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CARROLL COUNTY — Early vot-
ing for the May 2026 primary elec-
tion began Wednesday, April 15.

 Carroll County residents wishing 
to cast an early ballot must vote 
through the Carroll County Election 
Commission Office, located at 625 
High Street in Huntingdon (behind 
the Carroll County Government 
Office).

Voters have from April 15-April 
30 to cast an early vote. Early voting 
hours are as listed:

- Monday through Friday: 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

- Saturday: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
To vote in a political party’s pri-

mary election, a person must be a 
bona fide member of, be affiliated 
with, or declare allegiance with 

the political party for which they 
are voting.

It is a violation of Tennessee 
Code Annotated Section 2-7-115(b) 
and punishable as a crime under 
Tennessee Code Annotated 2-19-
107 to do otherwise.

The 2026 Primary Election is 
Tuesday, May 5. On the ballot are 
county and school board offices.

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (April 
18) — After several hours of 
searching by multiple agen-
cies, Lisa Jean Fields, 56, of 
Huntingdon, was found alive 
in the early hours of April 18.

Fields was reported miss-
ing by the Carroll County 

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (April 20) — 
Huntingdon High School held a 
special ceremony prior to Monday 
night’s baseball game to officially 
dedicate Eubanks Field in honor of 

Head Coach Alan Eubanks.
The dedication coincides with the 

recent completion of a construction 
project to update the facility’s press 
box, concessions and restrooms.

The Eubanks family and former 
players and coaches were invited 
onto the field, and PA announcer 

Russell Bush spoke.
“ To n i g h t ,”  B u s h  s a i d ,  “ t h e 

Huntingdon Special School District 
would like to recognize a man and a 
family that has been instrumental in 
giving back to the Mustang Baseball 

Commission 
Agrees to New 
Payroll Schedule 
BY JASON R. MARTIN
jmartin@mckenziebanner.com

 HUNTINGDON (April 13) 
— The Carroll County Com-
mission met on Monday, 
April 13. Two key items were 
on the agenda: purchasing  
TACN radios through the 
Sheriff’s Office and changing 
the payroll schedule policy 
for county employees.

Resolution 4-01-2026 

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

C A R R O L L  C O U N T Y 
(April 16) — The Nation-
al Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) has issued 
a preliminary report re-
garding the fatal accident 
that occurred March 27 
on Highway 70 in Carroll 
County involving a Mont-
gomery County school bus, 

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

The Carroll County Civic Center 
was the backdrop of an impressive 
display of 12 brand new fire trucks 
on Thursday, April 16.

The Carroll County Fire Depart-
ment (CCFD), in the span of seven 
months, received the trucks in what 

Carroll County Commissioner Lana 
Suite considered a “catch-up” in-
vestment of $5.4 million into the 
department.

When Carroll County Fire Chief 
Jonathan Gaskins joined the fire 
department, fleet management 
and improvement was one of his 
primary initiatives. At the time, the 
average age of the department’s 

fleet was 38 years, with some of the 
oldest trucks being from the 1980s.

Since receiving the new trucks, 
the CCFD has begun auctioning 
some of its older vehicles. The 
CCFD now has 44 pieces of equip-
ment in total. Gaskins estimated 
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OBITUARIES
Betty Foreman, 91
Carolyn Jean Garlits, 73
Constance Ann Greer, 65
Mary Winchester Kleet, 92
Maurice Pinson, 97
Sandra Lynn Allen Roof, 65
David R. Schenk, 68
Ann Pearson Smith, 54
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Accepting new patients.
Now with extended hours

and walk-in’s welcome.

Hours:
Monday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Tuesday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

Carroll County
Family Health Care

641 R.B. Wilson Dr. | Huntingdon, TN 38344

731-986-7400
baptistonline.org/carrollcounty(L to R): Stephanie Slack-Allen, DNP, APRN, PMHNP-BC; Chris Blount, PA-C; Elly Riley, 

DO; Lori Holladay, NP; Jill Bennett, NP; Katharine Bullock, FNP; and Emily Ezell, DO.
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A/C REPAIRA/C REPAIR

BRAKE REPAIRBRAKE REPAIR

A/C REPAIRA/C REPAIR

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

14995 HIGHLAND DR.14995 HIGHLAND DR.
MCKENZIE, TN 38201MCKENZIE, TN 38201

(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)

731-393-0091731-393-0091

Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair

Belt, Hose Replacement

Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!

AMERICAN
ROOFING CO.

LEAK?
Call Clay Adams

FREE Roof Inspections
www.AMERICAN-ROOFING-CO.com
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731-499-2091

Voted Best Roofing Company
in Carroll County.

Serving the McKenzie and 
Carroll County area for 20 Years.

Early Voting Begins in Carroll County

See FOUND on Page 3

Fields Located, 
Improving in 
Medical Facility

FOUND ALIVE

Huntingdon Director of Schools Dr. Jonathan Kee and school board chairman Dr. Lee Carter present Alan 
Eubanks and his family with a replica of Eubanks Field. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

High School Dedicates Eubanks Field

See EUBANKS on Page 3

HUNTINGDON MUSTANGS HONOR HEAD COACH

See RADIO on Page 3

Carroll County 
To Adopt TACN 
Radio System

See BUS on Page 3

Preliminary 
Report Issued 
On Bus Crash

Twelve brand new Fouts Fire trucks were lined up on display at the Carroll County Civic Center on 
Thursday, April 16. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

See FIRE on Page 3

County Receives First New Fire Trucks in Decades

Wednesday,
April 22

Earth Day

Friday,
April 24

Arbor Day

Lisa Fields
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BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (April 
15) — A ring presenta-
tion ceremony was held 
Wednesday for the 2025 
Class  2A state  football 
c h a m p i o n  Hu n t i n g d o n 
Mustangs. Players, coaches, 
supporters and fans gath-

ered in the high school gym 
to again celebrate the mon-
umental accomplishment.

The rings and the event 
were sponsored by Granges 
Americas. Representatives 
of the corporation were 
present for the celebra-
tion and were presented a 
plaque featuring a jersey 
signed by the team declar-

ing appreciation for the 
company’s “unwavering 
support and commitment” 
to the program.

Huntingdon Director of 
Schools Dr. Jonathan Kee 
welcomed all to the cere-
mony and thanked every-
one for their contributions.

Granges Americas Presi-
dent Patrick Lawlor offered 

his congratulations. He not-
ed that a number of parents 
and fans in attendance are 
Granges employees and 
expressed his hope to see 
some of the Mustangs join 
the Granges team.

Head Coach Eric Sw-
enson said, “Tonight, we 
hand out these rings not 
just because we won a state 

championship, but because 
you earned them the right 
way. Through early morn-
ings, late nights, pain, sac-
rifice and belief in each 
other when no one else 
did. Every time you look at 
this ring, remember what it 
stands for: the price of ex-
cellence, the power of uni-
ty and the pride of being 

champions. Wear it with 
honor. Carry this feeling 
with you for the rest of your 
life. I’m proud to be your 
coach. Congratulations, 
state champs.”

Swenson and Clint Ezell 
then presented the rings to 
each player, coach, manag-
er, ball boy, support staff 
member and administrator.

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (April 
15) — The Huntingdon 
Special  School  District 
Board of Education met 
Wednesday afternoon in 
the high school librar y. 
The meeting was brief, but 
board members approved 
a  d o z e n  w i d e - r a n g i n g 
board policy updates.

T w o  o f  t h e  u p d a t e s 
amend policies regarding 
drugs and alcohol.  One 
adds language allowing for 
drug and alcohol testing 
triggered by reasonable 
suspicion, while the oth-
er establishes procedures 
surrounding the testing 
process.

One update amends the 
personnel records policy 
to include disciplinary ac-
tion and responses from 
the employee.

Another approved change 
adds language that telework 
is not permitted outside of 
times of emergency.

Updates were approved 

to separation practices for 
three categories of dis-
trict employees: tenured, 
non-tenured and non-cer-
tified. In each case, lan-
guage was added to allow 
for  temporar y  removal 
from duty not to be con-
sidered disciplinary “but 
rather  a  pre cautionar y 
measure until a determi-
nation can be made” about 
further actions.

The sick leave policy 
was amended to require a 
doctor’s statement when 
an employee is absent for 
five consecutive working 
days.

Another update clari-
fies language prohibiting 
employees with a conta-
gious or communicable 
disease from performing 
duties in a location that 
might endanger the health 
of students.

The polic y  on poli t i -
cal activities was updat-
ed to reiterate that dis-
trict-owned property may 
not be used for political 

promotion of solicitation 
and that employees shall 
not  use audio or  video 
messages  to  engage in 
such activity during school 
hours.

A policy was updated 
to state that teachers who 
engage in private tutoring 
do so as independent ac-
tors and that the district 
shall not be liable for any 
claims or damages arising 
from such services.

Final ly ,  a  pol ic y  was 
amended to clarify that 
the director of schools is 
the only employee directly 
employed by the board 
of education and that all 
others are employed, su-
per vise d and manage d 
under the authority of the 
director.

Board members also ap-
proved a field trip for the 
high school JAG program.

The meeting adjourned 
in just under 20 minutes.

The board meets next on 
Wednesday, May 20.

Huntingdon School Board Approves Policy Updates

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

NASHVILLE — Virtual 
schools are a major topic 
in Tennessee’s current leg-
islative session. While the 
bill targeting South Carroll 
Special School District’s 
virtual school funding has 
made little movement in 
Nashville, one bill directed 
at underperforming virtual 
schools has made signifi-
cant progress in both the 
House and Senate.

HB2420/SB2441, spon-
sored by Rep. Mark White 
(R-Memphis) and Sen. Bill 
Powers (R-Clarksville), will 
hold underperforming vir-
tual schools accountable by 
requiring their closure.

Under current state law, 
the Commissioner of Ed-
ucation may only advise a 
school’s closure if the school 
performed a Level 1 on the 
Tennessee Value-Added As-
sessment System (TVAAS) 
or landed on the priority 
list. In calculating a TVAAS 
score, a student’s perfor-
mance is compared to the 
performance of his or her 
peers who performed sim-
ilarly on past assessments.

The new bill also prohib-
its a nonprofit or for-profit 
provider from contracting 
to operate or manage a new 
virtual school in Tennessee 
for a period of five years if a 
virtual school operated or 
managed by the provider 
is closed due to the virtual 
school’s previous poor aca-
demic performance.

The original bill language 
indicated immediate clo-
sure upon receiving a Level 
1 or priority list placement. 
The House and Senate ad-
opted an amendment, com-
promising that any type of 
closure will be staved off 
for three years. If a virtual 
school is on the priority list 
or Level 1, it has three addi-
tional years to get off the list 
or grow to Level 2.

The Senate passed the 
amended bill on April 16 
with bipartisan support 
from 27 Senators, includ-
ing Sen.  John Stevens 
(R-Huntingdon). The House 
moved to substitute and 
conform to the Senate Bill 
on April 13, in a vote of 69 
ayes, 21 noes and two no-
votes. Rep. Brock Martin 
(R-Huntingdon) voted in 
favor of the substitution, 
while Rep. Tandy Darby 
(R-Greenfield) voted no.

Education Instruction 
Subcommittee Chairman 
Rep. Scott Cepicky (R-Cul-
leoka), co-chairman of the 
bill, spoke about the piece 
of legislation in an interview 
on the TNFirefly Podcast.

Of Tennessee’s 65 virtual 
schools, 49 were created in 
the past five years, accord-
ing to Rep. Scott Cepicky. 

“The problem with a lot 
of our virtual schools is 
they’re Level 1 or they’re on 
the priority list of being in 
the bottom five in the state 
of Tennessee,” Cepicky said.

He referre d to  virtual 
schools as the “most riski-
est” delivery method of ed-
ucation to students.

To hold the schools ac-
countable, he supported 
HB2420/SB2441’s method 
of closing schools if they 
hold a TVAAS Level 1 or pri-
ority listing for three years.

According to Cepicky, 
this bill does not seek to 
eliminate virtual schools; it 
holds the schools to a high-
er accountability standard 
than before.

Stacy Stuppy, executive 
director of Volunteer State 
Virtual Academy (VSVA) 
in Lewis County, spoke in 
opposition of the bill during 
a subcommittee meeting 
March 24.

“Schools should absolute-
ly be responsible for student 
outcomes,” Stuppy said. 
“However, the original bill 
raises concerns about how 
accountability timelines in-
tersect with the realities of 
school improvement — par-
ticularly for new schools.”

VSVA is in its third year 
of operation, and its middle 
and high school programs 
landed on the TVAAS pri-
ority list for the academy’s 
first two years. Under the 
proposed bill, the acade-
my would be up for closure 
soon.

However, Stuppy said 
VSVA’s placement on the 
priority list is not a good 
depiction of student output. 

The middle school’s des-
ignation was based on only 
two years of data. The first 
year, she admitted, result-
ed in poor student perfor-
mance. The second year, the 
school implemented stron-
ger systems to track and 
keep up with students, re-
sulting in improved perfor-
mance. She said the second 
year of data alone would not 
have placed VSVA on the 
priority list, but the average 
of the first and second years’ 
scores did.

“Priority designation in 
Tennessee exists so that the 
state can provide schools 
with targeted support, re-
sources and time to imple-
ment improvement strate-
gies and demonstrate prog-
ress,” Stuppy said. 

But she doesn’t feel like 
virtual schools are given 
enough space to improve 
under this legislation.

While brick-and-mortar 
schools are given two full 
cycles — six total years — to 
improve, virtual schools are 
only given one cycle under 
this bill. Stuppy asked for 
virtual schools to receive 
two full cycles as well.

“Accountability should 
ensure improvement — not 
prevent it,” Stuppy said.

Cepicky countered Stup-
py’s argument during the 
subcommittee meeting.

“ To  say  t h a t  v i r tu a l 
schools are treated the same 
as brick and mortar or char-
ters is not a true statement,” 
Cepicky said. 

Unlike charter schools, 

virtual schools do not un-
dergo a rigorous application 
or approval process by the 
state, face enhanced finan-
cial oversight or ongoing 
evaluations or have fixed 
contract terms or a renewal 
process.

R e p.  Sa m  Mc Ke n z i e 
(D-Knoxville) also voiced 
opposition to the bill during 
a House Floor Session on 
April 13. 

McKenzie’s primary con-
cern was that virtual schools 
will begin selecting students 
based on test scores in order 
to stay in business, leaving 
lower-performing students 
behind.

“How can we work to 
make sure that all of our 
kids are getting the educa-
tion that they need?” McK-
enzie asked.

Students opt to attend 
virtual school for various 
reasons. Dr. Norris shared 
with The Banner in Jan-
uary that one Clarksburg 
Virtual Academy student 
was homebound, having 
enrolled in the virtual acad-
emy after receiving brain 
surgery. Another chose to 
do virtual school every day 
from 2:30 to 8:30 a.m. before 
taking her mother to receive 
chemotherapy treatments.

“For many students with 
unique circumstances, vir-
tual learning is not just an 
alternative; it is the best fit 
for their educational suc-
cess,” Norris said.

Norris does not foresee 
this piece of legislation af-
fecting South Carroll’s vir-
tual schools.

“Clarksburg Virtual Acad-
emy is structured with a dif-
ferent approach and strong 
support systems in place,” 
Norris said. “We current-
ly operate six testing sites 
across Tennessee and are 
committed to providing stu-
dents with the tools they 
need to succeed. Parents 
have access to monitor 
their child’s progress in real 
time, allowing for greater 
transparency and engage-
ment. In addition, many 
students are supported by a 
case manager who regularly 
communicates with both 
the student and family, of-
fering guidance and sharing 
best practices for successful 
online learning.”

During the K-12 Educa-
tion Subcommittee meet-
ing on March 24, Cepicky 
noted that South Carroll’s 
first-year performance was 
already showing promis-
ing results compared to 
some longer-established 
programs. 

“This reinforces that a 
new model, when imple-
mented with intention and 
support, can be effective,” 
said Dr. Lisa Norris, South 
Carroll director of schools 
and Clarksburg Virtual 
Academy principal.

The Senate has already 
passed SB2441, but the 
House has yet to pass 
HB2420 — SB2441’s corre-
sponding bill.

Another virtual school 
bill, HB2388/SB2188, tar-
gets South Carroll Special 
School District’s virtual 
school funding. The bill has 
not yet been heard by the 
House.

New Legislation Threatens 
Underperforming Virtual 
Schools with ClosuresBY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

lsummers@mckenziebanner.com
TREZEVANT (April 14) 

— The Trezevant Board 
of Mayor and Aldermen 
addressed a wide range of 
municipal issues during 
its Tuesday meeting, in-
cluding fire department 
funding, ongoing concerns 
about business regulation 
and e n forcement ,  pro-
posed permitting require-
ments,  a new fireworks 
ordinance and steps to-
ward forming an industrial 
development board.

Mayor Bobby Blaylock 
presided over the meeting 
with all aldermen present—
Pam Joyner, Don Barger, 
Dan Dieringer, Leon Lyell 
and Mark Argo—beginning 
with department updates.

Dieringer reported that 
seasonal work is underway 
at the town park, including 
mowing and flower plant-
ing, and noted a successful 
Easter egg hunt. He also 
said sanitation services had 
no negative reports in the 
past month and announced 
that leaf pickup would be-
gin later in the week.

Alderman Don Barger 
highlighted law enforce-
ment activity, with 95 traf-
fic stops conducted, result-
ing in 52 citations and 66 
total violations. Officials 
noted that drivers were av-
eraging 20 to 21 miles per 
hour over posted speed 
limits. Citations included 
speeding, stop sign vio-
lations and issues related 
to licenses, insurance and 
cell phone use.

Alderman Leon Lyell in-
formed board members 
that the Trezevant Fire De-
partment asked if the city 
could redirect their pay 
to go toward new equip-
ment. Board members ex-
pressed concern about the 

legality and fairness of this 
request.

Mayor  Blaylock said, 
“I think we should keep 
paying them. We can find 
money somewhere in the 
budget to pay for what 
they need.” 

The board will discuss 
this matter further in fu-
ture meetings, after Lyell 
speaks with the fire chief 
and determines potential 
equipment costs.

During public comments, 
resident John Quinn raised 
concerns about inconsis-
tent enforcement of home 
occupation rules. Quinn 
argued that while he had 
followed the town’s require-
ments, others had not faced 
similar scrutiny. 

“ You made the rules,” 
Quinn said. “I’m following 
them. You’ve got multiple 
businesses in this town 
that have yet to go to the 
board of appeals and get 
a permit or an exception 
for their business.” 

Quinn also pointed out 
p o t e n t i a l  l o s t  r e v e n u e 
from unlicensed business-
es failing to collect sales 
tax, urging the board to 
enforce regulations more 
uniformly.

T h e  b o a r d  l a t e r  d i s -
cussed a proposed permit-
ting system for construc-
tion projects and business-
es, including a potential 
$50 application fee. 

