from the ground up. He per-
formed in several school 
plays, including as Plankton 
in SpongeBob the Musical. 
He also served as his school 
band’s drum major for four 
years. He also played trum-

pet and saxophone for his 
school band. Outside of 
band, he also created and 
hosted his school’s “Tiger 
Talk” news show. 

S a n d i  Wa l d e n ,  t h e -
ater teacher and color 
guard instructor at Hollow 
Rock-Bruceton Central High 
School, presented Walker 
with the Friend of the Arts 
award. 

Carroll Arts hosts several 
annual events throughout 
the year. In July, elementary 
and middle school students 
are invited to attend Car-
roll Arts’ Creativity Camp. 
In August, Carroll Arts will 
present “Southern Fried 
Funeral” during the City 
of McKenzie’s Sweet Tea 
Festival. 

The Eaton Family — Jon, Marshal, Harrison and Anna — wowed the audience 
with a bluegrass-infused performance. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Local Talent Shines During 
‘An Evening with Carroll Arts’

Isaac Stephen Walker received the Friend of the Arts 
award, presented by Sandi Walden, Glynda Rich and 
Denise Sam. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner
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HUNTINGDON (June 23) 
—  The community gath-
ered for an unforgettable 
evening of live music as 
The Jackson Symphony pre-
sented “Symphony on the 
Move” on Tuesday, June 23 
at 6:30 p.m. This free, fami-
ly-friendly outdoor concert 
was open to the public and 
brought world-class music 
directly into the heart of the 
community.

The instrumentalists in-
cluded Dr. Keith Herris of 
McKenzie as keyboardist, 
James Shields on bass gui-
tar, Aaron Brock on guitar, 
Doug Owens on saxophone, 
and Joshua Carswell as the 

vocalist. This group of mu-
sicians have nine perfor-
mances as a small ensemble 
and also perform with the 
larger Jackson Symphony.

Patrons gathered on the 
street in front of the Carroll 
County Courthouse to en-
joy the music.

Set in a relaxed, open-
air setting, guests brought 
lawn chairs to settle in for 
an evening of music un-
der the summer sky.  A 
food truck was available 
on-site  throughout the 
performance.

The evening featured a 
special performance by 
acclaimed vocalist Josh-

ua Carswell, known for his 
dynamic stage presence, 
expressive tenor voice, and 
genre-defying original work. 

With a decade of touring 
experience and multiple 
vocal honors, Carswell con-
tinued to be recognized for 
his ability to connect deep-
ly with audiences through 
both power and intimacy.

This event was free and 
open to the public, offer-
ing a vibrant celebration 
of music, community, and 
summer evenings shared 
together.

For more information, 
visit DixiePAC.net.

Above, A subset of the talented musicians of the Jackson Symphony performed on 
the steps of the Carroll County Courthouse on June 23.  Below, The Court Square 
streets were closed as the Jackson Symphony performed on Tuesday, June 23.

Jackson Symphony Concert Held 
On Huntingdon’s Court Square

NASHVILLE (June 24) — 
Emma Luther, a student at 
Clarksburg School, placed 
first in the National Beta 
Convention’s Division I 
Woodworking contest with 
a custom-built wooden 
pickup truck, her school 
announced Wednesday. 
This year’s National Beta 
C o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e m e d 
“Wired for Success,” was 
June 17-18 at Nashville’s 
Gaylord Opryland Resort 

& Convention Center.
Luther earned first place 

in the Tennessee Beta 
Convention, also in Nash-
ville, in November 2025 
and went on to capture 
another first-place win at 
the national competition 
this June.

“Your attention to detail, 
creativity, and exceptional 
craftsmanship have made 
Clarksburg School proud,” 
her school shared online.

A l s o  r e p r e s e n t i n g 
Clarksburg School at the 
National Beta Convention 
were Anna Akins and Ja-
mie Allen. Akins competed 
with an illustration and 
Allen competed with a cro-
chet project.

“All three students did a 
great job and earned their 
way to represent Clarks-
burg at the National Con-
vention,” said Clarksburg 
Beta Sponsor April Laws.

Left, Emma Luther is pictured with her award-winning custom-built wooden 
pickup truck.  Right, Emma Luther is pictured with her first-place trophy. Photos 
courtesy Clarksburg School

Clarksburg Student Wins 
National Woodworking Contest

BRUCETON (June 25) 
— Life Care Center of Bru-
ceton-Hollow Rock was re-
cently recognized as a 2026 
Bronze – Commitment to 
Quality Award recipient by 
the American Health Care 
Association and National 
Center for Assisted Living 
(AHCA/NCAL). 

“Winning the Bronze 
Award was an incredibly 
proud moment for our 
entire team,” said Execu-
tive Director Dareth Davis. 
“This recognition reflects 
the dedication, compassion, 
and hard work that our staff 
bring to the residents every 
day.”

Implemented by AHCA/
NCAL in 1996, the National 
Quality Award Program is a 
rigorous three-level process 
in which organizations are 
reviewed and evaluated by 
trained experts against a 
set of nationally recognized 

standards for organization-
al excellence: the Baldrige 
Performance Excellence 
Framework. 

The framework helps or-
ganizations achieve superi-
or performance over time, 
enhancing quality of care 
and quality of life for long-
term care residents. 

Providers begin this qual-
ity improvement journey 
at the Bronze level, where 
they develop an organi-
zational profile outlining 
key elements such as their 
vision, mission, customer 
base, core strengths and 
challenges.

“Achieving the Bronze 
Award is especially mean-
ingful because it validates 
our commitment to pro-
viding high-quality care and 
continually striving for ex-
cellence,” Davis added. “The 
Bronze Award is a wonder-
ful milestone, but more im-

portantly, it represents the 
dedication of a team that 
genuinely cares about the 
people we serve. We look 
forward to continuing this 
Quality Award journey!”

The Award will be for-
mally presented during 
“Delivering Solutions 26,” 
the AHCA/NCAL Annual 
Convention and Exposition, 
Oct. 11-14, in Boston, Mass.

Life Care Center of Bru-
ceton-Hollow Rock, locat-
ed at 105 Rowland Avenue 
in Bruceton, is one of 26 
skilled nursing and rehab 
facilities in Tennessee man-
aged by Life Care Centers of 
America.

Life Care Centers of 
America manages more 
than 200 skilled nursing, 
post-acute, Alzheimer’s, and 
senior living campuses in 
27 states.

Pictured is the team at Life Care Center of Bruceton-Hollow Rock. Submitted photo

Life Care Center of Bruceton-Hollow Rock 
Earns Bronze National Quality Award 

HENRY COUNTY (June 
23) — Construction on the 
SR 54 widening in Henry 
County is underway. TDOT 
held a ceremonial ground-
breaking in Henry County 
on Tuesday, June 23 to kick 
off work on the section from  
Howard Road to the Ken-
tucky state line.

The entire project will 
widen SR 54 to five lanes 
from north of Paris (the end 
of the current 5-lane sec-
tion) to the Kentucky state 
line. Upgrades to this road-
way will also improve traffic 
flow and make it easier for 
drivers to access the inter-

state. This is all part of a 
larger plan to create a safer, 
more efficient link between 
Henry County and Murray, 
Kentucky

The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(TDOT), in partnership 
with the Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet (KYTC), 
plans to construct improve-
ments on State Route 54 
(US 641) in Henry County. 
Current plans call for SR 
54 (US 641) to be widened 
to five lanes from north of 
Paris (the end of the cur-
rent 5-lane section) to the 
Kentucky state line. Due 

to the size of the proposed 
improvements, this project 
has been split into two seg-
ments. The southern seg-
ment begins near Smith 
Road (north of Paris) and 
ends near Howard Road 
(north of Puryear).  

Improvements along the 
SR 54 (US 641) corridor will 
coordinate with updates to 
US 641 in Kentucky, provide 
safe and efficient linkage 
between Henry County and 
Murray, and improve pas-
senger vehicle and freight 
connectivity with the inter-
state system.

Construction Begins on Paris to 
Murray Road Widening Project

State TCAP Results Show Substantial Growth

NASHVILLE (June 24) 
— The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Education (TDOE) 
r e l e a s e d  t h e  2 0 2 5 - 2 6 
Tennessee Comprehen-
sive Assessment Program 
(TCAP) state–level results 
on Wednesday, showing 
growth in academic pro-
ficiency among students 
statewide. 

