Accepting new patients.
Now with extended hours
and walk-in’s welcome.

@ &SI BAPTIST

Carroll County
Family Health Care

641 R.B. Wilson Dr. | Huntingdon, TN 38344 Hours:

731-986-7400 Monday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

Tuesday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

A1478/32-TF/EOW

(Lto R): Stephanie Slack-Allen, DNP, APRN, PMHNP-BC; Chris Blount, PA-C; Elly Riley, . .
DO; Lori Holladay, NP; Jill Bennett, NP; Katharine Bullock, FNP; and Emily Ezel, DO. baptistonline.org/carrollcounty
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HENRY COUNTY — Two men are held Waste 3ervices

Experience the Magic of
Japan, Page 6
B School Launches without bond following the murder of
Competitive eSports Henry County resident Angela Claxton. In-
Program, Page 10 vestigators report that Kenneth Claxton, the
victim’s husband, allegedly promised Travis

Ryan, Jr. $80,000 in life insurance money

The West Tennessee
solid waste management
landscape is set for a sig-
nificant transition this sum-
mer as Republic Services

B Chris Nelson Basketball
Camps: Over Two
Decades of Cultivating

Young Players, Page 11 to commit the crime. Within five days of announced it will acquire
the crime, the murder plot was uncovered RaeKar Waste Services. The

- - acquisition, which officially

OBITUARIES Kenneth Claxton Travis Ryan, Jr. See MURDER on Page 3 takes effect on July 1, 2026,
David Etheridge lIl, 52 brings an end to a period of
James D. Padgett, 76 direct competition between

the two waste collection
providers in the region.

Heavy Rains Flood =
Streets, Down Trees i kim

Heavy rains on Saturday, June 13 For Inflated

Billy Eugene Phifer, 52

Looking for a place to produced flooded streets, downed e
grow in faith and find a trees, and some temporary power water BI“S
welcoming community? outages.
. Rainfall amounts in Northwest BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
wam(::';ti:ﬁvitggp;;it ar?:l;:ﬂ: Tennessee on June 13, 2026, were Isummers@mckenziebanner.com
family to join us for our weekly highly localized and tied to scat- TREZEVANT (June 9) —

e tered severe thunderstorms that

SOUTH I  swept through the region during
STORA  the afternoon and evening. Because
these storms were convective, to-
tals varied significantly over short
distances.

The National Weather Service
office in Memphis issued Severe nances of the town’s Indus-
Thunderstorm Warnings for coun- trial Development Board
ties including Weakley, Gibson, (IDB).

Carroll, and Henry, noting intense
storm cells that produced up to 60
mph wind gusts and quarter-sized
hail. While broad regional averag-
es generally ranged from 0.25 to
1.5 inches, localized pockets that
experienced heavy training thun-
derstorms received 2 to 3+ inches of
precipitation within short periods.

services. Our doors are open
to everyone in our community.

SUNDAYS
10 a.m. — Sunday School
(Classes for all ages)

11 a.m. - Morning Service
1:30 p.m. — Afternoon Service
WEDNESDAYS

7 p.m. — Mid-Week Prayer
and Bible Study

Join Us This Sunday at
Grace Baptist Church!

The Trezevant Mayor and
Board of Aldermen met
Tuesday to address a range
of municipal issues, with
significant focus on water
billing irregularities and a
tense dispute over the fi-

The board took immedi-
ate action on water billing
concerns after residents
reported receiving signifi-
cantly inflated bills.

Water department oper-
ator Erik Grimes, who was
present at the meeting, at-
tributed the missed readings
to recurring water leaks that

Jon King Pastor
Fred Morris Associate Pastor

747 WEST MAGNOLIA AVE,
McKENZIE, TENNESSEE

A6752/18-TF

A car was stranded on South Main Street, McKenzie during flooding
on Saturday, June 13. The driver safely exited the vehicle. The water
did not get into Block City Pizza or South Main Storage. Photo by
Joel Washburn./The Banner

See FLOOD on Page 3

See BILLS on Page 3
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Meet Eric Sawyers

My name is Eric Sawyers,
and I am honored to be
the Republican candidate
for Carroll County Sheriff.
As a fifth-generation Car-
roll Countian, my roots run
deep in this community.
I am a proud graduate of
Huntingdon High School
and have spent my life serv-
ing and supporting the peo-
ple of Carroll County.

My wife Rachel and
I have been married for
16 years, and together we
are raising our two teen-
age sons on our small farm
here in Carroll County.
Family, faith, hard work
and community values are
the principles that guide
my life everyday.

I began my law enforce-
ment career at 19 years
old as a reserve deputy for
the Carroll County Sher-
iff’s Office. At 23 years old,
I was hired as a full-time
deputy and have proudly
served the citizens of Car-
roll County ever since.

Over the past 25 years,
I have gained experience
in nearly every aspect of
law enforcement, serving
as a Patrol Deputy, Shift
Sergeant, Firearms Instruc-
tor, General Department
Instructor, Evidence Cus-
todian and Criminal Inves-
tigator. These experiences
have provided me with
leadership, knowledge and
hands-on experience nec-
essary to lead the Carroll
County Sheriff’s Office. I
understand the challenges
facing our community, our
deputies and our justice
system, because I have
spent my career serving
on the front lines.

As Sheriff, I can assure
you that my leadership style
will be visible, involved and
accessible. My top priorities
will be public safety, fight-
ing crime and aggressively
targeting drug dealers who
threaten our communities.
I am committed to making
Carroll County a safer place
for every family.

The safety of our chil-
dren is one of my highest
priorities. We will provide
additional patrols around

our schools and fully sup-
port our school resource of-
ficers who work everyday to
protect our students, teach-
ers and staff. By working
together we can strength-
en the safety and security
of our community while
continuing to make Carroll
County a great place to live,
work, worship and raise a
family.

I will work closely with
the County Mayor’s office
and County Commission
to pursue every available
grant opportunity to pro-
vide the training, equip-
ment and resources our
Sheriff’s Office employees
need to serve our com-
munity effectively. By se-
curing outside funding
whenever possible, we can
reduce the financial burden
on local taxpayers while
ensuring our employees
have the tools necessary
to do their jobs safely and
professionally.

I am committed to being
a responsible steward of
your tax dollars. I will elim-
inate wasteful spending,
operate the Sherift’s Office
with fiscal discipline and
make every dollar count.
My goal is to provide the
highest level of public safe-
ty while maintaining a con-
servative, accountable ap-
proach to managing county
resources.

As your sheriff, T will
build a Sheriff’s Office that
is professional, well-trained,
well-supported, and com-
mitted to serving the citi-
zens of Carroll County with
integrity and compassion.
I will be visible, accessible
and actively engaged with
our community. I believe
accountability starts at the
top, and I expect the citi-
zens of Carroll County to
hold me accountable just
as I will hold every mem-
ber of the Sheriff’s Office
accountable. By working to-
gether, we can build a safer,
stronger and better Carroll
County for our families and
future generations.

I humbly ask for your
vote to be the next sheriff
of Carroll County.

A

Meet Michael A. Smith

My name is Michael A.
Smith. I was born in Mi-
lan, Tennessee, to Lucille
Hart and Harry Smith, and
I am the youngest of elev-
en children. I have lived in
Carroll County my entire
life and am proud to call
this community home.
I attended Huntingdon
High School and graduat-
ed in 1990.

My wife, Janna, and I
have been married for
nine years. Together, we
have a blended family of
eight children and thir-
teen grandchildren. We
currently reside in Hollow
Rock, Tennessee.

I currently serve as
a Shift Sergeant on the
night shift with the Car-
roll County Sheriff’s Office
and also own and operate
Smith Roofing, Construc-
tion and Home Repair,
a small business I have
successfully managed for
the past twenty-five years.

My law enforcement
career began in 2008 as a
part-time dispatcher with
the Benton County Sher-
iff’s Department. I later
became a full-time Cor-
rections Officer. In Janu-
ary 2010, Benton County
sent me to the Tennessee
Law Enforcement Acad-
emy, where I graduated
on March 11, 2010. After
serving Benton County
for another year, I joined
the Carroll County Sher-
iff’s Office, where I have
proudly served for the
past fourteen years. Ten
of those years have been
spent serving as a Shift
Sergeant on the night
shift.

Community Service
and Leadership

Serving and protecting
others has been a life-
long commitment for me.
Throughout the years, I
have served Carroll Coun-
ty in many capacities,
including:

« Volunteer Firefighter
for the Hollow Rock and

Carroll County Fire De-
partments for 15 years.

o Certified Firefighter I,
11, and III.

o Member of the first
graduating class of Carroll
County First Responders.

« Member of the Carroll
County Rescue Squad for
15 years.

» Member of the Carroll
County Hazardous Mate-
rials (HazMat) Team for
2 years.

e Alderman for the
Town of Hollow Rock for
14 years.

« Vice Mayor of Hollow
Rock for 4 years.

o Completed 14 hours
of class with the Tennes-
see Comptroller of the
Treasury.

o Attended the Tennes-
see Dangerous Drug Task
Force class where I was
certified in clandestine
labs.

My experience in law
enforcement, emergen-
cy services, local govern-
ment, and small business
ownership has given me a
unique understanding of
the needs of Carroll Coun-
ty and its citizens.

Why do | want to be
Carroll County Sheriff?

I want to be Sheriff so
I can continue serving
the residents of Carroll
County while supporting
the men and women who
serve alongside me. My
goal is to build a stronger,
more professional depart-
ment that puts people first,
promotes accountability,
and provides the highest
level of service and pro-
tection to our community.
By working together, we
can ensure a safer future
for Carroll County and
continue building a Sher-
iff’s Office that our citizens
can trust and be proud of.
Together, Working for a
Safer Tomorrow in Carroll
County.
Michael A. Smith
Candidate for Carroll
County Sheriff

NEWS

Chief White is a dedicated
law enforcement profession-
al with 25 years of service
and a career distinguished
by leadership, integrity, and
commitment to communi-
ty safety. He began his law
enforcement career as a Re-
serve Deputy with the Carroll
County Sheriff’s Office. He
was later hired as a full-time
officer with the McKenzie
Police Department, where he
built his career and advanced
through the ranks from Pa-
trol Officer to Chief of Police.

During his tenure with the
department, he has served as
Corporal, Sergeant, Adminis-
tration Sergeant, Lieutenant,
Assistant Chief, and Chief of
Police. Throughout his ca-
reer, Chief White has gained
extensive experience in pa-
trol, investigations, narcotics
enforcement, training, and
administration. His special-
ized assignments have in-
cluded K-9 Officer, Evidence
Custodian, Narcotics Inves-
tigator, General Investigator,
Clan Lab Technician and
Site Safety Officer, Driving
School Instructor, Firearms
Instructor, and General De-
partmental Instructor (GDI).

For the past three and a
half years as Chief of Police,
he has been responsible for
developing, managing, and
overseeing departmental
budgets, ensuring the effi-
cient allocation of resources
while maintaining high stan-
dards of public safety and
operational effectiveness. His
administrative experience
includes strategic planning,
personnel management, fis-
cal oversight, and working
closely with city leadership
to meet the needs of both
the department and the
community.

Committed to professional
growth and leadership devel-
opment, Chief White com-
pleted First Line Leadership
training in 2014, graduated
from the Southeastern Lead-
ership Academy (SELA) in
2017, and graduated from
the Carroll County Leader-
ship Academy in 2025. He
is currently participating in

N
Meet Chief

Ryan White

the WESTSTAR Leadership
Program.

In addition to his law
enforcement duties, Chief
White is actively involved in
his community and profes-
sional organizations. He is
a member of the Tennessee
Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice and the McKenzie Rotary
Club.

Drawing on a quarter-cen-
tury of law enforcement ex-
perience, Chief White con-
tinues to lead with a focus
on public safety, professional
excellence, fiscal responsibil-
ity, and strong community
partnerships.

Chief White is seeking the
position of Carroll County
Sheriff to serve all of Car-
roll County by implement-
ing community programs
and technology upgrades
that have proven successful
during his tenure as police
chief.

By implementing coun-
ty-wide zoning to reduce
response times, improving
transparency through the
use of body cameras, prior-
itizing education through
continued deputy training
and greater communication
with the public, Chief White
aims to raise the bar, holding
the department to a higher
standard of public service.

Chief White plans to im-
plement each piece of his
plan for a better department
while saving taxpayers mon-
ey through grants, cleaning
up the county through ag-
gressive drug enforcement,
and implementing greater
mental health services and
“second chance” life skills
programs for inmates to
stop the “revolving door” of
recidivism.

Finally, Chief White plans
to expand the successful
“Shop with a First Respond-
er” program to meet the
needs of all of Carroll Coun-
ty’s financially disadvantaged
youth because every child
deserves to experience the
magic of Christmastime.

I humbly ask for your vote
on August 6, 2026.

Sheriff
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The questions will be a mix of
those submitted prior to the event
and those submitted the night of the
event by audience members.

During the event, only the candi-
dates and moderator are allowed to
speak. Audience members are asked
to remain silent during the event, so
every candidate can be heard. Any-
one being disruptive will be asked
to leave.

The candidates have agreed that,
on the night of the event, the Carroll
County Civic Center will be a neutral

space, meaning no campaign mate-
rials (i.e. signage, t-shirts, hats, flags,
stickers, magnets, etc.) are allowed
inside or in close proximity to the
building,

Refreshments will be hors doeu-
vres with tea, lemonade, water and
coffee.

This is a free event, and the public
is invited to attend.

For those who cannot attend in
person, at least two media outlets in
attendance will broadcast the event
live on the web.

Due to time constraints, candi-
dates for other Carroll County posi-
tions will not be speaking the night
of the event, but will instead be asked

to provide a video or written state-
ment about the position they are
seeking and their vision. This will
allow the media to deliver the other
candidates’ messages to the voters
while keeping the run time of the
event to a manageable 2.5 hours,
with two rounds of questions and a
10-minute break.

County-level positions on the Au-
gust ballot are Circuit Court Clerk,
County Mayor, Assessor of Property,
County Clerk, Trustee, Register of
Deeds, Sheriff, Road Supervisor and
County Commission Districts 1-9.

The early voting period for the
August election is July 17 - August 1.
Election day is August 6, 2026.

Gasoline Prices Drop 15.4 Cents

TENNESSEE (June 15) — Average
gasoline prices in Tennessee fell 15.4
cents per gallon in the last week, av-
eraging $3.57/g today, according to
GasBuddy’s survey of 3,821 stations
in Tennessee. Prices in Tennessee
are 52.3 cents per gallon lower than
a month ago and stand 91.5 cents
per gallon higher than a year ago.
The national average price of diesel
has decreased 11.7 cents compared
to a week ago and stands at $5.182
per gallon.

The national average price of gas-
oline has fallen 9.3 cents per gallon
in the last week, averaging $3.99/g
today. The national average is down
52.4 cents per gallon from a month
ago and stands 91.1 cents per gallon

higher than a year ago, according to
GasBuddy data compiled from more
than 11 million weekly price reports
covering over 150,000 gas stations
across the country.

Historical gasoline prices in Ten-
nessee and the national average
going back five years: June 15, 2025:
$2.65/g (U.S. Average: $3.08/g); June
15, 2024: $3.02/g (U.S. Average:
$3.43/g); June 15, 2023: $3.16/g (U.S.
Average: $3.56/g); June 15, 2022:
$4.62/g (U.S. Average: $5.02/g); June
15, 2021: $2.85/g (U.S. Average:
$3.08/g).

“Average gasoline prices fell in 47
states over the last week, with the
national average dropping below $4
per gallon late Sunday for the first

time since mid-April,” said Patrick
De Haan, head of petroleum analysis
at GasBuddy. “The decline came as
oil prices moved sharply lower in
reaction to news of a potential deal
between the United States and Iran,
though it remains to be seen whether
the agreement will hold. A handful
of price-cycling states saw averages
jump before joining the broader
downward trend. The real test now
shifts to the Strait of Hormuz, where
any reopening and resumption of
normal oil flows would be the clear-
est signal that this relief is durable.
For now, the national average could
continue falling, provided there isn't
a drastic reversal and the U.S. and
Iran continue moving in a positive
direction”

Gleason's Tater Week Takes Shape

GLEASON — The City of
Gleason’s annual Tater Week
has begun to take shape, with
the 2026 Tater Town Special
scheduled for August 31-Sep-
tember 5. Some events, like the
Miss Tater Town pageant, start
even sooner.

The Miss Tater Town pag-
eant is Saturday, August 22,
at Gleason School (3 Champi-
onship Drive, Gleason). This
is a qualifying pageant for the
Strawberry Festival.

The pageant begins at 10 a.m.
with the Baby Show, which has
five components: 0-11 months,
1 year old, 2 years old, 3 years
old and 4-5 years old.

The next show is Little Mr.
and Miss, which is open to
contestants 6-9 years old.

Pre-Teen Miss Tater Town
follows. The pre-teen contest
is open to ages 10-12.