A l d e r m a n  D i e r i n g e r 
describe d the measure 
as a documentation tool 
t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e 
with existing codes and 
provide accountabil ity. 
The proposal prompted 
e x t e n s i v e  d e b a t e  o v e r 
fees, enforcement and the 
scope of regulation, with 
questions raised about 
inspections, mobile busi-
nesses and whether fees 

would be refundable i f 
permits were denied. No 
final decision was made, 
and the matter is expect-
ed to return for further 
consideration.

The board also approved 
a new fireworks ordinance 
on second reading, estab-
lishing specific dates and 
times for legal use, includ-
ing July 1, 2 and 4 from 10 
a.m. to 10:30 p.m., July 3 
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 p.m., 
December 31 from 8 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. and January 1 
from 8 p.m. to 12 a.m. 

One resident objected 
to late-night allowances 
extending into January 2, 
calling it  “excessive” as 
Januar y 2 is a workday. 
The ordinance ultimately 
passed without amend-
ment after discussion.

In other business, the 
board moved forward with 
forming a planning com-
mission, naming Mayor 
Blaylock and Alderman 
Mark Argo to ser ve. Of-
ficials also provided an 
update on the creation of 
an industrial development 
board, noting that can-
didates had been inter-
viewed and would soon 
participate in a training 
session before final ap-
pointments are made.

B u d g e t  a m e n d m e n t s 
for both the general fund 
and water and sewer fund 
were approved, largely to 
reallocate existing funds 
and better reflect current 
spending.

The meeting concluded 
with a vote to spend $395 
to include Trezevant on the 
Carroll County resource 
map and to purchase 25 
copies for the town.

The Town of Trezevant’s 
next meeting of the Mayor 
and Board of Aldermen is 
Tuesday, May 12.

Trezevant Passes Fireworks Ordinance, 
Considers New Permit Protocol

Left, The 2025 Class 2A state football champion Huntingdon 
Mustangs received their rings Wednesday in a ceremony 
sponsored by Granges Americas.  Right, Granges representa-
tives (L to R) Brad Thomas, Patrick Lawlor, Suzanne Alcocer 
and Rosa Laxamana were presented a plaque in appreciation 
for the company’s “unwavering support and commitment” 
to the program. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Mustangs Receive State Football Championship Rings
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Sheriff’s Department during 
the afternoon on Friday, 
April 17.

According to authori-
ties, the last known contact 
with Fields was at around 
7:30 a.m. in her residence 
on McAdams Road in 
Huntingdon.

First responders staged at 
the Mixie Fire Department 
on Friday, and a ground 

search began at around 2:30 
p.m. More than a dozen 
volunteers with the Car-
roll County Rescue Squad 
searched in the nearby 
woods and fields, using ad-
vanced mapping software to 
assist in their mission.

First responders locat-
ed Fields just before 1 a.m. 
Upon finding her, Fields 
was reportedly severely 
dehydrated and was taken 
to TriStar Skyline Medical 
Center in Nashville for re-
covery. Her son, Seth Fields, 
said she was unable to stand 

or do more than mumble a 
few words. 

Seth shared an update 
Sunday morning that Fields 
began showing signs of im-
provement after receiving 
fluids and antibiotics. They 
were still waiting on test 
results at the time of his 
update.

“We can worry about the 
exact cause over the next 
few days, but the getting 
better is a blessing,” Seth 
said.

More information will be 
provided at a later date.

Found
...From Front Page

program at Huntingdon 
High School… Coach Eu-
banks was a Mustang base-
ball player for four years 
and graduated from HHS 
in 1996. After high school, 
he played college baseball 
at Jackson State and Union 
University.

“After serving as an as-
sistant coach, Coach Eu-
banks was hired in 2004 to 
take over the reins as head 
coach of the Mustang base-
ball program. Over the last 
23 years, Mustang players 
and fans have witnessed 
the passion and love the 
Eubanks family has for their 
community, school, and 
Mustang baseball. We cele-
brate our Head Coach and 
his family tonight because 
of how their love for the 
blue and gold has inspired 
them to give back so oth-
ers for generations to come 
would represent Hunting-
don with the same honor 
and pride it deserves.

“Coach Eubanks has of-

ten expressed how he has 
benefited from those who 
came before him. Well, 
tonight, we celebrate and 
say thank you to Coach 
Eubanks and the Eubanks 
family because we all are 
drinking from a well they 
all played a part in digging.”

Under the leadership of 
Coach Eubanks, the Mus-
tang baseball team has won 
16 district championships 
and seven regional cham-
pionships. They have ap-
peared in a sectional game 
13 times and advanced to 
the state tournament nine 
times with three appear-
ances in the state cham-
pionship game. Over the 
last 23 years, our Mustang 
players and coaches have 
won nearly 500 games.

Bush concluded, “To-
night, we honor everyone 
who has contributed to the 
Mustang baseball program. 
Tonight, we honor the Eu-
banks family. Tonight, we 
honor our head coach, 
Coach Alan Eubanks. We 
are proud that future come-
back wins, game saving 
catches and Huntingdon 
Mustangs will be remem-

bered on this very field. La-
dies and Gentlemen, wel-
come to Eubanks Field.”

Bush read a few personal 
notes to Coach Eubanks 
from each of his sons — 
Gray, Hayes and Mac.

Director of Schools Dr. 
Jonathan Kee and school 
board Chairman Dr. Lee 
Carter presented Eubanks 
and his wife, Kelly, a replica 
of Eubanks Field.

"I didn't think it'd be a big 
deal," Eubanks said, "but it's 
all about what's behind me. 
All these players and for-
mer coaches — family, too... 
I'm so grateful, so humbled 
for this. I thank Dr. Kee. Dr. 
Carter, the school board. 
When we started this 23 
years ago, this was never the 
goal. The goal was always 
to try to create an environ-
ment where people wanted 
to come watch us play and 
to create something that our 
players wanted to take pride 
in. Is it the best field? It's not. 
But it's our field, built by a 
lot of Mustangs. Seeing all 
of these guys back, it means 
a lot. Former and current 
players. And I couldn't tell 
you how thankful I am."

Eubanks
...From Front Page

amended the General Fund 
Budget and Drug Fund Bud-
get for the Sheriff ’s Office 
for the TACN Radio System. 
The amended budget for 
the Sheriff’s Office accounts 
for $440,000. The expen-
diture comes at no addi-
tional cost to taxpayers, as 
$180,000 is a line-item ad-
justment and $260,000 will 
be moved from the Drug 
Fund’s Fund Balance. 

 For several years, county 
agencies, along with local 
municipalities, have had 
various issues with the cur-
rent radio system. With the 
advancement of technolo-
gy, most local agencies and 
utility companies, as well as 
state agencies, are joining 
the  TACN system.

 TACN is a statewide ra-
dio system that provides 
communication connectiv-
ity infrastructure for local, 
state, and federal first re-
sponders. With TACN, first 
responders, including law 
enforcement, fire, EMS, and 
healthcare providers, have 
reliable communications 
capabilities for daily opera-
tions and the ability to talk 
to each other to coordinate 
at the local, regional, and 
statewide levels to respond 
in the event of an emergen-
cy or disaster.

 TACN is made up of mo-
bile and fixed radio trans-
mission sites across the state 
so that, from Tennessee’s 

urban to most rural areas, 
first responders will have 
consistent communication 
coverage. No matter where 
you are in Tennessee, even 
when other means of com-
munication fail, TACN offers 
seamless communication 
for our partners. TACN has 
built-in redundancy to en-
sure the network will still of-
fer statewide coverage in the 
event any location becomes 
inoperable after a natural or 
man-made disaster.

Resolution 4-07-2026 ap-
proved an updated payroll 
policy and transition to a 
semi-monthly pay for days 
worked structure. The cur-
rent payroll structure in-
cludes advance payment 
practices that do not align 
with recommended ac-
counting standards. The 
change comes at the rec-
ommendation of the County 
Technical Assistance Ser-
vice (CTAS) due to con-
cerns about future audits 
and liability associated with 
carrying over pay into an 
additional fiscal year. In or-
der for a payroll policy to go 
into effect, Tennessee law re-
quires a 45-day notice thus 
the reason for the rushed 
passage. 

Several Commissioners, 
along with county employ-
ees, wanted to know how 
the policy change would 
affect employees who would 
technically have their pay 
held to adjust for the sched-
ule adjustment.

At the time of the meeting, 
Central Finance nor mem-
bers of the Finance Ways 
and Means Committee 

could provide a definitive 
answer but promised that 
employees would not lose 
any pay with the change. A 
possible fronting of pay that 
would be paid back over a 
period of time, and a one-
time inconvenience bonus 
have been mentioned.

Other items on the agen-
da approved were as follows:

Resolution 4-02-2026 
amended the General Fund 
Budget for Circuit Court in 
the amount of $1000. 

Resolution 4-03-2026 
amended the General Fund 
Budget for Carroll Academy 
in the amount of $500; this 
covered the cost of an assis-
tant coach for the basketball 
team. 

Resolution 4-04-2026 
amended the General Fund 
Budget for County Clerk in 
the amount of $10,200 for 
new computers.

Resolution 4-05-2026 
amended the Solid Waste 
Fund Budget in the amount 
of $1,945 for part-time help.

Resolution 4-06-2026 
amended the Grant Fund 
Budget with an increase of 
$10,098 to be applied to-
wards the Highway Safety 
Grant and the Sheriff’s Re-
cruitment Grant.

In other business, the fol-
lowing were elected nota-
ries: Bonnie Autry, Carlas 
Ballhagen, Gina G. Burton, 
Brad Hurley, and Sandi 
Roditis.

The next meeting of the 
Carroll County Commission 
is on May 11 at 7 p.m. at the 
Carroll County Government 
Complex in Huntingdon.

Radio
...From Front Page

that the department’s aver-
age fleet age is now some-
where in the 20s, with the 
oldest vehicles being from 
the 1990s.

O f  t h e  n e w  t r u c k s , 
four are tankers, two are 
mini-pumpers and six are 
fire engines. The four tank-
ers were the first shipment, 
arriving in September. The 
two mini-pumpers arrived 
in November, and the six 
engines arrived in Febru-
ary. All 12 trucks were pur-
chased from Fouts Fire, Inc.

Because these trucks are 
the first new vehicles the 
department has received 
in recent decades, they 
have newer technologies 
that the firefighters needed 
to learn. For example, the 
tanker trucks have built-in 
computer systems that help 
firefighters adjust the hoses’ 
water pressure.

Gaskins said the new 
trucks will help reduce re-
sponse times, lower main-
tenance costs and make 
CCFD’s firefighters more 
efficient overall.

“It’s just a great invest-
ment for the entire county, 
all the way around,” said 

Gaskins.  Trevor Foster, 
Carroll County Emergency 
Management Agency Di-
rector said the new vehicles 
will help with fire response 
throughout the county. He 
said the investment also 
shows firefighters that the 
county is behind them and 
supporting them.

“This equipment is a lot 
safer,” Foster said. “Some of 
the old equipment that we 
surplussed didn’t have seat 
belts in them. They just had 
lap belts.”

County Commissioner 
Suite, chairman of the Ru-
ral Fire Department Com-
mittee, said the county will 
likely make more strategic 

purchases in the future to 
keep the department’s fleet 
more up-to-date.

“This was really a catch-
up purchase,” she said. “I 
think a plan going forward, 
maybe, is to purchase a new 
piece of equipment every 
other year so that we don’t 
get into the situation where 
we need to make a pur-
chase this large ever again.”

The trucks went to coun-
ty stations with the oldest 
trucks and the highest call 
volumes. All of the vehicles 
are currently in service, and 
Gaskins said some of them 
have already been used to 
respond to calls.

Fire
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Carroll County Fire Chief Jonathan Gaskins shows 
County Commissioner Lori Dillahunty and her daugh-
ters what’s inside the storage compartments in a new 
fire truck. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

a Tennessee Department 
of Transportation (TDOT) 
dump truck and a Chevrolet 
Trailblazer.

The report, titled “School 
Bus Centerline Crossover 
and Multivehicle Collision” 
reads as follows:

On Friday, March 27, 
2026, about 11:35 a.m. cen-
tral daylight time, a 2024 
Blue Bird Conventional 
Type C school bus operated 
by the Clarksville-Montgom-
ery County School System 
was traveling west on US-
70 between Cedar Grove 
and Huntingdon in Carroll 
County, Tennessee.

The school bus was occu-
pied by a driver, four adult 
chaperones, and 24 student 
passengers. The bus was tak-
ing students from Kenwood 
Middle School in Clarksville 
to a school event in Jackson.

At the same time, a 2013 
International WorkStar 
dump truck, operated by 
the Tennessee Department of 
Transportation, and a 2024 
Chevrolet Trailblazer sport 
utility vehicle (SUV) were 
traveling east on US-70.
The dump truck and the 
SUV each were occupied by 
a driver and one passenger.

A s  t h e  v e h i c l e s  a p -
proached each other, the 
school bus crossed the cen-
terline of the roadway and 
entered the eastbound trav-
el lane. The left side of the 
school bus struck the left 
side of the dump truck in a 
sideswipe collision. After im-
pacting the dump truck, the 
school bus collided with the 
SUV, departed the roadway 
to the south, and came to 
rest facing down the road-
side embankment but re-
mained upright.

As a result of the crash, 
two student passengers in 
the school bus died. The 
school bus driver sustained 
serious injuries, and the re-
maining bus passengers sus-
tained injuries ranging from 
minor to serious. The two 
occupants of the dump truck 
sustained serious injuries. 
The occupants of the SUV 
were uninjured.

At the time of the crash, 
the weather was clear and 
the roadway was dry. At 
this location, US-70 was a 

two-lane roadway with one 
eastbound traffic lane and 
one westbound traffic lane. 
The speed limit in this sec-
tion of US-70 was 55 mph.

 Parties to the National 
Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB) investigation are:

• Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration

• Tennessee Highway Pa-
trol (THP)

All aspects of the crash 
remain under investigation 
while the NTSB determines 
the probable cause, with the 
intent of issuing safety rec-
ommendations to prevent 
similar events.

Information previously 
published in The Banner:

During a media briefing 
Friday, March 27, THP Ma-
jor Travis Plotzer confirmed 
two middle school students 
were pronounced dead 
at the scene of the crash. 
Loved ones later identified 
the two children killed in 
the crash as eighth-graders 
Arianna Pearson and Zoe 
Davis, of Clarksville.

Multiple individuals re-
mained hospitalized for 
several days after the crash.

THP’s preliminary report, 
released Monday, March 
30, confirmed there were 
24 Kenwood Middle School 
students, four adults and a 
driver on the school bus at 
the time of the crash. The 
students were en route to 
the Toyota Hub City Grand 
Prix Greenpower USA race 
in Jackson, Tenn., to race an 
electric car they had built.

The March 30 report 
revealed that Sabrina R. 
Ducksworth was driving 
the school bus registered to 
the Clarksville-Montgomery 
County School System.

Dennis E. Coleman, Jr. 
wa s  d r i v i n g  t h e  T D O T 
dump truck. The truck was 
also towing an attenuator. 
James Bays was driving 
the blue 2024 Chevrolet 
Trailblazer.

During the March 27 me-
dia briefing, Major Plotzer 
said it did not appear the 
TDOT truck had any “con-
tributing factors” to the crash.

“All these victims, the 
families — everybody’s in 
our prayers tonight,” Carroll 
County Sheriff Andy Dick-
son said during Friday’s me-
dia briefing. “But also keep 
all our first responders in 
your prayers.”

All four units of Baptist 
Priority Ambulance Ser-

vice of Carroll County re-
sponded to the scene on 
Friday. One unit from Bap-
tist Ambulance Service of 
Obion County, four units 
from Medical Center EMS 
in Jackson and one unit 
from Henderson Coun-
ty EMS were also on the 
scene, joined by the Carroll 
County Fire Department, 
Huntingdon Fire Depart-
ment, McKenzie Fire De-
partment and the Carroll 
County Rescue Squad.

Baptist Priority Ambu-
lance requested nine am-
bulance hel icopters  to 
respond to the scene. Of 
those, seven were used to 
transport patients to the 
following hospitals: Baptist 
Regional Medical Center in 
Memphis, Lebonheur Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Monroe 
Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital 
at Vanderbilt, Vanderbilt 
University Hospital and 
Skyline Medical Center.

The THP sent chaplains 
and peer support groups 
to the scene, and they con-
tinued to assist affected 
families and communities. 
Support services remain in 
place for students, families 
and staff affected by this 
tragic incident.

As the Clarksville-Mont-
gomery County community 
mourns, some individuals 
have set up GoFundMe 
fundraisers for both of the 
children who died in the 
crash as well as individuals 
who were critically injured. 
The funds will reportedly be 
used for funeral expenses, 
medical expenses and to 
help cover the burden of 
food and shelter while fam-
ilies and teachers care for 
their loved ones or recover 
in the hospital.

“I ask that everyone pray 
and wrap their arms around 
these students, employees, 
their families and the entire 
Kenwood community,” said 
Clarksville-Montgomery 
County Director of Schools 
Dr. Jean Luna-Vedder.

Communities across the 
state have rallied their sup-
port for the families affect-
ed by this incident. Locally, 
school districts in Clarks-
burg, Hollow Rock-Bruceton, 
Huntingdon, McKenzie and 
West Carroll encouraged 
students to wear black and 
gold on Monday, March 30, 
in support of the Kenwood 
Middle School community.

Bus
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A post-crash photograph shows the left-front view of the dump truck involved in 
the March 27 crash. Photo from the Tennessee Highway Patrol

T h e  M c Ke n z i e  M u -
nicipal-Regional Plan-
ning Commission meets 
Wednesday, April 22 in the 
meeting room at McKen-
zie City Hall at 3:30 p.m.
The following items are on 
the agenda:

I. Call to Order 
II. Roll Call / Establish-

ment of a Quorum  
III. Citizens Comments
IV. Approval of Minutes  
V. Old Business
VI. New Business 
A. Site Plan – Casey Dre-

wry (Mini-Storage Proposal)
VII. Other Business 
VIII. Adjournment
According to Community 

Planner Donny Bunton, an 
individual submitted a site 
plan for the construction of 
three mini-storage buildings 
at 17900 Highland Avenue. 
Casey Drewry owns the 

1.34-acre property, which 
is zoned as B-2 (Highway 
Business).

The combined size of the 
three proposed structures is 
14,950 square feet.

The property, which cur-
rently contains one existing 
mini-storage building, has 
access to municipal water 
and sewer services and does 
not appear to be located in 
a designated flood hazard 
area, according to Bunton. 
The existing mini-storage 
building encroaches on the 
front setback line, and Bun-
ton is unaware if a variance 
for such encroachment was 
ever sought or received.

The submitted site plan 
does not show the area’s to-
pography, nor does it show 
the nearest water main, 
sewer main and fire hydrant 
to the property.

The eastern property 
boundary is partially paved 
with no landscaping or trees 
proposed, which presents a 
problem to Bunton, as an 
unpaved landscape zone is 
required along all property 
boundaries and these land-
scape zones should include 
at least one tree every 30 
feet. 

The southern boundary 
has the required landscape 
zone in the middle of the 
property, but not on its east-
ern or western edges.

Ahead of the meeting, 
Bunton recommended the 
above noted concerns be-
ing addressed prior to the 
Planning Commission’s 
approval.