Third grade student 
achievement reached its 
highest level since at least 
2017 in English Language 
Arts (ELA), and fourth 
graders also made sub-
stantial proficiency gains in 
mathematics.  

These statewide results 
include exams in English 
Language Arts (ELA), math-
ematics and social studies, 
but do not include science, 
which is in a standard-set-
ting year.

“Tennessee’s strategic 
investments in education 
have led to promising prog-
ress for students in multiple 
subjects and grade levels,” 
said Governor Bill Lee. “As 
we advance our efforts to 
ready students for success 
both in school and in life, 

Tennessee remains dedicat-
ed to supporting teachers 
and empowering families 
through diverse pathways 
to achievement, ensuring 
every student has an oppor-
tunity to succeed.” 

See the 2025-26 state–lev-
el TCAP highlights: 

English Language Arts 
(ELA)

- 3.2 percentage point in-
crease from last year’s pro-
ficiency rate for third grade. 

- 2.7 percentage point in-
crease from last year’s profi-
ciency rate for eighth grade. 

- 3.8 percentage point in-
crease from last year’s pro-
ficiency rate in English II.

Math
- 3.6 percentage point in-

crease from last year’s profi-
ciency for fourth grade. 

- 5.6 percentage point in-
crease from last year’s Ge-
ometry proficiency for high 
school.

Social Studies 
- 11.4 percentage point 

increase statewide since 
2019. 

- 3.4 percentage point in-
crease from last year’s profi-
ciency for sixth grade. 

- 3.0 percentage point in-
crease from last year’s pro-
ficiency for seventh grade. 

- 3.8 percentage point in-

crease from last year’s profi-
ciency for U.S. History. 

In July, individual student 
data will be available in the 
TCAP Family Portal. Fami-
lies can use the portal to ob-
tain additional information 
to better understand their 
students’ individual score 
reports and the next steps 
for supporting their stu-
dents’ academic progress. 

During a special leg-
islative session in 2021, 
Governor Bill Lee and the 
General Assembly enacted 
the Tennessee Literacy Suc-
cess Act and the Tennessee 
Learning Loss Remediation 
and Student Acceleration 
Act, which ensured that stu-
dents would recover from 
post-pandemic learning 
loss. Tennessee students 
have surpassed prior TCAP 
proficiency rates across 
content areas as schools 
continue to focus on learn-
ing acceleration. 

Tennessee has invest-
ed in strong student sup-
ports, such as early literacy 
training, summer learning 
camps and high-dosage tu-
toring, along with ongoing 
professional learning op-
portunities for educators, 
all of which have supported 
year-over-year gains in stu-
dent proficiency. 

Individual 
Student Data 
Releases in July

We Will Be Closed 
on Friday, July 3!
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PA104

ESTATE OF: TIMOTHY RAY VOLNER, LATE OF CARROLL COUN-

TY, TENNESSEE

     Notice is hereby given that on the 11TH day of JUNE, 2026 
Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the Es-
tate of TIMOTHY RAY VOLNER deceased, who died DECEMBER 

10TH, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 
Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the Estate are required by law to fi le the same 
with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the ear-
lier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:
     (1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication 
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the fi rst publication (or posting); or
         (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received 
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication (or 
posting) as described in (1) (A); or
     (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. 

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward 
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 11TH day of JUNE, 2026.  

THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:

KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER

99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN  38344

MICHAEL WAYNE VOLNER, Executor/Administrator

STEPHEN H. BYRD, Attorney

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master
A561/R27742/25-2

MARTIN (June 24) — 
The outstanding academic 
achievements of undergrad-
uate students at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee at Martin 
have been honored with 
publication of the Spring 
2026 Chancellor’s Honor 
Rolls for the College of Agri-
culture and Applied Scienc-
es, College of Business and 
Global Affairs, College of 
Education, Health, and Be-
havioral Sciences, College 
of Engineering and Natural 
Sciences and the College of 
Humanities and Fine Arts.

To be eligible for the 
Chancellor’s Honor Roll 
recognition at UT Martin, 
a student must take at least 
12 hours of credit (pass-
fail courses are not includ-
ed) and achieve a 3.2 (B) 
grade point average based 
on a 4.0 scale.  Students 
can make the Chancellor’s 
Honor Roll with honors (3.2 
through 3.49), high honors 
(3.5 through 3.79) or high-
est honors (3.8 through 4.0).

Atwood  — Hannah B. 
Fowler, Highest Honors; 
Lindsay M. Gardner, High-
est Honors; Allison R. Giles, 
High Honors; Mackenzie S. 
Lusk, Highest Honors; An-
gus O. McCoy, High Honors; 
Chloe J. McPherson, Highest 
Honors; William C. Murray, 
Honors; Erin L. Norman, 
Highest Honors; Alexis M. 
O’Neal, Highest Honors.

Bruceton  — Taylor L. 
Anthony, High Honors ; 
Brilynn C. Hampton, High 
Honors; Anna G. Kee, High-
est Honors; Casey J. Walker, 
Honors.

Buena Vista — Lucy J. 
Heuring, Honors; Wyatt L. 
Sanders, Honors.

Cedar Grove — Amie L. 
Autrey, Highest Honors; 
Claire B. Bradley, Honors; 
Noah B. Hickman, Highest 
Honors; Madelyn F. Hughes, 
Honors; Spencer J.  Kee, 
Highest Honors, Lakyn D. 
Mitchell, Honors.

Clarksburg — Jasmine E. 
Bailey, High Honors

Hollow Rock — Nevaeh 
S.  Davis,  High Honors ; 
Spencer M. Ervin, High-
est  Honors Addison K . 
Hampton, Highest Honors; 
Brandon A. Rogers, High 
Honors.

Huntingdon — Aubrey 
J. Abbott, Highest Honors; 
Libby C. Autry, Highest 
Honors; Brayden I. Bales, 
High Honors; Lainey C. 
Bales,  Highest  Honors ; 
Graham H. Bartholomew, 
Highest Honors; Jaxon B. 
Bennett, Highest Honors; 
Juan F.  Bernal,  Highest 
Honors; Maggie E. Berry, 
Honors; Delaney A. Byars, 
High Honors; Easton L. 
Byars, High Honors; Aus-
tin K. Byrd, Highest Hon-
ors; Ava R. Canovan, High 
Honors; Carter P. Coleman, 
Highest Honors; Lauren 
G. Colvett, Highest Hon-
ors; Jace J. Crossett, High 
Honors; Kelby M. Cross-
no, High Honors; Alyssa J. 
Dearman-Shankel, Hon-
ors; Nicholas W. Douglas, 
Highest Honors; Austin C. 
Ezell, High Honors; Tess 
I.  Foley, Honors; Karlie 
R. Foster, Honors; Chris-
tian W. Freeman, Highest 
Honors; Seth G. Hatchett, 
Highest Honors; Charles 
T. Johnson, High Honors; 
Colton A. King, Honors; 
Hannah K. King, Highest 
Honors; Natalie E. Kreuz-

iger, High Honors; Arwen 
E. Kurz, Honors; Ellia G. 
Lewis, Highest Honors; Ellis 
J. Lewis, Honors; Benjamin 
B. Livingston, Honors; Mary 
M. Mann, High Honors; 
Lydia M. O’Bryant, High 
Honors; Kaleb J. Pearson, 
Honors;  Kaley Pearson, 
Honors; Ethan M. Ramsey, 
Honors; Laney R. Rhodes, 
High Honors ;  Emma G. 
Ross, Highest Honors; Josie 
C. Sanders, Highest Hon-
ors; Margaret A. Singleton, 
Highest Honors; Sophie 
Singleton, High Honors; 
Grace E. Smothers, High 
Honors; Noah R. Smothers, 
High Honors; Alexis C. Ste-
vens, Highest Honors; Jo-
sey E. Stokes, High Honors; 
Jacob W. Sullivan, Highest 
Honors; James P. Tippitt, 
High Honors; Sydney M. 
Vinson, High Honors; Brady 
T. Warbritton, Highest Hon-
ors; Arianna E. Wheeler, 
High Honors; William A. 
Woods, Highest Honors.

