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compassionate healthcare close to home.
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BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

TREZEVANT (March
10) — Trezevant Board
of Mayor and Aldermen
members discussed several
local concerns during their
recent meeting, including
updates to the city’s fire-

www.AMERICAN-ROOFING-CO.com The proposed ordinance

addressed rules for station-

ary fireworks vendors, re-

AMER ICAN quired structures for sales
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Barker Named TAC of the Year

Carol Barker from the McK-
enzie Police Department was
recently selected as Tennessee’s
Terminal Agency Coordinator
(TAC) of the Year by the TBI
TAC User Group. McKenzie
Police Chief Ryan White sur-
prised Barker in Pigeon Forge
at the Tennessee Information
Enforcement System Confer-
ence and presented her with
the prestigious award.

Out of the hundreds of sher-
iff’s offices and municipal agen-
cies across the state of Tennes-
see, Barker, a 26-year member
of the McKenzie Police Depart-
ment, was chosen for the honor.

JayAnn Johnson breaks ground on her new home, ]01ned by Habitat for Humanity’s
Rhonda Walsh, Paula Atkins and Kassie Taylor. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Habitat Breaks Ground on
24th Carroll County Home

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS AN e A

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

MCcKENZIE — Habitat for
Humanity of Carroll County
broke ground on its 24th
home, which will be built
for longtime McKenzie res-
ident JayAnn Johnson, on
Sunday, March 15.

Johnson’s family mem-
bers, church family and
fellow Habitat volunteers
gathered at 817 Walnut Av-
enue, Johnson’s soon-to-be
new home address, for the
ceremony. Her new home
is next door to the Friendly
Church of God in Christ —
the church she has attended
for more than 40 years.

Johnson has been in-
volved with Habitat for the
past four years. During that
time, she volunteered on

I\ .
worie b
;‘_.?,_;__%

two Habitat homes in the
community while complet-
ing the program’s required
500 hours of sweat equi-
ty, homeowner education
classes and other program
requirements.

During the ceremony,
Johnson was presented with
a framed print of the home's
floor plan, which she helped
design. The presentation
moved her to tears. She
said she is especially excit-

ed about having a walk-in
closet in the new home.

“I'm so blessed,” said
Johnson. “Words cannot
express how I feel at this
moment.”

The groundbreaking con-
cluded with Johnson and
Habitat founder Paula At-
kins turning the first shovels
of dirt at the site.

Construction on John-
son’s home is expected to
take about 12 weeks, though

JayAnn Johnson (center) holds the framed floor
plan of her new home, with help from her cousin,
Reginald Johnson, and her son, Frederick Johnson.
Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

the timeline may vary de-
pending on weather and
volunteer availability. Vol-
unteers for the project are
expected to include stu-
dents from the Henry/Car-
roll Tennessee College of
Applied Technology as well
as members of the Hunting-
don Methodist men’s group.
Habitat leaders also encour-
aged additional community
volunteers to participate in
the build.

731-393-7044

BAPTIST OUTPATIENT
DIAGNOSTIC CENTER
205 Hospital Drive
McKenzie, TN 38201

B BAPTIST

baptistpink.org

Getting a mammogram should

be easy. And it is at Baptist.

Advanced breast health care is more convenient and
accessible than ever before in Carroll County. The Baptist
Outpatient Diagnostic Center in McKenzie and Baptist
Memorial Hospital-Carroll County in Huntingdon now
offer 3D mammography that can help detect breast
cancer earlier.

Don’t wait to get screened. Call us to schedule your next
mammogram today. No referral needed.

BAPTIST MEMORIAL HOSPITAL
CARROLL COUNTY

631 R.B. Wilson Drive
Huntingdon, TN 38344
731-986-7381

Connected
by Care
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Stevens Addresses Budget,
Proposed Bills at Capitol Talk

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

I[summers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (March
13) — John Stevens dis-
cussed the state budget and
provided an update on the
legislative session during
Friday morning’s Capitol
Talk at the Carroll County
Civic Center.

The event was the final
of three Capitol Talks host-
ed by the Carroll County
Chamber of Commerce.

Stevens, a Republican
from Huntingdon, rep-
resents Tennessee’s 24th
Senate District, which in-
cludes Benton, Carroll,
Gibson, Henry, Houston,
Obion, Stewart and Weakley
counties. Speaking to lo-
cal officials, business lead-
ers and residents, he said
lawmakers in Nashville are
entering one of the most
active phases of the session.

“We're hitting our stride
in the legislative session
right now,” Stevens said,
noting the Senate has be-
gun working with the House
on legislation.

Stevens also addressed
the state budget. The pro-
posed state budget totals
$57.9 billion this year,
which he said represents a
9.6 percent decrease from
the previous year.

Over recent years, the
state directed a significant
amount of one-time fund-
ing toward capital projects
and equipment, including
new Tennessee College of
Applied Technology facili-
ties, upgrades to state build-
ings, equipment purchases
for volunteer fire depart-
ments and rescue squads,
and funding support for
hospitals.

Several bills Stevens is
sponsoring were also dis-
cussed during the event.

One measure, Senate Bill
1958, would reverse a prior
law and require proof of in-
jury before certain lawsuits
could proceed. Stevens said
the bill is intended to shift
decision-making away from
litigation and back to the
legislative process.

“Tennessee law should
be decided through [legisla-
ture], not through lawsuits,”
Stevens said, adding that
the proposal would “restore
the balance of power”

Another proposal ad-
dresses funding challenges
for the Tennessee Wildlife
Resources Agency. Stevens
said lawmakers previous-
ly rejected a proposed fee
increase for the agency,
leaving uncertainty in its
long-term funding. His leg-
islation would redirect a
portion of the state’s share
of payments related to land

John Stevens. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

flooded by the Tennessee
Valley Authority to support
TWRA operations.

The state receives rough-
ly $200 million from TVA
related to flooded property,
which is used in part to re-
imburse local governments
for lost tax revenue. About
half of that funding goes to
local governments, and the
remainder to the state.

Stevens said his bill
would allocate a portion of
the state’s share to TWRA
because many of the agen-
cy’s managed lands are
located along those water-
ways. The proposal would
require redirecting about
$16 million annually from
the state budget.

Stevens is also sponsor-
ing legislation known as the
Chance Carlton Act, named
in honor of a Carroll County
lineman who died while
working in the line of duty
last April. The bill would
classify utility linemen as
first responders for the pur-
pose of state benefits.

If enacted, families of
linemen killed in the line
of duty would be eligible
for a $250,000 annuity paid
in equal installments over
five years.

Another bill Stevens de-
scribed would permanent-
ly extend a public records
exemption for the Univer-
sity of Tennessee related
to athletics operations. The
measure addresses issues
connected to name, image
and likeness agreements
and other contracts be-
tween the university and
outside partners.

Stevens said the exemp-
tion is meant to prevent
sensitive athletic strategy
or contractual negotiations
from becoming publicly ac-
cessible in a way that could
disadvantage the university

in competition with other
schools.

In recognition of the na-
tion’s upcoming 250th an-
niversary, Stevens said he is
also sponsoring legislation
that would allow certain
small fireworks products
to be sold in grocery and
convenience stores. The bill
would apply only to limit-
ed items such as sparklers
and small novelty devices,
while larger aerial fireworks
would continue to be sold
through existing seasonal
retailers.

Questions from local of-
ficials and business owners
also touched on legislation
related to local sales tax
distribution, education
freedom scholarships and
pharmacy regulations. Ste-
vens said some proposals
are still moving through
committees and could be
amended before final votes.

On a bill concerning
pharmacy benefit manag-
ers and retail pharmacy
ownership, Stevens said
he remains cautious about
government intervention in
business competition.

“I tend to be very uncom-
fortable being put in the
position of picking winners
and losers in the business
marketplace,” he said. “I
think my role in govern-
ment is to preserve com-
petition, not competitors.”

The Capitol Talk series
gives residents an oppor-
tunity to hear directly from
state lawmakers about leg-
islation and issues affecting
the region during the cur-
rent session of the Tennes-
see General Assembly.

Before Stevens’ address,
the Carroll County Cham-
ber of Commerce celebrat-
ed the ribbon-cutting of J]M
Well Service.

Huntingdon Town Council Meets March 17

Huntingdon Mayor and
Town Council convene
Tuesday, March 17, 5:15
p-m. at Huntingdon City
Hall. The following is the
agenda for the meeting.

A. Roll call, declaration of
quorum, and call to order.

B. Approval of council
minutes of the February 24,
2026 regular meeting and
February 24, 2026, Beer
Board meeting.

C. Approval of bills
and/or report of special
procurements

D. Grievances or peti-
tions from citizens

E. Communications from
the mayor

F. Committee reports

G. Unfinished Business

H. New Business

1. Public Hearing relating
to the proposed amend-
ment to the Zoning Map
to rezone a property (Tax
Map 63, Parcel 23.00 and
a portion of Crossroads
Church right-of-way lo-
cated directly between the
two sections of property
being annexed) located
at the Northeast corner
of Northwood Drive and
Crossroads Church Road.

2. Ordinance No. 655,
an ordinance amending
the Official Zoning Map of
Huntingdon, Tennessee,
by rezoning a property (Tax
Map 63, Parcel 23.00 and
a portion of Crossroads

Church right-of-way located
directly between the two
sections of property being
annexed) located at the
Northeast corner of North-
wood Drive and Crossroads
Church Road from R-1
(Low-Density Residential)
to R-2 (Medium-Density
Residential). The property
is owned by Ashlee Young
and it is proposed for devel-
opment by Jason Kirby and
Collin Miller. The property
comprises approximately
66.8 acres, second and final
reading.

3. Resolution No. 026-
01, a resolution to submit
the 2026 Local Parks and
Recreation Fund Grant
Application.

4. Resolution No. 026-02,
a resolution of the May-
or and Town Council of
the Town of Huntingdon,
Tennessee authorizing the
submission of an appli-
cation for FY2026 State
Community Development
Block Grant Funds.

5. Resolution No. 026-03,
aresolution to hire Admin-
istrative Services for the
2026 Community Devel-
opment Block Grant.

6. Resolution No. 026-04,
a resolution to hire Engi-
neering Services for the
2026 Community Devel-
opment Block Grant.

7. Consider entering into
an agreement with Com-

munity Development Part-
ners, LLC for administrative
consulting services for the
Tennessee Department of
Environment and Conser-
vation 2025 Local Parks and
Recreation Fund Grant.

8. Consider water bill ad-
justment for Tommy Foster.

9. Consider water bill ad-
justment for Bailey’s Elec-
trical Service.

10. Consider water bill
adjustment for D’Erra
Johnson.

11. Consider water bill
adjustment for Nancy
Fortner.

12. Consider water bill
adjustment for Thomas
Clark.

13. Consider Heritage
Festival date change to
3rd Saturday in Septem-
ber 2026.

I. Suspension of the rule
on agenda items

1. Ordinance no. 656,
an ordinance to amend
Title 18. Water & Sewers,
Chapter 2, Wastewater
Collection and Treatment
Systems of the Hunting-
don Municipal Code. as it
pertains to the provision
of Public Sewer Services
regarding Installation,
Maintenance, and Usage
of Grinder Pump Systems,
first reading.

J. Announcements or
remarks

K. Adjournment
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Trezevant IDB Takes Shape

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

TREZEVANT (March 12)
— Thursday night, the Town
of Trezevant hosted a pub-
lic meeting for those inter-
ested in joining the town’s
Industrial Development
Board (IDB). By the end of
the night, nine individuals
signed up to be considered
for the board. Interested
individuals may still sign
up to join the board for a
limited time.

Approximately 15 people
attended Thursday’s meet-
ing to hear about IDB mem-
bers’ responsibilities.

Town Attorney Char-
lie Trotter explained that
Trezevant's IDB, incorpo-
rated in 2014, was started
to bring a dollar store to the
town. Over the years, it has
become dormant, with all
member terms expired.

The IDB requires at least
seven members and a max-
imum of ten members ap-
pointed by the Trezevant
Mayor and Board of Alder-
men. Once appointed, the
members will serve for stag-
gered terms — two, four and
six years — with the option
to be reappointed.

Members do not have
to live in Trezevant, pay
Trezevant taxes or be a
qualified voter in Trezevant.

The Trezevant IDB'’s job
is to promote industry,
trade, commerce, tourism
and recreation, agriculture,
housing and construction in
the town of Trezevant.

Trotter stressed that IDB
members will have to fol-
low the Open Meetings Act
and properly advertise their
meetings to the public be-
fore making any IDB-related
decisions.

Trotter said the ideal IDB
candidates will have back-
grounds in management,
finance, land acquisition or
business ownership. They
will also have thick skin, as
meetings are open to the
public.

Trotter urged interested
parties to write their names
on a sign-up sheet before
leaving Thursday’s meeting.
Nine individuals expressed
interest, giving the Mayor
and Board of Aldermen
their phone numbers and
email addresses.

Next, Mayor Bobby Blay-
lock and the board will
individually interview the
interested parties before

announcing a decision at
April's town meeting. Once
chosen, the IDB board
members will undergo an
orientation process led by
the University of Tennes-
see’s Municipal Technical
Advisory Service (MTAS)
before having their first of-
ficial meeting.

In January, Trotter
stressed the need for a ful-
ly-functional IDB to decide
what happens to the former
Hillsman property, which
is located adjacent to Pat’s
Restaurant on Highway 79.
The disbanded IDB owns
the property.

Several parties have
shown interest in the Hills-
man property, which is
zoned as an R1 (residential)
property. Phil Colwell wants
to purchase the property
and build a family-owned
discount store, but he wish-
es to transfer the property
to B1 (commercial) zoning
before making a purchase.

Any rezoning must go
through the Planning Com-
mission first and then the
Board of Zoning Appeals.
From there, the IDB may
decide what to do with the

property.

