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BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

CARROLL COUNTY (April 30) 
— Residents of Carroll County now 
have a faster, high-tech way to report 
power failures. During the April 30 
meeting of the Carroll County Elec-
tric Department Board of Directors, 
General Manager Ryan Drewry and 
Office Manager Kelly Fields officially 
unveiled a new digital monitoring 
and reporting system designed to 

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (April 28) 
— The Huntingdon Town 
Council met Tuesday, April 
28, at Huntingdon City Hall 
with several new business 
items to consider — includ-
ing a decision to change sol-
id waste collection services 
from Waste Management to 
Republic Services.

Republic Services submit-
ted the lowest residential bid 
at $11.95 per unit per month, 
beating out Waste Manage-
ment’s bid of $13.80 per unit. 
United Disposal Partners was 
also considered. 

The new contract takes 
effect in July.

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (May 2) — The 
Carroll County Sports Hall of Fame 
honored eight distinguished former 
athletes from Carroll County at its 
24th annual banquet, inducting them 

into the Class of 2026.
This year’s inductees ranged from 

the Class of 1964 to the Class of 2008, 
representing McKenzie High School, 
Clarksburg School, Huntingdon High 
School, Trezevant High School and 
Hollow Rock-Bruceton Central High 
School. 

Carroll County Sports Hall of Fame 
Chairman Lex Suite introduced each 
inductee, awarding them each with 
a plaque and some time to speak to 
banquet attendees.

NASHVILLE (May 1) — 
Under intense pressure from 
national and state Republi-
can leaders, the Tennessee 
General Assembly is set to 
convene a special legislative 
session on Tuesday, May 5, 
2026. The primary objective 
is a mid-cycle redistricting 
effort designed to eliminate 
the state’s 9th Congressional 
District—the final Demo-
cratic stronghold in Tennes-
see, currently centered in 
Memphis.

The move follows a direc-
tive from Governor Bill Lee, 
who issued the proclamation 
on May 1 at the urging of 
President Donald Trump 
and U.S. Senator Marsha 

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (April 28) — 
Tennessee Supreme Court Justice 
Mary L. Wagner and Judge Kyle 
A. Hixson visited the state’s 24th 
Judicial District on Tuesday, April 
28, to meet with local attorneys, 
court staff, and elected officials.

The visit is part of an ongo-
ing effort by the court to engage 
with court clerks and judicial staff 
across Tennessee. Wagner, a Shel-
by County native appointed to the 
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OBITUARIES
Chris W. Honaker, 64
Janet Sue Matheny, 83
Thomas Matthew Riggs, 44
Joyce Prichard Sellers, 90
Richard Dale Stephens, 75
Timmie Ray Taylor, 61
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Accepting new patients.
Now with extended hours

and walk-in’s welcome.

Hours:
Monday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Tuesday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

Carroll County
Family Health Care

641 R.B. Wilson Dr. | Huntingdon, TN 38344

731-986-7400
baptistonline.org/carrollcounty(L to R): Stephanie Slack-Allen, DNP, APRN, PMHNP-BC; Chris Blount, PA-C; Elly Riley, 

DO; Lori Holladay, NP; Jill Bennett, NP; Katharine Bullock, FNP; and Emily Ezell, DO.
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A/C REPAIRA/C REPAIR

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

14995 HIGHLAND DR.14995 HIGHLAND DR.
MCKENZIE, TN 38201MCKENZIE, TN 38201

(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)

731-393-0091731-393-0091

Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair

Belt, Hose Replacement

Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!

See ELECTRIC on Page 3

Carroll County Electric Enhances Outage Reporting System

See TRASH on Page 3

Huntingdon 
Changes Trash 
Collection 
Services

Carroll County Sports Hall of Fame Class of 2026 (L to R) Front Row: Amanda Renfroe, Jane DeBose 
(representing her father, Murray Smith), Pam Compton (representing her husband, Johnnie Compton) 
and Andrea “Angie” Holder. Back Row: Johnny Carter, Alex Matlock, James Penn McKenzie and Wesley 
Beal, Jr. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner.

Sports Hall of Fame Inducts Eight

See FAME on Page 2

CARROLL COUNTY

The McKenzie City Coun-
cil meets Thursday, May 14 
at 6 p.m. Currently one item 
is on the agenda: the discus-
sion/approval for Resolution 
26-005 for November Mu-
nicipal Elections. The may-
or's seat and three council 
seats will be placed on the 
November ballot. The in-
cumbents for the seats are 
Mayor Ryan Griffin, Bobby 
Young, Carol Armpriest and 
Tom Alexander.

McKenzie 
Council to Call 
For November 
Election

See REDRAW on Page 3

GOP Seeks 
To Redraw 
Congressional 
Districts

Carroll County attorneys, court staff and elected officials met Justice 
Mary L. Wagner and Judge Kyle A. Hixson Tuesday, April 28. Pictured 
(L to R): Michael Thorne, Sarah Bradberry, Jayden McGee, Sheri Boyd, 
Judge Brent Bradberry, Justice Mary L. Wagner, Judge Kyle A. Hixson, 
Tim Nanney, Carroll County Mayor Joseph Butler and Brad Hurley. 
Photo by Joel Washburn/The BannerSee TOUR on Page 3

Tennessee Justices Tour 24th District

SUNDAYS
10 a.m. – Sunday School 
(Classes for all ages)
11 a.m. – Morning Service

1:30 p.m. – Afternoon Service

WEDNESDAYS
7 p.m. – Mid-Week Prayer 
and Bible Study

747 WEST MAGNOLIA AVE, 
McKENZIE, TENNESSEE

Jon King Pastor

Fred Morris Associate Pastor

A
6

7
5

2
/1

8
-T

F

Join Us This Sunday at 

Grace Baptist Church!

Grace Baptist Church
warmly invites you and your 
family to join us for our weekly 
services. Our doors are open 
to everyone in our community.

Looking for a place to 
grow in faith and fi nd a 
welcoming community? 

Tuesday, May 5 Sunday, May 10

Carroll County Electric Board of Directors.

 TENNESSEE

75 ¢
Only



Page 2 • Tuesday, May 5, 2026 • The McKenzie Banner • McKenzie, Tenn. • mckenziebanner.com NEWS

Wesley Beal, Jr. is a 1964 
graduate of McKenzie High 
School. He was a student 
leader and a standout ath-
lete in football and basket-
ball for the Rebels, being in 
the starting lineup for three 
seasons in both sports. He 
was quarterback and a de-
fensive back for the Rebel 
football team, setting a re-
cord during the last game 
of his senior season when 
he intercepted a pass and 
ran it back 99 yards for a 
touchdown.

James Penn McKenzie is 
a 1990 graduate of McKen-
zie High School. McKenzie 
was equally dominant as 
an offensive and defensive 
lineman for the Rebels, as 
he led them to the Class A 
state playoffs. He made 55 
solo tackles, 47 assists, had 
10 sacks and deflected 10 
passes while playing various 
positions across the front 
line. McKenzie was often the 
leading scorer for the Rebel 
basketball team. McKen-
zie went on to a successful 
collegiate football career as 
a defensive guard with the 
Blue Raiders of Middle Ten-
nessee State University.

Amanda Renfroe is a 2008 
graduate of Clarksburg High 
School, where she got her 
start as a softball and basket-
ball player. She averaged 16 
points and 7 rebounds per 
game and scored over 1,000 
career points for the Lady 
Rockets basketball team 
from 2004-2008. Renfroe 
excelled in softball, becom-
ing a four-time All District 
Award winner. She contin-
ued her softball career on a 
scholarship to Bethel Uni-
versity in 2008. Her career 
home run record still holds 
today at Bethel University.

Andrea “Angie” Holder is 
a 1986 graduate of Hunting-
don High School, where she 
was a four-year starter in 
softball and basketball. She 
earned All District, All Re-
gion and All West Tennes-
see in basketball. Her senior 
year, her basketball skills 
earned her a full four-year 
scholarship to Lambuth Col-
lege. She was a four-year 
starter at Lambuth, earning 
All Conference Honors her 
senior year.

The late Johnnie Comp-
ton is a 1967 graduate of 
Huntingdon High School. 
He was a three-year starter 
for the Mustangs football 
team. He was selected by his 
coach Paul Ward as the Best 
Blocker on the Team his ju-
nior year. He earned All Vol-
unteer Conference and All 
West Tennessee his senior 
year. Johnnie anchored the 
defense that allowed only 
33 points in 11 games. They 
were undefeated and Vol-
unteer Conference Cham-
pions. They ended the year 
ranked third in the state. 

Compton was repre-
sented by his wife, Pam 
Compton.

Johnny Carter is a 1967 
graduate of Huntingdon 
High School. He played 
football and basketball all 
three years of high school. 
He was co-captain and lead-
ing scorer his senior year 
in basketball and earned 
the Best Defensive Player 
Award. In football, he played 
wide receiver on offense and 
defensive back on defense. 
He earned All Volunteer 
Conference and Honorable 
Mention All West Tennessee 
his senior year. He helped 
the Mustangs offense to a 
record 430 points (at the 
time) his senior season. His 
team won the Jaycee Bowl 
in Gallatin against Portland 
that year.

The late Murray Smith 
was a standout football play-

er at Trezevant High School. 
He received an athletic 
scholarship to Mississippi 
State University, where he 
played both football and 
baseball his freshman year. 
He graduated from Missis-
sippi State in 1960 with a 
B.S. in Education.

After graduating, Smith 
returned to West Tennessee. 
He became the head foot-
ball coach and principal at 
Camden High School at just 
23 years old, and he later 
served as the head football 
coach at Waverly Central. 
Smith was represented by 
his daughter, Jane DeBose.

Alex Matlock is a 2008 
graduate of Hollow Rock–
Bruceton Central High 
School. Matlock was the 
2007 Class A Mr. Football, a 
two-time All-West Tennes-
see selection and the 2007 
Co-MVP. On the baseball 
diamond, Matlock launched 
34 home runs. Matlock also 
contributed 400 career 
points on the basketball 
court. As a Bethel University 
Wildcat, he appeared in 43 
career games and became 
a respected team captain in 
his final two seasons. Mat-
lock participated in the NFL 
draft process and competed 
in regional and super re-
gional combines. He played 
arena football with the New 
Orleans Voodoo and Utah 
Blaze and in the develop-
mental ranks with the Vir-
ginia Beach Stingrays. He is 
now a social studies teacher 
and co-defensive coordina-
tor at Montrose High School 
in Colorado.

The Carroll County Sports 
Hall of Fame was founded in 
2001, and the first inductee 
banquet was April 16, 2002. 
Since then, 149 individuals 
have been inducted into the 
Carroll County Sports Hall 
of Fame.

Read more about this 
year’s inductees at www.
mckenziebanner.com

Fame
...From Front Page

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (May 2) 
— During Saturday night’s 
Carroll County Sports Hall of 
Fame banquet, ten students 
were recognized as Carroll 
County High School Athletes 
of the Year. 

Chosen for their achieve-
ments in the classroom and 
in their respective sports, 
these ten students each re-
ceived $300 scholarships 
funded by the Jimmy Carey 
Foundation and the Carroll 
County Sports Hall of Fame 
to be used at a university or 
trade school.

The Carroll County Sports 
Hall of Fame Board select-
ed two students from each 
of Carroll County’s five high 
schools.

Clarksburg School
Addison Milam is the 

daughter of Josh and Erica 
Milam. In softball, Milam has 
had 200 career strikeouts and 
was named All-District for 
four years and All-Tourna-
ment for two years. Milam 
also received the Rocket 
Award. She played volley-
ball, where she was named 
All-Academic and All-Dis-
trict. In basketball, she was 
Most Improved and received 
the Coach’s Award and the 
Three Point Award. She was 
also named All-District in 
basketball. Milam plans to 
attend Jackson State Com-
munity College and study 
nursing.

Trae Cobb is the son of 
Nick and Lindsey Cobb. He’s 
involved in basketball, for 
which he was named All-Dis-
trict for two years. He is in 
the 1000-Point Club, hav-
ing scored over 1000 career 
points. He was Defensive 
MVP, Offensive MVP, and 
Team MVP in All-Academic 
District 12 A in baseball. He 
was All-District for two years 
and won the Golden Glove 
Award. He played basketball 
and baseball for five years 
and was also on the golf 
team. Cobb plans to attend 
the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga and get a de-
gree in Health and Human 
Performance to become an 
athletic trainer.

Hollow Rock-Bruceton 
Central High School

Madison Holder is a soft-
ball player, making it to the 
12A All-Tournament and 12A 
All-District teams. She was 

also named to the TSCA All-
State team. She was a 2025 
12A District, Co-MVP. She 
is the 2025 West Tennessee 
1A Miss Softball. She is also 
involved in cross country. 
Holder received the 2024 
Award of Excellence for 
sportsmanship, ethics and 
integrity. Holder plans to at-
tend Covenant College and 
play softball at the next level 
while majoring in Biology. 
Her wish is to attend medical 
school.

Seth Thomas is the son of 
David and Amanda Thom-
as. He’s a two-time All-Re-
gion athlete in football. He’s 
second in all-time receiving 
yards in school history. He’s 
a two-time Nick Brown Wide 
Receiver Award recipient. 
He also received the Ver-
non Spencer Sportsmanship 
Award. He was All-Tour-
nament in soccer. Thomas 
plans to attend the University 
of Tennessee at Martin in the 
fall, majoring in Business. He 
hopes to become a real estate 
broker.

Huntingdon High School
Broox Bennett is the son 

of Seth and Jill Bennett. He is 
the Huntington Quarterback 
Club MVP and the football 
team captain. He participated 
in the North and South All-
Star Game. He earned  First 
Team All-Region and Second 
Team All-West Tennessee 
in football. He also received 
the Huntingdon Linebacker 
Award. In baseball, he was 
named All-District. He was 
also named to the 2024 Su-
per-Sophomore baseball 
team. Bennett plans to attend 
the University of Tennessee at 
Martin in the fall and major 
in Finance.

Caleb Ezell is the son of 
Clint and Monica Ezell. He 
is a four-year starter in bas-
ketball and baseball. Ezell 
earned All-District, All-Re-
gion and All-State in baseball 
and has also been All-District 
and All-Region in basketball. 
He has 1300 career points 
and 300 assists in basket-
ball. In baseball, his career 
pitching record is 22 and sev-
en. Ezell plans to attend the 
University of Tennessee at 
Martin in the fall and major 
in Accounting.

McKenzie High School
Charli Weatherford is the 

daughter of Kelly and Clara 
Weatherford. She earned an 
eighth-place individual fin-

ish in the 2025 TSSAA State 
Golf Championship and has 
been honored by the McKen-
zie Mayor and City Council 
with a proclamation for her 
golf accomplishments. She 
is a four-time individual top-
three finisher in the TSSAA 
Division 1 Class A District 
Tournament. She is a match 
medalist and a three-time 
individual top 10 finisher in 
the TSSAA Division 1 Class 
A Region 7 tournament. In 
her senior year, Weather-
ford had a scoring average 
of 38 for matches and 75 for 
tournaments. She’s a match 
medalist for the 11-11 regu-
lar season matches and sec-
ond individual finish in the 
three-by-three regular season 
tournaments. Weatherford 
also played two years on the 
basketball team. Weatherford 
has signed to play golf for 
the Bethel University Lady 
Wildcats. 

Ryan Toombs is the son of 
Randy and Reni Toombs. He 
was named to the 2024 Foot-
ball All-Region First Team. 
He was All-Region Prep, 
Red Zone, All-State Class 1A 
2024 and 2025. He was a 2025 
Tennessee FCA All-State, he 
was second team All-West 
Tennessee and he was also 
involved with the Northwest 
Tennessee All-Star game. He 
also ran track and field at 
McKenzie. He plans to pur-
sue a career in aviation and 
become a professional pilot. 
He will attend the University 
of Tennessee at Martin and 
study Sports Management.

West Carroll High School
Hailey Mitchell is the 

daughter of Kisha Sherrock 
and Mike Mitchell. She made 
the Basketball All-District 
team in 2024 and 2025. She 
was also on the All-District 
team in 2026. Mitchell was 
named Basketball All-Aca-
demic in 2026. She is a mem-
ber of the 500-Rebound Club. 
Mitchell plans to continue 
her basketball career at the 
collegiate level.

Chandler Rimmer is the 
son of Andy and Lindsay 
Morton. He has received the 
2026 All-Academic award. 
He is a member of the 2026 
All-Academic basketball 
team. He also plays basket-
ball and golf. Chandler plans 
to attend a four-year universi-
ty to study business and mar-
keting. He hopes to work as a 
day trader and entrepreneur 
upon graduation.

Read more about the 2026 
Carroll County Athletes of 
the Year at www.mckenzie-
banner.com.

Carroll County High School Athletes of the Year Class of 2026 (L to R) Front Row: 
Madison Holder, Charli Weatherford, Hailey Mitchell and Broox Bennett. Back 
Row: Seth Thomas, Ryan Toombs, Chandler Rimmer and Caleb Ezell. Not pictured: 
Addison Milam. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Ten Students Selected as 
County Athletes of the Year

Th e  Ca r ro l l  C o u n t y 
Commission meets Mon-
day, May 11, at 7 p.m. at the 
Carroll County Government 
Complex in Huntingdon. 
The board has a light agen-
da for the May session. In-
cluded on the county agen-
da are the following:

Resolution 5-01-2026 re-
appoints Brad Hurley and 
Rita Jones to the Carroll 
County Board of Zoning 
Appeals and Carroll County 
Regional Planning Commis-
sion. These terms will end 
in May 2030.

Resolution 5-02-2026 re-
appoints Barry Mac Mur-
phy, Dr. Jay Phipps, and 
Darrell Ridgely to the Car-
roll County Audit Commit-
tee. These terms will end in 
May 2030.

Resolution 5-03-2026 

- Resolution Authorizing 
the Carroll County Clerk to 
Enter into a Lease Agree-
ment with Memphis Com-
munications Corporation 
for a Quadient Mailing Sys-
tem. The proposal includes 
an IX-AF Digital Postage 
System, along with the as-
sociated features and ser-
vices necessary for County 
operations. The proposed 
agreement provides for a 
lease term of 63 months. 
The vendor offered a rebate 
to assist with the termina-
tion of the County’s existing 
lease agreement.