Junior Miss Tater Town
comes next and is open to con-
testants 13-15 years old.

Miss Tater Town is the last
contest and is open to contes-
tants aged 18-21.

Pageants will start no earlier
than every 30 minutes, accord-
ing to the Gleason Gazelles.
There will be a lunch break
from 12:30-1 p.m.

Contestants are asked to be
dressed and ready 15 minutes
prior to their assigned start

time. The judges’ decisions are
final; bad sportsmanship is not
tolerated and may result in dis-
qualification without refund.

Pageant registration begins
at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, Au-
gust 22. The general registra-
tion fee is $25, and special cat-
egories are $5 each.

Tater Week officially begins
Monday, August 31, with a block
party in downtown Gleason, be-
ginning at 6 p.m. September 1 is
the annual Tater Town Special
Car Show, beginning at 6:30 in
downtown Gleason. Youth Bin-
go is September 2 at the Gazelle
Grounds, beginning at 6 p.m.
Adult Bingo is September 3 at
the Gazelle Grounds, beginning
at6 p.m.

The Tater Town Special Pa-
rade and Vendor Fair closes
out Tater Week on Saturday,
September 5. The finale event
is at the Gazelle Grounds from
10 am. to 2 p.m.

The Gleason Gazelles shared
afood truck application for indi-
viduals wishing to set up at this
year’s events: https://docs.goo-
gle.com/document/d/1enuNX-
ECE-02aCxnx9W_L8rwd-
dwV1M2wvEN]xnXj2LgY/
edit?tab=t.0

Visit the Gleason Ga-
zelles-Tater Town Special’s
Facebook page for more
information.
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Murder
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through smart watch data
and surveillance footage.

On June 5, Henry County
deputies responded to a
scene at 425 Cay Lawrence
Road in Buchanan, Tenn.
Upon arrival, deputies dis-
covered the body of Angela
Claxton, who appeared to
have been stabbed over 20
times.

Angela Claxton’s smart
watch indicated her time of
death to be approximate-
ly 2:07 a.m. on June 4. Ten
steps were logged on her
watch.

A nearby security camera
showed a “unique” white
truck with a utility bed driv-
ing on Highway 140 in Pur-
year at 1:37 a.m. on June 4,
driving toward Angela Clax-
ton’s home. Nearly an hour
later, at 2:27 a.m., the same
vehicle was seen driving
away from the area.

Investigators located the
vehicle in Dresden, Tenn.,
on June 9. According to

the warrant, Travis Ryan,
Jr. claimed the truck as his
own and confessed to the
murder of Angela Claxton.

Ryan admitted to stab-
bing Angela Claxton over
20 times on the promise
of Kenneth Claxton paying
him $80,000 in his wife's life
insurance money. Kenneth
Claxton, who was in Alaska
at the time of the murder, al-
legedly supplied Ryan with
a Tyvek suit, a knife and a
smelter to melt the knife
down.

Ryan said he wore the
Tyvek suit and a ski mask.
He reportedly entered
through the side door and
stabbed Angela Claxton in
her bed until she ran out-
side and collapsed at the
front door.

Travis Ryan, Jr. was taken
into custody at 1699 Jewel
Store Road, Dresden. He
was charged with one count
of Conspiracy to Commit
First Degree Murder and
one count of First Degree
Murder.

Kenneth Claxton was ar-
rested at 425 Cay Lawrence
Road, Buchanan. He was
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charged with one count of
Conspiracy to Commit First
Degree Murder.

Henry County General
Sessions Judge Chad Cox
arraigned both defendants
on June 11.

Kenneth E. Claxton is
scheduled to return to court
June 18. He has no attorney
on record.

Travis Ryan, Jr. returns to
court July 30 to check the
status of a forensic evalua-
tion. He will be represented
by the 24th Judicial District
Public Defender’s office.

Both men are held with-
out bond.

The joint investigation
included assistance from
the Henry County Sheriff’s
Office, TBI, the Weakley
County Sheriff’s Office, the
Puryear Police Department,
the FBI, the Kentucky State
Police, the Murray State Uni-
versity Police Department,
the 24th Judicial District
Attorney General’s Office,
the 27th Judicial District
Attorney General's Office
and the United States Attor-
ney’s Office for the Western
District of Tennessee.

Republic
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In July 2024, McKenzie
city officials chose RaeKar
over its existing contractor
Republic Services based on
Republic’s lack of commu-
nication with the McKen-
zie customers’ complaints.
Now, it appears Republic
will return as McKenzie’s
provider on July 1. McKen-
zie residents pay the city for
the services. The city then
pays RaeKar.

The merger follows ac-
tive bidding in local mu-
nicipalities, where the two
companies frequently
competed for government
waste contracts. Notably,
both firms submitted com-
petitive proposals for solid
waste collection services for
the Town of Huntingdon as
recently as this past April.
Republic earned that con-
tract that begins July 1, 2026.
Huntingdon’s longtime con-
tractor, Waste Management,
will cease operations there
on June 30.

For current RaeKar cus-

tomers, the companies
are emphasizing a focus
on service continuity. In a
statement from their ser-
vice base, RaeKar noted
that while the company is
changing ownership, the
daily operations are ex-
pected to remain consis-
tent. Residents and business
owners will continue to see
the same local personnel
handling collection routes.

“RaeKar may be changing
hands, but the important
things are staying the same,’
the company stated in a
customer notice. “You will
see the same friendly faces
and experience the same
highest-caliber customer
service””

For the immediate future,
customers are advised to
continue paying their bills
through their established

methods. Republic Services
plans to mail detailed in-
structions to former RaeKar
customers in the coming
weeks, outlining new ac-
count numbers, online pay-
ment portals, and mobile
app features.

The acquisition com-
bines two distinct footprints
in West Tennessee. RaeKar,
a family-owned business
founded in 2018 and based
in Martin, built a regional
reputation for fast and reli-
able service. Republic Ser-
vices, a large-scale provider
with an existing transfer
station located on Highway
22 in McKenzie, already ser-
vices a wide swath of the
region, including Benton,
Carroll, Decatur, Gibson,
Henry, Madison and Obion
counties, the latter of which
is the location of Republic’s
landfill.

Bills
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required his immediate at-
tention, pulling him away
from his normal duties.
Grimes noted he would
review the specific billing
complaints and acknowl-
edged that some meters
may have been misread.

Alderman Don Barger
suggested that the town re-
imburse the residents who
were overcharged.

“They were unjustly
overcharged and should be
reimbursed,” Barger said.
“We know this was a total
mistake...an overcharge”

The board voted unan-
imously to have city hall
staff audit records to iden-
tify overcharged accounts
and either issue refunds or
apply credits to future bills.

While the water issue saw
consensus, the board expe-
rienced a heated confron-
tation regarding the IDB’s
checkbook.

Barger, who served as the
point of contact for the IDB
prior to the board’s recon-
stitution in May, remains
in possession of the check-
book. He insisted that he
will only relinquish the ac-
count once new members
are formally authorized by
the bank.

“Until I have been in-
formed that there are new
authorized persons on that
checking account, I will
not relinquish that check-
book,” Barger said. “It has
to go through the normal
channels of the banking
industry”

Town Attorney Charlie
Trotter challenged the de-
lay, asserting that the funds
are public property and
must be under the control
of the municipality.

“This is public money,’
Trotter said. “It belongs to
the town, and whoever’s

Alderman Don Barger
made the motion to re-
imburse overcharged
residents. Photo by Lynd-
sey Summers/The Banner

got it ought to turn over
the books and records to
the current members of the
board.

The exchange intensified
when Trotter indicated he
would file a Freedom of In-
formation Act request to
force the turnover of the
records. Barger stated he
is already working with the
bank to remove his name
from the account.

In other legislative busi-
ness, the board addressed
the town’s fireworks or-
dinance, voting to lower
the sales license fee from
$1,500 to $150 after deter-
mining the previous fee
was excessive. Alderman
Dan Dieringer was the only
board member to dissent.
The license is required for
each sales period, mean-
ing businesses must obtain
one for Independence Day
and another for New Year’s
celebrations.

The board also moved to
boost municipal visibility
by approving the creation
of an official town website.
The project was proposed
by IDB member Janet Dick-
son, who suggested the site
could provide information
on schools and community
events to support growth.

“If we're trying to grow,’
Dickson said, “we need to
show the people what we're

all about”

Dickson agreed to build
the website, which will cost
the town between $540-
$840 per year.

Additionally, the board
approved the rezoning of
a city-owned property at
5340 Broad Street from res-
idential to commercial (B1).
The motion passed unani-
mously — though some of
the aldermen later voiced
their dissent. They said they
were not aware that they
were voting in favor of the
rezoning.

Alderman Dan Dieringer
argued that the town should
prioritize residential devel-
opment over commercial
expansion. He thought it
was more important to in-
vite people into Trezevant
rather than businesses.

“I am not in favor of re-
zoning to business,” Diering-
er said. “The town needs
more quality housing”

The Trezevant Fire De-
partment presented re-
quests for repairs to a mal-
functioning garage door,
estimated at $15,000, and
funding for additional pro-
tective gear. Alderman Leon
Lyell stressed the gravity of
the situation regarding the
facility’s door.

“Our door needs to be
fixed one way or another,’
Lyell said. While a firetruck
is eventually able to get
out of the garage, it takes
time. This serves as a det-
riment to the department’s
response times.

Mayor Bobby Blaylock
reported that new traffic
signs, priced at $8,000 total,
on Highway 79 have effec-
tively reduced speeding,
with Alderman Don Barg-
er recommending similar
signs be installed on Broad
Street. The board also re-
appointed David Bryant as
chairman of the Board of
Zoning Appeals and heard
citizen grievances regarding
the state of city sidewalks.

Above, Five first responders from Carroll County were among trainees for swift
water rescue on the Ocoee River. Below, Ironically, members of the Carroll County
Rescue Squad and EMA Director Trevor Foster were on the Ocoee River in East
Tennessee training for swift water rescue. Foster, Logan Lessenberry, Justin Abbott,

Noah Maxwell, and J.C. Norwood attended the training.

- - -

Flood

...From Front Page

The sudden deluge flood-
ed McKenzie streets of
South Main Street, North
Main Street, North Stone-
wall in front of McKenzie
Middle School and U.S. 79
under the railroad under-
pass. Portions of Hunting-
don sustained heavy rains
and some flooding.

Visitors at the gathering
area of the McKenzie Farm-
ers Market reported water
entering the building.

Much of the county sus-
tained heavy rains that
flooded some homes.

Trevor Foster, Carroll
County Emergency Man-
agement Agency Direc-
tor, said the agency has
received no calls about
damage in the county. He
encouraged residents to
report damage by visiting
https://carrollcountytn.gov/
ema.html.

Ironically, five first re-
sponders were in special-
ized swift water rescue
training in East Tennes-
see during the weekend
deluge.

Foster, Logan Lessen-
berry, Justin Abbott, Noah
Maxwell, and J.C. Norwood
attended a ‘physically in-
tense training’ on the Ocoee
River on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday.

According to the web-
site, Swift Water Rescue
I provides students with
instruction in swift water
dynamics, self-rescue/
swimming techniques,
ropes and knots, rescue
equipment, rescue wad-
ing techniques, and tech-
nical rope rigging in swift
water environments. This
course is 20 contact hours
of training that is physically
demanding.

See other submitted pho-
tos on the Banner’s Face-
book page.
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Top, A 2-year-old boy plays in the flood water in the
McKenzie Farmer’s Market during his birthday party
and baby shower for his sister. Photo by Katey Moon
Above, McKenzie Farmer's Market is pictured where
water slightly entered the building from a flooded
Cedar Street. Photo submitted by Kim Moss Below, The
footprint for a freshly-dug pool quickly filled up on Sat-
urday in Clarksburg. Photo submitted by Sandy Longmire

®

Principal

...From Front Page

following a six-year tenure as
superintendent for the Paris
Special School District. Since
then, she has served remote-
ly as a leadership coach for
Kids 1st Education, a coach-
ing and professional learn-
ing organization for school
districts and schools.
Passionate about lead-
ership development and
educational excellence, Dr.
Gerrell helps educators and
organizations build capacity,
strengthen culture and im-
prove outcomes for all learn-
ers. Her work is guided by a
belief that education is the
pathway out of poverty and
that every person deserves
honor, dignity and respect.
Dr. Gerrell is also the pres-
ident of MORE Ministry, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization, and its women'’s

Dr. Norma Gerrell

initiative — Still Becoming
— where she encourages
women to discover their pur-
pose, grow in confidence and
embrace the life they were
created to live.

Dr. Gerrell will help lead
and expand the school’s
virtual learning programs,
which serve students in
grades 6-12 across the state
of Tennessee. Clarksburg

Virtual Academy is a public
virtual school that provides
high-quality educational op-
portunities at no cost to en-
rolled students and families.

“Dr. Gerrell will bring ac-
ademic expertise and strong
leadership skills that will
help move Clarksburg Virtual
Academy forward and sup-
port a culture of continuous
growth and achievement,’
said Dr. Lisa Norris, Director
of Schools for South Car-
roll County Special School
District.

Dr. Gerrell resides in Paris,
Tenn., with her husband of
38 years, Carlton. She trea-
sures her role as a mother to
Trey (Emily), an attorney in
Memphis, Tenn., and Scott,
a board-certified behavior
analyst in Jackson, Tenn.

Clarksburg Virtual Acade-
my enrollment for the 2026-
2027 school year is now
open. Interested families can
learn more and enroll by vis-
iting RocketsOnline.org.
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A Memorial on Father’s Day
Dad Believed in Service, Country, God

From my office win-
dow in downtown McK-
enzie, I can see the Stars
and Stripes flying over
a memorial dedicated
to veterans who lost
their lives in America’s
conflicts. This memori-
al is located in down-
town McKenzie. At the
flag’s base rests a granite
marker engraved with
the name James L. Wash-
burn, while across the
street, in front of the Park
Theatre, stands a marker
for Ramona Washburn.

James married Ramo-
na Kemp, and they raised
two boys, Jeff and Joel
(me). They eloped to
Mississippi to get mar-
ried. She was only 15,
and Tennessee law did
not permit marriages at
that age.

James was a man of
deep service—dedicated
to his country, his commu-
nity, and God. He worked
tirelessly to provide for his
family, achieving much
through tenacity and hard
work. Despite his formal
education ending in the
eighth grade, he and Ra-
mona, who completed
the eleventh grade, were
remarkably accomplished.
They were adamant about
the value of education,
demanding that their sons
attend school daily. Both
Jeff and I maintained at
least 10 years of perfect
attendance at McKenzie
Schools.

James Loyd Washburn
was born on September
5, 1927, in Henderson
County, the third son of
Vester and Ardell Ross
Washburn. He assisted
with the family’s farm-
ing operations until join-
ing the military in 1945.
While he attended school
in McKenzie and com-
pleted the eighth grade,
he left school in the ninth
grade to support the
family farm—a common
practice during that era.

On November 29, 1945,
he was inducted into
military service at Fort
McPherson, Georgia. Fol-
lowing basic training, he
served with the 40th TC
Squadron, 317th Trans-
portation Group. After
being stationed in Yama-
to, Japan, with the Amer-
ican Occupation Forces
at the end of World War
II, he transferred to the E
Squadron of the 1377th
Army Air Force Base
Unit at Westover Field in
Massachusetts.

He was honorably dis-
charged from the Army
at Camp Stoneman, Cal-
ifornia, on June 29, 1947,
having been awarded
the World War II Victory
Medal and the Army of
Occupation Medal (Ja-
pan). Upon returning
to McKenzie, he joined
Company G, 117th Infan-

try Regiment of the Ten-
nessee National Guard,
where he served until
January 19, 1951.

The McKenzie Banner’s
156-year history includes
78 years of involvement
by the Washburn family.
James began his career
there in 1948 as a “print-
er’s devil,” working his
way up to become edi-
tor, co-owner, publisher
and then sole owner. In
1972, he founded and co-
owned a printing compa-
ny in Huntingdon, which
produced nine weekly
publications.

In 1985, James died
from a brain tumor, a
condition that may have
been linked to radiation
exposure during his mil-
itary service in Japan.
Following his death, the
company was owned by
Ramona, Jeff, and me.
The brothers eventually
purchased their mother’s
shares, and in 2019, Joel
and Teresa Washburn
purchased the entire
company, later selling
it to their daughter and
son-in-law, Brittany and
Jason R. Martin.

Recently, I traveled
through Japan with Beth-
el University’s Global
Studies. That fulfilled a
lifelong dream of visit-
ing the country where
my father served as part
of the occupation forc-
es. He never mentioned
anything about his mil-
itary service. When my
mother died, we found
a photo album of pho-
tos that showed some
horrendous destruction
and the loss of life. I'm
sure he never wanted to
recount that experience.

