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HUNTINGDON (May 21) — The 
Carroll County Emergency Com-
munications District (911 Board) 
Board of Directors moved forward 
with work on its new headquarters 
campus, approving a $7,500 bid to 
demolish the former 800-square-
foot office building on Dillahunty 
Lane in Huntingdon.

The demolition contract was 
awarded to Barger Construction 
Company of Yuma, which is also 

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (May 20) — The 
Huntingdon Special School District 
Board of Education met Wednesday 
with a light agenda, but took some 
time to reflect on the school year 
about to end and to bid farewell to 
the district’s first-ever student school 
board representatives.

The lone item of business was to 
consider continuing membership in 
Tennessee School Systems for Equi-
ty, an organization of mainly rural 
districts that advocates for equitable 
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Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair
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Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!

SUNDAYS
10 a.m. – Sunday School 
(Classes for all ages)
11 a.m. – Morning Service

1:30 p.m. – Afternoon Service
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7 p.m. – Mid-Week Prayer 
and Bible Study
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Join Us This Sunday at 

Grace Baptist Church!

Grace Baptist Church
warmly invites you and your 
family to join us for our weekly 
services. Our doors are open 
to everyone in our community.

Looking for a place to 
grow in faith and fi nd a 
welcoming community? 

See 911 on Page 3

Carroll County 911 Headquarters Nears Completion

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (May 25) — The 
City of McKenzie honored fallen 
servicemembers with a Memorial 
Day Ceremony Monday in Down-
town Veterans Memorial Park.

During the ceremony, a McK-
enzie fire engine ladder held high 

a giant, 40x20-foot American Flag 
as a backdrop. The flag was donat-
ed to the city by Woodmen Life.

Mayor Ryan Griffin served as em-
cee, beginning the event by leading 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Chelsea 
Brown performed “Goodness of 
God” and “How Great Thou Art.”

See McKENZIE on Page 3

City of McKenzie Hosts 
Memorial Day Ceremony

HUNTINGDON (May 25) — 
The community of Huntingdon/
Carroll County gathered today at 
Huntingdon Middle School gym-
nasium for a poignant Memorial 
Day ceremony, paying tribute to 
the men and women of the armed 

forces who made the ultimate sac-
rifice. The event, marked by patri-
otic observances and a keynote 
address, emphasized remem-
brance, reflection, and gratitude 

Huntingdon Honors 
Fallen Heroes During 
Memorial Day Event

See HUNTINGDON on Page 3

AREA MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES
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The Huntingdon Town 
C o u n c i l  m e e t s  T u e s -
day, May 26 at 5:15 p.m. 
at Huntingdon City Hall, 
19810 Main Street East. 
The following new business 
items are on the agenda:

1. Ordinance No. 657, an 
ordinance to amend Ordi-
nance No, 639 same being 
the General Fund, Drug 
Fund, Solid Waste Collec-
tion Fund, DCPA Special 

See BUDGET on Page 2

Huntingdon 
Town Council 
To Discuss 
2027 Budget

Huntingdon Board of Education student representatives Madison 
Dill (left) and Paige Costello attended their final meeting Wednes-
day. Also pictured are (L to R) Director of Schools Dr. Jonathan Kee 
and school board members Shawna Smith, Dr. Lee Carter, Brittany 
Foster, Morgan Butler and Clay Nolen. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner See SCHOOL on Page 3

Huntingdon School Board Bids 
Farewell to First Student Reps

INSIDE THIS EDITION

Construction on the new Carroll County 911 Headquarters in Huntingdon is still underway. Photo by 
Joel Washburn/The Banner

Above, Wilma Pearson, commander of the Huntingdon 
American Legion, was the speaker at the Huntingdon 
Memorial Day ceremony. Photo by Joel Washburn/The 
Banner  Right, Participants in the McKenzie Memorial 
Day Ceremony were (L to R) Mayor Ryan Griffin, Dana 
Deem, Tim Smothers, Chelsea Brown, Tammy Host, Riley 
Crafton, David Kellett Hochreiter, Chief Ryan White and 
Jennifer Waldrup. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner
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McKENZIE (May 25) — During the City of McKenzie’s 
Memorial Day Ceremony Monday, the city’s miniature 
ceremonial cannon was fired for the first time since 
Veterans Day 2019. (The last person to fire the cannon 
was James Choate.) Initiating the blast was McKenzie 
Police Chief Ryan White (left), assisted by Patrolman 
Matthew Cunningham. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKenzie Ceremonial Cannon
Fired After Seven-Year Hiatus

McKENZIE — As the 
morning sun rose over Car-
roll County this weekend, 
a dedicated group of vol-
unteers fanned out across 
local cemeteries, trans-
forming green hillsides into 
seas of red, white, and blue. 
The annual Memorial Day 
flag placement tradition 
remains a cornerstone of 
the McKenzie community, 
ensuring that every veter-
an interred in the area is 
recognized for their service 
and sacrifice.

S p e a r h e a d e d  b y  t h e 
A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ,  t h e 
massive coordination ef-
fort  brought together a 
multi-generational force 
of prior ser vice and re-
tired military personnel, 
and civilians working side-
by-side. These volunteers 
spent Saturday and Sunday 
meticulously walking the 
grounds of Mt. Olivet Cem-
etery and Carroll Memorial 
Gardens, placing individ-
ual American flags at the 
headstones of generations 

of veterans.
It takes several hours of 

meticulous searching to en-
sure no one is overlooked. 
The effort extended to near-
by Liberty All Cemetery, 
where a moving annual pro-
gram features the reading 
of every interred veteran’s 
name aloud as their flag is 
set into the earth.

The weekend’s labor of 
love serves as a prelude to 
McKenzie’s and Hunting-
don’s official remembrance 
services. 

The volunteers who place 
the flags often recall shared 
memories with those in-
terred as each flag is placed.

Following the commu-
nity-driven efforts at the 
cemeteries, the focus tran-
sitions to Veterans Park in 
downtown McKenzie for 
the formal Memorial Day 
ceremony. The event his-
torically features military 
guest speakers, the laying of 
a memorial wreath, and the 
somber notes of Taps echo-
ing through the city center.

A newly placed flag adorns the gravesite of Terry 
Blakemore, who served as a general in the Tennessee 
Army National Guard.

McKenzie Honors Fallen 
Heroes with Annual Flag 
Placement Tradition

McKENZIE — The McK-
enzie Station Splash Pad, 
located at 91 East Bruce 
Street, officially kicked off 
its ninth season this week, 
marking nearly a decade 
of downtown revitaliza-
tion. What began as an 
ambitious plan to repur-
pose a historic railroad 
site has evolved into a cen-
terpiece of summer life.

Th e  s i t e  h o l d s  d e e p 
historical  significance, 
originally serving as the 
intersection for the Nash-
ville & Northwestern and 
the Louisvil le & Mem-

phis Railroad lines in the 
1860s. For decades, the 
land sat as a neglected 
green space until former 
Mayor Jill Holland cham-
pioned its transformation. 
In 2017, the city secured 
a Local Parks and Recre-
ation Grant from the state 
of Tennessee to bring the 
project to life.

“We wanted to honor 
our past while building a 
future for our children,” 
city officials noted during 
the original grand open-
ing on July 20, 2017. The 
design intentionally in-

corporates architectural 
emphasis to the old de-
pot that once stood on the 
grounds.

The park’s success has 
led to continuous expan-
sion. In 2022, the Ten-
nessee Municipal League 
honored McKenzie with 
the Small City Progress 
Award,  c i t ing the cre-
ation of Harmony Park—
an interactive outdoor 
percussion space—and 
the addition of a major 
s h a d e  p av i l i o n .  Th e s e 
improvements, alongside 
the restored Park Theatre, 

helped redefine the down-
town experience.

Most  recently,  Parks 
Director Billy Hollowell 
oversaw the completion 
of a new playground in 
Spring 2026. Featuring a 
climbing wall and elevated 
fort, the facility now of-
fers year-round recreation 
even after the water park is 
turned off for the winter.

The Splash Pad remains 
free of charge for all visi-
tors. It operates daily from 
late May through the sum-
mer months.

McKenzie Station Splash 
Pad Enters Ninth Season 

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE — The Bella 
Barn of West Tennessee is 
closing its doors after 12 
years. On Monday, May 
18,  owner and manag-
er Patty Beck shared her 
decision to sell the be-
loved property. She said 
the new owners will not 
continue with the venue.

O r i g i n a l l y  u s e d  a s 
a shop and storage for 
Beck’s hay and farm sup-
plies, The Bella Barn of 
West  Tennesse e,  nick-
named “The Bella Barn,” 

became the place where 
m a n y  We st  Te n n e ss e e 
couples shared their vows, 
said “I  do” and shared 
their  f irst  moments as 
newlyweds. 

Beck purchased the 33-
acre property — an Amish 
farm and ranch — in 2005. 
The property included 
a 1940s barn, kept in its 
original state.

Beck decided to add 
onto the existing barn 
in 2014, creating a rus-
tic-style venue for wed-
dings, parties and other 
celebrations. She found 

inspiration for multiple 
ceremony sites  on the 
property and groomed 
the grounds to make her 
visions into reality. She 
built bold fencing, arches 
a n d  g a t e s  t o  c r e a t e  a 
beautiful atmosphere. All 
the while, her horses still 
roamed the field.

Beck also implemented 
a Bridal Suite, which was 
once an apartment de-
signed for use when her 
family visited town.

Selling The Bella Barn 
was a hard decision for 
Beck, she said, but “do-

ing so gives [her] the op-
portunity to move onto 
new opportunities … with 
[her] family.”

Beck thanked everyone 
who loved The Bella Barn 
through the years.

“It has been a wonderful 
blessing for me to own a 
little slice of heaven and to 
be there for all of you that 
chose The Bella Barn for 
your special day,” Beck said.

The Bella Barn of West 
Tennessee property, locat-
ed at 360 Blooming Grove 
S, McKenzie, Tenn. 38201, 
sold on May 8, 2026.

The Bella Barn of West Tennessee.

The Bella Barn Sells, Will Not 
Continue as Wedding Venue

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

MARTIN (May 21) — 
Enjoyers of the Tennes-
see Soybean Festival were 
dealt bad news Thursday, 
May 21, when the City of 
Martin’s Tennessee Soy-
bean Festival Committee 
announced a one-year hi-
atus, citing financial chal-
lenges facing the city.

T h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t 
shocked many, as the fes-
tival has been a tradition in 
the City of Martin for more 
than 30 years.

“We understand how 
much the Tennessee Soy-
bean Festival means to 
our community, and this 
was not an easy decision,” 
the committee shared in a 
public statement.

The committee unani-
mously agreed that putting 
the Tennessee Soybean 
Festival on pause was the 
most responsible path for-
ward, given “the budget, 
manpower and time re-
quired to responsibly plan 
an event of this scale.”

The Tennessee Soybean 
Festival Committee typi-

cally organizes the annual 
festival through a collabo-
ration with the University 
of Tennessee at Martin, 
local industries and busi-
nesses, agricultural leaders, 
churches, community or-
ganizations and volunteers. 

“Our goal is not to take 
away from the commu-
nity,” the committee said, 
“but to ensure that the re-
sources we do have are 
used in the most sustain-
able and impactful ways 
possible during a difficult 
time for our city.”

The 2026 festival had 

already been announced, 
and the committee was 
taking vendor applications 
before its cancellation, 
according to a Facebook 
post from Squatch BBQ & 
Catering.

The Tennessee Soybean 
Festival has historically 
occurred during the first 
week of September and 
features carnival rides, live 
music, food vendors and 
art shows. In 2025, festi-
val-goers enjoyed perfor-
mances by TLC, The Band 
Perry and Bizz & Everyday 
People. 

Tennessee Soybean Festival Canceled for 2026 
Projects Fund, and Utility 
Fund budgets of the Town 
of Huntingdon, Tennessee, 
for Fiscal Year 2026 (July 
1, 2025 – June 30, 2026) 
to provide for the routine 
fiscal year-end review and 
amendments, first reading.

2. Ordinance No. 658, an 
ordinance to adopt and ap-
prove the General Fund, 
Drug Fund, Solid Waste 
Collection Fund, DCPA 
Special Projects Fund, and 
Utility Fund budgets of the 
Town of Huntingdon, Tenn., 
for Fiscal Year 2027 (July 1, 

2026 – June 30, 2027) and 
adopt property tax rate for 
2026 Tax Year, first reading.

3. Resolution No. 026-
06, a resolution to hire ad-
ministrative services for the 
2026 Local Parks & Recre-
ation Fund Grant Project.

4. Consider the purchase 
of a 2026 Petersen Freight-
liner Knuckle Boom Truck 
under Sourcewell contract 
for the Street Department.

5. Consider the purchase 
of a 2026 F-150 4x4 Super-
crew pickup truck for the 
Fire Department.

6. Consider water bill ad-
justment for Renee Dupree.

7. Consider water bill 
adjustment for Michael 
Coleman.

Budget
...From Front Page
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for those who secured the 
nation’s freedoms.

Mayor Chad Edwards 
served as the master of 
ceremonies for the event.

The ceremony com-
menced with opening re-
marks underscoring Me-
morial Day as a day “more 
than just a long weekend 
or the beginning of sum-
mer,” but a time to honor 
heroes “willing to give ev-
erything for our country 
and for our future genera-
tion.”  Attendees stood for 
the presentation of colors, 
followed by a stirring ren-
dition of the national an-
them by Sophie Cole and 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Veterans, widows of vet-
erans, former Prisoners of 
War (POWs), and spouses 
of currently deployed per-
sonnel received special 
recognition, with many 
standing to acknowledge 
their service and sacrifice. 
The Huntingdon High 
School band, under the 
direction of Ben Martin, 
performed a “Salute to the 
Armed Forces,” inviting 
veterans to stand for their 
branch’s anthem.

The morning address 
was by American Legion 
Commander Wilma Pear-
son of Post 47. Introduced 
as a “faithful servant to 
her country and her com-
m u n i t y ,”  C o m m a n d e r 
Pearson’s distinguished 
career includes military 
service as a medical corps-
man during the Vietnam 
conflict, where she was 
stationed at West Point. 
She later became the first 
female ordained elder in 
the Christian Methodist 
Episcopal Church in 1979 
and served as a chaplain 
for the Knoxville Police 
Department for a decade. 

Commander Pearson’s 
keynote address centered 

on the heroic story of the 
“Four Chaplains” from 
February 3, 1943. She re-
counted how, aboard the 
torpedoed SS Dorchester, 
four chaplains—Lt. George 
L. Fox (Methodist), Lt. Al-
exander D. Goode (Jew-
ish), Lt. Clark V. Poling 
(Dutch Reformed), and Lt. 
John P. Washington (Cath-
olic)—calmly offered com-
fort amidst chaos. When 
life jackets ran out, “each 
chaplain gave up his own 
life jacket and gave it to the 
sailors in need.” Witnesses 
described seeing the four 
men, arm-in-arm, praying 
in unison as the ship sank, 
an act she called a “testi-
mony of faith and service” 
that transcended religious 
b a r r i e r s.  C o m m a n d e r 
Pearson concluded with a 
powerful challenge to the 
Carroll County commu-
nity: “Show love, to show 
unity. To that do the right 
thing. And when we do the 
right thing, guess what? 
God will bless us.”

Following the address, 
American Legion Chaplain 
Wayne Tortersen and Ser-
geant at Arms Lade Sode 
led a solemn POW/MIA 
Reflections ceremony. The 
“Fallen Comrade Table” 
was presented, with each 
element symbolizing the 
sacrifice and enduring 
hope for missing service 
members. A minute of si-
lence was observed, and 
the Huntington Troop 73 
Boy Scouts of America 
placed a memorial wreath.

The ceremony conclud-
ed with remarks from the 
master of  ceremonies, 
urging reflection on “ser-
vice, courage, sacrifice, 
and patriotism,” and a 
closing prayer delivered 
by Brother Chris King of 
the Huntingdon Church of 
Christ, who thanked God 
for the service members 
who “emulated that sac-
rifice... by giving up their 
time, their effort, and Fa-
ther, in some cases, their 
lives.”

Huntingdon
...From Front Page

state funding. Director of 
Schools Dr. Jonathan Kee 
recommended maintaining 
membership, and the board 
concurred unanimously.

Just four days after their 
graduation from Hunting-
don High School, Madison 
Dill and Paige Costello re-
turned to the central office 
for their final meeting as 
student school board repre-
sentatives. The pair were the 
first to serve in the position 
in the district.

Board Chairman Dr. Lee 
Carter said, “Thank y’all for 
what you have accomplished 
this year. I don’t know if y’all 
will ever truly realize what 
y’all have done for us at this 
board… I could not have 
asked for any better students 
to step up and take this role, 
and y’all have absolutely set 
a high, high standard for 
anybody that comes after 
you.” Other board members 

echoed Carter’s sentiments.
Kee said, “Y’all are phe-

nomenal. I think your pos-
itive attitude and how you 
came in excited about it, it’s 
a great example for the next 
group, so thank y’all for that.”

Costello and Dill gave their 
final monthly report, recap-
ping a busy final stretch for 
students. They expressed 
their appreciation to the 
board for the opportunity to 
serve. The two new alumni 
were presented with blue 
“H” pins.

Student representatives 
for next year are rising se-
nior Katherine Meggs and 
rising junior Lila Reed. Reed 
will continue to serve her 
senior year with another ris-
ing junior.