Resolution 5-04-2026 
would adjust the waste tire 
tipping fees. The following 
fee schedule was recom-
mended by the Carroll 
County Solid Waste Com-
mittee based on tire rim size 

and tire mounted on rims, 
as indicated: Car Tires — $6 
(tire off rim) / $10 (tire on 
rim). Light Truck — $6 (tire 
off rim) / $10 (tire on rim). 
Semi-Truck — $25 (tire off 
rim) / $50 (tire on rim). Im-
plement/Agriculture  — $1/
inch rim size (tire off rim) 
/ $2/inch rim size (tire on 
rim). Motorcycle — $6 (tire 
off rim) / $10 (tire on rim). 
Super Single Truck — $35 
(tire off rim) / $70 (tire on 
rim). Loader — $30 (tire 
off rim) / $60 (tire on rim). 
Earthmover tires are $25 
a ton.

If any citizen is interest-
ed in addressing the Coun-
ty Commission, they are 
welcome to sign up for the 
citizens’ forum prior to the 
meeting.

County Likely to Increase Tire Disposal Fee

C A R R O L L  C O U N T Y 
— Commuters traveling 
between McKenzie and 
Huntingdon can expect a 
smoother ride by summer’s 
end, as the Tennessee De-
partment of Transportation 
(TDOT) has a major resur-
facing initiative along State 
Route 22.

The project, which began 
recently, aims to revitalize 
a critical transit artery in 
Carroll County. Stretching 
from the southern edge 
of McKenzie toward the 
Huntingdon city limits, the 
work focuses on a compre-
hensive “mill and pave” pro-
cess designed to erase years 
of wear and tear, potholes, 
and weathering. Construc-
tion crews literally remove 
the top layer of the existing 
pavement, reheat it, and 

reapply it in a single pass. 
Replacing the top layer of 
asphalt now prevents much 
more expensive sub-surface 
repairs down the road.

Crews are currently ac-
tive in several zones. While 
the project is essential for 
long-term road safety, it has 
brought the familiar sight of 
orange barrels and flaggers 
to the daily commute.

• Lane Closures: Motor-
ists should prepare for inter-
mittent daytime and night-
time lane closures. Traffic is 
being reduced to one lane 
in active work zones, often 
controlled by flaggers or 
temporary signals.

• Intersection Improve-
ments : Beyond simple 
paving, the project includes 
specific upgrades at key 
junctions. Notably, inter-

section improvements at 
Clyde Road and Lexington 
Street near the Huntingdon 
Industrial Park are under-
way to enhance safety for 
heavy truck traffic entering 
and exiting local facilities 
like Dynamix Casting Fluxes.

The SR-22 project is 
part of a larger $30 million 
regional infrastructure in-
vestment by TDOT for the 
2026 season. It coincides 
with ongoing work on US-
79 (SR-76) and resurfacing 
efforts on US-70 (SR-1) near 
Huntingdon Square.

Local law enforcement 
has increased patrols in the 
construction zones to en-
sure compliance with re-
duced speed limits. Drivers 
are urged to eliminate dis-
tractions, expect delays and 
watch for workers.

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (May 1) — 
MJ’s Mercantile at 25 Hen-
derson Drive celebrated its 
one-year anniversary Fri-
day with an open house and 
ribbon-cutting.

The curated vendor mall is 
owned by Lee Anne Teague 
and houses 36 vendors and 
consigners.

Teague told The Banner 
the business is named after 
Mama Jean, the grandmother 
who raised her.

Besides room after room 
of artwork, antiquities and 
other treasures, she said MJ’s 
offers classes such as paint-
ing, candlemaking and soap-
making and hosts meetings 
for small groups. The mall 
also holds Facebook Live 
sales every other Thursday 
and will soon add Whatnot 
live sales.

MJ’s also provides in-home 
consignment sale services, 
such as for estates.

Friday’s ribbon-cutting 
was sponsored by the McK-

enzie Chamber of Com-
merce. Refreshments were 
available for the all-day open 
house, and special sales con-
tinued through the weekend.

Teague is a Kentucky na-
tive who attended Bethel 
College and since then has 
lived in Paris, where she also 
owns 38242 Vintage Mall. 
The two malls share a staff 
of five employees.

MJ’s Mercantile is open 
Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sun-
day from noon until 5 p.m.

 A massive convoy of road construction equipment works to ‘mill and pave’ State 
Route 22. 

TDOT Mills, Paves State Route 22 

 SMOOTH SAILING AHEAD

The McKenzie Chamber of Commerce sponsored a ribbon-cutting during the open 
house at MJ’s Mercantile Friday. Owner Lee Anne Teague cuts the ribbon, joined 
by community and business leaders. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

MJ’s Mercantile Hosts Open House, Ribbon-Cutting
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bridge the communication 
gap between the utility and 
its customers.

The new interface, pro-
vided by Murray, Ken-
tucky-based Hometown 
Grid, marks a significant 
shift in how the depart-
m e n t  h a n d l e s  s e r v i c e 
interruptions.

A  New Way to Report
The centerpiece of the 

upgrade is a streamlined 
reporting system. Custom-
ers experiencing an outage 
can now report it instantly 
via phone or text message.

Reporting Number: 
1-888-507-8284

Text Capabilities: Cus-
tomers can simply text the 
number to alert the depart-
ment of a blackout.

Online Access: The inter-
face is also live on the de-
partment’s website. It shows 
near-real-time outages and 
updates the screen with the 
location and total number 
of outages. During Monday, 
April 27’s windstorm, the 
outage map helped custom-
ers stay apprised of outage 
locations.  Approximate-
ly 1,000 customers were 
temporarily without power 
during the day.

Office Manager Kel-
ly Fields emphasized that 
the system isn’t just for 
taking reports—it’s for fol-
low-through. Once crews 
restore power, the system 

will automatically notify the 
customer to confirm that 
their electricity is actually 
back on. This “closed-loop” 
communication ensures 
that individual service issues 
aren’t missed after a main 
line is repaired.

“It ’s Not Spam”
During the meeting, 

board members and staff 
discussed the challenges 
posed by modern caller 
ID. Because the automated 
system uses an 888-prefix, 
officials are concerned that 
some residents might ignore 
the calls or texts, thinking 
they are telemarketers.

“Our guys can call back 
in the field to show that 
number,” Fields explained. 
She urged property owners 
to save the 1-888-507-8284 
number in their contacts to 
ensure they receive vital up-
dates regarding their utility 
service.

The transition to Home-
town Grid’s platform also 
provides the department’s 
linemen with better data. 
Ryan Drewry noted that the 
system had already been 
“in action” during recent 
service calls, providing more 
“knowledge” to both the staff 
and the public.

“How we do business will 
be a little bit different,” Dre-
wry told the board. “It will be 
more engaging and improve 
the communication coming 
in and going out. The guys 
are excited about it.”

For those who may have 
missed the online launch, 
the department plans to 
include the new contact in-

formation on “mail backers” 
(bill inserts) in the coming 
month.

The Board also approved 
a change order for the con-
struction of the new sub-
station in the Leach Com-
munity, in the 1000-acre 
lake area. Consultant Scott 
Burlison said that 7,000 
cubic yards of additional 
earthwork needs to be re-
moved and replaced with 
more compactable soil. So, 
equipment will be arriving 
at the site. Burlison said he 
hopes the substation will be 
completed before the end 
of 2026.

The board was notified 
that the Tennessee Gener-
al Assembly approved the 
Chase Carlton Act. Carlton 
was a lineman for Carroll 
County who died in an 
accident during a major 
rainstorm. The legislation 
provides $50,000 for each 
of the five years to the family 
of a lineman killed in the 
line of duty. The legislation 
was passed unanimously 
through the necessary com-
mittees and unanimously in 
both chambers of the leg-
islature. Carlton’s widow, 
Samantha, championed the 
legislation.  Carroll County 
Electric employees held a 
memorial on the one-year 
anniversary of Carlton’s 
death.

The board concluded the 
meeting by approving the 
March vouchers. The Carroll 
County Electric Department 
Board of Directors is sched-
uled to meet again on May 
28, 2026.

Electric
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“By going with Repub-
lic, our rate will not have to 
change for a year,” Hunting-
don Mayor Chad Edwards 
said. 

With Tuesday night’s vote, 
there will be a 60-day window 
of time to make the transition 
from Waste Management to 
Republic Services.

Republic Services’ Todd 
Chamberlain said Republic 
Services will follow a com-
munications plan aligned 
with town guidance, using 
local media, newspaper, ra-
dio and social media to keep 
residents in the know. 

He expects to coordinate 
with Waste Management 
during their last week of col-
lection. Republic vehicles will 
follow as Waste Management 
empties and removes their 
trash cans from residents’ 
properties. Republic vehi-
cles will then drop new trash 
cans behind them so there 
is no interruption between 
services.

The council gave final 
approval to Ordinance No. 
656, establishing rules for 
the installation, maintenance 
and usage of grinder pump 
systems in areas where grav-
ity-flow sewer connections 
aren’t possible due to eleva-
tion or other obstacles.

The town will continue 
to provide maintenance of 
grinder pump units installed 
prior to June 2023 if needed, 
if the maintenance is created 
by normal wear and deterio-
ration of the grinder pump 
unit, but property owners will 
be billed for the cost of parts 
for maintenance. The town’s 

fiscal responsibility ends if 
the property is sold. 

For all new construction, 
property owners and devel-
opers will be charged full cost 
for grinder pumps and asso-
ciated electrical installation 
and operation expenses. 

For new residential subdi-
vision development, the de-
veloper or subsequent con-
tractor will pay for electrical 
equipment needed as speci-
fied by the Town of Hunting-
don and for the initial cost of 
the grinder pump unit and 
the service lines to the prop-
erty. The property owner will 
assume the  costs of electrical 
service upon operation.

The ordinance gives the 
town the right to access 
grinder pump systems on pri-
vate property for inspections, 
repairs and emergencies. 

It provides a list of prohib-
ited uses, including disposal 
of toxic household substanc-
es, discharge of pet hair or 
lint, disposal of grease and 
wipes into the grinder pump 
system. 

Property owners who fail 
to properly maintain their 
systems and cause a sewage 
overflow can be held liable 
for all cleanup, repair and 
regulatory fines.

The council also approved 
Resolution No. 026-05, for-
mally calling the November 3, 
2026, municipal election for 
three at-large council seats.

Council seats held by John 
Sanders, Andrew Maddox 
and Kelly Eubanks are on 
the ballot this fall. Candidates 
must file a petition of nomi-
nation signed by at least 25 
qualified electors with the 
Carroll County Election 
Commission by noon on Au-
gust 20, 2026, to be placed on 
the ballot for these seats.

The council awarded a bid 

for two new rooftop HVAC 
units at The Dixie Carter 
Performing Arts Center to 
Tim Ferguson Plumbing, Air, 
Electric in Jackson, Tenn. Five 
firms submitted bids, with 
Ferguson’s bid of $16,954.00 
being the lowest.

The council approved two 
purchases for the Hunting-
don Street Department: a 
Bush Hog 4110 single flex-
wing rotary cutter, priced at 
$21,750 from B&G Equip-
ment, and a 2026 Freight-
liner Tandem Truck, priced 
at $180,435.00 under TAG 
Truck Center of Jackson un-
der a Sourcewell contract.

The council approved two 
water bill adjustments. Before 
adjustment, the two water 
bills were priced at $1,404.12 
(due to a water leak) and 
$1,897.21 (due to a busted 
pipe). Both bills were reduced 
to $250 under a precedent set 
at previous meetings.

In other business, the 
council approved a purchase 
of $47,199.80 for fire depart-
ment gear. Included items 
were four 3M Scott Air-Paks, 
eight carbon-wrapped snap-
change cylinders, 19 AV3000 
HT facepieces with Kevlar 
lining and four-strap harness-
es and 24 SCBA mask bags.

The purchases were fund-
ed by the State of Tennessee 
2026 Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Grant.

Mayor Edwards also read 
a Purple UP! proclamation, 
recognizing April 15 as Mili-
tary Children Day. He noted 
that the Huntingdon High 
School Fillies basketball team 
received the Pinnacle of Ex-
cellence Award on April 26.

Huntingdon’s next coun-
cil meeting is Tuesday, May 
26, in the council room of 
Huntingdon City Hall at 5:15 
p.m.

Trash
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Supreme Court in early 2024, 
emphasized that administra-
tive work is a significant, if 
often unseen, part of a jus-
tice’s role.

“A large part of our job is 
writing opinions and doing 
legal work,” Wagner said. 
“But a huge component of it 
that I think goes unnoticed 
and that I’m really enjoying is 
the administrative part. That 
is getting to work with all the 
different courts and clerks on 
the various commissions.”

The tour continues a tra-
dition established by the late 
Judge John Everett Williams, 
who frequently invited ap-
pellate and Supreme Court 
jurists to the district to meet 
the people working “where 
the rubber meets the road,” 
according to Hixson.

Hixson, currently a judge 

on the Tennessee Court of 
Criminal Appeals, was ap-
pointed by Gov. Bill Lee to 
join the Supreme Court on 
July 1. He will fill the vacancy 
created by the retirement of 
Justice Holly Kirby.

During a session in the 
Carroll County Chancery 
Courtroom, the justices dis-
cussed several statewide 
initiatives, including a new 
court management system. 
The project, which received 
funding from the General 
Assembly last session, will 
introduce statewide e-filing 
and a uniform case manage-
ment system. Wagner noted 
that while e-filing is primarily 
focused on circuit courts, of-
ficials hope it may eventually 
expand to general sessions.

The justices also ad-
dressed the creation of the 
Office of Appointed Counsel 
Commission (ACC), which 
aims to manage the appoint-
ment of defense attorneys 
and address shortages in ru-
ral areas. The commission 

is currently piloting a new 
computer system in the 8th 
Judicial District to streamline 
payments and appointments 
for indigent defense.

Circuit Judge Brent Brad-
berry, who helped organize 
the visit, noted that Supreme 
Court Rule 11 assigns a cir-
cuit justice to every district 
to oversee the “wheels of 
justice” and ensure dockets 
move efficiently. He called 
the local meeting a mean-
ingful opportunity for clerks 
who rarely interact with 
the state’s highest-ranking 
judges.

The afternoon schedule 
included stops in Henry and 
Benton counties. Hixson 
described the 24th District 
as a “beautiful district” and 
expressed the importance 
of connecting with trial 
courts. “We know where the 
real work is taking place,” 
Hixson said. “The boots on 
the ground type stuff is in 
courtrooms like this across 
the state.”

Tour
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Blackburn. Supporters frame 
the redistricting push as a 
necessary step to “cement 
the America First agenda” by 
securing an all-Republican 
congressional delegation for 
the state.

The legislature last redrew 
the state’s lines in 2022, a 
process that split Nashville 
into three separate districts, 
successfully flipping the 5th 
District to Republican con-
trol and leaving Tennessee 
with an 8-1 GOP advantage.

U.S. Senator Marsha Black-
burn (R-TN), a candidate for 
Governor, said, “I urge the 
state legislature to recon-
vene to redistrict another 
Republican seat in Memphis. 
It’s essential to cement Presi-
dent Trump’s agenda and the 
Golden Age of America. I’ve 
vowed to keep Tennessee a 
red state, and as Governor, I’ll 
do everything I can to make 
this map a reality.”

This new, mid-decade ef-
fort targets the 9th District, a 
majority-minority seat cur-
rently held by Representative 
Steve Cohen (D-Memphis). 
If successful, the proposed 
maps would likely carve the 
Memphis metro area into 
multiple Republican-lean-
ing rural districts, potentially 
leaving Tennessee without a 
single Democratic represen-
tative in Washington for the 
first time in modern history.

Critics claim this is an ef-
fort by legislators to choose 
the voters,  rather than 
the voters choosing the 
legislators.

The timing of the session 
is particularly contentious, 
coinciding with local primary 
elections in Shelby County. 
Democrats have decried the 
move as a “light the Voting 
Rights Act on fire” moment.

“By again bending the 
knee to a president desper-
ate for help, our governor is 
abusing his power to try and 
rig elections and silence the 
voice of Tennesseans,” said 
State Representative John 

Ray Clemmons, chairman 
of the House Democratic 
Caucus.

Republicans argue that a 
recent April 2026 Supreme 
Court ruling in Louisiana v. 
Callais—which weakened 
certain protections under the 
Voting Rights Act—provides 
the legal opening to redraw 
the map without the previous 
constraints regarding major-
ity-minority districts.

Key Deadlin es for the 
November 2026 Election
Because the special ses-

sion is redrawing districts 
just months before the elec-
tion, the legislature is expect-
ed to adjust several adminis-
trative deadlines. 

Here are the emails of the 
representatives for Carroll 
County:

State Senator John Stevens 
sen.john.stevens@capitol.
tn.gov

Representative Brock Mar-
tin rep.brock.martin@capitol.
tn.gov

Representative Tandy Dar-
by rep.tandy.darby@capitol.
tn.gov

Redraw
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McKENZIE — Bethel 
University will honor 343 
graduates during its Spring 
Commencement ceremo-
ny on Saturday, May 9, at 
the Rosemary and Harry L. 
Crisp II Arena. The program 
begins at 10 a.m.

The ceremony marks a 
significant milestone for the 
university as it celebrates 
students from the College 
of Arts & Sciences, the Col-
lege of Professional Studies, 
and the College of Health 
Sciences.

This year’s commence-
ment address will be deliv-
ered by a familiar face to the 
Carroll County and Bethel 
community: Walter Butler.

Butler, who served as 
Bethel’s president until his 
retirement in late 2023, 
returns to the podium as 
President Emeritus. His sto-
ried career in public service 
spans decades, including 
16 years as Carroll Coun-
ty Trustee and a tenure 
as Carroll County Mayor. 
On the state level, Butler 
served as Commissioner of 
Personnel and State Parks 
under Governor Don Sund-
quist, cementing a legacy of 
leadership that transitioned 
from the courthouse to the 
state capitol, to the univer-
sity’s business office, and 
then on to the university’s 
executive office.

Clas s of 2026
By the Numbers

• College of Arts & Sci-
ences: 151 graduates, the 
majority of whom (92) are 
receiving Bachelor of Sci-
ence degrees.

• College of Profession-
al Studies: 82 graduates 
will receive degrees, includ-
ing 65 Bachelor of Science 
candidates.

• College of Health Sci-
ences: 63 graduates will en-
ter the workforce, including 
50 candidates for the Master 
of Science in Physician As-
sistant Studies (MSPAS) and 
13 Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing (BSN) recipients.

• Graduate Programs: 
47 advanced degrees will 
be conferred, including 32 
Master of Business Admin-
istration (MBA).

 The event will be presided 
over by current Bethel Pres-
ident Perry Moulds, PhD, 
who will officially confer 
the degrees. The ceremony 
will open with an invoca-
tion by Rev. Anne Hames, 
DMin, and will feature the 
presentation of candidates 
by Joseph R. Hames, MD.