McKenzie — Kyla F. Beve-
ridge, Highest Honors; Bra-
den N. Birmingham, High 
Honors; Bobby A. Bush, 
Highest Honors; Jackson B. 
Cassidy, High Honors; Mad-
dox A. Clark, High Honors; 
Rachel L. Culver, Highest 
Honors; Andra G. Herrin, 
High Honors; Destiny N. 
Huitzache, Highest Honors; 
Aubrey G. Jackson, Highest 
Honors; Clara I. Kallaos, 
Highest Honors ;  Carter 
M. Kee, Honors; Nathan 
H. Lease, Honors; Anna-
belle N. Medford, Honors; 
Cherish A. Moore, Honors; 
Jayson M. Ritz, Honors; Lai-
la G. Scott, Honors; Olivia P. 
Steen, Honors; Lillyann G. 
Sumrok, Highest Honors; 
Tate P. Surber, Highest Hon-
ors; Joshua D. Sutton, Hon-
ors; Sierra P. Tyler, Highest  
Honors; Connor M. Viana, 
High Honors; Maggie C. 
Walker, Honors; Stafford 
Roditis, Highest Honors; 
Jaylie N. Singleton, High 
Honors; Katie L. Chesser, 
High Honors.

Trezevant — Sarah C. 
Browning, High Honors; 
John C. Crouse, Honors; 
Sondra K. Hilt ,  Highest 
Honors; Bonnie E. Nance, 
Highest Honors.

Westport  — Seth Ed-
wards, Highest Honors; 
Ashlyn G. Smith, Highest 
Honors ;  Angela Storey, 
Highest Honors; Megan 
G. Wood, Highest Honors; 
Morgan G. Wood, Highest 
Honors.

Y u m a  —  S a r a h  C . 
Caruthers, High Honors; 
Chloe R. Crum, High Hon-
ors; Marley M. Scott, High 
Honors.

UT Martin Names Local Students 
To Spring Chancellor’s Honor Roll

 BUCHANAN (June 25) 
— Paris Landing State Park 
has opened a tactile trail 
for visitors who are blind or 
have low vision — the latest 
step in a commitment to 
accessibility at Tennessee 
State Parks.

The trail features a guide 
rope and a wooden, white 
cane-detectable rail along 
the loop. Visitors can enjoy 
the senses of touch, hear-
ing and smell, with birds 
chirping and the smell of 
a native plant garden, plus 
oak and hickory trees. In 
wetter months, the flow of 
a small creek can be heard, 
moistening the earth and 
enhancing the natural scent 
of rocks and mosses. 

“This trail is for all visi-
tors,” said Christa Davidson, 
interpretive ranger at the 
park. “Some visitors may as-
sume parts of the park won’t 
be accessible for everybody, 

so we want to assure them 
that the park is ready to 
serve them.” 

The trail, a 0.1-mile loop 
with a natural surface, is 
slightly sloped, so it feels 
like a hiking experience but 
is not strenuous. It features 
interpretive panels along the 
way, and in the bottom right 
corner of each panel are tac-
tile elements described by 
audio. The trail has a shad-
ed, wooden deck with seat-
ing next to the creek, built 
by funds from the support 
group Friends of Paris Land-
ing and obtained through a 
grant from Henry County 
Helping Hands. 

The park won an Award 
of Excellence for the trail at 
this year’s Tennessee Asso-
ciation of Museums Con-
ference in the Permanent 
Exhibit category. Davidson, 
park maintenance staff, vol-
unteers, and members of 

Interpretive Programming 
and Education at Tennessee 
State Parks worked together 
to make the trail as accessi-
ble as possible. The trail will 
evolve as needs arise. 

“All visitors should have 
the same experience at our 
state parks, and this is an 
exciting new feature at Paris 
Landing,” said Ryan Jolley, 
accessibility coordinator for 
Tennessee State Parks. “The 
park has numerous acces-
sibility features, so we want 
everyone to enjoy it in every 
way.”

Other accessibility fea-
tures at Paris Landing State 
Park include all-terrain 
wheelchairs, adult-sized 
changing tables and a col-
orblind viewfinder that is 
wheelchair-friendly. The vis-
itor center, picnic areas and 
a fishing pier are all wheel-
chair-accessible amenities.

Paris Landing State 
Park Opens Tactile Trail

We Will Be 
Closed on 

Friday, July 3!

BY NICHOLAS J. ATWOOD
Director of Military & Veteran 
Initiatives

Tennessee is home to 
more than 430,000 veterans. 
They live in every one of our 
95 counties—in the cul-de-
sacs of Williamson County, 
the river towns along the 
Mississippi, and the hollers 
of East Tennessee. They are 
our neighbors.

And too many of them 
do not know what they’ve 
earned—or where to begin 
looking for it.

That is the gap our new 
statewide resource, the 
Veterans Connect Portal, is 
built to close.

Announced this month 
by Governor Bill Lee and 
Tennessee Department of 
Veterans Services Com-
missioner Tommy Baker, 
the portal pulls together—
in one trusted place—the 
employment, healthcare, 
housing, education, and 
community resources that 
veterans and their families 
qualify for across the state. 
Today, those resources 
are scattered across fed-
eral agencies, state offices, 
county service officers, and 
a patchwork of nonprofits. 
The idea behind the Portal 
is simple: one front door, 
many rooms.

The state can create the 
infrastructure, but only the 
people and institutions 
across Tennessee can make 
sure it reaches the people 
who need it most.

That is not a courtesy 
line. It is the central opera-
tional reality of an initiative 
like this.

A new URL does not, on 
its own, reach the 71-year-
old Vietnam veteran in 
Hawkins County who al-
ways reads the weekly pa-
per at the diner on Saturday 
morning. His local paper 
does. His pastor does. His 
VFW post does.

Tennessee is lucky to 
have strong local networks. 
Churches, civic groups, vet-
eran organizations, local 
papers and community 
leaders often become the 
trusted bridge between peo-
ple and the support sys-
tems surrounding them. 
That kind of trust cannot be 
manufactured from a state 
office, but it can help ensure 
veterans and military fam-
ilies actually find the help 
available to them.

From sharing news about 
a new VA benefit or a mo-
bile clinic stopping in a ru-
ral county to reminding a 
surviving spouse to file for 
benefits she did not realize 
she qualified for, communi-
ties make a difference.

So to the organizations, 
local leaders and Tennes-
seans willing to help, I have 
three asks—if you’ll indulge 
a state official making them.

First, share the link. 
Place TNVeteransCon-

nect.tn.gov on the inside 
front page of every paper 
that can spare the inches. It 
belongs in church bulletins, 
high school football pro-
grams, and the corkboards 
in coffee shops. A resource 
that nobody can find is, 
functionally, a resource that 
doesn’t exist.

Second, make veterans 
issues part of regular com-
munity news—not just bi-
annual features.

Memorial Day and Veter-
ans Day produce thought-
ful tributes; they do not, 

on their own, change out-
comes. Sharing veterans’ 
stories—a county service 
officer, a VFW post com-
mander, a chaplain, a mil-
itary spouse, or a young 
vet who has navigated the 
system—can dramatically 
expand awareness.

The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Veterans Services 
can also serve as a resource 
for story ideas, source con-
nections, data and more.

T h i r d ,  h o l d  u s 
accountable.

Public resources improve 
when communities expect 
them to work. Are calls be-
ing returned? Are the veri-
fied providers in the portal 
showing up for the veterans 
they’re matched with? Are 
the Veteran Service Orga-
nizations and local agen-
cy partners actually using 
the coordination tools the 
state has equipped them 
with—and are rural coun-
ties feeling as connected as 
the metros?

We expect, and welcome, 
that scrutiny. Our veterans 
deserve nothing less.

Tennessee earned the 
name Volunteer State for 
a reason, and we have car-
ried it with pride for more 
than two centuries. Launch-
ing Veterans Connect on 
Armed Forces Day was a 
fitting nod to that history.

The work of connecting 
a veteran to the care they 
earned is rarely glamorous. 
It is granular, local and built 
through one conversation 
at a time—and it cannot be 
done from Nashville alone.