Ke e  com m e n te d an d 
board members chimed in to 
praise the accomplishments 
of Huntingdon students this 
year in academics, athletics 
and other extracurricular 
activities. Kee said, “I don’t 
ever want to take that for 
granted. In a small commu-
nity, I’m just thankful that 
we have good support for 

those things, we have kids 
that want to get involved. 
I think it’s very unique for 
Huntingdon.”

The director announced a 
new sign had been installed 
at the high school to com-
memorate past and future 
state athletic appearances.

Dr. Kee was pleased to re-
port 87 open enrollment ap-
plications had already been 
processed and approved 
for the next school year, an 
increase from the 80 total 
approved last year. He said, 
“I think that’s a compliment 
to [our] teachers, our school 
board, our community as 
a whole. I’m thankful that 
people respect our district 
and would like to come here.”

Kee relayed plans to re-
place the windows at the 
primary school and paint 
hallways at the high school, 
among other projects for the 
summer.

The meeting adjourned 
after 15 minutes.

Board member Kennedy 
White was absent.

The board meets next on 
Wednesday, June 17 at 5 p.m.

School
...From Front Page

the contractor for the new 
headquarters. The com-
pany’s  $7,500 bid was 
substantially lower than 
those from other bidders, 
Shamrock of Paris and 
Reynolds Construction of 
Huntingdon. The contract 
requires Barger to raze the 
old building, remove all 
debris, eliminate the septic 
tank, dispose of remaining 
contents, and ensure all 
earthwork is consistent 
with the adjacent new 
construction.

The 5,422-square-foot 
new headquarters, which 

includes administrative 
space, a training area, and 
a backup dispatch cen-
ter, is now on track for 
completion. Approved in 
May 2024, the building’s 
estimated cost is $2.875 
million, which the CCECD 
had saved in reserve. CCE-
CD Director Kristy Meggs 
noted that the district had 
been financially planning 
for the new building for 
over a decade. The facility 
was sketched by A2H de-
signers and architects.

Meggs also shared that 
the new training area will 
be available to any govern-
ment agency or nonprofit 
organization for hosting 
training sessions or meet-
ings. This area, along with 
the backup dispatch cen-

ter, is isolated from the 
main administrative space.

The backup dispatch cen-
ter will provide multi-con-
sole dispatch capabilities 
for use if the county’s Emer-
gency Operating Center 
(adjacent to the Sheriff ’s 
Department) becomes in-
operable. The training/com-
munity room has separate 
restrooms and entrances, 
allowing it to be used by 
groups other than 911.

Attending the Thursday 
meeting were: Director 
Kristy Meggs, adminis-
trative assistant Amanda 
Pate, board members Steve 
Price, Max Anderson, Wil-
lie Huffman, Joe Walker, 
Larry Elliott, and board 
chairlady Joyce Noles.

911
...From Front Page

The former 911 administrative office (foreground) is to be razed to make way 
for the new headquarters on Dillahunty Lane, Huntingdon.

Mayor Chad Edwards was the master of ceremonies. 
Looking on is Sophie Cole, who sang the National 
Anthem. Photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner 

Top, Featured speaker Tammy Host delivers remarks as the massive American Flag 
waves above the park.  Above, Memorial Day Ceremony attendees place roses on 
the stones honoring their loved ones.  Below, Police Chief Ryan White fires the 
ceremonial miniature cannon next to the full-size, out-of-commission cannon on 
the square. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

David Kellett Hochreit-
er, Sgt. Medic, U.S. Army, 
recited the poem “Forever 
Remembered” and offered 
a Memorial Day prayer.

Tammy Host, DT3, U.S. 
Navy, Retired, was the speak-
er. She relayed the history of 
Memorial Day, tracing back 
to the Civil War-era Deco-
ration Day, and recited the 
poem “In Flanders Fields.” 
She also implored everyone 
to remember and honor the 
true meaning of the holiday.

Dana Deem, Master Sgt., 
USAF, Retired, representing 
American Legion Post 37, 
and Tim Smothers, E7 Ser-
geant First Class, U.S. Army, 
Retired, VFW Post 4939 
Commander, placed the 
Memorial Wreath on the 
Veterans Memorial Walk.

Attendees were invited 
to place a rose on the stone 

of loved ones honored on 
the Walk.

Police Chief Ryan White 
fired the ceremonial min-
iature cannon, and Riley 
Crafton played Taps.

Refreshments were served 

by  the  VF W Post  4939 
Auxiliary.

City Recorder Jennifer 
Waldrup organized the 
event, Parks employees pre-
pared the park, and Steve 
Bomar provided sound.

McKenzie
...From Front Page

Dana Deem, Master Sgt., USAF, Retired, representing 
American Legion Post 37, and Tim Smothers, E7 Ser-
geant First Class, U.S. Army, Retired, VFW Post 4939 
Commander, place the Memorial Wreath on the Vet-
erans Memorial Walk. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Huntingdon High School Band performed patriotic music for the event. Photo 
by Joel Washburn/The Banner



(USPS 336080)
Periodical Postage 

Paid at McKenzie, TN
PRINTED BY OFFSET
Published Each Tuesday 

at 3 Banner Row
McKenzie, TN 38201-2230

POSTMASTER:
Send Address Changes to 

McKenzie Banner, 
3 Banner Row, 

McKenzie, TN 38201-2230

PHONE 731.352.3323
FAX 731.352.3322
E-MAIL banner@mckenziebanner.com
MAIL The McKenzie Banner 
 3 Banner Row 
 McKenzie, TN 38201-2230
WEB www.mckenziebanner.com
HOURS Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
 Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 Sat.-Sun. Closed
DEADLINE Monday 10 a.m.

THE

BANNERBANNER
THE

CONTACT US

TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING, INC.

CORPOR ATION E S T. 19 7 8

Ta
ki

n
g 

C
ar

e o
f P

eople, Printing and Promotions. From
 concept to com

p
letio

n
, all u

n
der one roof.

H
om

e 
o

f 
Th

e 
M

cK
en

zi
e 

Banner newspaper.  Locally Owned.  Est. 1870. Covering C
arroll, H

en
ry, &

 W
eakley counties.

W
e 

p
ri

n
t 

o
n

 p
ap

er
, p

la
sti

c, a
crylic

, m
etal, glass, corrugated, canvas, w

ood, leath
er, v

in
yl, co

rk —
 you nam

e it.

N
ew

s 
 | 

 P
ri

n
ti

n
g 

 |  
La

rg
e F

orm
at  |  

Promo Products  |  Branding  |  Marketing  |  C
am

p
aig

n
s  |  W

eb
 ...an

d m
ore.

Carroll County’s Largest Newspaper!

FOLLOW

2026

@McKenzieBanner @mckBANNER
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

United States Constitution 
BILL OF RIGHTS: AMENDMENT I

OU
R 

ST
AF

F BRITTANY WASHBURN MARTIN
Publisher • Graphic Designer • Editor
brittany@mckenziebanner.com
JASON R. MARTIN
Editor • News & Sports • TCP Print Shop
jmartin@mckenziebanner.com

JOEL WASHBURN
Publisher Emeritus • Editor • News & Sports
washburn@mckenziebanner.com
TERESA WASHBURN
Offi  ce Manager • Accounting
teresa@mckenziebanner.com

JANNA PRATT
Graphic Designer • Circulation
design@mckenziebanner.com
BILLY FUZZELL
Distribution • TCP Print Shop
printing@tricopub.com

BRAD SAM
News & Sports
brad@mckenziebanner.com
LYNDSEY SUMMERS
Graphic Designer • News
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

Honorary (Former) Staff   LINDA BOLTON Associate Editor Emerita   RAMONA WASHBURN Publisher, 1985-2015

Scan � WebsiteLOCAL Carroll, Henry & Weakley Counties

PRINT + ONLINE  (6 Months)................ $25
PRINT + ONLINE  (1 Year) ..................... $39

ELSEWHERE Outside the Local Area

PRINT + ONLINE  (6 Months)................ $28
PRINT + ONLINE  (1 Year) ..................... $48

ANYWHERE in the world.

ONLINE ONLY  (1 Year).......................... $25
ONLINE ONLY  (1 Month) ......................... $4

SUPPORT LOCAL 
JOURNALISM

Your support makes the work 
we do possible. Th ank you!

ADVERTISING Call 731.352.3323 • Cell 731.393.3548 • E-mail sales@mckenziebanner.com  |  SUBMIT NEWS E-mail banner@mckenziebanner.com

Page 4 • Tuesday, May 26, 2026 • The McKenzie Banner • McKenzie, Tenn. • mckenziebanner.com OPINION

Letters to the editor bear 
the opinion of the letter 
writer, and not necessarily 
that of the newspaper man-
agement or staff. Letters of 
opinion are not verified for 
accuracy of fact and truly 
stand only as the writer’s 
opinion.

Letters to the editor of 
public interest are solicited. 
Most letters, not libelous or 
harmful, will be published. 

The editorial staff may re-
strict the number of letters 
dealing with the same sub-
ject matter. The signature of 
the writer must be affixed 
to the letter with a verifi-
able address and phone 
number. The address and 
phone number will not be 
published at the request 
of the writer, however the 
name will be published. 
Tri-County Publishing does 
not publish unsigned letters 
of opinion.  

The McKenzie Banner re-

serves the right to refuse any 
item deemed libelous, not of 
public interest, or commer-
cial in nature. The editorial 
staff reserves the right to edit 
the material while preserv-
ing the intent of the letter.  
Upon receipt in the offices 
of Tri-County Publishing, 
Inc., the letter becomes the 
property of the newspaper 
and will be retained in the 
files. Tri-County Publishing 
may solicit contrary opinion 
concerning the content of 
the letter. 

LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR POLICY

THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

The Long View of The Bible

They Traded Their Life, For OursThings In My Head with Charles Manfredi
It was never confusing 

for us. Memorial Day com-
memorated those brave 
American soldiers who gave 
their last full measure for 
our country. It has nothing 
to do with the beginning of 
summer.

I can remember the only 
Memorial Day lesson I ever 
needed. It was in my ear-
ly school years. Somebody 
did a book report on Audie 
Murphy, and the teacher 
reminded us that all of our 
fathers who fought in World 
War II were also war heroes.

Listen, this was in 1956. 
Easily, 90 percent of the 
students in that room had 
fathers who’d been battle 
tested either in Europe or 
the South Pacific. Including 
mine. I raced home with 
my little heart beating fast-
er than a hummingbird’s 
wings at meal time.  

Daddy was just Daddy. 
He played with us. Fussed 
at us when we didn’t do it 
just like he wanted it done. 
Told us great stories at night 
out on the porch. Taught us 
how to twist that ear of corn 
off the stalk. And he would 
never let us get away with 
the “sick stomach” trick on 
Sunday mornings.

He didn’t ever, one time, 
in his whole life, act like a 
hero. That’s why I was wait-
ing out by the road when 
he got home from work that 
day. “Daddy,” my heart was 
still about to leap out of my 
little chest, “teacher says 
that you are a war hero!”

He stopped in mid stride, 
squatted down so he was 
about eyeball to eyeball 
with me, paused for a sec-
ond—and I saw a look come 
over him like he was a mil-
lion miles away—and then 
he delivered the only words 
I ever heard him say about 
that part of his life.

“Son, the real heroes 
didn’t come back.”   

No one has ever ex-

plained Memorial Day bet-
ter than that.

So don’t tell me it is the 
beginning of summer. Or 
it is associated with barbe-
cue grills and going to the 
beach. We used to celebrate 
it on May 30. It seems like 
it kinda got watered down 
when someone changed it 
to the last Monday in the 
month so we could make it 
a “three day weekend.”

Any elementary school 
child can tell you exactly 
when summer starts. And 
it has nothing to do with 
the Gregorian calendar, leap 
year, Civil War cemeteries, 
the summer solstice, or cel-
ebrating holidays. Summer 
begins the second the last 
bell rings marking the end 
of another boring school 
year.

Now, me and Yogi, Bud-
dy and Ricky near ’bout 
cheered like it was on par 
with Christmas, Thanks-
giving, or your tenth birth-
day. We headed for the big 
ditch. We ran through the 
little stream in the middle 
of it. We climbed its steepest 
walls. We threw pine cones, 
dirt clods, and broken off 
tree limbs at each other.

It was just the freedom of 
the moment. And the antic-
ipation of the almost three 
ensuing months where we 
could do “nothin’ but what 
we wanted to do.” You see 
the fallacy of our think-
ing immediately. We were 
not exactly as free as we 
imagined.

We all had chores at 
home. We all had rules at 
home…about where and 
when we could go. And 
where and when we could 
not go. But we didn’t have to 
attend the Blue Bird reading 
class. Or take those awful 
math tests. Or good gra-
cious alive, line up against 
the wall across from the girls 
and participate in those ap-
palling spelling bees!

I reckon freedom is what 
you make of it.

And in our minds, we 
were basking in it in those 
wonderful summer months. 
We would race our bikes 
to town just for the heck of 
it. We’d go down to the ice 
house and beg the nice man 
who worked there for a slice 
of watermelon. We’d hitch a 
ride out to the Tri-County 
Stockyards just to listen to 
the auctioneer sell those 
cows.

As we got older, jobs got 
in the way of our summer 
fun. But we needed, wanted, 
put to good use, the money 
we made. It opened more 
doors for us. And we gravi-
tated to the swimming pool, 
Frank’s Dairy Bar, and the 
clay pits.

And you might not be-
lieve this, but Jane, Pam, 
Emily, and Diane became 
as important in our lives as 
Ricky, Buddy, and Yogi. It 
was like a whole new world 
was opening up for all of 
us. Cars suddenly were im-
portant. Madras shirts be-
came the rage. We wouldn’t 
be caught dead wearing a 
“farmer’s tan.” We began to 
listen to the “Kingston Trio” 
and “Peter, Paul, and Mary.”

I learned a new term, “go-
ing steady.”

Good golly, we wrote the 
book on easy living. And 
those early lazy, hazy days 
of summer were only the 
beginning. I have felt safe, 
free, blessed, and happy 
every single day of my life.

As I’m sure many of you 
have also. We can congrat-
ulate ourselves for living in 
the land of the free, and the 
home of the brave.

Or we can put two and 
two together…and under-
stand the importance of 
“the ones who didn’t come 
back.”     

Respectfully,
Kes

kesley45@aol.com

For over fifty years I have 
been a serious student of 
the Bible and have read all 
of it numerous times. But 
up until a few years ago, I 
had never read it through in 
a chronological manner. My 
studies had always focused 
on the micro rather than 
the macro in that I would 
delve deeply into studying a 
particular book of the Bible, 
or perhaps a specific chap-
ter, even one verse, or even 
focusing on one word. 

But when I read it “cover 
to cover” in a year’s time 
I came away with some 
conclusions (hopefully ac-
curate ones) that I’d never 
had before.

FIRST: God’s workings in 
my life have little to do with 
me, rather, they are about a 
bigger purpose that only He 
can see at the time. All the 
plagues that God brought 
upon Egypt in order to con-
vince Pharaoh to “let my 
people go” were to let all the 
nations around Egypt learn 
of the one true God’s power. 
And indeed, when the chil-
dren of Israel crossed the 
Red Sea on their journey 
toward the Promised Land 
many nations laid down 
their weapons of war be-
cause they knew they were 
powerless in the face of this 
people’s God.

God didn’t save Jonah 
from the belly of that gi-
ant fish for Jonah’s sake 
but so Jonah could travel 
to Nineveh and convict the 
people to repent and turn 
to God. 

Esther did not become 
Queen Esther to benefit 
her but in order that she 
would be in a position to 
save God’s people. 

All the calamities that be-
fell Job were not about him. 
They were about giving the 
world an example of how a 
person should cope when 
trials come. 

And the horrible death 
Jesus endured was not 
about him—it was about 
you and me.

It’s an important lesson 
for me to remember when-

ever good or bad things 
happen to me and I want 
to feel either puffed up or 
pitiful: there’s always a big-
ger reason than I can see, 
and I need to be thankful 
in both circumstances that 
God thought enough of me 
to use me in his Grand Plan.

SECOND: It’s no wonder 
people were startled at the 
teachings of Jesus. The Old 
Testament teachers, kings, 
and prophets of God always 
spoke with a “thus saith the 
Lord,” or “God has spoken 
to me” or “hear now what 
God has to say.” 

Over and over again they 
made sure to credit God as 
being the source of their 
words to the people. Jesus’s 
style, though, was com-
pletely different. His words 
were ‘I say to you.’ 

He spoke with his own 
authority, something the re-
ligious leaders of his day did 
not do. Jesus even openly 
contradicted some of their 
teachings: “You have heard 
it said ... But I say to you,” 
and they despised him for 
it. They felt threatened and 
feared losing their power 
base, which led to the de-
cision to kill Jesus.

THIRD:  The children 
of Israel missed the point. 
They believed God chose 
them because they were 
special, because they were 
better  than the pe ople 
around them. The truth, 
however, is the only thing 
that made them special 
was that God chose them, 
a choice made as a mani-
festation of his grace.

God needed a vehicle 
to show the world how he 
deals with mankind and all 
its frailties. The children of 
Israel were the perfect ve-
hicle. It’s by studying their 
history in the Bible that we 
gain such a full understand-
ing of all the facets of God’s 
nature.

There’ve been times in 
my life that I thought God 
chose Americans over oth-
er nationalities because of 
who we are, because we 
are more special in his eyes 

than anyone else. I now 
see this is a very arrogant 
attitude. Has God blessed 
America? Absolutely! But 
God has blessed every na-
tion that’s ever existed. 