This is member AJ Max-
well’s last meeting, as he will 
be deployed to the Middle 
East in May.

McKenzie Planning Commission Meets April 22
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Things In My Head with Charles ManfrediHUNKER DOWN WITH KES

Leon Invented 
Carpe Diem

We grew up playing bas-
ketball, football, and baseball. 
We’d never heard of soccer or 
synchronized swimming. And 
golf was too expensive.   

Plus, we didn’t have a golf 
course in McKenzie until the 
early sixties. Leon worked 
there while it was being built. I 
was in junior high. David Mark 
was a year behind me.

I was too busy with the 
sports I loved to try something 
new. Besides, money was fairly 
scarce for us.     

And money would not have 
made any difference seeing 
as how we didn’t know how 
to play. We had no clubs. Or 
shoes. Or really much of an 
inclination to chase a tiny ball 
across a cow pasture.      

None of that bothered Leon 
one bit. As soon as it opened, 
he drug me and David out 
to the course. We rented one 
set of clubs. And we had one 
ball, which Leon had found, 
borrowed, or been saving for 
a “rainy” day.   

I had never seen anyone 
swing a golf club in my life. We 
studied Roe Alexander and Joe 
Gooch as they teed off. Leon 
let them get way down the 
fairway, and he hit our only 
ball like a rocket ship taking 
off straight down the middle. 
Leon could just do things like 
that.  

He made David run down 
and put a tee in the ground 
where the ball rested and bring 
it back to us. I made a practice 
swing and Leon immediately 
stopped me, “Slow down, you 
are not trying to hit a baseball 
over the service station behind 
the leftfield wall.”

I swung and missed. A cou-
ple of times. I finally hit it short 
and to the right. I ran over, 
marked the spot, and threw 
the ball back to the tee box so 
David could hit.

I think Roe and Mr. Gooch 
had finished their round be-
fore we walked off the first 
hole.

We found a ball beside the 
pond we had to hit over on the 
second hole. And we found an-
other one in the woods on the 
left of the fourth hole. By the 
fifth hole each Colbert brother 
was playing his own ball.

Naturally, I lost my “new” 
ball on the next hole. “Leon, 
what are we doing out here? 
We don’t know nothing about 
playin—”

“It’s springtime. In Ameri-
ca! We are enjoying the most 
beautiful day God ever made. 
And we are playing for the 
Championship of the Known 
World. Nobody but you would 
complain on a day like this!”

We didn’t hit a ball for a 
while, while he talked about 

my negative attitude and ex-
plained to us the history of 
golf. Leon could tell you every-
thing about everything wheth-
er he actually knew anything 
about it or not.

He was giving us four shots 
a hole and beating the pants 
off of both of us.  

He played our first round 
of golf as Arnold Palmer. He 
made me “be” Dow Finster-
wald, David was Ben Hogan. 
Leon also began to announce 
our shots, like it was a radio 
broadcast, “Finsterwald is over 
his putt on the fifth hole here 
at Augusta; this one will break 
left towards Rae’s Creek,” he 
whispers. “Dow pulls the put-
ter back, the ball is rolling, 
rolling…oohh, it just slides by 
the right side of the cup!”

Leon didn’t have many turn 
down days.   

He made us hit every shot 
on every hole. “We didn’t come 
out here to mess around.” He 
won the championship on that 
first occasion. He also won it 
for the next 100 rounds we 
played together.

Nobody on earth liked golf, 
or life, more than Leon.    

In July we would play in the 
British Open. Leon paid for all 
of us. And again, he won by a 
wide margin. He was Arnold 
Palmer, always. But he began 
to let me and Dave choose 
which professional we wanted 
to be. We had our own clubs by 
then. And he still did “play by 
play” on every shot….

David Mark came back from 
Vietnam, practiced enough to 
get a golf scholarship to Bethel 
College and beat me and Leon 
on a regular basis. I went to 
work at the golf course in the 
summers, practiced when they 
weren’t looking, and finally 
won the championship a time 
or two.

We played a lifetime of golf 
together. Leon still paid for 
most of it. When we tried to 
argue he would wave us off by 
saying, “I’m having more fun 
than both of you put together.” 
Leon died in 2014. Golf, and 
life, have never been the same.

But what a gift he gave us 
making us go with him on that 
first day back in 1961.

He would walk into the pro 
shop at a new course he had 
found for us over the years and 
ask loud enough for all to hear, 
“Where is the first tee…and 
what is the course record?”

And remind Dave and me 
when we found that tee, “I’m 
hitting first. We are going by 
age today. And guys, play hard. 
This is for the Championship 
of the Known World!”

Love you like a brother,
Dow

kesley45@aol.com

It’s an amazing and mys-
terious process that brings 
us into contact with people 
who influence and affect 
our lives.

In 1951 an illegitimate 
child was born that was not 
wanted, so the mother left 
her in the hospital where 
she was taken care of by 
nurses. Six weeks passed 
before the mother’s parents 
came and took the baby 
and raised her for the first 
year of her life. 

During that year,  the 
mother of the baby mar-
ried and eventually took 
possession of her little girl. 
Whether that was a good 
thing or not, you, the read-
er, can decide, but what is 
certain is that the young 
girl’s life quickly took on the 

semblance of the early pag-
es of the Cinderella story or 
the bleak life of a Charles 
Dickens’ character.

The mother began having 
babies every other year un-
til there were nine children, 
the end result being the 
life of the hero of this sto-
ry evolved into the role of 
caregiver. The family lived 
in abject poverty not always 
knowing where the next 
meal would come from. 
Often the next meal didn’t 
come. The various rental 
and tenement houses they 
moved in and out of had 
little if no heat in them. To 
stay warm during the cold 
Indiana winters the chil-
dren piled into the same 
bed and huddled together 
for warmth. Their hair was 

stringy and unkempt, and 
their clothes didn’t match. 
Ridicule by peers was at 
every turn.

The harsh words that 
came out of the mouth of 
the girl’s stepfather were 
as destructive as lava—de-
stroying the trees of self-es-
teem, searing the grass of 
familial love, and crushing 
the rocks of self-confidence.

When it seemed things 
couldn’t get worse—they did. 

She was thirteen years 
old when her mother was 
stricken with cancer. It was 
not the type of cancer that 
attacks like a savage beast, 
quickly killing and devour-
ing but rather was the kind 
that gradually drains life 
away like a leaking hot wa-
ter heater.

In a short period of time, 
this girl forfeited what was 
left of her childhood and 
became an adult, a mother 
to her brothers and sisters, 

especially the youngest who 
was only a few months old. 
She missed an entire year 
of high school, cooking, 
cleaning, chopping wood, 
hauling water, and seeing to 
her bedfast mother. Occa-
sionally, her mother would 
ask her to bring the baby 
to her bedside so she could 
sing to her.

It took nearly two years 
until the frayed thread that 
tied her mother’s spirit to 
her body finally broke, and 
she died. 

Then the sun, moon, and 
stars hid their faces from 
another approaching storm. 

The stepfather sent seven 
of the children to various 
family members to live, and 
he took the baby and our 
heroine to live with him 
where she constantly had 
to fight off his sexual ad-
vances. Terror-filled nights 
became the norm.

Some months later, the 

stepfather rounded up all 
nine children and began 
driving south out of Indi-
ana, through Kentucky, to 
Tennessee. None of the 
children knew where they 
were going but knew bet-
ter than to ask questions. 
Eventually, he pulled into 
a driveway that led past 
several two-story buildings 
that were arranged in a 
horseshoe shape. He told 
them to get out and then 
drove off. Hours later they 
learned he’d left them at an 
orphanage.

Many people with this 
kind of history would have 
fallen into a life of despair 
and hopelessness, a life of 
low income, a sketchy job 
history, poor mental and 
physical health, unhealthy 
relationships, and even the 
path of addiction. But not 
the heroine of this story. 
No, this girl grew into a 
woman who went to col-

lege, held a steady job that 
required a person of impec-
cable character, fought her 
way through depression, 
learned to forgive the un-
forgivable, faced cancer and 
won, and became an inspi-
ration to everyone who had 
the privilege of knowing her 
and her heart. 

Both her daughters, her 
six grandchildren, and her 
husband of fifty years (which 
I have the privilege of being) 
rise up and call her blessed.

(Because she wants peo-
ple who’ve had difficult 
childhoods to not give up, 
my wife, Brenda Johnson, 
readily shares her experi-
ences with others not to 
gain sympathy but to hope-
fully inspire others to follow 
her example.)

* Taken from The Wit and 
Wisdom of David Johnson, 
Volume III: A Harrowing 
Halloween Tale

THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON

She Was a Long Shot

BY SAM STOCKARD
 From Tennesseelookout.com
and the Tennessee 
Legislature’s website

The Tennessee State 
Senate approved a pri-
vate-school voucher bill 
Thursday, expanding the 
program to 35,000 stu-
dents, despite concerns it 
could drain the state bud-
get and force local public 
school districts to collect 
students’ Social Security 
numbers.

Checking children’s So-
cial Security cards when 
they register for class-
es could lead to a legal 
challenge for potentially 
violating federal discrim-
ination laws that require 
public schools to educate 
every child. The provision 
also puts a burden on 
school districts to manage 
students’ private informa-
tion, opponents said.

The program is expect-
ed to cost more than $270 
million to nearly double 
the number of students 
receiving vouchers worth 
$7,500 each to enroll in 
private schools. 

The Senate voted 18-14 
to pass a House version of 
the bill that was narrowly 
adopted in that chamber 
Monday night when it 
received two more votes 
than constitutionally re-
quired for passage. 

House members vot-
ing for the expansion in-
cluded local State Repre-
sentatives Brock Martin 
(R-Huntingdon) and Tan-
dy Darby (R-Greenfield) 
and State Senator John 
Stevens (R-Huntingdon). 
In the 2025 vote, Darby 

voted against the voucher 
program, but in 2026, vot-
ed to expand it. 

According to the official 
Tennessee state website, 
the following votes were 
recorded.

Representatives voting 
Aye were: Alexander, Atch-
ley, Baum, Boyd, Bricken, 
Bulso, Butler, Capley, Car-
ringer, Cepicky, Crawford, 
Darby, Davis, Doggett, 
Eldridge, Faison, Farmer, 
Gant, Garrett, Gillespie, 
Grills, Hale, Helton-Haynes, 
Hicks G, Hicks T, Hill, 
Hulsey, Jones R, Keisling, 
Kumar, Lafferty, Lamberth, 
Lankford, Leatherwood, 
Littleton, Lynn, Maberry, 
Marsh, Martin B, Martin 
G, McCalmon, Moody, 
Moon, Powers,  Raper, 
Reedy, Reeves, Rudd, Rud-
der, Scarbrough, Slater, Ste-
vens, Stinnett, Terry, Todd, 
Towns, Vaughan, Vital, 
White, Williams, Wright, 
Zachary, Mr. Speaker Sex-
ton -- 63.

Representatives voting 
No were: Barrett, Behn, 
Brooks, Camper, Chism, 
Clemmons, Cochran, Dix-
ie, Freeman, Fritts, Glynn, 
Harris,  Haston, Hawk, 
Hemmer, Hurt, Johnson, 
Jones J, McKenzie, Miller, 
Mitchell, Parkinson, Pow-
ell, Reneau, Russell, Sali-
nas, Shaw, Warner -- 28.

Representatives pres-
ent and not voting were: 
Sparks -- 1.

Senators voting Aye 
were: Bailey, Crowe, Haile, 
Harshbarger,  Jackson, 
Johnson, Lowe, Massey, 
Powers, Reeves, Roberts, 
Rose, Stevens, Taylor, Wat-
son, White, Yager, Speaker 
McNally -- 18.

S e n a t o r s  v o t i n g  No 
were: Akbari, Bowling, 
Briggs, Campbell, Gar-
denhire, Hatcher, Hens-
ley, Kyle, Lamar, Oliver, 
Seal, Southerland, Walley, 
Yarbro -- 14.

The measure heads to 
Governor Bill Lee’s desk 
for signature, wrapping 
up his main initiative over 
two four-year terms in of-
fice, though the total num-
ber of vouchers approved 
was 5,000 fewer than he 
requested in the program’s 
second year.

Senate Majority Leader 
Jack Johnson, who spon-
sored the bill for Lee, told 
lawmakers they would take 
up a $58 billion budget 
that includes $9 billion for 
traditional K-12 schools. 

“We are committed to 
public education, making 
it the best it can be,” John-
son said. Yet he added that 
the Senate should satisfy 
its “constitutional obliga-
tion” to give parents the 
option to use state funds 
to send their children to 
private schools.

E i g h t  R e p u b l i c a n s 
joined six Democrats in 
voting against the bill, 
including GOP Sen. Joey 
Hensley of Hohenwald.

“We ought to stick with 
what we promised peo-
ple,” Hensley said.

When the legislature 
adopted the program last 
year, it contained a provi-
sion allowing it to expand 
by 5,000 students annual-
ly, subject to approval of 
funding. The law also re-
quired the state to pay lo-
cal school districts for lost 
enrollment. The new bill 
pays back districts only 

for students who take the 
voucher funds, but to re-
ceive the money, districts 
will be required to check 
students’ Social Security 
numbers.

Nashville Democrat, 
Sen. Jeff Yarbro, contend-
ed that the Social Security 
number provision doesn’t 
necessarily challenge Ply-
ler v. Doe, a 1982 U.S. 
Supreme Court decision 
requiring schools to enroll 
all students regardless of 
immigration status. Yet 
he said it violates federal 
privacy laws to receive 
funds for students who 
leave the district.

“This is just a phasing out 
of the ‘hold harmless’ state-
wide on a faster timeline,” 
Yarbro said, using the term 
used to describe efforts to 
keep school districts from 
hemorrhaging money.

Democratic Sen. Hei-
di Campbell of Nashville 
warned colleagues that 
“a reckoning” is coming 
because of the burden the 
program will put on the 
state budget as it grows 
annually.

Campbell and Demo-
cratic Sen. Charlane Ol-
iver of Nashville argued 
that  they’re  spending 
more per student on pri-
vate-school vouchers than 
on increasing funding for 
public schools.

“For the small percent-
age of parents who need 
something else, let’s give 
them that avenue,” said 
Republican Sen. Adam 
Lowe of Calhoun.

This stor y is  repub-
lished from the Tenness-
s e e O u t l o o k . c o m  w i t h 
permission.

Tennessee Approves Private-School Voucher Expansion
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Stones For Your Loved Ones
Largest Display of Memorials in W. Tennessee

“GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES”

Henry County Monument Works
1203 S. Dunlap St., Paris, Tenn.  38242

THE TRAVIS FAMILY • Serving this area since 1924
731-642-2885 • www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

Honoring
 a Lifetime

A1
00

/T
F

When you’re ready, we’re here.
No letters, no agents.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45

Greenfield, TN 38230

Traditional & Custom Headstones
 Etchings • Benches • Pet Markers 
Cremation Memorials • And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Our funeral plans have the protection by the 
State of Tennessee through Tennessee 

Pre-Paid Funeral Benefi ts Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222

Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811
A5091/TF

Our funerarallll lllplplananss hhhhahaveve ttthhhhehe pprorotetecction by the

BRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME

All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE
731-642-7171

A4
36

5/1
6-1

REMINDERS OF HIM (PG-13)

Tues.  7:35
Wed.  7:35
Thurs.  7:35

A GREAT AWAKENING (PG-12)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

PROJECT HAIL MARY (PG-13)

Tues.  7:20
Wed.  7:20
Thurs.  7:20

THE SUPER MARIO
GALAXY MOVIE (PG)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

YOU AND ME AND 
TUSCANY (PG-13)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

LEE CRONIN’S
THE MUMMY (R)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

CARROLL ARTS HIGH 
SCHOOL CELEBRATION 

OF THE ARTS
Carroll Arts, Inc. hosts the 

annual High School Cele-
bration of the Arts Thursday, 
April 30 at The Dixie Car-
ter Performing Arts Center 
in Huntingdon. A gallery 
of visual art opens at 6:30 
p.m. upstairs; performances 
begin in the Hal Holbrook 
Theatre at 7 p.m. Artwork 
and performances are by 
students from Carroll Coun-
ty high schools and include 
paintings, pottery, singing, 
dramatic readings and more. 
Carroll County Mayor Jo-
seph Butler will give open-
ing remarks and present the 
Carroll Arts scholarship.

McKENZIE SENIOR 
CITIZENS POTLUCK
McKenzie Senior Citizens 

Center is hosting a Cinco 
de Mayo potluck lunch on 
Thursday, April 23, noon. 
The center will  provide 
chicken and beef tacos. 
Please bring a side or dessert 
to complement the meal.

PARK DAY AT 
PARKER’S CROSSROADS 

BATTLEFIELD
PARKERS CROSSROADS 

— The Parkers Crossroads 
Battlefield Association, in 
partnership with the Amer-
ican Battlefield Trust, will 
host its annual Park Day 
on Saturday, April 25, 2026, 
at the state-owned Parkers 
Crossroads Battlefield. Ac-
tivities will take place from 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., beginning at 
the Activities Building, 150 
Federal Lane (Tour Stop 7), 
on the South Battlefield. The 
public is invited to volunteer 
in preservation efforts, in-
cluding garden maintenance, 
trash and leaf removal, and 
marker cleaning. A brief 
historical overview of the 
December 31, 1862, Battle 
of Parkers Crossroads will 
be given at 9 a.m., followed 
by work activities at 10 a.m. 
Volunteers are encouraged to 
bring work gloves and tools. 
Water and restrooms will be 
available. Participants will 
receive an official Park Day 
bandana, and the event may 
count toward community 
service requirements. For 
more information, visit www.
battlefields.org/parkday or 
call 731-968-1191.

ALA UNIT 47 FAMILY 
DANCE NIGHT

The American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 47 hosts a 
Family Dance Night every 
Thursday night from 7-9 
p.m. at the Carroll Coun-
ty Civic Center, 201 Fair-
grounds Rd, Huntingdon. 
A different band is featured 
each week. All are welcome 
– singles and/or partners. 
Admission is $8. Limited 
snacks and refreshments 
available for purchase. For 
the band schedule, check 
out our Facebook page: 
American Legion Auxilia-
ry, Huntingdon, TN Unit 47.

THE BREAKFAST 
CLUB AT HOMETOWN 

HEALTH CLINIC
Everyone is invited to 

The Breakfast Club every 
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m. 
for coffee, snacks, mingling 
and a light activity. Take 
the chance to connect and 

socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light 
exercise and fun! Bring a 
friend and come make new 
ones at Hometown Health 
Clinic - Pediatrics/Specialty 
Entrance. We can’t wait to 
see you there!

SPRING REVIVAL
AT FAIRVIEW 

MISSIONARY BAPTIST
A Spring Revival is April 

19-24 at Fairview Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 1375 
Fair view Church Road, 
McKenzie. The times are 6 
p.m. on Sunday, and Mon-
day to Friday at 7 p.m.