Fo l l o w i n g  t h e  c o m -
mencement address and 
the conferring of degrees, C. 
Scott Shepherd, DWS, will 
lead the graduates in the 
university’s Alma Mater be-
fore a final benediction clos-
es the morning’s festivities.

University officials en-
courage guests to arrive ear-
ly, as seating in the Crisp 
Arena is expected to fill 
quickly for the 10 a.m. start. 
For those unable to attend 
in person, the university 
traditionally provides a dig-
ital stream of the event to 
celebrate the achievements 
of the Class of 2026.

 About Bethel University
Bethel University, located 

in McKenzie, Tennessee, is a 
Christian institution com-
mitted to academic excel-
lence and personal growth. 
Offering a diverse range of 
undergraduate, graduate, 
and professional programs, 
Bethel equips students to 
lead with purpose and im-
pact in their communities 
and beyond.

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

Unemployment rates in 
all but 10 Tennessee coun-
ties were higher in February 
2026 than they were a year 
before, according to Febru-
ary’s Labor Force Estimates 
released on April 23 by the 
Tennessee Department of 
Labor and Workforce De-
velopment. Of those ten, six 
counties’ rates decreased 
and four counties’ rates 
were unchanged.

Carroll, Henry and Weak-
ley counties each showed a 
0.6-percent-point increase 
in unemployment between 
February 2025 and Febru-
ary 2026. The tri-counties 
also experienced marginal 
unemployment growth be-
tween January and Febru-
ary 2026.

The Labor Force Es-
t i m a t e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t 
3 . 6 %  o f  Te n n e s s e e ’s 
3,405,018-member labor 
force was unemployed in 

February 2026. Tennessee’s 
rate fell 0.8 percent points 
below the national unem-
ployment rate of 4.4% in 
February.

Carroll County had an 
unemployment rate of 4.5% 
in February, which was a 
0.2-percent-point increase 
from January’s rate of 4.3% 
unemployment. Of Carroll 
County’s 12,376-person la-
bor force, 554 were unem-
ployed in February. 

In Henry County, 4.8% 
of the labor force popula-
tion was unemployed in 
February. This is a 0.5-per-
cent-point increase from 
January’s rate of 4.3%. Of 
Henry County’s 12,883-per-
son labor force, 623 were 
unemployed in February. 

Weakley County’s unem-
ployment rate increased 
by 0.4 percent points in 
February, earning an un-
employment rate of 4.3%. 
Weakley County’s January 
unemployment rate was 

3.9%. Of Henry County’s 
14,005-person labor force, 
600 were unemployed in 
February. 

Unemployment rates in-
creased in 87 of Tennes-
see’s 95 counties between 
January and February. Five 
counties’ unemployment 
rates were unchanged, and 
three counties’ unemploy-
ment rates decreased.

Counties with improved 
rates between Januar y 
and February 2026 were 
Decatur County (5.2% un-
employment in February; 
0.3-percent-point decrease 
from Januar y) ,  Mo ore 
County (3.5% unemploy-
ment in February; 0.2-per-
cent-point decrease from 
January) and Perry County 
(6.6% unemployment in 
February; 4.7-percent-point 
decrease from January).

While 79 counties had 
a rate of less than 5%, 16 
counties had unemploy-
ment rates between 5-10%.

Williamson, Macon and 
Cheatham counties had the 
lowest unemployment rate 
at 3%. Pickett County had 
the highest unemployment 
rate at 6.7%.

February Unemployment 
Rates Higher than in 2025

 Bethel University to Celebrate Class 
Of 2026 at Spring Commencement

 Walter Butler, president 
emeritus of Bethel, is the 
commencement speaker.
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THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

Don’t Do Just What’s Most Convenient

Mothers Spend Their Lives On The Front LineThings In My Head with Charles Manfredi
When I was nine years 

old Elvis Presley was the 
biggest thing in the uni-
verse. You could not turn 
on the radio without hear-
ing “Heartbreak Hotel” or 
“You Ain’t Nothin’ but a 
Hound Dog.” Everybody in 
the world was enthralled 
with him….

Except Mother. She didn’t 
like all the gyrating and 
hoopla. I don’t remember 
her ever saying it was the 
“Devil’s music” or anything 
like that. That was not her 
style. But I knew in my heart 
she’d rather us be listen-
ing to Hovie Lister and The 
Statesmen Quartet.

One of my friends had 
an Elvis pink and black 
(his favorite colors) bucket 
hat that was oh, so “cool.” I 
begged Mom for one. If you 
had just an inkling of the El-
vis craze, you’d understand 
how quickly they sold out in 
our little town.

Mom drove all the way to 
Paris, Tennessee, and paid a 
ridiculous sum just to satisfy 
my selfish request. I was a 
happy little boy on the ride 
over there and back for sure. 
’Course, I don’t have one 
remembrance of that hat 
after we got home.   

But I still think about 
that ride today. And it’s not 
about me and Elvis any-
more. It’s about a Mother 
who loved a child so much 
she went against her better 
judgment, and spent money 
she could ill afford to fritter 
away, so a foolish son could 
have what he wanted.

In the words of a famous 
Statler Brothers’ song, “And 
that’s only the beginning of 
the things I could tell you” 
about Sarah Ophelia Ken-
nedy Colbert.       

I once thought she wasn’t 
very smart. It was the ole 
apple pie trick. You remem-
ber this one. I’d eat my slice 
of dessert just as fast as I 
could, then look up with the 
saddest eyes I could muster, 
and say to nobody in partic-
ular, “I’m still a little hungry.”

Mom would quickly de-
clare she was “full as she 
could be” and slide her 
piece of pie over to me. 
She “fell” for that simple 
ploy day in and day out for 
years…and years.

But don’t think always 
sugar and spice. She had a 
hard side! Mom made me 
take back the 15-cent spy-
glass I stole from the Ben 
Franklin Store. And apolo-
gize to the owner. And every 
single worker in the place. 
And a couple of ladies that 
came in off the street to buy 
some yarn.

It embarrassed me so 
much I never took anything 
else in my life that didn’t 
belong to me.

She could be as strange 
as all get-out at times. I was 
running pell-mell down 
the gravel road beside our 
house when I lost my bal-
ance. My body somehow 
got to outracing my feet. 
I slid down that road on 
my hands and knees past 
two vacant lots and an Al-
lis-Chalmers 60-inch All-
Crop Harvester.

I was screaming loud 
enough to wake the dead 
when Mom grabbed me up 
and sprinted back to the 
house. She had me standing 
on the coffee table and was 
picking out the little shards 
of rock in my hands and 
knees with a pair of twee-
zers as she calmly tried to 
get me to hold still.

My six-year-old body 
couldn’t comply. I was 
writhing with pain. As this 
scene unfolded, I looked 
down and saw tears silently 
gliding down Mother’s face. 
WHAT! I was the one bleed-
ing here. Not her!

You can bet I will hold 
that picture in my heart 
forever. But I see it a little 
differently now.

She would read those 
Childcraft books to me in 
bed at night until both of 
us fell asleep. When we 
could not afford a pair of 
real cleats for my first Little 

League season, she started 
selling Avon. She was the 
Den Mother when I was a 
Cub Scout.

She took us to church ev-
ery time the doors opened 
whether we wanted to go or 
not. We had “dress clothes” 
just for Sunday. With so 
much Niagara Starch in 
them you couldn’t bend 
over without breaking. We 
wore Buster Brown shoes 
that felt like concrete blocks 
tied around our feet.  

I wear “Sunday clothes” 
to this day even though the 
dress codes have relaxed…
out of respect for her.

Do you know she “waited 
up” for me when I started 
dating and going out. I kid 
you not! It didn’t matter how 
late I came in. She might be 
in bed. But not asleep. She’d 
come down that hall in her 
gown to hug my neck and 
ask how the night went. Ev-
ery single time!

Everywhere I go these 
days people tell me how 
LUCKY I was to marry 
Cathy. It’s like a universal 
mandate. Let me set the 
record straight on that. In 
October, November, and 
December, before I was 
born in January of 1947, 
Mother was on her knees 
in that little upstairs apart-
ment on West Cherry Street, 
across from Bethel College, 
praying for the child she was 
carrying.

She was praying for a 
healthy birth, that this child 
would, at the appropriate 
time, surrender his/her life 
to Jesus Christ, and when 
it came time for him/her 
to find a spouse, that God 
would provide the perfect 
one.

Let’s be absolutely clear, 
LUCK didn’t have nothing 
to do with the wife I have.

But a humble, faithful, 
wonderful, loving Mother 
sure did….

Happy Mother’s Day,
Kes

kesley45@aol.com

It  wa s  j u st  o n e  b r i e f 
scene from our marriage 
of ten thousand scenes, 
but it  was one that had 
the power of the burning 
of Atlanta scene in “Gone 
With the Wind.”

Walking into the kitchen, 
I bent down to throw some 
trash into the trashcan. 
Noticing the can was full, 
I released the sides of the 
plastic bag from the can 
and pulled the drawstring.

S t a n d i n g  a  f e w  f e e t 
from me, cooking supper, 
Brenda said, “What’re you 
doing?”

Like a burglar caught in 
the beam of a spotlight, I 
froze and turned into an 
eight-year-old child and 
think I’m in trouble.

Still bent over with my 
hands on the trash bag, I 
looked at Brenda and cau-
tiously replied, “I’m taking 
out the trash?”

A satisfied smile spread 
across her face.

“How nice,” she said. “I 
think that’s the first time 
you’ve ever taken out the 
t ra s h  w i t h o u t  m e  a s k-
ing you to. Thank you so 
much.”

And she gave me a kiss.
At that point, I was more 

confused than ever. But I 
was smart enough to not 
say anything stupid and 
spoil a good moment.

Lifting the plastic bag 
from the can, I proceed-
ed out of the house and 
walked to the garbage can.

O n the  way,  I  aske d 
myself ,  “Who would’ve 
thought  taking out  the 
trash, without being asked, 
could make a positive dif-
ference in a marriage?”

The more I reflected, the 
more I realized there must 
have been dozens of times 
(maybe hundreds?) that I 
saw the trash can needed 
emptying, but I did noth-
ing about it. I knew Brenda 
would take it out, so why 
should I?

What I hadn’t realized 
was that  each of  those 
times I noticed the over-

flowing trashcan it was an 
opportunity for marriage 
building—if  only  I  had 
chosen to have a servant’s 
heart.

I’m reminded of anoth-
er  home where  pe ople 
avoided the opportunity to 
serve. It was a gathering of 
close friends, one of whom 
was hours from death.

It had been a busy and 
eventful week. No doubt 
everyone was tired as eve-
ning began to fall. Jesus 
and his twelve disciples 
slowly f i led into a bor-
row e d  ro o m  o n  F r i d ay 
evening to obser ve the 
Passover.

As everyone reclined on 
one elbow around the low 
table, the meal was set be-
fore them. Thinking only 
of their personal hunger 
and fatigue, each disciple 
began filling his belly.

The one thing no one 
did was take out the trash. 
Well, not exactly, but that’s 
the way I see it in my life.

What none of the disci-
ples did was take the time 
to serve his friends by ob-
serving the local custom of 
washing a weary traveler’s 
feet. I don’t believe they 
forgot about it or that they 
didn’t  notice how dirty 
ever yone’s  fe et  were.  I 
think they just didn’t want 
to bother. They thought, 
“Someone else will do it.”

What they did not ex-
pect was that the “some-
one” would end up being 
Jesus.

The Bible tells us, “Jesus 
knew that the Father had 
put all things under his 
power,  and that he had 
come from God and was 
returning to God; so he 
got up from the meal, took 
off his outer clothing, and 
wrapped a towel around 
his waist.  After that,  he 
poured water into a ba-
sin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet, drying them 
with the towel that was 
wrapped around him.”

What Jesus did was the 
o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  n o  o n e 

else wanted to do—wash 
a bunch of men’s dirty, 
smelly feet.

Embarrassed, ashamed, 
chagrined, humiliated—
these were the emotions 
that began to fill the room 
as Jesus moved from one 
disciple to the next. 

The emotionally charged 
room became so thick Pe-
ter couldn’t stand it. He 
tried to cover his mistake 
by engaging in hyperbole 
with Jesus. It only took Je-
sus a handful of words to 
put Peter in his place.

But listen carefully to 
w h a t  Je s u s  s a i d  t o  h i s 
friends after he finished 
and returned to his place 
among them at the table.

First, as he often did, he 
asked a rhetorical ques-
tion, “Do you understand 
what I have done for you?”

These men had been 
with Jesus long enough, 
heard him banter  with 
the scribes and Pharisees 
enough times, to know not 
to give the obvious answer, 
“Washed our feet.”

After the pregnant pause 
following his question, Je-
sus told them, “I have set 
you an example that you 
should do as I have done 
for you.”

Ever hear the expres-
sion, “I’d rather see a ser-
mon than hear one?” Well, 
that’s what Jesus had done.

Think for a moment how 
your marriage would be 
transformed if you took on 
the attitude and actions of 
Jesus. What if you looked 
around your house at the 
things no one else really 
wants to do and you start-
ed doing them?

What might happen if 
you first served the mem-
bers of your family, rather 
than yourself?

And what if your exam-
ple inspired the rest  of 
your family to behave the 
same way?

Give it a try.  
What have you got to 

lose?

Without newspapers, where would you search to
find the information on this page?
We do the legwork to keep you informed.

Call 731.352.3323
BANNER
THETHE

BY SHEILA WILLIS
McKENZIE — The spring 

season at Lakeside Senior 
Living kicked off with a 
heartwarming display of 
intergenerational support 
as students from McKen-
zie High School spent an 
afternoon volunteering for 
community service hours 
on April 1. The youth group 
assisted in cleaning the fa-
cility’s bus, leading exercise 
sessions, and hosting a spir-
ited round of BINGO for the 
residents.

The Easter holiday fol-
lowed closely with festive 
games organized by Becky 
Yates of Cherrywood Post 
Acute and Sabrina Young 
with Caris. The celebrations 
culminated in a family-ori-
ented Sunday featuring a 
special class led by Mrs. Jan 
Creasey and a holiday feast 
prepared by the Lakeside 
kitchen crew.

Highlighting the facility’s 
reliance on local support, 
Lakeside recently held its 
annual Volunteer Appre-
ciation Program under the 
theme “It’s as Easy as Pie to 

Say Thank You.” The event 
featured a diverse “Pie Buf-
fet” crafted by residents, in-
cluding Oreo, Turtle, and 
Strawberry Cheesecake. 
Director Cris Stafford pre-
sented gifts to the dedicated 
volunteers, and Bro. Chance 
Steen of McKenzie Church 
of Christ closed the ceremo-
ny with a prayer.

Cultural activities re-
mained a staple this month, 
including a five-star-rated 
screening of “I Can Only 
Imagine 2” for National 
Caramel Popcorn Day and 
a performance by the in-
ternationally touring Leg-
acy Players. The Canadi-
an-based troupe performed 
a series of mini-skits and 
songs, a tradition they main-
tain during their bi-annual 
workshops at Bethel.

Lakeside residents also 
maintained an active pres-
ence in the broader commu-
nity. Outings included the 
Hometown Clinic Breakfast 
Club, senior dances at the 
Civic Center in Huntingdon, 
and a local fundraiser at 
Macedonia Community. 
Notably, residents attend-

ed the Henry County Se-
nior Health Fair in Paris for 
the first time, where they 
were greeted with hospital-
ity and a variety of vendor 
demonstrations.

Lakeside royalty also 
took center stage as Sweet-
heart King Clark Brown and 
Queen Sue Smith represent-
ed the facility in the World’s 
Biggest Fish Fry parade. 
Supported by volunteer 
Richard Ozment, the pair 
greeted onlookers from a 
decorated truck before en-
joying a celebratory lunch.

In personal milestones, 
the community celebrat-
ed the birthdays of Trudy 
Bateman, Lance Kee, Peggy 
Cole, and Nancy Page. How-
ever, the month also held 
moments of reflection as 
the community bid farewell 
to Kathy Cook and Margie 
Gibson.

“Volunteers don’t get 
paid, not because they’re 
worthless, but because 
they’re priceless,” noted 
Sherry Anderson, a sen-
timent that continues to 
define the spirit of Lake-
side Senior Living as they 
look forward to the summer 
months ahead.

Living at Lakeside News
Residents at Lakeside participated in the creation of a pie buffet.
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Stones For Your Loved Ones
Largest Display of Memorials in W. Tennessee

“GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES”

Henry County Monument Works
1203 S. Dunlap St., Paris, Tenn.  38242

THE TRAVIS FAMILY • Serving this area since 1924
731-642-2885 • www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

Honoring
 a Lifetime

A1
00

/T
F

When you’re ready, we’re here.
No letters, no agents.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45

Greenfield, TN 38230

Traditional & Custom Headstones
 Etchings • Benches • Pet Markers 
Cremation Memorials • And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Our funeral plans have the protection by the 
State of Tennessee through Tennessee 

Pre-Paid Funeral Benefi ts Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222

Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811
A5091/TF

Our funerarallll lllplplananss hhhhahaveve ttthhhhehe pprorotetecction by the

BRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME

All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE
731-642-7171

A4
36

5/1
8-1

A GREAT AWAKENING (PG-13)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

ANIMAL FARM (PG)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

MICHAEL (PG-13)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

PROJECT HAIL MARY (PG-13)

Tues.  7:20
Wed.  7:20
Thurs.  7:20

THE SUPER MARIO
GALAXY MOVIE (PG)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

THE DEVIL WEARS
PRADA 2 (PG-13)

Tues.  7:35
Wed.  7:35
Thurs.  7:35

JOYCE PRITCHARD 
SELLERS

1936 — 2026
McKENZIE — Funer-

al services for Mrs. Joyce 
P r i c h a rd  S e l l e r s  w e re 
on Friday, May 1, 2026, 
at McKenzie Church of 
Christ. Interment was at 
Everett’s Chapel Cemetery.

Mrs. Sellers, 90, died 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026, 
at her residence. She was 
born in Waverly, Tenn., 
on March 5, 1936, to Fred 
and Mabel Reeves Prich-
ard. She was a member of 
McKenzie Church of Christ 
for over 70 years and was 
a lifetime seamstress for 
multiple local factories, in-
cluding Carhartt, Oshkosh, 
The Pajama Factory, and 
Wen-Sue.