Stevens Confident School
Sales Tax Bill Will Pass

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (March
13) — State Sen. John Ste-
vens said he is confident
legislation aimed at protect-
ing Carroll County school
districts’ share of local sales
tax revenue will advance
during the current legislative
session.

Stevens discussed the
proposal during Friday
morning’s Capitol Talk, out-
lining the purpose of Ten-
nessee Senate Bill 2188 and
a planned amendment that
would adjust how enroll-
ment is calculated when
dividing the state share of
local option sales tax reve-
nue among school systems.

The issue was first raised
by school leaders in Carroll
County, who warned that re-
cent changes in enrollment
could affect how local sales
tax funds are distributed.
Stevens said he has been
working with local legisla-
tors, including state repre-
sentatives Tandy Darby and
Brock Martin, along with
the Tennessee Department
of Education and legislative
attorneys, to craft language
addressing the problem.

The proposed amend-
ment would require that
only students who live with-
in a district or county be
counted when calculating
enrollment totals used in the
formula for distributing the
state share of local sales tax.
Students enrolled in virtual

programs would not be in-
cluded in that count.

Stevens said the change
would bring the distribution
method closer to the system
previously used.

Concerns about the for-
mula arose following the
launch of a statewide vir-
tual program operated by
the South Carroll Special
School District through the
Clarksburg Virtual Acade-
my. Because the program
enrolls students from across
Tennessee, students are
added to South Carroll’s to-
tal enrollment even though
they do not live in Carroll
County.

Local sales tax revenue
in Carroll County is divided
among districts based on
average daily enrollment. As
the virtual school’s statewide
enrollment increases, the
district’s share of the coun-
ty’s sales tax revenue also
rises.

School leaders across the
county have warned that
the situation could reduce
funding for their districts.

The McKenzie Spe-
cial School District could
face an estimated loss of
about $126,000. Director of
Schools Dr. Justin Barden
said the increase in South
Carroll’s virtual enrollment
could shift a larger portion
of county sales tax revenue
away from local districts.

Similar concerns were
raised by Dr. Jonathan Kee,
director of the Huntingdon
Special School District, who

said his district could lose at
least $125,000 if no legisla-
tive action is taken.

Preston Caldwell, director
of the West Carroll Special
School District, said earlier
this month the district could
lose up to $67,000 if the for-
mula remains unchanged.

“The main issue is wheth-
er it's appropriate for Carroll
County sales tax dollars to
educate students who do
not live here, whose parents
do not work here, and who
do not spend their money
here,” Kee said in February.

Stevens said lawmakers
considered a proposal that
would have required sales
tax revenue to be collected
from each virtual student’s
home county. However, he
said such a plan would likely
fail because it would affect
multiple counties across the
state.

“That would kill the bill
because, obviously, other
counties and other mem-
bers who would lose their
money would kill the bill
Stevens said, describing the
idea as a “poison pill” for the
legislation.

Instead, the amendment
was written so that the legis-
lation applies only to Carroll
County and does not alter
funding formulas elsewhere
in Tennessee.

The bill has been placed
on the Senate Education
Committee calendar as
lawmakers continue work
on the measure during the
current legislative session.

Water

...From Front Page

In other business, the
Council approved Reso-
lution # 26-003 allowing
for the City of McKenzie to
apply for a Local Park and
Recreation Fund (LPRF)
grant. The grant would be
in the amount not to ex-
ceed $400,000 to implement
lighting and work on the

walking track at Mulberry
Park.

The LPRF grant would be
in the amount of $300,000
(75%), with $200,000 (20%)
from Tennessee Economic
Development and Com-
munity Development’s GO
Fund. The City of McKenzie
would then be obligated to
a $20,000 (5%) local match.

If approved, this would
accelerate the Mulberry Park
Soccer Complex phases.

Lastly, the approval re-
garding TDOT Miscella-
neous Safety Improvements
and J-Turn Intersection
plans regarding SR124 to
SR-423 was tabled. Coun-
cil members wanted more
details as to the locations
of the J-Turns, as there
was some confusion in the
wording of the resolution.

The next regular meeting
of the McKenzie City Coun-
cil is April 9 at 6 p.m.

AEDs

...From Front Page

AEDs significantly increas-
es the chances of survival
when cardiac arrest occurs.
Opioid overdoses frequently
lead to respiratory and car-
diac complications, making
rapid intervention critical.

Chief Marcus Hopper of
the Gleason Police Depart-
ment was one of the leading
advocates for the initiative
and emphasized the im-
portance of collaboration
across agencies to bring the
program to life.

“This effort represents
what can happen when de-
partments across a county
work together with a shared
mission of protecting our

communities,” said Chief
Hopper. “By partnering
with county leadership and
neighboring agencies, we
were able to secure the re-
sources needed to equip
our officers with life-saving
AEDs. This collaborative
approach ensures that no
matter where an emergency
happens in Weakley Coun-
ty, our officers are better
prepared to respond and
save lives”

Chief Gary Eddings of the
Sharon Police Department
also played a key role in
advancing the project and
highlighted the impact the
equipment will have for of-
ficers in the field.

“Our officers are often the
first to arrive when some-
one is experiencing a medi-
cal emergency or overdose,’

said Chief Eddings. “Having
AEDs available empowers
our team with the tools they
need to take immediate ac-
tion. This equipment gives
our officers the ability to
provide critical care in those
first few moments when
every second counts”

The AED deployment
represents a proactive step
in addressing the ongoing
opioid crisis while strength-
ening emergency response
capabilities throughout the
county.

By equipping officers
with advanced life-saving
technology, Weakley Coun-
ty law enforcement agen-
cies are reinforcing their
commitment to protecting
the health and safety of the
communities they serve.

Webb School alumni Ike Gilbert and Neal Williamson speak to Gleason students.
Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Webb
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Given the opportunity to
ask questions, one student

asked if Black and White
kids could be friends before
integration.

“A friend is a friend,” Gil-
bert said. “Just because we
couldn’t go to school to-
gether didn’t make us not

friends”

In the museum room, stu-
dents were especially excit-
ed to see the old technolo-
gy on display but also took
special interest in the many
school pictures on the walls.

State

...From Front Page

the edge of our seats for
four days straight.
The Huntingdon High

School Fillies took down
the Smith County Lady
Owls, the Gatlinburg-Pitt-
man Lady Highlanders and
the York Institute Dragon-
ettes to take the title. A
large contingent of Blue
and Gold faithful packed
the Glass House, showing

their support for the Fil-
lies. As the Fillies made
their way back home, they
were welcomed to a proud
hometown and wasted no
time bringing the gold ball
to its rightful home at their
alma mater.

Radio

...From Front Page

state agencies, are joining
the TCAN system.

TACN is a statewide ra-
dio system that provides
communication connectiv-
ity infrastructure for local,
state, and federal first re-
sponders. With TACN, first
responders, including law
enforcement, fire, EMS, and
healthcare providers, have
reliable communications
capabilities for daily opera-
tions and the ability to talk
to each other to coordinate
at the local, regional, and
statewide level to respond
in the event of an emergen-
cy or disaster.

TACN is made up of mo-
bile and fixed radio trans-
mission sites across the
state so that, from Tennes-
see’s urban to most rural
areas, first responders will
have consistent communi-
cation coverage. No mat-
ter where you are in Ten-
nessee, even when other
means of communication
fail, TACN offers seamless
communication for our
partners. TACN has built-
in redundancy to ensure
the network will still offer
statewide coverage in the
event any location becomes
inoperable after a natural or
man-made disaster.

Other items on the agen-
da were:

Resolution 3-01-2026
adding Ewe Lane (0.2

miles) to the Carroll County
Highway Road System.

Resolution 3-02-2026 au-
thorized the submission
of an application for Fis-
cal Year 2026 Community
Development Block Grant
Funds in an amount not to
exceed $1 million.

Resolution 3-03-2026 re-
appointed Renee Ford and
appointed Daniel Hollowell
to the Carroll County Indi-
gent Care Board.

Resolution 3-04-2026
reappointed Casey Dre-
wry and Bradley C. Smith,
and appointed Louanne
Blakketter, Hal Eason,
and Vicki Williams to the
Carroll County Board of
Equalization.

Resolution 3-05-2026 im-
plemented a purchasing
card program for the Car-
roll County Finance Office
and Carroll County Fire
Department.

Resolution 3-06-2026 au-
thorized the county mayor
to sign a project proposal
with the Tennessee Depart-
ment of Transportation.
The project described is
“from near Old Loop 22/
Thorne Lane to South of
SR-124 Old McKenzie Road
Route: SR-22” for improve-
ments to

State Route 22, includ-
ing miscellaneous safety
improvements and a J-turn
intersection, with the proj-
ect being federally funded
through the Highway Safety
Improvement Program, and
designated as State Project
No. 09006-2219-94.

Resolution 3-07-2026

amended the General Fund
Budget for the Health De-
partment for funds to add a
new clerical position to the
Carroll County Health De-
partment. The funds for the
positions will be fully reim-
bursed by the State of Ten-
nessee to Carroll County.

Resolution 3-09-2026
amended the General Fund
Budget for the Library to
cover overages in a technol-
ogy contract.

Resolution 3-10-2026
amended the Grant Fund
Budget to account for an
increase in State funds to
the Office on Aging ($8,857)
and a security grant for
Carroll Academy ($121) to
purchase a camera for a
transportation van.

Resolution 3-11-2026
amended the Drug Fund
Budget to account for
overtime.

Resolution 3-12-2026
amended the General Pur-
pose School Fund Budget
by $19,653 from the fund
balance.

The following were elect-
ed notaries: Daniel Brock,
Michael Lynn Creasy,
Courtney Crocker, Kathy
Howell, Heather Leach,
Matthew M. Maddox, Abi-
gail Mortez, Alesia Osborn,
Fran R. Ridley, Brian Shan-
non Shaw, Cheryl L. Shultz,
Cassie Lynn Townsend, and
Brian Winston.

The next regular meeting
of the Carroll County Com-
mission is on April 13 at 7
p.m. at the Carroll County
Government Complex.

Trezevant

...From Front Page

and sales windows around
holidays such as the Fourth
of July and New Year’s Eve.
It also introduced a win-
dow during which residents
may be allowed to light
fireworks.

Board members clarified
that fireworks sales must
be conducted from station-
ary structures or approved
tents, with specific safety
measures including hand-
rails, multiple entrances
and designated parking.

Mobile sales from trucks
or trailers moving between
locations are prohibited.

Enforcement measures
were reviewed, and the
board agreed to set a uni-
form fine of $50 for vio-
lations, emphasizing both
safety and fairness. Alder-
man Dan Dieringer reluc-
tantly agreed to the $50
fine, though he had sug-
gested raising it to $1,000
per violation.

Members also discussed
how the ordinance might
generate limited revenue
for the city while ensuring
fireworks displays are con-

trolled and lawful.

The board passed the
proposed fireworks ordi-
nance with a uniform fine
of $50 for violations.

“We’re back in the fire-
works business,” said
Trezevant Mayor Bobby
Blaylock.

Town attorney Charlie
Trotter informed board
members about the option
to combine the Board of
Zoning Appeals and the
Planning Commission,
though no formal action
was taken during the
meeting.

The Board of Zoning Ap-
peals requires a minimum
of three board members.
The Planning Commission
requires a minimum of five
members.

The board further dis-
cussed the purpose of an
Industrial Development
Board (IDB), which would
work with the Board of Zon-
ing Appeals and Planning
Commission in an effort to
bring new businesses and
industries into the town.
The IDB conversation took
a great deal of time, with
Trotter and Alderman Don
Barger growing increasingly
irritated with each other.
Finally, it was decided to

continue the IDB conver-
sation on Thursday night,
during the IDB-specific
public meeting.

Trezevant resident Terry
Schall shared her research
on grants with the board,
noting that Trezevant qual-
ifies for rural development
grants under the American
Rescue Plan, which could
help fund upgrades to the
city’s aging water system.

Resident Samantha Cash
raised concerns about an
incident with Eric Grimes,
who checks the town’s
water meters. Cash said
Grimes yelled and used
foul language while she
and her young child were
in their yard, describing
the interaction as fright-
ening and unprofessional.
Grimes apologized, attrib-
uting his behavior to a bad
day and a misperception
of the dog’s size and tem-
perament. Board members
acknowledged both sides,
noting the dog was large
but that the situation had
caused unnecessary alarm.

The board met again
Thursday, March 12, in
a special-called meeting
to discuss the IDB and its
membership requirements.
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Things In My Head with Charles Manfredi
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THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON

The Cost of a New Life

Have you ever noticed
how hard it is to change?
Strangely enough, even pos-
itive change is hard!

What's interesting to me is
to try and identify what the
trigger(s) was that caused
someone to answer the call
to change. Here are some
common triggers:

« The birth of a child might
be a wakeup call

« Ironically, losing a job
can be a call to change

« Being sick and tired of
being sick and tired can
cause people to change.

» New opportunities can
beckon someone to change

What about you? Have you
ever had a call to change?

» Maybe opportunity
knocking on your door

« Or God knocking on the
door of your heart

« A call that would require
you to overhaul your life

« A realization that if some-
thing doesn't change, you are
going to lose yourself

Sometimes the call to
change involves:

o Leaving an abusive
relationship

» Walking away from the
devastation caused by a life
of dependency on alcohol or
other drugs

o Deserting the dead-end
road of a life of crime

o Turning from an unin-
spired life

 Putting a vacancy sign
on the doorknob of a pur-
poseless life

Like a SPAM call on your

cellphone, the call to change
often shows up unexpectedly.

No doubt God's call to
Abram (before his name was
changed to Abraham) was
as big a surprise as was the
announcement decades later
that he would be a father at
the age of 100. God said to
him, “Go from your country,
your people and your father's
household to the land I will
show you.

Think about what it cost
Abram to answer God’s call.
He gave up his friends, left
behind his family, all those
things that were familiar to
him—he walked away from
it all.