A web address does not 
change a life. A trusted 
neighbor, pastor, editor or 
friend pointing someone 
toward it just might.

H e l p  u s  b e  t h a t 
connection.

Op-Ed: Tennessee Department of 
Veterans Official Touts New Resource
‘Tennessee’s Veterans 
Have a New Front 
Door. Help Us Make 
Sure They Find It.’

COURTESY OF
SHEILA WILLIS

Nights on Broadway 
kicked off their summer 
concerts, and residents 
kicked up their heels as 
we joined a huge group 
of fans to hear the Flash-
back Band. We have al-
ready made our plans to be 
there in July. We had our 
Errand Day, which had us 
going in all directions from 
Huntingdon Walmart, Save 
A Lot, Dollar General and 
Dollar Tree in McKenzie 
and then down Highway 
124 to the Amish Store 
and through the country 
to some produce stands. 
We went to the Monday 
morning Breakfast Club at 
Hometown Clinic, where 
we discovered a new fa-
vorite among the group: 
balloon volleyball. It kept 
us all laughing and was a 
fun way to get some exer-
cise. Our next project is a 
patriotic craft, so keep an 
eye on our Facebook page 
for upcoming pictures. 

We had two other outings 
planned, but the rain had 
other plans. We needed the 
rain and enjoyed all the lush 
greenery and our flowers. 

If you know anything 
about Lakeside, you know 
we enjoy time on our front 
porch enjoying the fresh 
air and maybe bomb pops 
on National Bomb Pop 
Day. We enjoyed the treat, 
and some people even en-
joyed two. I’m not naming 
names.

The ladies had some 
fun in the kitchen this 
past month. We made four 
types of fudge on National 
Fudge Day: peanut butter, 
strawberry, caramel and 
chocolate. 

On National Éclair Day, 
we made four chocolate 
éclair cakes for dessert the 
next day. It was hard to not 
dive right in. They looked 
and smelled so yummy. In 
the fridge for an overnight 
stay was the final step of 
our recipe before everyone 
dug into the desserts the 
next day!

O u r  d a d s  h i t  i t  o u t 
of the park with a base-
ball-themed tribute to cel-
ebrate Father’s Day. We 
played a fun baseball game. 
Even the visiting kids got 

in on the action. Thomas 
Crawford was our MVP. 
He won a huge gift basket 
for taking first place, and 
Frank Lacey won in the 
kiddos’ round. Each gen-
tleman received a base-
ball drink holder and a 
Sprite; a baseball box filled 
with cracker jacks and a 
bat and ball keychain. We 
had a scrumptious lunch 
of grilled bologna by Mark 
Stafford and pulled pork 
from the annual Rotary 
fundraiser. We presented 
our roster, read a poem 
and said a prayer for all 
dads. On Father’s Day we 
had several more children 
join, and our kitchen crew 
served up a feast for every-
one to enjoy.

On National Go Fishing 
Day residents had a fish-
ing tournament to see who 
could catch the most fish. 
After four rounds of mag-
netic fishing, Lonnelle Mc-
Millen had the biggest fish 
tale to tell, winning Goldfish 
— the edible kind.

A few vendors stopped by 
to share some information. 
Sarah Pitcher from Baptist 
Hospital shared information 
regarding heart health. Each 
resident received a stress re-
lief squeezy and pamphlets 
to refer to for keeping a 
healthy heart. Becky with 
Cherrywood Post Acute 
returned from a recent 
conference in Las Vegas 
and thought she would see 
how our residents would 

do against her in Blackjack. 
Residents beat her best two 
out of three and all the chips 
— potato chips, that is. 

On National Social Media 
Day, a few students came 
to assist residents with any 
phone care wishes — for 
example,  making fonts big-
ger, setting ring tones and 
helping set up Facebook so 
residents can see all the pic-
tures from Lakeside events 
and share with their family 
and friends. We all agreed 
technology is for the young, 
but our residents are doing 
a pretty good job of keeping 
up with the times.

Jackson, Tenn., hosted 
the Miss America Volun-
teer program, and residents 
cheered on Meghan Poore 
who had come to visit us 
during her reign as she rep-
resented Tennessee. She 
did a fabulous job, but, in 
the end it was Miss Texas 
Volunteer who took home 
the crown.

We celebrated six birth-
days: Ruth Turner, Mary 
Lacey, Marilyn Ward, Sue 
Smith, Joan Gibson and 
Barbara Harrison. One of 
our couples, James and Nel-
lie Wright, celebrated 77 
years of wedded bliss. We 
also welcomed a new resi-
dent to the Lakeside family, 
Juanita McCord.

We look forward to what 
all July will have to offer 
as we celebrate America’s 
250th birthday. 

Until next time…

James and Nellie Wright celebrated their 77th 
anniversary in June. Submitted photo

Living at Lakeside News
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The Carroll County Beer Commission has received an application 
for a beer permit for JLH Golf Group LLC DBA Carroll Lake Golf 
Club. Application is for on-premises consumption. 
The business is located at 1305 Carroll Lake Road, McKenzie, 
TN 38201. 
The business is bounded north by Michael Stafford, Bethel 
University, Joe Walker, east by Robbie Barker Life Estate, James 
A. Smith, James H Smith and Brenda Smith, Ryan Alan Frazier, 
William Chuck Gaskins and Cindy F. Gaskins, Matthew C. Aird 
Trust and Misty D. Aird Trust, south, by William J. Taylor, William 
J. Taylor and Melissa Taylor, Jonathan Moody and Jamie Moody, 
William Thomas Wilson and Stephanie Michelle Wilson, Clayton 
Nethaway and Christi L Nethaway, Katlin Renee Otis, Lea R 
Finley Revocable Trust and Tamara Alyse Cole, Tamara Alyse 
Cole, Scott Andrew Wilson, Carroll Lake Rd., west by the State 
of Tennessee (Carroll Lake). A hearing will be held July 8, 2026, 
at 8 a.m. at the Carroll County Offi ce Complex Conference 
Room, Huntingdon, TN 38344.
All people who wish to be heard may be present at this time.
Carroll County Beer Board 

NOTICE

A7617/25-2

CARROLL COUNTY BEER BOARD 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE101

ESTATE OF: CHARLES ANTHONY WILLIAMS, LATE OF CAR-

ROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

     Notice is hereby given that on the 5TH day of JUNE, 2026 
Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the Es-
tate of CHARLES ANTHONY WILLIAMS deceased, who died 
JULY 13TH, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the 
Chancery Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. 
All persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, ma-
tured or unmatured, against the Estate are required by law to 
fi le the same with the Clerk of the above named Court on or 
before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) other-
wise their claims will be forever barred:
     (1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication 
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the fi rst publication (or posting); or
         (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received 
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication (or 
posting) as described in (1) (A); or
     (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. 

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward 
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 5TH day of JUNE, 2026.  

THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:

KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER

99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN  38344

GUY WILLIAMS & CHRIS WILLIAMS, Executor/Administrator

W. COLLINS BONDS, Attorney

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master
A561/R27747/25-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE108

ESTATE OF: ELAINE S. WILLIAMS, LATE OF CARROLL COUNTY, 

TENNESSEE

     Notice is hereby given that on the 12TH day of JUNE, 2026 
Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the 
Estate of ELAINE S. WILLIAMS deceased, who died MARCH 

28TH, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 
Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the Estate are required by law to fi le the same 
with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the ear-
lier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 
will be forever barred:
     (1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication 
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty 
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of 
the fi rst publication (or posting); or
         (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received 
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication (or 
posting) as described in (1) (A); or
     (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. 

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward 
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 12TH day of JUNE, 2026.  

THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:

KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER

99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN  38344

MARY ELAINE BROWN, Executor/Administrator

W. KENT JONES, Attorney

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master
A561/R27743/25-2

HUNTINGDON (June 
24) — The following cas-
es were heard in Carroll 
County General Sessions 
Court on June 24.

Th e  f o l l o w i n g  c a s e s 
w e re  b o u n d  ove r  t o  a 
grand jury:

Shannon Nathaniel El-
lis, South Forrest Avenue, 
Ca m d e n ,  b o u n d  o v e r, 
Evading Arrest ;  bound 
over, DUI: First Offense; 
b o u n d  o v e r,  I m p l i e d 
Consent – Enhancement 
Only; bound over, Open 
Container.