The only thing that makes 
a person special is when 
they acknowledge God as 
the creator of the universe 
and make a decision to live 
their life in devotion and 
obedience to him.

FOURTH: The outward 
display of devotion to God 
has never been the most 
important thing to Him. I’ve 
often heard it explained that 
under the Old Law the em-
phasis was on the outward 
acts of worship—burning 
incense, making animal 
sacrifices, washing hands, 
etc., and that the New Law 
(Testament) focuses on the 
heart. I no longer believe 
that to be the case.

What God has consistent-
ly asked for, since the begin-
ning, is a changed heart in 
the lives of those who are 
devoted to him. Jesus made 
this abundantly clear when 
he talked about people who 
looked and acted in a pious 
manner but in their hearts 
were full of corruption and 
were very far from God.

There’ve been too many 
times in my life when I 
practiced a “check-the-box” 
religion, making sure I did 
the things that people ex-
pected a faithful Christian 
to do: dress a certain way, 
talk a certain way, go to 
church a certain number 
of times, etc., but my heart 
wasn’t what it should have 
been.

Don’t  get  me wrong. 
Th o s e  d e v o t e d  t o  G o d 
should act and look differ-
ently from those who are 
not devoted. God does, and 
has always, demanded obe-
dience. But it’s really easy to 
look and act right and be 
dead to God on the inside.

* Taken from The Wit and 
Wisdom of David Johnson, 
Volume III: A Harrowing 
Halloween Tale

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (May 20) 
— Nestled atop a small hill 
on a road branching off of 
Gordon Browning Highway 
is a small church and cem-
etery with stories spanning 
over a century old. Named 
for a long rock sitting on 
the six-acre property, Long 
Rock United Methodist 
Church is one of only six 
Carroll County locations 
listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places.

Longtime member Kem-
mie Warren, 92, spoke of 
the church’s lore with the 
Huntingdon Historical Soci-
ety on Wednesday, May 20.

Warren began her pre-
sentation with a poem 
called “Long Rock: Beneath 
Tall Cedars,” written by Lin-
da Vestal in 2010.

Long Rock United Meth-
odist Church as Warren 
knows it was built in 1886. 
Warren’s grandparents were 
charter members of the 
church, and Warren herself 
became a member of the 
church in 1951 in a bap-
tism that involved Crooked 
Creek and red food dye.

Before Long Rock Unit-
ed Methodist Church was 
constructed, there sat a log 
building that served as both 
a church and Long Rock’s 
only school. 

“Students gathered at the 
sturdy long rock to eat and 
socialize,” the poem read. 
“Eight[h] graders claimed 
the highest  point  and 
the rest lined up by size.”
“On a beautiful day, during 
lunchtime, the rock would 

be covered with the chil-
dren and their lunch buck-
ets,” Warren said.

In 1886, Silas Cory drew 
a building plan for the 
church’s new structure. 
Hezekiah Wilcox was hired 
as the carpenter but died 
before construction was 
completed.

“When Hezekiah died the 
community vied to see the 
job complete,” the poem 
read. “Bricks were made 
and baked in a kiln and ar-
ranged three layers deep.”

Warren said the bricks 
were hand-picked to be uni-
form in color. The pieces 
used on the front layer had 
to have good faces. Com-
munity members also laid 
brick for the new school-
house, which was built the 
following year.

“The carpenters must 
have been pretty good,” 
Warren said,  “because 
the buildings are all still 
standing.”

Long Rock United Meth-
odist Church still has a pen-
cil-written document de-
tailing every nail, measure-
ment, paint color and other 
items used in the building’s 

construction.
Over time, Warren said, 

people have made changes 
to the building. Notably, the 
original, handmade pulpit 
has seen changes. 

When a shorter preach-
er began serving at Long 
Rock, he couldn’t see over 
the original pulpit. Warren 
said the preacher eventu-
ally sawed off the top of the 
pulpit, which became an is-
sue when the next preacher 
was six-feet tall. The taller 
preacher then added a base 
to the new pulpit, making 
it taller for his use. Warren 
said the pulpit has since 
been untouched.

Warren also spoke of the 
Presson family, who began 
the Carroll County Singing 
Convention at Long Rock. 
At the time, Warren said, 
Carroll County didn’t have 
a civic center, and the court-
house reportedly “didn’t 
have good acoustics.”

Revivals, she said, were 
also very popular at Long 
Rock, with people planning 
their vacations around the 
event. “That week,” Warren 
said, “you didn’t do any-
thing but go to church.”

“As we think about all the 
deceased and the sacrifices 
made,” the poem conclud-
ed, “Our hearts are filled 
with gratitude and memo-
ries that will not fade.”

“This is the history of 
Long Rock Church,” War-
ren said. “We are still going 
strong. Our attendance is 
not what it needs to be, but 
we’re hanging on.”

Read the full poem on-
line: www.mckenziebanner.
com

Kemmie Warren address-
es the Huntingdon Histor-
ical Society. Photo by Lynd-
sey Summers/The Banner

Warren Tells the History of Long Rock UMC
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‘PICKING BY THE POND’ 
ON MAY 30

Carl  Byars and Steve 
Bomar are hosting “Pick-
ing by the Pond” musical 
entertainment Saturday, 
May 30 from 5-8 p.m. at 
McKenzie City Park. Several 
local entertainers will be 
performing and some sur-
prise guests. There will be 
a line dance break around 
6:30 p.m. Food available. 
No cover, tips welcome. Kid 
friendly.

REVIVAL AT EPHESUS 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 

CHURCH
Revival at Ephesus Mis-

sionary Baptist Church, 
2895 Ephesus Church Rd., 
Hollow Rock, is May 31 at 6 
p.m. and June 1-5 at 7 p.m. 
All are welcome.

SECOND ANNUAL 
McKENZIE ROTARY 

BOSTON BUTT SALE
Make sure to purchase 

your tickets to the annual 
McKenzie Rotary Boston 
Butt Sale. It is fully cooked 
and ready to eat - just in 
time for Father’s Day! Pick 
up day is June 20. For tick-
ets, see a member of Rota-
ry or use this link: https://
givebutter.com/boston-
butt-sale-pprdop. Please 
remember there will be a 
processing fee applied us-
ing the link. Or, purchase 
from any Rotary member 
for $50.

SHERIFF TOWN HALL 
COMING JUNE 30

The McKenzie Banner 
and The Carroll County 
Observer are partnering to 
organize a Carroll Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Town Hall and 
C o m m u n i t y  Fo r u m  o n 
Tuesday, June 30, 2026, at 
6 p.m. at the Carroll County 
Civic Center in Huntingdon, 
Tenn. (201 Mustang Drive, 
Huntingdon, TN 38344) to 
meet the three candidates 
vying for the Sheriff ’s posi-
tion: Eric Sawyers, Michael 
A. Smith and Ryan White.

The moderator will be 
retired Circuit Court Judge 
Donald Parish. News media 
will be broadcasting the 
event. Early voting is July 
17-August 1. Election day 
is August 6, 2026.

YOUNG KINGS TALENT 
AND LEADERSHIP CAMP

Soaring for Greatness 
Youth Foundation pres-
ents its inaugural Young 
Kings Talent and Leader-
ship Camp, a life-chang-
ing experience for middle 
and high school boys to 
discover their talent, build 
leadership skills, and create 
a legacy that lasts on Satur-
day, May 30, 2026, from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at McKenzie 
Middle School, 80 Wood-
row Avenue in McKenzie. 
To register or learn more, 
please contact  Cynthia 
731-415-2104.

ALA UNIT 47 FAMILY 
DANCE NIGHT

The American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 47 hosts a 
Family Dance Night every 
Thursday night from 7-9 
p.m. at the Carroll Coun-
ty Civic Center, 201 Fair-
grounds Rd, Huntingdon. 
A different band is fea-

tured each week. All are 
welcome – singles and/
or partners. Admission is 
$8.  Limited snacks and 
refreshments available for 
purchase. For the band 
schedule, check out our 
Facebook page: American 
Legion Auxiliary, Hunting-
don, TN Unit 47.

MHS CLASS OF
1976 REUNION

McKenzie High School 
Class of 1976 is holding a 
50-year class reunion on 
September 26, 1 p.m. at 
Chandler Farms in McK-
enzie. The event is in con-
junction with the MHS 
Alumni Association annual 
reunion. For more infor-
mation, e-mail Amy Rich 
Carter at amyrcarter58@
gmail.com or Marsha Spain 
Smith at smithmarsha99@
yahoo.com.

SINGING AT ABUNDANT 
LIFE FAMILY WORSHIP 

CENTER
Ivan Parker will sing Sun-

day, May 31 at 6 p.m. at 
Abundant Life Family Wor-
ship Center, 4375 Highway 
70, Cedar Grove. Love offer-
ing will be taken.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB 
AT HOMETOWN HEALTH 

CLINIC
Everyone is invited to 

The Breakfast Club every 
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m. 
for coffee, snacks, mingling 
and a light activity. Take 
the chance to connect and 
socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light 
exercise and fun! Bring a 
friend and come make new 
ones at Hometown Health 
Clinic - Pediatrics/Specialty 
Entrance. We can’t wait to 
see you there!

McKENZIE TOPS MEETS 
WEEKLY

Win over weight with 
support and encourage-
ment by meeting with the 
McKenzie Chapter of TOPS 
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
each Monday at 3 p.m. in 
the McKenzie Church of 
Christ gymnasium. The first 
meeting is free. For more 
information, call 731-352-
7309. If no answer, leave a 
message.

CARROLL COMMISSION 
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month, 7 p.m., 
in the Conference Room 
of the Carroll County Of-

fice Complex, High Street, 
Huntingdon. No meetings 
in February and July.

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location — 
Adult Education Building, 
14155 Paris Street. Office 
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Classes are offered 
for one-on-one instruction 
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON. 
Fo r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
phone 731-364-5481.

Obituaries CALENDAR
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1200 S. Miles Ave.
Union City, TN 
731-885-1033

8725 Hwy. 436
McKenzie, TN 38201

731-352-5769

Hwy. 45 at Front St.
Milan, TN 38358

731-686-1750

Monument Co.
Quality Craftsmanship at Comparable Prices
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When you’re ready, we’re here.
No letters, no agents.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45

Greenfield, TN 38230

Traditional & Custom Headstones
 Etchings • Benches • Pet Markers 
Cremation Memorials • And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Our funeral plans have the protection by the 
State of Tennessee through Tennessee 

Pre-Paid Funeral Benefi ts Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222

Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811
A5091/TF
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BRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME

All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE
731-642-7171

A4
36

5/2
1-1

PASSENGER (R)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

THE SHEEP DETECTIVES (PG)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

MICHAEL (PG-13)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

MORTAL KOMBAT 2 (R)

Tues.  7:35
Wed.  7:35
Thurs.  7:35

THE DEVIL WEARS
PRADA 2 (PG-13)

Tues.  7:35
Wed.  7:35
Thurs.  7:35

THE MANDALORIAN
AND GROGU (PG-13)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

GERALD ‘JERRY’ 
SPAIN

1947 — 2026
McKENZIE — A me-

morial service for Gerald 
“Jerry” L. Spain, 79, will be 
held at a later date. 

Mr. Spain was born on 
April 12, 1947, in Milan, 
Tenn. He married Martha 
Presson Spain on May 29, 
1970. He retired from Dura 
Automotive after work-
ing in Quality Control for 
over 30 years. Growing up 
in Milan, he was an avid 
baseball player and, as an 
adult, a slow-pitch soft-
ball player and coach. He 
helped coach Little League 
and Babe Ruth in McK-
enzie. He was a member 
of First Baptist Church of 
McKenzie.

Survivors include his 
wife, Martha Presson Spain 
of McKenzie; a son, Jeremy 
(Erin) Spain of Lavinia; six 
grandchildren, Melanie 
(Matthew) Wilson of Hum-
boldt, Allison Herren of 
Humboldt, Amanda Smith 
of McLemoresville, Mary 
Smith of McLemoresville, 
Tyler King of Humboldt, 
and Elissa King of Lavinia; 
two great-grandchildren, 
Harper Wilson of Hum-
boldt, and Chloe Rimmer 
of Dyersburg; and one 
nie ce,  Tanya Spain of 
Bradford.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Bennie and 
Hilma Spain; brother, Da-
vid Spain; and a nephew, 
Dusty Spain.

Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home. +

THERESA M. 
UPCHURCH

1979 — 2026
McKENZIE — Funer-

al services for Theresa 
M. Taylor Upchurch are 
Thursday, May 28, 2026, at 
1 p.m. at Brummitt-McK-
enzie Funeral Home. The 
family will receive friends 

on Thursday, from 11 a.m. 
until service time. Inter-
ment will follow at Mt Oliv-
et Cemetery.

Mrs. Upchurch, 46, died 
on May 11, 2026, at Jack-
son Madison Co. General 
Hospital. She was born on 
August 6, 1979. She was 
the daughter of Billy and 
Linda Woods Taylor.

She is survived by her 
husband, her three chil-
dren, two sisters, 4 step-chil-
dren, her father, and two 
grandchildren, Creed Diggs 
and Braxton Harrison, and 
7 step-grandchildren.

She is preceded in death 
by her mother, a sister, and 
a granddaughter. 

For the complete obitu-
ary, visit mckenziebanner.
com.

ZACHARY ADAM 
JONES

1992 — 2026
SMYRNA, Tenn., former-

ly of Gleason — The family 
of Zachary Adam Jones 
will have private services 
at Brummitt-McKenzie 
Funeral Home, and inter-
ment is at Tumbling Creek 
Cemetery.

Mr. Jones, 34, died at Tri-
Star StoneCrest Medical 
Center on May 20, 2026. He 
is a member of Tumbling 
Creek Baptist  Church, 
a graduate of McKenzie 
High School Class of 2010, 
and a CT Technician at St. 
Thomas Rutherford. Born 
on February 27, 1992, in 
McKenzie, to Jerry L. Jones 
and Teresa Scott Jones.

He is survived by his 
partner,  Kirk Harris of 
Smyrna; a son, Maxwell 
Jo n e s  o f  Ca m d e n ;  h i s 
parents, Jerry and Teresa 
Jones of Gleason; a broth-
er, Craig (Ashley) Jones of 
Gleason; maternal grand-
parents, Odean and Ruby 
Scott of Henry; and two 
nephews, Braxton Jones 
and Hunter Jones.

He is preceded in death 
by his paternal grandpar-
ents, Paul and Barbara 
Jones.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily has asked you to consider 
donating to Autism Aware-
ness: https://share.google/
XCGbeqM3URWc17YF1. 

KRISTI PRINCE
1974 — 2026

PARIS — The family of 
Kristi J. Prince received 
friends on Friday, May 22, 
2026, at Brummitt-McKen-
zie Funeral Home as part 

of the memorial service. 
Cremation followed.

Mrs. Prince, 51, died 
at  Tri-Star  Centennial 
Medical Center on May 
19, 2026. She was born 
on September 14, 1974, 
in Chicago, Ill., to James 
Nutting and Dorothy Ring-
er Nutting.

She is survived by her 
husband, Donnie Prince; 
three daughters, two broth-
ers, her father, and seven 
grandchildren.

For the complete obitu-
ary, visit mckenziebanner.
com.

VIRGINIA LEE 
DILLON

1941 — 2026
HOLLOW ROCK — Mrs. 

Virginia Lee Dillon, 84, of 
Hollow Rock died Tuesday, 
May 19, at her home.

Funeral services were 
Saturday, May 23, in the 
Chapel of Bruceton Fu-
neral Home. Burial was in 
New Prospect Cemetery.

Virginia was born on 
September 10, 1941, in 
Jackson, to the late David 
L. Murchison and Hester 
F. (Roberts) Ratliff. Other 
than her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Charles Lynn 
Dillon, and a sister.

She is  sur vived by a 
d a u g h t e r,  t w o  g r a n d -
d a u g h t e r s ,  a n d  t h r e e 
great-grandchildren.

For the complete obitu-
ary, visit mckenziebanner.
com.

JOY LOU HODGE
1949 — 2026

HUNTINGDON —  Mrs. 
Joy Lou Hodge,  76,  of 
Huntingdon, died Mon-
day, May 18, 2026 at Life 
Care Center.

Funeral services were 
on Thursday,  May 21, 
2026, in the Chapel of Dil-
day-Carter Funeral Home. 
Interment was in Farmville 
Cemetery.

Joy was born September 
1, 1949, to the late Max 
Todd Hodge and Kenny 
Marie Maness. In addi-
tion to her parents, she is 
preceded in death by two 
brothers and one sister.

She is survived by one 
daughter, three sons, two 
sisters, two brothers, nine 
grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

For the complete obitu-
ary, visit mckenziebanner.
com.

1070 N Main St.
McKENZIE

3 Family

Boys’/Girls’ clothes (all 
sizes), men’s clothes 
(Lg/XLg), women’s 

clothes (Lg-4X), lots of 
crafting items, wreaths, 
knick knacks, lady’s bike, 
2 shower doors, shoes, a 
few antiques, jewelry, 2 
outside chairs, pictures. 
Everything priced to sell.

Yard Sale

Rain or Shine

Saturday, May 30
7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

R2
75

83
/21

-1
R2

75
83

/21
-1

HUGE

HAM SUPPER QUICK
1 (4.6 oz.) box boil in bag 

broccoli and cheese rice
2 cups cooked cubed 

ham
1 (10 oz.) can cream of 

chicken soup
1 (10 oz.) package frozen 

peas, thawed
1 cup shredded cheddar 

cheese
Preheat oven to 325 de-

grees. Prepare rice accord-
ing to package directions, 
but omit butter. In large 
bowl, combine cooked rice, 
ham, soup and peas. Stir 
well. Spoon into sprayed 
3 quart baking dish, cover 
and bake for 20 minutes. 
Remove from oven, sprinkle 
cheese over top of casse-
role and return to oven for 
5 minutes. Serves 6-8.