MHS CLASS OF 1976 
REUNION

McKenzie High School 
Class of 1976 is holding a 50-
year class reunion on Sep-
tember 26, 1 p.m. at Chan-
dler Farms in McKenzie. The 
event is in conjunction with 
the MHS Alumni Associa-
tion annual reunion.  For 
more information, e-mail 
Amy Rich Carter at amyrcar-
ter58@gmail.com or Marsha 
Spain Smith at smithmar-
sha99@yahoo.com.

McKENZIE TOPS 
MEETS WEEKLY

Win over weight with sup-
port and encouragement by 
meeting with the McKenzie 
Chapter of TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) each Mon-
day at 3 p.m. in the McKen-
zie Church of Christ gym-
nasium. The first meeting is 
free. For more information, 
call 731-352-7309. If no an-
swer, leave a message.

CARROLL COMMISSION 
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month, 7 p.m., 
in the Conference Room 
of the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex, High Street, 
Huntingdon. No meetings 
in February and July.

CARROLL HUMANE 
SOCIETY EVENTS, NEWS

Cat Vouchers
Cat spay/neuter vouchers 

are always available for $60. 
To purchase by phone for 
use at Paris Vet Clinic, call 

731-514-0878 and leave a 
message. These are avail-
able to anyone regardless of 
residency. We now offer cat 
vouchers to Carroll Coun-
ty residents for $60 at the 
Huntingdon Animal Clinic. 
These must be purchased 
in person at the shelter with 
cash or card, and proof of 
residency is required. How-
ever, Carroll Co. residents 
can still use Paris Vet Clinic 
if preferred.

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location — 
Adult Education Building, 
14155 Paris Street. Office 
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Classes are offered 
for one-on-one instruction 
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON. 
Fo r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
phone 731-364-5481.

DAVID SCHENK
1957 — 2026

TREZEVANT — Services 
for David R. Schenk, 68, 
of Trezevant, were Friday, 
April 17 at 1 p.m. at Williams 
Funeral Home in Green-
field. Burial was in Bradford 
City Cemetery in Bradford. 

David is survived by his 
daughter, Katrina Schenk 
of Missouri; and son, Da-
vid A. Schenk of Florida. 
He also leaves behind four 
grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.

He is preceded in death 
by his  father,  Wil l iam 
Schenk; and mother, Mary 
Chappell.

Williams Funeral Home 
of Greenfield.

MARY KLEET
1933 — 2026

McKENZIE — Funeral 
services for Mary Win-
chester Kleet were Sunday, 
April 19, 2026, at Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral 
Home. Interment was at 
Prospect Cemetery, Hollow 
Rock, Tenn.

Mrs.  Kle et ,  92,  die d 
Thursday, April 16, 2026, at 
her residence. She was born 
on August 21, 1933, in Hen-
ry Co., Tenn., to Fonzo and 
Clara Myers Winchester.

She is survived by her 
sister, Reba (Ricky) Chris-
topher of Adamsville; a 
sister-in-law, Kathy Win-
chester of McKenzie; and 
two brothers, James (Kay) 
Winchester of Memphis, 
and Jimmy (Janet) Win-
chester of McKenzie.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband, 
Kenneth “Sonny” Kleet ; 
three sisters, Josie Purvis, 
Clara Kesterson, and Re-
becca Winchester; and three 
brothers, Roy Alford Win-
chester, Walter Winchester, 
and Douglas Winchester.

Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home.

ANN PEARSON SMITH
1971 — 2026

Mrs. Ann Pearson Smith, 
54, of Louisville, Ky., died 
Thursday, April 9, 2026, at 
Baptist Health Louisville.

Ann was born on October 
17, 1971, in Huntingdon, to 
Earnest Melton and Jose-
phine Melton.

She is preceded in death 
by her father,  Earnest 
Melton.

She is survived by her 
husband, Prather Smith 
of Louisville, Ky.; three 
daughters, Asia L. Melton 
of Huntingdon, Paris Smith 
of Huntingdon, and London 
Pearson of Louisville, Ky.; 
one son, Jagger Pearson of 
Louisville, Ky.; two stepsons, 
Perell Smith and LeBron 
Smith; two sisters, Jackie 
Hampton of Huntingdon, 
and Corunda Pearson; and 
two grandchildren.

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home.

MAURICE PINSON
1929 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mr. 
Maurice Pinson, 97, of 
Huntingdon died Tuesday, 
April 14, 2026, at his home.

Funeral services were Fri-
day, April 17, 2026, in the 
Chapel of Chase Funeral 
Home with Bro. James Keen 
officiating. Burial with mili-
tary funeral honors was in 
Jamison Cemetery.

Mr. Pinson was born 
March 3, 1929, in Hollow 
Rock, Tenn., to the late Fau-
by Pinson and Vonell Turn-
er Pinson. He was an Army 
veteran. He was preceded in 
death by his wife of 74 years, 
Ivogene Pinson; a son, Terry 
Dale Pinson; and a sister, 
Lois Jean Smith.

He is  sur vive d by a 
daughter, Lana Richard-
son of Cedar Grove; a son, 
Lance Pinson of Murray, 
Ky.; a grandson, Trevor 
Richardson (Ally); and 
a great-granddaughter, 
Everleigh.

Chase Funeral Home.

CAROLYN GARLITS
1952 — 2026

Ms. Carolyn Jean Garlits, 
73, of Nashville, died Tues-
day, April 14, 2026, at her 
home.

Funeral services were on 
Monday, April 20, 2026, at 
Shiloh Missionary Baptist 
Church. Interment was at 
Shiloh Cemetery. Brother 
Scott Carter officiated.

Carolyn was born August 
24, 1952, to the late J.W. 
Prater and Helen Prater. In 
addition to her parents, she 
is preceded in death by her 
son, J.R. Garlits; one brother, 
David Prater; and wife-in-
law, Ronda Garlits.

She is survived by one 
daughter, Paula Garlits Byrd 
of Nashville; one sister, Bo-
nita Bonnell of Blufftown, 
S.C.; former husband and 
friend, Jody Garlits; four 
grandchildren; and three 
great-grandchildren.

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

CONSTANCE GREER
1960 — 2026

Constance Ann Greer, 
65, of Paris, Tenn., died 
Wednesday, April 15, 2026, 
at her home.

She was born Septem-
ber 2, 1960, to the late John 
Lukashaw and Dorathy Lu-
kashow. In addition to her 
parents, she is preceded 
in death by her son, Mi-
chael Wayne Greer Jr.; and 
three grandchildren, Joshua 
Wistafke, Breanna Talley, 
and Catherine Rogers.

Constance is survived by 
her loving husband of 43 
years, Michael Wayne Greer, 
Sr. of Paris, Tenn.; two broth-
ers, Thomas Lukashow of 
Coco Beach, Fla., and Frank 
Lukashow of Parkridge, Ill.; 
special brother-in-law, Don-
nie Edward (Peewee) Greer; 
special sisters, Susan Cox of 
Huntsville, Ala., and Mary 
Johnson of Paris, Tenn.; five 

sons, Joshua (Ali) Wistafke 
of Hartsele, Ala., Kristopher 
(Shannon) Wistafke of Jas-
per, Ala., Johnathon Ray 
of Huntsville, Ala., Dustin 
(Amy) Wistafke of Kentucky 
and Thomas Hardin; two 
daughters, Teresa (Adrian) 
Hardin of North Carolina 
and Jennifer Wistafke of 
Huntsville, Ala.; and sev-
enteen grandkids. She is 
also survived by a host of 
great-grandkids.

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home was in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

BETTY FOREMAN
1935 — 2026

BRUCETON — Mrs. Bet-
ty Foreman, 91, of Bruce-
ton, died Monday, April 13, 
at the Life Care Center of 
Bruceton.

Funeral services were on 
Thursday, April 16, in the 
Chapel of Bruceton Funer-
al Home with Bro. Hunter 
Jones officiating.

Mrs.  Betty was born 
March 6, 1935, in Bruceton, 
to the late Orville Higdon 
and Lura Beasley Higdon. 
She was also preceded in 
death by her husband, John 
Foreman; three brothers, 
James Higdon, Millard Hig-
don, and Billy Joe Higdon; 
and four sisters, Lorene 
King, Lewana Smothers, 
Dorothy Edwards,  and 
Onellia Kirk.

She is sur vived by a 
daughter, Patsy (James D.) 
Crockett; two sisters-in-law, 
Johnnie Higdon and Pat-
sy Higdon; two grandchil-
dren, Kristin (Kyle) Cantrell 
and Cody (Erin) Crockett; 
and two great-grandchil-
dren, Penelope and Isadora 
Crockett.

SANDRA LYNN
ALLEN ROOF
1960 — 2026

A memorial service for 
Sandra Lynn Allen Roof is 
Tuesday, April 28, 2026, at 
5:30 p.m., at Brummitt-McK-
enzie Funeral Home. The 
family will receive friends 
on Tuesday, 4-5:30 p.m.

Mrs. Roof, 65, died Satur-
day, April 18, 2026, at Van-
derbilt University Medical 
Center. She is a graduate 
of McKenzie High School 
and the University of Ten-
nessee, Knoxville. She was 
born on December 26, 1960, 
to Charles and Ruby Sand-
ers Allen. Mrs. Roof is the 
Vice President of the Tar-
lov cyst Foundation and a 
homemaker.

She is survived by her 
husband, Ron Roof of McK-
enzie; two sons, Trevor Roof 
of McKenzie and Hunter 
(Allie) Roof of Edgewa-
ter, Md.; a brother, Wayne 
(Glenda) Allen of McKenzie; 
her mother, Ruby; and two 
grandchildren.

She is preceded in death 
by her father, Charles Allen.

For additional informa-
tion, please contact Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral 
Home at 731-352-4848 or 
visit brummittmckenziefu-
neralhome.com.

BY SHANNON MCFARLIN
News Director
WHDM, WTPR Radio

PARIS — It’s the week 
many wait all year for: The 
Week of The World’s Biggest 
Fish Fry, from April 18-26.

Sponsored by the Par-
is-Henry County Jaycees, it’s 
the 73rd annual Fish Fry and 
the city of Paris will be an es-
pecially busy place all week, 
with a grand parade, dances, 
fried catfish and hush pup-
pies, arts and crafts show, 
demolition derby, small fry 
parade, carnival and more.

The festivities started Sat-
urday, April 18, at 8 a.m. 
with a Hushpuppy Dash 
5K Walk/Run at TCAT on 
Wilson St.; the Car & Bike 
Show/Cruise-In from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Henry 
County Fairgrounds and the 
Demolition Derby at 7 p.m. 
at the Fairgrounds. (Admis-
sion for the Demo Derby is 
$15 and 5 and under free, 
pit passes $25 and Entry 
Fee $50).

On Monday, the Fish Fry 
kick-off Street Dance was 
held at 7 p.m. downtown 
Monday, April 20, with free 
admission for the Ray Lewis 

Band.
The Carnival opens Tues-

day and will be open at the 
Fairgrounds through April 
26.

The James Greer Band 
performs at the Country 
Dance at 7-10 p.m. Tues-
day at the Fairgrounds. $5 
Admission.

The Fish Tent opens with 
all you can eat catfish, hush 
puppies, coleslaw, French 
fries,  white beans and 
drink on Wednesday and 
stays open through April 
26. Adults $20, children 
6-12 $12. It opens at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 22 at the 
Fairgrounds.

Nathan Shoemaker Band, 
Christian Concert is April 23 
at 7 p.m. at the Fairgrounds. 
Admission $5.

The Arts and Crafts Show 
starts Wednesday, April 22 
and runs through April 25 
at the Fairgrounds. Free 
admission.

Grand Parade is at 10 
a.m. Friday, April 24 on East 
Wood Street.

On Friday and Saturday, 
Bulls and Barrels Show-
down will be at 7:30 p.m. at 
Fairgrounds, Admission $15, 
children 6-12, $12, children 

5 and under free with paying 
adult.

Saturday, April 25, is the 
time for the Small Fry Pa-
rade, 10 a.m. Downtown, 
gather at  First  Baptist 
Church parking lot. Again, 
note the Small Fry Parade 
moves back to downtown 
Paris this year after being at 
Barton Field for a few years.

Junior Fishing Rodeo is 
at 11 a.m. at Williams Lake, 
Free for Children 12 and 
under.

World’s Biggest Fish Fry is This Week
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WEST CARROLL (April 
16) — The West Carroll 
Special School District an-
nounced its newest round 
of students of the week from 
its primary, elementary and 
junior/senior high schools. 
The three students — Harlee 
Tidwell, Korben Womack 
and Trey Williamson — were 
each nominated for their 
leadership and determina-
tion in the classroom.

Kindergarten student Har-
lee Tidwell is West Carroll 
Primary School’s student of 
the week, nominated by Mrs. 
Malorie Jo Watkins. 

“Harlee is well-behaved, 
smart and is ready for any-
thing,” said Watkins. “She has 
started a pig business and 
has shared her knowledge 
during our unit on farms. 

Harlee is a natural leader. 
She is ready to help wherever 
needed whether it is tying 
shoes or helping someone 
with their work. She is an 
asset to our classroom!”

Third grade student Kor-
ben Womack is West Carroll 
Elementary School’s student 
of the week, nominated by 
Mrs. Lindsey Lindsay.

“Korben always comes to 
class excited and ready to 
learn. He’s eager to partici-
pate, and that eagerness is 
contagious to his peers,” said 
Lindsay.

Tenth-grade student Trey 
Williamson is West Carroll 
Jr/Sr High School’s student 
of the week, nominated by 
Mr. Jaxon Stringer. 

“Trey is an exemplary 
model of an incredible stu-

dent-athlete,” said Stringer. 
“He accomplishes every 
task put in front of him with 
dedication, whether that be 
inside or outside of the class-
room. Trey is respected by 
his peers and teachers for 
his honesty, kindness and 
integrity. Most importantly, 
he has never backed down 
from a challenge. It is a priv-
ilege to see Trey grow into 
an exceptional young man, 
and he has a bright future 
ahead of him. Thank you 
for your leadership and for 
representing the best of West 
Carroll, Trey!”

The West Carroll Special 
School District also recog-
nized West Carroll Primary 
School preschool teacher 
Mallory Smith as teacher of 
the week.

(L to R) Harlee Tidwell, Korben Womack and Trey Williamson.

West Carroll Spotlights Students of the Week

McKENZIE — The grand 
reopening of the updated 
Gordon Browning Museum 
and Genealogical Library is 
Sunday, April 26, 2 p.m. at 
640 N. Main Street, McK-
enzie. The event includes a 
ribbon-cutting and an open 
house.

The volunteers from the 
Carroll County Historical 
Society closed the museum 
in 2025 to complete a signif-
icant reorganization. The 
library is open 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Wednesdays through 
Saturdays beginning April 
29. Volunteers are needed 
at the library.

About Gordon Browning
The museum is the offi-

cial library for the late Gov-
ernor Gordon Browning, 
who was born in a log cabin 
near Atwood.

The Gordon Browning 
Museum is a publicly-sup-
ported museum and repos-
itory for documents, images 
and artifacts that represent 
the history and culture of 
Carroll County, Tennessee. 
The museum is named in 
honor of the two-time Gov-
ernor of the State of Tennes-
see, Gordon Browning and 
contains numerous papers, 
photographs and personal 
effects of the former gover-
nor. In cooperation with the 

city of McKenzie, county 
of Carroll and state organi-
zations, the Carroll County 
Historical Society operates 
and maintains the museum 
and repository.

During the First World 
War, he served as an ar-
tillery officer in the Ten-
nessee National Guard and 
in France before the war’s 
conclusion. He returned 
from the war to Hunting-
don to resume his law prac-
tice. In 1923, Browning was 
elected to the United States 
House of Representatives 
and would serve for five 
successive terms until 1935. 
On his return from Con-
gress, he launched a cam-
paign to run for governor. 
He won the 1937 election 
and served as governor un-
til 1939. The governor was 

unsuccessful in his bid for 
re-nomination. During the 
Second World War, he was 
re-appointed as an officer 
in the United States Army. 
He served as deputy head 
of the Belgium-Luxembourg 
mission and later served in 
the military government in 
Germany soon after the war. 
On his return to Tennessee, 
he began another campaign 
for governor and was elect-
ed governor again in 1949. 
His attempt for re-election 
failed in 1952 and again in 
1954. Governor Browning 
retired from public service 
following his last campaign 
for the governorship and re-
turned to practicing law and 
dairy farming in Hunting-
don. He died May 23, 1976 
and is interred in Oak Hill 
Cemetery, Huntingdon.

Museum, Genealogical Library 
To Host Ribbon Cutting Sunday

Several members of Anita Boyd’s family attended Wednesday’s meeting. Pictured 
are (L to R) Pam Hurt, Ted Hurt, Linda Allen, Samuel DeVille, Fran Utley and Anita 
Boyd. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

HUNTINGDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Anita Boyd Recalls Bruceton’s ‘Golden Age’
BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (April 15) 
— At just short of 97-years-
old, Mrs. Anita Boyd has a 
long-term memory that is still 
as sharp as a tack. Boyd visit-
ed the Huntingdon Historical 
Society Wednesday morning 
to share some of her earlier 
memories, recalling what she 
considers to be the town of 
Bruceton’s golden age.

Boyd, a 1947 graduate 
of Bruceton High School, 
is on a mission to share 
memories of her home-
town’s former glory, despite 
now living in Camden. She 
shared stories about Bruce-
ton in the 1930s and 1940s.
“To me, that was the hey-
day of Bruceton, the Golden 
Days of Bruceton, and it was 
all because of the railroad,” 
Boyd said.

Recounting her memories, 
Boyd described her home-
town in a way that most of 
its inhabitants today would 
think inconceivable.

B r u c e t o n ,  o n c e  o n l y 
known as “New One,” was a 
booming young town during 
Boyd’s youth. 

It was the central hub of 
the Nashville, Chattanooga 
and St. Louis railroad, chosen 
to handle the traffic moving 
from Nashville to Memphis 
and from the Paducah-Hick-
man area to the Mississippi 
River.

In the span of five years, 
“New One” became known as 
“Junction City,” and then was 
renamed “Bruceton” for its 
1925 incorporation. The town 
was named for W.P. Bruce, an 
executive on the railroad.

With four to 10 passenger 
trains stopping daily, Bruce-
ton rapidly grew into a busy 
and flourishing small town.

“Folks from all around 
came to open businesses 
and to work on the railroad,” 
Boyd said. 

Boyd’s family, even, relo-
cated to Bruceton because 
of the railroad. Her grand-
father, Herchel “Crappie” 
Aden moved to Bruceton 
from Huntingdon in 1906 to 
help lay the railroad tracks. 
He later worked as a car re-
pairman until his retirement 
in 1946. Her Uncle Virgil was 
a brakeman and worked on 
the trains until his retirement.

During Boyd’s youth, 
Bruceton had a bank, two 

doctors, five churches, a tele-
phone office, a lumber shed 
and a large ice plant that 
served both the railroad cars 
and the community. At one 
point, there were 13 stores 
in the downtown area alone, 
Boyd said.