She is survived by her 
children, Dennis (Linda) 
Sellers and Teresa (Ron-
nie) Smith, both of McK-
enzie; a brother, Wayne 
Prichard of McLemores-
ville; three grandchildren, 
Brandon (Ashley) Sellers, 
Kelsey (Kyle) Seavers, and 
Hunter Smith, all of McK-
enzie; and five great-grand-
children, Sophie, Baylor, 
and Decker Sellers and 
Kase and Kohen Seavers.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; her hus-
band of 64 years, James 
Sellers; and three broth-
ers, Joe David Prichard, 
Mac Prichard, and James 
Prichard.

For additional informa-
tion, please get in touch 
with Brummitt-McKenzie 
Funeral Home at 731-352-
4848 or visit brummitt-
mckenziefuneralhome.
com. +

JANET SUE 
MATHENY

1943 — 2026
McKENZIE — A me-

morial service for Janet 
Sue Matheny was Sat-
urday, May 2,  2026, at 
1 p.m. at Long Heights 
Baptist Church. The fam-
ily received friends at the 
church on Saturday, 11 
a.m.-1 p.m.

Mrs. Matheny, 83, died 
at Jackson Madison Co. 
General Hospital on Fri-
day, April 24, 2026. She 
was born in Ft. Wayne, 
Ind., on January 22, 1943, 

to Frederick and Katherine 
Travis Heminger.

She is survived by her 
children, Charlotte (Jer-
ry) Burcham of McKen-
zie, Curtis (Cindy) Jones 
of Milan, Eric Matheny 
of McKenzie, and Terri 
Matheny of Oklahoma ; 
one sister, Sharon Rose 
of Uniondale, Ind.; nine 
grandchildren,  Brandi 
(Dennis) Adkins, Stacy 
(Jacob) Harwell, Courtney 
Jones, Ryan (Yaritze) Jones, 
Brittany King, Meagan Wil-
liamson, Sara Matheny, 
Madison Pyle, and Lind-
sey Richardson; and 21 
great-grandchildren.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; her hus-
band, Leroy Mathney; her 
sister, Doris Smith; her 
brothers, Richard Stras-
burg, Donald Strasburg, 
R o g e r  S t r a s b u r g ,  a n d 
Ernest Strasburg; and a 
granddaughter,  Shelby 
Barksdale.

For additional informa-
tion, please contact Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral 
Home at 731-352-4848 or 
visit brummittmckenziefu-
neralhome.com.

CHRIS HONAKER
1962 — 2026

TREZEVANT — Funer-
al services for Chris W. 
Honaker were Sunday, May 
3, 2026, at Brummitt-McK-
enzie Funeral Home.

Mr. Honaker, 64, died 
Monday, April 27, 2026, at 
Centennial Medical Cen-
ter. He was born in McKen-
zie on February 28, 1962, 
to Charles Honaker and 
Joyce Watson Summers. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Christy Stout Honaker 
of Trezevant ; two sons, 
Robert (Brittany) Honaker 
of Trezevant, and Tyler 
Giles of Murfreesboro; a 
daughter, Caitlin (Con-
ner) Allen of Milan; two 
brothers, Daniel Smilack of 
Trezevant and Ron Radish 
of Allen Town, Pa.; and two 
grandchildren.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents and brother, 
Paul Honaker.

RICHARD 
STEPHENS

1950 — 2026
GLEASON — Richard 

Dale Stephens, 75, of Glea-
son, died on April 29, 2026. 
He will have a graveside me-

morial service announced 
at a later date and time.

Mr. Stephens is survived 
by two children, Nicole 
(Paul) Pace of Gleason, 
and Kendall Stephens of 
Knoxville. He is also sur-
vived by his two brothers, 
Donald (Tuva) Stephens 
of McKenzie, and Terry 
(Lisa) Stephens of Glea-
son. He leaves behind his 
grandson, Max Pace; and 
niece, Matracia (Mitch) 
Roberts.  Mr. Stephens was 
preceded in death by his 
wife, Terri Stephens; and 
parents, Wilson and Broo-
xie Stephens. 

Williams Funeral Home, 
Gleason.

THOMAS MATTHEW 
RIGGS

1982 — 2026
MURFREESBORO — Mr. 

Thomas “Tommy” Mat-
thew Riggs, 44, of Mur-
freesboro, died Tuesday, 
April 28, 2026, at his home.

A memorial service was 
Sunday.

M r.  R i g g s  w a s  b o r n 
January 6, 1982, in Paris, 
Tenn., to Billy Joe Riggs 
and Virginia Faye Nelson 
Pruitt. He was preceded 
in death by a grandchild, 
Xylah Hutch.

He is survived by his 
wife, Kessa Riggs; mother, 
Faye Pruitt, of Pensacola, 
Fla.; two daughters, Kaylee 
Riggs (Devontavius) of 
Jackson, and Karter Riggs 
of Smyrna, Tenn.; a son, 
Stone Riggs, of Smyrna, 
Tenn.; and a sister, Kim 
Pinner (John) of Hender-
son, Tenn.

TIMMIE RAY 
TAYLOR

1964 — 2026
HUNTINGDON — Mr. 

Timmie Ray Taylor, 61, of 
Huntingdon, died Tuesday 
April 28, 2026, at Cher-
r ywood Post  Acute  in 
McKenzie.

The family  re ceive d 
friends at Dilday-Carter 
Funeral Home on Monday 
May 4, 2026, 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.

Funeral Services were 
Monday, May 4, 2026, at 
Tennessee State Veter-
ans Cemetery at Parkers 
Crossroads. Dr. Lee Butler 
officiated.  

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home was in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
654 Main Street North
McKenzie, TN 38201 
731-352-7822

> edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

A3272/18-1

You talk. We listen.
In person.
Call to schedule a
one-on-one.

DR. VICKIE SUMMERS
Museum Executive Director

Through the years, my 
mother utilized the local 
Governor Gordon Brown-
ing Museum a lot.  She 
went mostly for the gene-
alogical research library. 
There was a huge body 
of information about lo-
cal family lines that kept 
growing with time, but 
also churches, schools, 
the census, cemeteries, 
and other things that the 
historian in her wanted 
to look up and read about 
as she took notes in her 
unreadable scrawl, in a 
leftover, dog-eared note-
book from the last school 
year. She would be on the 
hunt for all the bits and 
pieces of whatever she 
was interested in at the 
moment. 

I think her father cul-
tivated her natural bent 
toward history. It was a 
way of giving her a sort 
of relationship with her 
mother whom she lost as 
an infant. If she knew her 
mom’s history, and was 
exposed to her things, her 
mom was a presence that 
he could share. 

Momma’s diligence in-
stilled in me a healthy 
respect for happenings, 
events,  and especial ly 
people of the past. She 
made sure I would nat-
ural ly  know about  my 
forebears and their way 
of life, by telling me reg-
ularly about what they 
did, where they lived, and 
generally who they were. 
Pieces of furniture were 

named after their former 
owners. She would go to 
the courthouse and get 
copies of deeds and wills, 
and she would explain 
life effects of those doc-
uments that were signed 
and sealed so long ago. 
There was no choice but 
to have a natural affinity 
for history.

When I graduated from 
McKenzie High School in 
1974, I was given the “Out-
standing Proficiency in 
American History” award. 
I had literally had in my 
whole high school career, 
only one history class un-
der Barbara Boyd during 
maybe my sophomore 
year, or it could have been 
freshman year. I remem-
ber there being mostly 
older students from high-
er classes in there. I was 
that younger kid that kept 
quiet and did my work. I 
couldn’t for the life of me, 
figure out why in the world 
they gave me that award. 
What did I possibly do in 
that one class that made 
them think I should be 
recognized as a budding 
historian? At the time I 
thought I was probably just 
a good student that didn’t 
cause trouble, so they just 
picked something to give 
me. Who knew?

As I have come to this 
place in my life, know-
ing my mother will soon 
leave and take all that she 
knows with her, I have my 
mind on preserving all 
her many notes, pictures 
from all lines of our fami-
ly, and even her book that 
she compiled about her 

paternal Thomas family 
line. I think of how many 
questions I still have and 
how I should have writ-
ten more of the answers 
down along the way.  I 
think about how grateful 
I am to know more about 
who I  am because she 
showed me who they all 
were before. I think about 
how that high school his-
tory award was probably 
because of the ideas and 
attitudes she placed in-
side of me to grow over 
the years. 

Last Monday I brought 
that heavy l itt le metal 
and marble award to live 
on the shelf by my desk 
at the Governor Gordon 
Browning Museum to re-
mind me it really was for 
Momma all along. What-
ever impression I made in 
that long ago history class 
was because of her. I will 
do my best to live up to 
the honor it brings.

Musings from the Gordon Browning Museum 

SINGING AT ABUNDANT 
LIFE FAMILY WORSHIP 

CENTER
Ivan Parker will sing Sun-

day, May 31 at 6 p.m. at 
Abundant Life Family Wor-
ship Center, 4375 Highway 
70, Cedar Grove. Love offer-
ing will be taken.

SECOND ANNUAL 
McKENZIE ROTARY 

BOSTON BUTT SALE
Make sure to purchase 

your tickets to the annual 
McKenzie Rotary Boston 
Butt Sale. It is fully cooked 
and ready to eat - just in 
time for Father’s Day! Pick 
up day is June 20 at Tosh 
Farms Event Barn, 65 Ceme-
tery Lane, Henry, TN 38231. 
For tickets, see a member 
of Rotary or use this link: 
https://givebutter.com/bos-
ton-butt-sale-pprdop. Please 
remember there will be a 
processing fee applied using 
the link. Or, purchase from 
any Rotary member for $50.

ALA UNIT 47 FAMILY 
DANCE NIGHT

The American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 47 hosts a 
Family Dance Night every 
Thursday night from 7-9 p.m. 
at the Carroll County Civ-
ic Center, 201 Fairgrounds 
Rd, Huntingdon. A different 
band is featured each week. 
All are welcome – singles 
and/or partners. Admis-
sion is $8. Limited snacks 
and refreshments available 
for purchase. For the band 
schedule, check out our 
Facebook page: American 
Legion Auxiliary, Hunting-
don, TN Unit 47.

MHS CLASS OF 1976 
REUNION

McKenzie High School 
Class of 1976 is holding a 

50-year class reunion on Sep-
tember 26, 1 p.m. at Chan-
dler Farms in McKenzie. 
The event is in conjunction 
with the MHS Alumni Asso-
ciation annual reunion.  For 
more information, e-mail 
Amy Rich Carter at amyrcar-
ter58@gmail.com or Marsha 
Spain Smith at smithmar-
sha99@yahoo.com.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB 
AT HOMETOWN HEALTH

Everyone is invited to 
The Breakfast Club every 
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m. 
for coffee, snacks, mingling 
and a light activity. Take 
the chance to connect and 
socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light 
exercise and fun! Bring a 
friend and come make new 
ones at Hometown Health 
Clinic - Pediatrics/Specialty 
Entrance. We can’t wait to 
see you there!

BETHEL UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATION

Bethel University will con-
duct its spring commence-
ment on Saturday, May 9, 10 
a.m. in the Crisp Arena on 
the McKenzie campus.

CARROLL HUMANE 
SOCIETY EVENTS, NEWS

Cat Vouchers
Cat spay/neuter vouchers 

are always available for $60. 
To purchase by phone for 
use at Paris Vet Clinic, call 
731-514-0878 and leave a 
message. These are avail-
able to anyone regardless of 
residency. We now offer cat 
vouchers to Carroll Coun-

ty residents for $60 at the 
Huntingdon Animal Clinic. 
These must be purchased 
in person at the shelter with 
cash or card, and proof of 
residency is required. How-
ever, Carroll Co. residents 
can still use Paris Vet Clinic 
if preferred.

McKENZIE TOPS
MEETS WEEKLY

Win over weight with sup-
port and encouragement by 
meeting with the McKenzie 
Chapter of TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) each Mon-
day at 3 p.m. in the McKenzie 
Church of Christ gymnasi-
um. The first meeting is free. 
For more information, call 
731-352-7309. If no answer, 
leave a message.

CARROLL COMMISSION 
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month, 7 p.m., in 
the Conference Room of the 
Carroll County Office Com-
plex, High Street, Hunting-
don. No meetings in Febru-
ary and July.

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location — 
Adult Education Building, 
14155 Paris Street. Office 
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Classes are offered 
for one-on-one instruction 
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON. 
For more information, phone 
731-364-5481.

Thank you for your continued support of this newspaper.
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McKENZIE (April 24) — 
Bethel University’s Renais-
sance program, The Perform-
ing Arts Experience, recently 
hosted its end-of-year cel-
ebration, debuting its new 
compilation album, Renais-
sance: The Next Chapter. The 
vibrant student event, a cul-
mination of work across all 
creative disciplines, was held 
in downtown McKenzie at 
the former Wrinkle Hardware 
building.

The celebration was in-
tentionally designed as 
a get-together for the pro-
gram’s diverse branches: 
vocal, production, theater, 
and band. Attendees enjoyed 
an evening of food, fellow-
ship, games, door prizes, and 
karaoke.

Dr. Scott Shepherd, the in-
terim executive director of 
Renaissance, noted that the 
event was managed entire-
ly by student leaders. “We 
have a Renaissance Student 
Ambassador group that rep-
resents each of our divisions,” 
Shepherd said. “They’ve been 
in charge of this event. They 

made all the plans. They’re 
emceeing the event tonight. 
I’m just sitting back and 
watching and supporting.”

The event was held not 
only as a fun gathering but 
also as the official debut of 
their new project. Zoe Smith, 
a senior in the Renaissance 
choir, explained that the 
event is new this year, serv-
ing as a hangout and a way 

“to not only release the new 
project that we’ve been work-
ing on, but it’s kind of a hang-
out for all of our branches of 
Renaissance”.

Quinton Slater, a sopho-
more theater student, echoed 
the focus on unity, stating the 
album release was intended 
to be “the pinpoint celebra-
tion of all of Renaissance as 
a collective, not just as indi-

vidual units.”

Renaissance:
The Next Chapter

The new album highlights 
the program’s incredible di-
versity, featuring music span-
ning gospel, contemporary 
choir, worship, a cappella, 
and bluegrass.

Featured tracks on the new 
album include:

• Renaissance Choir (ac-
companied by the rhythm 
section): Say Yes, Rejoice, 
and Name Above All Names, 
along with Christmas favor-
ites Glory and Go Tell It on 
the Mountain.

•  Re s ound (worship 
team): Trust in God.

• Rendition (10-member 
a cappella ensemble): A 
modern edge with Billie Eil-

ish’s “What Was I Made For?” 
and Toto’s “Africa.”

• Bluegrass Band: Where 
the Wild River Rolls and Dan-
iel Prayed.

The album was produced 
by Matthew Holt, Daniel 
Howell, Chandler Padgett, 
and Scott Shepherd. It will be 
available soon on all major 
streaming platforms, includ-
ing iTunes and Spotify.

Bethel Renaissance Rings in Year-End with Renny Bash, Album Debut

Left, Dr. Scott Shepherd, interim executive director of Renaissance, and Renaissance members Quinton Slater and Zoe Smith.  Right, The 
Renaissance year-end celebration was held at the former Wrinkle Hardware building. The event was also a time to debut parts of the soon-
to-be released project on Spotify and other digital platforms.

 The Dixie Carter PAC 
is proud to announce its 
2026 Summer Camps, of-
fering creative experienc-
es for students and adults. 
From photography and vi-
sual arts to theater, cultural 
exploration, and pottery, 
these camps spark imagi-
nation and provide hands-
on learning in an inspiring 
environment.

 With programs for a range 
of ages and skill levels, The 
Dixie’s  Summer Camps 
connect participants with 
experienced instructors to 
explore new creative outlets 
or deepen existing passions.

T h i s  y e a r ’s  S u m m e r 
Camp lineup includes:

• PHOTOGRAPHY FOR 
STUDENTS — May 25-29 
and June 29-July 3 — K-12th 
Grade — Discover creative 
photography in this fun, 
hands-on camp. Learn to 
see beyond the lens, cap-
ture unique images, and 
grow your skills. No expe-
rience needed. Cameras 
provided. Instructors: Jim 
and Carol Veneman.

• PHOTOGRAPHY FOR 
A D U LT S  —  May  2 8 - 3 0 
— Create powerful pho-
tos by blending creativity, 

perspective, and skill. This 
hands-on camp challenges 
all levels to see differently 
and grow - just bring your 
own camera or phone. In-
structors: Jim and Carol 
Veneman.

• ART — June 15-19 — 
4th-12th Grade — Explore 
art through hands-on 2D 
and 3D projects using paint, 
printmaking, collage, and 
sculpture. Build skills, take 
creative risks, and find your 
artistic voice in a fun, in-
spiring space. Instructor: 
Laura DeVille.

•  P A S S P O R T  T O 
F R A N C E :  T H E  U LT I -
M AT E  F R E N C H  C U L -
TURE MASH-UP! — June 
15-19 — 3rd-7th Grade
 — Immerse in French cul-
ture through art, food, and 
games. Paint Monet-in-
spired scenes, create cave 
art, cook French treats, and 
play pétanque in this en-
gaging cultural experience. 
Instructor: Megan Russler.

• STORYMAKERS: FROM 
IDEA TO THE STAGE — 
June 22–26 — 4th-8th Grade
 — Every great story starts 
with a spark. Students build 
an original play through im-
prov, storytelling, character 

creation, and performance - 
then bring it to life on stage. 
Instructor: Kara Kindall.

•  P O T T E R Y  —  J u l y 
2 7 - 3 1  —  K- 1 2 t h  G ra d e
 — Explore the endless pos-
sibilities of clay at Mud-
slingers. Students create 
age-specific projects, build 
foundational skills, and gain 
confidence while making 
unique ceramic art. Instruc-
tors: Hannah Kyle and Mary 
Glenys Espey.

Register at DixiePAC.net 
or through The Dixie’s Box 
Office, Monday-Friday, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., 731-986-2100.

Scholarship opportuni-
ties are available for Car-
roll County students, with 
applications closing May 
15. Applications can be re-
quested through The Dix-
ie’s Box Office by phone or 
email at boxoffice@dixie-
pac.net. Scholarship deci-
sions will be shared by or 
before June 1. 

T h  i s  y e a r ’s  s u m m e r 
camps are sponsored by Mi 
Pueblito. For more informa-
tion about Summer Camps 
at The Dixie, including full 
schedules and registration 
details, visit DixiePAC.net.

 The Dixie Announces 2026 Summer Camp Lineup

WEST CARROLL (April 
30) — The West Carroll 
Special School District an-
nounced its newest round 
of students of the week 
from its primary, elemen-
t a r y  a n d  j u n i o r / s e n i o r 
high schools. The three 
students — Max Cooper, 
Lexie Medlin and Spencer 
Long — were each nomi-
nated for their hard work 
and positive attitudes.