BROCCOLI SALAD
5 cups broccoli florets, 

stemmed
1 sweet red bell pepper, 

julienned
1 cup chopped celery
8-12 oz. Monterey Jack 

cheese, cubed
Combine all ingredients 

and mix well. Toss with 
Italian or favorite dressing. 
Refrigerate. Serves 6-8.

HAM AND RICE 
WITH PEAS

1 (7 oz.) box brown rice 
and wild rice mushroom 
recipe

3-4 cups chopped or 
cubed, cooked ham

1 (4 oz.) can sliced mush-
rooms, drained

1 (10 oz.) package frozen 

green peas
2 cups chopped celery
In 4 to 5 quart slow cook-

er, combine rice, seasoning 
packet, ham, mushrooms, 
peas, celery plus 2 2/3 cup 
water. Stir to mix well. Cover 
and cook in slow cooker on 
low for 2 to 4 hours. Serves 
4-6.

OVEN FRIES
5  m e d i u m  b a k i n g 

potatoes
1/3 cup olive oil
Paprika
Preheat oven to 375 de-

grees. Scrub potatoes, cut 
each in 6 lengthwise wedg-
es and place in shallow 
baking dish. Combine oil, 
3/4 teaspoon salt and 1/4 
teaspoon pepper in bowl 
and brush potatoes with 
mixture. Sprinkle potatoes 
lightly with paprika. Bake 
for about 50 minutes or un-
til potatoes are tender and 
light brown and baste twice 
with remaining oil mixture 
while baking. Serves 6-8.
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LINDEN, Tenn. — A re-
tired police officer who 
spent over a month in jail 
after Tennessee authorities 
misinterpreted a political 
Facebook meme has se-
cured a major legal victory.

Larry Bushart, 61, will 
receive an $835,000 payout 
to resolve a federal civil 
rights lawsuit filed against 
Tennessee’s Perry County, 
Sheriff Nick Weems, and 
Investigator Jason Morrow. 
The settlement comes after 
felony charges against the 
veteran law enforcement 
officer were dropped late 
last year amid intense na-
tional scrutiny over free 
speech violations.

The legal battle stemmed 
from a September 2025 so-
cial media post. Following 
a local community contro-
versy regarding a political 
event, Bushart shared a 
widely circulated meme to 
criticize public reactions.

Th e  i m a g e  f e a t u re d 
President Donald Trump 

alongside his quote, “We 
have to get over it.” Text on 
the meme specified that 
the remarks were made 
following the January 2024 
mass shooting at Perry 
High School in Perry, Iowa. 
Bushart added the cap-
tion: “This seems relevant 
today...”

The post was made af-
ter Charlie Kirk’s death. 
Local authorities claimed 
the online post triggered 
immediate panic among 
residents, who confused 
the reference to the Iowa 
school with their own local 
institution, Perry County 
High School in Linden, 
Tennessee. When Bushart 
refused demands from law 
enforcement to delete the 
post, he was arrested.

The federal lawsuit, filed 
on Bushart’s behalf by the 
Foundation for Individu-
al Rights and Expression 
(FIRE), alleged that In-
vestigator Jason Morrow 
intentionally left out vital 

context from the arrest 
warrant. 

Despite Sheriff Weems 
later acknowledging to 
reporters that he knew 
Bushart was not making 
an actual threat against the 
local Tennessee school, 
Bushart’s bail was set at an 
unprecedented $2 million.

Unable to afford the bail 
for release, the retired offi-
cer spent 37 days behind 
bars in maximum security. 
During his incarceration, 
Bushart lost his post-re-
tirement job, missed his 
wedding anniversary, and 
was absent for the birth of 
his granddaughter.

Bushart said following 
the settlement. “I know my 
rights, and I was arrested 
for nothing more than re-
fusing to be bullied into 
censorship.”

Th e felony charges were 
dropped in October when 
District Attorney General 
Hans Schwendimann de-
clined to prosecute the case.

Perry County Man Awarded $835,000 
After Improper Arrest, Jailing

CARROLL COUNTY (May 
19) — Voters have an im-
portant decision to make on 
August 6, 2026 about who 
will lead the Carroll County 
Sheriff ’s Office, and Carroll 
County news media entities 
are working together to help 
voters make an informed 
decision.

The McKenzie Banner 
and The Carroll County 
Observer are partnering to 
organize a Carroll County 
Sheriff ’s Town Hall Com-
munity Forum event, as an 
opportunity for voters to 
meet the Carroll County 
candidates and hear their 
ideas for the position.

The event will be held on 
Tuesday, June 30, 2026, at 6 
p.m. at the Carroll County 
Civic Center in Huntingdon, 
Tenn. (201 Mustang Drive, 
Huntingdon, TN 38344).

After the May 5 Republi-
can Primary, the candidates 
vying for the position of Car-
roll County Sheriff are Eric 
Sawyers, Michael A. Smith 
and Ryan White. All three 
candidates plan to attend. 

Each Sheriff candidate 
will be given time to make 
an opening statement and 
asked a series of questions 
related to the position and 
their vision. 

Personal questions or at-
tacks of any candidate will 
not be tolerated. 

The moderator will be 
retired Circuit Court Judge 
Donald Parish. 

The rules, refreshments 
and other exact details of 
the event are still being final-
ized. The candidates have 
been updated via email and 
text message of what to ex-
pect and the intent of the 
event. 

We are here to learn 
about the candidates and 
their vision for the Sheriff ’s 
office. This is an important 
position that affects Carroll 
Countians.

We ask that everyone 
please be respectful.

This is a free event and the 
public is invited to attend.

For those who cannot 
attend in person, at least 
two media outlets in atten-
dance will be broadcasting 
the event on the web. 

Additionally, a new de-
velopment in the works is 
that we, the Carroll County 
media, intend to invite other 
Carroll County candidates to 
make a short address to the 
public stating their name, 
position they are campaign-

ing for and a few brief points 
about their vision.  

County-level positions on 
the August ballot are Circuit 
Court Clerk, County Mayor, 
Assessor of Property, Coun-
ty Clerk, Trustee, Register of 
Deeds, Sheriff, Road Super-
visor, and County Commis-
sion Districts 1-9. 

Candidates are not re-
quired to speak, but we will 
be extending that invitation. 

Updates will be provid-
ed as soon as we confirm 
each detail.  Stay tuned as 
we move forward with this 
crucial process!

The early voting period 
for the August election is 
July 17 - August 1. Election 
day is August 6, 2026.

Carroll County Sheriff Town Hall, 
Community Forum Coming June 30

COURTESY BETHEL 
SPORTS INFORMATION

McKENZIE (May 25) — 
On Memorial Day, Bethel 
University and the Wildcat 
Athletic Department took 
time to remember and 
thank all those who have 
served and paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice. We are grate-
ful for their protection of our 
freedoms and way of life.

This is an everyday theme 
for those who visit Wildcat 
Stadium.

David “Dustin” Finch was 
killed serving our country 
in Iraq in December 2010. 
Dustin was a student at 
Bethel from 2005-2009 and 
a major contributor to the 
football program for four 
years.

The Wildcat Football pro-
gram and Bethel University 
continues to honor Dustin 
with a tribute in the Ker-
mit Holland Wildcat VIP 
Suite at Wildcat Stadium. 
A shadowbox with photos 
and the following message 
from the coaching staff and 
players reads: “Dustin Finch 
is a true Wildcat. He will 
live forever in our minds 
and hearts. We are proud 
to have him as a member 
of our family.”

Also included is the fol-
lowing Bible verse: 1 John 
3:16 “This is how we know 
what love is: Jesus Christ 
laid down his life for us. And 
we ought to lay down our 
lives for our brothers and 
sisters.”

“Dustin was built to be 

in the Army,” former Bethel 
Head Coach Chris Elliott 
said. “He was really happy 
with the decision he made. 
Dustin was the kind of guy 
who would do anything 
we asked him to do and 
do it with a smile on his 
face. We are extremely sad 
to have lost Dustin but are 
very proud to have him as 
part of our program. He has 
been and always will be a 
Wildcat.”

Elliott recruited Dustin 
Finch from Humboldt High 
School to play at Bethel, 
where he played several po-
sitions, including linebacker.

The jersey #41 will never 
be worn again by a Wildcat 
in honor and memory of 
Dustin Finch, our Wildcat 
Hero.

A VFW certificate and flag 
hang on the VIP suite at the 
stadium next to the Dustin 
Finch shadow box.

David “Dustin” Finch. Photo courtesy Bethel University

Bethel Continues to Honor Fallen Hero 
Who Paid the Ultimate Sacrifice

McKenzie Memorial Li-
brary, 15 Broadway, pres-
ents a full slate of summer 
events, all free and open to 
the public.

More information on each 
program will be posted to 
the library’s Facebook page: 
h tt p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k .
com/McKenzieMemorial/.

Tuesday, May 26 – 1 p.m. 
– Fossil Fest

T h u r s d a y ,  M a y  2 8  – 
1 0  a . m .  –  D i g g i n g  f o r 
Information

Saturday, May 30 – all 
day – Chalk Walk

Monday, June 1 – 10 a.m. 
– Tales at Ten

Friday, June 5 – all day 
– Adopt-a-Dino

Saturday, June 6 – 1 p.m. 
– Stone Age

Monday, June 8 – 10 a.m. 
– Tales at Ten

Tuesday, June 9 – 2 p.m. 
– Blooming Poems

Thursday, June 11 – all 
day – Dapper Dinos

Saturday, June 13 – all day 
– Minecraft Archaeology

Monday, June 15 – 10 
a.m. – Tales at Ten

Friday, June 19 – 10 a.m. 
– Triassic Tie-Dye

Saturday, June 20 – 1 p.m. 
– What in Tarnation?!

Monday, June 22 – 10 
a.m. – Tales at Ten

Tuesday,  June 23 – 1 
p. m .  –  Un e a r t h i n g  t h e 
Magic (McKenzie Farmers’ 
Market)

Thursday, June 25 – 2 
p.m. – Prehistoric Pals

Saturday, June 27 – 10 
a.m. – Storybook Stroll (Dis-
covery Park)

Monday, June 29 – 10 
a.m. – Tales at Ten

Thursday, July 2 – all day 
– Civics & Citizenship

Monday, July 6 – 10 a.m. 
– Tales at Ten

Tuesday, July 7 – 3 p.m. 
Aquatic Adventures

Thursday, July 9 – 1 p.m. – 
Write Like an Egyptian

Saturday, July 11 – 1 p.m. 
– Cretaceous Charms

Monday, July 13 – 10 a.m. 
– Tales at Ten

Friday, July 17 – 3 p.m. – 
The Land Before Time (Park 
Theatre, must preregister)

Saturday, July 18 – 1 p.m. 
– Gold Rush

Monday, July 20 – 10 a.m. 
– Tales at Ten

Tuesday, July 21 – 1 p.m. 
– Carbon Footprint

Thursday, July 23 – 2 p.m. 
– Jurassic Spelling Bee

Saturday, July 25 – 11 a.m. 
– T-Rex Tea Party

Monday, July 27 – 10 a.m. 
– Tales at Ten

Friday, July 31 – 1 p.m. 
– Dinolympics

McKenzie Memorial Library Summer Events

JACKSON — LIFELINE 
Blood Services and Joe 
Mahan Ford have part-
nered again to save lives! 
Donate blood with LIFE-
LINE Blood Services from 
Memorial Day until Labor 
Day for a chance to win a 
2024 Ford Maverick XLT. 
Donors must be 18 years 
old to participate.  

“Summer is one of the 
most crucial  t imes for 
blood donations. Between 
vacations, family activities, 
and busy schedules, donat-
ing blood can easily slip off 
the calendar. Unfortunate-
ly, the need for blood nev-
er takes a summer break, 
and local patients contin-
ue to reply on lifesaving 
donations every day. We 
urge the community to 
make blood donation part 
of their summer plans and 
help us maintain a strong 
blood supply for hospi-
tals across our region. As a 
special thank you, donors 
18 and older will also have 
the chance to win a 2024 
Ford Maverick XLT!” said 
Melinda Reid, Marketing 
Manager with LIFELINE 
Blood Services. 

Joe Mahan Ford in Paris 
knows it is making a dif-
ference and encourages 
everyone who is feeling 

well to donate. 
“We know that blood 

donation made through 
Lifeline has the power to 
save lives right here in 
our community,” said Jeff 
Mahan with Joe Mahan 
Ford. “When someone do-
nates blood, they could be 
helping a friend, neighbor, 
loved one, or even some-
one they may never meet. 
We are honored to partner 
with Lifeline in support 
of their lifesaving mission 
and excited to offer this 
2024 Ford Maverick XLT as 
a way to encourage donors 
to make a difference this 
summer.”

Donors can participate 
at a Lifeline blood drive 
(l i fel inebloodser v.org/
drive-calendar) or donate 
at one of Lifeline’s dona-
tion centers:

Jackson: 183 Sterling 
Farms Drive / Open Mon-
day through Saturday, 9 
a.m.-6 p.m.

Dyersburg: 1130 HWY 
51 Bypass / Open Sun-
day-Tuesday, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. and Wednesday and 
Saturday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
C l o s e d  T h u r s d ay  a n d 
Friday. 

Paris: 211 Tyson Ave / 
Open Sunday-Tuesday, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. and Wednes-

day and Saturday 8 a.m-4 
p.m. Closed Thursday and 
Friday.

Walk-ins are always wel-
come. To learn more or 
schedule a platelet dona-
tion appointment, call Life-
line 731-427-4431, ext. 118. 

About Lifeline
Blood Services

Lifeline Blood Services 
is one of the nation’s old-
est blood centers. Estab-
lished in Jackson, Ten-
nessee in 1947, Lifeline 
provides blood products 
to Tennessee, Mississippi, 
and Arkansas. Servicing 
hospitals, rehabilitation 
centers, children’s hos-
pitals, cancer centers, air 
ambulance services and 
ground ambulance ser-
vices. Annually, the Cen-
ter collects approximately 
26,000 blood products (red 
cell units, platelets, plas-
ma, etc.) to meet the needs 
of patients. Of that total, 
75% of those products are 
usually collected on the 
bloodmobiles across West 
Tennessee. Lifeline also 
provides reference lab and 
cross-matching services to 
healthcare facilities. For 
more information, visit 
lifelinebloodserv.org.

LIFELINE Blood Services Announces 
Its Eighth Annual Car Giveaway

TENNESSEE — The Ten-
nessee Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development 
(TDLWD) released the state’s 
latest economic analysis on 
May 21, 2026, revealing a sta-
ble yet shifting labor market 
for April 2026. According to 
the report, produced by the 
Workforce Insights, Research 
and Reporting Engine Divi-
sion (WIRED), Tennessee’s 
seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate remained un-
changed at 3.6% for the third 
consecutive month. 

While the rate held steady 
from March to April, the data 
provides a nuanced look at 
the state's growth when com-
pared to the same period 
last year. 

The Year-to-Year 
Snapshot

April 2025 vs. April 2026 
— The most striking take-
away from the WIRED report 
is the year-over-year resil-
ience of Tennessee's non-
farm employment, despite 
a slight uptick in the jobless 
rate from the previous year.

Unemployment Rate:
April 2025, 3.5 %; April 2026, 
3.6 percent.

Total Nonfarm Jobs: April 
2025, 3,380,800; April 2026, 
3,381,700 — a total of 900 
additional jobs.

Total Labor Force Partic-

ipation: April 2025, 60.6 %; 
April 2026, 59.7 percent.

In April 2025, Tennessee 
enjoyed a near-historic low 
unemployment rate of 3.5%. 
One year later, the rate has 
edged up slightly to 3.6%. 
Despite this marginal in-
crease, Tennessee continues 
to significantly outperform 
the national average, which 
climbed to 4.3% in April 
2026. 

Sector Winners and 
Losers

The net gain of 900 jobs 
over the past year was driv-
en by strong performances 
in service-oriented sectors, 
which offset significant losses 
in trade and manufacturing.

Top Growth Sectors : 
Health Care & Social Assis-
tance — Added 9,500 jobs 
over the year. 

State Government: In-
creased by 8,500 positions.

Administrative & Sup-
port Services: Gained 6,400 
jobs.

Sectors Facing Challeng-
es: Trade, Transportation, 
and Utilities — Saw the larg-
est decline, losing 5,700 jobs 
(driven primarily by a 4,200 
job loss in retail trade). 

Ma n u f a c t u r i n g :  D e -
creased by 4,800 jobs, with 
the bulk of losses hitting 
the non-durable goods 

sub-sector.
Federal Government :

Trimmed 4,400 positions 
from Tennessee payrolls 
since last April.

Monthly Performance 
and Economic Outlook
On a month-to-month ba-

sis, Tennessee added 1,200 
jobs between March and 
April 2026. The construc-
tion industry led the monthly 
charge, adding 1,900 jobs as 
spring projects began across 
the state. Durable goods 
manufacturing followed 
closely with 1,100 new hires. 

However, the report also 
highlighted a cooling labor 
force. The total number of 
people in Tennessee’s la-
bor force has decreased by 
approximately 17,800 since 
April 2025, contributing to a 
drop in the labor force par-
ticipation rate from 60.6% 
to 59.7%. 