In the field of addiction re-
covery there’s a phrase that’s
often echoed, “If you're going
to stay clean and sober you
have to change people, plac-
es and things.” That's exactly
what God asked Abram to
do.

As Elijah approached the
end of his life, God sent him
to find his successor. Elisha
was the chosen one.

Elijah came to Elisha while
he was plowing in his field.
Elijah walked across the
freshly plowed ground and
made clear the purpose of his
visit with Elisha. It was a call
to follow; a call to apprentice
with Elijah for the purpose of
being his replacement when
God took him home.

But it would require Elisha
to make a hard perpendic-
ular turn on his life's path.
Everything about it would

be unfamiliar. The journey
would be filled with ques-
tions and unknowns.

When Elisha determined
he would answer positively
the call to change, he decid-
ed to make sure he wouldn't
be tempted to return to his
old life. He slaughtered his
oxen that he'd been plowing
with and then burned the
plow. He effectively closed
the door behind him as he
opened the door in front of
him. It's an amazing demon-
stration of the cost of living a
new life.

Peter and his brother An-
drew, and James and his
brother John had a success-
ful fishing business. Work-
ing in the harsh elements
of nature was their norm.
Laboring with their hands
was all they knew. But when
they met Jesus and he called
them to follow him “they
pulled their boat up on shore,
left everything and followed
him.” What a bold move!

They didn't tie their boats
to a pier so that could return
to them just in case things
didn't work out. They pulled
them on shore, symbolically
saying, “We're done with that
old life”

One of my abiding beliefs
is that change is possible—
for everyone!

If you're in a place that
you believe you need to es-
cape, be bold. Step out on the
gangplank of uncertainty and
walk toward the unknown.

Remember, nothing
changes if nothing changes.

* Taken from The Wit and
Wisdom of David Johnson,
Volume I1I: A Harrowing Hal-
loween Tale

LIFELINE Launches Donor Prometion

JACKSON — LIFELINE
is excited to partner with
Bob’s House of Honda once
again for an exciting spring
promotion and give donors
the chance to win a “MZ
Magnum” Bad Boy Mower.

Starting March 16, all el-
igible donors aged 18 and
older will be entered into
the drawing for a chance
to win this powerful and
efficient zero-turn mow-
er. The MZ Magnum Bad
Boy Mower, generously
donated by Bob’s House
of Honda of Jackson, TN,
is known for its top-notch
performance and durabil-
ity, making yard mainte-
nance a breeze.

To participate in this ex-
citing promotion, donors
simply need to visit any
LIFELINE Blood Services
donation center (Jackson,
Dyersburg, or Paris) or
bloodmobile and make a
life-saving donation. Each
donation not only contrib-
utes to the well-being of
local patients in need, but
also enters the donor into
the drawing for the chance
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to win the MZ Magnum
Bad Boy Mower.

The entry deadline is
April 11, 2026, and the
lucky winner will be an-
nounced on April 13, 2026.
LIFELINE Blood Services
encourages everyone to
roll up their sleeves, give
the gift of life, and seize
the opportunity to win this
fantastic prize.

“This spring promotion
has been very popular with
our donors the past two
years and we are incredibly
grateful for the ongoing
support of Bob’s House
of Honda in making this
promotion possible once
again,” said Melinda Reid,
Marketing Manager at
LIFELINE Blood Services.
“This collaboration allows
us to engage our communi-
ties in a fun and rewarding
way while emphasizing the
importance of blood dona-
tion. Every donation truly
makes a difference!”

“We value this partner-
ship with LIFELINE Blood
Services. It's important to
us to support LIFELINE'’s
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lifesaving mission while
providing a unique oppor-
tunity for donors to win a
fantastic prize,” said Bob
Beasley, Jr. — Bob’s House
of Honda.

Lifeline Blood Services is
one of the nation’s oldest
blood centers. Established
in Jackson, Tennessee in
1947, Lifeline provides
blood products to Ten-
nessee, Mississippi, and
Arkansas. Servicing hos-
pitals, rehabilitation cen-
ters, children’s hospital,
cancer centers, air ambu-
lance services and ground
ambulance services. Annu-
ally, the Center collects ap-
proximately 26,000 blood
products (red cell units,
platelets, plasma, etc.) to
meet the needs of patients.
Of that total, 75% of those
products are usually col-
lected on bloodmobiles.
Lifeline also provides refer-
ence lab and cross-match-
ing services to healthcare
facilities. For more infor-
mation, visit lifelineblood-
Serv.org.

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

The Art Of Hunkering Down

A lot of folks “Hunker
Down with Kes” every
week and don’t completely
understand what is going
on. Many believe they are
cheering for the Georgia
Bulldogs. Some have the
notion we're hiding behind
a log, hoping our first ex-
wife will pass by without
spotting us.

A few believe I'm fixing
to say something that will
cause a storm, and we've
got to prepare to ride it
out. Or I want you to “hold
firm” on some opinion I'm
espousing that might go
against the mainstream. It
might be so embarrassing
to get caught reading one
of my yarns, you need a
“low profile” stance to get
the job done.

Or, quite possibly, you
wisely realize if one of
my stories is so bad that
some offended party starts
shooting, you will make a
smaller target.

None of the above are
correct. Except, maybe, the
last two if my storytelling
doesn’t pick up a bit.

I'was introduced to hun-
kering at the small country
store in Revilo. Every farm-
er in that part of Lawrence
County would bring their
cotton to the gin which
was just across the Stead-
man Ridge Road. And they
gathered at the store for a
cold Pepsi, a can of King
Oscar mustard sardines,
and the local news.

Seating on the small
store front was limited and
the tree in the yard offered
shade with a much better
breeze. The men gravitat-
ed to it as if by magic and
simply bent their knees
and ankles and lowered
their body straight down
till their backside was rest-
ing on their heels.

Just as soon as they got
comfortable, the storytell-
ing started. There didn't
seem to be any order, if
you had a good tale, you
jumped in at the first
pause. I was five years
old, visiting Uncle Clifford,

and I tried to hunker down
just like them because this
confab seemed too good
to miss.

It was like a revolving
picture show where you
got to supply your own
images. Time absolutely
stood still. Nobody was in
a hurry. And the stories
flowed as if choreographed
by divine appointment.

I didn’t understand at
the time, but it became ob-
vious over the years with
this positional arrange-
ment no one was elevated
above anyone else. And
everyone had an equal
opportunity to be a part
of the get-together. I never
forgot how natural, easy
going, and friendly the en-
tire setting seemed to per-
meate around and through
the group.

If only the whole world
could learn how to hunker
down properly....

Now, I am not saying
all the stories were equal.
Not by a long sight. Some
could grab your attention
right off. Others had a
slow build. Some let you
wonder what direction the
story was headed next, and
most always had an in-
triguing middle, usually
with a surprise, or twist at
the end.

The best story I heard
that day was the one about
the two brothers who hid
in the attic of the Sec-
ond Pentecostal Holiness
Church during the Sunday
night service. Just when the
preacher got to shouting,
“hell is real and eternity is
near,’ those boys pulled a
log chain across the rafters.
Folks were repenting and
diving out windows at the
same time....

The guy next to Uncle
Clifford asked if anyone
knew how Revilo got its
name, and leaped into his
monologue before they
could answer. At this very
store years ago, as his story
unwound, an earlier group
of farmers hunkered down
and peered over to where

OPINION

the beginnings of a rural
country school were be-
ing laid out. The question
of a name for the school
came up.

Some silence followed.
Until one of the fellows
spotted an old green Oli-
ver double shovel turning
plow sitting in the field
next to the store. He sug-
gested they “turn” the
name Oliver around back-
wards to Revilo. It stuck.
For the school, the gin, and
the store. Sadly, the name
has outlived all three of
them.

But the Revilo commu-
nity lives on in so many
hearts and minds!

I grew up with countless
hunker down sessions just
like the one at the store.
Maybe the names were dif-
ferent. But the John Deere
hats, Liberty bib overalls,
Camel cigarettes, and en-
tertaining stories remain
constant. The chewing to-
bacco did evolve with the
years. In the early days it
was Warren County Twist
or Brown Mule. Later, it
was mostly Red Man or
Beech-Nut.

There was an art to drop
that Beech-Nut between
your legs, without hitting
your Acme cowboy boots.
And a good story teller
learned to punctuate cer-
tain key moments in the
story with a pause, to spit.

I've seen Womack Ros-
son, if the story was a rip
roaring good one, let his
Camel burn right down to
his fingers. Now folks, that
is some more storytelling!

And there is an art to
it. But without a good au-
dience to help him out, it
doesn’t amount to a hill
of beans.

I hope that every once
in a blue moon, I hit upon
a subject that might live
on in your hearts and
minds....

Respectfully,
Kes
kesley45@aol.com

Inglenook Book Club Meets

McKENZIE — The In-
glenook Book Club met
on March 11 at 3 p.m. at
Lakeside in McKenzie.
The meeting was called
to order by President Gail
Mack, who welcomed
everyone present. She
thanked hostesses Donna
Ward and herself for serv-
ing chicken salad sand-
wiches, granola bars, as-
sorted nuts, and beverages.
All recited the Pledge of
Allegiance, Club Aim, and
Motto. Happy Birthday was
sung to our March birth-
day ladies - Jean McKin-
nie, Suzanne Howell, and
Genia Sherwood. Thirteen
ladies answered the roll
call, followed by the read-
ing of the February min-
utes. Donna Ward gave the
Treasurer’s report. Both
readings of the minutes
and the Treasurer’s report
were approved as read.

Committee reports were
given, prayers continued
for some members, and
cards were sent. Thank
you to Jean for calling ev-
eryone about the meet-
ing. The membership chair
shared that we have a new
member, Sherrie Priestley.

In old business, mention
of the sign at the McKenzie
Banking sign thanking us
for our donations to the
MES. There was no new
business, so Pedie Peders-
en presented her program
on the children’s poem
writer, and the writer of
the “Morning Has Bro-
ken” original poem that
Cat Stephen’s made into a
world-known song, Elea-
nor Farjeon.

Book passing followed
with the next book passing
date being March 25. Many
thanks for the individual
food snacks donated today

for the school. Next month,
members are to bring as-
sorted school supplies. An-
nouncements were: next
meeting on April 8 at 3 p.m.
at Lakeside in McKenzie.
Hostesses are Gail Mack
and Donna Ward and the
program is by Beverly Muel-
ler. She will have a guest
speaker as she will not be
in attendance. The bene-
diction was recited by all,
and the meeting adjourned.

Members present were:
Peggy Chappell, Jean Hol-
lomon, Suzanne Howell,
Geneva Johnson, Gail Mack,
Beverly Mueller, Mary New-
man, Pedie Pedersen, Su-
zanne Russell, Myra Sasser,
Genia Sherwood, Donna
Ward, and new member
Sherrie Priestley.

Respectfully submitted
by Recording Secretary,
Beverly Mueller.

West Carroll Students Attend UTM Art Day

On March 6, 2026, West
Carroll High School Ad-
vanced Art students trav-
eled to the University of
Tennessee at Martin to par-
ticipate in the UTM College
Art Day. This is an event
that brings together talented
students from across the re-
gion to share their creative
works and develop their
artistic skills.

The College Art Day
provided students with an
opportunity to enter their
artwork into a juried art
show, take various hands-
on art classes and connect
with other art students from
the West Tennessee area.
Throughout the day, West
Carroll students chose to
explore classes in figure
drawing, sculpture, print-

making and theatre, where
they learned from instruc-
tors and experienced what
college-level art courses can
offer.

In addition to the fun
experience, West Carroll
students brought home two
awards, including an honor-
able mention in Sculpture
and third place in Mixed
Media.

Li. BRITTANY WASHBURN MARTIN JOEL WASHBURN JANNA PRATT BRAD SAM
L&  Publisher  Graphic Designer « Editor Publisher Emeritus  Editor « News & Sports  Graphic Designer « Circulation News & Sports
< brittany@mckenziebanner.com washburn@mckenziebanner.com design@mckenziebanner.com  brad@mckenziebanner.com
= JASON R. MARTIN TERESA WASHBURN BILLY FUZZELL LYNDSEY SUMMERS
VJ Editor « News & Sports « TCP Print Shop  Office Manager « Accounting Distribution « TCP Print Shop Graphic Designer « News
o jmartin@mckenziebanner.com teresa@mckenziebanner.com printing@tricopub.com lyndsey@mckenziebanner.com
== ADVERTISING Call 731.352.3323 - Cell 731.393.3548 « E-mail sales@mckenziebanner.com | SUBMIT NEWS E-mail banner@mckenziebanner.com
° Honorary (Former) Staff LINDA BOLTON Associate Editor Emerita RAMONA WASHBURN Publisher, 1985-2015
SUPPORT LOCAL LOCAL corron, Henry & Weakley Counties ELSEWHERE outside the Local Area ANYWHERE in the worla. sc:;‘wmc:;
JOURNALISM  pRiT + ONLINE (6 Months)............ $25  PRINT + ONLINE (6 Months)............. $28  ONLINE ONLY (1 Year)......oocomom.. 95 pENET
Your support makes the work
we do possible. Thank you!  PRINT + ONLINE (7 Year)...........cco...... $39  PRINT + ONLINE (7 Year).........cccoon..... 48  ONLINE ONLY (1Month)..........oooocccccee % @

United States Constitution Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom

BILL OF RIGHTS: AMENDMENT | of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.



OBITUARIES - CALENDAR

MICHAEL BEASLEY
1970 — 2026

McKENZIE — Funeral
Services for Michael Bea-
sley are on Wednesday,
March 18, 2026, at 1 p.m.
at the First Cumberland
Presbyterian Church in
McKenzie. The family
will receive friends at the
church on Tuesday, March
17, 2026, from 5-8 p.m. and
on Wednesday, 11 a.m. un-
til service time. Interment
will follow at New Valley
Cemetery, Gleason.