The visit to Japan com-
pleted a trifecta of my ex-
periences based on WWII
- first the 80th anniversa-
ry of Pearl Harbor, where
my daughter Brittany and
I attended along with the
Secretary of the Navy and
survivors of the event.
Pearl Harbor is where the
war began. Secondly, in
2025, my brother, Jeff and
I and spouses, traveled to
Normandy with Bethel
University’s Global Stud-
ies, where we visited the
American Cemetery and
the beaches of Norman-
dy where so many sol-
diers, sailors, Marines,
and airmen died to free
France and Europe from
the German occupation.
And finally, Teresa and I
visited Japan, where the
war ended. When I was
in Japan, I took pause
upon seeing the Japanese
flag, knowing that meant
an enemy to him, but, to
me in the year 2026, an
everlasting respect for
the Japanese people for
their support of America
and their overwhelming
kindness.

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

What A Friend We
Have In Miss Floy

I believe with all my heart
this story today is universal.
I am going to tell you about
alady who turned aside for
me...when she didn't have
to. As I unwind it for you,
you think of the Miss Floy
in your life....

Floy Coleman was young.
And beautiful. I met her
when I was eight years old.
She was barely 20. Mom
got her coming to church
with us. And lots of Sunday
evenings, after church, she
would take Miss Floy out to
the Dairy Bar. I would ride
along because ice cream
was involved.

Miss Floy would talk
to me on these trips like
I was a regular person.
And believe me, not every
grownup treated me that'a
way. Nobody was mean to
me you understand. They
just were so busy with their
adult stuff.

Not Miss Floy!

I was important to her
from the very beginning.
Gosh, she laughed so eas-
ily. She would lean down
to be close to me when
we talked. Like I was an
important person too! And
she would even give me a
hug when we let her out at
her house.

Mom, Granny, and a
couple of aunts were the
only people who loved me
enough to actually hug me.
And I can tell you with all
honesty, I was not the most
huggable guy around when
I was eight years old.

Miss Floy made an im-
pression on me from the
very beginning. But I'm
only getting started here....

She went to working at
the church. I believe she
was Brother Hatcher’s
secretary. And please un-
derstand, this is not nec-
essarily about church. It
is way beyond that. But a
big part of the story did
unfold in a small, window-
less, concrete block class-
room in the basement of
the church. At night.

Probably the most
overlooked aspect of our
church was the Training
Union. It was the hour
before the Sunday eve-
ning service. It was not as
well attended as Sunday
School. And, as a small
church, they had problems
finding willing “souls” to
come back at night and
teach me and David Mark,
Ruth Ann Wiley, Pam Col-
lins, Billy Thompson, LaR-
enda Bradfield....

Enter Miss Floy. We
didn’t know why she
chose our class. Or how
the church, or someone,
persuaded her to teach
us. But you talk about the
break of a lifetime for the
children in that room.

Everybody criticized the
old Training Union materi-
al. Too dry. Not interesting.
Not “modern” Boring. The
lessons were broken up
into sections about some
Biblical character or event.
There were usually five or
six “points” covered.

We began each night by

singing “What a Friend We
Have in Jesus.” It was the
only song Miss Floy could
play on the piano. I'm tell-
ing you with my hand up,
we sang it every Sunday
night for five years!

She would assign each
of us one of the sections
to read, give us a few min-
utes to collect our thoughts
and then have us explain
our understanding of the
passage. I was scared to
death. Until about the 27th
time I did it.

It didn’t matter if it was
Ezekiel prophesizing in
Babylon or Daniel in the
Lions’ Den, Miss Floy
would be nodding in
agreement and telling us
what a good job we did.
You talk about a most re-
freshing and long-lasting
positive influence on our
lives.

Miss Floy was in your
corner no matter what!

I learned that my
thoughts, my interpre-
tation of whatever I was
reporting on at the mo-
ment could be correct, and
meaningful. She just nod-
ded, smiled and encour-
aged you to be you. Your
thoughts mattered to Miss
Floy! If she approved, then
why not the whole world!I
had a voice!

She should have been
dating on Sunday nights.
Not putting up with us!
We used to marvel at that.
And somehow along the
way our marveling turned
into appreciation. And it is
a short hop, as you know,
from appreciation to love.

We were young, imma-
ture, silly, puffed up by our
own pride, and way too
concerned with earthly
things, but we were not
stupid. We understood full
well that part of the love
we shared for Miss Floy,
was because she first loved
us!

Miss Barbara Clark, in
high school English, as-
signed me to give a re-
port on Charles Dickens’
“Great Expectations.” It
was a snap after you had
explained Ezekiel for Miss
Floy. It was the same with
a Mahatma Gandhi term
paper in college.

Miss Floy'’s belief in me,
gave me belief in me.

She eventually married
and moved over to Par-
sons, or someplace like
that. I did not ever see her
again. But I never forgot
her. What a lasting touch
the good ones leave with
you....

When I saw the very ear-
ly morning email from her
niece, my heart stopped.
I knew before I opened
it Miss Floy had gained
her wings. As I read the
message that confirmed
her homegoing, I began to
cry...and subconsciously
started humming “What a
Friend...”

It is to this very day, my
all-time favorite song.

Respectfully,
Kes
kesley45@aol.com
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A Million Here,
Or There

“A billion here, a billion
there, and pretty soon you're
talking about real money,”
a quote often attributed to
Senator Everett Dirksen, R-1I1.
Ironically, Dirksen claimed
to never have actually said
it, but let it become part of
folklore nonetheless.

With our nation’s debt
climbing about a million dol-
lars a minute, and with fraud
eating its lion’s share, the
term will soon be “trillions’”
As a baby-boomer, I can re-
call when no cashier could
bust a “Benjamin,” and the
new generation hears “tril-
lions” as everyday fodder. But
as a contributing taxpayer for
the last six decades, I recoil at
the breaking news of fraud,
theft, and inefficiency. And
I am searching for answers
and causes.

The Proverbs of Solomon,
of course, lists the grass roots
of such conditions- greed,
lust, lying, laziness, basically
called Sin; a term never used
in politics today and rarely
in church sermons. Bernie
Madoff, Somali Learning
Centers, Dixon, IL, LA, DC,
Ukraine, and, most recently,
Ohio, are all temporary head-
lines that serve us well for a
news flash or two, and then
we so quickly return to our
collective slumber.

Our Founders proposed
the Doctrine of Popular Sov-
ereignty and a federalist sys-
tem to be enacted by Federal,
State, and local governments.
It was to be the Rule of Law
and Accountability. All elect-
ed officials would represent
the people’s will and protect
property rights, and the gov-
ernment’s public trust would
be accountable to every citi-
zen. Needless to say, it was a
groundbreaking doctrine in
its time, and, sadly, it is rare
today, especially at the local
level of representation.

First, the obvious- basic
accounting oversight of cash
flow is just that- basic math.
An accountant doesn’t miss
nine cents, much less $9 mil-
lion! Only a door left wide
open and eyes wide shut
could create such a deficit.
Fundamental financial con-
trols make sure this could
never happen- payment/
invoice/inventory reconcil-
iation/ account monitoring,
right there in the old John
Murray “Accounting Made
Easy” manual.

And I must come clean
here. My generation has
known deep down for de-
cades that something was
wrong. First, we were electing
officials in all three levels
of government who never
signed the front of a pay-
check. Simply put, they knew
(or know) nothing of efficien-
cy or balancing a budget,
much less of trimming the
fat. Tasks were, and continue
to be, over- budgeted with
inflated developments and
poorly completed projects.
(My hometown recently em-
ployed a roofer for the Civic
Center, which has yet to be
completed and the price has
escalated by 300 percent)
Somewhere between these
extremes of the $9 billion
missing in Minnesota and
the $50,000 roofing fiasco
in Henry, well, we have a
problem.

In arecent Star Tribune in-
terview, then-acting U.S. At-
torney General Joe Thomp-
son cast the net extensively
in terms of responsibility, or
rather, lack of it. In summary,

OPINION

he noted that elected officials
turn a blind eye, agencies
fail to act, law enforcement
doesn’t push hard enough,
reporters ignore the story,
community leaders stay si-
lent, and an unconcerned
public sleeps on.

In my heart, I don’t want to
think that it’s fraud or theft,
but folks, this is the bottom
line- the devastating effect
is the same! Why? Because
serving in the government
and running a business differ
in this way- it's NOT OPM,
Other People’s Money! Our
elected officials have been
entrusted with the duty to
honor their oath to every
single constituent. Ah, yes,
the proverbial oath, where
one raises his/her hand and
swears to align their actions
with their job descriptions
and responsibilities. Citizens
are not stockholders; we are
constituents, and our Found-
ers fully intended that our
elected representatives be
held responsible for public
property, public funds, and
the public trust.

Some cases are a result of
too much trust, perhaps. The
official or municipal employ-
ee seemed “too nice” to ever
do such a thing. But in the
other cases, the fraud was
deliberate and calculated. A
liar is one who loves to make
and formulate a lie for the
purpose of lying. When an
individual has been entrust-
ed with fiduciary responsi-
bilities, as with both of my
current professions, fraud
and inefficiency are the vilest
transgressions of that trust.
They were elected on the
promises that they would
guard and protect against
those very things.

Finally, cases of sheer in-
efficiency result from a lack
of research, a lack of knowl-
edge, or simply a lack of ef-
fort. Shame on those if that is
the reason the public’s trust
was lost. My dad would say
there are only two reasons
a problem continues: either
you don’t know enough to
solve it, or you don’t care
enough to solve it. In my
hometown, the intersection
of Elm and Atlantic resem-
bled a third-world country
for the first thirty years I lived
here. A few years ago, $20,000
was spent on repairs at the
intersection, albeit poorly.
Now it’s being allowed to
be destroyed again. In fact,
the first vehicle to traverse
the site was an eighty-thou-
sand-pound tractor-trailer,
in blatant violation of local
ordinances! This abuse con-
tinues with potholes forming
like pubescence acne, and
tanks of chemicals have re-
started their trek in violation
of HAZMAT and EPA regula-
tions, uncontested.

So what do these two ex-
tremes have in common: the
state of Minnesota with over
five million residents and a
rural town in western Ten-
nessee? The answer- one
dollar unaccounted for at
a time; one blind eye at a
time; one unaware citizen at
atime. Somewhere in Henry,
there are unreturnable, un-
needed, and unused boxes
of trail cameras and the like,
gathering dust, a result of the
previous mayor’s reckless
and unchecked spending
spree. I witnessed blocks of
money being reassigned for
his use at his discretion, with
little or no oversight. The
minimal result is waste and
inefficiency, and the sober
realization that, from the lo-
cal levels to the Federal level,
officials are treating it as Oth-
er People’s Money.

Did I mention elections
are coming up soon?

Sincerely,
Tony N. Boyd
Henry, TN
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McKENZIE FARMERS
MARKET

The McKenzie Farmers
Market, across from City
Hall on Cedar Street, is
open each Saturday until
the end of October from 8
a.m. until noon.

CARROLL COUNTY
JULY 4TH EVENTS

Sunday, June 28 at dark
— Eastview Fireworks
Show at the Carroll County
Fairgrounds

Sunday, June 28 at dark
— Terry Volunteer Fire De-
partment Fireworks Show

Saturday, July 4 at 5:30
p.m. — McLemoresville
Parade; Fireworks Show at
dark

Saturday, July 4 at 5 p.m.
— Freedom Festival at McK-
enzie Recreational Park

Saturday and Sunday,
July 4-5, gates open at 5:30
p.m. — Clayhill Motorsports
Park Freedom and Fire-
works Celebration Nights

Sunday, July 5 at 6 p.m.
— Hollow Rock Fire De-
partment Fireworks Show
and Music at Central High
School

Sunday, July 5 at 8 a.m.
— Dixie Car Show and Mc-
Lemoresville Fire Depart-
ment Food Booth

Events compiled by the
Carroll County Chamber
of Commerce. Times and
dates are subject to change.

CARROLL COUNTY E9T
BUDGET MEETING

The Carroll County Emer-
gency Communication
District Budget Committee
meets in a regular sched-
uled meeting Tuesday, June
23 at 5:30 p.m. at 20405 East
Main Street, Huntingdon.
Citizens desiring to publicly
comment at the meeting
on an agenda item must
register with the district at
731-986-8911. A copy of
the Public Comment Poli-
cy may be obtained at the
district office, temporarily
located at 20405 East Main
Street, Huntingdon.

McKENZIE ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION DECADES
REUNION

Plans are underway for
the third annual MHSAA
Decades Reunion week-
end on September 25-26.
All MHS alumni are invit-
ed to return to McKenzie
to reconnect with friends,
classmates, former teach-
ers through many reunions
and other planned events.
Updates on the upcom-
ing weekend will be on
the alumni association’s
Facebook site and in The
McKenzie Banner. For more

information, email mcken-
ziehsalumni.tn@gmail.com.

GLEASON HAPPY
BIRTHDAY AMERICA
CELEBRATION

A Happy Birthday Amer-
ica 250th Anniversary cel-
ebration is in downtown
Gleason on Friday, July 3.
A parade begins at 6 p.m.
Local talent begins at 6:30
p.m. featuring Hadley Gar-
rison and Jade Kowalewski.
A classic car cruise-in is on
Magnolia Avenue at 7 p.m.
Fireworks are at 9 p.m.

McKENZIE ROTARY
BOSTON BUTT SALE

Make sure to purchase
your tickets to the annual
McKenzie Rotary Boston
Butt Sale. It is fully cooked
and ready to eat - just in
time for Father’s Day! Pick
up day is June 20. For tick-
ets, see a member of Rota-
ry or use this link: https://
givebutter.com/boston-
butt-sale-pprdop. Please
remember there will be a
processing fee applied using
the link. Or, purchase from
any Rotary member for $50.

SHERIFF TOWN HALL
COMING JUNE 30

The McKenzie Banner
and The Carroll County
Observer are organizing
a Carroll County Sheriff’s
Town Hall and Community
Forum on Tuesday, June
30, 2026 at 6 p.m. at the
Carroll County Civic Cen-
ter at 201 Mustang Drive
in Huntingdon to meet the
three candidates vying for
the Sheriff’s position: Eric
Sawyers, Michael A. Smith
and Ryan White.

The moderator will be
retired Circuit Court Judge
Donald Parish. News me-
dia will be broadcasting the
event. Early voting is July
17-August 1. Election day is
August 6, 2026.

ALA UNIT 47 FAMILY
DANCE NIGHT

The American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 47 hosts a
Family Dance Night every
Thursday night from 7-9
p-m. at the Carroll Coun-
ty Civic Center, 201 Fair-
grounds Rd, Huntingdon.
A different band is featured
each week. All are welcome
- singles and/or partners.
Admission is $8. Limited
snacks and refreshments
available for purchase. For
the band schedule, check
out our Facebook page:
American Legion Auxiliary,
Huntingdon, TN Unit 47.

MHS CLASS OF 1976
REUNION

McKenzie High School
Class of 1976 is holding a
50-year class reunion on
September 26, 1 p.m. at
Chandler Farms in McK-
enzie. The event is in con-
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junction with the MHS
Alumni Association annual
reunion. For more infor-
mation, e-mail Amy Rich
Carter at amyrcarter58@
gmail.com or Marsha Spain
Smith at smithmarsha99@
yahoo.com.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB
AT HOMETOWN HEALTH

Everyone is invited to
The Breakfast Club every
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m.
for coffee, snacks, mingling
and a light activity. Take
the chance to connect and
socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light
exercise and fun! Bring a
friend and come make new
ones at Hometown Health
Clinic - Pediatrics/Specialty
Entrance. We can’t wait to
see you there!

HUMANE SOCIETY
EVENTS, NEWS

Cat Vouchers

Cat spay/neuter vouchers
are always available for $60.
To purchase by phone for
use at Paris Vet Clinic, call
731-514-0878 and leave a
message. These are avail-
able to anyone regardless of
residency. We now offer cat
vouchers to Carroll Coun-
ty residents for $60 at the
Huntingdon Animal Clinic.
These must be purchased
in person at the shelter with
cash or card, and proof of
residency is required. How-
ever, Carroll Co. residents
can still use Paris Vet Clinic
if preferred.

McKENZIE TOPS MEETS
WEEKLY

Win over weight with
support and encourage-
ment by meeting with the
McKenzie Chapter of TOPS
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly)
each Monday at 3 p.m. in
the McKenzie Church of
Christ gymnasium. The first
meeting is free. For more
information, call 731-352-
7309. If no answer, leave a
message.

CARROLL COMMISSION
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month, 7 p.m,,
in the Conference Room
of the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex, High Street,
Huntingdon. No meetings
in February and July.

ADULT EDUCATION
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location —
Adult Education Building,
14155 Paris Street. Office
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30
p.m. Classes are offered
for one-on-one instruction
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON.
For more information,
phone 731-364-5481.

HUNTINGDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Brenda Brown to Tell About
Natchez Trace State Forest

HUNTINGDON — Bren-
da Brown is Huntingdon
Historical Society’s June
storyteller, presenting
on the Round Top in the
Natchez Trace State For-
est. Her presentation is
Wednesday, June 17 at 9
am.

Brown was born in 1947
on a farm close to the Nat-
chez Trace. She grew up
in the area and attended
Mount Comfort Church.

Brown’s ancestors were
some of the first home-
steaders in the Natchez
Trace State Forest. Her
mother, who lived in the
area, sometimes recalled
how she used to go by the
Old Pecan Tree in a cov-
ered wagon.

It was up until the early
1800s before the first set-
tlers came and settled into
the Round Top area of the
Natchez Trace State Forest.
The first settlers were from
North Carolina, and they
were hunters and trappers.
After about a year, several
of the settlers moved about
four miles into the Maple
Creek area.

Two old churches still
remain in the area: Shi-
loh Baptist Church, es-
tablished a little before
1930, and Mount Com-
fort Church, established
in 1830. Both churches
are still open and have
services.

Huntingdon Historical
Society invites the com-

Honoring
a Lifetime
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Stones For Your Loved Ones
\{ Largest Display of Memorials in W. Tennessee

“GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES”
Henry County Monument Works

1203 S. Dunlap St., Paris, Tenn. 38242
THE TRAVIS FAMILY e Serving this area since 1924

731-642-2885 * www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

munity to join them in the
conference room of City
Hall (Old Dilday Funer-
al Home) in Huntingdon,
Tenn., on June 17 at 9 a.m.
for this presentation.

JAMES JIMMY'
PADGETT
1949 — 2026

McKENZIE — Funeral
services for James D. (Jim-
my) Padgett are Tuesday,
June 16, 2026, at 2 p.m. at
Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home. The family will
receive friends on Tuesday,
from 1 p.m. until service
time. Interment will fol-
low at Mt Olivet Cemetery,
McKenzie.

James Padgett, 76, died
peacefully at his home in
McKenzie, on June 9, 2026.

Born on October 29, 1949,
James was the beloved son
of the late Martha McAnulty
Padgett and John E. Padgett.
He was also preceded in
death by his sister, Barbara
Ward (Joe); and by his wife,
Norma Padgett.

James is survived by his
sister, Judy Hall (Jack); and
his brother, John Padgett
(Leslie). From his first
marriage to Denise Disney,
he has two children, Da-
vid Padgett and Shannon
Pavesic (Pete). Through
his marriage to Norma,
he is also survived by his
stepchildren, Bess Toombs
(Lynn) and Chris Lutz.

He was a proud grandfa-
ther to Madyson Driggers,
Kyle Lutz (Chelsea), Lydia
Lutz, Gavin Pavesic, Mia
Hansen (Tayler), and Luke
Toombs; and a great-grand-
father to Krews Lutz, Brooks
Lutz, and Luke Hansen.

A lifelong resident of
McKenzie, James graduated
from McKenzie High School
in 1967, where he was a
multi-sport athlete and let-
terman in both football and
baseball. As a senior, he was
honored as Most Valuable
Running Back in 1967. He
continued his education at
the University of Tennes-
see at Martin, graduating in
1970, and earned his Doc-
tor of Dental Surgery de-
gree from the University of
Tennessee Health Science
Center College of Medicine
in 1973.

For more than four de-
cades, Dr. Padgett faithfully
served the people of McK-
enzie and the surrounding
communities through his
dental practice, retiring in
2016 after 48 years of ded-
icated service. In 2022, he
was honored with a Key
to the City of McKenzie in
recognition of his distin-
guished career in dentistry
and his lasting impact on
generations of families who
entrusted him with their
care.

James was a member
of First United Methodist
Church of McKenzie, where
he was a man of quiet faith
and steady kindness. Out-

GREENFIELD
MONUMENT WORKS
Est. 1900

731.235.2293
GREENFIELDMONUMENTWORKS.COM

When you're ready, we're here.
No letters, no agents.

Traditional & Custom Headstones
Etchings * Benches * Pet Markers
Cremation Memorials ¢ And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45
Greenfield, TN 38230
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BRUMMITT-M CKENZIE

FUNERAL HOME

Our funeral plans have the protection by the
State of Tennessee through Tennessee
Pre-Paid Funeral Benefits Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222
Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811
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side the office, his greatest
joys were time with fami-
ly, friends, and the simple
pleasures of life in West
Tennessee.

He was a lifelong golfer, a
passion that began as a boy
at Carroll Lake Golf Course
in McKenzie, which his fa-
ther, John, built. He grew
up on those greens and
fairways, working on and
helping maintain the course
while developing a love for
the game that would last a
lifetime. A love rewarded
with two holes-in-one and
countless tournament wins
alongside friends who be-
came family. He also loved
boating and fishing on the
Tennessee River, where he
spent many summer days
cruising and laughing with
loved ones.

James also had a deep
love for music. In his high
school and college years,
he played in several local
bands, including The Ox-
fords and The Trademarks,
and remained lifelong
friends with his bandmates.

Known for his positive
outlook, gracious heart, and
gentle spirit, James lived
with optimism, loyalty, and
compassion. He was deeply
devoted to his family, his
patients, and his commu-
nity — and his warmth and
humor will be remembered
by all who knew him.

Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home, 731-352-4848.

DAVID ETHERIDGE I
1974 — 2026

McKENZIE — A memori-
al service for David Annon
(Trae) Etheridge III is on
Friday, June 19, 2026, at 6
p.m. at the funeral home.
The family will receive
friends on Friday, from 4
p-m. until service time.

Mr. Etheridge, 52, died at
St. Thomas West on Mon-
day, June 8, 2026. He was
born in Greenville, Miss.,
on May 16, 1974, to David
Annon Etheridge Jr. and
Connie Kelly Etheridge.

He is survived by his wife,
Elizabeth Gearin Etheridge
of McKenzie; four children,

R27680/24-1
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The family of Ottis Ray
Dunning would like to express
our sincere thanks to our many
friends, family and neighbors
for all the expressions of love
and sympathy extended to us
during the loss of our beloved
husband, dad and grandad. All
of the cards, calls, visits, food,
flowers and gifts were greatly
appreciated. We're especially
thankful for all the love and
prayers.

A special thank you to
Brummitt-McKenzie Funeral
Home for the care and kindness
shown to our family and to Bro
Larry and sister Loretta for the
loving message and songs.

May God Bless You All
Marie Dunning and family

Frontler
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David Annon Etheridge,
IV and wife Molly, Casey
Ashley and her husband,
Chandler of Terry, Miss.,
Todd Etheridge and Caleb
Jones, both of McKenzie;
a brother, Terry (Donna)
Etheridge of Tupelo, Miss;
and four grandchildren.

He is preceded in death
by his father.

BILLY PHIFER
1973 — 2026

GLEASON — Funeral ser-
vices for Billy Eugene Phifer,
52, were Saturday, June 20,
2026, at Brummitt-McKen-
zie Funeral Home. Inter-
ment was at Pleasant Grove
Cemetery in the Stafford
Store Community.

Mr. Phifer died on Tues-
day, June 9, 2026, at Skyline
Medical Center.

He was born in Martin,
Tenn., on October 8, 1973,
to Eugene Phifer and Kay
Welch Hayes.

He is survived by his part-
ner, Ginger Pratt; his chil-
dren, Kaitlin (Ben) Hargett
of McKenzie, Nina Phifer
(Dylan Cary) of McKenzie,
Jonathan (Heather) Wheat
of McKenzie, and Samantha
(Matt) Massey of Springville;
his mother, Kay Hayes of
Gleason; his father, Gene
(Lucille) Phifer of Green-
field; a sister, Stephanie
(Danny) Frazier of Sharon;
and a brother, Bobby Welch
of Buchanan, Tenn.

He also leaves behind
seven grandchildren.

Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home.
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THEATRE

Jim Adams Drive
Paris, TN * 642-1696

DISCLOSURE DAY (PG-13)

Tues. 4:25 « 7:25
Wed. 4:25 « 7:25
Thurs. 4:25 « 7:25

SCARY MOVIE (R)

Tues. 4:30 « 7:30
Wed. 4:30  7:30
Thurs. 4:30 « 7:30

MASTERS OF THE
UNIVERSE (PG-13)
Tues. 4:25 » 7:25

Wed. 4:25 ¢ 7:25
Thurs. 4:25 « 7:25

BACKROOMS (R)

Tues. 4:35 ¢ 7:35
Wed. 4:35 « 7:35
Thurs. 4:35 « 7:35

THE BREADWINNER (PG)

Tues. 4:35 « 7:35
Wed. 4:35 ¢ 7:35
Thurs. 4:35 « 7:35

THE MANDALORIAN
AND GROGU (PG-13)

Tues. 4:30 (3D) « 7:30
Wed. 4:30 (3D) * 7:30
Thurs. 4:30 (3D) * 7:30

INFOLINE
731-642-7171

All Movies Now in
Digital DLP/HD

hdA4365/24-1

NOT ALL FOUNDATION
CRACKS ARE COSMETIC

$400:

ANY
PROJECT

Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with any other offer or
promotional financing. Must be presented at time of inspection.
Limitations may apply. Expires 6/30/26.

844-978-3001

FrontierFoundations.com
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NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated Section 13-7-203,

notice is hereby given of a public hearing to be held by the
McKenzie Mayor and Board of Aldermen on Monday, the 22nd
day of June, 2026 at 5:45 p.m. at McKenzie City Hall.

The hearing is to receive public input on an amendment to
the Official Zoning Map of McKenzie, Tennessee which
would rezone properties located at 15671, 15687, and
15697 Highland Drive (owned by the Perkins Corporation)
from partially B-2 (Highway Business) and R-3 (High Density
Residential) to entirely B-2 (Highway Business). Full copies of
the proposed amendment may be viewed in McKenzie City
Hall during normal business hours. All interested persons are
invited to attend and comment.

A1/23-

Juneteenth is Friday

Juneteenth National Inde-
pendence Day is this Friday,
June 19. This marks the fifth
year the United States will
recognize Juneteenth as a
federal holiday.

Juneteenth, short for “June
Nineteenth,” recognizes the
June 19, 1865, emancipation

of enslaved people from Gal-
veston, Texas.
Considered the lon-
gest-running African Amer-
ican holiday, Juneteenth
has gone by many names:
Emancipation Day, Free-
dom Day, Jubilee Day, June-
teenth Independence Day,

Black Independence Day
and, by statute, Juneteenth
National Independence Day.

On that day, federal
troops arrived in the city,
taking control of the entire
state of Texas and ensur-
ing all enslaved people be
freed — more than two
years after the Emancipation
Proclamation.

All 50 states and the Dis-

GENERAL - MATTER OF RECORD

trict of Columbia now recog-
nize Juneteenth as a federal
holiday — meaning most
federal offices will be closed
on Friday. Locally, banks
will close as well as some
municipal offices. The City
of McKenzie, for example,
will close its offices June
18-19. McKenzie Memorial
Library is also closed Friday,
June 19.

Inglenook Book Club Celebrates History

SUBMITTED BY
BEVERLY MUELLER

Recording Secretary

PUBLIC NOTICE

West Tennessee Medical Group Gastroenterology will be
closing effective July 1, 2026. As part of this transition,
Florentina Whitford, NP, will maintain her McKenzie practice
location under McKenzie General Surgery, a satellite of
Martin General Surgery. She may continue to provide
care for certain patients, as clinically appropriate, with
routine gastrointestinal concerns and preventive screening
needs. Patients interested in exploring whether continued
care with Florentina Whitford, NP may be appropriate
should contact McKenzie General Surgery at 731-261-
0440 for additional information and care coordination.
Patients requiring ongoing specialty gastroenterology
services or management of more complex gastrointestinal
conditions are encouraged to establish care with another
gastroenterology provider.

A319/24-1
“Doing business without ,”WE ?ﬂﬂt help
P L, illuminate your
advertising is like ‘winking’ at businesg! *’

someone in the dark; you know

what you are doing, but no

COMMERGIALPRINTING
one else does.” - Walter Seward
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NOTICE OF RESALE

VIRGINIA DARLENE LEDDY, DECEASED:
THE ESTATE OF:  CIVIL ACTION NO: 2024-PA-12

Whereas, the bid on the real property in this Estate has been
raised. This property will be offered for resale at the First Floor
Lobby of the Carroll County Courthouse, 99 Court Square,
Huntingdon, Tennessee, on Monday, June 22, 2026, at 10 a.m.

This property is located at 3775 Field School Road, McK-
enzie, TN. This property is located in the 09th Civil District of
Carroll County, Tennessee, and is identified as Map No: 029,
Group: Parcel No: 005.00, in the Office of the Property As-
sessor of Carroll County, Tennessee; and further described in
Deed Book: 375, Page: 306, and in Deed Book: 367, Page:
430, in the Register of Deeds Office of Carroll County, Ten-
nessee.

The bidding will begin at $28,600, the amount the bid has
been raised to. This property is sold subject to the 2026 prop-
erty taxes.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS WILL BE THE FINAL OPPOR-
TUNITY TO BID ON THIS PROPERTY. THIS AUCTION WILL
BE FINAL.

TERMS OF SALE: 10% down with the balance due within thir-
ty (30) days upon delivery of deed. A letter from a lender will be
required for the balance of the bid.

Steven L. West, BPR#012326,
West & West Attorneys, Attorneys for the Estate, P.O. Box
687, Huntingdon, TN 38344

Kenneth Todd — Clerk & Master and Special Commissioner

A403/24-1

NOTICE OF SALE

OF REAL PROPERTY

BARBARA ANN NADIN: THE ESTATE OF:
CIVIL ACTION NO: 2019-PA-6

By the authority granted by an “ORDER’ filed in the above styled
Estate, and entered of record in Probate Minute Book: 044, Page:
381, I will on Saturday, June 27, 2026 at 10 a.m., offer for sale to the
highest and best bidder the real property as set out in said “Order”.

Said real property will be sold on the premises located at 1020
Fesmire Road, Cedar Grove, Tennessee. The sale will take place
on Saturday. June 27, 2026, at 10 a.m., at 1020 Fesmire Road,
Cedar Grove, Tennessee 38321.

Said property consists of a residential lot upon which is located
a two story frame home with 1,596 S.F. of Heated Area, a 198 S.F.
open front porch, a 176 S.F. Enclosed Back Porch, and a 14'X28’
Shed. Downstairs the home has three bedrooms, a bath, a Large
Living Room and a Kitchen. Upstairs there is a Large Bedroom and
a Bath. This property is in a great location and could be a showplace
with a little TLC. Country Living! This house has great character!!
DON'T MISS THIS SALE!

THIS AUCTION SALE WILL BE POSTED ON-LINE AT gov-
ease.com

This property is located in the 6th Civil District of Carroll County,
Tennessee, and is identified as Map No: 146, Group:, Parcel No:
040.01, in the Office of the Property Assessor of Carroll County,
Tennessee; and further described in Deed Book: 322, Page: 476, in
the Register of Deeds Office of Carroll County, Tennessee.

A description of this real property will be given on the day of sale
and may be had by calling the Office of the Clerk & Master (731-
986-1920) during regular Office hours. Please call the Office of the
Clerk & Master (731-986-1920) if you have any questions or for an
appointment to see the property.

This property is being sold subject to the 2026 property taxes.

TERMS OF SALE: 10% DOWN WITH THE BALANCE DUE
WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS UPON DELIVERY OF DEED. A LET-
TER OF CREDIT FROM A LENDER WILL BE REQUIRED FOR
THE BALANCE OF THE BID.

Donnie W. Knott BPR#0I 7769, Attorney for the Estate
5070 West Van Hook Street, Milan, TN 38358

Kenneth Todd, Clerk & Master and Special Commissioner

A403/23-2

MCcKENZIE — The Ingle-
nook Book Club gathered
for its monthly meeting on
June 10, 2026, at the Lakeside
Senior Living Community,
blending community fellow-
ship and American history.

The meeting began on a
celebratory note as mem-
bers enjoyed refreshments
provided by hostesses Vic-
toria Ard and Beverly Muel-
ler, who treated the group to
strawberry and pineapple
cake. The club took a mo-

ment to celebrate member
Carolyn Moore, honoring her
birthday with a group song.

Following the opening
ceremonies—including the
Pledge of Allegiance and the
recitation of the club’s aim
and motto—President Gail
Mack presided over the busi-
ness portion of the afternoon.
The club officially welcomed
its newest member, Sherri
Priestley, who shared a brief
personal introduction with
the group.

The highlight of the meet-
ing was an educational pro-
gram presented by Shirley
Martin. In anticipation of the

upcoming 250th anniversa-
ry celebration of the United
States, Martin delivered a
presentation on the Decla-
ration of Independence. Her
talk offered members a deep
dive into the history of the 13
colonies and highlighted fas-
cinating, lesser-known facts
about the 56 men who signed
the historic document.