"While the unemployment 
rate remains low and stable, 
the shift in sector employ-
ment shows an economy 
in transition," the TDLWD 
noted in its analysis. "We 
are seeing a move toward 
service-heavy industries 
while traditional retail and 
manufacturing sectors face 
headwinds."

Tennessee Produces 900 Jobs 
During Year-to-Year Comparison
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COURTESY OF MHSAA 
McKENZIE (May 8) — 

The McKenzie High School 
Alumni Association (MH-
SAA) announces its 2026 
MHSAA scholarship recip-
ients. All scholarships are 
in the amount of $1,000 
each. This is the third year 
for MHSAA scholarships 
to be awarded, presented 
by MHSAA President Betsy 
Hall Campbell (MHS Class 
of 1973) and Treasurer Lau-
ren Hickman (2007) during 
the McKenzie High School 
Awards Day Program on 
May 8. 

The winners were select-
ed by the MHSAA Scholar-
ship Committee, based on 
scholastic achievement and 
community involvement. 
Applicants were required to 
have a minimum GPA of 3.0 
and ACT of 21, and to plan to 
continue their education at 
either a college or vocational 
school. The 2026 graduates 
receiving alumni scholar-

ships this year are Brody 
Berryhill, Dylan Bomar and 
Tobey Brooks.

Also awarded by the MH-
SAA was the Marilynn Hol-
land Putman (‘59) Memorial 
Scholarship. This scholar-
ship was established by the 
family of Mrs. Putman, who 
was Salutatorian of the MHS 
Class of 1959 and died this 
past November. The MHSAA 
Committee thanks the Put-
man family for their generos-
ity. The scholarship recipient 
this year is the Class of 2026 
Salutatorian, Gracie Aird. 

The MHSAA Committee 
thanks members of the McK-
enzie High Class of 1979 for 
their support in fully fund-
ing one of the $1000 schol-
arships in memory of their 
class sponsor and teacher 
Karen Webb Camp (‘60), 
who died in October of last 
year. 

The MHSAA Commit-
tee congratulates those re-
ceiving the scholarships as 

well as the entire McKenzie 
High School Class of 2026 
on all of their remarkable 
achievements! 

Anyone who wishes to 
make financial contribu-
tions to the MHSAA may 
mail checks payable to the 
MHSAA to 114 W. Bell Ave-
nue, McKenzie, Tenn. 38201. 

Plans are underway for the 
third-annual MHSAA De-
cades Reunion weekend on 
September 25-26, 2026. All 
MHS alumni are invited to 
return to McKenzie to recon-
nect with friends, classmates 
and their former teachers 
through many reunions and 
other planned events. Up-
dates on the weekend activ-
ities and class reunions will 
be provided via the MHSAA 
Facebook page as well as 
The McKenzie Banner. You 
may also email the MH-
SAA at mckenziehsalum-
ni.tn@gmail.com with any 
questions or class reunion 
updates.

Pictured (L to R): MHSAA President Betsy Campbell (MHS Class of 1973), Brody 
Berryhill, Gracie Aird, Dylan Bomar, Tobey Brooks and MHSAA Treasurer Lauren 
Hickman (MHS Class of 2007). The MHSAA scholarships were presented during 
Awards Day at MHS on May 8, 2026. Photo by Carol Ridley Nanney, Class of 1989

McKenzie High Alumni 
Scholarships Presented

The Tennessee Comptrol-
ler’s Office of Research and 
Education Accountability 
(OREA) has released a new 
evaluation of the Tennessee 
Reconnect Grant, providing 
an updated look at how the 
state’s tuition-free program 
for adult learners is being 
used and how participants 
are performing.

Created by the Gener-
al Assembly in 2017, Ten-
nessee Reconnect helps 
eligible adults, primarily at 
public community colleges, 
earn an associate degree 
or certificate by covering 
tuition and mandatory fees 
after other scholarships and 
grants are applied. State law 
requires OREA to evalu-
ate the program every four 
years. This is the office’s sec-
ond evaluation.

The report finds that 
participation in Tennessee 
Reconnect has decreased 
since the program’s launch 
in 2018, falling from more 
than 26,000 students in the 
first year to about 13,000 
students by the 2022-23 ac-
ademic year.

OREA also found that 

many adult students had 
not taken advantage of the 
program but could have 
based on their age or finan-
cial aid status. More than 
90 percent of these poten-
tially eligible students did 
not complete a Reconnect 
application, and about half 
did not file the Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), which is required 
to receive the grant.

Despite declining partic-
ipation, Tennessee Recon-
nect supported thousands 
of students. Between 2018 
and 2023, the program pro-
vided nearly $132 million in 
funding to more than 34,000 
students.

Roughly 40 percent of 
students who received the 
Reconnect grant, between 
2018 and 2023, earned a 
credential by the summer 
of 2024. Students who re-
ceived the Reconnect grant 
showed stronger outcomes 
than similar students who 
did not receive the grant. 
The report finds that Recon-
nect-funded students were 
more likely to remain en-
rolled and earn a credential.

The evaluation high-
lights several challenges 
faced by adult learners. 
Many Reconnect students 
balance school with work 
and family responsibilities, 
and some report confusion 
about what costs the grant 
covers. More than half of 
Reconnect students report 
working full time and hav-
ing dependents.

The report also exam-
ines the role of Reconnect 
Navigators, who help adult 
students apply for college 
and stay on track. While 
Navigators can improve stu-
dent outcomes, OREA finds 
that awareness and use of 
these services vary across 
the state.

OREA outlines several 
policy considerations, in-
cluding improving coordi-
nation among state agen-
cies and colleges, increasing 
outreach to eligible students 
and expanding the use of 
Navigator services.

The full report is available 
on the Comptroller’s web-
site at tncot.cc/orea.

Comptroller Finds Declining Reconnect 
Enrollment, Positive Participant Outcomes

TREZEVANT — Sixth-
grade students at  West 
Carroll Elementary School 
traded their textbooks for 
boarding passes, stepping 
into the lives of real Titan-
ic passengers as part of an 
ambitious culminating re-
search project in Ms. Bridget 
Neisler’s English Language 
Arts class.

The project challenges stu-
dents to select and research 
an actual passenger from the 
ill-fated 1912 voyage, from 
first-class elites to third-
class immigrants chasing 
the American dream, and 
present their findings to the 
class.

“By becoming passengers 
on the Titanic, students are 
not just learning about his-
tory. They are stepping into 
it,” said Ms. Bridget.

The assignment draws on 
a full year’s worth of literacy 
skills, requiring students to 
take notes, evaluate sources, 
summarize information, and 
organize their research into a 
coherent narrative. Teachers 
provided a structured rubric 
and a vetted collection of 
research resources to guide 

the work.
The project culminates in 

a series of student-led pre-
sentations that are expected 
to fill the classroom with first-
hand accounts of courage, 
survival, and tragedy, as told 
through the eyes of those 
who were there.

E d u c a t o r s  s a y  t h e 
cross-disciplinary nature of 
the project is a key part of 
its value, weaving together 
reading, writing, research, 

and public speaking stan-
dards into a single, unified 
assignment.

Beyond academic skills, 
teachers note the project has 
stirred something deeper in 
students, a sense of curiosity 
and empathy for the real hu-
man lives behind one of his-
tory’s most iconic disasters.

West Carroll Elementary 
School serves students in 
Trezevant, Tenn.

Maddie Martin

West Carroll Elementary Students ‘Board’ 
The Titanic in Immersive Research Project

This is a story about Ar-
tum Dzun, a Bethel Univer-
sity graduate.

McKENZIE (May 4) — I 
arrived at Bethel Universi-
ty as a dedicated Russian 
student, set to be part of 
the Bethel Swimming team. 
Then, in May 2024, my 
world flipped: the univer-
sity eliminated the swim-
ming program. My athletic 
scholarship vanished, and 
after having passed all the 
acceptance hurdles, I was 
left scrambling to figure out 
how to afford tuition. What 
was next? I’d spent 13 years 
swimming, and now, it was 
over. This sudden chaos was 
profoundly sobering, forcing 
me to map out the next few 
years of my life overnight. 
Should I transfer? Should I 
return to Russia? Did I even 
want to swim anymore? 
After wrestling with these 
questions, I decided to stay 
at Bethel—a decision that 
turned out to be one of the 
best of my life.

I discovered Bethel Uni-
versity’s Global Studies in 
August 2024. Since the uni-
versity kindly honored my 
existing scholarship for at 
least a year, I wanted to use 
it for a semester abroad. I 
love traveling, and Global 
Studies, directed by Mrs. 
Stacie Freeman, seemed like 
the perfect opportunity to 
explore the world. My jour-
ney began when I reached 
out to her. When I quickly 
realized the travel abroad 
was financially impossible 
because my scholarship was 
non-transferable, Mrs. Stacie 
casually mentioned various 
volunteer travel programs to 
places I had only dreamed 
of: South America, North-
ern Europe, and East Asia. 
For an average Russian, 
countries like Brazil and 
Colombia felt worlds away, 
starkly different from the 
perceived “coldness” and se-
riousness of Russian culture. 
After weighing all the pros 
and cons, I committed to an 
educational volunteer trip 
to Cali, Colombia, in May 
2025, where I would teach 
English for a week at a local 
school, Colegio Americano. 
With Mrs. Stacie’s help in 
securing scholarships, I was 
ready to go.

After the Spring 2025 
semester ended, I packed 
my bags and headed to the 
Nashville airport, uncer-
tain of what awaited me. I 
was the only international 
student in a group of 15, 
knowing only our trip lead-
er and advisor, Mr. Garrett 
Burns, who serves as chap-
lain at Bethel. The thought 
of “working” with children 
made me nervous—you 
always hear about the po-
tential cruelty of kids—but 
I was so wrong. My first im-
pression of Colombia was 
the stunning view of the 
mountains on the drive from 
Cali airport to the hotel. I 
was glued to the window, 

absorbing the indescribable 
panorama. Passing through 
small Colombian towns, the 
vivid architecture, local peo-
ple, lush green grass, and 
palm trees made it feel like 
stepping into an adventure 
movie set in a tropical forest.

The program was volun-
tary, and the irony wasn’t 
lost on me: a Russian stu-
dent, who had only learned 
English himself two years 
ago, was now an English 
teacher! However, this ac-
tually proved to be an ad-
vantage. We arrived at the 
school, Colegio America-
no, on Monday morning. 
Following a warm welcome 
event, I was assigned to the 
10th grade. I didn’t know 
what to expect from students 
who were just a couple of 
years younger than me, but 
my teacher advisor, Rober-
to, quickly put me at ease. 
He was supportive, gave me 
a prep talk, and shared in-
sights on the cultural differ-
ences between Colombia, 
Russia, and the U.S.

When classes began, the 
students were extremely in-
terested in me, the Russian 
guy teaching English, study-
ing in the US. As I started my 
presentation, my nervous-
ness dissolved. The children 
were incredibly attentive, 
asking a million questions 
about Russian culture, cities, 
and even naming Russian 
athletes and celebrities they 
knew. I spoke Russian to 
them, and I was genuinely 
shocked by how much they 
knew about my far-away 
home. The rest of the week 
flowed smoothly: teaching 
in the morning, sightsee-
ing in Cali in the afternoon. 
Though I was exhausted 
from waking up at 6 a.m. 
every day, I enjoyed every 
moment endlessly.

Throughout the week, we 
held conversations in En-
glish on topics such as men-
tal health, biology, and ge-
ography. I conducted small 
tests on vocabulary and 
speaking level. During one 
of my lessons, a boy asked 
me, “Can you please speak 
slower?” That small, simple 
question was a moment of 
profound realization: I was 
in their exact place when I 
was learning the language. 
Living in the USA, I had 

completely forgotten the 
struggle of not understand-
ing. I was comfortable now, 
but those students were in 
the middle of their journey. 
Remembering what it was 
like deeply affected how I 
taught and allowed me to 
help them from a more em-
pathetic perspective.

Outside of the classroom, 
our group did extensive 
sightseeing. We visited Cris-
to Rey, a massive statue of 
Jesus (where I learned it’s 
not unique to Rio), explored 
historical museums, went 
hiking, and learned to dance 
Salsa Celeña with Swing 
Latino, earning Cali its title 
as La Capital Mundial de 
la Salsa. I have to pinpoint 
the food: both in the school 
cafeteria and in general, it 
was surprisingly similar to 
what I ate in school back 
in Russia—various soups 
unpopular in the States, 
and even candy and drinks 
I used to buy in 6th grade. 
Who would have thought 
Colombia and Russia shared 
so many similarities?

Over time, our whole 
group became true friends, 
sharing our cultural shocks, 
laughter, and personal 
growth. We all became more 
patient and attentive. This 
experience truly broadened 
my horizons, changed my 
outlook, and made me value 
what I have. Only through 
travel do you realize how 
vast the world is, and how 
much there is to see, eat, 
and experience.

Ultimately, the decision 
to stay at Bethel after my 
swimming career was cut 
led me straight to Cali. While 
it didn’t replace swimming, 
had I transferred, I wouldn’t 
have been able to graduate 
in three years or go on the 
trip to Ireland and Scotland 
in March 2026. Instead, by 
staying, I formed enduring 
friendships and gained a 
new perspective on life. Ev-
ery downfall truly is an op-
portunity for a new takeoff. 
You never know what awaits 
you—and that, I believe, is 
the true beauty of life.

Artum has contributed 
stories to The Banner in re-
cent weeks. Those stories 
were about international 
students — his contempo-
raries at the University.

Artum Dzun in Cali, Colombia, on a study abroad trip 
with Bethel University’s Global Studies.

How Losing a Scholarship Led a Russian 
Swimmer to Teach English in Colombia

JACKSON — The Tennes-
see Department of Transpor-
tation (TDOT) announced 
the launch of its Rural Ser-
vice Patrol (RSP) in Region 4 
in West Tennessee, marking 
the next phase of a statewide 
expansion to bring HELP 
incident response to rural 
interstate corridors. This 
launch provides dedicated 
roadside assistance, quick 
clearance support, and en-
hanced safety coverage in 
heavily traveled rural areas 
of Tennessee.

TDOT’s HELP trucks patrol 
the state’s four largest urban 
areas: Nashville, Knoxville, 
Chattanooga, and Memphis. 
With this expansion, the Ru-
ral Service Patrol has already 
begun in Regions 4 and 2 and 
will be fully deployed state-
wide by Summer 2026, ulti-
mately covering more than 
870 miles of rural interstate.

Region 4 Overview:
• 17 dedicated RSP staff 

supporting rural  HELP 
operations

• 11 fully equipped RSP 
trucks positioned strategical-
ly across the region

• 595 weekly patrol hours, 
ensuring consistent coverage

• 5 defined RSP routes 
along Region 4 Interstates

• Real-time support via 
TDOT’s Transportation Man-
agement Center for rapid dis-
patching and coordination

The Rural Service Patrol 
provides no-cost roadside 
assistance and incident re-
sponse services, including:

• Active patrols from 6:00 
a.m.–10:30 p.m. daily 

• On-call overnight sup-
port for major incidents, lane 
closures, and traffic control 
(10:30 p.m. – 6:00 a.m. local 
time) 

• Fuel, water, and minor 
mechanical assistance for 
stranded motorists

• First aid, debris removal, 
and queue protection to re-
duce secondary crashes 

• Maintenance reporting, 
including guardrail damage 
or roadway hazards

• Coordination with THP, 

local agencies, and TDOT 
personnel

RSP is funded through 
the General Assembly’s his-
toric investment in TDOT’s 
transportation budget, which 
included new recurring Gen-
eral Fund dollars dedicated 
to roadway safety. Approx-
imately $16.7 million sup-
ports the Rural Service Patrol 
statewide. 

Following a competitive 
procurement process, TDOT 
selected AutoBase, Inc., a 
national leader with over 25 
years of incident response 
experience, 600+ operators, 
and a fleet of 400 patrol ve-
hicles across 10 states, to 
operate the service. 

Since 1999, TDOT’s HELP 
Program has reduced con-
gestion, improved safety, 
and assisted thousands of 
motorists in Tennessee’s ur-
ban areas. The Rural Service 
Patrol expands this mission 
to the state’s rural corridors, 
where response time is crit-
ical to preventing secondary 
crashes and saving lives. 

TDOT Launches HELP Trucks in West Tennessee
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Notice is hereby given of a public hearing to be held by the 
Trezevant Board of Mayor and Aldermen on Tuesday, the 9th 
day of June, 2026 at 6 p.m. at the Trezevant Community 
Center. 

The hearing is to receive public input for a zoning map 
amendment which would rezone properties (Tax Map 77C, 
Group B, Parcels 7.00, 8.00, & 8.01) owned respectively 
by Christy Honaker, Stacey Hames, and Kelly Weaver and 
the Town of Trezevant from R-1 (Low-Density Residential) 
to B-1 (Highway-Business). The properties to be rezoned 
are located on Broad Street. Full copies of the proposed 
amendments may be viewed at Trezevant Town Hall during 
normal business hours. All interested persons are invited to 
attend and comment.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TREZEVANT BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN

A394/20-2

Pursuant to Tennessee Code Annotated Section 13-7-203, 
notice is hereby given of a public hearing to be held by the 
McKenzie Mayor and Board of Aldermen on Thursday, the 11th 
day of June, 2026 at 6 p.m. at McKenzie City Hall. 