T h o m a s  K .  S c h u l t z , 
Bayberry Drive, Jackson, 
Tenn., bound over, Finan-
cial Responsibility Law; 
bound over, Display of 
Registration Plates.

T h o m a s  K .  S c h u l t z , 
B a y b e r r y  D r i v e ,  Ja c k-
son, Tenn., bound over, 
Driving While License 
Suspended; bound over, 
M e t h  –  M f g . ,  D e l i v e r, 
Sell, Possess with Intent; 
bound over, Possession of 
Unlawful Drug Parapher-
nalia Uses and Activities; 
bound over, Simple Pos-
session/Casual Exchange; 
bound over, Schedule V 
Drugs: Mfg, Deliver, Sell, 
Possess – Consp.

Trace C. Swearingen, 
Meadow Drive, Lexing-
ton, Tenn., bound over, 
Reckless Endangerment 
– Vehicle/Felony.

Trace C. Swearingen, 
Meadow Drive, Lexing-
ton, Tenn., bound over, 
Reckless Endangerment 
– Vehicle/Felony; bound 
over, Evading Arrest.

Trace C. Swearingen, 
Meadow Drive, Lexing-
ton, Tenn., bound over, 
Reckless Endangerment 
– Vehicle/Felony.

The following cases re-
sulted in a guilty plea or 
finding:

A u s t i n  B .  B o h a n a n , 
Feather Ridge Road, Lex-
ington, Tenn., guilty, Fail-
ure to Appear, no fine, two 
days, payment through 
clerk’s office, sentence 
shall run consecutive to 
26-CR-107.

George Allen Burpee, 
Ma r k  1  D r i v e ,  H e n r y , 
guilty  –  lesser  charge, 
Vehicle  Registration – 
Improper Use, no fine, 
30 days,  unsuper vised 
probation for sentence, 
payment arrangements 
through clerk’s  of f ice; 
dismissed, Driving While 
License Suspended; dis-
m i ss e d ,  Fi n a n c i a l  R e -
sponsibility Law.

James Randall Carter, 

Republican Grove Road, 
Atwood, guilty,  Proba-
tion Violation – Booked, 
n o  f i n e ,  t w o  m o n t h s, 
super vise d probation, 
probation extended two 
months, placed on call-in 
status.

Charlie A. Davis, Jr., High-
way 79 South, Trezevant, 
guilty, Probation Violation 
– Booked, no fine, four 
months, supervised proba-
tion for 30 days, probation 
extended four months.

Travis C. Davis, Bunn 
S c h o o l  R o a d ,  H e n r y , 
guilty  –  lesser  charge, 
DUI: First Offense, $350 
fine, 11/29, super vised 
probation until paid in 
full and compliant, min-
imum 90 day balance, 
unsupervised balance of 
sentence, alcohol drug 
evaluation and recom-
mendation, cannot drive 
in Tennessee for one year, 
ignition interlock, sen-
tence may be served on 
consecutive weekends, 
report to serve July 3 at 
8 p.m.; dismissed, Open 
Container.

Shannon Nathaniel El-
lis, South Forrest Avenue, 
Camden, guilty, Proba-
tion Violation – Booked, 
n o  f i n e ,  1 1 / 2 9 ,  t i m e -
served credit 14 days. 

Andeshrea Nicarol Full-
er, Timber Ridge Road, 
Lexington, Tenn., guilty, 
P ro b a t i o n  Vi o l a t i o n  – 
Booked, no fine,  three 
months, supervised pro-
bation for balance, accept-
ed to Jackson Recovery 
Court for one year, shall 
complete Recovery Court 
as condition of probation 
through Madison Coun-
ty, shall pay all costs and 
supervision fees, will give 
monthly updates to pro-
bation by phone.

Kimberkyn Ann Goff, 
Ancore Club Road, Horns-
by, Tenn., guilty – lesser 
charge, Drivers to Exer-
cise Due Care, no fine, 
30 days,  unsuper vised 
probation for sentence, 
payment arrangements 
through clerk’s office.

C o d y  E d wa rd  Noa h , 
Bluebird Lane, Hunting-
d o n ,  g u i l t y  –  l e s s e r 
charge, Driving While Li-
cense Canceled – 2nd or 
Subsequent, $150 fine, 
11/29, supervised proba-
tion for 11/29, consecu-
tive to current probation 
must get valid Tennessee 
driver’s license when eli-
gible, unsupervised pro-
bation after all conditions 
satisfied.

C o d y  E d wa rd  Noa h , 
Bluebird Lane, Hunting-
don,  gui l ty ,  Probation 
Violation – Booked, no 
fine, 10 days, supervised 
probation for balance of 
probation, report to jail 
June 26 at 6 p.m., consec-
utive to prior charge.

Th e  f o l l o w i n g  c a s e s 
were dismissed:

T h o m a s  K .  S c h u l t z , 
Bayberry Drive, Jackson, 
Tenn., dismissed, Driving 
While License Revoked; 
dismissed, Vehicle Reg-
istration; dismissed, Fi-
nancial  Responsibil i ty 
Law; dismissed, Drivers 
to Exercise Due Care.

S t e p h a n i e  Wa y n i c k , 
Steam Mill Fairy Road, 
Jackson, Tenn., dismissed, 
Failure to Appear.

S t e p h a n i e  Wa y n i c k , 
Steam Mill Fairy Road, 
J a c k s o n ,  Te n n . ,  d i s -
missed, Probation Viola-
tion – Booked. 

Th e  f o l l o w i n g  c a s e s 
were rescheduled:

Alexander Neal Gilliam, 
Skyler L. Hays, Toni Gail 
Pearson, Blake Speer.

Theft of Firearm — On 
June 17, Deputy Jeremy 
Smith responded to a res-
idence on Highway 22 in 
Yuma after a complainant 
reported a handgun had 
been stolen from a safe.

The complainant ad-
vised that he did not know 
when the firearm was taken 
or who may have stolen it. 
The missing firearm was 
described as a Glock 17 
Gen 4 9mm handgun with 
an estimated value of $500.

The firearm was entered 
into NCIC as stolen.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Theft Investigation — 
On June 18, Deputy Heath-
er Townes responded to 
Equipment & Acquisition 
Co. in Yuma regarding an 
online purchase that was 
never received.

The business reported 
purchasing a diesel par-
ticulate filter through an 
eBay seller identified as 
HD Trucking Logistics LLC. 
Company representatives 
communicated with the 
seller through eBay, text 
messages and Cash App 
while arranging shipment 
of the part.

Tracking information ini-
tially showed the shipment 
originating in Glendale, 
Ariz., but later indicated it 
had been dropped off at a 
UPS store in Dallas, Texas. 
When the package arrived, 
employees discovered it 
contained only an envelope 
with a photograph of the 
ordered part rather than the 
diesel particulate filter.

After contacting eBay, 
the business was advised 
the seller had provided 
documentation claiming 
the package had been de-
livered. However, eBay also 
noted the delivered pack-
age’s weight was incon-
sistent with the item pur-
chased, as the ordered part 
should have weighed be-
tween 150 and 160 pounds.

The business also report-
ed paying approximately 
$300 in shipping through 
Cash App before the pay-
ment was later returned 
for unknown reasons. The 
ordered part, valued at ap-
proximately $2,093, has 
not been received, and the 
business has not recovered 
its funds.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Aggravated Assault, Do-
mestic Assault — On June 
19, Deputy Heather Townes 
responded to a residence on 
Church Street in Trezevant 
after receiving 911 text mes-
sages reporting an armed 
domestic disturbance.

Deputies made contact 
with the victim, who was 
visibly shaken, breathing 
heavily and crying. The 
victim reported Karmen 
Lincoln, 55, of Huntingdon, 
had threatened days ear-
lier that the victim would 

“wake up with a gun to 
her head as it was getting 
blown off,” and, on the day 
of the incident, allegedly 
entered the victim’s bed-
room, pointed a firearm 
at the victim, and made 
additional threats. The vic-
tim told deputies she was 
afraid to call 911 because 
she feared the defendant 
would hear the call.