In other club business, the
“Sunshine” and “Telephone”
committees were recognized
for their continued efforts in
keeping members connect-
ed. The next gathering is July
8, where members will focus
on community service by

bringing personal hygiene
items for a school donation.
The afternoon concluded
with a sense of anticipation
for next month’s program,
which will be presented by
Beverly Mueller, and the
arrival of hostesses Sherri
Priestley and Debby Simon.
The benediction was recited
to close the meeting.
Members present were:
Victoria Ard, Jean Hollomon,
Suzanne Howell, Geneva
Johnson, Jean McKinnie, Gail
Mack, Shirley Martin, Car-
olyn Moore, Beverly Muel-
ler, Mary Newman, Sherri
Priestley, Myra Sasser, Genia
Sherwood and Donna Ward.

FROM ANCIENT TEMPLES TO NEON SKYLINES
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Top Left, At Mt. Fuji in Japan (L to R) Front Row: Amber Anderson of Nashville, Marianne Moore of Martin, Teresa
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Washburn of McKenzie, and Stacie Freeman of Dresden. Back Row: Joel Washburn of McKenzie, Chloe Isbell of
Dickson, Steven Hugueley of McKenzie, Triztan Vela of McKenzie, Caitlin McMackins of Chattanooga, Audrey Rae
of Martin, Kimberly Rae of Martin, and Leslie Schutt of Memphis. Top Right, Caitlin McMackins, 2026 Bethel Uni-
versity Grad of Chattanooga, learning to make sushi. Above Left, Visiting Osaka Jogakuin University, a longtime
“sister institution” of Bethel University (L to R): Satoko Takeshika, administrator at the Osaka-based all-girls uni-
versity; Bethel board member, Joel Washburn; BU alumna, Chloe Isbell; Austin Peay student - Marianne Moore; BU
Global Studies Director, Stacie Freeman; Bethel University junior, Amber Anderson; and an international student
studying in Osaka. Above Right, 2025 Bethel grad Chloe Isbell, Austin Peay student Marianne Moore, and Bethel
junior nursing student Amber Anderson learn to properly wear and tie a kimono.

Local Travelers Experience the Magic of Japan

McKENZIE — Imagine
standing beneath a golden
temple, sharing stories with
Japanese university students,
sipping matcha during a cen-
turies-old tea ceremony, or
seeing the world’s largest city
beneath you from hundreds
of feet in the air. For a group
of Bethel University students,
faculty, staff, alumni, and
friends, that wasn’t a dream.
It was their classroom.

From May 27 to June 4,
a diverse delegation led by
Professor Stacie Freeman,
Director of Global Studies at
Bethel University, embarked
on a nine-day journey across
Japan. The immersive educa-
tional experience, offered in
partnership with Global Citi-
zen Adventure Corps, invited
participants to step beyond
tourism and engage deeply
with Japanese culture, histo-
ry, innovation, and daily life.

Their adventure began in
Tokyo, a city where ancient
traditions and cutting-edge
technology exist side by side.
Travelers gazed across the
endless skyline from Tokyo
Tower, explored the peace-
ful grounds of Meiji Shrine,
and wandered through the
colorful markets surrounding
Asakusa Kannon Temple.
Every day offered new dis-
coveries, from bustling city
streets to quiet moments of
reflection.

Food quickly became one
of the group’s favorite gate-
ways into Japanese culture.
Travelers sampled regional
specialties, explored local
markets, and learned how
food reflects values such as

sustainability, seasonality,
and community.

Leaving Tokyo behind,
the group journeyed toward
Japan’s most iconic land-
mark: Mount Fuji. Standing
at Kawaguchiko’s Fifth Sta-
tion, travelers were treated
to breathtaking views of the
12,389-foot volcano while
learning about conserva-
tion efforts in one of Japan’s
most visited natural areas.
A cruise across Lake Ashi
and a ride aboard the Ha-
kone Komagatake Ropeway
provided unforgettable pan-
oramic views of Mt Fuji, sur-
rounding mountains, forests,
and volcanic landscapes.

In Nagoya, travelers dis-
covered how one inventor’s
vision changed the world.
At the Toyota Museum of
Industry and Technology,
they learned how Sakichi
Toyoda’s revolutionary au-
tomatic loom ultimately
helped launch one of the
largest automobile compa-
nies on earth. The group also
experienced one of Japan’s
most cherished cultural tra-
ditions: a visit to a tea planta-
tion followed by a traditional
tea ceremony. What many
expected to be a simple cup
of tea became a lesson in
mindfulness and intentional
living.

In Kyoto, travelers stepped
into what many consider the
cultural soul of Japan. Unlike
many of the country’s ma-
jor cities, Kyoto was largely
spared from bombing during
World War II, allowing cen-
turies of history to survive.
As travelers explored the

mountainside Kiyomizu-de-
ra Temple and gazed upon
the gleaming Kinkakuji Gold-
en Pavilion, they experienced
a city where ancient Japan
still feels remarkably alive.
Narrow streets, traditional ar-
chitecture, historic temples,
and carefully preserved cul-
tural treasures offer visitors
a rare opportunity to walk
through living history.

The journey continued
to Nara, where hundreds
of sacred deer roam freely
through the city’s parks and
temple grounds. There, the
group visited Todaiji Temple,
one of the largest wooden
buildings in the world and
home to a massive bronze
Buddha that has welcomed
visitors for centuries.

In Osaka, Japan'’s vibrant
commercial center, trav-
elers explored the historic
Osaka Castle, created their
own instant noodle com-
binations at the interactive
CupNoodles Museum, and
sampled local delicacies in
the famous Kuromon Ichiba
Market. One of the most
meaningful moments of the
trip came during a visit to
Osaka Jogakuin University, a
longtime “sister institution”
of Bethel University. Found-
ed in 1884 by Cumberland
Presbyterian missionaries
Alexander and J.B. Hail, who
traveled halfway around the
world to expand education-
al opportunities for wom-
en in Japan. More than 140
years later, that connection
remains alive.

Travelers met with univer-
sity representatives, explored

future opportunities for col-
laboration, and witnessed
firsthand the lasting impact
of international partnerships.
Throughout the campus, re-
minders of the relationship
between the two institutions
could be found, including
Bethel University logos and
a ceramic replica of McKen-
zie’s historic First Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church.

“Travel changes lives,” said
Professor Stacie Freeman.
“When you walk through
another culture, share meals
with people from different
backgrounds, and see the
world through a new lens,
you return home with a
broader perspective and a
deeper understanding of
both yourself and others.
That's what global education
at Bethel is all about”

The adventure concluded
with a festive farewell dinner
in Osaka’s famous Dotonbori
district, where travelers gath-
ered beneath the city’s iconic
neon lights to celebrate their
experiences with okonomi-
yaki cooking lessons, Japan’s
beloved savory pancake.

For many participants, the
memories will last a lifetime.

For others considering a
future journey, this expedi-
tion serves as a reminder
that the world remains one
of the greatest classrooms of
all. Learning doesn’t end at
graduation, and meaningful
global experiences can trans-
form lives at any age.

Interested in future glob-
al learning opportunities?
Contact Professor Stacie
Freeman, Director of Global
Studies at Bethel University,
at freemans@bethelu.edu.



MATTER OF RECORD

Property Transfers

Kelsey M. Mann to John
Robert Funke in District 5.

Byford and wife Barbara
Kehrer to Steven Brewer in
District 11.

Perth Properties, LLC to
Adam and wife Mary Bettie.
No district listed.

Peggy B. Azbill and others
to Guy and Chris Williams in
District 14.

Rocky Top Uplands, LLC to
Donald Perkins in District 10.

Terry Haynes and others
to Kenny and wife Kimberly
Kirkland. No district listed.

Keith and wife Tiffany
McGee to Thomas and wife
Alma Kowalchin in District

16.

Tony Dowlen Sprouse to
Joshua Alec and wife Katie
Ann Bates. No district listed.

Kimberly S. Sarkozi to Kim-
berly S. Sarkozi in District 22.

Deborah J. Argo to Tabitha
L. Pierce in District 11.

Jennifer L. Kalwa to Dustin
Ring. No district listed.

Wanda J. King to Corunda
Pearson in District 15.

Frankie J. Wood Sr. to Lu-
cinda Scott in District 2.

Terry M. and wife Sarah
G. Page to Brian and others
Osborne in District 22.

Ivan T. and wife Angela D.
Webb to Ivan T. Webb Jr. in
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District 11.

Dorothy Diane Hames to
Sawyer T. Sutton in District 6.

Alvin Mayberry to Hunter
Allen Mayberry in District 21.

Margit Forster f/k/a Margit
Finley to Audric Adam and
wife Macie Ann Domerese.
No district listed.

Kenneth and wife Tonya
Hollingsworth and others to
Bobby Lynn and wife Melissa
D. Dill and others in District
23.

Ashlee Michael Young to
Carl W. and wife Kimberly
Renfroe Johnson in District
11.

Davis Investment Proper-
ties, LLC to Town of Atwood
in District 21.

Carroll County General Sessions Court Report

HUNTINGDON (June
10) — The following cases
were heard in Carroll County
General Sessions Court on
Wednesday, June 10.

The following cases were
bound over to a grand jury:

Kyle Kimberlyn Fields,
Summit Chase Road, Ce-
dar Grove, bound over, Re-
sist Stop, Arrest, Search (No
Weapon); dismissed, Public
Intoxication.

Addison S. Kelly, Lothric
Way, Murfreesboro, bound
over, Aggravated Assault;
bound over, Reckless En-
dangerment - Vehicle/Felo-
ny; bound over, Resist Stop,
Arrest, Search (No Weap-
on); bound over, Evading
Arrest; bound over, Evading
Arrest; bound over, Reckless
Driving; bound over, Driving
While License Suspended;
bound over, Window Tint-
ed; bound over, Vehicles/
Streetcars Stop at All Stop
Signs; bound over, Drivers to
Exercise Due Care.

The following cases result-
ed in a guilty plea or finding;

Samuel Bell, Higdon Lane,
McKenzie, guilty, Probation
Violation - Booked, no fine,
nine months.

Alexander R. Christian,
Highway 79, Trezevant,
guilty, Violation of Sexual
Offender Registration Re-
quirements - Attempt, no
fine, 180 days, supervised
probation until conditions
current, pre-trial diversion
six months; dismissed, Vi-

olation of Sexual Offender
Registration Requirements
- Attempt.

Charles Matheny, Mimosa
Trail, Milan, guilty, Proba-
tion Violation - Booked, no
fine, six months, supervised
probation until paid then
unsupervised, all conditions
must be met.

William Landen Mat-
thews, Walnut Grove, Milan,
guilty, Probation Violation
- Booked, no fine, 90 days,
time-served credit 139 days.

Rickyra M. Sherron, High-
way 70, Cedar Grove, guilty,
Drivers License to be Carried
and Exhibited, no fine, litiga-
tion taxes only, unsupervised
probation for balance; dis-
missed, Speeding, no fine,
30 days, unsupervised pro-
bation for balance, litigation
taxes only.

Deyanna Renee Teague,
Walnut Circle, McKenzie,
guilty, Probation Violation -
Booked, no fine, 11/29, con-
current with 26CR249 -2, can
get credit for successful com-
pletion of treatment.

Deyanna Renee Teague,
Walnut Circle, McKenzie,
guilty, DUI First Offense,
$600 fine, cognitive behav-
ioral training course, alcohol
drug evaluation and recom-
mendation, cannot drive for
two years, ignition interlock,
DUI school, to run concur-
rent with Carroll 26CR464,
after serving 90 days the
defendant can get day-for-
day credit upon successful

completion of treatment that
would include inpatient resi-
dential IO and any aftercare.

The following case result-
ed in pre-trial diversion:

Terrie Funberg, Walnut
Avenue East, McKenzie,
pre-trial diversion, Posses-
sion/Casual Exchange, $750
fine, 11/29 pre-trial diversion,
supervised probation until
conditions met, cognitive
behavioral training course,
alcohol drug evaluation and
recommendation.

The following cases were
dismissed:

Richard B. Hinson, Old
Medina Road, Medina, dis-
missed, Probation Violation
- Booked, in custody in Mad-
ison County the entire time.

Kisha Marie Moudy,
Holmes Road, Huntingdon,
dismissed, Driving While Li-
cense Suspended, defendant
has a valid driver’s license as
of May 15, 2026.

Darwin Vega Santiago,
Dodd Street, Hollow Rock,
dismissed, Probation Viola-
tion - Booked.

Darwin Vega Santiago,
Dodd Street, Hollow Rock,
dismissed - successful
completion, Violation of
Sexual Offender Registra-
tion, pre-trial diversion, six
months, unsupervised pro-
bation for six months.

The following cases were
rescheduled:

Joe H. Hunt, Trace C.
Swearingen, Trace C.
Swearingen.

Carroll County Sheriff's Reports

Theft of Firearm — On
June 4, Deputy Adam Meggs
investigated a report of a sto-
len firearm and made con-
tact with a complainant who
reported that sometime after
May 29, a North American
Arms .22 Magnum five-shot
revolver had been removed
from a residence on Baker
Road in Huntingdon.

The firearm was described
as a chrome revolver with
brown handles that was
stored in a black holster. The
handgun was valued at ap-
proximately $300.

The firearm was entered
into NCIC as stolen.

This incident occurred in
Carroll County.

Domestic Assault, Sim-
ple Assault, Possession of
Schedule VI with Intent
— On June 6, Deputy Scott
responded to a domestic dis-
turbance at a residence on
Terry Road in Cedar Grove
and made contact with
Stephanie Smith, 53, of Cedar
Grove, who reported she had
been involved in an alterca-
tion at the residence with her
son, Christopher Maitland,
39, of Cedar Grove. Deputies
observed visible injuries to
Smith’s face.

Smith stated she had gone
to the property to retrieve
a saw when an argument
began. During the incident,
Smith alleged her son kicked
her in the face. Deputies in-
terviewed those involved and
a witness at the scene, who
reported observing Smith
strike another individual
during the confrontation.

After speaking with all par-
ties and reviewing the cir-
cumstances, deputies deter-
mined Smith was the primary
aggressor. Smith was arrested
and charged with domestic
assault and simple assault.

During the investigation,
Smith advised deputies there
were illegal narcotics inside
the residence. Maitland ac-
knowledged marijuana was
present and showed deputies
where it was located. Depu-

ties recovered approximate-
ly 44.27 grams of suspected
marijuana from multiple
containers and vape devices
throughout the residence.

Maitland was charged with
possession of Schedule VI
marijuana with intent.

This incident occurred in
Carroll County.

Aggravated Domestic As-
sault, Domestic Assault, In-
terference with Emergency
Calls — On June 8, Deputy
McClure responded to a do-
mestic assault complaint on
Lisa Lane in Huntingdon and
made contact with the victim,
who reported she had been
assaulted by Kieyren Jordan,
24, of Huntingdon. Deputies
later located Jordan driving
a silver Chevrolet Camaro
and detained him while the
investigation continued.

Deputies observed the
victim had a visibly swollen
and bruised left eye, along
with other injuries consistent
with blunt-force trauma. The
victim stated an argument
began when Jordan demand-
ed she gather her belongings
and leave the residence. After
telling Jordan she intended
to contact law enforcement
for assistance, he took her
cellphone and threw it into
the yard, preventing her from
calling for help.

The victim reported Jor-
dan then pushed her to the
ground, placed his hands
around her throat, and re-
stricted her ability to breathe.
She stated Jordan positioned
himself on top of her, pre-
venting her from leaving, and
struck her in the face with a
closed fist, causing the in-
jury to her eye. The victim
declined medical treatment
after deputies offered to have
EMS evaluate her injuries.

After being advised of his
Miranda rights, Jordan ad-
mitted taking the victim’s
cellphone and throwing it
into the yard. He claimed the
eye injury occurred when the
victim fell during the alterca-
tion. Based on the victim’s

statement, the injuries ob-
served by deputies, Jordan’s
admission regarding the
cellphone, and the totality
of the investigation, deputies
determined Jordan was the
primary aggressor.

Jordan was arrested and
transported to the Carroll
County Jail. He was charged
with aggravated domestic
assault, domestic assault and
interference with emergency
calls.

This incident occurred in
Carroll County.

Domestic Assault, Simple
Assault — On June 8, Depu-
ty Paul Williams responded
to a domestic disturbance
on Hawkins Creek Road in
Huntingdon and made con-
tact with two complainants
who reported being assault-
ed by Alyvia Foster, 21, of
Huntingdon.

The complainants stated
Foster arrived at the resi-
dence seeking a laptop she
claimed belonged to her. Af-
ter receiving the laptop, Fos-
ter reportedly demanded a
car seat from the front porch.
When one of the complain-
ants refused to surrender
the car seat, Foster allegedly
attempted to take it by force
and began striking him with
her hands and feet.

According to the report,
Foster then reached into a ve-
hicle and sprayed one com-
plainant with pepper spray.
She also sprayed a second
complainant who was near-
by recording the incident.
Afterward, Foster allegedly
continued striking one of the
complainants with her fists,
feet, and car keys while at-
tempting to take the car seat.