The hearing is to receive public input on an amendment to 
the Offi cial Zoning Map of McKenzie, Tennessee which 
would rezone properties located at 15671, 15687, and 
15697 Highland Drive (owned by the Perkins Corporation) 
from partially B-2 (Highway Business) and R-3 (High Density 
Residential) to entirely B-2 (Highway Business). Full copies of 
the proposed amendment may be viewed in McKenzie City 
Hall during normal business hours. All interested persons are 
invited to attend and comment.

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

A1/21-2

COURTESY BETHEL SID
McKENZIE (May 25) — 

Kalynn Howard enters her 
first season as Assistant 
Coach for the Bethel Uni-
versity Women’s basket-
ball program in 2026-27. 
Howard spent the previous 
five years as both a player 
and graduate assistant for 
the Lady Wildcats. Head 
Coach Chris Nelson broke 
the exciting news Monday 
afternoon.

Howard brings experi-
ence in player develop-
ment, scouting, film break-
downs and practice plan-
ning. During her time as 
a graduate assistant, she 
assisted with opponent 
analysis, recruiting support, 
skill development and dai-
ly team operations while 
helping continue Bethel’s 
winning culture.

A s  a  p l ay e r,  Ho wa rd 
appeared in 112 career 
games and helped lead the 
Lady Wildcats to a historic 
NAIA Fab Four appearance 
during the 2024-25 season. 
A multi-year team captain 

and leadership award recip-
ient, she was named Bethel 
Female Athlete of the Year 
for the 2024-25 academic 
year and was recognized for 
her leadership, basketball 
IQ and ability to connect 
with teammates.

Howard graduated as 
Salutatorian from Coving-
ton High School, where 
her basketball jersey was 
later retired in recogni-
tion of her accomplish-
ments and impact on the 

program. She continued 
her academic and athletic 
career at Bethel, earning 
her Bachelor of Science in 
Sports Management with a 
minor in Coaching in 2024 
and completing her MBA 
in 2026, graduating magna 
cum laude.

“We are incredibly proud 
and thankful to still have 
Kalynn with our program,” 
said Coach Nelson. “Over 
the last five years, she has 
been instrumental to the 
success and culture of our 
program through her lead-
ership, basketball IQ and 
the respect she has earned 
from everyone around her. 
Sometimes the transition 
from player to coach can 
be difficult, but Kal made 
it look easy. She has a tre-
mendous feel for the game, 
connects naturally with our 
players and understands 
exactly what it takes to com-
pete and succeed at Beth-
el. We’re excited to see the 
impact she will continue 
to make in this new role as 
assistant coach.”

B ethel  Women’s Bas-
ketball Assistant Coach 
Kaylynn Howard. Photo 
courtesy Slone Media

Former Bethel Standout Named Assistant Coach

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (May 16) — 
McKenzie Middle School 
hosted its Summer Carnival 
market Saturday, May 16, in 
the MMS gymnasium.

Visitors could shop from 
the following vendors: The 

Secret Chapter, Goose & 
Grace, MMS Girls Soccer, 
Ms. Tee Designs, Kaylee-
Bug Kreations, That’s What 
She Shed, McKenzie High 
School Bookstore, Buff City 
Soap, MMS/MHS Volleyball, 
Dempsey 3D Designs, Poe 
Bros Home, Little Blessings 

Sweet Treats, Lisa’s Cre-
ations, Cheryl Battles and 
Deborah Fuzzell Tupper-
ware, The Soap Factory, Fat 
Daddy’s Water Ice, Siamese 
Mahjong Racks and After 
the Bell Boutique. The Sweet 
Jordan’s food truck was also 
set up outside the building.

McKenzie Middle Hosts Summer Carnival
The McKenzie Middle School girls soccer team sold temporary tattoos and car wash 
vouchers at the Summer Carnival. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

MARTIN (May 2) — Andra 
Herrin of McKenzie gradu-
ated magna cum laude from 
the University of Tennessee 
at Martin Saturday with a 
bachelor’s degree in interdis-
ciplinary studies. Overall, 735 
students received degrees at 
spring commencement. The 
graduates came from 67 dif-
ferent counties in Tennessee, 
as well as from 33 other states 
and six other nations. Pictured 
(L to R) are Herrin holding 
her daughter, Scout, and her 
husband, Hunter, holding their 
son, Archer. 

Herrin Graduates UT Martin

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (May 15) — 
McKenzie Middle School 
hosted its annual talent 
show Friday, May 15, with 
fifteen acts participating. 

Four acts took prizes home 
that afternoon, with the 
first-place prize going to 
six students’ performance 
of Nirvana’s “Come As You 
Are.” — complete with vo-
cals, drums, bass, acoustic 

guitar and electric guitars.
The winning performers 

were Brenton Hickerson, Ri-
ley Crafton, Braedon Jones, 
Savannah Arvizu, Zach Full-
er and Gabe Green.

The second place act was 
Calista and Ava Diller. They 
performed “You Say” by 
Lauren Daigle using Amer-
ican Sign Language.

Te’Veya Milton earned 
third place with a singing 
performance of “Dancing 
in the Sky.”

The crowd-favorite per-
formance was Aubrey Wil-
kes singing “Unwritten” by 
Natasha Bedingfield. 

Additional acts included 
Brooklyn Ruprich’s perfor-
mance of “Medley of Songs 
and Fur Elise” on keys; 
Summer Borum Floyd’s 
singing performance of 
“Lovely” by Billie Eilish; 
Bryson Davis’ karate pre-
sentation to “Kung Fu Fight-
ing;” Addie Brown and Calli 
Davidson’s duet to “Light 
of the World;” Zach Reed-
er’s performance of “When 
the Saints Go Marching In” 
on the trumpet; Christiana 
Smith, Harper Irwin and 
Kinsley Parham’s singing 
performance to “You Belong 
to Me” by The Lennon Sis-
ters; Jaxon Hochreiter and 
Kane Phillip’s performance 
of The Wiggle Dance; Con-
ner Oakes’ singing perfor-
mance of “God Bless the 
USA;” Bailey Lovell, Ryan 
McCann, Fisher Allen, Jack-
son Barden and Leighem 
Broyles’ performance of 
“ Broken Window Sere-
nade;” and Charles Scott’s 
yo-yo trick act.

Nirvana Cover Wins Middle School Talent Show

Brenton Hickerson, Riley Crafton, Braedon Jones, Savannah Arvizu, Zach Fuller and 
Gabe Green won the 2026 McKenzie Middle School Talent Show with a performance 
of Nirvana’s “Come as You Are.” Their performance consisted of vocals, drums, 
bass, acoustic guitar and electric guitars. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

McKENZIE (May 19) — 
When an emergency strikes 
in rural West Tennessee, the 
difference between life and 
death is often measured in 
minutes. For four decades, 
those minutes have been 
reduced by the rotor blades 
of Hospital Wing.

In a presentation to the 
McKenzie Rotary Club, 
Andy Rice, an administra-
tor with Hospital Wing, a 
veteran flight nurse and 
paramedic with the air and 
ground medical transport 
organization, detailed how 
a service forged in the cruci-
ble of 20th-century warfare 
has become an indispens-
able economic and lifesav-
ing pillar of Carroll County.

The concept of air med-
ical transport was born 
out of necessity during the 
Korean and Vietnam wars. 
Military “Dust Off” missions 
proved that rapidly evacuat-
ing wounded soldiers from 
the front lines to field hos-
pitals drastically increased 
survival rates.

“By the mid-to-late 1970s, 
those battlefield lessons be-
gan shifting to civilian use,” 
Rice explained, noting early 
local experiments involving 
Memphis Police Depart-
ment helicopters and Meth-
odist Hospital nurses.

By 1986, a consortium 
of Memphis healthcare 
giants—Baptist Hospital, 
Methodist Hospital, and the 
Regional Medical Center 
(The Med)—joined forces 
to officially found Hospital 
Wing. Celebrating its 40th 
anniversary this year, the or-
ganization has grown from 
just two aircraft in Memphis 
to a massive regional net-
work spanning West Ten-
nessee, North Mississippi, 
and Eastern Arkansas.

A crucial milestone in 
that expansion occurred in 
2024, when Hospital Wing 
opened a daybase at the 
Baptist Hospital-Carroll 
County and later opened an 
expanded base at McKenzie 
Airport in Carroll County, 
following a successful col-
laboration with local city 
and county mayors, the 
Chamber of Commerce, 
and the airport board. To 
further streamline local op-
erations, a dedicated hangar 
is slated for construction in 
the third quarter of 2026.

An Emergency Room at 
1,500 Feet

Hospital Wing operates 
a fleet of advanced Airbus 
H130 helicopters, each 
valued at approximately 
$4 million. Unlike older, 
cramped airframes where 
medical staff could barely 
move, these modern aircraft 
feature wide cabins that al-
low the medical crew—con-
sisting of a flight nurse and a 

flight medic—to leave their 
seats and fully access the 
patient in flight.

The capabilities of these 
flying intensive care units 
are staggering:

Field Transfusions: Re-
serve blood is carried on 
every flight, along with IV 
fluids and other life-sav-
ing medical supplies. Rice 
recalled a recent harrow-
ing case where the crew 
successfully resuscitated 
a patient with substantial 
blood loss right in the base 
parking lot.

Advanced Diagnostics: 
Crews utilize portable ultra-
sound machines to assess 
internal injuries mid-air.

Night Vision Opera-
tions: The entire crew uses 
night-vision goggles to navi-
gate dark rural terrain, while 
pilots rely heavily on ad-
vanced autopilot systems 
to ensure maximum safety.

The aircraft divide their 
t i m e  b e t w e e n  “s c e n e 
flights”—responding direct-
ly to car crashes, falls, and 
trauma emergencies—and 
hospital-to-hospital trans-
fers, whisking patients from 
rural facilities to specialized 
tertiary centers.

Time is the ultimate com-
modity. From the Carroll 
County base, flight times are 
remarkably brief:

Jackson - 15 minutes; 
Nashville - 35 minutes; and 
Memphis - 40 minutes. 
For specialized pediatric 
emergencies, Hospital Wing 
partners with Le Bonheur 
Children’s Hospital in Mem-
phis, putting Le Bonheur’s 
dedicated pediatric nurse 
and respiratory therapist 
teams into the sky.

“Weather is our daily hur-
dle,” Rice noted, emphasiz-
ing that the FAA enforces 
strict weather minimums. If 
thunderstorms pose an ex-
cessive risk, crews will pivot 
and accompany patients by 
ground ambulance. And if 
the worst happens? “Our 
pilots train every six months 
in auto-rotation, meaning 
they can land the helicopter 
safely in about 30 seconds 
even if the engine fails.”

Behind the local crew is 
massive corporate back-
ing. In 2021, Hospital Wing 
was acquired by Med-Trans 
Corporation, a subsidiary of 
Global Medical Response 
(GMR). In a major financial 
move, GMR went public 
on the New York Stock Ex-
change earlier this month 
under the ticker GMRS.

Despite its international 
corporate structure, Hos-
pital Wing remains deeply 
intertwined with the local 
economy and community 
fabric.

In 2025 alone, the orga-
nization spent $36,500 on 
fuel at the county’s airport 
in McKenzie, alongside a 
$3,500 monthly lease that 
goes directly back into 
county infrastructure.

The cost of air medical 
transport, which averages 
around $40,000 per flight 
— Rice highlighted the pro-
tections offered by the 2022 
No Surprises Act, which 
shields patients from exor-
bitant out-of-network bills. 
Additionally, GMR offers 
an AirMedCare Network 
membership for $99 a year 
per family ($79 for seniors) 
that covers out-of-pocket 
costs across all GMR brands 
nationwide.

Ultimately, Rice stresses 
that Hospital Wing wants to 
be viewed as a neighbor, not 
just an emergency service. 
Residents can frequent-
ly spot the crew teaching 
FAA-sponsored emergency 
classes at the airport, par-
ticipating in career days at 
the Carroll County Tech-
nology Center, flying into 
local Christmas parades, 
or buying toys for the Sher-
iff Department’s “Toys for 
Tots” drive and the McKen-
zie First Responders’ “Shop 
with a First Responder.”

As  the  organizat ion 
looks toward the construc-
tion of its new McKenzie 
hangar later this year, its 
forty-year mission remains 
unchanged: keeping the 
lifeline open between rural 
Tennessee and the life-sav-
ing care they deserve.

McKenzie Rotary President Ricky Price, Rotary 
Member Kim Webb, and Andy Rice, with Hospital 
Wing. Photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner

Hospital Wing Transformed Rural Emergency 
Transportation, Expands to Carroll County

Tennessee State Parks 
officials today announced 
new accessible paddling 
launches, one at Pickwick 
Landing State Park and 
two at Fall Creek Falls State 
Park, as part of National 
Safe Boating Week, which 
runs through May 16.

The new accessible pad-
dling launches bring the 
number of Tennessee State 
Parks with the launches 
to 10.

Other Tennessee State 
Parks  with Accessible 
Launches: Booker T. Wash-
ington State Park; David 
Crockett State Park; Indian 
Mountain State Park; Mee-
man-Shelby Forest State 
Park ; Montgomery Bell 

State Park; Reelfoot Lake 
State Park; even Islands 
State Birding Park; and 
Warriors’ Path State Park

Accessible  paddling 
launches help make pad-
dling more accessible for 
people with disabilities, 
including those in wheel-
chairs  or  with l imited 
mobility. Each launch is 
fitted with features that 
make entering and exiting 
a kayak, canoe, or stand-
up paddleboard easier.

“We want every Tennes-
sean or visitor to our state 
to know our state parks 
will help them enjoy every-
thing they deserve in out-
door recreation,” said Ryan 
Jolley, coordinator for ac-

cessibility for Tennessee 
State Parks. “Whether it is 
following a trail, reaching 
an overlook, or simply en-
tering a canoe, our parks 
are for everyone.”

Tennessee State Parks 
strives to identify and 
eliminate barriers that 
limit access to enjoying 
recreation. Accessible fea-
tures at the parks include 
all-terrain wheelchairs, 
wheelchair-friendly trails 
and overlooks, adult-sized 
changing tables, and col-
orblind viewfinders. Learn 
more about accessible fea-
tures in Tennessee State 
Parks at tnstateparks.com/
accessibility.

TN State Parks Reveal New Paddling Launches
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VIRGINIA DARLENE LEDDY - DECEASED: 
THE ESTATE OF:  CIVIL ACTION NO: 2024-PA-12

By the authority granted by an “Order” fi led in the above styled Estate and entered of record in Probate 
Minute Book: 51, Page: 371, I will on SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2026, at 10 A.M., offer for sale to the highest 
and best bidder the real and personal property as set out in said “Order”.
LOCATION: Both real and personal property will be sold on the premises of the real property 
located at 3775 Field School Road, McKenzie, Tennessee. An auction sale sign will be placed 
in the yard prior to the sale. The personal property will be sold beginning at 10 a.m. The Real 
Property will be sold promptly at 11 a.m. 
REAL PROPERTY: WILL SELL AT 11 A.M. A legal description of the property may be had by calling 
the Offi ce of the Clerk & Master during normal Offi ce Hours at (731) 986-1920. 
TERMS OF SALE: 10% DOWN THE DAY OF SALE WITH THE BALANCE DUE WITHIN 30 DAYS 
UPON DELIVERY OF THE DEED. A LETTER FROM A LENDING INSTITUTION FOR THE BAL-
ANCE OF THE BID WILL BE REQUIRED. THIS PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO THE 
2026 PROPERTY TAXES.

This property is located in the 09th Civil District of Carroll County, Tennessee, and described in 
Deed Book: 375, Page: 306, and Deed Book: 367, Page: 430, in the Register’s Offi ce of Carroll 
County, Tennessee, and further described as Map No: 029, Group: #E, Parcel: 005.00, in the 
Offi ce of the Property Assessor of Carroll County, Tennessee. This property consists of approx-
imately 1.27 acres, located at 3775 Field School Road, McKenzie, Tennessee. There is located 
on this property a modular home, of approximately 1,120 S.F. of heated area, Central Heat 
and Air Unit, a 1,380 S.F. Detached Garage (unfi nished), Living Room, Kitchen/Dining Room, 
Laundry Room, 3 Bedrooms and 2 Baths. This property is close to the airport, Carroll Lake Golf 
Course, the City of McKenzie and still enjoy country living. Don’t Miss This Sale!!!

PERSONAL PROPERTY: The personal property will be sold beginning at 10 a.m.
TERMS OF SALE: Cash or approved check for the full bid amount. You will take immediate 
possession and you will be responsible for removing all items of personal property. The fol-
lowing is a partial listing of the items to be sold:
LOTS AND LOTS OF SCRAP IRON - DON’T MISS THIS SALE!!!
Whirlpool Refrigerator, Sectional Couch w/Recliners, Floor Lamp, Drop Leaf Table, Music CDs, Kitch-
en Table and Chairs, Panasonic Microwave, Horse Drawn Farm Equipment, Single Trees, Old Hand 
Tools, Frigidaire Electric Cook Stove, Odd Tables, Recliner, Secretary, Twin Bedroom Suite, Dishes, 
Pots & Pans, Lots & Lots of Books, 4’X8’ two wheel trailer, Cross Cut Saw Blades, Old Barber Chair, 
Scrap Iron - I Beams - Angle Iron - Aluminum Siding - Tin Roofi ng 
FOLKS, THIS SALE HAS A LITTLE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!! LOTS OF OTHER ITEMS 
NOT LISTED!!! DON’T MISS OUT ON THIS SALE!! 
FOOD AND DRINKS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE AUCTION.
Mr. Steven L. West, Attorney for the Estate
West & West Attorneys, 19765 East Main Street, P.O. BOX 687, Huntingdon, TN 38344
Kenneth Todd, Clerk & Master and Special Commissioner

A403/19-3

NOTICE OF AUCTION SALE
REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY 

H U N T I N G D O N  ( May 
20) — The following cas-
es were heard in Carroll 
County General Sessions 
Court on May 20.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a s e 
r e s u l t e d  i n  p r e - t r i a l 
diversion:

E v e l y n n  R a i n e s,  H e -
bron Church Road, Bru-
ceton, pre-trial diversion, 
Aggravated 911 Calls in 
Non-Emergency Situations 
Prohibited, review date 
November 18 at 9 a.m., 
no fine, six months, su-
per vise d probation for 
balance,  mental  health 
e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  h e a l t h 
counseling.