Mr. Beasley, 55, died at
Tri Star Centennial Med-
ical Center on Sunday,
March 15, 2026. He is a
retired Manager for Rural
King and Park Director for
the City of McKenzie, a
member of First Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
McKenzie, and a graduate
of Gleason High School
Class of 1988. He was born
on May 9, 1970, in Paris,
Tenn., to William H. “Bill”
and Maudell Byrd Beasley.

He is survived by his wife,
Jennifer Neisler Beasley of
McKenzie; his daughter, So-
phie Lynn Beasley of McK-
enzie; his two sons, Colton
Michael (Isabella) Beasley
of Big Sandy and Will Mi-
chael Beasley of McKenzie;
his sister, Janice (Reggie)
Wiggins of McKenzie; three
brothers, Tom (Peggy) Bea-
sley of Paris, Dennis Beasley
of McKenzie and John (Dar-
la) Beasley of Gleason; and
one grandson, William Scott
(Bo) Beasley.

If you require additional
assistance, please contact
Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home at 731-352-
4848 or visit our website
at brummittmckenziefu-
neralhome.com. +

DAVID DEAN
VERDELL
1962 — 2026

GLEASON — Services
for David Dean Verdell,

63, of Gleason, are on
Wednesday, March 18,
2026, at 1 p.m. at Glea-
son First Baptist Church.
Burial will follow in Beech
Springs Cemetery.

Visitation will be on
Tuesday from 4-7 p.m.
at Gleason First Baptist
Church. It will resume on
Wednesday at 11 a.m. and
go until the time of his fu-
neral service.

Mr. Verdell is survived
by his wife, Kim Verdell
of Gleason. He is also sur-
vived by two children, Jus-
tin (Elisha) Taylor of Ben-
ton, Ky., and Kayla (Will)
Little of McKenzie. He
leaves behind his mother,
Jane Verdell, and his sister,
Dana Jowers, both of Glea-
son. Mr. Verdell also leaves
behind five grandchildren.
He was preceded in death
by his father, Ray Dean
Verdell.

Williams Funeral Home
of Gleason.

RAY McCORMICK
1934 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mr.
Ray McCormick, 91, of
Huntingdon, died on
March 13, 2026. Funeral
services were on Monday,
March 16, 2026, at Hunting-
don First United Methodist
Church. Interment was at
Carroll Memorial Gardens.
Ray was born on June 3,
1934, to the late William
Clyde McCormick and Mil-
dred Aden McCormick.

He was also preceded
in death by his beloved
wife, Carol McCormick;
one grandson, Will Fisher;
his brother, Jack McCor-
mick; his sisters, Mildred
Louise McCormick Moze-
na and Nancy McCormick
Calcagno.

He is survived by four
daughters, Vicki (Gary)
Cannizzo of Nashville, Su-
san Fisher of Huntingdon,
Jan (Gerald) Scarbrough
of Huntingdon, and Shel-
ley Gurley of Huntingdon;
a sister-in-law, Marilyn
McCormick; ten grand-
children Erich Moody,
Matt (Kelly) Moody, Me-
gan Moody, Lindsey (Jus-
tin) Johnson, Courtney
(Matt) Cole, Dylan Gur-
ley, Brinn (Austin) Avery,
Heather (Kevin Wilkes)
Gurley, Brandon (Jessi-
ca) McCormick and Loren
(Dusty) Hatfield; twelve
great-grandchildren; one
great-great-grandson; nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews; and his beloved dog
Beau.
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Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

WAYNE DRINKARD
1959 — 2026

BRUCETON — Mr.
Wayne Drinkard, 66, of
Bruceton, died Sunday,
March 8, 2026, at his home.

Funeral services were on
Thursday, March 12, 2026,
at 1 p.m. in the Chapel of
Chase Funeral Home with
Bro. Bud Ricketts officiat-
ing. Interment followed in
Hebron Cemetery.

Mr. Drinkard was born
August 17, 1959, in Hunting-
don, to the late Malcolm
Welton and Pauline
Drinkard. He was a laborer
for Midway Concrete. He
was preceded in death by
his wife, Charlotte Marie
Drinkard; a brother, Jerry
Drinkard; and two nieces,
Laycee Williams and Jeci
Drinkard.

He is survived by two
sisters, Karen Williams, of
Milan, and Paula Green of
Lexington; and two broth-
ers, Johnny Drinkard (Pen-
ny) of Cedar Grove, and
Henry Drinkard (Deanna)
of Huntingdon.

LARRY DALE
WILSON
1944 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mr.
Larry Dale Wilson, 81, of
Huntingdon, died Tues-
day, March 10, 2026, at
his home.

Funeral services were
on Friday, March 13,
2026, in the Chapel of Dil-
day-Carter Funeral Home.
Interment was in Bethel
Cemetery.

Larry was born July 3,
1944, in Huntingdon, to
the late Roy and Martha
Wilson. In addition to his
parents, he is preceded
in death by one brother,
Bruce Wilson; and one
great-granddaughter, Katie
Claire McMinn.

He is survived by his wife,
Pauline Wilson of Hunting-
don; two daughters, Kendra
(Randy) Carter of Hunting-
don, and Glenda (Jason)
Hicks of Huntingdon; one
son, Donald (Tanya) Wilson
of Huntingdon; one sister,
Jennie Weaver of McKenzie;
eight grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home, Huntingdon.
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Frosted

Carrot Cake

1 cup firmly packed
brown sugar

2 eggs

3/4 cup buttermilk

1 (8 0z.) can crushed
pineapple, drained

2 cups grated carrots

1/3 cup raisins

3 tablespoons vegetable
oil

2 teaspoons vanilla
extract

1 1/2 cups all purpose
flour

2/3 cup wheat flour

2 teaspoons baking soda

2 teaspoons cinnamon

1/4 teaspoon salt

Vegetable cooking spray

Combine first 8 ingre-
dients in a large bowl; stir
well. Combine flours and
next 3 ingredients: stir
into brown sugar mixture.
Pour into 9x13 pan coat-
ed with cooking spray.
Bake at 350 degrees for
30 minutes. Let cool com-
pletely. Spread with frost-
ing. Cover and chill. Cut
into squares.

Orange Cream Cheese
Frosting

1/2 cup cottage cheese

1 (8 oz.) cream cheese,
softened

2 teaspoon vanilla

1 teaspoon ground grat-
ed orange peel

1 cup sifted powdered
sugar

1 teaspoon orange
flavoring

Bg_"TMa/ Washbutue

Process cottage cheese
in a food processor un-
til smooth. Add cream
cheese, orange rind, va-
nilla and orange flavoring.
Process until smooth. Add
powdered sugar. Stir un-
til smooth. Spread evenly
over cake.

Beef Cheese Ball

3 (8 0z.) cream cheese
softened

4 or 5 green onions,
chopped

2 (2 1/2 oz.) Armour
Dried beef

1 tablespoon Accent

2 tablespoons Worces-
tershire sauce

Mix all ingredients to-
gether. Shape into rolls.
Sprinkle with paprika.
Chill. Serve with wheat
thins.

Frozen Strawberry

Margarita Pie

1 1/2 cup finely crushed
pretzels, divided

1/4 cup sugar

1/2 cup margarine,
melted

1 can strawberry fruit
filling

1/2 to 2/3 cup thawed
frozen margarita mix

1 (8 oz.) container fro-
zen whipped topping,
thawed

Grease 9 inch pie
plate. In medium bowl,
combine 1 1/4 cups of
pretzels, sugar and mar-
garine. Mix well. Press
evenly onto bottom and
up sides of prepared pie
plate to form crust. Com-
bine strawberry filling
and margarita mix. Fold
into whipped topping in
medium bowl. Spoon into

crust. Sprinkle with re-
maining pretzels. Freeze
until firm, about 2 hours.
Before serving, remove
pie from freezer and let
stand 30 minutes at room
temperature to soften
slightly.

Blackberry
Cobbler

1 quart blackberries,
sweetened

1 stick margarine

1 cup flour

1 cup sugar

1 cup milk

Melt margarine in
11x8x2 baking pan. Mix
flour, sugar and milk.
Pour evenly over mar-
garine. Pour berries that
you have sweetened to
taste over crust evenly.
Bake at 350 degrees about
30-35 minutes or until
crust is browned. The
crust will come to the top.
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#NOKINGS.ORG RALLY

#NoKings.org Rally is
March 28, 12 Noon-2 p.m. at
Veterans Park, Downtown
McKenzie. Rain or shine.
RSVP #NoKings.org or call
731-415-8847.

911 BOARD TO MEET

Carroll County Emer-
gency Communications
District Board of Directors
meets March 24, 5:30 p.m.
at 101 Dillahunty Lane,
Huntingdon.

If you'd like to address the
board, please register with
the district office at 731-986-
8911. A copy of the Public
Comment Policy is available
at the office, temporarily
located at 20405 East Main
Street, Huntingdon.

HUNTINGDON TN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
TO MEET

On Wednesday, March
18, at 9 a.m., in the confer-
ence room of Huntingdon
City Hall, Mr. Steve McDan-
iel will be the guest speaker
for the Huntingdon TN His-
torical Society. His presen-
tation will focus on General
Nathan Bedford Forrest’s
West Tennessee campaign
to disrupt General U. S.
Grant’s supply lines and
communications during the
Civil War. Steve McDaniel
will also provide an over-
view of the development of
Parker’s Crossroads Battle-
field Park. All are welcome.

McKENZIE SENIOR
CITIZEN CENTER EVENTS

Wednesday, March 18 —
Senior movie at the Park The-
ater. Movie, soda, and drink
are only $5. This month'’s
movie is EPIC. Doors open
at 1:30 p.m., movie starts at
2 p.m. Dominos at 12:30 p.m.
Line dance class is $4, open
to everyone.

Thursday, March 19 —
Craft class at 1 p.m.

Friday, March 20 — Dance
at the Carroll County Civic
Center with the James Greer
Band from 7-10 p.m. Admis-
sion is $8. Open to the public.

Saturday, March 21 —
Spaghetti Dinner, fundraiser
for the Gordon Browning
Museum. Tickets are $10
and includes spaghetti, sal-
ad, garlic bread and dessert.
Tickets are available at the
McKenzie Senior Center or
call 731-393-3048 and leave
a message. Doors open at
4:30 p.m., dinner is served
at5 p.m.

GREATER ENON
CHURCH BBQ FEAST

Greater Enon Baptist
Church is hosting a BBQ
Feast on Friday, March
20, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. at 103 Chestnut Ave-
nue, McKenzie. The meal
includes a BBQ Rib Plate,
1/2 Chicken Plate, or Pulled
Pork Plate - all with two sides.
Donations Only. Come eat
with us. The location is im-
mediately behind the church.

MISS UTM RODEO
PAGEANT

The University of Tennes-
see at Martin Rodeo Booster
Club is sponsoring the Miss
UTM Rodeo Pageant Satur-

731.235.2293

GREENFIELD
MONUMENT WORKS

Est. 1900

GREENFIELDMONUMENTWORKS.COM

When you're ready, we're here.
No letters, no agents.

Traditional & Custom Headstones
Etchings » Benches ¢ Pet Markers
Cremation Memorials ¢ And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45
Greenfield, TN 38230

A100/TF

8725 Hwy. 436
McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-5769

Monument Co.
Quality Craftsmanship at Comparable Prices

1200 S. Miles Ave.
Union City, TN
731-885-1033

Hwy. 45 at Front St.
Milan, TN 38358
731-686-1750

day, March 28, at Watkins
Auditorium, located inside
the University of Tennessee
at Martin Boling University
Center at 11 Wayne Fisher
Drive, Martin.

The pageant is open to all
girls, ages 0-20. Contestants
will be judged in formal/
evening gown only.

Doors open at 10 a.m.
with pageants as follows:
0-12 months at 11 a.m., 1-3
years at 11:30 a.m., 4-6 years
at12 p.m,, 7-9 years at 12:30
p.m.,, 10-12 years at 1 p.m,,
13-15 years at 1:30 p.m., and
16-20 years at 2 p.m. Regis-
tration is at the door only,
$40 for beauty only with side
categories available for ad-
ditional cost. Winner of the
16-20 division required to
participate in UTM Rodeo
Week activities and is eligi-
ble to compete in Territorial
Queens Review/Strawberry
Festival. Junior, Teen and
Miss Division Queens will
be recognized at UTM Ro-
deo Performances April 9,
10, and 11. For more infor-
mation, contact Beth Wel-
don at (731) 225-1227.

McKENZIE'S
EGGSTRAVAGANZA

McKenzie's Eggstrava-
ganza is Saturday, March
28, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
at the McKenzie City Park,
570 Como Street, McKenzie.

Egg Hunt Schedule: 0-2
years: 9:30 a.m.; 3-4 years:
9:50 a.m.; 5-7 years: 10:10
a.m,; 8-10 years: 10:30 a.m.

Enjoy a fun-filled morn-
ing with the Easter Bunny,
over 50,000 eggs and prizes,
local vendors, food trucks, a
petting zoo, balloon charac-
ters, and a bouncy house.

Admission is free (food
vendor purchases optional).

CARL PERKINS
CENTER PORK
TENDERLOIN LUNCH

The Carroll County Carl
Perkins Center is hosting
a pork tenderloin lunch on
Monday, March 9, 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the center on
Stone Ridge Cove, Hunting-
don. Phone 731-986-5920
for more information.

SPRING BREAKS

Carroll County Schools
Spring Breaks are March 23-
27. Bethel University Spring
Break is March 9-12.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB
AT HOMETOWN HEALTH

Everyone is invited to
The Breakfast Club every
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m.
for coffee, snacks, mingling
and a light activity. Take
the chance to connect and
socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light

We will be Closed
WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 25

YODER'S
COUNTRY STORE

1340 Hwy 124
McKenzie, TN 38201

R27288/11-1

585 North Main St.
McKenzie
Friday & Saturday,
March 20 & 21
8am.-?

Something for
Everyone.