Deputies attempted to 
contact Lincoln at the res-
idence without success. A 
neighbor later contacted 
Lincoln by phone, but she 
refused to return to speak 
with deputies. After later 
speaking with Deputy Mark 
Boaz, Lincoln came to the 
Carroll County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice, where she was taken 
into custody.

During the investigation, 
the victim also reported 
that Lincoln had made re-
peated threats over the pre-
vious several days, took the 
victim’s cellphone, acted 
as though she was going 
to strike the victim with 
a cross figurine, and re-
moved the victim’s belong-
ings, including the bed, 
from the bedroom, forcing 
the victim to sleep on the 
floor.

Lincoln was  charge d 
with aggravated assault 
and domestic assault.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Confidence Scam — On 
June 23, a Huntingdon resi-
dent arrived at the Sheriff ’s 
Office and reported losing 
$990 in a phone scam.

The complainant report-
ed receiving a call from 
someone claiming to be 
“Deputy Anthony Dixon” 
with the Carroll County 
Sheriff ’s Office, who falsely 
stated the complainant had 
missed federal jury duty 
and that warrants had been 
issued for his arrest. The 
caller instructed the com-
plainant that the warrants 
could be placed on hold by 
posting bond.

Believing the call to be 
legitimate, the complainant 
withdrew cash from a local 
bank in several transac-
tions totaling $1,000 be-
fore being directed to make 
electronic payments. After 
a Bitcoin kiosk was unavail-
able, the caller instructed 
the complainant to com-
plete a Walmart money 
transfer totaling $990.

When the caller attempt-
ed to persuade the com-
plainant to complete a sec-
ond transaction, a Walmart 
employee became suspi-
cious and refused to pro-
cess it. The complainant 
then told the cal ler  he 
would accept being arrest-
ed rather than send addi-
tional money.

The complainant’s wife 
also received a call from 
the scammer requesting 
her  online banking in-
formation to secure her 
husband’s release, but she 
refused and contacted her 
husband.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Found Property — On 
June 22, Deputy McClure 
conducted a traffic stop on 
a Ford Focus on Highway 
77 near Hollow Rock after 
observing expired registra-
tion, a defective headlight 
and a defective brake light.

The driver was identi-
fied as Linda Scott, 59, of 
Huntingdon. During the 
stop, deputies located a 
prescription bottle contain-
ing medication prescribed 
to another individual.

Scott told deputies she 
and the prescription owner 
were friends and that the 
medication had been acci-
dentally left inside her ve-
hicle. Deputies secured the 
prescription medication for 
safekeeping and advised 
Scott that the owner could 
retrieve it from the Carroll 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Carroll County Sheriff’s Reports
Hunter Remington Scott, 

20, Huntingdon, to Helen 
Alivia Perry, 22, Yuma.

Ashley Alane Patterson, 
38, Huntingdon, to Mit-

cheal Wayne Horton, 38, 
Huntingdon.

Cade Braxton Crews, 
23, Huntingdon, to Macey 
Elizabeth Culbreath, 24, 

Huntingdon.
Angel Elayne Furst, 22, 

Buena Vista,  to Fisch-
er-Blake Hayden Wortham, 
25, Buena Vista.

Carter Benton Cary, 23, 
Huntingdon, to Anna Claire 
Batte, 23, Huntingdon.

Marriage Licenses

Thomas Romanano Mor-
ris as executor to The Testa-
mentary Trust for Thomas 
Stephen Morris and others 
in District 6.

Daniel and wife Cayce 
Brinkley to Karla and hus-
band Jeffrey Atchley in 
District 11.

Jacob R. and wife Kaitlyn 
W. Fussell to Bryan M. and 
wife Jessica H. Merrick in 
District 9.

42 Investments Proper-
ties, LLC to St. Peter, LLC 
in District 16.

Martin L. Jr. and wife 
Lisa A. Batte to Robert J. 
and wife Morgan B. Spring 
in District 16.

Morgan Brittany and 
husband Robert Springer 
to SP Investment Proper-
ties, LLC in District 11.

Middle Road Farms, 
Inc. to Middle Road Farms 
Partnership in District 21.

Diebold Enterprises LLC 
to A & W Management 
LLC in District 4.

Tabbys Properties, LLC 
to Hidden Dunes, GP. No 
district listed.

Brian Padilla to Bryan 
Keniel Catala in District 22.

George Anthony Rin-
gold to George Anthony 
Ringold and others. No 
district listed.

Joey Darnall to Keaton 
M. Rogers and others in 
District 11.

William McElroy, trustee 
of the Camp Tyson Road 
Trust to Robert “Bobby” 
and wife Cindy Gaylord in 
District 4.

Joey Darnall to Keaton 
M. Rogers and others in 
District 11.

Classic Country Land 
LLC to Thomas Joseph and 
wife Micki M. Dulin-Rig-
gins in District 5.

Morgan Davidson to 
Marie Davidson Winstead 
in District 2.

William and wife Col-
leen Lind to Pecan 2025, 
LLC in District 4.

Marquis Endeavors LLC 
to Henderson Family Prop-
erty, LLC in District 4.

Ricky Maness to Bruce 
Allen Jr. and wife Teresa 
Johnson in District 11.

Wanda L. Crossett to 
Wanda Pearson Crossett as 
trustee. No district listed.

James T. Hill to Elizabeth 
Dawn Ballard in District 
12.

James T. Hill to Elizabeth 
Dawn Ballard in District 
12.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank Paul McGinnis 
Jr. in District 16.

Frank P. and wife Christy 
M. McGinnis to Frank P. 
McGinnis Jr. in District 16.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank P. McGinnis Jr. 
in District 22.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank McGinnis in 
District 16.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank P. McGinnis Jr. 
in District 22.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank P. McGinnis Jr. 
in District 22.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank P. McGinnis Jr. 
in District 22.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank P. McGinnis Jr. 
in District 4.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank P. McGinnis Jr. 
in District 22.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank P. McGinnis Jr. 
in District 16.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank P. McGinnis Jr. 
in District 4.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank P. McGinnis Jr. 
in District 16.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank P. McGinnis Jr. 
in District 22.

Christy Michele McGin-
nis to Frank P. McGinnis Jr. 
in District 4.

James D. and wife Geor-
gia L. Brown to Phil Lyle 
and wife Tina Marie Brown 
in District 16.

Dillon B. and Casey B. 
Drewry to Dillon B. Dre-
wry and others in District 
22.

O.P.E. Corp. to Darryl L. 
and wife Alene J. Ball in 
District 22.

Property Transfers

Carroll County General Sessions Court Report
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Weekly 
Crossword

Week 26 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. __ chat
  5. Statue near the Pyramids
 11. A process to change the 
look
 14. Herb
 15. Think about excessively
 18. Bass vocal part
 19. Supreme Allied Cmdr. of 
NATO
 21. A major division of 
geological time
 23. New Zealand parrot
 24. Cognitive contents
 28. Lump of yarn
 29. Atomic #109
 30. Let go of
 32. Indian title of respect
 33. Whereabouts unknown
 35. Electronic data processing
 36. Drivers’ licenses count
 39. Snakelike fi shes
 41. They precede C
 42. Popular personal 
computers
 44. Intermediate community 
stage in ecological succession
 46. Wings
 47. Indicates position
 49. Pleasantly smooth or soft
 52. Jeweled headdress
 56. In slow tempo
 58. __ Falls
 60. Reassertions
 62. Eras
 63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN
  1. Corporate executive
  2. A plant used for fl avoring food
  3. Opinion or belief
  4. Sheep in their second year
  5. Intensities of sound
  6. Indicates support for
  7. Expression of laughter
  8. OJ trial judge
  9. Pointed ends of pens
 10. True bugs genus
 12. Lawyers argue theirs
 13. Body parts
 16. Closes tightly
 17. World Heritage site in Nigeria
 20. Islamic calendar month
 22. Commercial
 25. “Westworld” actor Harris
 26. They __
 27. Religious guilds

 29. Woman (French)
 31. Parts per billion (abbr.)
 34. Brew
 36. Spiritual leader
 37. Indigo bush
 38. Burn with a hot liquid
 40. Older citizen
 43. Scad fi sh genus
 45. Morning
 48. Line passing through the 
center (abbr.)
 50. Double S-shaped curve
 51. Small, thin person
 53. Older
 54. Mars crater
 55. Humanities
 57. Word element meaning ear
 58. To the __ degree
 59. Residue
 61. It cools your home

Answer: To get to the other slide!