There was also a cotton 
gin, a dry cleaning shop, four 
gas service stations with me-
chanics on duty, a telephone 
business office, two grocery 
stores, a dry goods store, a 
Western auto store, a trolley 
car cafe, the Dugout, a base-
ment restaurant with rental 
rooms on the upper floor, 
a wholesale house, a black-
smith shop, a skating rink and 
a funeral home.

And, Boyd boasted, she 
can still name the owner or 
operator of every business 
she mentioned.

Bruceton even had a news-
paper, called the Twin City 
Times. Boyd brought two 
newspaper copies — one 
from 1930 and one from 
1936 — to donate to the 
Huntingdon Historical Soci-
ety’s museum. 

Boyd talked about growing 
up during the Great Depres-
sion, interacting with hobos 
as they crossed into Bruce-
ton. Her house was on the 
south end of town, farthest 
from the railroad, but she 
remembers hobos walking 
that far to ask if they could 
split wood or help out in any 
way. Her Memea would give 
them leftover food, usually 
cold biscuits with ham or 
sausage.

“We had no fear of them,” 
said Boyd. “They were just 
trying to make their way in 
hard times.”

Boyd spoke about life in 
Bruceton and how the Bru-
ceton Post Office became the 
“meeting place for socializ-

ing” during World War II.
“After standing in line for 

your turn, if you received 
mail, that was just the ic-
ing on the cake,” Boyd said. 
“Visitors to the community 
were always amazed at this 
daily vigil by so many peo-
ple. Small town fellowship 
is not easily understood by 
city folks.”

Railroad employees were 
paid on the first and fif-
teenth day of each month. 
Boyd remembered going 
with her Memea to “settle 
up” at the grocery store or 
“any place that she might 
have charged something 
during the month.” They 
would order their home-de-
livered groceries from the 
Ralph Page grocery store 
on Highway 70, just a block 
from her house. When pay-
ing their bills, she said Page 
would always give her a piece 
of candy or a stick of gum.
“Such good memories we 
were making, but [we] never 
realized at the time how ex-
citing it was to grow up in a 
small railroad town that had 
so much to offer,” said Boyd.

Boyd said Bruceton took 
a heavy blow in the 1950s. A 
large tornado struck, and the 
last of the “gasping for breath” 
steam engines arrived and 
departed.

“The war years were be-
hind us, and folks had mon-
ey, cars and the means to 
venture out into the big world 
outside of Bruceton and the 
other small communities 
throughout the nation — and 
that’s what we did,” Boyd said.

Bruceton’s economy took 
a blow with the demise of 
the railroad, as railroad sala-
ries were considerably higher 
than most jobs in the area. 
Then H.I.S. closed, adding 
to the toll.

“The great little town that 
was born and flourished for 
100 years or so practically 
died and, like a vapor, disap-
peared,” Boyd said. “Bruceton 
now is a lovely, nice, quiet, 
serene bedroom communi-
ty with many of its citizens 
having no knowledge of its 
former glory,” Boyd said. 
“Such a shame to those that 
remember.”

Several of Boyd’s fam-
ily members attended the 
Wednesday meeting, in-
cluding 8-year-old Sam-
uel DeVille, to hear Boyd’s 
presentation.

Anita Boyd addresses the 
Huntingdon Historical 
Society. Photo by Lyndsey 
Summers/The Banner

The Bethel/Eastside Fam-
ily and Community Educa-
tion (FCE) club held its April 
meeting on April 9th, gath-
ering at the home of Pen-
nye and Mary Mays with six 
members and their agent in 
attendance. President Gail 
Eubanks called the meeting 
to order, opening with the 
reading of the Club Creed.

Hostess Jean Wininger 
led the monthly devotion, 
discussing the topic of “No 
judging” and citing Matthew 
7:1. For roll call, members 
shared their favorite movies. 
The treasury report was giv-
en and accepted, showing 
no change in the balance. 

Community Service and 
Cluster Meeting Prep

The club reviewed recent 
community service success 
in old business: “Booboo 
bunnies” were delivered to 
the nursing home in time for 
Easter. Seventeen “meals in 
a bag” have been provided 
to the Carl Perkins Center 
this year.

A major topic of discus-
sion was the upcoming 
cluster meeting, for which 
the Bethel/Eastside FCE is 
responsible for the break-

fast. Plans are underway to 
feed approximately sixty 
people, with Gail Eubanks 
coordinating the coffee, tea, 
sugar, creamer, and artificial 
sweetener. The breakfast 
spread will also include a 
large fruit tray, bite-sized 
muffins, cheese sticks, and 
orange juice. Members were 
asked to arrive at the church 
by 9:30 a.m. to set up.

In the new business, the 
club voted to approve a $50 
donation to the National 
Association to assist with 
their convention.

Educational Program:
A Guide to Joy

Following the business 
session, Jean Wininger pre-
sented an educational pro-
gram titled “A Joy Spotters 
Guide”. The guide encour-
aged members to find hap-
piness in their surroundings 
by engaging their senses 
and perspective. Key tips 
included:

•  Look up and look 
down: Notice things around 
you and see what is hiding at 
your feet.

• Find color: Identify 
what colors bring joy.

• Follow the curve: Re-

member that not everything 
is in a straight line.

• Seek out symmetry 
and abundance: Harmony 
brings joy, as do signs of 
plenty.

• Appreciate the tiny joys 
and the invisible: Examples 
include ladybugs, butterflies, 
wind, and light.

• Have an adventure: Go 
where the wild things are.

• Use all your senses and 
take the scenic route.

• Look for weirdness: 
Being unique can bring 
happiness.

Wininger concluded with 
the advice, “The more you 
look the more you will see. 
And always be kind”. The 
meeting’s conversation 
starter was, “What did you 
do that was naughty?”

Members are reminded 
of the following dates: May 
1 — Cluster meeting in McK-
enzie. May 14 — Picnic at 
the lake (Next meeting, host-
ed by Gail Eubanks). May 28 
— Spring Rally, where mem-
bers should bring cultural 
arts. August 8–16 — Carroll 
County Fair. August 12 — 
Mini Conference.

Bethel/Eastside FCE Chapter Focuses on 
Service, ‘Joy Spotting’ at April Meeting

West Carroll Jr./Sr. High 
School students recently 
traveled to Chattanooga to 
compete in the Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America 
(FBLA) State Leadership 
Conference, where they 
achieved outstanding suc-
cess, securing their invita-
tion to Nationals.

Students competed in a 
variety of business-relat-
ed events, including Agri-
business, Human Resource 
Management and Organi-
zational Leadership, among 
others.

Students also participat-
ed in conference leader-
ship sessions and had the 

opportunity to connect 
with peers from across the 
state. The trip also allowed 
time for students to explore 
Chattanooga and build re-
lationships outside of the 
classroom, making the ex-
perience both educational 
and memorable.

Every student competitor 
from West Carroll placed 
in the top four in their re-
spective events, an impres-
sive accomplishment that 
reflects both preparation 
and dedication. As a result 
of their top finishes, these 
students have earned the 
opportunity to advance to 
the FBLA National Leader-

ship Conference, held this 
summer in San Antonio, 
Texas. 

There, students will com-
pete alongside top competi-
tors from across the country 
and world.

The FBLA program at 
West Carroll continues to 
provide students with op-
portunities to develop lead-
ership, communication and 
career-ready skills through 
real-world application and 
competition. West Carroll 
is proud of these students 
for their success and looks 
forward to supporting them 
as they prepare for the na-
tional stage.

Above, West Carroll FBLA advisors Ryan Mansfield (left) and Erin Lewis (right) 
are pictured with FBLA students Jack Robinson, Kahli Baum, Taylor Robinson, 
Chandler Rimmer, Emma Stout, Arlexis Perry and Bryler O’Neal.  Below Left, West 
Carroll students Bryler O’Neal, Chandler Rimmer, Taylor Robinson, Emma Stout, 
Arlexis Perry, Kahli Baum and Jack Robinson are pictured with their awards from 
the FBLA State Leadership Conference.  Below Right, Hayden Weaver is pictured 
with her finalist award in Organization Leadership, and Caleb Vermillion is pictured 
with his finalist award for Healthcare Administration. Submitted Photos

West Carroll FBLA Excels at State Conference
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BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

GLEASON (April 17) — 
The Gleason High School 
Bulldogs hosted Hollow 
Rock-Bruceton Central Fri-
day for a baseball contest. 
The visiting Tigers stormed 
out to a 9-0 lead, but the 
Bulldogs scratched their 
way back to tie it in the sec-
ond inning and again in the 
bottom of the seventh to 
force extra innings. Gleason 
capped the comeback with 
a walk-off, two-out single in 
the eighth for a 14-13 win.

Central exploded out of 
the gate for nine runs in 
the top of the first. Gleason 
scored three in the home 
half, then tied it with six 
in the second. The Tigers 
pulled ahead again with 
three runs in the third, then 
added one in the fifth. The 
Bulldogs cut the gap with 
two in the bottom half, then 
tied it again with two in the 
seventh. Ashton Morgan 
won it in the eighth with a 
walk-off single.

Bulldog Drake Lehmkuhl 
was 4-for-5 with a home 
run, a double, seven RBIs 

and three runs scored. Ash-
ton Morgan was 2-for-4 
with a walk, an RBI, three 
runs scored and a stolen 
base. Trey Mayo was 1-for-
4 with two RBIs and two 
runs scored. Parker Morgan 
was 1-for-5 with a double, 
a sacrifice fly, an RBI and 
a run scored. Ty Keeling 
was 1-for-4 with two walks 
and two runs scored. Brody 
Sanders was 1-for-5 with 
an RBI and two stolen bas-
es. Bryce Pettit was 0-for-2 
with three walks and a run 
scored. Brock Dilday and 
Caleb Jones were each 0-for-
3 with a walk, a run scored 
and a stolen base.

Tiger Gage Weatherly was 
4-for-5 with a walk, two RBIs, 
two runs scored and a sto-
len base. Brayden Maness 
was 3-for-5 with a double, 
a walk and two RBIs. Brody 
Huff was 3-for-5 with a sac-
rifice fly, two RBIs, two runs 
scored and a stolen base. 
Dalton Howard was 3-for-4 
with a run scored and two 
stolen bases. Tanner Wal-
ters was 2-for-6 with a walk, 
three runs scored and a sto-
len base. Braxton Howard 

was 1-for-3 with two walks, 
an RBI and two runs scored. 
Drake Hollingsworth was 
1-for-5 with a double, a sac-
rifice fly, an RBI and a run 
scored. Parker Boyd was 
1-for-5 with a walk, an RBI 
and a run scored.

Ashton Morgan got the 
start for Gleason, allowing 
nine runs (eight earned) 
on six hits while walking 
two and striking out two in 
two-thirds of an inning. Ty 
Keeling threw seven and a 
third innings of relief and 
earned the win, allowing 
four earned runs on 12 
hits while walking four and  
striking out three.

Tanner Walters started for 
Central, allowing six earned 
runs on one hit while walk-
ing one and striking out 
three in one inning. Brody 
Huff pitched three frames, 
allowing four runs (two 
earned) on three hits while 
walking four and striking out 
one. Parker Finley threw the 
final three and two-thirds 
frames and took the loss, 
allowing four earned runs 
on six hits while walking 
three and striking out two.

Bulldogs Erase Nine-Run Deficit 
To Defeat Tigers in Extra Innings

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

BRADFORD (April 14) 
— Bradford High School 
softball hosted McKenzie 
Tuesday. The visiting Lady 
Rebels’ lineup produced of-
fense from top to bottom as 
they took a 13-7 road victory 
over the Lady Red Devils.

McKenzie struck first with 
a run in the top of the first. 
Bradford briefly took the 
lead with two runs in the 
home half, but the Lady 
Rebels tied it in the top of 
the second and pulled away 
with five runs in the third 
and three in the fifth. The 
Lady Red Devils rallied for 
five in the bottom of the fifth, 
but McKenzie added three 
more in the sixth.

Lady Rebel Haylee Beard 
was 2-for-5 with two dou-

bles, an RBI and a run 
scored. Ridley Holt was 
2-for-4 with a double, two 
RBIs and two runs scored. 
Kailie Hudgins was 3-for-4 
with two runs scored. Ad-
dyson Littleton was 2-for-
5 with an RBI and a run 
scored. Maggie Hall was 
2-for-5 with a run scored 
and a stolen base. Danie 
Parker was 1-for-4 with two 
RBIs and three runs scored. 
Braylin Auvenshine was 
1-for-5 with an RBI and two 
runs scored. Aurora John-
son was 1-for-4 with a walk 
and a run scored. Kynadie 
Brown was 0-for-5 with an 
RBI.

Lady Red Devils Cara 
Copous and Abby Glisson 
were both 2-for-4 with a 
double, an RBI, two runs 
scored and a stolen base. 

Paige Allen was 1-for-2 with 
a double and an RBI. Leah 
Page was 1-for-3 with a dou-
ble, a walk and an RBI. Rylee 
Jorgensen was 0-for-2 with 
a walk, a run scored and a 
stolen base. Calley Graves 
was 0-for-3 with a walk and 
a run scored.

B ra y l i n  Au v e n s h i n e 
earned the complete-game 
win for McKenzie, allowing 
seven runs (five earned) on 
six hits while walking four 
and striking out six.

Olivia McAfee got the 
start for Bradford, allowing 
seven runs (two earned) 
on six hits while walking 
one in three innings. Cara 
Copous pitched the final 
four innings, allowing six 
runs (one earned) on seven 
hits while walking none and 
striking out four.

Lady Rebels Defeat Lady Red Devils, 13-7

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE/McEWEN 
(April 13-14) — McKenzie 
High School baseball began 
the week with a home-away 
set against district foe McE-
wen, splitting wins with the 
Warriors. Monday, McEwen 
earned a 2-0 road win in a 
pitching duel. McKenzie re-
turned the favor in a big way 
Tuesday, running away with 
a 13-5 victory in McEwen.

McEwen Warriors 2, 
McKenzie Rebels 0

Monday’s game at McK-
enzie remained scoreless 
until the top of the sixth, 
when the Warriors pushed 
across the only two runs of 
the game.

Rebel Aiden Legens was 
1-for-2 with a double. Coo-
per Davidson was 1-for-3. 
Ace Brown was 0-for-1 with 
a stolen base.

Warrior Tylon Carter was 
2-for-3 with a triple, an RBI 
and a run scored. Kainan 
Gill was 1-for-3 with an RBI. 
Mason Oliphant was 1-for-
4 with a run scored. Cane 
Burdette and Colt Tummins 
were both 1-for-3.

Knox Parham earned the 
complete-game shutout win 
for McEwen, allowing two 
hits while walking none and 
striking out five.

Xander Johnsey took the 

complete-game loss for 
McKenzie, allowing two 
earned runs on six hits while 
walking none and striking 
out four.

Rebels 13, Warriors 5
McKenzie struck first at 

McEwen Tuesday with four 
runs in the top of the first. 
The Warriors answered 
with a pair in the home half. 
McKenzie added two runs 
in the fourth and again in 
the fifth, then blew the game 
open with five in the sixth. 
McEwen plated a pair in the 
bottom half and a final run 
in the seventh.

Rebel Fletcher Holt was 
4-for-4 with a home run. 
Lelan Gordon was 3-for-4 
with a double, a walk, two 
RBIs, three runs scored 
and a stolen base. Cooper 
Davidson was 2-for-4 with 
a walk, a run scored and 
a stolen base. Cole Brown 
was 2-for-5 with a double, 
an RBI, a run scored and a 
stolen base. Xander Johnsey 
was 2-for-5 with an RBI and 
a run scored. Parker Ross 
was 1-for-4 with a double, 
a walk, two RBIs and a run 
scored. Aiden Legens was 
1-for-5 with an RBI and a 
run scored. Ace Brown was 
1-for-2 with a walk, an RBI, 
a run scored and a stolen 
base. Maddox Shiell was 
0-for-2 with two RBIs and a 
stolen base.

Warrior Kainan Gill was 
2-for-4 with a triple, a dou-
ble, two RBIs and a run 
scored. Jack Grigsby was 
3-for-4 with an RBI. Logan 
Wilson was 1-for-1. Knox 
Parham was 1-for-3 with 
a double. Mason Oliphant 
was 1-for-4 with a double 
and a run scored. Tuck Lit-
tleton was 0-for-2 with an 
RBI. Ben McPherson was 
0-for-4 with an RBI. Tylon 
Carter was 0-for-2 with two 
runs scored.

Fletcher Holt earned the 
win for McKenzie, allowing 
five earned runs on eight 
hits while walking two and 
striking out seven in six 
and a third innings. Lelan 
Gordon pitched the final 
two-thirds of an inning, al-
lowing no runs or hits with 
one walk.

Caden Wallace got the 
start for McEwen allowing 
eight earned runs on 11 hits 
while walking two and strik-
ing out one in four innings. 
Tylon Carter pitched an in-
ning and a third of relief, 
allowing three earned runs 
on no hits while walking 
three and striking out one. 
Collin Swearns threw two-
thirds of an inning, allowing 
two earned runs on four hits 
with no walks. Logan Wilson 
pitched the final frame, al-
lowing no runs on three hits 
with no walks.

Rebels Split Home-Away Set with McEwen

Left, Rebel shortstop Cole Brown makes a leaping throw to first after fielding a 
sharp ground ball in Monday’s home game.  Right, Rebel Aiden Legens rips a 
double in Monday’s game. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

ATWOOD/MIDDLETON 
(April 13-14) — West Carroll 
High School baseball began 
the week with a home-away 
district set with Middleton. 
Monday, West Carroll hosted, 
but the visiting Tigers took the 
win in a high-scoring affair, 
13-9. The War Eagles exacted 
revenge Tuesday on the road 
with a lopsided victory, 14-3.

Middleton Tigers 13,
West Carroll War Eagles 9
In Monday’s game, West 

Carroll struck first with a run 
in the bottom of the second 
inning. Middleton took the 
lead with three in the top of 
the third. The War Eagles 
scored one in the home half, 
then took the lead with three 
in the fourth. Middleton re-
gained the edge with three 
runs in the fifth, then added 
three in the top of the sixth. 
West Carroll tied it with four 
in the home half, but the Ti-
gers scored four in the sev-
enth for the win.

War Eagle R.Q. Thomp-
son was 2-for-4 with a triple, 
a walk, two RBIs, two runs 
scored and two stolen bas-
es. J.W. Rushing was 2-for-3 
with a double, an RBI, two 
runs scored and a stolen base. 
Caleb Vermillion was 2-for-4 
with a walk, an RBI, a run 
scored and a stolen base. Eli 
Bryant was 1-for-3 with a walk 
and an RBI. Harlan Hames 
was 1-for-4 with an RBI, two 
runs scored and a stolen base. 
Jeremiah Petty was 1-for-3 
with an RBI and a run scored. 
Sawyer Jackson was 0-for-2 
with two walks, an RBI, a run 
scored and a stolen base.