R27270/11-1

exercise and fun! Bring a
friend and come make new
ones at Hometown Health
Clinic - Pediatrics/Specialty
Entrance. We can’t wait to
see you there!

CARROLL HUMANE
SOCIETY EVENTS, NEWS

Cat Vouchers

Cat spay/neuter vouchers
are always available for $60.
To purchase by phone for
use at Paris Vet Clinic, call
731-514-0878 and leave a
message. These are avail-
able to anyone regardless of
residency. We now offer cat
vouchers to Carroll Coun-
ty residents for $60 at the
Huntingdon Animal Clinic.
These must be purchased
in person at the shelter with
cash or card, and proof of
residency is required. How-
ever, Carroll Co. residents
can still use Paris Vet Clinic
if preferred.

McKENZIE TOPS
MEETS WEEKLY

Win over weight with sup-
port and encouragement by
meeting with the McKenzie
Chapter of TOPS (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly) each Mon-
day at 3 p.m. in the McKen-
zie Church of Christ gym-
nasium. The first meeting is
free. For more information,
call 731-352-7309. If no an-
swer, leave a message.

CARROLL COMMISSION
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month, 7 p.m,,
in the Conference Room
of the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex, High Street,
Huntingdon. No meetings
in February and July.

ADULT EDUCATION
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location —
Adult Education Building,
14155 Paris Street. Office
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30
p-m. Classes are offered
for one-on-one instruction
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON.
For more information,
phone 731-364-5481.

Jim Adams Drive
Paris, TN = 642-1696

REMINDERS OF HIM (PG-13)

Tues. 7:35
Wed. 7:35
Thurs. 7:35

HOPPERS (PG)

Tues. 7:25
Wed. 7:25
Thurs. 7:25

THE BRIDE (R)

Tues. 7:35
Wed. 7:35
Thurs. 7:35

SCREAM 7 (R)

Tues. 7:30
Wed. 7:30
Thurs. 7:30

| CAN ONLY IMAGINE 2
(P6)
Tues. 7:25

Wed. 7:25
Thurs. 7:25

EPIC (ELVIS PRESLEY IN
CONCERT) (PG-13)
Tues. 7:30

Wed. 7:30
Thurs. 7:30

INFOLINE
731-642-7171

All Movies Nowin 5
Digital DLP/HD §

v

BrRUMMITT-MCKENZIE

FUNERAL HOME

Our funeral plans have the protection by the
State of Tennessee through Tennessee
Pre-Paid Funeral Benefits Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222
Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811

A5091/TF
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Major David Riddick presents the Purple Heart to Larry Burke some 37 years
after he was wounded in Vietnam.

Burke Receives Purple Heart

BY JOEL WASHBURN

washburn@mckenziebanner.com

REPRINTED FROM
MARCH 14, 2006

MCcKENZIE (March 13)
— Larry Dean Burke re-
ceived his Purple Heart
today for wounds he sus-
tained in Vietnam on Jan-
uary 21, 1969. Major Da-
vid Riddick of the Army
Reserves had the priv-
ilege of presenting the
award to Burke in a small
ceremony at Carroll Bank
and Trust-McKenzie.

Riddick, a Jackson law-
yer and native of Carroll
County, served in Ku-
wait with the 3rd Army,
December 2004 to April
2005. He is a member
of JAG - Judge Advocate
General.

“I'm proud to have the
opportunity to do this,”
said Major Riddick during
the presentation of the
medal.

Mark Warren of Carroll
Bank and Trust learned
that Burke had never re-
ceived his Purple Heart
and inquired of his broth-
er-in-law David Riddick
how Burke could receive
the award. Riddick sub-
mitted Form SF180 to the
Army to successfully re-
ceive the award.

Specialist Burke was
wounded in Vietnam from
shrapnel from a Claymore
land mine detonated by a
North Vietnamese some
50 feet away. The mine
contained 746 stainless
steel balls, which wound-
ed Burke and fellow sol-

diers. Burke, 20 years and
a day old, sustained two
broken legs, one of which
had a compound fracture.

Burke, a radio opera-
tor, remembers setting
off a canister of smoke so
other troops could locate
the wounded soldiers.
A landing zone was cut
from the floor of the jun-
gle for choppers to land,
recalls Burke.

He was transported
to Saigon and then to
Dunang for surgery. In 15
days, he was at a hospi-
tal in Ft. Campbell, Ken-
tucky, where he under-
went a second surgery.

Confined to the hospi-
tal for five months and in
body casts, he was told
that his left leg would
require amputation. He
refused their recommen-
dation and successfully
walked again.

His injuries required
119 stitches in the left leg
and 79 in the right. Today,
he still bears some of the
pain of his injuries and
some of the stainless steel
balls that penetrated his
body on that fateful day.

During his service in
Vietnam, Burke was also
wounded by a direct
lightning strike.

The Purple Heart is an
individual decoration.
It differs from all other
decorations in that an
individual is not recom-
mended for the decora-
tion; rather, he or she is
entitled to it upon meet-
ing specific criteria. It is
awarded in the name of
President Washington to

any member of an armed
forces or any civilian
nation of the U.S., who,
while serving under com-
petent authority in any
capacity with one of the
U.S. Armed Forces, has
been wounded or killed
in any action with an op-
posing armed force of a
foreign country in which
the Armed Forces of the
United States are or have
been engaged.

The wounds must be
caused by an enemy bul-
let, shrapnel or other pro-
jectile created by enemy
action, an enemy-placed
mine or trap, or concus-
sion injuries caused as a
result of enemy-generat-
ed explosions.

Burke was drafted into
the Army on January 4,
1968. He was assigned to
the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion when he arrived in
Vietnam, and discharged
from the Army on De-
cember 15, 1969.

Burke is a custodian/
maintenance man at the
United States Postal Ser-
vice-McKenzie, where he
has worked 18 years.

He has worked at
Gaines Manufacturing, At-
lantic Homes, Ben Frank-
lin Family Center, Ace
Hardware, and Wal-Mart.

He and wife, Marilyn,
have four children - Da-
vid, Adam, and Chance
Burke, and Teresa King,
and two grandchildren.
He is the son of the late
James Burke and the late
Nannie Mae Gaskins.
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West Carroll 3-2-1Update

March 2026 \

Students are leading. Literacy is growing. New opportunities are
on the way. Here is what West Carroll has been up to this month.

3-Highlights from Across the District
e WCES BETA Serves at March Meeting: West Carroll Elementary

BETA Club members brought desserts and attended the
March Board Meeting. Their presence said something. Board
members genuinely enjoyed the chance to connect with the
students they serve. When students take an interest in how
their school district works, it's one of the most encouraging
things we get to witness.

e West Carroll Youth Basketball Returning; The Board approved
a new Youth Basketball Program for grades 1 through 8, with
no participation fee for families. Supported by a $3,000 grant,
sign-ups and coach assignments begin in April, with games
planned for May. Dr. Adam Douglas and Athletic Director
Nicholas Cobb also shared the vision a program centered on
student development, coach support, and community.

e Read Across America: All three campuses celebrated with
dress-up days, guest readers, and literacy activities. West
Carroll Primary and Elementary welcomed community
readers into classrooms. WCJSH held morning literacy quizzes
and dress up days.

2 Quotes from Our Leaders
“FBLA will be attending board meetings to learn more about our
school's operations and model how we hold our club meetings.”
— Jack Robinson, FBLA Vice President, West Carroll High School

“Building a strong school culture begins with our coaches and
staff working together to uphold high expectations, on the field
and in the classroom.”
— Coach Nicholas Cobb, WCSSD Athletic Director

1Challenge for Our Community
Finish Strong. Show Up Every Day. The final stretch matters. We are
asking every family to make attendance a priority these last few
weeks. Check your child's attendance through the ClassLink portal
or by calling your school’s office. Let's finish strong!

Ideas & thoughts are welcome at preston.caldwell@wcssd.org.
Join us for our next board meeting on April 2nd. ;
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Sarah Pitcher of Baptist Memorial Hospital of Carroll County, Armand Hebert, VP

of McKenzie Rotary, and Cindy Cole, RN at Baptist Hospital.

Local RN Highlights Life-Changing
Benefits of Pulmonary Rehab at Baptist
Memorial Hospital-Carroll County

McKENZIE (February
24) — Many are familiar
with cardiac rehabilita-
tion, but a vital program
for chronic lung disease
sufferers often goes unno-
ticed. Cindy Cole, a Reg-
istered Nurse at Baptist
Memorial Hospital-Carroll
County, is on a mission to
change that, shedding light
on the power of pulmonary
rehabilitation.

Cole was the featured
speaker at the meeting of
the McKenzie Rotary Club.

“Have you ever been so
short of breath that you
were afraid to move?” Cole
began, illustrating the dai-
ly struggle of her patients.
“That’s how these people
feel every single day. They
can’t get through a single
task without becoming
short of breath”.

Pulmonary rehab, un-
like cardiac rehab, focuses
on helping patients with
chronic lung diseases like
COPD, asthma, emphyse-
ma, and chronic bronchitis
to “live with what they have”
rather than offering a cure.
The program also extends
its reach to lung transplant
patients and those grap-
pling with respiratory issues
post-COVID.

The Silent
Epidemic of COPD

Chronic Obstructive Pul-
monary Disease (COPD)
is a significant health chal-
lenge, ranking among the
leading causes of disability
and death in the United
States. An estimated 15 to
16 million people have a

FOUNDATION

& CRAWL SPACE @epair

diagnosis, with many more
undiagnosed. In rural areas
such as Carroll County, the
prevalence can be as high
as 10% of the population.
While smoking is a well-
known culprit.

The impact of COPD is
substantial, leading to thou-
sands of emergency room
visits and hospitalizations
annually, placing a consid-
erable burden on patients
and the healthcare system,
with costs soaring into the
billions.

An Underutilized Lifeline

Despite its profound
benefits, pulmonary rehab
remains “one of the most
underutilized services”
available to these patients.
Cole attributes this to a lack
of awareness, even among
healthcare providers. She
noted that referrals are not
exclusive to pulmonolo-
gists; primary care physi-
cians, who often manage
COPD patients in rural set-
tings, can and should refer
patients.

A Comprehensive
Approach to
Breathing Easier

The program typically
spans six to twelve weeks,
with sessions two to three
times a week. It incorpo-
rates exercise, breathing
retraining, and exten-
sive education. “We use
a treadmill to teach you
how to walk at Walmart
when you are doing your
groceries,” Cole explained,
highlighting the practical,
real-world application of

CRACKS ARE COSMETIC

$300%

ANY
PROJECT

Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with any other offer or
promotional financing. Must be presented at time of inspection.
Limitations may apply. Expires 3/31/26.

844-978-3001

FrontierFoundations.com

Without newspapers, where
would you search to find the
information on this page?

the exercises. Patients learn
to pace themselves and
control their breathing, a
challenging yet ultimately
rewarding skill that dra-
matically improves their
well-being.

Education is a corner-
stone of the program, cov-
ering proper medication
use, handling inhalers and
oxygen equipment, and un-
derstanding how the lungs
function. A critical objec-
tive is to prevent hospital-
izations by empowering
patients to recognize and
manage symptom flare-ups
effectively.

Transformative
Outcomes and Support

Patients often arrive
feeling defeated, but with-
in weeks, they experience
significant improvements.
Cole shared inspiring sto-
ries of individuals regain-
ing the ability to perform
everyday tasks, like yard
work, or returning to cher-
ished hobbies they had
abandoned due to respi-
ratory challenges. Beyond
physical gains, the program
reduces shortness of breath,
increases activity tolerance,
and markedly improves
mood and overall quality
of life. Addressing anxiety
and depression, common
companions of breathing
difficulties, is also a key fo-
cus, with patients learning
calming techniques like
pursed-lip and abdominal
breathing.

Pulmonary rehab em-
ploys a multidisciplinary
team of nurses, providers,
and respiratory therapists,
who maintain continuous
communication with re-
ferring physicians. The
American Thoracic Society
and the American Lung
Association both highly
recommend pulmonary
rehab.

The program is wide-
ly accessible, with cov-
erage typically provided
by Medicare, commercial
insurance, and TennCare.
For those facing financial
barriers, such as Medicare
patients without a supple-
ment, the hospital works
to find solutions, includ-
ing self-pay maintenance
programs.

Recognizing the
Warning Signs

Early indicators of lung
disease include a persistent
chronic cough and increas-
ing shortness of breath
during once easy activities.
Diagnosis typically involves
a pulmonary function study
or a CT scan. Cole also is-
sued a warning about va-
ping, stating it is “just as
bad as smoking,” and po-
tentially worse, particularly
given its prevalence among
teenagers.

Cole encourages anyone
who knows someone strug-
gling with COPD or other
lung conditions to consider
pulmonary rehab. Referrals
can originate from primary
care providers or pulmon-
ologists, or individuals can
contact the hospital directly
for assistance. The program
is conveniently located
within Baptist Memorial

A3150/11-1

Newspapers bring a wealth of information
together. We do the legwork to keep you
informed. All at a great low rate, that is
less than the price of a cup of coffee.

Porestore Calfurell

u/cssd.com/ 321

Hospital-Carroll County,
ensuring immediate ac-
cess to medical support if
needed.

*BANNER

Call 731.352.3323

Download Our
West Carroll App
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West Carroll Elementary School cafeteria staff (L to R): Kay Story, Tina Seaton,
Shelia Hilliard and Hope Vinson. Submitted photo

West Carroll Cafeteria Staff Gifts
Books to Elementary Students

The cafeteria staff at
West Carroll Elementa-
ry School helped spread
the joy of reading by col-
lecting enough books for
every student to receive
one during Read Across
America Week.