Second-grade student 
Max Cooper is West Carroll 
Primary School’s student 
of the week, nominated by 
Ms. Krystle McCall.

“Max has an infectious 

smile and great attitude,” 
McCall said. “He comes 
to school every day ready 
to learn.”

Fifth-grade student Lexie 
Medlin is West Carroll El-
ementary School’s student 
of the week, nominated by 
Ms. Emily Bloodworth.

“Lexie is an encourag-
er,” Bloodworth said. “She 
brings a smile to those who 
need it and supports her 
classmates.”

H i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t 
Spencer Long is West Car-
roll Jr/Sr High School’s stu-
dent of the week, nominat-
ed by Ms. Jackie Halford.

“Spencer is a dedicated 
student who shows great 
effort each day,” Halford 
said. “He works well inde-
pendently and continues to 
make progress in his learn-
ing. His commitment is 
something to be proud of.”

The West Carroll Spe-
cial School District also 
recognized fifth- through 
twelfth-grade art teacher 
Cailynn Smith as teacher 
of the week. This is Smith’s 
first year of teaching.

We s t  C a r r o l l  h o n o r s 
three students and one ed-
ucator each week for their 
efforts in the classroom.

(L to R) Max Cooper, Lexie Medlin and Spencer Long.

West Carroll Spotlights Students of the Week

McKENZIE (May 1) — 
Carroll County FCE wel-
comed approximately 40 
Family and Community Ed-
ucation (FCE) club mem-
bers from surrounding 
counties for the Northeast 
FCE Cluster Meeting, held 
at First Cumberland Presby-
terian Church in McKenzie.

Attendees traveled from 
Carroll, Dickson, Henry, 
Benton, Houston, Hum-
phreys and Montgomery 
counties for a full day of 
educational programs, fel-
lowship and community 
service.

The program featured 
several informative presen-
tations. Henry County FCS 

Agent Michele Atkins spoke 
on “Dating Over 60,” offering 
insight and encouragement 
for navigating relationships 
later in life. Carroll County 
FCS Agent Lacy Yeley pre-
sented on generational dif-
ferences, highlighting how 
perspectives and communi-
cation styles vary across age 
groups. Benton County FCS 
Agent Heather Smith also 
led a session on current hot 
topics, including strategies 
for effectively dealing with 
teens.

Participants enjoyed a 
catered lunch provided by 
Simply Southern of Gleason, 
adding a local touch to the 
day’s events.

Following lunch, Heath-
er Foster of the Prevention 
Coalition presented the 
“Hidden in Plain Sight” 
simulation, an interactive 
experience designed to raise 
awareness about substance 
use and warning signs that 
may be easily overlooked.

In addition to the edu-
cational sessions, attend-
ees took part in a service 
project, collecting items to 
support the Carroll County 
Humane Society.

Overall, the event was a 
great success, offering valu-
able learning opportunities, 
meaningful connections 
and a chance to give back 
to the community.

FCE members from Carroll, Dickson, Henry, Benton, Houston, Humphreys and 
Montgomery counties gathered at the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 
McKenzie for a cluster meeting. Photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner

Northeast FCE Clubs Convene in McKenzie

TENNESSEE (May 4) — 
Average gasoline prices 
in Tennessee increased 
28.3 cents per gallon in 
the last week, averaging 
$4.00/g today, according 
to GasBuddy’s survey of 
3,821 stations in Tennes-
see. Prices in Tennessee 
are 16.8 cents per gallon 
higher than a month ago 
and stand $1.32/g high-
er than a year ago. The 
national average price of 
diesel has increased 21.3 
cents compared to a week 
ago and stands at $5.621 
per gallon.

According to GasBuddy 
price reports, the cheapest 
station in Tennessee was 
priced at $3.49/g yesterday 
while the most expensive 
was $5.09/g, a difference of 
$1.60/g. The lowest price 
in the state yesterday was 
$3.49/g while the highest 
was $5.09/g, a difference 
of $1.60/g.

The national average 
price of gasoline has risen 
38.2 cents per gallon in 
the last week, averaging 
$4.42/g today. The nation-
al average is up 32.6 cents 
per gallon from a month 
ago and stands $1.31/g 
higher than a year ago, 
according to GasBuddy 
data compiled from more 
than 11 million weekly 
price reports covering over 

150,000 gas stations across 
the country.

Historical gasoline pric-
es in Tennessee and the 
national average going 
back five years:

May 4, 2025: $2.68/g 
(U.S. Average: $3.12/g)

May 4, 2024: $3.31/g 
(U.S. Average: $3.64/g)

May 4, 2023: $3.14/g 
(U.S. Average: $3.55/g)

May 4, 2022: $3.97/g 
(U.S. Average: $4.24/g)

May 4, 2021: $2.67/g 
(U.S. Average: $2.92/g)

“Gasoline prices rose in 
every state over the last 
week, with some of the 
most significant and fast-
est increases concentrated 
in the Great Lakes, where 
states like Michigan, In-
diana, Ohio, and Illinois 
saw sharp spikes, while 
Wisconsin experienced 
more modest gains,” said 
Patrick De Haan, head of 
petroleum analysis at Gas-

Buddy. “At the same time, 
diesel prices surged to 
new records in parts of the 
region, with some areas 
touching the $6-per-gal-
lon mark. While refinery 
outages were a key driv-
er behind those outsized 
increases, early signs of 
improvement could help 
ease some of the most ex-
treme price pressures in 
the Great Lakes in the days 
ahead. Beyond the region, 
markets are also digesting 
a wave of new develop-
ments—including OPEC+ 
raising production for June 
and President Trump out-
lining a plan to free strand-
ed ships—which could 
help restore some supply. 
However, with so many 
moving pieces, the outlook 
remains highly fluid, and 
while some localized relief 
may emerge, broader price 
volatility is likely to persist 
in the near term.”

Photo of gasoline prices at one major convenience 
store in McKenzie on May 4.

Gasoline Increases 28 Cents During Week

T h e  C a r r o l l  C o u n t y 
Chamber of Commerce 
sponsors a National Day 
of Prayer gathering Thurs-
day, May 7, 2026, at the 
Sgt. Lee Russell Carroll 

County Airport, 535 Air-
port Lane. The event be-
gins at 8 a.m.

This year’s gathering, 
t h e m e d  “G l o r i f y  G o d 
A m o n g  t h e  Na t i o n s  - 

Seeking Him in All Gener-

ations” after 1 Chronicles 

16:24, marks the United 

States’ 75th National Day 

of Prayer observance.

75th Annual National Day of Prayer is May 7
The West Carroll Special 

School District Board of 
Education meets Thurs-
day, May 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the West  Carrol l  Jr/
Sr High School cafeteria.
The following items are on 
the agenda:

- WCJSHS ACT Recog-
nition – Dr. Adam Doug-
las and Director Preston 
Caldwell 

- WCSSD Tenure Recom-
mendations/Approval: Ben-
jamin Bane, Olivia Bryant, 
Tammy Davis, Sonya Eaton, 
Beth Hysmith and Clinton 
Kee – Director Caldwell 

- WCJSHS FBLA Recogni-
tion and Field Trip Request 
Approval to San Antonio, 

Texas June 28 through July 
3 (first reading - two re-
quired) – Ms. Erin Lewis 

- Discuss/Approve Field 
T r i p  re q u e st  t o  D oy l e, 
Tenn., June 22-26 – Mr. 
Noah Rogers 

-  WCSSD Director  of 
School Performance Eval-
uation – Director Caldwell 

- WCSSD FY 2026 Budget 
Amendments – Director 
Caldwell

- Discuss/Approve Re-
m o d e l  P ro j e c t  C o s t  a t 
WCES for Lashlee-Rich to 
begin summer of 2026 – 
Director Caldwell and Mr. 
Mark Wright 

- WCSSD Lights Discus-
sion – Mr. Paul Mueller 

- Discuss/Approve WC-
JSHS “E-Sports” Program 
– Dr. Adam Douglas 

- Discuss/Approve (sec-
ond – Reading) Policies: 
Director Caldwell: 1.901 
Charter School Applica-
tion, 2.804 Expenses and 
Reimbursements 

- Discuss 2026 - 2027 
Teacher Salary Schedule – 
Director Caldwell 

Approval for appearing 
before the West Carroll 
Board is outlined in West 
Carroll Policy 1.404. Visit 
wcssd.org – policy manual, 
or call West Carroll Central 
Office at 731-662-4200 for 
more information.

West Carroll School Board to Meet May 7
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COURTESY TENNESSEE TECH
As Tennessee Tech wom-

en’s basketball prepares for 
its transition into the South-
ern Conference, the Golden 
Eagles continue to build a 
championship-caliber ros-
ter, adding four experienced, 
high-impact players to the 
2026–27 team.

The Golden Eagles wel-
come Savannah Davis, a 
5-10 guard from Middle 
Tennessee; Karson Martin, a 
5-7 guard from Quinnipiac; 
Morgan Sieper, a 6-0 guard 
from Southern Miss; and 
Nyjah Gibbs, a 5-11 forward 
from Walters State (Tenn.) 
Community College.

Davis and Gibbs will each 
have two seasons remain-
ing with the Golden Eagles, 
while Martin and Sieper 
bring one final season of 
eligibility. 

Davis arrives in Cookev-
ille after two strong seasons 
at Middle Tennessee, bring-
ing with her a champion-
ship pedigree from McK-
enzie, Tenn. She helped 
lead the Blue Raiders to a 
17-15 record this past sea-
son, including an 11-7 mark 
in Conference USA and a 
second-round appearance 
in the WNIT. A two-time 
Miss Basketball winner out 
of McKenzie High School, 
Davis started 24 of 32 games 
last season, averaging 7.3 
points and 3.4 rebounds 
per contest while shooting 
an impressive 85.2 percent 
from the free-throw line. 
She totaled 235 points, 109 
rebounds, 34 assists, and 31 
steals, highlighted by a ca-
reer-high 18 points against 
Tennessee and a career-best 

10 rebounds against UTEP.
Before her collegiate 

career, Davis built one of 
the most decorated prep 
resumes in Tennessee histo-
ry. She earned TSSAA State 
Championship MVP honors 
in both 2022 and 2023, set 
the Tennessee single-game 
r e c o r d  w i t h  1 7  m a d e 
three-pointers against Mi-
lan, and tied McKenzie High 
School’s single-game scoring 
record with 60 points in that 
same performance. She was 
also a four-time Tennessee 
Sports Writers Association 
and Tennessee Basketball 
Coaches Association All-
State selection.

“Savannah is a winner—
plain and simple. She’s been 
coached, she understands 
what it takes, and she com-
petes with an edge. She can 
score it in a lot of ways, but 
what separates her is her 
mindset and her ability to 
rise in big moments. She 
fits exactly who we are, and 
she knows what a champi-

onship standard looks like 
and requires.”

With Davis, Gibbs, Mar-
tin, and Sieper joining the 
program, Tennessee Tech 
adds championship expe-
rience, proven production, 
and dynamic scoring to the 
2026–27 roster as the Gold-
en Eagles continue building 
for the future. The group will 
be built on a strong founda-
tion of seven returners who 
helped lead the program to 
its eighth straight winning 
season.

“This class is about the 
standard. Every one of them 
has been part of winning, 
and they understand what 
it takes to compete at a high 
level. They bring toughness, 
they bring discipline, and 
they bring a mindset that 
aligns with our culture. 
When you combine that, 
with the group we have re-
turning and the young talent 
we’ve added, it gives us a 
roster built to compete for 
championships.”

A532/TF

CONGRATS!
Wishing you success in 
your future endeavors!

Bayley Cobb
HUNTINGDON

Khaki Dillahunty
HUNTINGDON

Bryleigh Fullerton
CAMDEN

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (April 
28) — Huntingdon Mayor 
Chad Edwards proclaimed 
April 15 as “Purple UP! 
Fo r  Mi l i t a r y  C h i l d re n 
Day” during last week’s 
Huntingdon Town Council 
meeting. 

The proclamation rec-
ognizes military children 
as an integral part of the 
community and nation, as 
they serve alongside their 
parents in sacrifice and 

resilience.
“ These children face 

unique challenges,  in-
cluding frequent reloca-
tions, transitions between 
schools, and long periods 
of separation from their 
loved ones due to deploy-
ments and training obli-
gations,” the proclamation 
reads. 

“Despite these challeng-
es,” Edwards continued, 
“military children demon-
strate strength, courage, 
adaptability and a deep 
sense of pride in their 

families’ service to our 
Country.”

The color purple rep-
resents all branches of the 
military. It is a combina-
tion of Army green; Ma-
rine Corps red; and Coast 
Guard, Navy and Air Force 
blue.

Purple UP! Day is ob-
served nationwide during 
the month of the Military 
Child in April as a way to 
recognize and honor the 
sacrifice and contribu-
tions of military-connect-
ed youth.

Mayor Chad Edwards is pictured with members of Huntingdon’s American Le-
gion Auxiliary, Unit 47, after presenting the Purple UP! proclamation. Photo by 
Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Huntingdon Proclaims April 15 as Purple UP! Day

The McKenzie Memo-
rial Library is asking for 
community feedback in a 
new effort to improve the 
Broadway Street facility 
and its services. 

In a brief survey, the li-
brary asks the communi-
ty to rate current library 
services based on impor-
tance, share what services 
might be missing,  and 
share what makes it easy 
or difficult to access what 
they need from the library. 

The survey will also help 
the library board gain a 
better understanding of 

who uses the library and 
for what reasons, accord-
ing to Ceil Pomphrey, li-
brary director.

“In filling out the survey, 
community members are 
directly influencing what 

the library does,” Pom-
phrey said. “It serves as 
a way to gauge how the 
library can better serve 
the community, and we 
will give these answers to 
the McKenzie Memorial 
Library Board to assess 
what we should prioritize.”

The librar y hopes to 
increase its number of 
visitors by implement-
ing ideas the community 
needs and wants.

The community survey 
closes June 1. Take the 
survey: https://forms.gle/
zG6dtMSyupVPvDxK8.

McKenzie Library Requests Community Feedback

Tennessee Tech women’s basketball transfer Savannah 
Davis. Photo courtesy Tennessee Tech

Savannah Davis Transfers to Tennessee Tech

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (April 28) — 
Three Huntingdon High 
School tennis players ad-
vanced to the region tour-
nament with their perfor-
mances in the District 14A 
tournaments held at Bethel 
University’s Dr. Deborah 
Thompson Tennis Complex, 
which wrapped up Tuesday 
afternoon.

Hu n t i n g d o n ’s  Sh aw n 
Simpson claimed the boys 
singles championship, and 
Jazmine Seiber and Mary 
Kendall Stevens earned the 
girls singles championship 
and runner-up, respectively.

Action began Monday 
with two rounds of boys and 
girls singles and doubles and 
concluded with two more 
rounds on Tuesday.

Girls Singles
First Round
Katlin Martin, Camden 

over Morgan Little, McKen-
zie (8-1)

Briley McKinney, Union 
City over Anna Heathcott, 
Obion County (8-4)

Ryne Roney, Westview 
over Robbilee Moore, Green-
field (8-1)

Bertie Jenkins, Union City 
over Kaylee Jackson, Milan 
(8-2)

Mary Kendall Stevens, 
Huntingdon over Cami Carl-
son, Westview (8-1)

Julie Story, Camden over 
Raychel Oliver, McKenzie 
(8-3)

Micah Poore, Obion Coun-
ty over Avery High, Green-
field (8-2)

Second Round
Jazmine Seiber, Hunting-

don over Katlin Martin, Cam-
den (8-2)

Briley McKinney, Union 
City over Ryne Roney, West-
view (8-4)

Mary Kendall Stevens, 
Huntingdon over Bertie Jen-
kins, Union City (9-7)

Micah Poore, Obion Coun-
ty over Julie Story, Camden 
(8-1)

Semifinals
Jazmine Seiber, Hunting-

don over Briley McKinney, 
Union City (2-0)

Mary Kendall Stevens, 
Huntingdon over Micah 
Poore, Obion County (2-1)

Championship
Jazmine Seiber, Hunting-

don over Mary Kendall Ste-
vens, Huntingdon (2-0)

Boys Singles
First Round
Kipton Powers, Union City 

over Lia Clark, Obion County 
(8-0)

Deegan Arant, Greenfield 

over Carter Peevyhouse, 
Westview (9-7)

Camden Dawkins, Union 
City over Bennie Cockerham, 
Greenfield (8-0)

Joseph Moore, Milan over 
Everett Jones, Camden (8-0)

Second Round
Shawn Simpson, Hunting-

don over Kipton Powers, 
Union City (8-0)

Deegan Arant, Greenfield 
over Bryson Roberson, Cam-
den (9-7)

Ayden Gammons, Obion 
County over Camden Daw-
kins, Union City (8-1)

Isaac Ostenson, Westview 
over Joseph Moore, Milan 
(8-2)

Semifinals
Shawn Simpson, Hunting-

don over Deegan Arant, 
Greenfield (forfeit)

Ayden Gammons, Obion 
County over Isaac Ostenson, 
Westview (2-0)

Championship
Shawn Simpson, Hunting-

don over Ayden Gammons, 
Obion County (2-0)

Girls Doubles
First Round
Rice/Turner, Union City 

over Diehl/Hamlin, West-
view (8-6)

Barton/Rich, Huntingdon 
over Brown/Sumrok, McK-
enzie (8-3)

Cooper/Warren, Green-
field over Hooks/Wright, 
Obion County (8-4)

Webb/Carman, Obion 
County over Hastings/Duna-
vant, McKenzie (8-3)

Perez/Reed, Huntingdon 
over Spikes/Totty, Greenfield 
(8-0)

Criswell/Criswell, Milan 
over Wood/Malugen, Cam-
den (8-5)

Vincent/Ross, Union City 
over Dowdy/Pearce, West-
view (8-1)

Second Round
Christopher/Patel, Cam-

den over Rice/Turner, Union 
City (8-6)

Cooper/Warren, Green-

field over Barton/Rich, 
Huntingdon (8-2)

Webb/Carman, Obion 
County over Perez/Reed, 
Huntingdon (7-5)

Vincent/Ross, Union City 
over Criswell/Criswell, Milan 
(8-2)

Semifinals
Vincent/Ross, Union City 

over Webb/Carman, Obion 
County (2-0)

Christopher/Patel, Cam-
den over Warren/Cooper, 
Greenfield (2-0)

Championship
Vincent/Ross, Union City 

over Christopher/Patel, 
Camden (2-0)

Boys Doubles
First Round
Pergande/Easterwood, 

Obion County over Walker/
Gilbert, McKenzie (8-6)

Wilson/Clay, Westview 
ov e r  Ca r g i l e / Ha st i n g s, 
Huntingdon (8-2)

Patel/King, Camden over 
Smith/Loeffel, Milan (8-1)

Tohn/Sinclair, Union City 
over Byrd/Hays, Huntingdon 
(8-0)

Levantino/Garcia, Milan 
over Mansfield/Martin, Cam-
den (8-0)

Second Round
Kirk/Abbott, Union City 

over Pergande/Easterwood, 
Obion County (8-0)

Patel/King, Camden over 
Wilson/Clay, Westview (8-2)

Braddock/Parker, West-
view over Tohn/Sinclair, 
Union City (8-6)

Elam/Cunningham, Obion 
County over Levantino/Gar-
cia, Milan (8-2)

Semifinals
Braddock/Parker, West-

view over Elam Cunning-
ham, Obion County (2-0)

Kirk/Abbott, Union City 
over Patel/King, Camden 
(2-0)

Championship
Kirk/Abbot, Union City 

over Braddock/Parker, West-
view (2-0)

Three Huntingdon tennis players advanced to 
the region tournament. Pictured (L to R) Jazmine 
Seiber, District 14A girls singles champion; Shawn 
Simpson, D14A boys singles champion; and Mary 
Kendall Stevens, D14A girls singles runner-up. Photo 
by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Three Huntingdon Players Advance to Region

The Banner, 731.352.3323Proud to be your community newspaper.
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BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

BRUCETON (April 30) 
— The District 12A Base-
ball Tournament, hosted by 
Hollow Rock-Bruceton Cen-
tral High School, continued 
Thursday with two contests. 
First, the McKenzie Rebels 
routed the McEwen Warriors, 
9-1. Then, the host Tigers 
cruised to a 10-1 win over the 
Clarksburg Rockets.