Tiger Annyn Cardwell was 
1-for-5 with a double, three 
RBIs and a run scored. Brody 

Elkins was 1-for-3 with a dou-
ble, an RBI, two runs scored 
and a stolen base. Will Baker 
was 1-for-5 with two RBIs and 
two runs scored. Brody Cor-
nelius was 1-for-3 with a walk, 
a sacrifice fly, an RBI and a 
run scored. Grayson Gladish 
was 1-for-3 with an RBI and 
a stolen base. Westen Ross 
was 1-for-4. Joseph Coupe 
was 0-for-3 with three walks 
and three runs scored. Chris-
topher Wright was 0-for-1 
with three walks, a run scored 
and a stolen base. Kamren 
Bumpus was 0-for-2 with two 
walks, three runs scored and 
a stolen base.

Brody Cornelius got the 
start for Middleton, allowing 
five runs (three earned) on 
five hits while walking five 
and striking out two in four 
innings. Christopher Wright 
pitched the final three frames, 
allowing four runs (three 
earned) on four hits while 
walking one and striking out 
one.

Ethan Baker started for 
West Carroll, allowing nine 
runs (two earned) on six hits 
while walking five and strik-
ing out five in six innings. 
Harlan Hames faced three 
batters, allowing three runs 
(two earned) on no hits and 
two walks. Sawyer Jackson 
pitched the final frame, allow-
ing one unearned run on no 
hits with two walks.

War Eagles 14, Tigers 3
On the road Tuesday, West 

Carroll struck first with three 
runs in the top of the first. 
Middleton answered with 
one in the home half. The War 
Eagles added a pair in the 
second, and the Tigers plat-
ed one. West Carroll pulled 
away with four in the third. 
Each team plated a run in the 
fourth, and the War Eagles 

scored four in the fifth to end 
the game early.

War Eagle Sawyer Jackson 
was 2-for-3 with a triple, a 
double, a sacrifice fly, four 
RBIs, a run scored and two 
stolen bases. R.Q. Thompson 
was 3-for-4 with a double, an 
RBI, three runs scored and a 
stolen base. Briggs West was 
2-for-4 with a double, an RBI 
and two runs scored. Caleb 
Vermillion was 2-for-3 with an 
RBI, three runs scored and a 
stolen base. J.W. Rushing was 
1-for-2 with a walk, a sacrifice 
fly and two RBIs. Ethan Baker 
was 1-for-3 with two RBIs and 
a stolen base. Harlan Hames 
was 1-for-4 with two RBIs. Eli 
Bryant was 0-for-3 with a walk 
and two runs scored.

Tiger Kamren Bumpus was 
2-for-2 with a double, an RBI 
and a stolen base. Westen 
Ross was 1-for-1 with a walk. 
Grayson Gladish was 1-for-3. 
Joseph Coupe was 0-for-1 
with a walk, a run scored and 
a stolen base. Brody Elkins 
was 0-for-1 with a walk and a 
run scored. Brody Cornelius 
was 0-for-2 with a walk and a 
run scored.

Eli Bryant earned the com-
plete-game win for West Car-
roll, allowing three runs (two 
earned) on four hits while 
walking four and striking out 
three.

Kamren Bumpus got the 
start for Middleton, allowing 
nine runs (one earned) on 
eight hits while walking one 
and striking out two in three 
innings. Will Baker pitched 
one inning of relief, allowing 
one unearned run on one 
hit with no walks and one 
strikeout. Westen Ross threw 
the final frame, allowing four 
runs (one earned) on three 
hits while walking one and 
striking out one.

War Eagles Split Home-Away Set with Middleton

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

CLARKSBURG/BRUCE-
TON (April 13-14) — The 
Clarksburg High School 
R o c k e t s  a n d  H o l l o w 
Rock-Bruceton Central Tigers 
began the week with a home-
away district baseball set. 
Monday, the Rockets hosted 
and claimed a 4-3 win on a 
late rally. Tuesday, the Tigers 
avenged the loss with a 5-0 
home shutout.

Clarksburg Rockets 4, 
Central Tigers 3

Clarksburg struck first at 
home Monday with a run 
in the bottom of the third. 
Central tied it in the top of the 
fourth, then took a lead with a 
pair in the fifth. The Rockets 
cut the deficit to one with a 
run in the home half, then 
scored two in the bottom of 
the seventh for a walk-off win.

Rocket Walker Aston was 
3-for-4 with a double and 
three RBIs. Trae Cobb was 
2-for-3 with two runs scored. 
Maddox Robbins was 1-for-3 
with a run scored. Greysen 

Jones, Garrett Bartholomew 
and Reagan Halter were each 
1-for-3.

Tiger Brody Huff was 1-for-
4 with a double, an RBI and 
a run scored. Gage Weatherly 
was 2-for-3 with an RBI and 
a run scored. Tanner Walters 
was 2-for-3 with a run scored 
and a stolen base. Braxton 
Howard was 1-for-3. Dalton 
Howard was 0-for-3 with an 
RBI.

Trae Cobb earned the win 
for Clarksburg, allowing three 
runs (two earned) on six hits 
while walking two and strik-
ing out eight in six innings. 
Jayden Reed pitched the final 
frame, allowing no runs, hits 
or walks.

Drake Hollingsworth took 
the complete-game loss for 
Central, allowing four runs 
(three earned) on nine hits 
while walking none and strik-
ing out seven.

Tigers 5, Rockets 0
Tuesday’s game was score-

less through three innings 
until Central scored a run in 
the bottom of the fourth, then 
added four in the sixth.

Tiger Brayden Maness 
was 1-for-2 with a walk, two 
RBIs and a run scored. Drake 
Hollingsworth was 1-for-3 
with two runs scored. Tanner 
Walters was 1-for-3 with a 
run scored and a stolen base. 
Parker Boyd was 1-for-3 with 
an RBI. Braxton Howard and 
Dalton Howard were each 
1-for-3. Brody Huff was 0-for-
3 with an RBI, a run scored 
and two stolen bases.

Rocket Trae Cobb was 
1-for-1 with two walks and 
a stolen base. Walker Aston 
was 1-for-3. Taylor Lawler 
and Samuel Wallace were 
each 0-for-2 with a walk.

Gage Weatherly earned 
the complete-game shutout 
for Central, allowing two hits 
while walking four and strik-
ing out eight.

Greysen Jones took the 
loss for Clarksburg, allowing 
four runs (one earned) on 
five hits while walking one 
and striking out five in five 
innings. Jayden Reed threw 
the final frame, allowing one 
unearned run on one hit with 
no walks and one strikeout.

Rockets, Tigers Split Home-Away Set

McKENZIE (April 16) — 
McKenzie Middle School 
baseball celebrated Eighth 
Grade Night Thursday. Seven 
Rebel eighth graders were 
honored on the field, joined 
by their parents (L to R) Seth 
Stafford, son of Jana and 
Brian Stafford; Jake Ghyers, 

son of Angie and Nick Ghy-
ers; Dierks Ghyers, son of 
Michelle and Mark Ghyers; 
Leighem Broyles, son of Am-
ber and Keith Freeman and 
Colton and Megan Broyles; 
Lane Brown, son of Josie 
and Chad Brown; Jackson 
Barden, son of Allyson and 

Justin Barden; and Fisher 
Allen, son of Megan and Jere-
my Allen. The Rebels jumped 
out to a big lead over Milan 
in the ensuing game, but it 
was unfortunately cancelled 
in the second inning due 
to thunderstorms. Photo by 
Brad Sam/The Banner

MMS Baseball Celebrates Eighth Grade Night

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

JACKSON (April 16) — 
Jackson Christian School 
baseball hosted Huntingdon 
Thursday, and the visiting 
Mustangs dominated the Ea-
gles for an 11-0 shutout in five 
innings.

Huntingdon scored three 
runs in the top of the first, 
two in the second and six in 
the third.

Mustang Hayes Eubanks 
was 3-for-4 with two dou-
bles, an RBI and a run scored. 
Kenton Smith was 1-for-3 

with three RBIs and a run 
scored. Broox Bennett was 
1-for-3 with two RBIs. Silas 
Sharp was 1-for-1 with two 
walks, an RBI and two runs 
scored. Kainan Moore was 
1-for-1 with two runs scored. 
Braylin Dearmon was 1-for-3 
with a walk, an RBI and two 
runs scored. Caleb Ezell was 
1-for-3 with an RBI and a 
run scored. Colt Wood was 
1-for-3 with a walk and an 
RBI. Cy Hankins was 0-for-2 
with a walk, an RBI and a run 
scored.

Eagle Miles Wilson was 
1-for-1 with a double. Mat-

thew Melton was 2-for-3.
Owen Kreuziger earned 

the win for Huntingdon, al-
lowing no runs on one hit 
while walking one and strik-
ing out one in three innings. 
Hayden Strop pitched the 
final two frames, allowing 
no runs on two hits with two 
walks.

Max Collins took the loss 
for Jackson Christian, allow-
ing 11 runs (five earned) 
on seven hits while walking 
two and striking out three in 
two and two-thirds innings. 
Micah Hunt pitched the fi-
nal two and a third innings, 
allowing no runs on three 
hits while walking three and 
striking out one.

Mustangs Blank Eagles, 11-0
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UNION CITY (April 17) — 
McKenzie High School soc-
cer faced district foe Union 
City on the road Friday and 
earned a 5-2 win.

Rebels Aiden Mason and 
Jony Hernandez each scored 
two goals and each had an 
assist. Diego Hernandez 
scored a goal, and Wyatt 

Brewer had an assist.
McKenzie goalkeeper 

Sawyer Nunnery had two 
saves and Brody Davis re-
corded six saves.

Rebels Defeat Union City, 5-2

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (April 14) 
— Huntingdon High School 
softball hosted Milan Tues-
day for a district contest. The 
visiting Lady Bulldogs took 
an early 3-0 lead, but the Fil-
lies stormed back in the final 
innings to claim a 7-3 victory.

Milan scored a pair of runs 
in the top of the first, then 
added a run in the third. 
Huntingdon exploded for 
five runs in the fifth to take 
the lead, then added two in 
the sixth.

Filly Camdyn Sellers was 
2-for-3 with an RBI and a sto-

len base. Grier Bartholomew 
was 1-for-2 with a double, a 
walk and two runs scored. 
Gracey Martin was 1-for-3 
with a stolen base. Kylie Tip-
pitt was 1-for-4 with a run 
scored. Emalynn Maness was 
0-for-1 with a run scored. El-
lie Wilson was 0-for-4 with an 
RBI. Millie Luther was 0-for-2 
with an RBI, a run scored and 
a stolen base. Aubry Castle-
man was 0-for-3 with a run 
scored.

Lady Bulldog Mia Pearson 
was 3-for-4 with a double 
and two runs scored. Hailey 
Williamson was 2-for-4 with 
a stolen base. Rylee Hensley 
was 1-for-3 with two RBIs. 

Camryn Green was 1-for-3 
with an RBI and a sacrifice fly. 
Maycee Masters was 1-for-
4 with a run scored. Lizzie 
Hayes was 1-for-3.

Marcie Mitchell earned 
the complete-game win for 
Huntingdon, allowing three 
runs (two earned) on nine 
hits while walking none and 
striking out three.

Camryn Green took the 
loss for Milan, allowing seven 
runs (two earned) on five hits 
while walking one and strik-
ing out three in five innings. 
Mia Pearson pitched the final 
frame, allowing no runs, hits 
or walks with one strikeout.

Left, Marcie Mitchell earned the complete-game win for Huntingdon, allowing 
three runs (two earned) on nine hits while walking none and striking out three. 
Right, Fillies catcher Camdyn Sellers tags out a Milan runner attempting to score. 
Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Fillies Charge Back to Defeat Milan, 7-3

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (April 17) 
— McKenzie High School 
softball hosted Hollow 
Rock-Bruceton Central Fri-
day for a district contest. It 
was a tight contest until a 
huge fourth inning by the 
visiting Lady Tigers sealed 
a 16-3 win in five innings.

Central struck first with a 
run in the top of the first, but 
the Lady Rebels answered 
with two in the home half to 
take the lead. The Lady Ti-
gers regained the advantage 
in the third with three runs. 
McKenzie plated one in the 
bottom half. Central pulled 
away with nine runs in the 
fourth and added three in 
the fifth.

Lady Tiger Addy Baker 
was 2-for-4 with a home 
run, six RBIs and two runs 
scored. Amelia Bennett was 
4-for-4 with an RBI and a 
run scored. Lilly McGee 
was 3-for-4 with a double, 
two RBIs, three runs scored 
and a stolen base. Madison 
Holder was 2-for-5 with a tri-
ple and two RBIs. McKenzye 

Castleman was 2-for-4 with 
an RBI and a run scored. 
Kylie Craig was 2-for-4 with 
a stolen base. Cloe Morgan 
was 1-for-4 with a double 
and three RBIs. Addison 
Tucker was 1-for-3 with a 
double, a walk and two runs 
scored. Kyleigh Baker was 
0-for-2 with a walk and a 
run scored.

Lady Rebel Aurora John-
son was 1-for-2 with a home 
run, a walk, an RBI and two 
runs scored. Addyson Little-
ton was 1-for-3 with a dou-

ble and a run scored. Haylee 
Beard was 1-for-1 with a 
walk and an RBI. Maggie 
Hall was 0-for-2 with a walk.

Madison Holder earned 
the complete-game win for 
Central, allowing three runs 
(two earned) on three hits 
while walking three and 
striking out five.

Aurora Johnson took the 
complete-game loss for 
McKenzie, allowing 16 runs 
(ten earned) on 17 hits while 
walking two and striking 
out one.

Left, Lady Rebel Haylee Beard drives the ball for a 
base hit.  Right, Lady Tiger Lilly McGee rips a double. 
Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Lady Tigers Defeat Lady Rebels

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

WAVERLY/HUNTING-
D O N  ( Ap r i l  1 3 - 1 4 )  — 
Huntingdon High School 
baseball started the week 
with a home-away set 
against district foe Waverly. 
Two very different games 
ended with the same re-
sult: a Mustang win. On the 
road Monday, Huntingdon 
dominated the Tigers in five 
innings, 13-1. Tuesday, at 
home, the Mustangs trailed 
early before tying the score 
in the fifth and winning on a 
walk-off in the seventh, 4-3.

Huntingdon Mustangs 13, 
Waverly Tigers 1

The Mustangs wasted 
no time in Monday’s road 
game, scoring seven runs 
in the top of the first. Wa-
verly’s lone run came in the 
home half. Huntingdon’s 
bats cooled until a six-run 
burst in the fifth ended the 
game early.

Mustang Hayes Eubanks 
was 3-for-3 with a double, 
a walk, five RBIs, two runs 
scored and a stolen base. 
Silas Sharp was 1-for-3 with 
a walk, two RBIs and two 
runs scored. Kenton Smith 
was 2-for-3 with a walk, an 
RBI and a run scored. Cy 
Hankins was 1-for-2 with 
two walks and a run scored. 
Colt Wood was 0-for-1 with 
three walks and two runs 
scored. Owen Kreuziger was 
0-for-2 with a walk and two 
runs scored. Caleb Ezell was 

0-for-1 with two runs scored.
Tiger Bryce Griffin was 

2-for-2. Brenden Dilley was 
1-for-3 with a run scored. 
Kycen Damesworth and 
Brodie Davis were each 
1-for-3.

Caleb Ezell earned the 
complete-game win for 
Huntingdon, allowing one 
unearned run on five hits 
while walking two and strik-
ing out eight.

Brenden Selph took the 
loss for Waverly, allowing 
seven runs (one earned) on 
one hit while walking eight 
and striking out six in an 
inning and two-thirds. Cole 
Bailey pitched two and a 
third innings, allowing four 
runs (three earned) on three 
hits while walking none and 
striking out three. Kaz Cook-
sey threw two-thirds of an 
inning, allowing two earned 
runs on three hits while 
walking one and striking out 
one. Kerry Johnson faced 
one batter and recorded the 
final out.

Mustangs 4, Tigers 3
Waverly struck first in 

Tuesday’s game with a run 
in the top of the first, then 
added another in the sec-
ond. Huntingdon got on the 
board with a run in the bot-
tom of the third. The Tigers 
added a run in the top of 
the fifth, and the Mustangs 
tied it with two in the home 
half. Huntingdon walked off 
with a run in the bottom of 
the seventh.

Mustang Kenton Smith 
was 2-for-3 with a double, 
a walk and an RBI. Braylin 
Dearmon was 1-for-3 with a 
double, a walk, an RBI and a 
run scored. Cy Hankins was 
1-for-1. Broox Bennett was 
1-for-4 with a run scored. 
Hayes Eubanks was 0-for-1 
with two walks and a run 
scored.

Tiger Malachi Burns was 
2-for-4 with two doubles 
and an RBI. Brodie Davis 
was 2-for-3 with a double, 
a sacrifice fly, an RBI and 
a run scored. Lucas Wilson 
was 1-for-2 with a double, 
a walk and an RBI. Bren-
den Dilley was 1-for-4 with 
a double and a run scored. 
Bryce Griffin was 1-for-1. 
Brenden Selph was 1-for-3 
with a run scored.

Kenton Smith got the start 
for Huntingdon, allowing 
three runs (one earned) on 
seven hits while walking 
none and striking out five 
in five innings. Cy Hankins 
pitched the final two innings 
and earned the win, allow-
ing no runs on one hit and 
a walk.

Bryce Spann started for 
Waverly, allowing three 
runs (one earned) on four 
hits while walking five and 
striking out three in five and 
two-thirds innings. Kycen 
Damesworth pitched the 
final two-thirds of an inning 
and took the loss, allowing 
one unearned run on one 
hit with no walks and a 
strikeout.

Left, Mustang Kenton Smith got the start for Huntingdon in Tuesday’s home 
game, allowing three runs (one earned) on seven hits while walking none and 
striking out five in five innings.  Right, Mustang right fielder Broox Bennett 
catches a deep fly ball in Tuesday’s home game. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Mustangs Sweep Waverly in Home-Away Set

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

BRUCETON (April 16) 
— Hollow Rock-Bruceton 
Central High School softball 
hosted Clarksburg Thursday 
for a district contest. The 
host Lady Tigers had a big 
second inning and cruised 
to a 13-1 win in four innings.

Central scored eight runs 
in the second. Clarksburg’s 
lone run came in the top 
of the third, and the Lady 
Tigers responded with four 
in the home half. Central 
tacked on a run in the fourth 
to end the game early.

Lady Tiger Emy Olds was 

3-for-3 with a triple and two 
runs scored. Addison Tuck-
er was 3-for-3 with a dou-
ble, two RBIs and two runs 
scored. Madison Holder was 
1-for-2 with a triple, a sacri-
fice fly, two RBIs and a run 
scored. Amelia Bennett was 
1-for-3 with two RBIs, a run 
scored and a stolen base. 
Cloe Morgan was 1-for-1 
with a walk and an RBI sac-
rifice fly. McKenzye Castle-
man was 1-for-3 with two 
runs scored. Abby Baker was 
1-for-3 with a run scored. 
Lilly McGee was 0-for-2 with 
a walk, three RBIs and two 
runs scored. Kyleigh Baker 

was 0-for-1 with a walk.
Lady Rocket Brooklyn 

Laws was 1-for-1 with a run 
scored and a stolen base. 
Lainey Glosson and Natalie 
Scott were each 1-for-2.