Riddle Me This
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase 
below? Use each letter only once.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

PLAYGROUND

LETTER MIX-UP

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell something 
pertaining to this week’s theme.

SSRPOT

Answer: Sports

Why did the chicken 
cross the playground?

Week 25 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 25

Color A Masterpiece

HAPPYHAPPY
4TH OF JULY4TH OF JULY

Fun By Th e Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 

have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pen-
cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 26

See solution in next week’s edition.

Benches
Biking

Community
Fitness
Flowers
Garden

Grass
Hiking

Leisure
Nature
Park

Pathways

Picnic
Playground
Relaxation

Social
Sports

Sunlight

Swings
Trail

Trees
Wellness
Wildlife
Youth

Day At The Park Word Search

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
654 Main Street North
McKenzie, TN 38201 
731-352-7822

> edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

A3272/26-1

How much will you
need to retire?
Let's explore.
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CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/T
F

Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

MISCELLANEOUS
N E E D T O G E T R I D OF 
i t ?  A d v e r t i s e  i t  i n  t h e 
classif ieds! Thousands of 
readers are looking at the 
c l a s si f ie d s e v er y we ek . 
Advertise your service or 
product for only $5 for 25 
words, $8 for 26-50 words, 
and 20 cents for each addi-
tional word over 50 each 
week. Call 731-352-3323 to 
get started! NC/27-TF

FOR LEASE
AVAILABLE — 4,000 SQ. 
FT. NEXT TO H&R BLOCK, 
at Cedar Street Plaza, 1926 
Cedar Street, McKenzie. Call 
731-352-2189. A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq. 
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway 
79 Highland Mall, across 
from the post office. Call 
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

AUCTIONS
G E T  T H E  W O R D  O U T 
ABOUT YOUR NEXT AUC-
TION! Save Time & $$$. 
One Call for All. Your ad 
can appear in this newspa-
per + 103 other TN newspa-
pers. For more info, contact 
this newspaper’s classifi ed 
dept. or call Becky Moats 
931-624-8916. (TnScan)

FOR RENT
H O U S E S  A N D  A PA R T-
M E N T S :  M c K E N Z I E 
A R E A . w w w. mcken z ie -
homefi nders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

SERVICES
D O N E  R I G H T  A P P L I -
A NCE R EPAIR — Expert 
appliance repair done lo-
cally. When it absolutely 
has to be done right call 
731-234-5572. A8666/21-8

S AW Y E R S  T R E E  S E R-
V ICE: 60’ Bucket Tr uck . 
Take Down or Prune. Haul 
Off and Clean Up. Grind 
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call 
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

J O E ’ S  T R E E  S E R V I C E 
A N D  S T U M P  R E M O V-
A L :  60 f t .  bucket t r uck , 
prune or take down grind 
s t u m p s ,  c l e a n  u p  a n d 
haul off, insured, free es-
t imates. 731-697-0023 or 
731-513-1518. A7084/21-TF

YOU R  L OW  C O S T  A D -
V ERTISING SOLUTION! 
One call & your 25 word ad 
will appear in 104 Tennes-
see newspapers for $275/
wk or 28 West TN news-
papers for $100/wk. Cal l 
this newspaper’s classified 
advertising dept. or go to 
w w w.tnpress.com/news-
paper-networks. (TnScan)

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

OLSH A N FOUN DATION 
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted 
foundation repair experts 
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. 
Water ma nagement a nd 
mor e .  F r e e e v a lu at ion . 
Limited t ime up to $250 
off  foundation repair. Call 
Olsha n 1-866 -265 -5932 . 
(TnScan)

PR EPA R E FOR POW ER 
OU TAGE S T ODAY w it h 
a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-888-869-5542 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move. (TnScan)

WANTED: TO BUY
W E BU Y HOUS E S F OR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No f uss. A ny cond it ion. 
Easy t hree step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get
pa id. Get you r fa i r cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-551-
1426. (TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

C H O O S E  E A R T H L I N K 
F I B E R  I N T E R N E T  f o r 
speeds up to 5 Gigs,  no 
data caps, no t hrott l ing. 
Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when 
you make the switch. Call 
1-855-481-3340. (TnScan)

GET BOOST I N F I N I T E! 
Unlimited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! The 
Power Of 3 5G Networks, 
One Low Price! Call Today 
and Get The Latest iPhone 
Ever y Yea r On Us! 855 -
454-6457. (TnScan)

 DIR ECT V — A L L YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof ! Sign up 
for Di rec t a nd get you r 
f irst free months of Max, 
Pa ra mou nt+, Show t i me, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ INTERNET! Free Install, 
Free H D -DV R Upg rade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
To d a y !  1- 8 4 4 -274 - 6 0 74 . 
(TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY
A T T E N T I O N :  V I A G R A 
A N D C I A L I S USE R S! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
dr ugstore prices! 50 Pi l l 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-877-691-6412. (TnScan)

SAFE STEP STAIRLIFTS. 
E njoy g re ater  i ndep en-
d e n c e  a n d  s t a y  i n  t h e 
home you love. Feel safe 
on ever y le vel .  $750 of f 
plu s F R E E i n st a l lat ion . 
Made in the U.S.A. Call to-
day for a free quote. 1-866-
432-3409. (TnScan)

D E N T A L  I N S U R A N C E 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedu res. Rea l denta l 
i n s u r a n c e  -  N O T  j u s t 
a d iscou nt pla n. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
K it w it h a l l  t he deta i ls! 
1- 8 4 4 - 2 7 8 - 8 2 8 5  w w w.
dental50plus.com/tnpress 
#6258. (TnScan)

14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

A8
66

1/
34

-T
F

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731.352.2761

nickyjoestaff ordrealestate@outlook.com
www.staff ord-realestate.com

Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD

NICKY JOE

Sandi Roditis

731-415-2927

Buford Taylor

731-225-8321

Valarie McMackin

731-418-2313

Jason Artymovich

586-243-3257

Blake Cossey

731-607-8643

Maleah Hollingsworth

731-694-7871

Residential
Municipal

Commercial
Irrigation Well Drilling

Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

Over 30 years of experience

A5
19

/14
-T

F

R

US
SELL’ S

WELL DRILLING
731-415-6550

Russell Basford, Owner

P.O. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201
russell.drilling@hotmail.com

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

SEPTIC PUMPING
731-234-6012

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Backhoe • Trenching • Gas Piping • Pipe Water Heaters
Well Tanks • Valves • Fittings • Faucets

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF 

INVENTORY FOR THOSE 
AFTER HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

TOLBERT
Plumbing & Electric

TF

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Business Directory
Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

We Will Be Closed 
on Friday, July 3!

McKenzie Housing Authority is currently accepting appli-
cations for the position of Groundskeeper. In this position, you 
will be responsible for performing a wide range of tasks to 
ensure the cleanliness, safety, and attractiveness of our com-
munity. Experience in groundskeeping is preferred. McKenzie 
Housing Authority offers a generous benefi t package. Appli-
cations may be picked up at McKenzie Housing Authority, 22 
McDonald Avenue, McKenzie, TN 38201, Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

All applications must be submitted by July 31, 2026. 

McKenzie Housing Authority 

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A473/26-1

Need to sell a car?Need to sell a car?

Call us! 731-352-3323Call us! 731-352-3323

Advertise itAdvertise it
in the classifieds!in the classifieds!