Deputies observed abra-
sions to one complainant’s
left eye and left elbow. The
second complainant suffered
skin and eye irritation from
the pepper spray. The inci-
dent was reportedly captured
on video.

On June 9, Foster was lo-
cated and arrested. She was
charged with domestic as-
sault and simple assault.

This incident occurred in
Carroll County.

Marriage Licenses

Yorkville, I1l., to Todd Pat-
rick Range, 49, Yorkville, IIL.
Jessica Leigh Galloway,

Jonathan Khaiden Isreal
Gipson, 21, Bruceton, to
Julieanna Jean Mae Dick,
18, Bruceton.

Britney Ann Gillespie, 38, 34, Huntingdon, to Lynette

Faye Stratton, 28, Cedar
Grove.

Nelson A. Yoder, 25,
Huntingdon, to Kathy D.
Burkholder, 21, Huntingdon.

Tiana Denise Mikeska,
26, Paris, to Hunter David
Walters, 33, Paris.

PUBLIC HEARING

FISCAL YEAR 2027 BUDGET

The City of McKenzie, Tennessee, hereby provides certain financial information for the Fiscal
Year 2027 Budget in accordance with the requirements of Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 6,

Chapter 56, Section 206.

There will be a public hearing concerning the budget at City Hall, on June 22, 2026 at 5:45 p.m.

All citizens are welcome to participate. The budget and all supporting data are a public record
and are available for public inspection by anyone at the office of the City Recorder.

General Fund
FY 2025 Actual FY 2026 Estimated FY 2027 Budget
Revenues:
Local Taxes 2,510,908 2,959,348 2,913,603
State of Tennessee 179,852 318,350 255,930
Federal Government - - -
Other Sources 2,742,926 1,724,460 2,632,270
Total Revenues 5,433,686 5,002,158 5,801,803
Expenditures:
Salaries - 2,280,410 2,125,493
Other Uses 4,970,754 3,190,390 3,754,837
Total Expenditures 4,970,754 5,470,800 5,880,330
Beginning Fund Balance 1,534,791 1,997,723 1,529,080
Ending Fund Balance 1,997,723 1,529,080 1,450,554
Number FTE Employees 54 56 57
A1/23-2
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Carroll County, Tennessee
Proposed Budget For the Fiscal Year Ending 2027

Actual Estimated Budgeted

2024-25 2025-26 2026-27
101-General Fund
Estimated Revenues and Other Sources
Local Taxes $7,592,096  $8,421,200  $8,663,776
State of Tennessee 3,927,905 3,090,433 3,429,076
Federal Government 968,590 123,928 276,150
Other Sources 4,110,233 4,016,784 4,373,382
Total Estimated Revenues and Other Sources  $16,598,824 $15,652,345 $16,742,384
Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses
Salaries 7,931,377 8,414,078 8,527,676
Other Cost 8,205,552 13,170,145 8,058,200
Total Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses 16,136,929 21,584,223 16,585,876
Estimated Beginning Fund Balance- July 1 11,466,490 11,786,142 5,854,264
Estimated Ending Fund Balance- June 30 11,786,142 5,854,264 6,010,772
Employee Positions 193 197 188
116-Solid Waste Fund
Estimated Revenues and Other Sources
Local Taxes $399,179 $470,000 $495,867
State of Tennessee 67 741 -
Other Sources 1,803,904 1,934,500 2,094,300
Total Estimated Revenues and Other Sources 2,203,150 2,405,241 2,590,167
Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses
Salaries 303,725 369,560 389,677
Other Cost 2,125,002 2,027,336 2,134,112
Total Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses 2,428,727 2,396,896 2,523,789
Estimated Beginning Fund Balance- July 1 837,692 641,726 650,071
Estimated Ending Fund Balance- June 30 641,726 650,071 716,449
Employee Positions 10 10 10
131-Highway/ Public Works Fund
Estimated Revenues and Other Sources
Local Taxes $1,120,254  $1,194,242  $1,244,748
State of Tennessee 2,842,642 3,725,914 3,495,000
Other Sources 2,735 3,000 14,000
Total Estimated Revenues and Other Sources 3,965,631 4,923,156 4,753,748
Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses
Salaries 1,332,533 1,444,233 1,487,560
Other Cost 2,789,245 3,427,610 3,143,375
Total Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses 4,121,778 4,871,843 4,630,935
Estimated Beginning Fund Balance- July 1 1,061,167 1,160,358 1,211,671
Estimated Ending Fund Balance- June 30 1,160,358 1,211,671 1,334,484
Employee Positions 34 32 34
141-General Purpose School Fund
Estimated Revenues and Other Sources
Local Taxes $146,158 $175,000 $175,000
State of Tennessee 1,622,960 1,129,268 577,334
Federal Government 154,348 - -
Other Sources 741,262 1,352,989 2,066,061
Total Estimated Revenues and Other Sources 2,664,728 2,657,257 2,818,395
Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses
Salaries 1,801,561 2,006,010 2,091,336
Other Cost 1,833,189 1,422,388 2,074,759
Total Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses 3,634,750 3,428,398 4,166,095
Estimated Beginning Fund Balance- July 1 7,499,447 6,529,425 5,758,284
Estimated Ending Fund Balance- June 30 6,529,425 5,758,284 4,410,584
Employee Positions 62 74 74
144-School Transportation Fund
Estimated Revenues and Other Sources
Local Taxes $402,183 $477,600 $487,600
State of Tennessee 562,378 416,019 435,000
Other Cost 71,886 - 70,000
Total Estimated Revenues and Other Sources 1,036,447 893,619 992,600
Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses
Salaries 229,377 264,200 263,830
Other Cost 484,758 704,273 709,210
Total Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses 714,135 968,473 973,040
Estimated Beginning Fund Balance- July 1 534,605 856,917 782,063
Estimated Ending Fund Balance- June 30 856,917 782,063 801,623
Employee Positions 6 6 5
151-Debt Service Fund
Estimated Revenues and Other Sources
Local Taxes $299,294 $337,000 $341,952
Total Estimated Revenues and Other Sources 299,294 337,000 341,952
Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses
Salaries - - -
Other Cost 435,780 436,618 439,314
Total Estimated Expenditures and Other Uses 435,780 436,618 439,314
Estimated Beginning Fund Balance- July 1 848,894 727,158 627,540
Estimated Ending Fund Balance- June 30 727,158 627,540 530,178

A13/P0#101-43036/23-2
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Weekl Color A Masterpiece
c y d 4 N\
rosswor
CLUES ACROSS
1. Similar
4. Have an ambitious plan or
a lofty goal
10. No (Scottish) 9
11. __ Aires, city
12. Morning
14. Senior’s son (abbr.)
15. A notable achievement
16. European nation
18. Endings
22. Puts into place
23. Former O
24. Grenadier
26. Sea patrol
27. Nigerian port 58. College hoops tournament ~ 20. Electronic communication
28. Norvyeglap river 59. Unstable situations 21. Cassia tree o 0 o °
30. Precipitation . 60. Young women’s 25. Written works
31. Sunscreer? rating association 29. Cool!
34. New York is one 31. Noteworthy 90s lawyer
36. Patti Hearst's captors CLUES DOWN Kenneth
37. Soft mineral with greasy feel s 32. One who was
. . 1. Administer a drug
39. Retired Brazilian footballer 2. Holy places compensated O O
40. An Indian nursemaid 3' Contrary opinions 33. National symbols
41. Atomic #24 ' 35. Raising
42. Immobile 4. Blood type 38. A type of talk © Q
48. Insignia of royalty 5'62.195 ) 41. Cloud o o
50. Seeds from which 6. Mlcturatmg 43. Middle Eastern peoples
chocolate is made 7.Silly 44. Pouches Q0 (o)
51. Begin again 8. A type of “cuff” 45.007’s creator Q o
52. Round root 9. Spanish be 46. A cut of meat
53. Beginning to end (alt. sp.) ~ 12. Austrian river 47. Sports entertainment award
54. What newlyweds just said ~ 13. Messenger ribonucleic acid 49, Christine __, actress °°° 0 0 000
55. Empire State 17. Consume food 56. Relief organization (abbr.) O
56. Give back 19. California supermarket 57. Canadian province (abbr.)
Week 24 See solution in next week’s edition. L )
(]
Flower Friends Word Search | qy1g SUDOKU _—
A HAYEGSGEASVY P BWHAMSGBGB
N IMYRT FIBILTFMBT EFTIMRBRGTEGT CTEN DAYIN 3 6 9
E RFTF OTSBTIHUHYA ANTG CNA ATFC
CTITI"IETAUUI"IYPII"IGVLGV}1181IOR 3952
T EBMEA AOAMBMTIGAHHATINIHY v _gun Y 4 116 8
A E R BPTIHMPBRMEA ANTIU OGMDNB
RPSIVYLTIVTIGRUDUTCHTPUVOUSC 6 2
T A NTEW NN AEU OTIWPT CTUPGTLTWUHWU
T DT CGTE CF BL M S O0S O0OT I RWUHTI 7 7
0 YRBOTALULAVYTULUHTGCEYAA AS 4836 57
H B I O0S FLETET CLA AYI RS STILTET BC 1812: France
T R HUNTSET CTETFGTFADULTTIF declares war on 5 9 2 6 8 4
DEUYMEU PTIWPNU HMLTILNIRVHTI Russja,,sta,pting
NMETS SYSOCES SYTITFGTF 0 A D | Napoleon'sinvasion. 612 5({813]|1
O T PDIRWNAVUHASTAMENWUVTYV
VFVUBOAMOSSOTLEBTC CNTLEG G |1911:GeorgeVand Il 1 6
AV B UMOUBIULE UBTETESDBTIETZRAIRVN Ma,ryofTecka.re Level: Beginner
R HVGGMSTIT CSODB O RUZPPTR RIE FILY crowned King and F"'_'B)’TheNu"Eberf o _ _
Y VSFYOTIDOETLYUYFVLAF|QueenoftheUnted | | ook rmemomntym s o sy o
L CMIF O SMY I RAIUWPARUZPA AYTITI Kingdom. cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!
] . Here’s How It Works:
Antennae Chrysalls Habitat Nectar 1986: Diego Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 99 grid, broken down into nine
Apiary Colony Hoverfly Ovar Maradona Scores the | | o, coumn and bor Each number can appear only once in each ron,
Beetle Drone Humm|ngb|rd Peta famous “Hand of column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
Blossom Ecosystem Larva Pollen. God” goal in the o nUMbors you name, he easer 1 gos 6 SoNG the puzzes -+
Bgm?éi?lie Ffll:r!laggt:lt]g nlagnrda?(!?ys Pgt)g%secr:s World Cup' See solution in next week’s edition.
[0} 5+A,Qog-?%¢x 2t ACEFLHAYNR2ND LETTER MIX_UP Rlddle Me Thls
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUOVWXYZ What do bees use

CRYDTO FOR

Solve the code to discover words related to the pollinators.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 26 = 0)

a%
L X3

*

6 26 4 4 13 17 9 7 26 19

1 4 26 25 16 19

22 19 26 25 7 23

swoo|q'd Yimoub *D Jemoj) g Joiouljjod 'y Siemsuy

24 4 26 26 5 8

How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase
below? Use each letter only once.

MANDIBLES

to style their hair?

'SqUI0IAIUOF] “1omsuy

WORD SCRAMBLE

1 n -
Rearrange the letters to spell something
ertaining to this week’s theme.
2 12
3 1. ESEB
4, 14,
$aa¢g damsuy
5. 15.
1 17. )
I am an actor born in South Korea on June
16,1972. | first rose to fame in a film
8. 18. franchise opposite Kal Penn. | also
portrayed a character in the reboot of the
9 '|9 “Star Trek” franchise. | made history as the
: : first Asian American actor to star in a
mainstream Hollywood thriller.
10. 20.
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Week 23 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 23
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ATTENTION: VIAGRA
AND CIALIS USERS! A
cheaper alternative to high
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
691-6412. (TnScan)

SAFE STEP STAIRLIFTS.
ENJOY GREATER inde-
pendence and stay in the
home you love. Feel safe on
every level. $750 off plus
FREE installation. Made in
the U.S.A. Call today for a
free quote. 1-866-432-3409.
(TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-844-278-8285 www.
dental50plus.com/tnpress
#6258. (TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE

TV / WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER INTERNET for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps,
no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-855-481-3340.
(TnScan)

GET BOOST INFINITE!
UNLIMITED TALK, Text
and Data For Just $25/mo!
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us!
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

DIRECTV — ALL YOUR
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof! Sign up
for Direct and get your first
free months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV 1-844-230-
4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV
+ INTERNET! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-844-274-6074. (Tn-
Scan)

WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition. Easy
three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get
your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-877-551-1426. (TnScan)

DONE RIGHT APPLI-
ANCE REPAIR — Expert
appliance repair done lo-
cally. When it absolutely
has to be done right call
731-234-5572. A8666/21-8

SAWYERS TREE SER-
VICE: 60’ Bucket Truck.
Take Down or Prune. Haul
Off and Clean Up. Grind
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

JOE’S TREE SERVICE
AND STUMP REMOV-
AL: 60 ft. bucket truck,
prune or take down grind
stumps, clean up and
haul off, insured, free es-
timates. 731-697-0023 or
731-513-1518. A7084/21-TF

YOUR LOW COST ADVER-
TISING SOLUTION! One
call & your 25 word ad will
appear in 104 Tennessee
newspapers for $275/wk or
28 West TN newspapers for
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classified advertising
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks.
(TnScan)

NEED TO GET RID OF it?
Advertise it in the classi-
fieds! Thousands of readers
are looking at the classifieds
every week. Advertise your
service or product for only
$5 for 25 words, $8 for 26-50
words, and 20 cents for each
additional word over 50 each
week. Call 731-352-3323 to
get started! NC/27-TF

“Painting Your Way”

Not Just Painting Anymore...
Ceiling to floor and much more!

4 2 Repair to Remodeling

2 y, (31-415-1506
™ Steve Bowden

BANKRUPTCY?

We are a debt relief agency
This firm helps people file for bankruptcy
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889

WALKER, WALKER

5\& WALKER, PLC

Ken Walker

Richard Walker

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington
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HEALTH / BEAUTY [ WANTED: TO BUY FORRENT |  FORSALE |

HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS: McKENZIE
AREA. www.mckenzie-
homefinders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

AVAILABLE — 4,000
SQ. FT. NEXT TO H&R
BLOCK, at Cedar Street
Plaza, 1926 Cedar Street,
McKenzie. Call 731-352-
2189. A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE — From 430
Sq. Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft.
Highway 79 Highland
Mall, across from the post
office. Call 731-352-2189.
A5404/44-TF

WANTED

HOST FAMILIES NEED-
ED IN TENNESSEE! Open
your heart and home to an
international high school
exchange student and cre-
ate memories that will last
a lifetime. Students from
around the world are wait-
ing for a caring Tennessee
family to welcome them
for the upcoming school
year. Students bring their
own spending money,
health insurance, and
a desire to become part
of your family and com-
munity. Help a student
discover America while
your family discovers the
world! Call 855-704-3342
or visit https://iseusa.org/
host-a-student/?utm_ter-
m=tm-1733. (TnScan)

FOR SALE — MAYTAG
WASHER & DRYER, white,
1 year old. $800. 731-358-
4746. R27653/23-2

IMPROVEMENT

OLSHAN FOUNDATION
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted
foundation repair experts
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery.
Basement waterproofing.
Water management and
more. Free evaluation. Lim-
ited time up to $250 off foun-
dation repair. Call Olshan
1-866-265-5932. (TnScan)

AUCTIONS

GET THE WORD 0OUT
ABOUT YOURNEXT AUC-
TION! Save Time & $$$.
One Call for All. Your ad
can appear in this newspa-
per + 103 other TN newspa-
pers. For more info, contact
this newspaper’s classified
dept. or call Becky Moats
931-624-8916. (TnScan)

Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work  Clearing * Ponds
» Basements * Trackhoe * Dozer
* Dirtpan * Skidsteer
* Sand * Gravel * Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES
Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

Summer Consignment

Equipment Auction

Saturday, June 27 @ 9 A.M.
@ Ferge Auctions & Realty
315 S. Bass Ave., Whiteville, TN 38075

Live & 0nllne Bidding ¥ BVeRs - YRS

m’u where: yexpr

N.LSA[ESAREFNAU .r g
Please feel free to contact us! / /
Bailey Ferge: (901) 412-1165 1}y -~
James (;Taw) Ferge (901) 212-4664 FERGE //,f—
—_—
731-254-9191 AR 6 NG
www.fergeauctionsandrealty.com i \ \

TN Firm 1466 « TN Auction 1486 « MS Firm 1117F « MS Auction 1116

EdwardJones

Member SIPC

Worried about
how you'll pay for
retirement?