The following cases re-
sulted in a guilty plea or 
finding:

Jamie Lyn Baker, Hill-
v iew Apartment  Drive, 
McKenzie, guilty, Proba-
tion Violation – Booked, 
no fine, 11/29, accepted 
for recovery court day-for-
day credit upon comple-
tion of treatment.

Jack B. Bruce, Goldbri-
er Lane, Memphis, guilty, 
Driving While License Re-
voked Due to Conviction 
of DUI, no fine, 90 days, 
supervised probation for 
until conditions met, must 
take steps to get a valid 
license.

Dora Lee Ewald, Paris 
Street, Huntingdon, guilty 
– lesser charge,  Simple 
Po s s e s s i o n / Ca s u a l  E x-
change, $750 fine, 11/29, 
supervised probation for 
balance, cognitive behav-
ioral course, alcohol drug 
evaluation and re com-
mendations; dismissed, 
Possession of  Unlawful 
Drug Paraphernalia Uses 
and Activities; dismissed, 
Schedule VI Drugs: MFG, 
Del ,  Sel l ,  Possess ;  dis-

missed, Simple Posses-
sion/Casual Exchange.

Ma rcu s  Mo o re,  Ma g -
ers Drive, Hollow Rock, 
guilty, Probation Violation 
– Booked, no fine, 90 days, 
supervised probation for 
90 days, probation extend-
ed for 90 days, will provide 
valid drivers license and 
pay all costs.

Marcus A. Moore, High-
way 114,  Hollow Rock, 
guilty, Drivers License to 
be Carried and Exhibited, 
$25 fine, 30 days, unsu-
pervised probation for 30; 
dismissed, Financial Re-
sponsibility Law.

Shaneeka R. Pleasant, 
Chancery Street, McMinn-
ville, guilty, Driving While 
License Suspended,  no 
fine, six months, super-
vised probation until con-
ditions complete,  must 
obtain a valid Tennessee 
drivers license.

Terry Ethan Swafford, 
Atwood Highway, Milan, 
guilty, Financial Respon-
sibility Law, no fine, 30 
days, payment arrange-
m e n t s  t h r o u g h  c l e r k ’s 
off ice;  guilty,  Financial 
Responsibi l i ty  Law,  no 
f ine,  30 days,  payment 
a r ra n g e m e n t s  t h r o u g h 
clerk’s office; dismissed, 
Unlawful Use of Telecom-
munication Device While 
Driving; dismissed, Child 
Restraint Children Ages 
4-8; dismissed, Child Re-
straint Children Ages 4-8; 
dismissed, Driving While 
License Suspended.

Tarus D. Taylor, Cherry-
wood Apartments, McK-
enzie,  guilty,  Probation 
Violation – Booked,  no 
fine, supervised probation 
for six months or until all 
conditions met, cost taxed 
to defendant.

Rodney Wright Jr., Red-
den Street, Huntingdon, 
guilty, Public Indecency 
– 1st – 2nd Offense, $500 
fine, no contact with Dol-
lar  Tree -  Huntingdon, 
must attend and comply 
w i t h  m e d i c a t i o n  m a n -
agement counseling and 
other recommendations 
of Carey Counseling, this 
is a fine-only offense per 
statute, payment arrange-
m e n t s  t h r o u g h  c l e r k ’s 
office.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a s e s 
were dismissed:

Christopher Lee Man-
cel l ,  Northwood Drive, 
Huntingdon, dismissed, 
D r i v i n g  W h i l e  L i c e n s e 
Suspended.

Christopher Lee Man-
cel l ,  Northwood Drive, 
Huntingdon, dismissed, 
Driving While License Re-
voked; dismissed, Regis-
tration Law.

D i a n a  S e a r a t t ,  We s t 
Street, Gleason, dismissed, 
Theft of Merchandise – Up 
to $1,000, litigation taxes 
only, restitution already 
paid.

Donald Sullivan, High-
way 77, Hollow Rock, dis-
missed, Sexual Offender 
Registration Form Viola-
tion – Attempt, based on 
full revocation in circuit 
court.

Donald Terry Sullivan, 
State Route 77,  Hollow 
Rock, dismissed, Violation 
of Order of Protection/Re-
straining Order, based on 
full revocation in circuit 
court.

The following case was 
r e s c h e d u l e d :  L e s e n d a 
M. Gregory, Stacy Hart, 
D way n e  Pa t r i c k  Jo n e s, 
Maurice Lawrence, Tatya-
na Dashay McClerkin

Carroll County General Sessions Court Report

Simple Possession of 
Schedule VI — On May 
13, Deputy Scott conduct-
ed a traffic stop on Walnut 
Lane in McKenzie for im-
proper display of license 
plates  and made con-
tact with the driver, Paul 
Buckland, 21, of Hunting-
don. Deputies confirmed 
B u c k l a n d’s  Te n n e ss e e 
driver’s license had been 
suspended indefinitely in 
August 2025 for failure to 
provide proof of financial 
responsibility. 

While speaking with 
Buckland, Deputy Scott 
detected the odor of mar-
ijuana coming from the 
vehicle. Buckland admit-
ted he had smoked earlier 
and stated the only mar-
ijuana inside the vehicle 
was “gas station weed.” He 
then handed deputies a 
plastic bag containing ap-
proximately three grams 
of a green leafy substance 
believed to be marijuana.

Buckland also advised 
deputies he was currently 
on probation for selling 
marijuana. No additional 
charges had been filed at 
the time of the report.

This incident occurred 
in Carroll County.

Found Property — On 
May 13, Deputy Sherwood 
responded to a residence 
on Vernon Thomas Road 
in McKenzie regarding 
prescription medications 
that had been discovered 
inside a damaged package. 

The complainant report-
ed receiving an Amazon 
package that appeared to 
have been damaged and 
retaped during transit. Af-
ter opening the package, 
she discovered several pre-
scription medications that 
she stated did not belong 

to her and were not con-
nected to her order.

The medications includ-
ed testosterone lozenges, 
ketamine lozenges, and 
additional compounded 
prescription medications 
from a pharmacy in Salt 
Lake City, Utah.

The complainant ad-
vised she had no knowl-
edge of who the medica-
tions belonged to or how 
they ended up inside the 
shipment. Deputies col-
lected the medications 
and placed them into ev-
idence as found property.

Aggravated Assault / 
Domestic Assault / Re-
sisting Arrest — On May 
17, Deputy McClure was 
approached by a female at 
a call scene on Lisa Lane 
in Huntingdon regarding a 
recent assault involving a 
relative, James Siggers, 58, 
of Huntingdon. Deputies 
observed the victim had a 
torn shirt and visible marks 
on her neck consistent with 
strangulation. She also 
complained of neck pain. 

The victim stated an 
argument began over a 
phone charger and esca-
lated into a physical al-
tercation. She reported 
Siggers pushed her to the 
ground, got on top of her, 
and strangled her with 
his hands to the point she 
could not breathe.

After speaking with the 
victim, Deputy McClure 
and Corporal  Thomas 
went to the residence 
where the assault occurred 
and made contact with 
Siggers inside the home. 
Deputies observed a ri-
fle lying on a couch near 
him. While attempting to 
secure the scene and de-
tain Siggers, he repeatedly 

refused commands to raise 
his hands or step outside 
the residence.

Deputies advised Sig-
gers to place his hands 
behind his back, but he 
resisted and attempted to 
pull away while pushing 
at deputies’ arms. During 
the struggle, deputies and 
Siggers fell onto the sofa as 
he continued attempting 
to conceal his hands inside 
the cushions. Deputy Mc-
Clure eventually deployed 
a Taser in drive-stun mode, 
after which Siggers com-
plied with commands and 
was taken into custody. 

Siggers was transport-
ed to the Carroll County 
Jail and charged with ag-
gravated assault, domes-
tic assault, and resisting 
arrest. Several firearms 
were removed from the 
residence and secured for 
safekeeping.

Vandalism — On May 
14, Deputy Boaz respond-
ed to a residence on Broad 
Street South in Trezevant 
regarding property dam-
age to a fence and mail-
box .  The complainant 
reported discovering the 
damage that morning. 

Deputies observed the 
front corner of the fence 
had been struck, causing 
damage to several fence 
rails and knocking the 
mailbox from the ground. 
The damage appeared 
consistent with a vehicle 
backing from a driveway 
and turning too sharply 
before striking the fence 
and mailbox.

A contractor respond-
ing to repair the damage 
estimated the loss at ap-
proximately $700.

This incident occurred 
in Carroll County.

Carroll County Sheriff’s 
Department Report

G av i n  L e e  Jo h n s o n , 
23, Buena Vista, to Mag-
g i e  R e n e y  P r a t e r,  2 2 , 
Huntingdon.

Georgianna Wallace, 
Daily, 47, Huntingdon, to 
Michael Phillip Garner, 46, 
Huntingdon.

C h a r l e s  D a ko t a  L e e 

Pence, 28, Huntingdon, to 
Khennedi Madeline Stang, 
32, Huntingdon.

Nikolas Montgomer y 
Bynum, 25, Huntingdon, 
to Kaitlyn Grace Wyatt, 23, 
Huntingdon.

Chloe Grace Mitchell, 
19, Huntingdon, to Chris-

topher Michael Carter, 19, 
Huntingdon.

James Randall Dailey, 
50,  McKenzie,  to  Kar-
en Lindsay Cozart,  46, 
McKenzie.

Christian Luis Martinez, 
29, McKenzie, to Sierra 
Paige Santiago, 31, Paris.

Jada Grace Bridges, 22, 
Milledgeville, to Jordan 
Gage Barber, 22, Lexington.

Marriage Licenses

Mark P. and wife Linda 
J. Roney to Jeffrey Neil and 
Gary Allan Roney in Dis-
trict 7.

Sherrie A. Hamilton to 
Alexander David and wife 
Jennifer R. Hamilton in Dis-
trict 11.

Michael J. Jewell to Jos-
celyn Della Pickard in Dis-
trict 2.

Edward Gary Brinkley by 
POA to Deanna Jean a/k/a 
Deanna Brinkley Drinkard 
a n d  h u s b a n d  H e n r y 
Drinkard in District 11.

Arthur Ullrich to Sherrie 
A. Hamilton in District 11.

Janice Smith Kizer to 
Huntingdon Industrial De-
velopment Board in District 
11.

Janice Smith Kizer and 
others to Huntingdon In-
d u s t r i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Board in District 11.

Keith B. and wife Lynne 
M. Leroy to Richard Alan 
Monty and others in Dis-
trict 6.

Adam and wife Jennifer L. 
Hendrickson to Adam and 
wife Jennifer L. Hendrick-

son in District 18.
Chris Gurley and others 

to Chris Gurley and others 
in District 13.

Chris Gurley and others 
to Chris Gurley and others 
in District 13.

Daniel L. Spoon to TAP 
Land Capital Group, LLC 
in District 6.

Daniel L. Spoon to TAP 
Land Capital Group, LLC in 
District 46180.

Melissa Jacobs to Patrick 
Jacobs in District 9.

James Dennis and wife 
Shannon Marie Lance to 
Robert and wife Cindy Gay-
lord in District 9.

Louis E. Jr. and wife Te-
resa D. Dhondt to White 
Farms in District 9.

Reba H. Brewer and oth-
ers to Andrew Smith Taylor 
in District 11.

Billy and wife Megan Kil-
librew to Jacob A. Stringer 
in District 12.

Douglas Goodrum and 
others to Cindy L. Greene 
in District 21.

Sunset Community In-
vestments, LLC to Sunset 

Real Estate, LLC. No District 
listed.

Fred Eugene Grooms to 
Fred Eugene Grooms, trust-
ee in District 16.

Shirley J. Martin and oth-
ers to Shirley J. Martin and 
others in District 4.

Sara Beth Eason and oth-
ers to Sara Beth Eason and 
others in District 16.

Beaver Creek Manage-
ment Group, LLC and oth-
ers to Distinct Contracting, 
LLC in District 12.

Beaver Creek Manage-
ment Group, LLC and oth-
ers to Distinct Contracting, 
LLC in District 12.

Joshua Phillips to Nathan 
Rich in District 11.

Marty  Jo  Arnold and 
others to Jacob A. and wife 
Katie Scarlett Blake. No Dis-
trict listed.

Tracy Campbell Wortham 
and Pamela Campbell to 
James E. and wife Teresa J. 
Speer in District 16.

James R. and wife Melissa 
D. Terrell to Josh S. and wife 
Stacy M. Mann in District 4.

Lois Harold Carden to 
Shannon Carden and Abbie 
Carden Hooten. No District 
listed.

Property Transfers

McKenzie Police Reports
Driving on Revoked Li-

cense — Kirk C. Simmons, 
Mathis Road, Martin, was 
charged with Driving on a 
Revoked License due to a 
prior DUI conviction.

Lt. Justin Brister stopped 
the vehicle due to inopera-
ble brake lights on May 19. 
The stop revealed the driv-
er’s license was revoked. 
The car  was owne d by 
another person, who was 
notified the vehicle had 
been impounded by MPD.

Driving on Suspended 
License — Keith L. Hart, 
Anderson Street, Milan, 
was charged with Driving 
on a Suspended/Revoked 
License after a traffic stop 
on May 18 for speeding.

Sergeant Darren Davis 
stopped Hart’s vehicle for 
speeding. His passenger’s 
license was also revoked 
for a prior DUI.

Hart was arrested for 
Driving on Revoked Li-
cense Second Offense and 
charged with speeding. 
MPD seized the vehicle.

Public Intoxication/
C r i m i n a l  T r e s p a s s  — 
Lute McCaslin, Highway 
79, McKenzie, was charged 
with Public Intoxication 

and Criminal Trespass on 
May 19.

Off icer  Jef f  Winberr y 
was cal le d to Pick and 
Stick Tattoo in McKenzie 
where McCaslin entered 
to get a tattoo touched 
up. After McCaslin was 
uncooperative, the tattoo 
artists asked him to leave. 
McCaslin was unruly and 
a r r e s t e d  o n  t h e  a b o v e 
charges.

Violation of No Contact 
Order — Athena Stafford, 
Elm Street, McKenzie, was 
charged with Violation of 
a No Contact Order after 
she phoned a male subject 
who had a no-contact ban 
with her. A warrant was is-
sued for her arrest by Offi-
cer Matthew Cunningham.

Stolen Vehicle Scam — 
Peppers Ford in McKenzie 
reported that an online 
buyer of a Toyota pickup 
had apparently scammed 
the dealership on May 22. 

Officer Kyle Beauchamp 
and Officer Timothy Dillon 
took the report stating that 
a buyer in Florida made 
a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  p u r-
chase the vehicle, worked 
through a finance compa-
ny, and then sent a driver 

to retrieve the vehicle in 
McKenzie. The dealership 
alerte d pol ice  that  the 
transaction seemed ques-
tionable, and a national 
search bulletin was posted 
to recover the vehicle.

Aggravated Assault — 
Crystal R. Mealer, Main 
Street S.,  McKenzie was 
charged with Domestic 
Assault and Aggravated 
Assault on May 24.

Patrolman Dil lon re-
sponded to Randle Street 
to a report of  domestic 
assault, where Mealer re-
portedly struck her do-
mestic partner with her 
vehicle,  causing him to 
hit  the windshield and 
flip over the vehicle. He 
was covered in gravel dirt 
when officers arrived. The 
victim, Michael Haynes, Jr., 
was complaining of pain 
in his head and shoulder 
and walking with a limp. A 
check of his police record 
revealed that he had an 
outstanding Violation of 
Probation warrant. 

Mealer stated she did 
not intentionally strike him 
with her vehicle. She was 
arrested and transported 
to Carroll County Jail.
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Color A Masterpiece

Answer: Sherlock Bones.

Riddle Me This
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase 
below? Use each letter only once.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

DISPATCHER

LETTER MIX-UP

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell something 
pertaining to this week’s theme.

TTEICK

Answer: Ticket

Who was the most famous 
Skeleton detective?