Kyleigh Baker earned the 
complete-game win for Cen-
tral, allowing one unearned 
run on three hits while walk-
ing none and striking out 
seven.

Addison Milam got the 
start for Clarksburg, allow-
ing no runs, hits or walks 
with one strikeout in one 
inning. Carlie Swinford 
pitched the final two and a 
third innings and took the 
loss, allowing 13 runs (three 
earned) on 11 hits and three 
walks.

Lady Tigers Defeat Clarksburg

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (April 17) — 
McKenzie High School base-
ball hosted Westview Friday 
evening. One big inning by 
the visiting Chargers doomed 
the Rebels to a 16-6 loss in six 
innings.

Westview struck first with a 
run in the top of the first, but 
McKenzie responded with a 
pair in the home half to take 
the lead. The Chargers scored 
three in the third, answered 
by the Rebels with one run. 
Westview scored two in the 
fourth, and McKenzie added 
a pair in the fifth. The Char-
gers pulled away with ten 
runs in the top of the sixth, 
and the Rebels managed just 
one in the home half.

Rebel Cole Brown was 
2-for-3 with a home run, a 
walk, an RBI and two runs 
scored. Lelan Gordon was 
2-for-4 with a double, two 
RBIs and a run scored. 

Fletcher Holt was 2-for-2 with 
two walks. Aiden Legens was 
1-for-2 with a walk and two 
RBIs. Xander Johnsey was 
1-for-4 with a run scored.

Charger Graham Simpson 
was 2-for-3 with a double, 
two walks, three runs scored 
and four stolen bases. Chris-
topher Damron was 3-for-4 
with a walk, two RBIs, two 
runs scored and a stolen base. 
Kohen McWherter was 2-for-
3 with a double, two walks, an 
RBI, four runs scored and two 
stolen bases. Wes Hatler was 
2-for-3 with a walk, an RBI 
and a run scored. Thomas 
Myers was 1-for-3 with two 
walks, two RBIs and two runs 
scored. Casen Spaulding was 
1-for-4 with a double, a walk, 
two RBIs and a run scored. 
Poston Essary was 1-for-4 
with an RBI and a run scored. 
Myles McEwen was 1-for-5 
with an RBI and a run scored.

Graham Simpson got the 
start for Westview, allowing 
five runs (four earned) on 

five hits while walking three 
and striking out five in four 
innings. Casen Spaulding 
faced three batters, allowing 
no runs on one hit and two 
walks. Charlie Sutherland 
pitched the final two frames, 
allowing one earned run on 
two hits while walking none 
and striking out four.

Aiden Legens started for 
McKenzie, allowing three 
earned runs on six hits while 
walking two and striking out 
one in two innings. Maddox 
Shiell pitched three and a 
third innings of relief, allow-
ing six runs (five earned) on 
three hits while walking five 
and striking out three. Rip-
ken Thompson faced three 
batters, allowing three earned 
runs on one hit and a walk. 
Tucker Redmond pitched a 
third of an inning, allowing 
four runs (three earned) on 
three hits and a walk. Hudson 
Garrett threw the final third of 
an inning, allowing no runs, 
hits or walks.

Left, Rebel right fielder Avery Brown runs down a fly ball for the out.  Right, Rebel 
second baseman Xander Johnsey tags out a runner attempting to steal. Photos by 
Brad Sam/The Banner

Rebels Fall to Chargers

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

DRESDEN (April 13) — 
Dresden High School softball 
hosted the Hollow Rock-Bru-
ceton Central Lady Tigers 
Monday. Central scored ear-
ly and often to earn a 12-3 
victory.

The Lady Tigers struck first 
with a pair of runs in the top 
of the first. The Lady Lions 
tied it with two in the home 
half, but Central scored a run 
in both the third and fourth, 
then pulled away with three 
in the top of the fifth. Dres-
den managed one run in the 
bottom half. The Lady Tigers 
sealed the win with five runs 
in the sixth.

Lady Tiger Kyleigh Baker 

was 1-for-4 with a home run, 
two RBIs and one run scored. 
Amelia Bennett was 2-for-3 
with a triple, a sacrifice fly, 
an RBI, two runs scored and 
a stolen base. McKenzye 
Castleman was 2-for-4 with 
an RBI, a run scored and a 
stolen base. Abby Baker was 
2-for-5 with an RBI and two 
runs scored. Cloe Morgan 
was 1-for-3 with a triple, a 
sacrifice fly and two RBIs. 
Madison Holder was 1-for-4 
with a walk, an RBI, two runs 
scored and a stolen base. Lil-
ly McGee was 1-for-4 with 
two runs scored and a stolen 
base. Emy Olds was 1-for-4 
with an RBI. Addison Tucker 
was 1-for-4 with a run scored 
and two stolen bases.

Lady Lion Jacie West was 
1-for-3 with a double and 
an RBI. Molly Robinson was 
1-for-3 with two RBIs. Gracie 
Adams and Kayden Barnett 
were both 1-for-3 with a run 
scored.

Kyleigh Baker earned the 
complete-game win for Cen-
tral, allowing three runs (one 
earned) on four hits while 
walking none and striking 
out eight.

Jacie West took the loss 
for Dresden, allowing seven 
runs (four earned) on eight 
hits while walking one and 
striking out one in five in-
nings. Caylin Boaz pitched 
the last two frames, allowing 
five earned runs on four hits 
with no walks.

Lady Tigers Defeat Dresden, 12-3
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PA64

ESTATE OF: NORA PAULINE MITCHELL, LATE OF CARROLL 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE

     Notice is hereby given that on the 10TH day of APRIL, 2026 

Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the Es-

tate of NORA PAULINE MITCHELL deceased, who died OCTO-

BER 30TH, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Chan-

cery Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All 

persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 

unmatured, against the Estate are required by law to fi le the 

same with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before 

the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 

claims will be forever barred:

     (1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication 

(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-

ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty 

(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of 

the fi rst publication (or posting); or

         (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 

actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received 

a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 

that is four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication (or 

posting) as described in (1) (A); or

     (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. 

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward 

and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 10TH day of APRIL, 2026.  

THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:

KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER

99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN  38344

MARK L. MITCHELL, Executor/Administrator

TRAVIS STRICKLER, Attorney

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master
A561/R27398/15-2

PUBLICATION NOTICE
IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

APRIL DAWN OWENS,
PLAINTIFF,

VS. DOCKET NO. 2026DR42
DAVID RANDALL OWENS,

DEFENDANT,

A8515/R27353/14-4

TO: DAVID RANDALL OWENS

In this Cause, it appearing from the Complaint which is sworn 
to, that the whereabouts of the Defendant, DAVID RANDALL OW-
ENS, is unknown and cannot be ascertained by the diligent search 
and inquiry made to that end. DAVID RANDALL OWENS is therefore, 
hereby, required to appear and Answer the Complaint fi led in this 
Cause against him/her in the CHANCERY Court of CARROLL County, 
Tennessee, within thirty days of the last publication of this Notice 
and served a copy of Answer on Howard F. Douglass, P.O. Box 39, 
Lexington, TN, 38351, Attorney for Plaintiff, within said time. If you 
fail to do so judgement by default will be taken against you for relief 
demanded in the Complaint at hearing of the cause without further 
notice.

It is further Ordered that this Notice be published for four con-
secutive weeks in THE McKENZIE BANNER.

This the 2nd day of April, 2026.

Kenneth Todd, Clerk & Master

Recovered Property — 
On April 9, Deputy Verner 
recovered a firearm that 
had been located on top 
of a trash can at a resi-
dence on Clarksburg Road 
after a Republic Services 
driver reported finding it. 
The firearm, along with .22 
caliber ammunition, was 
handed over to Corporal 
Crowe and was entered 
into evidence.

The firearm was later 
t ra c e d ,  a n d  t h e  o w n e r 
was located. The owner 
advised the firearm had 
been accidentally left on 
the trash can while picking 
up sticks and had been 
reported missing. The fire-
arm and ammunition were 
returned to the owner.

This incident occurred 
in Carroll County.

Theft from Motor Vehi-
cle — On April 10, Deputy 
Boaz spoke with a com-
plainant regarding a sto-
len firearm from a vehicle 
at a residence on Barren 
Springs Road in Hollow 
Rock.  The complainant 
reported the firearm had 
been missing for approx-
imately two months but 
had just reported it.

The complainant stated 
the firearm had last been 
left inside the vehicle and 
could not be located after 
searching both the resi-
dence and vehicle.  The 
complainant had been to 
multiple locations within 
the county and was un-
sure where the firearm had 
been taken.

Deputies searched pawn 
databases and local re-
cords but were unable to 
locate the firearm.

This incident occurred 
in Carroll County.

Unlawful Possession of 
a Firearm — On April 13, 
Deputy Scott conducted 
a traffic stop on a vehicle 
for having no visible li-
cense plate and made con-
tact with the driver, Blake 
Speer, 35, of Buena Vista. 
During the stop, Speer was 
found to be in possession 
of a 12-gauge shotgun.

Further investigation re-
vealed Speer is a convict-
ed felon and is prohibited 
from possessing a firearm. 
He was taken into custody 
and charged with unlawful 
possession of a firearm.

This incident occurred 
in Carroll County.

B u r g l a r y / P u b l i c  In -
toxication/Possession of 
Drug Paraphernalia  — 
On April 14, Deputy Mc-
Clure responded to a call 
at a church on Highway 70 
in Cedar Grove regarding 
a male subject attempting 
to break into the building. 

En route, additional infor-
mation was received that 
the subject was in a sand 
pit on the property and 
was attempting to light 
an object on fire.  Upon 
arrival, deputies located 
Gavin Rosson, 27, of Cedar 
Grove.

R o s s o n  a p p r o a c h e d 
deputies and stated he was 
“just dancing” in the sand 
pit .  Deputies  obser ve d 
erratic behavior and dis-
organized speech as he 
frequently changed topics 
mid-sentence, indicating 
intoxication. During the 
investigation, Rosson ad-
mitted he had entered the 
church through a window 
without permission and 
intende d to take i tems 
such as food and a drink 
because he had previous-
ly attended church there. 
When asked if he had per-
mission, he stated that he 
did not and that he was 
going to inform the church 
at a later time. Based on 
this information, Rosson 
was detained.

During a search of the 
area where Rosson has 
been standing revealed a 
glass pipe commonly used 
for smoking methamphet-
amine. Rosson admitted 
the pipe belonged to him 
and stated he had used it 
shortly before deputy Mc-
Clure arrived. Based on his 
behavior and admission of 
recent use, it was deter-
mined he was intoxicated 
in a public place. Rosson 
also stated that he was 
currently on probation in 
Gibson County.

Rosson was taken into 
custody and transported 
to the Carroll County Jail. 
He was charged with bur-
glary, public intoxication 

and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

This incident occurred 
in Carroll County.

Credit Card Fraud In-
vestigation — On April 14, 
Deputy Crowe responded 
to a report involving fraud-
ulent activity on a cred-
it card. The complainant 
reported being contacted 
by her credit card compa-
ny regarding a balance of 
$815.80 despite not using 
the card since 2015.

The complainant advised 
two transactions had been 
made on March 3, each 
totaling $407.90, and the 
company initially indicated 
the charges would be re-
versed. However, she later 
received conflicting infor-
mation and believed the 
situation may be a scam.

The complainant was 
advised to continue work-
ing with the fraud depart-
ment and to provide any 
additional information to 
authorities.

This incident occurred 
in Carroll County.

Theft of Property — On 
April 14, Deputy Coleman 
responded to a report of 
a stolen trailer at a res-
idence on Highway 219 
in Huntingdon. The com-
plainant reported discov-
ering the trailer missing 
and stated it had last been 
seen in November 2025.

T h e  t r a i l e r  w a s  d e -
scribed as a black 14-foot 
electric dump trailer. The 
complainant advised the 
wiring had been replaced 
with all red wires, which 
may help identify the trail-
er. The value of the trailer 
was estimated at approxi-
mately $7,400.

This incident occurred 
in Carroll County.

Phillip and Alicia Halter 
to Dylan and Hannah Kyle 
in District 13.

Charles Edward Prater 
to CSG Stores, LLC in Dis-
trict 11.

J & E Properties, Inc. to 
CSG Stores, LLC in District 
11.

L a n n y  a n d  V i c k y 
Throckmorton to Devin 
and Thomas Daffron. No 
district listed.

Kelly Family Properties, 
LLC to Cristian Ruiz Cor-
rea. No district listed.

Adam Dowland to Jona-
than G. and Katlyn White 
in District 4.

Linda Edwards as execu-
trix to Tommy Martin and 
others in District 22.

Dustin Storm and James 
Hunter Ray to Hunter and 
Bryanna Haynes in Dis-
trict 17.

Angela and Mark Win-
ters to Irene Rochelle Lan-
caster. No district listed.

GL Land, LLC to Karl W. 

Card in District 2.
Ricky Miller and others 

to Robert H. III and Robyn 
Ellis in District 5.

Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to Lacoste Holdings 
LLC in District 12.

Michael and Shirley Reed 
and others to Mark and 
Cathy Forrester in District 
16.

Corri Fuller to Freddie 
Mitchell in District 13.

Paul W. Hasselbrink to 
Edward Daniel and Lin-
da Ann Curtis Draper in 
District 9.

Alan Grant Arnold to 
Adam Grant Arnold in Dis-
trict 16.

Timothy Mark and Alan 
Grant Arnold to David Jus-
tin Allen in District 16.

R i c h a r d  a n d  Ja n e t t 
Goodwin to Richard T. and 
Janett Goodwin in District 
16.

R i c h a r d  a n d  Ja n e t t 
Goodwin to Windie and 
Joey Richardson in Dis-

trict 11.
Jannie Boles and others 

to Jannie Boles and others 
in District 6.

Lisa J. Hutcherson to 
Dillon W. Mann and others 
in District 11.

Jack T. and Carolyn E. 
Greer to Garrett Green in 
District 11.

Mitchell D. and April V. 
Roberts to Steadfast Home 
Buyers. No district listed.

Thomas and Janel le 
Stear to Eric Dale in Dis-
trict 11.

Corey R. and Brandy L. 
Kemp to Antonio Allen in 
District 12.

Harlan J. Johnson to Jon-
athan Johnson. No district 
listed.

Dan Miles to Jacob and 
Samantha Malone in Dis-
trict 11.

Lakeview Loan Servic-
ing, LLC to Ashley and 
Heather Goodrum Barker 
as joint tenants with rights 
of survivorship. No district 
listed.

Carroll County Sheriff’s Reports

HUNTINGDON (April 
15) — The following cas-
es were heard in Carroll 
County General Sessions 
Court on April 15.

The following cases were 
bound over to a grand jury:

Jamie L. Garrison, Hwy. 
70, Cedar Grove, bound 
over, Driving While in Pos-
session of Methamphet-
amine; bound over, Sched-
ule II Drugs: Meth – Mfg., 
Deliver, Sell, Possess.

Mark Daniel Noah, Blue-
bird Lane, Huntingdon, 
bound over, Meth – Pos-
sess or Casual Exchange.

Kristopher C. Stenberg, 
Holmes Street, Trezevant, 
bound over, Public Intox-
ication; bound over, Dis-
orderly Conduct; bound 
ov e r,  A ssau l t  o n  Fi r st 
Responder.

The following cases re-
sulted in a guilty plea or 
finding:

Raymond Blackburn, Mt. 
Moriah Road, Huntingdon, 
guilty, Speeding, no fine, 
payment arrangements 
through clerk’s office; dis-
missed, Driving While Li-
cense Revoked.

Jamie L. Garrison, Hwy. 
70, Cedar Grove, guilty, 
P ro b a t i o n  Vi o l a t i o n  – 
Booked, no fine, 730 days, 
time-served credit nine 
days, can get day-for-day 
credit upon successful 
completion of treatment.

Chaslyn Irene Lockhart, 
Jessie Lane, Huntingdon, 
guilty, Theft of Merchan-
dise – Up to $1,000, no fine, 
11/29, $64.88 to Walmart, 
no contact with Walmart, 
supervised probation for 
sentence, cognitive behav-
ioral training course, alco-
hol drug evaluation and 
recommendations, report 
to jail May 8 at 7 p.m.

D av i d  S c o tt ,  B r u c e -
ton Vale Road, Bruceton, 
guilty, Probation Violation 
– Booked, no fine, 11/29, 
concurrent with 26cr284-2, 
day-for-day credit if suc-
cessfully completes rehab.

David A. Scott, Bruce-
ton Vale Road, Bruceton, 
guilty, Domestic Assault, 
no fine, 11/29, no contact 
with victim, persistent do-
mestic violence offender 
registry; dismissed, Public 
Intoxication.

Kristopher C. Stenberg, 
Holmes Street, Trezevant, 
guilty, Probation Violation 
– Booked, no fine, 11/29, 
can get day-for-day credit 
for successful completion 
of treatment.

The fol lowing cases 
were dismissed:

Hope C. Abbott, Bear 
Creek Road, Pinson, dis-
missed, Contributing to 
Dependency/Neglect, liti-
gation taxes only.

Earl Kinder, Hwy. 114, 
Bruceton, dismissed, Pro-
bation Violation – Booked.

Chaslyn Irene Lockhart, 
Je ss i e  L a n e,  Hu n t i n g -
don, dismissed, Burglary 
– Other Than Habitat or 
Non-Public Building.

Witt Wallace Mitchum, 
Main Street North, McK-
enzie, dismissed, Driving 
While License Suspended.

James Adam Vermillion, 
Carroll Street, McKenzie, 
dismissed, Driving While 
License Suspended; dis-
missed, Financial Respon-
sibility Law.

Kaitlynn Autumn Webb, 
Woodside Drive, Dresden, 
dismissed, Probation Vio-
lation – Booked.

The following case was 
rescheduled:

Jamie Lyn Barker, Brad-
ley Keith Douglas, Skyler L. 
Hays, Maurice Lawrence.

Property Transfers

Carroll County General 
Sessions Court Report

Cailey Lynn Lanciloti, 24, 
of Trezevant to Dalton Cam-

eron Raley, 20, of Trezevant.
Caleb Thomas Carter, 29, 

of Humboldt to Sarah Grace 
Duncan, 25, of Lavinia.

Barbara Jean Haley, 77, of 
Huntingdon to Lyndol Lee 
Scott, 85, of Huntingdon.

Marriage Licenses
Driving on Canceled 

License — Theotis Staten, 
Walnut Circle, McKenzie, 
was charged with Driving 
on a Canceled License on 
April 15.

Officer Michael Cun-
ningham observed Staten 
disregard a stop sign and 
initiated a traffic stop. A 
check of Staten’s license 
revealed it was canceled. 

He was cited into Carroll 
County General Sessions 
Court.

Theft — A resident of 
Oaklawn Drive reported 
the theft of several items 
from the residence on or 
about April 13. Stolen were 
porch rails, trailer hitches, 
two breaking plows - all 
valued at $970.

Natural Death  — On 
April 16, McKenzie Police 
officers responded to an 
Elm Street address where a 
female was unresponsive. 
Family members were in 
attendance and the home 
health worker, who noted 
the lady had a do-not-re-
suscitate document in ef-
fect.  EMS and the coroner 
responded.