Let's talk.

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

654 Main Street North
McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-7822

A3272/24-1

edwardjones.com

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

49 Broapway STReeT, McKENZzIE, TN 38201

PuonNE: 731-352-5307

Come see us for the best rates
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

This is Bob.
Bob gets his news from social media.
Bob doesn’t realize some

of the stories he reads
are fake and shares them

o o with his friends.

) g _
TwitBook Donst be
Fako Story like Bob.

Local journalism drives conversations
by producing high quality content you
can trust. Support local journalism and
subscribe to the McKenzie Banner in
print or online as an e-subscription.

LT B
BANNER
Call 731.352.3323

www.mckenziebanner.com

Frontler

FOUNDATION
& CRAWL SPACE @epazr

NOT ALL FOUNDATION
CRACKS ARE COSMETIC
ANY

$4oo l'g PROJECT

Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with any other offer or
promotional financing. Must be presented at time of inspection.
Limitations may apply. Expires 6/30/26.

844-978-3001

FrontierFoundations.com

Business Direcic

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

$SEL{
Q' &
WELL DR".UNG
731-415-6550

.

Over 30 years of experience

Russell Basford, owner
PO. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201

russell.drilling@hotmail.com

Residential
Municipal
Commercial

A519/14-TF )

Irrigation Well Drilling
Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

J

‘TOLBERT

Plumbing & EIGCIYIC  AFTeR HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

Backhoe - Trenching - Gas Piping - Pipe Water Heaters
Well Tanks - Valves - Fittings - Faucets

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

SEPTIC PUMPING
131-234-6012

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF
INVENTORY FOR THOSE

4 )
Sandi Roditis :
731-415-2927 N g
Buford Taylor ICKYJOE §
731-225-8321 <
Valarie McMackin
st STAFFORD
Jason Artymovich
586-243-3257 REAL ESTATE
Blake Cossey ; ; Hearts
10T seas Finding Hearts a Home
Maleah Hollingsworth  nickyjoestaffordrealestate@outlook.com
731-694-7871 www.stafford-realestate.com

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 ¢ 731.352.2761

Municipal * Commercial ¢ Residential

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

R10014/A821

campbelluwaterwell@gmail.com
731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

7894 Hwy 124
McKenzie, TN 3820l

4 N

o Water Heaters

* Sewer & Drain
Cleaning

e Sewer Lines

* Toilets & Tubs

* Leaky Faucets

PLUMBING and SEWER

* Water Lines 24-HOUR SERVICE
* Drain Lines
* leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455
AT623/TF
.
4 N
14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS

Director of Operations

SUPPLY, INC

Phone 731-352-0483 ¢ Fax 731-352-0584

krogers @brsupplyinc.com
\ J
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TSSAA Board to Adopt Basketball Shot Clock

(June 10) — The TS-
SAA Board of Control on
Tuesday signaled a new
era for high school hoops,
approving a phased im-
plementation of a basket-
ball shot clock and a move
toward RPI-based seed-
ing for the Division I state
tournament. The decisions
highlight a busy summer
session that also saw the
board finalize classification
procedures and mandate
new training requirements
for coaches across the state.

The most anticipated
move involves a multi-year
rollout of the basketball
shot clock, which will first
be permitted for use in
Hall of Champions games,
holiday tournaments, and

summer competitions. Full
implementation for the reg-
ular season and postseason
is slated for the 2029-30
school year. Additionally,
beginning with the 2027-
28 season, the Division I
state tournament will move
away from random draws
for bracket placement in
favor of an RPI seeding
model currently used in
soccer. While those ma-
jor changes were greenlit,
the board opted to table
discussion on making the
district tournament third-
and-fourth-place game an
elimination contest until
August.

On the administrative
front, the board elected to
use the yearly ADM fig-

ures from the TISA funding
formula from the 2025-26
school year to classify Divi-
sion I schools for the 2027-
2029 cycle.

In a move to bolster
compliance, the board
now requires every coach
in Tennessee to complete a
new TSSAA Recruiting Rule
course through the NFHS
Learn platform upon their
appointment. The board
also expanded the defini-
tion of “non-traditional stu-
dents” to align with recent
state legislation and ear-
marked $40,500 in grants
for 27 schools recognized
through the A.E Bridges
Sportsmanship Program.

BETHEL UNIVERSITY

Names 286 Students to Academic Honors

McKENZIE — Bethel
University has recognized
286 students for their aca-
demic achievement during
the Spring 2026 semester,
naming 218 to the Honor
Roll and 68 to the Dean’s
List.

The honorees come from
across Tennessee and more
than two dozen states,
along with students from
over 25 countries spanning
Europe, Africa, Asia and the
Americas.

The Dean’s List recog-
nizes the semester’s top
scholastic performers. The
Honor Roll (posted online
at www.mckenziebanner.
com) celebrates students
who earned distinction
through sustained academ-
ic dedication.

See who made Bethel
University’s Spring 2026
Dean’s List:

Adalyn Allen, Hunting-
don, Tenn.; Preston Ander-
son, Charlotte, Tenn.; Ivan
Arroyo, Hephzibah, Ga.;
Briley Auvenshine, McK-
enzie, Tenn.; Prince Badu,
Accra, Ghana; Camila
Barragan-Canas, Lecheria,
Venezuela; Alyson Battre-
all, Odessa, Texas; Paula
Becerra, Madrid, Spain;
Ammerisa Benson, King-
man, Ariz.; Diego Camargo,

Bogota, Colombia; Alexan-
der Campbell, McKenzie,
Tenn.; Ximena Castro, San
Luis Potosi, Mexico; Amari
Chapman, New Market,
Ala.; Charles Cherry, Do-
ver, Tenn.; Zachary Clutch,
Bartlett, Tenn.; Detarius
Douglas, Jackson, Tenn.;
Matthew Downward, Mar-
ket Drayton, England; Ed-
gar Enciso, Brownsville,
Tenn.; Todd Etheridge,
McKenzie, Tenn.; Preston
Gentry, Chapel Hill, Tenn.;
Paul Grace, Greenbrier,
Ark,; Mary Griffith, Bartlett,
Tenn.; Gustavo Guillen Dos
Santos, Lewiston, Idaho;
Jayce Harney, Lewisburg,
Tenn.; Antonio Henry, Yuba
City, Calif;; Elysse Holloway,
Clarksville, Tenn.; Roderick
Howard, Lewisburg, Tenn.;
Kaiden Ingram, Brighton,
Tenn.; Daniel Ivanov, Pot-
ters Bar, United Kingdom;
Brooklyn Jones, Clarksville,
Tenn.; Fallyn Jordan, Smith
Station, Ala.; Kyis Kinnel,
Springfield, Il1; Kaleb Klein,
McKenzie, Tenn.; Adalyn
Koelling, Alexandria, Va.;
Grady Lancaster, Kaleden,
British Columbia, Cana-
da; Kendan Maddox, Pel-
ham, Ala.; Peyton Martin,
Rockwall, Texas; Panay-
iotis Mavris, Harlow, En-
gland; Brianna McBride,

Union City, Tenn.; Sarah
McGee, Dover, Tenn.; Evan
McGowan, Medina, Tenn.;
Blanca Mendoza, Colum-
bia, Tenn,; Giada Meneguz-
zo, Hoosick, NY.; Dreshun
Motley, Memphis, Tenn.;
Zvikomborero Mtutu, Ha-
rare, Zimbabwe; Tessa My-
ers, Goodlettsville, Tenn.;
Homzi Nassar, Jackson,
Tenn.; Lucca Nesi, Flori-
anopolis, Brazil; Sarah Oli-
ver, Selmer, Tenn.; Landen
Parsons, Honea Path, S.C,;
James Pelter, Southam,
United Kingdom; Katroya
Perry, Jackson, Tenn.;
Kalvador Petersen, Hara-
re, Zimbabwe; Matthew
Ray, Murray, Ky.; Mikaela
Reynolds, McKenzie, Tenn.;
Sarah Rougeou, Hunting-
don, Tenn.; Braylen Sain,
Medina, Tenn.; Addison
Schumacher, Almo, Ky.;
Benjamin Sharp, Martin,
Tenn.; Kaylee Staten, Mi-
lan, Tenn.; Jonluc Taylor,
Selmer, Tenn.; Zowie Tip-
ton, Gleason, Tenn.; Sar-
ah W’a, McKenzie, Tenn.;
Landon Wallace, Dover,
Tenn.; Addison Washburn,
McKenzie, Tenn.; O’'Ryan
Williamson, Milan, Tenn.;
Jace Willis, Scotts Hill,
Tenn,; Klayton Wright, Har-
risburg, I1L
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West Carroll 3-2-1Update

June 2026
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3-Highlights from Across the District
* Academic Growth Where It Counts: West Carroll High School

u/cssd.com/ 321

2 Quotes from Our Leaders
“Every single TCAP and EOC subject showed growth this year. Our
chronic absenteeism dropped to below 9%. Our students are
showing up, and our teachers’ efforts are making a real
difference.” - Dr. Adam Douglas, Principal, WCHS

“When our students are putting forth their best effort, they
deserve to be awarded for it. We recognize students for more
than grades.” — Mrs. Jackie Wester, Principal, WCPS

1Challenge for Our Community
Summer is not a pause. Students are learning, staff are planning,
and buildings are being prepared. This summer, stay connected.
Encourage a student, attend youth basketball camp, or nominate
a parent, volunteer, or community supporter for Board Spotlight.

The next board meeing will be July 2nd.
Hope to see you there.

Poreglor. Calfuell)

As the school year wraps up and summer begins, May gave us a
lot to celebrate across West Carroll. Student milestones were
marked, seniors crossed the finish line, & each campus ended the
year with moments that reminded us why this work matters.

ended the year with growth in every tested TCAP and EOC
subject area. Chronic absenteeism dropped below 9%, nearly
cut in half since Dr. Douglas became principal. That progress
shows students are showing up and our staff’s efforts are
making a difference.

e A Month of Milestones: Across all three campuses, students
were celebrated for grades, growth, reading, effort, behavior,
promotions, awards, senior signing, senior walk, graduation,
and more. These moments show what we mean when we say
every child is known.

e New Programs Taking_ Shape: WCHS is launching our eSports
program this fall. Our new youth basketball camp will take
place in July & a year-round youth program in August. CTE
conversations continue to result in additional opportunities for
our students. Opportunities continue to grow.

Strong schools grow through strong community partnerships.
Thank you for being part of what makes West Carroll special.

Download Our
West Carroll App

A3150/24-1

\

WEST CARROLL JR./SR. HIGH
School Launches Competitive eSports Program

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

ATWOOD — West Car-
roll Jr./Sr. High School is
leveling up. This fall, stu-
dents will have the oppor-
tunity to join the school’s
newest competitive sports
venture — an eSports
program.

West Carroll’s eSports
program is the first of its
kind to launch in Carroll
County and one of only a
handful in West Tennessee.

The school district an-
nounced the new program
on June 8, but it has report-
edly been in the works for
several years — starting
as a passion project for
West Carroll Jr./Sr. High
School Principal Dr. Adam
Douglas.

Douglas began pushing
for the program in 2021,
when he was still an En-
glish teacher for the West
Carroll school system. As
principal, he saw an ave-
nue to implement the new
program.

Since his promotion,
Douglas has made signifi-
cant efforts to include ev-
ery student in a club or
extracurricular activity,
acknowledging that not
everyone is interested in
sports.

“I love sports,” he said.
“However, that’s, like, 20%
of kids — in any high
school you go to. That oth-
er 80%, really, is untapped.”

During his first year as
principal, Douglas sup-
ported a new Dungeons
and Dragons Club, which
quickly turned into a Board
Game Club, and a new Me-
dia Club. Now, he sees an
eSports program as the
next step.

“Every kid goes home
and plays video games,”
Douglas said. “It’s a boom-
ing field.” Colleges, Douglas
also pointed out, offer hefty
scholarships to top eSports
performers.

Douglas approached
teachers Jaxon Stringer
and Zach DePriest to coach
the eSports program in its
introductory year, know-
ing the two share the most
gaming experience.

Stringer is West Carroll
High School’s head eSports
coach; DePriest is String-
er’s assistant coach and the
head coach of the middle
school team.

Stringer, a high school
English and Theatre Arts
teacher, was a self-de-
scribed “Nintendo Kid”
growing up, getting his
start with a Nintendo Game
Boy Advance. He eventual-
ly upgraded to a Nintendo
Wii, then an Xbox 360, then
a PlayStation. Coaching the
PC-based eSports team, he
said, will be a bit of a learn-
ing curve for him.

On the other hand —
DePriest, an eighth-grade
English teacher, is very fa-
miliar with PC gaming and
eSports competitions. After
college, DePriest traveled
to South Korea and taught
English for two years — a
move that was, in a way, fu-
eled by an interest in South

GENERAL

Jaxon Stringer and Zach DePriest were chosen to be
West Carroll Jr./Sr. High School’s eSports coaches.
Stringer is the high school head coach; DePriest is
the middle school head coach and high school as-
sistant coach. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Korea’s eSports scene.

As coaches, Stringer
and DePriest plan to teach
strategy and encourage
sportsmanship between
teammates.

“A big thing for us is we
want to be able to see the
sportsmanship,” Stringer
said. “With team games,
we need to be able to guide
what'’s acceptable and un-
acceptable. We want to
be able to make sure the
school’s being represented
in the best way possible.”

West Carroll’s eSports
program is connected
through PlayVs, a com-
prehensive eSports and
gaming platform that
serves more than 5,000
K-12 schools and over
900 colleges across North
America.

Unlike traditional high
school sports whose re-
gional competitions take
place within the state, West
Carroll’s eSports region in-
cludes the entire Central
Time Zone.

However, most of the ac-
tion will take place in West
Carroll’s eSports gaming
lab — a repurposed stor-
age room attached to the
school library. Inside the
room are six PC set-ups,
pushed against each side
of the room’s walls.

The gaming room PCs
are different from those
in West Carroll's comput-
er lab, with more updated
hardware and designat-
ed graphics cards. Each
PC set was $1,100-$1,200,
purchased through the
school’s Innovative School
Models grant.

Further down the line,
the eSports program will
look at fundraising to sup-
port the purchase of new
keyboards, mice, Nintendo
Switches and PlayStations.

Stringer and DePriest
mentioned supplying their
personal Nintendo Switch
consoles for competitions
if students show interest in
Nintendo games.

“We want to make it
as accessible as possible,”
Stringer said.

West Carroll’s eSports
program offers a variety of
games, chosen based on
age-appropriateness.

Middle school students
will primarily play Ninten-
do games, choosing from
Super Smash Bros Ulti-
mate, Mario Kart 8 Deluxe
and Rocket League. De-
Priest said he could add
Chess and Splatoon based
on student interest.

High school students
will play more PC-based
games, though Nintendo
games are still on the ta-
ble. They can choose from
League of Legends, Valo-
rant, Marvel Rivals, Rocket
League, Super Smash Bros
Ultimate and Mario Kart 8
Deluxe.

“The big thing for us is
that we don’t know what
the students want,” Stringer
said. “We're going to cater
to their needs first”

Stringer and DePriest
said Lake County High
School is the nearest school
with an established eSports
program. If more schools
in West Tennessee start
eSports programs, Stringer
said, local leagues could
develop.

“We are proud that we're
one of the only schools
around that has started an
eSports program,” Stringer
said. “It’s a big thing for
colleges right now, and it’s
starting to trickle down to
high schools. Being a small,
rural school, we're blessed
that this is something we
can do here now.”

Stringer and DePriest
plan to host tryout sessions
August 10-14, during which
they will look for sports-
manship and effort over
gameplay and experience.

“We want to accept as
many students as possible,”
Stringer said, but having
only six PCs leaves them
limited. He said they could
create a varsity and junior
varsity team and break up
practices so everyone can
use a PC.

The best thing about the
program, Stringer and De-
Priest agreed, is that play-
ers have the opportunity to
join in either the spring or
fall — meaning athletes can
play outside of their sport’s
season.

West Carroll’s eS-
ports team goes live in
September.

THE JACKSON SYMPHONY
Free Concert Coming to Huntingdon’s Square

HUNTINGDON — The
Dixie Carter Performing
Arts Center invites the
community to enjoy an
unforgettable evening of
live orchestral music on
Tuesday, June 23, as The
Jackson Symphony presents
“Symphony on the Move”
on Huntingdon’s Court
Square.

This free, family-friendly
outdoor concert is open
to the public and designed
to bring world-class sym-
phonic music directly to
the heart of the community.
The concert begins at 6:30
p.m.

Set in a relaxed, open-air
setting, guests are encour-
aged to bring blankets and

lawn chairs and settle in for
an evening of music under
the summer sky.

A selection of food trucks
will be available on-site,
offering convenient din-
ing options throughout the
performance.

Road closures around the
Carroll County Courthouse
begin at 5 p.m., and patrons
are welcome to begin ar-
riving at that time to set up
blankets and chairs ahead
of the concert.