Books were distributed
to students during lunch
on March 3 and 4, giving
each child the opportunity
to take home a new book
of their own. The thought-
ful effort supported the
school’s celebration of
literacy and encouraged
students to develop a love
for reading, both at school
and at home.

and Gabriel Grantham are photographed with books
gifted by the cafeteria staff. Submitted photo
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Eighth-grade students listen to Beating Hearts representative Beth Bailey. Photo
by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

McKenzie Middle School Hosts Health Fair

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKenzie Middle School's
annual Health Fair was
Friday, March 6, inside
the school’s gymnasium.
Healthcare professionals
and emergency first re-
sponders visited the school,
bridging the gap between
health education and fun.

This year, 15 organiza-
tions hosted booths: LeB-
onheur Children’s Hospital,
the Tennessee Department
of Health’s Tennessee To-
bacco Quit Line, The Refin-
ery, Dynamix, Carroll Coun-
ty Library, The Ronald Mc-
Donald House, McKenzie
Police Department, Hospi-
tal Wing, Hometown Health

Clinic, Baptist Memorial
Hospital - Carroll Coun-
ty, Carroll County Preven-
tion Coalition, PhippsCare,
Beating Hearts Help Center,
The University of Tennes-
see at Martin Nursing and
Carey Counseling Center.
McKenzie Middle School
staff also had a table about
personal hygiene.

School Nurse Gail Ed-
wards said the annual
health fair is important in
educating students on dif-
ferent facets of health —
from the effects of energy
drinks to information on
mental health counseling.
The McKenzie Police De-
partment let students try
Drunk Busters Goggles,

which simulate the effects
of impairment. Students
also had the chance to go
outside and see the Hospi-
tal Wing's parked helicopter.

Several people from
the visiting organizations
bragged on the students’
behaviors.

Autumn Brown, a repre-
sentative from LeBonheur
Children’s Hospital, said,
“They’re very well-man-
nered. They actually do lis-
ten. They're participating
really well”

Students attended the
health fair during their ro-
tation periods, traveling in
groups to each booth for
the duration of the school
period.

Huntingdon Historical Society Meets March 18

Steve McDaniel is the
guest speaker at the Hunting-
don Historical Society’s next
meeting, Wednesday, March
18 at 9 a.m. in the conference
room of Huntingdon City
Hall.

McDaniel’s presentation
focuses on General Nathan
Bedford Forrest’s West Ten-
nessee campaign to disrupt
General U. S. Grant's supply
lines and communications
during the United States
Civil War. Steve McDaniel
will also give an overview of
the development of Parker’s

Crossroads Battlefield Park.

McDaniel was born in
Huntingdon and is a long-
time advocate for historic
preservation in West Ten-
nessee. He serves on the
Douglas Henry State Mu-
seum Commission, is Vice
President of the Tennes-
see Civil War Preservation
Association, and serves
as Historian for the Park-
ers Crossroads Battlefield
Association.

He has been closely in-
volved in the preservation
and development of the

370-acre Parkers Cross-
roads Battlefield Park. He
continues to work on the
interpretation and protec-
tion of Civil War resourc-
es in the region. He pre-
viously served 30 years in
the Tennessee House of
Representatives.

He and his wife, Phyllis,
have one daughter and two
grandchildren.

All are welcome to join
the Huntingdon Historical
Society as they learn the
importance and impact of
local history.
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Without newspapers, where would you search to find the information on this page?

Newspapers bring a wealth of information together. We do the legwork to keep @iﬂi ANNER
you informed. All at a great low rate, less than the price of a cup of coffee.

Call 731.352.3323

(L to R) Jesse Martin, Colton Sellers and Aldair Castanada show off their leprechaun
traps. Submitted photos

First Graders Engineer Leprechaun
Traps Just In Time for St. Patrick’s Day

Submitted by Cindy Smith, West
Carroll Special School District

McLEMORESVILLE —
Something sneaky is lurk-
ing in the hallways of West
Carroll Primary School
and the first graders are
ready for it.

First-grade students
at West Carroll Primary
School in McLemoresville
are applying engineering
design principles in an
unconventional context
this week: building traps
intended to catch a lep-
rechaun ahead of St. Pat-

rick’s Day. The project,
timed ahead of St. Pat-
rick’s Day, has turned the
classroom into a work-
shop of problem-solving
and creativity.

Working collaborative-
ly, the young engineers
worked through a foun-
dational STEM process of
planning, designing and
constructing. Students
were asked to identify the
problem, consider pos-
sible solutions and build
a functional trap using
available materials, mir-
roring the thinking skills

at the core of engineering.
Students extended
the project beyond the
classroom by designing
“Wanted” posters, which
now hang throughout the
school’s hallways. The
posters serve the dual
purposes of reinforcing
writing and visual com-
munication skills while
building school-wide an-
ticipation for the holiday.
Whether or not the traps
prove effective remains to
be seen but the learning,
by all accounts, has al-
ready been captured.

Gasoline Prices Rise
31.6 Cents During Week

TENNESSEE (March 17)
— Average gasoline prices
in Tennessee increased
31.6 cents per gallon in
the last week, averaging
$3.32/g today, according to
GasBuddy'’s survey of 3,821
stations in Tennessee.
Prices in Tennessee are
79.3 cents per gallon high-
er than a month ago and
stand 64.0 cents per gallon
higher than a year ago. The
national average price of
diesel has increased by
34.0 cents since a week
ago and stands at $4.951
per gallon.

Historical gasoline pric-
es in Tennessee and the
national average going
back five years:

March 16, 2025: $2.68/g
(U.S. Average: $3.02/g)

March 16, 2024: $3.06/g
(U.S. Average: $3.45/g)

March 16, 2023: $3.11/g
(U.S. Average: $3.43/g)

March 16, 2022: $4.08/g
(U.S. Average: $4.29/g)

March 16, 2021: $2.66/g
(U.S. Average: $2.87/g)

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest
station in Tennessee was

priced at $2.37/g yesterday,
while the most expensive
was $4.59/g, a difference of
$2.22/g. The lowest price
in the state yesterday was
$2.37/g while the highest
was $4.59/g, a difference
of $2.22/g.

The national average
price of gasoline has risen
23.2 cents per gallon in
the last week, averaging
$3.68/g today. The nation-
al average is up 80.0 cents
per gallon from a month
ago and stands 66.1 cents
per gallon higher than
a year ago, according to
GasBuddy data compiled
from more than 11 million
weekly price reports cover-
ing over 150,000 gas sta-
tions across the country.

“Consumers continue to
feel the sting of rising oil,
gasoline, and diesel costs
as geopolitical tensions
in the Middle East remain
elevated, pushing gasoline
prices to their highest lev-
els in years while diesel
could soon approach the
$5-per-gallon mark nation-
ally,” said Patrick De Haan,

head of petroleum analysis
at GasBuddy. “Until we see
a meaningful resumption
of oil flows through the
Strait of Hormuz, upward
pressure on fuel pric-
es is likely to persist. At
the same time, seasonal
forces are beginning to in-
tensify as several regions
complete the transition
to summer gasoline, cre-
ating a double headwind
that could continue driving
pump prices higher in the
weeks ahead.

GasBuddy’, a PDI Tech-
nologies company, is North
America’s trusted fuel sav-
ings platform, helping con-
sumers fuel up for less for
over 25 years. With over
100 million app down-
loads, GasBuddy delivers
real-time prices at 150,000+
stations and tangible sav-
ings through Pay with
GasBuddy+". It is the most
authoritative source of sta-
tion-level fuel pricing data,
updating averages 288 times
daily from the broadest mix
of inputs— spotter reports,
direct station integrations,
and transactional data.

The McKenzie Banner
publishes GasBuddy’s sur-
vey results each week.

SOURCE GasBuddy

MEQ Pre-K and Kindergarten
Registration

Wednesday, April 1 from 8:15 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thursday, April 2 from 8:15 a.m.-5 p.m.

(Please wait to enter school at 8:15 a.m., this will help us get through announcements and student drop off)

Students entering Pre-K must be 4 years old by August 15, 2026.
Students entering Kindergarten must be 5 years old by August 15, 2026.

To enroll, McKenzie Elementary School must have the following documents:
« Certified copy of birth certificate
* Proof of Residency (i. e. utility bill with home address excluding phone and cable bill)
+ Tennessee Certificate of Immunization (Forms may be obtained from your doctor or health department)
* Tennessee School Entry Medical Examination completed by medical doctor (physical)
o The following immunizations are required and are to be documented on a Tennessee Permanent

Certificate of Immunization (PH 2414)
> DTP series and booster, five (5) doses

MMR, two (2)doses

Y vyl S

**Ifyou are registering for Pre-K, you must provide proof of income for each person living in the household,
birth certificate, current immunization/physical record on TN form and proof of residency.

Hepatitis a, two (2) doses
Hepatitis b, three (3) doses
Varicella (chicken pox), two (2) doses or history of disease.

Polio series and booster, four (4) doses

Acceptable forms of proof of residency include:
* Option 1: Copy of signed lease agreement or mortgage statement

+ Option 2: Utility bill (i.e., electric, water, gas, or sewer)

* Option 3: Bank statement
* Option 4: Paystub

+ Option 5: Voter Registration or some type of legal mail

Please park in the front

of the elementary school and enter through the office.

Ifyou are registering a child for Kindergarten, please bring them with you so that they can be tested.

We are looking forward to a FANTASTIC year!

BUS
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TH AN K YOU We appreciate your support.
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McKenzie Police Reports

Theft of Vehicle —

Robert Neil Hammon,
Hazel Circle, McKenzie,
was arrested in Missouri
on March 10 while driv-

ing a vehicle he stole from

a relative.

McKenzie Police SRO
Colton Broyles was work-
ing traffic at McKenzie

Middle School when

Hammon drove up in
school traffic, made some
remarks, and drove away.
Broyles called for oth-
er officers to attempt to

locate the vehicle. In the
meantime, Hammon'’s
relative called the MPD

to report her car missing

and accused Hammon of
theft. She stated Hammon

had phoned his mother

and stated he was in St.
Louis with a flat. A BOLO
- be on the lookout- was
issued in Missouri and
Tennessee. Hammon
was arrested in Missouri
and held for McKenzie
authorities.

Authorities from the
Des Peres Police Depart-

ment in Missouri contact-

ed MPD Investigator Kylle
Beauchamp.

DUI — Blake Roberts,
Hillview Apartments,

McKenzie, was arrested

on March 13 for Driving

Under the Influence.

Officer Michael Cun-
ningham was patrolling

on Hamilton Street when

he noticed a pickup truck

swerve several times. The
officer initiated a traffic

stop and suspected the

driver was under the in-
fluence. Roberts’ license

was suspended for a prior

DUL

Sergeant Jeff Winber-
ry contacted the vehicle
owner, who knew that

Roberts’ license was

suspended. The driver
was transported to Bap-
tist Memorial Hospital
in Huntingdon for a

blood-alcohol test and
then to Carroll Coun-

ty Jail. The vehicle was
impounded.
Active Warrants —

E ~ McKenzie, Tennessee
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Frank D. Hoggs, Paris
Pike, McKenzie, was ar-
rested on March 11 on
two active, outstanding
warrants.

Assistant Chief Trey
Boucher arrested Mr.
Hogg at his residence
on a Failure to Appear
warrant in Obion County
and a warrant from Lake
County for DUL

Multiple Charges —
Terry Ethan Swafford,
Atwood Highway, Milan,
was charged with Driving
on a Suspended License,
Unlawful Use of Electron-
ic Device While Driving,
Violation of Financial
Responsibility, and Vio-
lation of Child Restraint
device on March 10.

Officer Timothy Dillon
observed Swafford using
his cell phone while driv-
ing. Dillon initiated a stop
and observed three small
children not properly se-
cured in child restraint
devices. Swafford was cit-
ed in Carroll County Gen-
eral Sessions Court and
allowed to proceed with
the car after the children
were properly restrained.

Domestic Assault —
Terrance Terrell Davis,
Jr., Hastings Circle, Mem-
phis, was charged with
Domestic Assault after
an incident with his girl-
friend on Walnut Circle
on March 8.

Sergeant Darren Da-
vis arrived on the scene
with Patrolman Matthew
Cunningham to the Wal-
nut Circle residence of a
report of an altercation.

A female responded to
the door when officers
arrived. The report in-
dicates the female had
a facial cut. The officers
interviewed the female
and Davis separately and
determined Davis had
assaulted her. There was
evidence that they both
were active in the alter-
cation. Davis was arrested
and transported to Car-
roll County Jail.

Driving on Suspended

¢

License — Karen Ann Cor-
rado, Highland Street, Bru-
ceton, was charged with
Driving on a Suspended
License on March 7.

Officer Jackson Hen-
derson stopped Corra-
do’s vehicle because the
license plate had expired.
When he spoke with the
driver, he learned that her
license was suspended in
Henry County and Ben-
ton County due to Fail-
ure to Appear charges.
She was cited into Carroll
County General Sessions
Court.

Active Warrants —
Antwon L. Owens, Walnut
Avenue, McKenzie, was
arrested on March 10 on
active warrants for Shop-
lifting in Henry County
and Felony Possession
of a Firearm in Madison
County, Alabama.

Officer Timothy Dillon
and Sgt. Beauchamp ar-
rested Owens at Dollar
General on Highway 22.
He was transported to
Henry County Jail.

Theft — A Randle
Street resident reported
his dump trailer was sto-
len on March 7 from his
residence.

Officer Darren Da-
vis filed the report for
Charles Johnson, who
stated his trailer had a
tongue lock on it. A video
indicates it was removed
by a white four-door
Dodge pickup truck.

Disorderly Conduct
— Roger Dale Lawson,
Florida Avenue, McK-
enzie, was arrested for
Disorderly Conduct on
March 15.