McKenzie Rebels 9, 
McEwen Warriors 1

McKenzie struck first with 
five runs in the bottom of the 
second inning, then added 
two each in the third and 
fourth. McEwen’s lone run 
came in the top of the fifth.

Rebel Fletcher Holt was 
2-for-3 with a walk, three 
RBIs and a run scored. Av-
ery Brown was 1-for-2 with a 
double, a walk, an RBI and a 
run scored. Cole Brown was 
1-for-4 with a double, an RBI 
and two runs scored. Hudson 
Garrett was 1-for-2 with a 
walk and two runs scored. 
Lelan Gordon was 1-for-4. 
Parker Ross was 0-for-2 with 
a walk, a run scored and a 
stolen base. Ace Brown was 
0-for-1 with an RBI and a 
run scored. Xander Johnsey 
was 0-for-3 with an RBI-sac-
rifice fly.

Warrior Colt Tummins 
was 3-for-4. Kainan Gill was 
1-for-2 with a walk, an RBI 
and a stolen base. Knox 
Parham was 1-for-3. Tylon 
Carter was 1-for-4. Caden 
Wallace was 0-for-2 with a 
walk and a run scored.

Xander Johnsey earned 
the win for McKenzie, al-
lowing one unearned run on 
two hits while walking none 
and striking out five in four 
and two-thirds innings. Avery 
Brown pitched the final two 
and a third innings, allowing 
no runs on four hits and two 
walks.

Jack Grigsby took the loss 
for McEwen, allowing five 
earned runs on two hits 

while walking four and strik-
ing out one in an inning and 
two-thirds. Mason Oliphant 
pitched the final four and a 
third innings, allowing four 
unearned runs on four hits 
while walking none and strik-
ing out one.

Central Tigers 10, 
Clarksburg Rockets 1

Central got on the board 
first with a run in the bottom 
of the first frame. Clarksburg 
tied it with a run in the top 
of the third, but the Tigers 
regained the lead with two in 
the home half. Central added 
two more in the fourth, then 
pulled away with five in the 
sixth.

Tiger Parker Boyd was 
2-for-4 with a triple and two 
RBIs. Braxton Howard was 
1-for-4 with a triple, two runs 
scored and a stolen base. 
Brody Huff was 2-for-3 with 
a sacrifice fly, two RBIs and 
a run scored. Tanner Wal-
ters was 2-for-4 with an RBI 
and two runs scored. Drake 
Hollingsworth was 2-for-4 
with two RBIs, a run scored 
and a stolen base. Dalton 
Howard was 2-for-4 with an 
RBI. Gage Weatherly was 
1-for-3. Brayden Maness was 
0-for-2 with a walk, a sacri-
fice fly, an RBI and two runs 
scored.

Rocket Greysen Jones was 
2-for-3 with a walk and an 
RBI. Samuel Wallace was 
1-for-2 with a walk. Garrett 
Bartholomew was 1-for-3 
with a walk. Trae Cobb was 
1-for-3 with a run scored. 
Jake Miller was 1-for-4.

Gage Weatherly earned 
the win for Central, allow-
ing one unearned run on 
three hits while walking one 
and striking out five in four 
and a third innings. Junah 
Smith pitched an inning and 
two-thirds of relief, allowing 
no runs on three hits with 
no walks and a strikeout. 
Brayden Maness threw two-
thirds of an inning, allowing 
no runs or hits with three 

walks and two strikeouts. 
Drake Hollingsworth pitched 
the final third of an inning, al-
lowing no runs, hits or walks 
with one strikeout.

Reagan Halter took the 
complete-game loss for 
Clarksburg, allowing ten runs 
(six earned) on 12 hits while 
walking one and striking out 
two.

MATTER OF RECORD • SPORTS

Vandalism — On April 
24, Deputy Boaz respond-
ed to a report of property 
damage at a residence on 
Hilliard Road in McKen-
zie and spoke with a com-
plainant regarding damage 
to a mailbox.

The complainant report-
ed that earlier that morn-
ing, a farm tractor traveling 
down the roadway struck 
his mailbox.

He stated the incident 
occurred around 10:19 

a.m. and was captured on 
an exterior security cam-
era at the residence.

According to the com-
plainant, the tractor was 
traveling at a high rate 
of speed when it passed 
in front of the residence 
and made contact with 
the mailbox. The com-
plainant provided video 
footage of the incident, 
which showed a green 
John Deere tractor pulling 
a field planter.

The footage indicated 
the planter was not in 
proper transport position, 
with the wings not fold-
ed upward as required for 
roadway travel. It appeared 
the extended equipment 
struck the mailbox as the 
tractor passed by.

The complainant ad-
vised he would provide 
a copy of the video foot-
age to the Carroll County 
Sheriff ’s Office for further 
investigation.

This incident occurred 
in Carroll County.

Carroll County Sheriff’s Reports

JACKSON (April 28) — A 
federal grand jury in the 
Western District of Ten-
nessee recently returned 
a multi-count indictment 
charging Zachary Sean 
Fortner,  36,  of  Martin, 
Tenn., with several child 
sexual solicitation and ex-
ploitation offenses.

United States Attorney 
D. Michael Dunavant an-
nounced the return of the 
indictment today.

Fortner’s alleged crimi-
nal conduct dates back to 
2013. During that year, he 
is alleged to have persuad-
ed and coerced a minor to 
take nude photographs of 
herself and send them to 
him on his cell phone.

Later, in 2024, he is al-
leged to have distributed, 
received, and possessed 
child pornographic images 
and videos via Kik, a social 
media application.

Fortner is charged with 
one count of production 
of  chi ld  pornography, 
two counts of receiving 
and attempting to receive 
child pornography, one 
count of distribution of 
child pornography, and 

one count of possession of 
child pornography.

The production offense 
carries a 15-year man-
datory-minimum prison 
sentence, and the receipt 
and distribution offenses 
each carry 5-year man-
datory-minimum prison 
terms.

This case is pending be-
fore United States District 
Court Judge S. Thomas 
Anderson in Jackson. If 
Fortner is convicted of the 
charged offenses, Judge 
Anderson will determine 
the sentence to impose on 
the defendant after con-
sidering the United States 
Sentencing Guidelines and 
other statutory factors.

There is no parole in the 
federal system.

U.S. Attorney D. Michael 
Dunavant said, “The U.S. 
Attorney’s office and our 
law enforcement partners 
remain proactive and vig-
ilant in our investigations 
and prosecutions of cy-
ber-crimes against vul-
nerable victims, including 
the sexual solicitation of 
minors, and possession 
and distribution of child 

p*rnography. No matter 
how long it takes, those 
who exploit minor chil-
dren will be exposed and 
held accountable.”

This case is being in-
vestigated by members of 
the Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation, Homeland 
Security Investigations 
(HSI), the Martin Police 
Department, and the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office for 
the 27th Judicial District 
of Tennessee.

Anyone with addition-
al  information on this 
case is asked to contact 
TBI Special Agent Sarah 
Turner at 615-744-4000 or 
1-800-TBI-FIND.

Assistant United States 
Attorney Josh Morrow is 
prosecuting this case on 
behalf of the government.

The charges and alle-
gations contained in the 
indictment are merely ac-
cusations of criminal con-
duct, not evidence. The 
defendant is  presumed 
innocent unless and un-
til proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt and con-
victed through due process 
of law.

Weakley County Man Indicted for Federal Child 
Sexual Solicitation, Exploitation Offenses

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKenzie High School 
track and field will  be 
well-represented at the 
West Tennessee Class A 
Sectionals on Friday, May 
8 at Halle Stadium in Mem-
phis with 13 athletes quali-
fying in various events.

On the line will be spots 
in the TSSAA Class A/

AA State Track and Field 
Championship on Tuesday, 
May 19 at the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville.

McKenzie’s sectional 
qualifiers include:

Kaydence Barksdale — 
Long Jump, Triple Jump, 
4x100m

Avery Cantrell — 4x100m
S o p h i e  D a m e r o n  — 

400m, 4x800m

Katelyn Essary — Discus
Autumn Haywood — 

800m, 1600m, 4x800m
N a r i y a h  R o b i n s o n 

— 4x100m
B e l l a  Sa ss  —  4 0 0 m , 

4x800m
Natalia Taylor — 4x800m, 

4x100m
Amia Thomas — 4x100m
Abigail Wallace — 800m, 

1600m, 3200m, 4x800m
Carter Chow — Triple 

Jump
TJ Johnson — Discus
Shane Novacs — 400m, 

High Jump

McKenzie Athletes Qualify for 
Track and Field Sectionals

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (May 
1) — The Huntingdon High 
School Mustangs clinched 
a spot in the District 12AA 
B a s e b a l l  To u r n a m e n t 
championship with a 7-5 
win over the Milan Bull-
dogs in Friday’s semifinal 
round.

Milan struck first with 
two runs in the top of the 
first inning. The Mustangs 
cut the deficit with a run 
in the home half,  then 
took the lead with three in 
the second. The Bulldogs 
scored a run in the top 
of the third, but Hunting-
don answered with two, 
then added another in the 
fourth. After two scoreless 
frames, a Milan rally in the 
seventh came up short at 
two runs.

Mustang Silas Sharp was 
2-for-2 with a double, a 
sacrifice fly, two walks and 

four RBIs. Colt Wood was 
2-for-3 with a walk, an RBI 
and a run scored. Hayes 
Eubanks was 2-for-4 with 
an RBI and a run scored. 
Owen Kreuziger was 1-for-
2 with two walks and two 
runs scored. Caleb Ezell 
was 1-for-2 with a walk 
and an RBI. Broox Ben-
nett was 1-for-4. Braylin 
Dearmon was 1-for-5. Cy 
Hankins was 0-for-2 with 
two walks.

B u l l d o g  Ja m e s  C a r-
ter was 4-for-4 with two 
doubles, two RBIs, a run 
scored and two stolen 
bases. Lincoln Reel was 
2-for-4 with two doubles 
and two runs scored. Zack 
Fowler was 1-for-3 with a 
walk and an RBI. Colton 
Mallard was 1-for-3 with 
an RBI. Whitten Dobbs 
and Caden Rogers were 
both 1-for-3 with a walk. 
Will Johnson was 1-for-4 
with a run scored. JP Scott 
was 0-for-3 with a walk, an 

RBI and a run scored.
Caleb Ezell earned the 

win for Huntingdon, al-
lowing five earned runs 
on ten hits while walking 
two and striking out five in 
six and two-thirds innings. 
Cy Hankins pitched to four 
batters, allowing no runs 
on one hit with two walks. 
Owen Kreuziger threw the 
final third of an inning, 
allowing no runs, hits or 
walks.

Jaydon Moore got the 
start for Milan, allowing 
four earned runs on two 
hits while walking four 
and striking out one in 
one inning. Parker Sparks 
threw four innings of relief 
and took the loss, allowing 
three runs (one earned) on 
seven hits while walking 
three and striking out four. 
Alex Nelson pitched the 
final inning, allowing no 
runs or hits with one walk 
and one strikeout.

Above, Mustang Caleb Ezell earned the 
win, allowing five earned runs on ten 
hits while walking two and striking out 
five in six and two-thirds innings.  Right, 
Mustang first baseman Cy Hankins runs 
down a foul ball in front of the Milan 
dugout. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

DISTRICT 12AA BASEBALL TOURNAMENT

Mustangs Hold Off Bulldog Rally in Semifinal

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

SOUTH FULTON (April 
29) — The Gleason High 
School Bulldogs traveled to 
South Fulton High School 
Wednesday to begin the 
District 14A Baseball Tour-
nament. First, they faced 
the host Red Devils in a 
play-in game and took the 
win, 7-4. Then, they faced 
Greenfield and fell 15-0.

South Fulton was elim-
inated with their play-in 
loss. Gleason’s loss moved 
them into the loser’s brack-
et for an elimination game 
the following day.

Gleason Bulldogs 7,
South Fulton Red Devils 4

Gleason struck first with 
a run in the top of the first, 
then added another in the 
fourth. South Fulton got on 
the board with a run in the 
home half. The Bulldogs 
added two in the fifth and 
three in the sixth, and the 
Red Devils scored a run in 
the bottom of the sixth and 
two in the seventh.

Bulldog Parker Morgan 
was 2-for-3 with two walks, 
an RBI, two runs scored 
and two stolen bases. Trey 
Mayo was 2-for-4 with two 
runs scored. Ashton Mor-
gan was 2-for-5 with an 
RBI. Brody Sanders was 
1-for-3 with a walk and 
an RBI.  Jaxson Morgan 
was 1-for-4. Brock Dilday 

was 0-for-2 with an RBI, a 
run scored and two stolen 
bases.

Red Devil Grant Joyner 
was 2- for-4  with  a  run 
scored. Braden Gore was 
1-for-3 with a walk and 
two RBIs. Jayden Wilder 
was 1-for-2 with two walks 
and a run scored. Brady 
Parnell was 1-for-3 with a 
walk and an RBI. Mason 
Parrish was 0-for-1 with 
two walks.

Bryce Pettit earned the 
win for Gleason, allowing 
three runs (one earned) on 
four hits while walking six 
and striking out seven in 
six and a third innings. Ty 
Keeling pitched the final 
two-thirds of an inning, al-
lowing one unearned run 
on one hit and one walk 
while striking out two.

Charles Michael Mulca-
hy took the loss for South 
Fulton,  a l lowing seven 
runs (five earned) on sev-
en hits while walking three 
and striking out six in five 
and two-thirds innings. 
Mason Parrish threw the 
final inning and a third, 
allowing no runs on one 
hit with no walks and one 
strikeout.

Greenfield Yellowjackets 
15, Bulldogs 0

Greenfield scored three 
runs in the bottom of the 
first frame, seven in the sec-
ond, two in the third and 
three in the fourth to end 

the game early.
Yellowjacket Jace Thom-

as was 3-for-4 with three 
RBIs and a run scored. An-
derson Hayes was 1-for-2 
with a double, two walks, an 
RBI and three runs scored. 
Easton Sullivan was 2-for-
4 with an RBI, two runs 
scored and a stolen base. 
Will Edwards was 1-for-3 
with a double, a walk, an 
RBI, two runs scored and a 
stolen base. Baker Biggs was 
1-for-1 with three walks, an 
RBI, three runs scored and 
two stolen bases. Caden 
Sparkman was 1-for-1 with 
two walks, an RBI, a run 
scored and a stolen base. 
Trey Morris was 1-for-1 
with two walks.

Bulldog Ashton Morgan 
was 1-for-2.

Easton Sullivan earned 
the win for Greenfield, 
allowing no runs, hits or 
walks while striking out sev-
en in three innings. Kaden 
Brauer pitched the final 
frame, allowing one hit and 
no walks with one strikeout.

Ashton Morgan took the 
loss for Gleason, allowing 
three earned runs on two 
hits while walking five in 
two-thirds of an inning. 
Drake Lehmkuhl pitched 
the final two and two-thirds 
innings, allowing 12 runs 
(eight earned) on eight hits 
while walking six and strik-
ing out five.

DISTRICT 14A BASEBALL TOURNAMENT
Bulldogs Defeat South Fulton, Fall to Greenfield

Top, Rebel right fielder 
Hudson Garrett secures 
a deep fly ball for the out.  
Center, Gage Weatherly 
earned the win for Cen-
tral. Bottom, Rocket cen-
terfielder Garrett Bar-
tholomew gets under a 
fly ball for the out. Photos 
by Davarion Gilbert/The 
Banner

DISTRICT 12A BASEBALL TOURNAMENT
Rebels, Tigers Win Openers

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

CAMDEN (May 1) — The 
Huntingdon High School 
Fillies opened the District 
1 2 A A  S o f t b a l l  To u r n a -
ment, hosted by Camden 
Central High School, with 
a thrilling, 2-1 win over the 
Milan Lady Bulldogs.

The Fillies struck first 
with a run in the top of the 
second and added another 
in the fourth. Milan’s lone 
run came in the bottom of 

the fifth.
Huntingdon’s Grier Bar-

tholomew was 1-for-3 with 
a double, two runs scored 
and a stolen base. Camdyn 
Sellers was 1-for-3 with a 
double. Kylie Tippitt was 
2-for-4. Millie Luther was 
1-for-3 with an RBI. Aubry 
Castleman was 1-for-4.

L a d y  B u l l d o g  G r a c e 
Webb was 1-for-1. Maycee 
Masters was 1-for-3 with 
an RBI. Saide Chartrand 
was 1- for-3  with  a  run 

scored. Hailey Williamson 
was 1-for-3. Brylee Burrow 
was 0-for-2 with a walk.

Marcie Mitchell earned 
the complete-game win 
for the Fill ies,  allowing 
one earned run on four 
hits while walking one and 
striking out three.

Camryn Green took the 
loss for Milan, allowing 
two unearned runs on five 
hits while walking none 
and striking out two in 
four innings.  Mia Pear-
son pitched the final three 
frames, allowing no runs 
on one hit with no walks 
and four strikeouts.