The evening features a
special performance by
acclaimed vocalist Joshua
Carswell, who is known for
his dynamic stage presence,
expressive tenor voice and
genre-defying original work.

Carswell’s music blends
emotional storytelling with
cinematic pop arrange-
ments, drawing from his
newest album Innerspace.

“I want to give the au-
dience an emotional ca-
tharsis,” Carswell said. “It’s
the thing I love most about
music: its ability to unlock
the heart”

With a decade of touring
experience and multiple
vocal honors, Carswell con-
tinues to be recognized for
his ability to connect deep-
ly with audiences through
both power and intimacy.

For more information,
visit DixiePAC.net.

Without newspapers, where would you search to
find the information on this page?

We do the legwork to keep you informed.

“BANNER

Call 731.352.3323
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Top, Participants in the Chris Nelson Summer Basketball Individual Camp in the sixth- through ninth-grade
group. Photo courtesy Jennifer Nelson Above Left, Basketball campers utilized Baker Fieldhouse, where the
Bethel College Lady Wildcats played for decades. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner Above Right, Participants in
the Chris Nelson Summer Basketball Individual Camp in the Kindergarten through fifth-grade group. In the
back row (L to R) are the Lady Wildcat players and staff facilitating the camp: Kylee Alexander, Asia Pirtle, MJ
Simmons, Kyla Taylor, Kevin Beck, Ada Koelling, Grace Billington, Hallie Turner, Jay Camp, Madison Hart and
Kalynn Howard. Photo courtesy Jennifer Nelson Below Left, (L to R) Bethel Lady Wildcats Head Coach Chris
Nelson, graduate assistant Madison Hart and Chris’ wife, Jennifer Nelson, during the individual camp. Photo
by Brad Sam/The Banner Below Center, Back in 2017, sisters and future Lady Wildcats Micah (left) and Madi-
son Hart (right) attended one of their many camps with then-player Justyce White (center). Madison is now a
graduate assistant for the team, and Micah is entering her junior year as a player. Photo courtesy Madison Hart
Right, Huntingdon Middle School’s Ella Atkins drives to the basket untouched during the Fillies’ game against
Calloway County at McKenzie Middle School on Friday. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner
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Nelson Summer Basketball Camps: Over Tw De

cades of Cultivating Young

Players

myself in them. A lot of them
know me from playing, and I

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (June 15) —
For just over two decades,
Bethel University Lady Wild-
cat Basketball Head Coach
Chris Nelson has spent part
of each summer cultivating
young players with help from
his players and staff in a se-
ries of three-day camps.

The Chris Nelson Sum-
mer Basketball Camps began
last week with team camps,
where entire teams spent
three days playing a total of
281 games at six area gym-
nasiums: Bethel Universi-
ty’s Crisp Arena and Baker

Fieldhouse, McKenzie High
School, McKenzie Middle
School and the two gyms at
Gleason School.

High school teams, 43 in
all, played Monday through
Wednesday, and 39 middle
school teams played from
Thursday through Saturday.

The individual camp be-
gan Monday and continues
through Wednesday, June 17
at Crisp and Baker. About a
hundred kids participated,
with Kindergarten through
fifth grade attending in the
morning and sixth through
ninth grade taking the
afternoon.

The campers begin their

daily sessions with drills,
rotating through stations
where they learn skills such
as rebounding, passing and
shooting from current Lady
Wildcat players and staff
members. After drills, they
form teams and play short
games to put their new skills
into action.

Nelson, entering his 21st
year as head coach, estab-
lished the team camps as
assistant coach under Head
Coach Larry Eddings, who
was already hosting individ-
ual camps each summer.

Nelson told The Banner
his goals with the camps that
he has solidified as a Bethel

tradition over two decades.
“Building relationships with
high school coaches helps
recruiting. It gets our current
players involved and pro-
motes the program. I think it's
big for Bethel in general. We
want to see people wearing
those Bethel shirts. And we
hope it’s big for the town as
well, bringing in some rev-
enue with the hundreds of
people visiting McKenzie.”
Madison Hart is a 2026
Bethel graduate, now a grad-
uate assistant under Nelson
after a decorated career as
a Lady Wildcat. She and
her younger sister, Micah (a
junior Lady Wildcat stand-

out), both attended Nelson’s
camps from a young age.

Madison told The Banner
about her experiences with
the camp over the years. “I
came every year growing up.
I got to know Coach Nelson
and [his wife] Jen, and it’s
like a core memory as a kid
coming to these camps.

“I remember doing the
relays and the dribble tag, I
always liked that. I had my
sister [Micah], who also plays
here. We grew up going to all
the Bethel camps together.
So it was fun, and working it
now is a full-circle moment.
It’s fun to come in here and
work with kids. I kind of see

see them in the stands and
talk to them after games. It's
fun to spend time with them
and get to know a little bit
more about them and help
them develop as players.

“Coach Nelson is a great
role model as a coach, but
also as a personal relation-
ship that we've built together.
It's been really special. And
the players that we have now,
just great girls on and off the
court, coming in here and
running it. Our attitudes to-
ward the kids make it posi-
tive. We want them to learn,
but to have fun too.

ROTARY PEACE PROJECT
Local Coalition
Combats Hunger

MCcKENZIE (June 13) — Four
hundred local residents received
hot, nutritious meals on Saturday,
June 13, as the McKenzie Rotary
Club, the Webb Alumni Associa-
tion, and a coalition of local partner
churches hosted a successful Free
Community Feeding event.

The collaborative effort brought
together assistance from Over-
flow, McKenzie Church of Christ,
Greater Enon Baptist Church, and
Smyrna Baptist Church to serve the
community. The meals, consisting
of spaghetti, salad, bread, bottled
water, and dessert, were prepared
at the Webb School. In addition to
serving walk-in recipients, volun-
teers delivered packaged lunches
directly to area residents and lo-
cal first responders, including the
Huntingdon Police Department
and the Carroll County Sheriff’s
Department.

The feeding is a hallmark of
the McKenzie Rotary Club’s local
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Left, Rotary President Ricky Price, Donna Taylor, Angel Newbill, and Rotarian Matt Aird helped serve food during the community
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feeding event. Center, Rotary President-Elect Armand Hebert and Ella Milam volunteered at the community feeding event. Right,
Tammy Nolen Parsley and Rotarian Ryan White. Photos by Joel Washburn/The Banner

“Peace Project,” spearheaded by
club member Kim Bell-Webb.

It is recognized for its massive
humanitarian efforts—such as the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative,
which has protected over two bil-
lion children from the disease, it
supports the local service clubs,
such as McKenzie, that brings that
commitment to service to a hy-
per-local level.

By addressing food insecurity,
the local Peace Project aligns with
the broader Rotary philosophy that

hunger, poverty, and poor health
are primary drivers of instability
and conflict within any society.
The project has already garnered
support from the broader com-
munity, including a recent dona-
tion from the chaplaincy at Baptist
Hospital-Carroll County to assist
in providing food and support for
those in times of need.

“This is a year-round initiative,’
Bell-Webb said, noting that the
project goes beyond mass feedings
to provide boxed food for those

facing food insecurity throughout
the year.

This grassroots approach echoes
the Rotary Foundation’s found-
ing principle of “doing good in the
world,” which encourages clubs
to identify specific needs in their
neighborhoods and take action to
provide lasting solutions.

The club is already looking ahead
to its next major event. Bell-Webb
announced that the next commu-
nity feeding is October 1, which
will feature a mass feeding event in

downtown McKenzie.

Those interested in supporting
the McKenzie Rotary Club’s ongo-
ing community efforts or learning
more about how local Rotarians
and members of the Peace Project
are working to improve the quality
of life in McKenzie are encouraged
to contact club members.

McKenzie Rotary Club meets
each Tuesday at noon at the Vera
Low Center on the campus of Beth-
el University.

Cary Honored as University Scholar
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University Scholar Honorees — Front Row (L to R): Nathan Link, of Oakland;
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Elizabeth Lattus, of Union City; Zachary Wager, of Columbus, Ind.; Mackenzie

Stockton, of Sparta; Joan West, of Joelton; Karlie Seltzer, of Clifton; Ella Willis,
of Middleton. Back Row (L to R): Carter Cary, of Huntingdon; Riley McClain, of
Reagan; Anna Bruce, of Martin; Anthony Lain, of Pegram; Jackson Morrison, of
Bartlett; and Tyler Looney, of Munford. Submitted photo

MARTIN (June 11) — UT
Martin students were hon-
ored May 1 for completing
the University Scholars Pro-
gram, a four-year honors
program that offers an en-
hanced curriculum as well
as community-engagement,
leadership and travel-study
opportunities.

A medaling ceremony was
held with faculty members,
family and friends gathered
in the Holland McCombs

Center.

Carter Cary, of Hunting-
don, was among those rec-
ognized at the ceremony.
Cary was also awarded his
Bachelor of Science during
UT Martin’s spring com-
mencement ceremony May
2 at the Kathleen and Tom
Elam Center.

Other honorees include
Nathan Link, of Oakland;
Elizabeth Lattus, of Union
City; Zachary Wager, of Co-
lumbus, Ind.; Mackenzie
Stockton, of Sparta; Joan

West, of Joelton; Karlie Selt-
zer, of Clifton; Ella Willis, of
Middleton; Riley McClain,
of Reagan; Anna Bruce, of
Martin; Anthony Lain, of Pe-
gram; Jackson Morrison, of
Bartlett; and Tyler Looney,
of Munford.

To learn more about
the UT Martin’s Universi-
ty Scholars Program, visit
https://www.utm.edu/aca-
demics/honors-programs/
university-scholars/ or call
(731) 881-7436.
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(L to R) Happy Book Stack McKenzie employee Lexie Bolin, Store Manager Stephanie
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McClerkin and owner David Jacobs during the customer appreciation event marking
the shop’s first anniversary. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Happy Book Stack McKenzie
Celebrates First Anniversary

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (June 9) —
The Happy Book Stack
McKenzie marked its one-
year anniversary Tuesday
evening with a customer
appreciation event, offering
patrons free pizza and cake.

Owner David Jacobs told
The Banner, “I've really
enjoyed getting to know
many people, look forward
to getting to know even
more over these next few
years to come. I feel like
I've been well-received by
the community, and I really
appreciate that. It’s tough
having a small business in
many ways. So, the commu-
nity is really what makes it
possible.

“The year has definite-
ly flown by. We've gotten
to have some awesome

events in this space. Some
worship nights, some mu-
sic nights, lots of different
types of crafting, I want to
keep on expanding on that
and being an asset to the
community.

“It’s been fun having a
bookstore, seeing people
local and from out of town
come in. We've seen some
people stock their class-
rooms for school. I see peo-
ple come in who read over
a hundred books a year.
They're in monthly restock-
ing their ‘to be read’ lists.
So shoutout to our loyal
customers. You guys make
this stuff possible.”

Jacobs teased some new
things on the horizon but
wouldn’t say much. “We've
got some fun things down
the pipeline. Some fun ex-
pansions on what we're al-

ready doing

He added, “More than
anything, thank you to ev-
eryone, and we look for-
ward to many more years
to come.”

Store Manager Stephanie
McClerkin said, “The first
year has been great. We've
already got lots of loyals.
We see them everyday.
Sometimes, we've got one
we'll see twice a day — Mr.
Larry. He'll always come
twice a day when we have
brisket chili, and we've got
his frapp order memorized.
So we've got a good base of
consistent customers, and
we've still got new people
coming in.

“It’s fun to watch it grow,
see people bring new peo-
ple in, get to learn new faces
and hopefully give them a
good experience.’
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Above, Blooming Poems attendees write on their origami fortune tellers. Photo
by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner Below Left, Dakota Cowan won Saturday’s
Minecraft Archaeology tournament. Submitted photo Below Right, Michelle
Wallace dons her freshly-painted masquerade mask during Dapper Dinos.

McKenzie Library’s Summer

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE — McKenzie
Memorial Library’s
dinosaur-themed summer
reading program continued
throughout the week, with
events such as “Blooming
Poems,” “Dapper Dinos,’
“Minecraft Archaeology” and
“Tales at 10

On Tuesday, attendees
were able to take shelter from
the rain outside and create
origami fortune tellers with
library staff during Blooming
Poems. Kids created poems
by writing on the paper flaps
of the fortune tellers.

Attendees could visit the
library at any time during the
day Thursday during Dapper
Dinos to paint masquerade

Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner
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masks fitting for the dapper-
est of dinosaurs.

Saturday’s Minecraft
Archaeology tournament put
participants’ observational
skills to the test, challenging
them to find items on a
check list in randomly-
generated Minecraft worlds.
Items were themed around
“Uncover Past Civilizations”
and “Unearthing the Hidden
Truths of the Blocky Worlds.”

Dakota Cowan won the
Minecraft Archaeology
tournament. Cowan’s 45
points put her “squarely
in the lead,” according to
Assistant Library Director
Adora Carty.

Monday morning, library
staff read dinosaur tales
with attendees during

time Fun COntin\ues

“Tales at Ten.”

McKenzie Memorial
Library continues to unearth
summertime fun this week
with “Triassic Tie-Dye” at
10 a.m. Thursday, June 18;
“What in Tarnation?” at 1
p.m. Saturday, June 20; “Tales
at Ten” at 10 a.m. Monday,
June 22; and “Unearthing
the Magic!” at McKenzie’s
Farmer’s Market at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, June 23.

McKenzie Memorial
Library is located at 15
Broadway Street, McKenzie,
Tenn. It is open Mondays,
Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays from 9 a.m. to 4
p-m. and on Saturdays
from 10 am. to 2 p.m. It is
closed Friday, June 19, in
observation of Juneteenth.

PEOPLE

Turf Replacement Begins at
Bethel’s Walter Butler Stadium

McKENZIE (June 15) — Bethel University’s Walter Butler Stadium is getting
new turf this summer. Crews began removal of the old turf Monday, which is
expected to take several days. Officials told The Banner that the replacement
project would continue as weather allows, and that the field must be ready by
July 15 for the return of football players for preseason activities. Photo by Brad

Sam/The Banner
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Top, Alice Hardin (back center, with thumbs up) presented her musical story-
time program Wednesday at the Carroll County Library. Above, West Tennessee
Public Utility District Marketing Manager Madison Endres shows kids a meter
during her program about natural gas safety Thursday. Below, West Tennessee
Public Utility District employee Antonio Abundis helps summer reader Asher
Edwards, 7, operate the gas company’s excavator outside the Carroll County

Summer Reading Interactive
Programs Delight in First Week

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (June
8-12) — The Carroll
County Library’s Summer
Reading Program had a
big first week of events,
including two interactive
programs by musician Al-
ice Hardin and the West
Tennessee Public Utility
District.

Summer Reading began
Monday with a kick-off
event where kids could
sign up for the summer
reading challenge. The
year’s theme, “Unearth
a Story” was also in-
troduced (see previous
story).

Wednesday, the library
hosted “Music with Al-
ice!, a musical storytime
program presented by
Alice Hardin. Hardin,
who teaches music in
her hometown Jackson,
led kids through several
songs, including a musi-
cal reading of the book,
“Little White Duck”

Hardin’s content can be
found at musicwithalice.
com and on most music
streaming services.

Thursday, staff from the
West Tennessee Public
Utility District visited.
Marketing Manager Mad-
ison Endres led the pro-
gram, assisted by Anto-
nio Abundis, Kris Hunley,
Jacob Howington, Jacob
Allen and Stefan Gilbert.

Endres spoke to the
kids about natural gas
safety and about calling
811 before digging.

They learned about
the colored flag system,
which indicates buried
pipes and lines. A yel-
low flag indicates natural
gas. A blue flag indicates
water. Green identifies
sewage lines. Cable and
internet lines are marked
with orange flags. Electri-
cal lines are indicated by
ared flag.

Endres explained dif-
ferent causes of leaks and
displayed sections of pipe
that had been damaged in
various ways.

Scratch-and-sniff cards
were passed around to
show the kids the scent
that is added to natural
gas by gas companies to
easily identify leaks, both
indoors and out.

The summer readers
were provided with sev-
eral activities, including
a miniature excavator the
kids could use to transfer
balls from one container
to another.

The program then
moved outside, where
kids got to see the full-
sized excavator. One at
a time, they were invit-
ed to man the controls
(and the horn) with help
from Abundis. There were
also two WTPUD trucks
on hand, as well as a
pipe-cutting device used
by the workers.

Endres provided some
goodies to the summer
readers at the conclusion
of the program.

On Friday, readers
could stop by the library
and pick up arts and
crafts kits to use at home.

The Carroll County Li-
brary’s Summer Read-
ing Program continues
Tuesday, June 16 with a
visit from Smokey Bear
at 10:30 a.m. and Thurs-
day, June 18 with “Bee
Curious!,” presented by
Costello Farms at 10:30
a.m.
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