McKenzie Police Reports

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE68

ESTATE OF: BETTIE SUE HILL, LATE OF CARROLL COUNTY, 

TENNESSEE

     Notice is hereby given that on the 15TH day of APRIL, 2026 

Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the Es-

tate of BETTIE SUE HILL deceased, who died OCTOBER 31ST, 

2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery Court 

Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons, resi-

dent and non-resident, having claims, matured or unmatured, 

against the Estate are required by law to fi le the same with 

the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the earlier of 

the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims will be 

forever barred:

     (1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication 

(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-

ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty 

(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of 

the fi rst publication (or posting); or

         (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 

actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received 

a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 

that is four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication (or 

posting) as described in (1) (A); or

     (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. 

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward 

and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 15TH day of APRIL, 2026.  

THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:

KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER

99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN  38344

BERTIE DOUGLAS, Executor/Administrator

LAURA A. KEETON, Attorney

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master
A561/R27432/16-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE69

ESTATE OF: JAMES GRADEN ROBINSON, LATE OF CARROLL 

COUNTY, TENNESSEE

     Notice is hereby given that on the 15TH day of APRIL, 2026 

Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the Es-

tate of JAMES GRADEN ROBINSON deceased, who died JANU-

ARY 3RD, 2026, were issued to the undersigned by the Chan-

cery Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All 

persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or 

unmatured, against the Estate are required by law to fi le the 

same with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before 

the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their 

claims will be forever barred:

     (1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication 

(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-

ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty 

(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of 

the fi rst publication (or posting); or

         (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 

actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received 

a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 

that is four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication (or 

posting) as described in (1) (A); or

     (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. 

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward 

and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 15TH day of APRIL, 2026.  

THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:

KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER

99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN  38344

JAMES RANDALL ROBINSON, Executor/Administrator

W. KENT JONES, Attorney

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master
A561/R27433/16-2
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Color A Masterpiece

EARTHEARTH DAYDAY
Happy
ARPIL 22

EARTH DAY
Answer: He had a hole-in-one.

Riddle Me This
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase 
below? Use each letter only once.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

SCOREBOARD

LETTER MIX-UP

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell something 
pertaining to this week’s theme.

MHTLEE

Answer: Helmet

Why did the golfer 
change his socks?

Week 15 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 15

 

Weekly 
Crossword

Week 16 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Egyptian bull-god
  5. Romanian monetary unit
  8. Will Ferrell holiday fi lm
 11. “It Ain’t Half Hot Mum” actor
 13. Error-related negativity
 14. Volcanic crater
 15. Boston Herald columnist 
Margery
 16. True market value
 17. Italian term for exchange 
rate
 18. Informal loan clubs
 20. Men’s fashion accessory
 21. Children’s craft supply
 22. Extra benefi ts
 25. In an early way
 30. A judge has one
 31. Soviet Socialist Republic
 32. Tractor unit
 33. Defunct supercomputer 
developer
 38. Promotional materials
 41. A forgetful state
 43. One who beheads
 45. Photographers
 48. Small, rich sponge cake
 49. Clergy’s vestment
 50. Expressed pleasure
 55. Abba __, Israeli politician
 56. Zero
 57. Ancient Greek word for 
“earless”
 59. Nigerian governmental area
 60. Mild expression of surprise
 61. Places to hang things
 62. Keyboard key
 63. Make a mistake
 64. One-time president of 
Republic of Korea

CLUES DOWN

  1. Bridge building degree
  2. Expression of sorrow or pity
  3. Large, stocky lizard
  4. Romanian river
  5. Communication
  6. Stoats
  7. Showcases
  8. Bird of prey
  9. King of Thebes
 10. Cleaving tool
 12. Large African antelope
 14. Three are particularly 
notable
 19. Meet one’s needs
 23. C. European river
 24. Dictator
 25. Indicates how much out of 
100 (abbr.)
 26. The 17th letter of the Greek 
alphabet
 27. Consume food

 28. Woman (French)
 29. Scrape a surface
 34. Green vegetable
 35. Pacifi c Standard Time
 36. Capital of Brazilian city
 37. Paddle 
 39. Cause to become insane
 40. Drier and fl akier
 41. Mimic
 42. ESPN personality Kimes
 44. One who moves slowly
 45. Secret political clique
 46. Behind the stern of a ship
 47. Supernatural force
 48. Sanctuary
 51. Swiss river
 52. Grayish white
 53. Engrave by coating
 54. North Carolina university
 58. Midway between south and 
southeast

Fun By Th e Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 

have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pen-
cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 16

See solution in next week’s edition.

Peace of Mind.
One of the many services we provide.

Athlete
Championship

Coach
Competition

Defense
Drills

Endurance
Equipment

Fitness
Halftime
League

MVP

Offense
Opponent
Overtime
Referee
Roster

Scoreboard

Stadium
Teammate

Tournament
Training
Trophy
Victory

Sports Time Word Search
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CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/T
F

FOR LEASE
AVAILABLE — 4,000 SQ. 
FT. NEXT TO H&R BLOCK, 
a t  C e d a r  S t r e e t  P l a z a , 
1926 Cedar Street, McK-
enzie. Call 731-352-2189. 
A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq. 
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway 
79 Highland Mall, across 
from the post office. Call 
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

AUCTIONS
G E T  T H E  W O R D  O U T 
ABOUT YOUR NEXT AUC-
TION! Save Time & $$$. One 
Call for All. Your ad can ap-
pear in this newspaper + 
103 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this 
newspaper’s classifi ed dept. 
or call Becky Moats 931-624-
8916. (TnScan)

FOR RENT
H O U S E S  A N D  A PA R T-
MENTS: McKENZIE AREA. 
w w w.mckenziehomefind-
e r s . c o m  7 31- 3 5 2 -2 2 5 5 . 
A1219/44-TF

SERVICES
S AW Y E R S  T R E E  S E R-
V ICE: 60’ Bucket Tr uck . 
Take Down or Prune. Haul 
Off and Clean Up. Grind 
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call 
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

J O E ’ S  T R E E  S E R V I C E 
A N D  S T U M P  R E M O V-
A L :  60 f t .  bucket t r uck , 
prune or take down grind 
s t u m p s ,  c l e a n  u p  a n d 
haul off, insured, free es-
t imates. 731-697-0023 or 
731-513-1518. A7084/21-TF

YOU R  L OW  C O S T  A D -
V ERTISING SOLUTION! 
One call & your 25 word ad 
will appear in 104 Tennes-
see newspapers for $275/
wk or 28 West TN news-
papers for $100/wk. Cal l 
this newspaper’s classified 
advertising dept. or go to 
w w w.tnpress.com/news-
paper-networks. (TnScan)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

OLSH A N FOUN DATION 
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted 
foundation repair experts 
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. 
Water ma nagement a nd 
mor e .  F r e e e v a lu at ion . 
Limited t ime up to $250 
off  foundation repair. Call 
Olsha n 1-866 -265 -5932 . 
(TnScan)

PR E PA R E FOR POW E R 
OU TAGE S T ODAY w it h 
a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-888-869-5542 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move. 
(TnScan)

WANTED: TO BUY
W E BU Y HOUS E S F OR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No f uss. A ny cond it ion. 
Easy t hree step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
pa id. Get you r fa i r cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-551-
1426. (TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

C H O O S E  E A R T H L I N K 
F I B E R  I N T E R N E T  f o r 
speeds up to 5 Gigs,  no 
data caps, no t hrott l ing. 
Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when 
you make the switch. Call 
1-855-481-3340. (TnScan)

GET BOOST I N F I N I T E! 
UNLIMITED TALK, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

 DIR ECT V — A L L YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof ! Sign up 
for Di rec t a nd get you r 
f irst free months of Max, 
Pa ra mou nt+, Show t i me, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ INTERNET! Free Install, 
Free H D -DV R Upg rade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
To d a y !  1- 8 4 4 -274 - 6 0 74 . 
(TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY
AUDIEN HEARING. THE 
WOR LD’S FIRST HEAR-
ING AID with touchscreen 
controls. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 45-day 
risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 
1.5 million happy customers. 
Call Audien 1-888-297-2079. 
(TnScan)

D E N T A L  I N S U R A N C E 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-844-278-8285 www.
dental50plus.com/tnpress 
#6258. (TnScan)

14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

A8
66

1/
34

-T
F

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731.352.2761

nickyjoestaff ordrealestate@outlook.com
www.staff ord-realestate.com

Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD

NICKY JOE

Sandi Roditis

731-415-2927

Buford Taylor

731-225-8321

Valarie McMackin

731-418-2313

Jason Artymovich

586-243-3257

Blake Cossey

731-607-8643

Maleah Hollingsworth

731-694-7871

Residential
Municipal

Commercial
Irrigation Well Drilling

Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

Over 30 years of experience

A5
19

/14
-T

F

R

US
SELL’ S

WELL DRILLING
731-415-6550

Russell Basford, Owner

P.O. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201
russell.drilling@hotmail.com

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

SEPTIC PUMPING
731-234-6012

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Backhoe • Trenching • Gas Piping • Septic Pumping • Pipe Water 
Heaters • Well Tanks • Valves • Fittings • Faucets

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF 

INVENTORY FOR THOSE 
AFTER HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

TOLBERT
Plumbing & Electric

TF

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Business Directory
Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

WANTED
SE A RCH I NG FOR R E L-
ATIV ES OF T.P. PHIFER 
(18 5 3 -1913)  a n d  D e l i l a 
Cook Ph i fer (1853-1895) 
— Ema i l ma r i na22824@
gmail.com regarding their 
grave site relocation. (Tn-
Scan)

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
654 Main Street North
McKenzie, TN 38201 
731-352-7822

> edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

A3272/16-1

Retirement happens 
whether you're ready or 
not. Being ready is better.
Let's talk.

A500/16-1

Hospital Bed
• Like New

• 9 months old

• Cot that matches

Call
615-417-2205

FOR SALE

R2
74

39
/1

6-
1
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McKENZIE (April 14) — Ninety-six stu-
dents from McKenzie Middle School were 
honored at the annual McKenzie Middle 
School Honors Banquet and Program on April 
14 in the school’s gymnasium.

The McKenzie Rotary Club and the MMS 
Beta Club sponsored the event. Students 
who maintained a grade point average of 95 
or higher were the honorees. The students 
enjoyed a banquet meal in the school’s cafe-
teria before relocating to the gymnasium for 
the main event. Parents and family members 
were invited to attend as each honoree re-
ceived a certificate of accomplishment. The 
top ten academic students in each grade, 
5-8, received a plaque for their additional 
accomplishment.

Armand Hebert, vice-president of McKen-
zie Rotary Club, welcomed the students and 
guests to the event, which the local service 
club sponsors.

Teacher Josephine Wright, a Beta Club 
sponsor, announced the award recipients 
as each student came forward to receive a 
certificate. Rebecca Jones and Kenzie Jackson 
presented certificates.

Mrs. Jackson also presented the annual 
Melinda Garrett Leader of the Year Award to 
Sami Mathis. The award is given in memory of 
the late Melinda Garrett, who died as a young 
lady before fulfilling her dream of becoming 
a pharmacist. She was 23 years old. Melinda 
was described as a beacon of kindness and 
integrity. 

McKenzie High School alumnus and ed-
ucator, Mr. Hunter Herrin, delivered a com-
pelling address challenging McKenzie Middle 
School honor students to redefine success 
in an increasingly distracted world. Drawing 
on his decade of experience teaching both 
middle and high school, Herrin, a 2010 McK-
enzie High graduate and 2016 University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville alumnus, highlighted 
critical cognitive trends and offered actionable 
advice for the next generation.

Herrin, who teaches Algebra One and 
Two, serves as assistant coach of the boys’ 
basketball team and ministers to students 
at First Baptist Church, cited recent neuro-
science research by Dr. Daniel Willingham. 
This research indicates a concerning decline 
in memory, attention span, standardized test 
scores, literacy, and numeracy among the cur-
rent teenage cohort, a trend Herrin attributes 
largely to excessive screen time and a culture 
of “easy mode” living.

“This doesn’t mean you are less intelligent,” 
Herrin clarified, “but rather, you are cogni-
tively distracted, programmed for ease rather 
than challenge.” 

He emphasized that while previous gener-
ations consistently outperformed their prede-
cessors, the current one faces unique struggles 
due to habits that undermine persistence and 
deep focus.

Addressing the younger audience, Herrin 
positioned them as the “very forefront of a 
brand new generation,” capable of driving sig-
nificant cultural change, different from recent 
graduates. He outlined three core principles 
for their success:

Embrace Effort — Countering a high 
school culture that sometimes mocks visible 
effort, Herrin urged students to consistently 
give their best. He warned that high school, 
particularly junior year, demands significant 
effort, and those unaccustomed to hard work 
will struggle.

Failure is an Option (and a Necessity) — 
Herrin challenged the fear of failure, stating it’s 
not just an option but a “necessity” for growth. 
He encouraged students to push themselves 
to the point of occasional failure, emphasizing 
that true learning happens when one steps 
outside their comfort zone and takes risks.

Rediscover the Joy of Play and Activity 
— Lamenting the loss of spontaneous play 
as children age, Herrin encouraged students 
to remain active. He highlighted that physical 
activities such as kicking a ball or climbing 
a tree are crucial for brain development, in 
contrast to the detrimental effects of pro-
longed screen time.  He also pointed out 
that excessive phone use in social settings 
hinders the development of vital social skills.
Herrin concluded by stressing the importance 
of individuality, passion, and gratitude. He 
called on students to be leaders, cultivate their 
unique strengths, and express thanks to their 
teachers and parents, acknowledging their 
foundational roles in shaping their futures.

Mr. Josh Kee, principal at MMS, thanked 
everyone for attending and congratulated the 
honorees. The honorees were: 

Fifth Grade: Emmalynn Adkins, Ryker 
Andrews, Remington Broyles, Braylee Byrd, 
Zion Crawford, Jayna Gauthier, Merritt Sue 
Ghyers, Karson Hairell, Aimee Harris, Jaxon 
Hochreiter, Baylee Hornsby, Reece Milam, 
David Archer Neighbors, Olivia Neville, Alicyn 
Ninness, Isabella Ochoa, Kane Phillips, Coby 
Poore, Abby Price, Dakota Pride, Charlotte 
Rodgers, Ty Scott, Macie Seavers, Jake Staf-
ford, Ronan Stenberg, Vera Tippitt, Grace Tre-

vathan, Landon Wilson and Miles Workman.
Sixth Grade: Lola Batton, Addilyn Brown, 

Zane Campbell, Ava Diller, Adisyn Doede, 
Tate Gilbert, Johnathan Ham, Emilee Harris, 
Easton Johnsonius, Kaylee Keys, Avacyn 
Latham, Taylor Little, Cohen Martin, Benny 
McCaig, Maggie Nell Merrick, Aubree Roberts, 
Gracie Robertson, Bentley Siler, Anna Kate 
Tucker, Samantha Umsted, Cord Wall, Rumor 
Weatherford, Parker Wolski and Colin Yeley.

Seventh Grade: Kayden Adams, Ruthie 
Adkins, Brooklyn Andrews, Deacon Barden, 
Aiden Blackwell, Annabelle Bobb, Cooper 
Cunningham, Eli Davis, Micah Dickinson, 
Julee Eubanks, Malcolm Evans, Sonny Fuller, 
Alice Gallimore, Xander Morgan, Madison 
Nelson, Na’Vadius Owens, Aurora Ozment, 
Genevieve Phipps, Mallorie Pierce, Sophie 
Price, Kiya Priddy, Graham Seavers and Ol-
ivia Shank.

Eighth Grade: Andrew Arnold, Jackson 
Barden, Bella Batton, Abby Carroll, Charlie 
Cassidy, Finn Evans, Dierks Ghyers, Andres 
Hernandez, Nevaeh Herris, Noah Johnso-
nius, Cooper Jones, Sami Mathis, Cason 
Mayo, Madilyn Milam, Will Newman, Ulises 
Ramirez, Case Wall and Reid Warman.

Fifth Grade Top 10: Jayna Gauthier, Ai-
mee Harris, Jaxon Hochreiter, David Archer 
Neighbors, Olivia Neville, Kane Phillips, Abby 
Price, Vera Tippitt, Lily Trevathan and Landon 
Wilson.

Sixth Grade Top 12 (three-way tie for Top 
10): Lola Batton, Addilyn Brown, Emilee Har-
ris, Easton Johnsonius, Kaylee Keys, Benjamin 
McCaig, Cohen Martin, Maggie Nell Merrick, 
Aubree Roberts, Bentley Siler, Cord Wall and 
Parker Wolski.

Seventh Grade Top 10: Ruthie Adkins, 
Brooklyn Andrews, Deacon Barden, Aiden 
Blackwell, Cooper Cunningham, Julee Eu-
banks, Sonny Fuller, Alice Gallimore, Xander 
Morgan and Sophie Price.

Eighth Grade Top 10: Andrew Arnold, Bel-
la Batton, Abby Carroll, Charlie Cassidy, Finn 
Evans, Dierks Ghyers, Cason Mayo, William 
Newman, Ulises Ramirez and Case Wall.

A6936/16-1

Top Left, 2026 Miss McKenzie and court (L to R) Third Maid Kailynn Cowan, 17; First Maid Ashley Dunavant, 17; Queen Madelynn Pewitt, 16; and Second Maid Kamyah Gordon, 
16.  Top Center, 2026 Teen Miss McKenzie and court (L to R): First Maid Addison Davis, 15; Queen Belle Glisson, 14; and Second Maid Olivia Carey, 13.  Top Right, 2026 Junior 
Miss McKenzie and court (L to R) Third Maid Callie Davidson, 11; First Maid Layla Jones, 10; Queen Shiloh Campbell, 10; Second Maid Marlee Wheat, 10; and Fourth Maid Ava 
Moore, 10.  Above Left, 2026 Little Miss McKenzie and court (L to R) Third Maid Caroline Campbell, 7; First Maid Rachel Parham, 9; Queen Haizley Mann, 8; Second Maid Row-
an Conger, 9; and Fourth Maid Caelyn Baker, 6.  Above Center, 2026 Little Mister McKenzie and court (L to R) King Kody Cowan, 9, and First Page Gunner Amalong, 5.  Above 
Right, 2026 Mini Miss McKenzie and court (L to R) First Maid Lainee Brown, 5; Queen Harper Moore, 5; and Second Maid Sophie Sellers, 5. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Herrin Urges Students to Embrace Effort, Failure, and Play for Future Success
Top Left, Eighth Grade Honorees.  Top Right, Seventh Grade Honorees.  Above Left, Sixth Grade Honorees.  Above Right, Fifth Grade Honorees.  Below, Sami Mathis, an eighth 
grader, received the Melinda Garrett Award during the event. Pictured are Melinda’s parents, Dale and Faye Garrett with Sami Mathis. Photos by Joel Washburn/The Banner

Madelynn Pewitt Crowned Miss McKenzie
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