Fillies Edge Milan in Opener, 2-1
DISTRICT 12AA SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT



mckenziebanner.com • The McKenzie Banner • McKenzie, Tenn. • Tuesday, May 5, 2026 • Page 9MATTER OF RECORD

Carroll County, Tennessee

Please notice that the Carroll County Mayors Offi ce shall accept 

sealed written bids for the following purchases for the period of 

July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027:

• ROCK PRODUCTS
• TIRES & TUBES
• LIQUID ASPHALT
• KOL-MIX OIL
• ALUMINIZED CULVERTS
• MOTOR & HYDRAULIC OIL/FLUID

Proposals, bids, or responses must be submitted to the Offi ce of 

the Carroll County Mayor, Joseph G. Butler, at 625 High St., Suite 

101, Carroll County Offi ce Complex, Huntingdon, Tennessee, 

38344, no later than 10 a.m. CST, Friday, May 15, 2026, at 

which time the bids will be opened and considered.

Copies of bid documents may be obtained at the Carroll 

County Highway Department, 14835 Highway 22, Huntingdon, 

Tennessee 38344 or by email at cchighway@carroll.tn.org 

Please contact the Carroll County Highway Department at 
731-986-1998 for specifi cations.  

All interested parties, without regard of race, color or national 

origin, shall be afforded the opportunity to bid and shall receive 

equal consideration. Title VI states “No person in the United 

States shall, on the ground of race, color or national origin, 

be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefi ts of, 

or be subjected to discrimination under any program activity 

receiving Federal fi nancial assistance.” Carroll County strives 

to protect individuals’ civil rights through active compliance 

with the requirements of Title VI. 

The Owner (Carroll County) further reserves the right to reject any 

and all bids, to waive any and all informalities and to negotiate 

contract terms with the successful bidder, and the right to 

disregard all non-conforming, non-responsive, or conditional bids.

A5605/18-2

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Carroll County, Tennessee

The Carroll County Mayors Offi ce, on behalf of the Purchasing 

Committee of the Carroll County Legislative Body, is soliciting 

bids for audio reinforcement, video/projection, and stage 

lighting improvements for the Carroll County Civic Center. 

The intended work includes furnishing, installing, rigging, 

confi guring, testing, documenting, and training County 

personnel on a complete operational system.

Proposals, bids, or responses must be submitted to the Offi ce of 

the Carroll County Mayor, Joseph G. Butler, at 625 High St., Suite 

101, Carroll County Offi ce Complex, Huntingdon, Tennessee, 

38344, no later than 10 a.m. CST, Friday, May 15, 2026, at 

which time the bids will be opened and considered. 

Copies of bid documents may be obtained at the Carroll County 

Mayors Offi ce, 625 High Street Suite 101, Huntingdon, TN 38344 

or by email at jbutler@carroll.tn.org. 

Please contact the Carroll County Finance Department at 
731-986-1936 for more details.

All interested parties, without regard of race, color or national 

origin, shall be afforded the opportunity to bid and shall receive 

equal consideration. Title VI states “No person in the United 

States shall, on the ground of race, color or national origin, 

be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefi ts of, 

or be subjected to discrimination under any program activity 

receiving Federal fi nancial assistance.” Carroll County strives 

to protect individuals’ civil rights through active compliance 

with the requirements of Title VI. 

The Owner (Carroll County) further reserves the right to reject any 

and all bids, to waive any and all informalities and to negotiate 

contract terms with the successful bidder, and the right to 

disregard all non-conforming, non-responsive, or conditional bids. 
A5605/18-2

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Carroll County, Tennessee

Please notice that the Carroll County Mayors Offi ce shall accept 

sealed written bids for Miller Road, beginning at Purdy Road 
go 1.4 miles, traffi c control, 150 tons bushing, resurface 
with C.W mix, painted markings center and edge line, 20ft 
wide, 1.65lbs P.S.Y, virgin material, must meet all TDOT 
specs, project must be completed by September 30, 2026.

Proposals, bids, or responses must be submitted to the Offi ce of 

the Carroll County Mayor, Joseph G. Butler, at 625 High St., Suite 

101, Carroll County Offi ce Complex, Huntingdon, Tennessee, 

38344, no later than 10 a.m. CST, Friday, May 15, 2026, at 

which time the bids will be opened and considered. 

Copies of bid documents may be obtained at the Carroll County 

Highway Department, 14835 Hwy 22, Huntingdon, TN 38344 or 

by email at jbutler@carroll.tn.org. 

Please contact the Carroll County Highway Department at 
731-986-1998 for more details.

All interested parties, without regard of race, color or national 

origin, shall be afforded the opportunity to bid and shall receive 

equal consideration. Title VI states “No person in the United 

States shall, on the ground of race, color or national origin, 

be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefi ts of, 

or be subjected to discrimination under any program activity 

receiving Federal fi nancial assistance.” Carroll County strives to 

protect individuals’ civil rights through active compliance with 

the requirements of Title VI. 

The Owner (Carroll County) further reserves the right to 

reject any and all bids, to waive any and all informalities and 

to negotiate contract terms with the successful bidder, and 

the right to disregard all non-conforming, non-responsive, or 

conditional bids. 
A5605/18-2

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Carroll County, Tennessee

Please notice that the Carroll County Mayors Offi ce shall 

accept sealed written bids for Tate Road, beginning at 
Huntingdon City Limits go 2.3 miles, traffi c control, 100 
tons bushing, resurface with C.W mix, painted markings 
center and edge line, 20ft wide, 1.65lbs P.S.Y, virgin 
material, must meet all TDOT specs, project must be 
completed by September 30, 2026.

Proposals, bids, or responses must be submitted to the Offi ce of 

the Carroll County Mayor, Joseph G. Butler, at 625 High St., Suite 

101, Carroll County Offi ce Complex, Huntingdon, Tennessee, 

38344, no later than 10 a.m. CST, Friday, May 15, 2026, at 

which time the bids will be opened and considered. 

Copies of bid documents may be obtained at the Carroll County 

Highway Department, 14835 Hwy 22, Huntingdon, TN 38344 or 

by email at jbutler@carroll.tn.org. 

Please contact the Carroll County Highway Department at 
731-986-1998 for more details.

All interested parties, without regard of race, color or national 

origin, shall be afforded the opportunity to bid and shall receive 

equal consideration. Title VI states “No person in the United 

States shall, on the ground of race, color or national origin, 

be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefi ts of, 

or be subjected to discrimination under any program activity 

receiving Federal fi nancial assistance.” Carroll County strives 

to protect individuals’ civil rights through active compliance 

with the requirements of Title VI. 

The Owner (Carroll County) further reserves the right to reject any 

and all bids, to waive any and all informalities and to negotiate 

contract terms with the successful bidder, and the right to 

disregard all non-conforming, non-responsive, or conditional bids. 

A5605/18-2

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Carroll County, Tennessee

Please notice that the Carroll County Mayors Offi ce shall accept 

sealed written bids for Yuma Road, beginning at Henderson 
County Line at Ben Lane go west 1.5 miles, traffi c control, 
100 tons bushing, resurface with C.W mix, painted 
markings center and edge line, 19ft wide, 1.65lbs P.S.Y, 
virgin material, must meet all TDOT specs, project must be 
completed by September 30, 2026.

Proposals, bids, or responses must be submitted to the Offi ce of 

the Carroll County Mayor, Joseph G. Butler, at 625 High St., Suite 

101, Carroll County Offi ce Complex, Huntingdon, Tennessee, 

38344, no later than 10 a.m. CST, Friday, May 15, 2026, at 

which time the bids will be opened and considered. 

Copies of bid documents may be obtained at the Carroll County 

Highway Department, 14835 Hwy 22, Huntingdon, TN 38344 or 

by email at jbutler@carroll.tn.org. 

Please contact the Carroll County Highway Department at 
731-986-1998 for more details.

All interested parties, without regard of race, color or national 

origin, shall be afforded the opportunity to bid and shall receive 

equal consideration. Title VI states “No person in the United 

States shall, on the ground of race, color or national origin, 

be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefi ts of, 

or be subjected to discrimination under any program activity 

receiving Federal fi nancial assistance.” Carroll County strives 

to protect individuals’ civil rights through active compliance 

with the requirements of Title VI. 

The Owner (Carroll County) further reserves the right to reject any 

and all bids, to waive any and all informalities and to negotiate 

contract terms with the successful bidder, and the right to 

disregard all non-conforming, non-responsive, or conditional bids.

A5605/18-2

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Kevin Andrew Razor, 64, 
of Louisville, Ky. to Janet 
Lynn McClelland Colding, 
64, of Hollow Rock.

Jennifer  Kay Veteto 
Russell, 55, of Puryear to 
Russell Kieth Noble Jr., 74, 
of Paris.

D o m e s t i c  A s s a u l t  — 
Wilfredo D. Rivera, Kay 
Avenue, McKenzie,  was 
charged with Domestic 
Assault on May 2.

According to a report, 
Officers Kyle Beauchamp 
and Matthew Cunningham 
were dispatched to the 
residence, where Wilfredo 
reportedly threatened his 
brother with bodily harm. 
His brother is an amputee, 
confined to a wheelchair. 
The report indicates Wil-
fredo was asleep in his car 
when his brother banged 
on the car, startling Wilfre-
do. Wilfredo was arrested 
and transported to Carroll 
County Jail.

DUI — Shane Barksdale, 
Cherrywood Cove, McKen-
zie, was charged with DUI 
on April 27.

O f f i c e r s  Ju s t i n  B r i s -
ter  and Sergeant Davis 
arrested Barksdale after 
officers were dispatched 
to Highland Drive, where 
Barksdale was reportedly 
purchasing alcohol. When 
Barksdale exited the store, 
he reportedly drove his 
truck erratically, crossing 
the line. The officers used 
a rolling roadblock to force 
Barksdale to stop. He was 
charged with DUI, Viola-
tion of the Implied Consent 
Law, and then transported 
to Carroll County Jail.

Disorderly Conduct — 
Steven Ray Gooch and Mel-
vin Eugene Hall, both of 77 
May Street, were charged 
with Disorderly Conduct 
after a verbal altercation 
in front of their residence 
on May 2.

Officer Matthew Cun-
ningham was dispatched 
to the residence, where the 
two men admitted to the 
argument that neighbors 
had reported. Both men 
were cited into General 
Sessions Court.

Theft — Rachel L. Clem-
ents, Sandhill Road, Glea-
s o n ,  wa s  c h a r g e d  w i t h 
Theft on April 21.

Officer Dalton Raspberry 
responded to Dollar Gen-

eral, Highway 22, where 
security video footage in-
dicated Clements found a 
wallet on the floor of the 
store, picked it  up, and 
placed it on her person. 
The owner of the wallet 
reported that it contained 
$270 in cash, a debit card, 
a driver’s license, and a 
winning $10 lottery ticket. 
The wallet was surrendered 
to Dollar General-Gleason, 
and the cash and lottery 
ticket were missing. Clem-
ents was cited into court.

Theft — Sarah Wilker-
son, Cherrywood Avenue, 
McKenzie,  was charged 
with theft after she report-
edly took money from her 
employer at Eagle BP.

Officer Matthew Cunning-
ham was dispatched to the 
convenience store, where 
he reviewed surveillance 
camera footage indicating 
that Wilkerson had removed 
$15 from the store’s cash 
receipts. She was cited into 
General Sessions Court.

Missing License Plate 
— Trice Horton, Walnut 
Circle, McKenzie, reported 
that her car’s registration 
plate was removed while 
t h e  v e h i c l e  wa s  i n  t h e 
Walmart parking lot. That 
incident occurred on April 
28. The missing plate was 
registered in the national 
crime computer.

Dogs Running at Large 
—  M o r g a n  L i m b a u g h , 
Reynolds Street, McKen-
zie, was cited into Gen-
eral Sessions Court after 

officers responded to five 
puppies running at large 
in the street.

Patrolman Dillion re-
ported he was bitten by 
one of the puppies as he 
stepped toward the front 
door. Officers secured the 
dogs and then called the 
owner regarding the mis-
demeanor charges.

A n t h o n y  Ne w m a n  t o 
Sommer Jamie Christine 
Hovis in District 11.

Morgan Katherine Lim-
baugh to Tammy Cathey in 
District 22.

Danny P. Allen to Danny 
P. Allen in District 2.

Larry and Judy Deere to 
Davis Investment Proper-
ties, LLC in District 21.

George and wife Mary-
linn Mergl to Sky Low and 
wife Jennifer Hoeg Reuter 
in District 18.

Lola Katie Galbraith to 
Bonita Carol Beaver in Dis-
trict 12.

Nicholas Ward Blake to 
Nicholas Ward Blake, trust-
ee in District 4.

Wendy Marie Autry nka 
Wendy Marie Cary to Chris 
Gurley in District 13.

Haley Greenaway to Joe 
L. Lindsey in District 19.

Green Investments, LLC 
to Diebold Enterprises LLC 

in District 11.
Cara Elizabeth and hus-

band Collin M. Pruett to 
Wyatt Cole Stokes in Dis-
trict 11.

Kenneth Todd as Clerk 
and Master to Wayne Yoder 
in District 16.

Clay Roberts Easley as 
executor to Clay Roberts 
Easley in District 11.

Clark Family Holdings, 
LLC to Collin and wife Cara 
Pruett in District 11.

Lyndol Lee Scott to Barba-
ra Jean Scott in District 13.

Paul E. and wife Jenni-
fer L. Brinkman to Jeb and 
wife Addison Atkinson in 
District 11.

The Perkins Corporation 
to Matthew C. and Misty D. 
Aird as trustees in District 9.

William Dakota Windom 
to Lillian Marie Windom in 
District 1.

Pervez Hai to Pecan 2025 
LLC. No district listed.

The fol lowing cases 
were heard in Carroll 
County General Sessions 
Court on April 29.

Timothy Terrell Baker, 
Park Street, McKenzie, 
guilty, Reckless Endan-
g e r m e n t-Ve h i c l e ,  o n e 
year of probation, cog-
nitive behavior training 
c o u r s e  re q u i re d ;  d i s -
missed, Driving While 
Suspended; dismissed, 
E v a d i n g  A r r e s t ;  d i s -
missed, Reckless Driving.

Cierra M. Kirby,  Jax 
Road,  Atwood,  gui l ty , 
Driving While License 
R e v o k e d ,  $ 2 5 0  f i n e , 
six months probation, 
must obtain a restricted 
license.

Steven Chad Ross, Bri-
ar Creek Road, Hunting-
don, guilty, Community 

Super vision Violation, 
11-29 probation, cogni-
tive behavior training 
course, must complete 
l o n g - t e r m  s u b s t a n c e 
abuse treatment.

Gavin Rosson, Highway 
230, Only, Tenn., guilty, 
A g g r a v a t e d  C r i m i n a l 
Trespass, six months pro-
bation, no contact with 
Abundant UFC Church, 
drug-alcohol evaluation; 
dismissed, Public Intox-
ication; dismissed, Pos-
session of Unlawful Drug 
Paraphernalia.

Georgia Willis-Cook-
sey, Todd Drive, Clarks-
ville, judicial diversion, 
Theft,  no contact with 
Walmart, supervised pro-
bation, court-suspended 
jail sentence due to de-
mentia diagnosis.

THOMAS HARRIS ROBERTS 
vs. CIVIL ACTION NO: 2024-CV-198
MARY ELIZABETH GANTT, ET. AL.

By the authority granted by an “ORDER” fi led in the above styled Case, and entered of record in 
Minute Book: 241, Page: 087, I will on Saturday, May 23, 2026, at 10 a.m., offer for sale to the highest 
and best bidder the real property as set out in said “Order”. 

Said real property will be sold on the premises located at 5800 Main Street, Trezevant, Tenn. The 
sale will take place on Saturday, May 23, 2026, at 10 a.m., at 5800 Main Street, Trezevant, Tenn. 

Said property consists of a residential lot upon which is located a brick home of approxi-
mately 1,698 S.F. of heated area, a 400 S.F. concrete front porch, a 400 S.F. enclosed con-
crete back porch, a detached garage and an outbuilding. The house has a living room with 
a fi replace with an oak mantle and hardwood fl oors, kitchen, Dining Room with a built in oak 
China cabinet, bath with ceramic tile and linen closet, Master Bedroom with fi replace and a 
full bath, two additional bedrooms, hall with 3 large closets. The house has Central HV AC 
and a paved drive. This property is in a great location and could be a showplace with a little 
TLC. This house has great character! DON’T MISS THIS SALE! 

This property is located in the 2nd Civil District of Carroll County, Tennessee, arid is identifi ed as 
Map No: 077C, Group: D, Parcel No: 009.00, in the Offi ce of the Property Assessor of Carroll County, 
Tennessee; and further described in Deed Book: 400, Page: 937, in the Register of Deeds Offi ce of 
Carroll County, Tennessee. 

A description of this real property will be given on the day of sale and may be had by calling the 
Offi ce of the Clerk & Master (731-986-1920) during regular Offi ce hours. Please call the Offi ce of the 
Clerk & Master (731-986-1920) if you have any questions or for an appointment to see the property. 

This property is being sold subject to the 2026 property taxes. 
TERMS OF SALE: 10% DOWN WITH THE BALANCE DUE WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS UPON 
DELIVERY OF DEED. A LETTER OF CREDIT FROM A LENDER WILL BE REQUIRED FOR THE 
BALANCE OF THE BID.
Dwayne D. Maddox III, BPR#010805
Attorney for the Plaintiff 
19695 East Main Street, Huntingdon, TN 38344
Kenneth Todd, Clerk & Master and Special Commissioner

A403/18-3

NOTICE OF SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY

Marriage LicensesCarroll County General 
Sessions Court Report

Property Transfers

McKenzie Police Reports
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Color A Masterpiece

Answer: In a NEIGHborhood.

Riddle Me This
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase 
below? Use each letter only once.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

PASTERN

LETTER MIX-UP

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell something 
pertaining to this week’s theme.

TASLBE

Answer: Stable

Where do
horses live?