Sergeant Jeff Winberry
reported to a business on
Magnolia Street, where
Lawson was yelling and
screaming in public. Win-
berry advised Lawson to
go home and not to yell
anymore. Later, Winberry
was dispatched to Florida
Avenue, where Lawson
was continuing to be dis-
orderly. He was taken into
custody.
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Above, L.I. Smith and Associates, Inc. representatives are pictured in front of the
Crump Boulevard Interchange in Memphis. Below, L.I. Smith received national
recognition for their work on the I-55/E.H. Crump Boulevard Interchange in
Memphis. Submitted photos

L.I. Smith Receives National Rebognitidn

WASHINGTON (March
9) — L.I. Smith and Associ-
ates, Inc. (LIS) of Paris, Tenn.,
earned a National Recogni-
tion Award for exemplary
engineering achievement
in the American Council of
Engineering Companies’
(ACEC) 59th annual Engi-
neering Excellence Awards
(EEA). The award comes for
the firm’s role in the rede-
sign of the I-55/E.H. Crump
Boulevard Interchange in
Memphis.

LIS worked with Bell Con-
struction to provide com-
prehensive surveying and
mapping services through-
out the effort to efficiently
upgrade an interchange
that carries more than
60,000 vehicles each day.
LIS’s work directly guided
the precise placement of
roadways, bridges, drainage
systems and utilities, while
continuously tracking con-
struction progress to ensure
full compliance with plans
and specifications, and ear-
ly identification of issues.

By leveraging advanced
technologies, such as GPS
surveying, 3D modeling and

Y
W

drone imagery, LIS helped
minimize delays, reduce
costly rework and improve
safety and efficiency as the
plans evolved and construc-
tion progressed. This hands-
on, technology-driven ap-
proach enabled the project
team to adapt quickly and
keep work moving forward.
The upgraded interchange
includes two new flyover
bridges that allow I-55 traffic
to flow freely without slowing
or merging into local traffic. A
new multi-lane roundabout
at Crump Boulevard and Riv-
erside Drive improves local
access and replaces outdat-
ed ramp movements with
safer, more intuitive traffic
patterns.

Judging for the awards
program took place in Feb-
ruary and was conducted
by a national 32-member
panel of built environment
leaders, along with experts
from government, the media
and academia. Award criteria
focused on uniqueness and
originality, technical inno-
vation, social and economic
value and excitement gener-
ated toward the engineering

profession.

All 240 award winners—
including 16 Honor Awards,
eight Grand Awards, and
the announcement of the
prestigious Grand Con-
ceptor Award for the year’s
most outstanding overall
engineering achievement—
will attend the 2026 EEA
Gala on Tuesday, May 5,
2026, at the Grand Hyatt in
Washington, DC, to accept
their awards.

The American Council
of Engineering Companies
(ACEQC) is the business as-
sociation of America’s en-
gineering industry, repre-
senting more than 5,200
independent engineering
firms and more than 600,000
professionals throughout the
United States engaged in the
development of America’s
transportation, water and
energy infrastructure, along
with environmental, indus-
trial and other public and
private facilities.

Founded in 1906 and
headquartered in Washing-
ton, D.C., ACEC is a national
federation of 51 state and
regional organizations.

Property

James Thomas V. Grant
to Mark Andre Grenier and
others. No District listed.

Melissa Ann Johnson and
others to Dianne Johnson
and others in District 11.

McKenzie TN TB, LLC to
Zechariah-McKenzie LLC.
No District listed.

Joseph Lynn Lewis to Me-
lissa Carol Barber in District
14.

Patrick C. and Patsy A.
Anthony to Donald Richard
Brazil Jr. in District 23.

Church at Huntingdon to
Levi Frazier Jr. No District
listed.

Daniel and Jennifer
Hayden to Charles Christo-
pher Grissom in District 6.

Dennis Neal Bartholomew
and others to Farris Heath
Bartholomew in District 13.

Bennie E. Braswell to Bank
of Gleason in District 4.

Jennifer G. Downland to
Logan R. Mitchell and others
in District 2.

Timity Coldenhoff to Tim-
ity Coldenhoff Living Trust.
No District listed.

Dustin Smith and others
to Dustin Smith in District 6.

Henry Paulet and Dean-
na Jean Drinkard to Don A.
and wife Jeanna C. Bush in
District 8.

Dianne Johnson and oth-
ers to Melissa Ann Johnson

Transfers

in District 11.

Beracah, LLC to Tyler An-
drew Spivey in District 4.

Cachengo, Inc. to Amar-
jeet Singh. No District listed.

Jeremiah D. and Sonya
Schmitt to Marcus Cruz in
District 11.

Peggy Hilliard to the Hil-
liard Family Revocable Trust.
No District listed.

Hershel Wilkes to Saman-
tha Chaney as trustee. No
District listed.

Hershel Wilkes to Saman-
tha Chaney as trustee. No
District listed.

James T. and Laura A. Buss
to James T. Buss as trustee in
District 17.

Nikisha Allene F/k/a Niki-
sha Allene Gibson Searatt to
Ryley Faith Colleen Gipson.
No District listed.

Lucas P. and Hannah A.
Sampson Waddell to Jona-
than Bradley Castleman in
District 4.

Dusty McDaniel to Mi-
chael Snow in District 2.

Thomas Chadwick Taylor
to Dorothy Simon. No Dis-
trict listed.

John D. Simon to Stephen
Fouche in District 11.

Cachengo, INC. to Brittany
K. Gowan in District 11.

William Joe and Jane B.
Hollowell to William Joe Hol-
lowell I1I in District 18.

Ella Lousie Haynes to G.E.
Haynes. No District listed.

Chasity Rae Ellis to Dallas
D. Willis in District 11.

Mary L. Mays to Ronnie E.
and Linda Jo Lambert Loyd
in District 11.

Jane Lee Ann Wolfe to Aar-
on E and Sadie J. Stutzman in
District 3.

Jane-Lee Ann Wolfe to
Jane-Lee Wolfe and others
in District 3.

Charles Lee and Jennifer
Johnson to Keith and Aman-
da Blankenship in District 6.

Charles Lee and Jennifer
Johnson to Keith and Aman-
da Blankenship in District 6.

Wanda E Kemp and others
to Rhonda McAlexander in
District 5.

Tammy Annette Trevathan
to Midway Storage in District
22.

Zachary D. Jarrett to Zach-
ary D. and Carson J. Jarrett in
District 22.

Charles P. Wilson Founda-
tion to Jesaias E. and Ida N.
Yoder. No District listed.

Linda Ivey and others to
R&R Farms in District 23.

Jeff and Sandra Ray to
Hunter and Bryanna Haynes
in District 17.

Jeanie D. Chaney to
Stephen C. and Jeanie C.
Chaney in District 5.

Kenneth Stanley and Vick-
ie Carol Scates to Melissa
Carol Webb in District 13.

Marriage

Trent Cole Gooch, 29,
of Yuma, to Rachel Dawn
Nash, 25, of Yuma.

Jeffrey Wayne Autry, 52, of

Licenses

Huntingdon, to Debra Sue
Chism Cannon, 63, of Yuma.

Abigail Dawn Thomas,
24, of Jackson, to Nelson

Javier Gutierrez Ramos, 30,
of Jackson.

Beverly Brooke Craig
Smith, 32, of McKenzie, to
Deaton Curtis Mullins, 31,
of McKenzie.



MATTER OF RECORD

Carroll County
General Sessions

HUNTINGDON (March
11) — The following cases
were heard in Carroll Coun-
ty General Sessions Court
on March 11.

These cases resulted in a
guilty plea or finding.

Austen Bohanan, Feath-
er Ridge Road, Lexington,
guilty, Theft of Merchan-
dise, $68.03 restitution to
Walmart, probation, no
contact with Walmart.

Charlie Boyer, Perritt
Lane, Huntingdon, guilty,
Assault, court costs and
probation.

Marvin Gaston, 423 Lane,
McKenzie, guilty, Violation
of Community Supervision,
probation.

Thomas L. Miller, Elaine
Street, Atwood, guilty, Pro-
bation Violation, 15 days
jail, probation extended six
months.

Jason Taylor, Bryant Road,
Atwood, guilty, Reckless
Endangerment, probation;
dismissed, Driver Failed to
Exercise Due Care.

Matthew Thetford, Cash
Street, Bradford, guilty, Pos-
session of Drug Parapher-
nalia, $150 fine, probation.

Highway 124, McKenzie,
guilty, Probation Violation,
probation extended six
months.

Jason L. Warnick, Hum-
boldt-Gibson Wells Road,
Humboldt, guilty, Proba-
tion Violation, probation
extended.

The following cases were
dismissed.

Jahkeem Omally Emil An-
duze, Neely Lane, Hunting-
don, dismissed, Fraudulent
Use of Credit Card; pre-trial
diversion, Fraudulent Use
of Credit Card, supervised
probation, alcohol and drug
evaluation.

Kiowa Patrick Geans,
Spring Street, Hunting-
don, dismissed, Probation
Violation.

Halley A. Reed, Manley
Street, Paris, dismissed,
Shoplifting, banned from
Walmart for one year.

Jamie Nicole Stephenson,
Woodland Drive, Hunting-
don, dismissed, Domestic
Assault.

Zachariah Wayne Wilson,
Hillcrest Drive, Hunting-
don, dismissed, Driving
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Carroll County Sheriff's Reports

Drug Paraphernalia
Charge — On March 5,
Deputy Scott conducted a
traffic stop after observing
a vehicle fail to maintain
its lane. While speaking
with the driver, the deputy
detected an odor similar to
marijuana, and the driver
admitted to having smoked
marijuana earlier.

Consent was given to
search the vehicle. During
the search, a glass pipe
with white residue com-
monly used for smoking
methamphetamine was
located beside the passen-
ger seat. The passenger
was identified as Anthony
Copeland, 52, of McKenzie.

Copeland was charged
with possession of drug
paraphernalia.

This incident occurred
in Carroll County.

Disorderly Conduct
Arrest — On March 10,
Deputy Jayden Flaurr re-
sponded to a disturbance
involving Hunter Brown,
19, of Huntingdon, after a
resident reported a male
subject had pulled into the
driveway yelling and mak-
ing threats over tools he
believed had been stolen.

The resident told dep-
uties Brown had arrived

at the residence yelling,
cursing and accusing him
of taking tools.

Brown left the area but
later drove aggressively up
and down the roadway sev-
eral times before returning
to the residence and con-
tinuing to yell from the
driveway. Brown then left
again, picked up a friend
from his grandmother’s
house and returned to the
residence, parking across
the road and shining a
spotlight toward the home.

When Deputy Flaurr ar-
rived, Brown was pulling
back into the driveway and
appeared to be attempt-
ing to contact the resident
again. Brown was detained
and questioned and stated
he believed the resident
had taken his tools after
seeing some that looked
similar to ones report-
ed missing. The tools
described were chrome
and were not located on
the property.

The resident told dep-
uties he had recently
been released from the
hospital and could not
have taken the tools. The
resident also reported
Brown had been acting
erratically and not like

his usual self. Brown de-
nied any current drug or
alcohol use but acknowl-
edged having a history of
substance use.

Brown was placed un-
der arrest for disorderly
conduct and transported
to the Carroll County Jail
without incident.

This incident occurred
in Carroll County.

Harassment Investi-
gation — On March 10,
Deputy Scott responded
to a complaint regarding
unwanted contact. The
complainant reported
that Jerry Morefield, 33,
of Dresden had come to
his residence earlier in the
day after being advised not
to return.

The complainant also
reported that Morefield
had been sending repeat-
ed messages and continu-

ing to contact him and his
girlfriend after being told
to stop.

An investigation into the
harassment complaint was
conducted.

This incident occurred
in Carroll County.

Felony Warrant Arrest
— On March 7, Deputy
Ezell and other deputies
went to a residence in
McKenzie in an attempt to
serve a felony arrest war-
rant on another individual.

While inside the resi-
dence, deputies observed
Samuel Jewell, 30, of McK-
enzie, who was also known
to have active felony war-
rants. Multiple firearms
were observed inside
the residence during the
incident.

Jewell was taken into
custody on the outstand-
ing warrants.

This incident occurred
in Carroll County.

The McKenzie Parks & Recreation
Board will have a called meeting on
Wednesday, March 31 at 5:15 p.m.

to review LPRF grant.

A1/11-2

Melvin Dartavious Tyson, ~While License Revoked.
State of Tennessee NOTICE TO Case
Carroll County CRE[_)ITURS Number
Probate Division | As Required by TCA | 2026PE26
§30-2-306
Estate of JOHN DOUB, JR., Deceased

Notice is hereby given that on March 10 of 2026 letters
of Testamentary in respect of the estate of John Henry
Doub, Jr., who died January 22, 2026, were issued to the
undersigned by the Probate Court of Henry County, Tennessee.
All persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, matured
or unmatured, against the estate are required to file the same
with the Clerk of the above-named Court on or before the
earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1)  (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the
creditor received an actual copy of this notice to creditors
at least sixty (60) days before date that is four (4) months
from the date of the first publication (or posting); or
(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received
an actual copy of the notice to creditors, if the creditor
received the copy of the notice less than sixty (60) days
prior to the date that is four (4) months from the date of
the first publication (or posting) as described in (I)(A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

Date:
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COUNTY PRIMARY ELECTIONS, MAY 5, 2026:

NOTICE TO ELDERLY VOTERS AND
VOTERS WITH DISABILITIES

An elderly voter (60 years of age or older) or a voter with a
disability, whose polling place is not accessible, may choose to
come to the County Election Commission office to vote either
during the Early Voting period, on Election Day by appointment,
or absentee by mail. If the voter chooses to vote at the election
office on Election Day, the voter must provide the election office
with written notice by April 27, 2026, of his/her intention.

If the voter registered by mail, (s)he must vote in-person in the
first election in which the voter votes. To request an absentee
ballot, the voter must do so by April 25, 2026, in the Carroll
County Election Commission Office.