25 words 

Only 
$5!
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A7392/25-2

Carroll County Youth Coalition Joined 500 Youth 
Leaders at the 2026 Tennessee Teen Institute

JACKS ON ( June 12) 
— Students from Carroll 
County, Tenn., joined 300 
youth leaders from across 
the state at the Tennes-
see Teen Institute. The 
Tennessee Teen Institute 
(TTI) is a five-day youth 
leadership and prevention 
program sponsored by the 
Jackson Area Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug De-
pendency (JACOA). This 
year  marke d the 40th 
Anniversary of the Teen 
Institute Program in Ten-
nessee. The program ad-
dresses teen issues such as 
bullying, violence, suicide, 
healthy relationships, hu-
man trafficking, distracted 
driving, teen health, and 
substance abuse preven-
tion through a five-day, 
peer-led prevention camp 
designed to provide teen 
participants with the skills 
and education necessary 
to develop and implement 
alcohol and drug abuse 
prevention programs in 
their own communities. 
This is a comprehensive 
program that trains, mobi-
lizes, and empowers youth 
to prevent the illegal use of 
alcohol, tobacco, and oth-
er drugs and self-destruc-
tive behaviors in them-
selves and their peers. 
TTI prepares students to 
not only make positive 
changes, but to be proud 
advocates of those chang-
es. Students will have the 
opportunity to grow and 
learn as individuals, while 

enhancing their leader-
ship abilities. Because TTI 
is peer-led, teens are given 
a unique opportunity to 
have a “voice” in address-
ing issues important to 
them. Giving youth some 
ownership in this type of 
program is one of the key 
factors in the success of 
enforcing a substance free 
lifestyle. 

Held on the University of 
Tennessee at Martin cam-
pus in Martin, Tenn., June 
7-12, TTI 2026 hosted ap-
proximately 500 teen lead-
ers, adult advisors, and TTI 
staff. These participants 
leave motivated not only 
to make healthy decisions 
in their own lives, but also 
committed to work so that 
others are making healthy 
decisions in their commu-
nities as well.

Mission statement for the 
Teen Institute Program is:

“To empower Tennes-

see’s youth to lead by ex-
ample and take an active 
role in bringing about 
positive changes by giv-
ing them the skills, knowl-
edge, and support they 
need make healthy choic-
es, build positive relation-
ships and live substance 
free lives.” 

The Tennessee Teen 
Institute is funded in part 
by grants from TN De-
partment of Health, TN 
Department of Mental 
Health Division of Sub-
stance Abuse Services, TN 
Highway Safety Office, and 
State Farm. JACOA is a 
nonprofit organization 
funded in part by the State 
of Tennessee and the De-
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development.

For more information 
about the Tennessee Teen 
Institute visit www.tnteen-
institute.net or contact us at 
tnteeninstitute@jacoa.org.

Pictured is Landon Seay, Allison Smith and Khira 
Smith.

A6954/26-1

Top Left, 17 and Under 5-on-5 Champions Team Hornets included Thomas Howard, Liam Witherspoon, Ian Perez, Davon Webb, Kenden Coleman, Eli Mann and Hunter 
Ashby.  Top Right, 10 and Under 5-on-5 Champions Team Heat included Aiden Phelps, Cole Newsome, Kaden Johnson, Isaac Griffin, Mills Hughes and Janson Carroll.  Above 
Far Left, 17 and Under Free Throw Champion Ronald Stenberg (left) and Hot Shot Champion Lawson Ownby.  Above Left, 17 and Under 3-on-3 Champions Team Racers 
included Kenden Coleman, Davon Webb and Navadius Owens.   Above Right, 10 and Under 3-on-3 Champions Team Jayhawks included Alden Pecktol, Easton Bynum, Kaden 
Johnson and Cannon Kilburn.  Above Far Right, 10 and Under Free Throw Champion Max Cross (left) and Hot Shot Champion Lincoln Kendall. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner  

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (June 22-24) 
— The Annual Wildcat In-
dividual Basketball Camp, 
hosted by Bethel Universi-
ty Men’s Basketball Head 
Coach Jeff Britt, welcomed 
dozens of young hoops 
enthusiasts to campus last 
week.

T h e  t h r e e - d a y  c a m p 
began Monday. Campers 
enjoyed one-on-one in-
struction from camp staff, 

w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  C o a c h 
Britt, assistant coaches Ky-
ler Barnes and Christopher 
Beck, Student Coach Gar-
rett Hicks, Wildcat players 
Ethan Turner, Taylor Stovall 
and DJ Starr, team manager 
Hayden Wingo and Bethel 
alum Ethan French, a teach-
er and multi-sport coach for 
Huntingdon schools.

Ca m p e r s  a g e  1 0  a n d 
under participated in the 
morning, and those 17 and 
under were in action in 
the afternoon. A total of 87 

young men from around the 
region attended the camps.

The youth also compet-
ed in individual and team 
events, free throw shoot-
ing, hot shots, 3-on-3 and 
5-on-5.

The camps concluded 
Wednesday with 5-on-5 
tournaments and an awards 
ceremony. Each camper 
received a camp basketball, 
an instruction book, a cer-
tificate and a camp T-shirt.

Coach Britt said, “It is 
a pleasure to have these 

young men on our campus. 
It is a week to learn but also 
a week to have fun. The 
three days are as much fun 
for us instructors as they 
are for the campers. I think 
everyone had a great time. 
This was an active and fun 
group to have, and we feel 
they learned some things to 
help them enjoy the game 
even more. We enjoyed hav-
ing each one of these play-
ers on our campus and look 
forward to seeing them at 
our games this next season.”

10 and Under Camp 
Winners

Free Throw Champion - 
Max Cross

Hot Shot Champion - 
Lincoln Kendall

3 - o n - 3  C h a m p i o n s  - 
Tea m  Jay h awk s :  A l d e n 
Pecktol, Easton Bynum, 
Kaden Johnson and Can-
non Kilburn

5 - o n - 5  C h a m p i o n s  - 
Team Heat: Aiden Phelps, 
C o l e  Ne w s o m e,  Ka d e n 
Johnson, Isaac Griffin, Mills 
Hughes and Janson Carroll

17 and Under Camp 
Winners

Free Throw Champion - 
Ronald Stenberg

Hot Shot Champion - 
Lawson Ownby

3 - o n - 3  C h a m p i o n s  - 
Team Racers: Kenden Cole-
man, Davon Webb and Na-
vadius Owens

5 - o n - 5  C h a m p i o n s  - 
Team Hornets :  Thomas 
Ho wa rd ,  L i a m  Wi t h e r-
spoon, Ian Perez, Davon 
Webb, Kenden Coleman, 
Eli Mann and Hunter Ashby

Coach Britt also hosted 
team camps earlier this 
month, with 42 high schools 
and 33 middle schools 
attending.

Coach Jeff Britt’s Basketball Camps Develop Youth Talent

Above, Magician Terry Hedges performs a disappear-
ing coin trick with help from library patron Adelyn 
Kee. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner  Right, 
Jennifer Thornton of Second Harvest Food Bank reads 
“Pizza Counting Party” during Wednesday’s Tot Time. 
Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS 
AND BRAD SAM
banner@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGD ON ( June 
23-24) — Carroll County 
Library’s summer reading 
program continued this 
week with special visits 
from magician Terry Hedg-
es and Second Harvest Food 
Bank’s Jennifer Thornton.

Hedges wowed Carroll 
County Library’s summer 
reading program partic-
ipants Tuesday morning 
with many magic tricks. 
His presentation revolved 
around the librar y’s di-

nosaur-themed summer 
reading program, “Unearth 
a Story,” as he walked stu-
dents through an appli-
cation to work at his new 
dino park. The presentation 
educated students about 
different dinosaur species 
while entertaining them 
with various jokes and mag-
ic tricks.

Wednesday’s Tot Time 
featured Thornton as a 
guest reader. She is the co-
ordinator for volunteer and 
community engagement at 

Second Harvest Food Bank 
of Middle Tennessee-West.

Th o r n t o n  rea d  d i n o -
saur-themed books to the 
kids and provided a fun 
craft to wrap up the event. 
Each young attendee creat-
ed and decorated his or her 
own hatching dinosaur egg.

She also encouraged par-
ents to visit secondharvest-
midtn.org to either identify 
food resources in the region 
or to get involved with Sec-
ond Harvest’s efforts.

The Carroll County Li-

brary summer reading pro-
gram continues Wednes-
day, July 1 with Tot Time 
featuring Head Start  at 
10:30 a.m. and Mr. Bond 
Science Guys at 2 p.m.

The library will be closed 
Friday, July 3 and Saturday, 
July 4 for Independence 
Day.

A program presented by 
representatives from Nat-
chez Trace State Park is 
Tuesday, July 7 at 10:30 a.m.

Magic, More at 
Carroll County 
Library Events