Week 20 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 20

 

Weekly 
Crossword

Week 21 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Streetcar
  5. Take __ of it!
 10. SW Asia peninsula
 12. Beating wings to escape from 
a perch
 14. One who revitalizes
 16. Indicates position
 18. Dishonorable man
 19. Singer King Cole
 20. Short-tailed marten
 22. One point east (clockwise) of 
due north
 23. The god of the underworld in 
ancient mythology
 25. Dirt
 26. Superconducting super 
collider
 27. Not good
 28. A way to sink
 30. Unwell
 31. Follow orders
 33. Deep ravine
 35. Perfumery practice
 37. Indian fi lm director Sultan
 38. Member of U.S. Navy
 40. Wing-like
 41. Very fast airplane
 42. Slang for cigarette
 44. Most cars still need it
 45. Political war chest
 48. Cools down
 50. Diminish toward one end
 52. Indigenous person of Thailand
 53. Combined
 55. Container
 56. Expression of satisfaction
 57. Thou
 58. Return a favor
 63. Go over once more
 65. Removed
 66. “Silence of the __”

 67. Comedian Rogen

CLUES DOWN
  1. Children’s game
  2. Relative biological 
effectiveness (abbr.)
  3. Own (Scottish)
  4. Female follower of Bacchus
  5. Subsides
  6. Protects from weather
  7. Spanish municipality
  8. Supermarket chain
  9. Domain name
 10. Semitic peoples
 11. Designs anew
 13. City associated with Jesus
 15. Cool!
 17. Bank employee
 18. Central nervous system
 21. Standardized piece of text
 23. A type of fever
 24. Baglike structure in a plant 
or animal

 27. Threaten persistently
 29. Aspirations
 32. Baby’s eating accessory
 34. Actress Thurman
 35. Turn into bone
 36. One who saves you
 39. Consume
 40. Swiss river
 43. A part of a river where the 
current is very fast
 44. Categories
 46. Expressed amazement
 47. It’s important in respiration 
(abbr.)
 49. Greek war dance
 51. Bland, semi-liquid food
 54. Regard in a specifi ed way
 59. Taxi
 60. Naturally occurring solid 
material
 61. Feline
 62. Post-burning residue
 64. Elevated railroad

Fun By Th e Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 

have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pen-
cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 21

See solution in next week’s edition.

Peace of Mind.
One of the many services we provide.

Affi  davit
Bailiff

Booking
Chain

Compliance
Custody

Detective
Detention

Dispatcher
Evidence

Felony
Forensics

Interrogation
Jurisdiction

Miranda
Misdemeanor

Patrol
Precinct

Probable
Procedure
Sergeant
Subpoena

Surveillance
Warrant

Law Enforcement Word Search
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MISCELLANEOUS
NEED TO GET RID OF it? 
Advertise it in the classi-
fi eds! Th ousands of readers 
are looking at the classi-
fi eds every week. Advertise 
your service or product for 
only $5 for 25 words, $8 for 
26-50 words, and 20 cents 
for each additional word 
over 50 each week . Ca l l 
731-352-3323 to get started! 
NC/27-TF

FOR LEASE
AVA I L A B L E  —  4 , 0 0 0 
S Q. F T. N E X T T O H& R 
BLOCK ,  at Ceda r St reet 
Plaza, 1926 Cedar Street, 
McKenzie. Ca l l 731-352-
2189. A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE — From 430 
S q .  F t .  to  3 , 0 0 0 S q .  F t . 
H i g h w a y  7 9  H i g h l a n d 
Mall, across from the post 
off ice. Call 731-352-2189. 
A5404/44-TF

AUCTIONS
G E T  T H E  W O R D  O U T 
A B O U T  Y O U R  N E X T 
A U C T I O N !  S a v e  T i m e 
& $$$. One Ca l l for A l l . 
Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 103 other TN 
n e w s p a p e r s .  F o r  m o r e 
i n fo, contact t h is news-
paper’s classified dept. or 
call Becky Moats 931-624-
8916. (TnScan)

FOR RENT
H O U S E S  A N D  A PA R T-
MENTS: McKENZIE AREA. 
w w w.mckenziehomefind-
e r s . c o m  7 31- 3 5 2 -2 2 5 5 . 
A1219/44-TF

SERVICES
DONE RIGHT APPLIANCE 
R EPA IR — Expert appli-
ance repair done locally. 
When it absolutely has to 
be done right call 731-234-
5572. A8666/21-8

S AW Y E R S  T R E E  S E R-
V ICE: 60’ Bucket Tr uck. 
Take Down or Prune. Haul 
Off and Clean Up. Grind 
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call 
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

J O E ’ S  T R E E  S E R V I C E 
AND STUMP REMOVAL:
60 ft. bucket truck, prune 
or take down grind stumps, 
clean up and haul off, in-
sured, free estimates. 731-
697-0023 or 731-513-1518. 
A7084/21-TF

YOUR LOW COST ADVER-
TISING SOLUTION! One 
call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 104 Tennessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 
28 West TN newspapers for 
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classifi ed advertising 
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks.
(TnScan)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
OLSH A N FOUN DATION 
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted 
foundation repair experts 
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. 
Water ma nagement a nd 
mor e .  F r e e e v a lu at ion . 
Limited t ime up to $250 
off  foundation repair. Call 
Olsha n 1-866 -265 -5932 . 
(TnScan)

PR EPA R E FOR POW ER 
OU TAGE S T ODAY w it h 
a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-888-869-5542 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move. (TnScan)

WANTED: TO BUY
W E BU Y HOUS E S F OR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No f uss. A ny cond it ion. 
Easy t hree step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
pa id. Get you r fa i r cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-551-
1426. (TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

C H O O S E  E A R T H L I N K 
F I B E R  I N T E R N E T  f o r 
speeds up to 5 Gigs,  no 
data caps, no t hrott l ing. 
Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when 
you make the switch. Call 
1-855-481-3340. (TnScan)

GET BOOST I N F I N I T E! 
UNLIMITED TALK, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

 DIR ECT V — A L L YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof ! Sign up 
for Di rec t a nd get you r 
f irst free months of Max, 
Pa ra mou nt+, Show t i me, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ INTERNET! Free Install, 
Free H D -DV R Upg rade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
To d a y !  1- 8 4 4 -274 - 6 0 74 . 
(TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY
A T T E N T I O N :  V I AG R A 
A N D CI A L IS USE R S! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - Only $99! 100% guar-
anteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-
477-7591. (TnScan)

AUDIEN HEARING. THE 
WOR LD’S FIRST HEA R-
ING AID with touchscreen 
controls. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy cus-
tomers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079. (TnScan)

D E N T A L  I N S U R A N C E 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-844-278-8285 www.
dental50plus.com/tnpress 
#6258. (TnScan)

14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

A8
66

1/
34

-T
F

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731.352.2761

nickyjoestaff ordrealestate@outlook.com
www.staff ord-realestate.com

Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD

NICKY JOE

Sandi Roditis

731-415-2927

Buford Taylor

731-225-8321

Valarie McMackin

731-418-2313

Jason Artymovich

586-243-3257

Blake Cossey

731-607-8643

Maleah Hollingsworth

731-694-7871

Residential
Municipal

Commercial
Irrigation Well Drilling

Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

Over 30 years of experience

A5
19

/14
-T

F
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US
SELL’ S

WELL DRILLING
731-415-6550

Russell Basford, Owner

P.O. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201
russell.drilling@hotmail.com

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

SEPTIC PUMPING
731-234-6012

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Backhoe • Trenching • Gas Piping • Septic Pumping • Pipe Water 
Heaters • Well Tanks • Valves • Fittings • Faucets

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF 

INVENTORY FOR THOSE 
AFTER HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

TOLBERT
Plumbing & Electric

TF

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Business Directory
Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/T
F

Doing business 

without advertising is 

like ‘winking’ at someone 

in the dark; you know 

what you are doing, 

but no one else does.   

— Walter Seward

Call us today. 
731.352.3323

Real products 
that TCP 

can produce.

3 Banner Row
McKenzie, Tennessee
 printing@tricopub.com

Taking Care of People,
Printing & Promotions 
Since 1978.

Need to sell a car?Need to sell a car?
Advertise it in the classifieds!Advertise it in the classifieds!
25 words • Only $5! 25 words • Only $5! 

Call us! Call us! 
731-352-3323731-352-3323

“Doing business without 

advertising is like ‘winking’ at 

someone in the dark; you know 

what you are doing, but no 

one else does.” - Walter Seward

We can help 
illuminate your 

business! 

CALL 731-352-3323

Buying ink by the barrel for over 150 
years. Let us handle all your printing.

Call Today. 731.352.3323



Page 12 • Tuesday, May 26, 2026 • The McKenzie Banner • McKenzie, Tenn. • mckenziebanner.com

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

KNOXVILLE (May 19) 
— Several area athletes ex-
celled at the TSSAA 2026 
Division I Class A State 
Track and Field Champion-
ships Tuesday at Tom Black 
Track on the campus of the 
University of Tennessee, in-
cluding three second place 
finishes for McKenzie ath-
letes and two fourth place 
finishes for Huntingdon.

In the Girls 3200-Meter 
Run, Dresden freshman 
Hudson McDaniel was the 
champion with a time of 
11:48.12. McKenzie sopho-
more Abigail Wallace was 
the runner-up (11:50.90). 
Westview junior Alaina 
Uselton finished in fourth 
(11:59.35), just .01 seconds 
behind third.

In the Girls 1600-Meter 
Run, McKenzie’s Wallace 
was the runner-up with a 
time of 5:34.66. Dresden 

sophomore Bailey Warbing-
ton finished fourth (5:42.31).

In the Girls 800-Meter 
Run, Dresden’s Warbing-
ton finished third (2:31.59). 
Her teammate, junior Fjella 
Aden, was fifth (2:38.40). 
McKenzie’s Wallace qual-
ified but did not compete.

In the Girls 4x800-Me-
ter Relay, McKenzie’s team 
of Wallace, Autumn Hay-
wood, Bella Sass and Sophie 
Dameron (and alternate 
Natalia Taylor) finished as 

runner-up with a time of 
10:19.61 (a school record). 
Dresden’s relay team was 
third (10:20.45).

In the Girls Long Jump, 
Huntingdon sophomore 
Kaylen Cary finished fourth.

In the Boys 3200-Me-
ter Run, Westview senior 
Jack Mantooth claimed the 
championship with a time 
of 9:38.15. Huntingdon se-
nior Blaine Todd was fourth 
(9:52.73), and Greenfield 
junior Deegan Arant was 
fifth (10:12.88).

In the Boys 1600-Meter 
Run, Westview’s Mantooth 
was the runner-up with a 
time of 4:28.91.

In the Boys 800-Meter 
Run, Dresden sophomore 
Vaughn Bounds was the 
champion with a time of 
1:59.21.

In the Boys 4x800-Meter 
Relay, Dresden’s team fin-
ished third with a time of 
8:22.69.

PEOPLE • SPORTS

OUR WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAYS

10 a.m. – Sunday School (Classes for all ages)

11 a.m. – Morning Worship Service

1:30 p.m. – Afternoon Service

WEDNESDAYS
7 p.m. – Mid-Week Prayer & Bible Study

747 WEST MAGNOLIA AVE, McKENZIE, TENNESSEE
Jon King Pastor      Fred Morris Associate Pastor
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Join Us This Sunday at Grace Baptist Church!

Looking for a place to grow in faith 
and fi nd a welcoming community? 
Looking for a place to grow in faith 
and fi nd a welcoming community? 

Grace Baptist Church warmly invites you and your family 

to join us for our weekly services. Whether you are a long-time 

resident or new to the area, our doors are open to everyone in 

our community.

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (May 16) — 
Genia Sherwood’s School of 
Dance presented its annual 
recital “Growing Stars” Sat-
urday afternoon in the Boul-
din Auditorium of Bethel 
University’s Dickey Fine Arts 
Building.

Ten classes performed 32 
routines, including several 
solo dances by advanced 
students.

The Advanced II Class 
included Yaretzi Gonzalez, 

Marley Crews, John Patter-
son, Hadley Smith, Addi Da-
vis and Claire Kee.

The Advanced I Class 
included Harper McCall, 
Courtney Sanders, Natalie 
Tidwell, Sophie Price, Kate-
lyn Martin, Zoey Neville and 
Elizabeth Miller.

The Intermediate II Class 
included Maggie Nell Mer-
rick, Emilee Harris, McKen-
na Sherwood, Macie Cate 
Roberts, Vera Tippitt, Mia 
Walker, Emma Allen, Avacyn 
Latham, Ava Walker and Lina 
Haywood.

The Intermediate I Class 
included Hazel Tippitt, Lydia 
Walker, Olivia Neville, Kay-
lynn Barrett, Aimee Harris, 
Bryleigh Barrett and Raegan 
Tedford.

The Fourth Grade Class in-
cluded Penny Crockett, Hadli 
Laman, Kenslee Geare, Alli-
son Padilla, Meghan Strop, 
Elizabeth Thomas, Bella 
Smith, LilyAnn Wolski and 
Jazzlyn Carroll.

The Third Grade Class in-
cluded Lennon Haywood, It-
zel Gonzalez, Abbi Hudgins, 
Saylor McCall, Charli Mann, 

Oshyn Taylor, Mary Poff, 
Nola Fox Aldridge, Mag-
gie Rose Garrett and Korra 
Sevieri.

The Second Grade Class 
included Everly Longmire, 
Ruthie Kee, Grace Brewer, 
Nora Foster, Harper Gail 
Waddell, Caroline Camp-
bell, Scarlett McReynolds 
and Briar Sutton.

The First Grade Class in-
cluded Della Tippitt, Lillian 
Kirk, Ansley Boyd, Amina 
Brown, Amelia Brown, Emer-
syn Langley, Cora Tippitt, 
Adelyn Kee, Ella Kate Lowe, 

Kylie Satterfield, Harmony 
Jones, Sarah Jane Ezell and 
Molly Huckaba.

The Kindergarten Class 
included Collyns Simpson, 
Fernanda Hernandez, Lo-
rilei Dillahunty, Rainie Beth 
Brewer, Harper Moore, Eloisa 
Middlebrooks, Allison Eas-
ley, Naomi Osborne, Remy 
Wolfe, Mary Mae Holt, Kali 
Keech, Vannyah Boyd and 
Penelope Peachey.

The Pre-K Class includ-
ed Brynlee Duncan, Lainee 
Brown, Allie Manns, Tenley 
Russell, Collins Petering, El-
sie Kee, Hazel Scallan, So-
phie Sellers, Janie Wallace 

and Layla Kirk.
Following the performanc-

es, instructor LaTisha Karnes 
presented five-year awards 
to Penny Crockett, Emilee 
Harris, Hadli Laman, Charli 
Mann, Scarlett McReynolds, 
Mary Poff, Meghan Strop 
and Maggie Nell Merrick and 
ten-year awards to Katelyn 
Martin, Zoey Neville, John 
Patterson and Sophie Price.

Karnes also recognized 
student teachers Aimee 
Harris, Claire Kee, Avacyn 
Latham, Katelyn Martin, 
Zoey Neville, Sophie Price, 
Courtney Sanders, Vera Tip-
pitt and Lina Haywood.

1. Ten-year students (L to R) Katelyn Martin, Zoey Neville, John Patterson and Sophie Price.  2. Five-year students (L to R) Penny Crockett, Emilee Harris, Hadli Laman, 
Charli Mann, Scarlett McReynolds, Mary Poff, Meghan Strop and Maggie Nell Merrick.  3. Advanced II class.  4. Advanced I class.  5. Intermediate II class.  6. Intermediate 
I class.  7. Fourth Grade class.  8. Third Grade class.  9. Second Grade class.  10. First Grade class.  11. Kindergarten class.  12. Pre-K class. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Genia Sherwood’s School of Dance Presents ‘Growing Stars’

Huntingdon’s Kaylen 
Cary finished fourth in 
the Girls Long Jump. 
Photo courtesy Clint Ezell

Area Athletes Excel at State Track Meet

Left, McKenzie’s Abigail Wallace was the runner-up in the Girls 3200-Meter 
Run. Dresden’s Hudson McDaniel was the champion, and Westview’s Alaina 
Uselton finished fourth. Photo courtesy Jeremy Bilger  Center, McKenzie’s relay 
team of Abigail Wallace, Autumn Haywood, Bella Sass and Sophie Dameron (and 
alternate Natalia Taylor) finished as runner-up in the Girls 4x800-Meter Relay. 
Dresden’s team was third. Photo courtesy Jeremy Bilger  Right, Huntingdon’s Blaine 
Todd was fourth in the Boys 3200-Meter Run. Westview’s Jack Mantooth was the 
champion, and Greenfield’s Deegan Arant was fifth. Photo courtesy Clint EzellBY RUSSELL BUSH

banner@mckenziebanner.com
T h r e e  H u n t i n g d o n 

Mustang seniors signed with 
Jackson State Community 

College last week to continue 
their athletic careers.

Shawn Simpson signed 
to run cross country with 
the Green Jays, and Silas 
Sharp and Caleb Ezell signed 

with the Green Jay baseball 
program.

Simpson was a member 
of the cross country team at 
Huntingdon, which this past 
season advanced to state. 
Simpson placed in the top 
ten for the state meet.

S i m p s o n  a l s o  w a s  a 
standout tennis player at 
Huntingdon and competed 
at the state tournament.

Sharp and Ezell played 
a huge role in the success 
of the Mustang baseball 
program the last two seasons. 
In their four years at HHS, 
they were part of 94 wins and 
38 losses, and the Mustangs 
finished runner-up in the 
state in 2024 and 2025.

S h a r p,  w h o  w a s  t h e 
catcher on the Mustangs, 
played in 128 games over 
his four-year career and had 
456 plate appearances and 
earned several postseason 
honors over his four years. 
Ezell was one of the better 
pitchers in Mustang history 
as he had a 22-11 record 
over four seasons, pitching 
201 innings, recording 149 
strikeouts and walking 55.

Signing with Jackson State for baseball and cross country from Huntingdon are (L 
to R) Shawn Simpson, Silas Sharp and Caleb Ezell. Photo by Russell Bush/The Banner

Three Mustangs Ink with Jackson State
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