Week 17 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 17

 

Weekly 
Crossword

Week 18 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Large dung beetle
  7. Gambling game __-lo
 10. Further along
 12. Type of tobacco
 13. Looked for
 14. Silk fabric
 15. Computer method to 
solve equations
 16. As fast as can be done 
(abbr.)
 17. Tear
 18. Brews
 19. “Famous” cookie baker
 21. Women’s Army Corps
 22. Front parts of an animal
 27. It’s causing quite a stir
 28. Beloved March holiday
 33. 12th letter of the Greek 
alphabet
 34. More impudent
 36. Indicates center
 37. Young woman (French)
 38. A cause of distress
 39. Santa’s helper
 40. Hillside
 41. Many wombs
 44. Is afraid of
 45. Popular baked goods 
ingredient
 48. Popular computers
 49. Conceiving of
 50. Google certification 
(abbr.)
 51. Sturdy

CLUES DOWN
  1. Peruse quickly
  2. Automobiles
  3. Razorbill genus
  4. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
  5. Consumed
  6. A place to sleep
  7. Small seeds
  8. Legendary law man Wyatt
  9. Female sheep
 10. Indigenous peoples of 
eastern Siberia
 11. A place ships dock
 12. Reciprocal of sine
 14. Discomfort
 17. British Air Aces
 18. Exit sleep
 20. Solar energetic particle
 23. Plagues characterized by 
starvation

 24. Short musical composition
 25. Trauma center
 26. Habitual twitching 
 29. A place where checks are 
exchanged (abbr.)
 30. Decameter
 31. Hinged surface in a wing
 32. Shouting
 35. Sports offi cial
 36. Volcanic craters
 38. Supportive device
 40. It’s part of a rosary
 41. Two-toed sloth
 42. Body art
 43. Let out
 44. Foreign medical graduate
 45. Nonprofi t journalism 
organization (abbr.)
 46. Couples say it
 47. Bird’s beak

Fun By Th e Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 

have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pen-
cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 18

See solution in next week’s edition.

We do the legwork to keep you informed. 
The McKenzie Banner, 731.352.3323

731.352.4567
390 Dr. Smith Ln. • McKenzie, TN

www.lakesidesenior.com

• Aff ordable, spacious private apartments
• Loving and caring community
• Located on the banks of Carroll Lake

A1
54

/3
2-

TF

Bridle
Canter

Chestnut
Colt

Croup
Dressage

Equestrian
Fetlock

Filly
Foal

Forelock
Gallop

Gelding
Halter
Hoof
Mane
Mare

Muzzle

Pastern
Pony

Saddle
Stallion

Trot
Withers

Loving Horses Word Search
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MISCELLANEOUS
NEED TO GET RID OF it? 
Advertise it in the classi-
fi eds! Th ousands of readers 
are looking at the classi-
fi eds every week. Advertise 
your service or product for 
only $5 for 25 words, $8 for 
26-50 words, and 20 cents 
for each additional word 
over 50 each week . Ca l l 
731-352-3323 to get started! 
NC/27-TF

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED — CARE-
GI V ER W IL L WOR K  for 
a company in the Gleason 
area, Monday-Friday. 731-
514-8287. R27477/18-1

Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/T
F

FOR LEASE
AVAILABLE — 4,000 SQ. 
FT. NEXT TO H&R BLOCK, 
a t  C e d a r  S t r e e t  P l a z a , 
1926 Cedar Street, McK-
enzie. Call 731-352-2189. 
A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq. 
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway 
79 Highland Mall, across 
from the post office. Call 
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

AUCTIONS
G E T  T H E  W O R D  O U T 
A B O U T  Y O U R  N E X T 
A U C T I O N !  S a v e  T i m e 
& $$$. One Ca l l for A l l . 
Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 103 other TN 
n e w s p a p e r s .  F o r  m o r e 
i n fo, contact t h is news-
paper’s classified dept. or 
call Becky Moats 931-624-
8916. (TnScan)

FOR RENT
H O U S E S  A N D  A PA R T-
M E N T S :  M c K E N Z I E 
A R E A . w w w. mcken z ie -
homefi nders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

SERVICES
S AW Y E R S  T R E E  S E R-
V ICE: 60’ Bucket Tr uck . 
Take Down or Prune. Haul 
Off and Clean Up. Grind 
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call 
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

J O E ’ S  T R E E  S E R V I C E 
A N D  S T U M P  R E M O V-
A L :  60 f t .  bucket t r uck , 
prune or take down grind 
s t u m p s ,  c l e a n  u p  a n d 
haul off, insured, free es-
t imates. 731-697-0023 or 
731-513-1518. A7084/21-TF

YOU R  L OW  C O S T  A D -
V ERTISING SOLUTION! 
One call & your 25 word ad 
will appear in 104 Tennes-
see newspapers for $275/
wk or 28 West TN news-
papers for $100/wk. Cal l 
this newspaper’s classified 
advertising dept. or go to 
w w w.tnpress.com/news-
paper-networks. (TnScan)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

OLSH A N FOUN DATION 
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted 
foundation repair experts 
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. 
Water ma nagement a nd 
more. Free evaluation. Lim-
ited time up to $250 off  foun-
dation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-265-5932. (TnScan)

PR EPA R E FOR POW ER 
OU TAGE S T ODAY w it h 
a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-888-869-5542 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move. (TnScan)

WANTED: TO BUY
W E BU Y HOUS E S F OR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No f uss. A ny cond it ion. 
Easy t hree step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
pa id. Get you r fa i r cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-551-
1426. (TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER INTERNET for speeds 
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, 
no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make 
the switch. Call 1-855-481-
3340. (TnScan)

GET BOOST I N F I N I T E! 
UNLIMITED TALK, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

 DIRECT V  — ALL YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof ! Sign up 
for Di rec t a nd get you r 
f irst free months of Max, 
Pa ra mou nt+, Show t i me, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ INTERNET! Free Install, 
Free H D -DV R Upg rade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-844-274-6074. (Tn-
Scan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY
AUDIEN HEARING. THE 
WOR LD’S FIRST HEA R-
ING AID with touchscreen 
controls. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 45-
day r isk f ree t r ia l .  Free 
shipping. Lifetime support. 
More than 1.5 million hap-
py customers. Call Audien 
1-888-297-2079. (TnScan)

D E N T A L  I N S U R A N C E 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
det a i ls!  1- 8 4 4-278 - 82 85 
w w w.denta l50plus.com/
tnpress #6258. (TnScan)

14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

A8
66

1/
34

-T
F

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731.352.2761

nickyjoestaff ordrealestate@outlook.com
www.staff ord-realestate.com

Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD

NICKY JOE

Sandi Roditis

731-415-2927

Buford Taylor

731-225-8321

Valarie McMackin

731-418-2313

Jason Artymovich

586-243-3257

Blake Cossey

731-607-8643

Maleah Hollingsworth

731-694-7871

Residential
Municipal

Commercial
Irrigation Well Drilling

Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

Over 30 years of experience

A5
19
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US
SELL’ S

WELL DRILLING
731-415-6550

Russell Basford, Owner

P.O. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201
russell.drilling@hotmail.com

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

SEPTIC PUMPING
731-234-6012

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Backhoe • Trenching • Gas Piping • Septic Pumping • Pipe Water 
Heaters • Well Tanks • Valves • Fittings • Faucets

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF 

INVENTORY FOR THOSE 
AFTER HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

TOLBERT
Plumbing & Electric

TF

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Business Directory
Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

A4
78

5/
18

-1

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

McKenzie Housing Authority is opening its 
waiting list for one-bedroom units only. 

Applications will be accepted beginning
May 5, 2026.

McKENZIE HOUSING AUTHORITY 

WAITING LIST OPEN FOR 
ONE-BEDROOM UNITS

A473/18-1
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OUR WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAYS

10 a.m. – Sunday School (Classes for all ages)

11 a.m. – Morning Worship Service

1:30 p.m. – Afternoon Service

WEDNESDAYS
7 p.m. – Mid-Week Prayer & Bible Study

747 WEST MAGNOLIA AVE, McKENZIE, TENNESSEE
Jon King Pastor      Fred Morris Associate Pastor

A
6

7
5

2
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Join Us This Sunday at Grace Baptist Church!

Looking for a place to grow in faith 
and fi nd a welcoming community? 
Looking for a place to grow in faith 
and fi nd a welcoming community? 

Grace Baptist Church warmly invites you and your family 

to join us for our weekly services. Whether you are a long-time 

resident or new to the area, our doors are open to everyone in 

our community.

NASHVILLE (April 29) 
— The Tennessee Sports 
Writers Association re-
leased its annual Girls 
Basketball All-State team 
Wednesday,  which in-
cludes three players from 
Carroll County.

In Class 2A, Huntingdon 
freshman Wylie Kee and 
sophomore Knox Bennett 
were selected.

In Class 1A, McKenzie 
sophomore Jaycee Stafford 
was named to the team.

The full teams for class-
es 2A and 1A are:

Class 2A 
Wylie Kee, Huntingdon, 

Fr.
Maliyah Glasper, Gatlin-

burg-Pittman, Sr.
Kaegan Young, Cascade, 

Sr.
Ally Augustin, Loretto, Jr.

Knox Bennett, Hunting-
don, So.

Ashlee Brent, Westview, 
Jr.

Emma Cooper, York In-
stitute, Jr.

Kaylee Dixon, Smith 
County, So.

Ava Floyd,  Hickman 
County, Jr.

E m r y  J o n e s ,  S m i t h 
County, Jr.

Malea Masingale, Mc-
Minn Central, Jr.

Sh’Nyla Moss, Union 
City, Jr.

Saniya Reaves, Gibson 
County, Sr.

Curnesha Taylor, Mem-
phis Business, Sr.

Raylee Werner, York In-
stitute, Sr.

Class 1A 
Laila Downs-Darden, 

McEwen, Jr.

Rayanna Fisher, Green-
field, Jr.

Zoey Nicholas, Pickett 
County, Sr.

Av a  A s h l e y ,  Wa y n e 
County, Jr.

Bailey Blair, Richland, Sr.
Harmony Bell, Middle-

ton, Sr.
Kemora Buggs, Middle-

ton, Sr.
Lily Claire Lowe, Coal-

field, So.
Ke n d a l l  M c L e m o r e , 

Humboldt, Jr.
Abigail Netherton, Van 

Buren, Jr.
Ella Porter, Greenfield, Fr.
Michelle Shields, Una-

ka, Sr.
Jaycee Stafford, McKen-

zie, So.
Tralyn Southerland, 

North Greene, So.
Lily Wright, Coalfield, So.

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (April 
30) — The Huntingdon High 
School Mustangs opened 
the District 12AA Baseball 
Tournament with a domi-
nant win over the Camden 
Lions Thursday night, 13-3 
in five innings.

Camden struck first with 
three runs in the top of the 
first frame and held that lead 
until the Mustangs tied it 
in the bottom of the third. 
Huntingdon took a huge lead 
with a nine-run fourth, then 
added one in the fifth to end 
the game early.

Mustang Broox Bennett 
was 1-for-2 with a triple, 
a walk, an RBI, three runs 
scored and two stolen bases. 
Colt Wood was 2-for-3 with 
a double, a walk, two RBIs, 
a run scored and two stolen 
bases. Silas Sharp was 1-for-1 
with a sacrifice fly, a walk and 
two RBIs. Owen Kreuziger 
was 1-for-3 with two RBIs, a 
run scored and a stolen base. 
Caleb Ezell was 1-for-3 with 

two RBIs and a run scored. 
Braylin Dearmon was 1-for-3 
with a walk, an RBI, two runs 
scored and a stolen base. Cy 
Hankins was 0-for-1 with 
two walks and a run scored. 
Hayes Eubanks was 0-for-1 
with a walk, two runs scored 
and a stolen base.

Lion Carter Maines was 
1-for-1 with a home run, a 
walk, three RBIs and one run 
scored. Amaury Rogers was 
1-for-3 with a double and 
a run scored. JD Greer was 
1-for-2 with a walk and a run 
scored.

Kenton Smith earned 

the complete-game win for 
Huntingdon, allowing three 
earned runs on three hits 
while walking three and 
striking out three.

Carter Maines took the 
loss for Camden, allowing 
seven runs (six earned) on 
two hits while walking six 
and striking out four in three 
and two-thirds innings. Am-
aury Rogers pitched to four 
batters, allowing four earned 
runs on three hits and a walk. 
Noah Harper pitched the fi-
nal frame, allowing two runs 
(one earned) on two hits with 
no walks.

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (May 2) 
— The Huntingdon High 
School Mustangs clinched 
the District 12AA Baseball 
Championship Saturday af-
ternoon with an 11-0 shutout 
of the Milan Bulldogs in five 
innings.

Following the game, the 
All-District and All-Tourna-
ment teams were announced.

The All-District team 
included Mustangs Owen 
Kreuziger, Braylin Dearmon, 
Silas Sharp, Broox Bennett, 
Hayes Eubanks and Caleb 
Ezell.

The All-Tournament team 
included Mustangs Caleb 

Ezell, Owen Kreuziger, Colt 
Wood and Silas Sharp.

In the title game, Hunting-
don scored a pair of runs in 
the bottom of the first, five in 
the second and two each in 
the third and fourth innings.

Mustang Kenton Smith 
was 2-for-2 with two walks 
and three RBIs. Braylin Dear-
mon was 1-for-3 with a dou-
ble, a sacrifice fly, an RBI and 
a run scored. Broox Bennett 
was 1-for-2 with a double, 
a walk, an RBI, three runs 
scored and a stolen base. 
Colt Wood was 1-for-1 with 
three walks, an RBI, a run 
scored and a stolen base. 
Owen Kreuziger was 1-for-3 
with an RBI. Hayes Eubanks 
was 0-for-1 with two walks, 

three runs scored and a sto-
len base. Cy Hankins was 
0-for-2 with a walk and an 
RBI. Caleb Ezell was 0-for-2 
with a walk and a run scored.

Bulldog Cayden Cates was 
1-for-1.

Owen Kreuziger earned 
the complete-game, one-hit 
shutout for Huntingdon, al-
lowing no walks with five 
strikeouts.

JP Scott took the loss for 
Milan, allowing eight runs 
(four earned) on five hits 
while walking five and strik-
ing out one in two innings. 
Cayden Cates pitched the 
final two innings, allowing 
three earned runs on one hit 
while walking six and striking 
out one.

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

BRUCETON (May 1) 
— The District 12A Base-
ball Tournament, hosted 
by Hollow Rock-Bruceton 
Central High School, con-
tinued Friday with two 
contests. First, the Clarks-
burg Rockets defeated the 
Houston County Irish, 5-1, 
in an elimination game. 
Then, the McKenzie Reb-
els edged the host Tigers, 
3-2, to secure a spot in the 
championship.

Clarksburg Rockets 5, 
Houston County Irish 1
Houston County struck 

first with their lone run in 
the top of the first. Clarks-
burg immediately took 
the lead with a pair in the 
home half,  then added 
three in the second.

Rocket Reagan Halter 
was 2-for-3 with a run 
scored. Trae Cobb was 
1-for-2 with a walk, two 
RBIs, a run scored and a 
stolen base. Walker Aston 
was 1-for-2 with an RBI 
and a run scored. Grey-
sen Jones was 1-for-3 with 
two RBIs. Levi Davis was 
1-for-3. Samuel Wallace 
and Maddox Robbins were 
each 0-for-1 with a walk 
and a run scored.

Houston County’s Sam-
uel Ferrell was 2-for-4 with 
a run scored and a stolen 
base. Brody Harris was 
1-for-2 with a stolen base. 
Noah Herron was 1-for-3. 
Ryder Forrester was 1-for-4.

Taylor Lawler earned the 
win for Clarksburg, allow-
ing one earned run on five 
hits while walking none 
and striking out four in 
six innings. Greysen Jones 
pitched the final frame, 
allowing no runs, hits or 
walks with one strikeout.

Samuel Ferrell took the 
complete-game loss for the 
Irish, allowing five earned 
runs on six hits while walk-
ing three and striking out 
five.

McKenzie Rebels 3, 
Central Tigers 2

McKenzie scored the 
game’s first run in the bot-
tom of the third, then add-
ed a run in each of the next 
two frames. Central rallied 
for a pair in the top of the 
sixth.

Rebel Xander Johnsey 
was 1-for-4 with a triple, 
an RBI and a run scored. 
Hudson Garrett was 2-for-
3 with a run scored. Aiden 
Legens was 2-for-3. Fletch-
er Holt was 1-for-3. Avery 
Brown was 0-for-2 with a 
walk.

Tiger Braxton Howard 
was 1-for-3 with a walk and 
a run scored. Parker Finley 
was 1-for-2 with a walk. 
Tanner Walters was 1-for-4 
with a stolen base. Brayden 
Maness was 0-for-1 with 
a walk and a stolen base. 
Drake Hollingsworth was 
0-for-3 with an RBI.

Fletcher Holt earned the 
complete-game win for 
McKenzie, allowing two 
unearned runs on three 
hits while walking three 
and striking out nine.

Drake Hollingsworth 
took the complete-game 
loss for Central, allowing 
three runs (one earned) on 
six hits while walking one 
and striking out two.

Area Players Named TSWA Basketball All-State
Left, Jaycee Stafford.  Center, Knox Bennett.  Right, Wylie Kee.

Above, Fletcher Holt earned the complete-game win 
for McKenzie, allowing two unearned runs on three 
hits while walking three and striking out nine.  Be-
low, Rocket Walker Aston slides into home ahead of 
the tag. Photos by Davarion Gilbert/The Banner

Rebels, Rockets Win on Friday
DISTRICT 12A BASEBALL TOURNAMENT
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BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (April 30) — 
McKenzie High School soft-
ball celebrated lone senior 
Haylee Beard Thursday af-
ternoon prior to the Lady 
Rebels’ district play-in game 
against Clarksburg.

Haylee was honored on 
the field with her parents, 
April and Bryan Beard.

The senior and four-year 
player addressed her young-
er teammates, “Keep your 
head up. There will always be 
people that try to bring you 
down. Don’t let them. Con-
tinue to be great and bring 
your best every day. Don’t 
ever leave with a “what if.” If 
you do, you’re cutting your 
potential short. If you are 

struggling with softball or any 
sport, remember that you are 
more than a game. No matter 
when you walk on the field or 
the court, give it 110 percent. 
Always keep in mind, softball 
is 80 percent mental and 20 

percent physical. My dad 
always told me that. Keep a 
positive mindset and the rest 
will follow. I love you.”

Haylee capped the special 
day with a sixth-inning home 
run as McKenzie won, 8-3.

McKenzie Lady Rebel softball senior Haylee Beard 
with her parents, April and Bryan Beard. Photo by Brad 
Sam/The Banner

Lady Rebels Softball Honors Senior Beard

Mustangs Stifle Milan, Cruise to Title
The District 12AA All-Tournament team included (L to R) Mustangs Caleb Ezell, 
Owen Kreuziger, Colt Wood and Silas Sharp. Photo by Russell Bush/The Banner

Mustang Broox Bennett slides into third just ahead 
of the tag for a triple. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Mustangs Crush Lions in Opener, 13-3
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