ON ELECTION DAY AT YOUR PRECINCT, A FEDERAL OR
TENNESSEE STATE PHOTO ID IS REQUIRED TO VOTE. THE SAME
APPLIES IN THE ELECTION OFFICE DURING EARLY VOTING.

Early Voting will be April 15-30, 2026. Voting hours are 8:30
a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. Hours on Saturdays, during the Early
Voting period, are 9 a.m.-noon. All voters are eligible to vote early.
Early Voting is ONLY at the Election Commission Office.

CARROLL COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION
625 High Street, Suite 113, Huntingdon, TN 38344
Office 731-986-1968 Fax 731-986-1913
Regular hours: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Email: carroll.commission@tn.gov

Ron Reiter, Chairman; Michael Corrado, Secretary;
Judy Alexander, Member; Michael K. Tate, Member;
Linda Wallace, Member; Peg Hamlett, Administrator

A927/11-1

The Carroll County Emergency Communication Board of
Directors will meet for a scheduled meeting on March 24, 2026,
at 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at 101 Dillahunty Lane,
Huntingdon, TN 38344. Citizens desiring to publicly comment at
the meeting on an agenda item must register with the district
at 731-986-8911. A copy of the Public Comment Policy may be
obtained at the district office, temporarily located at 20405 East
Main Street, Huntingdon, TN 38344.

A3264/11-1

NEED STAMPS? WE GOT ‘EM! Call 731.352.3323

We do the legwork to keep you informed.
The McKenzie Banner, 731.352.3323

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PA29

ESTATE OF: RONALD LEE FRUM, LATE OF CARROLL COUNTY,
TENNESSEE

Notice is hereby given that on the 11TH day of MARCH,
2026 Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the
Estate of RONALD LEE FRUM deceased, who died OCTOBER
18TH, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery
Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the Estate are required by law to file the same
with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the ear-
lier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims
will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of
the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or
posting) as described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 11TH day of MARCH, 2026.
THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO GONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:
KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER
99 Gourt Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN 38344

LISA MARIE ALEXANDER, Executor/Administrator
W. KENT JONES, Attorney
KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master

A561/R27276/11-2

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Carroll County is seeking bidders to submit proposals for the
project described in this document.

Project Title: Garroll County Civic Center Commercial Kitchen

Project Location: Garroll County Civic Center, 201 Mustang
Dr., Huntingdon, TN 38344

Funding Agency: State of Tennessee, Department of Agriculture
Grant Contract Amount: $100,000

Please notice that the Carroll County Mayors Office shall accept
sealed written bids for the construction of a commercial kitchen
at the Carroll County Civic Center.

Proposals, bids, or responses must be submitted to the Office
of the Carroll County Mayor, Joseph G. Butler, at 625 High
St. Suite 101, Carroll County Office Complex, Huntingdon,
Tennessee, 38344, no later than 10 a.m. CST, March 26, 2026,
at which time the bids will be opened and considered at a
public meeting of the Purchasing Committee.

Proposals will be received for the furnishing and installation
of commercial grade kitchen equipment.

All bidders must submit a full proposal for scoring. Proposals
shall include:

a. Layout for 25’ x 19° commercial kitchen.
b. List of equipment, supplies included.

a. All equipment shall be new, commercial grade,
NSF approved (where applicable), and compliant
with Tennessee Health Department standards and
local fire codes.

b. Equipment to consider, but not limited to: cooking
equipment, refrigeration equipment, work surfaces,
food preparation equipment, dishwashing equipment,
storage systems and/or cabinets, ventilation and fire
suppression, miscellaneous kitchen fixtures and
furnishings.

c¢. The successful bidder shall provide costs and expectations
for all labor, materials, delivery, installation, setup, warranty,
testing, and operational instructions of commercial kitchen
equipment.

d. Total bid price.

e. Timeline for completion.

The Contract will be awarded to the highest scoring proposal
complying with the conditions of the advertisement, provided
the bid is reasonable and it is to the best interest of the
Owner, at the earliest practicable date. The Owner, however,
reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive
any informality in Bids received whenever such rejection or
waiver is in the interest of the Owner.

A5605/11

-2

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

WHEREAS, on October 8, 2021, JAMES STEPHEN ANDERSON,
by a Deed of Trust of record in Trust Deed Book 710, at Page 933,
in the Register’s Office of Carroll County, Tennessee, conveyed the
following described property in trust to secure the payment of a
Promissory Note in the original principal amount of Twenty-Nine
Thousand Two Hundred Fifty-Nine and 51/100 Dollars ($29,259.51),
payable to BANK OF GLEASON; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned was appointed Substitute Trustee by
BANK OF GLEASON, the legal owner and holder of the said Note,
by appointment executed on February 18, 2026, and recorded in
Trust Deed Book 764, at Page 828, in the Register’s Office of Carroll
County, Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, default has been made in the payment of said
indebtedness and other provisions of the Deed of Trust have been
violated, and BANK OF GLEASON, the lawful owner and holder of
the said indebtedness, has declared the entire amount due and
payable as provided by the Deed of Trust in accordance with the
terms thereof, and instructed the undersigned to foreclose.

NOW, THEREFORE, the public is hereby notified that the
undersigned Substitute Trustee will sell the hereinafter described
real estate at public auction, to the highest and best bidder, for cash
in hand paid in certified funds paid at the conclusion of the sale, or
upon a credit bid from a bank or other lending entity pre-approved
by the Substitute Trustee. The auction shall occur at the East door
of the Courthouse at Huntingdon, Carroll County, Tennessee, on
Tuesday, March 31, 2026, at 4:00 p.m., said property to be sold in
bar of the equity of redemption and subject to the lien of all special
assessments against it.

Lying, and being situate in the City of McKenzie, 22nd Civil
District of Carroll County, Tennessee, bounded and described
as follows; to-wit:

BEGINNING in the center of South Main Street, formerly
Highway 76 and at Ray Crocker’s southeast corner and runs
thence West in line with and along the outside of the south
wall of Ray Crocker’s garage building, in all 202 feet to the
east margin of an alley, Crocker’s southwest corner; thence
South along the east margin of said alley 60 feet to stake;
thence East 202 feet to the center of said street or highway;
thence North with the center of said street or highway 60 feet
to the beginning. (Description taken from prior deed of record)

It being the same property as that described in a Warranty
Deed from Dwayne Pierce and wife, Karen K. Pierce, to James
Stephen Anderson, dated October 8, 2021, and of record in
Warranty Deed Book 401, at Page 221, in the Register’s Office
of Carroll County, Tennessee.

Map 012M, Group J, Parcel 015.00

The street address of the above-described property is believed
to be 215 W. Main St., McKenzie, Tennessee, but such address
is not part of the legal description of the property sold herein
and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description herein
shall control.

SALE IS SUBJECT TO TENANT(S) RIGHTS IN POSSESSION, IF ANY.

This sale is subject to all matters shown on any applicable
recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants,
easements, or setback lines that may be applicable; any statutory
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal;
any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created by
a fixture filing; and to any matter that an accurate survey of the
premises might disclose. Other interested parties: None.

Title to said property is believed to be good, but the undersigned
will sell as Substitute Trustee only and will assign to the purchaser
all covenants of warranty contained in said Deed of Trust.

The sale held pursuant to this Notice may be rescinded at
the Successor Trustee’s option at any time. Said sale may be
adjourned to another time or may be postponed to another date
by public announcement at the appointed time of sale without
readvertisement.

This office is a debt collector. This is an attempt to collect a debt
and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

ThisNotice of Sale has been posted by ForeclosureTennessee.
com and can be viewed online at ForeclosureTennessee.com.

WITNESS my signature, this the 10th day of March, 2026.
KIZER, BONDS, HUGHES & BOWEN, LLC

BY: STEPHEN L. HUGHES, Substitute Trustee
P. 0. Box 320, Milan, TN 38358 (731) 238-3199

A1767/10-3
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Color A Masterpiece
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Inclined to do

4. Sketches

10. Book of Chronicles (abbr.)
11. Atomic #58

12. Dorm official

14. Small Eurasian deer
15. Southern constellation
16. Workers’ groups

18. Former

22. Excellent

23. Romance language related
to Spanish

24. Reference
26. Equally

27. Dirty towels
28. A cargo (abbr.)

30. Ammunition
31. You get one in summer

34. Slang for trucks with
trailers

36. Swiss river
37. Exchange rate

39. British School

40. College teacher

41. Foreign Service

42. Horse gear

48. Cost to fly

50. A salt or ester of boric acid
51. Mocking

52. One who bird-watches

53. Concluding passage

54. A major division of
geological time

55. Sodium
56. A way to produce
58. Soak

Week 11

59. Laughed loudly and harshly
60. Affirmative

CLUES DOWN
1. Moth species phalonidia __
2. Quantum of energy
3. Break the law
4. Location of White House

5. Official cancellation of a
decision

6. Where rockers work

7. Cut of beef: __ mignon

8. Nocturnal burrowing reptile
9. Atomic #62

12. Genus of evergreen
subshrubs

13. Flowering plant of the
legume family

17. Inches per minute (abbr.)
19. Tropical fruit

20. Hot fluid beneath the
earth’s crust

21. James __, painter

25. Popular dessert

29. Payment (abbr.)

31. Cuisine style

32. Genus of true flies

33. City in western France
35. Arrogance

38. One holding a position of
command

41. Weekday

43. An evening party

44. Print errors

45. Not good

46. Egyptian Sun god

47. East German town
49. Olfactory property
56. Atomic #37

57. “Pollock” actor Harris

See solution in next week’s edition.
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SAWYERS TREE SER-
VICE: 60’ Bucket Truck.
Take Down or Prune. Haul
Off and Clean Up. Grind
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

MARCH 28, 12 NOON-2
P.M. #NOKINGS.ORG
RALLY — Veterans Park,
Downtown McKenzie. Rain
or shine. RSVP #NoKings.
org or call 731-415-8847.
R27268/11-2

JOE’S TREE SERVICE AND
STUMP REMOVAL: 60 ft.
bucket truck, prune or take
down grind stumps, clean
up and haul off, insured, free
estimates. 731-697-0023 or
731-513-1518. A7084/21-TF

YOUR LOW COST ADVER-
TISING SOLUTION! One
call & your 25 word ad will
appear in 102 Tennessee
newspapers for $275/wk or
26 West TN newspapers for
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classified advertising
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks.
(TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE

TV / WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER INTERNET for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no
throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card
when you make the switch.
Call 1-855-481-3340. (Tn-
Scan)

GET BOOST INFINITE! UN-
LIMITED TALK, Text and
Data For Just $25/mo! The
Power Of 3 5G Networks, One
Low Price! Call Today and
Get The Latest iPhone Every
Year On Us! 855-454-6457.
(TnScan)

DIRECTV - ALL YOUR EN-
TERTAINMENT. Nothing
on your roof! Sign up for Di-
rect and get your first free
months of Max, Paramount+,
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and
Cinemax included. Choice
package $84.99/mo. Some
restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-844-230-4803. (Tn-
Scan)

GET DISH SATELLITETV +
INTERNET! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In
Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-844-
274-6074. (TnScan)

NEED TO GET RID OF it?
Advertise it in the classi-
fieds! Thousands of readers
are looking at the classi-
fieds every week. Advertise
your service or product for
only $5 for 25 words, $8 for
26-50 words, and 20 cents
for each additional word
over 50 each week. Call
731-352-3323 to get started!
NC/27-TF

“Painting Your Way”

Not Just Painting Anymore...
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling

), 131-415-1506
4@ ~ Steve Bowden

= Zf

HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS: McKENZIE
AREA. www.mckenzie-
homefinders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

HEALTH / BEAUTY

AUDIEN HEARING. THE
WORLD'’S FIRST HEAR-
ING AID with touchscreen
controls. No tiny buttons,
apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free
shipping. Lifetime sup-
port. More than 1.5 mil-
lion happy customers. Call
Audien 1-888-297-2079.
(TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real den-
tal insurance-NOT just
a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-844-278-8285 www.
dental50plus.com/tnpress
#6258. (TnScan)

IMPROVEMENT

OLSHAN FOUNDATION
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted
foundation repair experts
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery.
Basement waterproofing.
Water management and
more. Free evaluation.
Limited time up to $250
off foundation repair. Call
Olshan 1-866-265-5932.
(TnScan)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with
a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-888-869-5542
today to schedule a free
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.
(TnScan)

Need to
sell a car?

Advertise it in the classifieds!

25 words Only 5!
131-352-3323

&

&

Business
Directory

A Convenient Guide to Quality
Merchandise & Services In The Area

Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns
your business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price

of $20 (minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.
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OPENING FOR PIANIST
at First United Methodist
Church, Paris, TN. Bachelor
degree in music required.
Send resume or inqui-
ries to Leigh Watkins at
pfirstfinance@gmail.com.
R27241/11-4

PET ADOPTION

FREE 2 AKC REGIS-
TERED MALE & FEMALE
TEACUP YORKIES PUP-
PIES Ready for Adoption
Raised in a loving home.
Small size, affectionate,
and ready for their forev-
er home. Adoption is free,
but a small rehoming fee
is required to ensure they
are going to a committed
and responsible home. If
interested, contact: vang-
botou488@gmail.com.
R27216/R27217/10-3

LOOKING FOR 1 ACRE OF
LAND. Call 731-358-3967.
R27202/9-4

WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS IS! No repairs. No
fuss. Any condition. Easy
three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get
your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-877-551-1426. (TnScan)

AVAILABLE — 4,000 SQ.
FT. NEXT TO H&R BLOCK,
at Cedar Street Plaza, 1926
Cedar Street, McKenzie. Call
731-352-2189. A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq.
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway
79 Highland Mall, across
from the post office. Call 731-
352-2189. A5404/44-TF

BANKRUPTCY?

We are a debt relief agency
This firm helps people file for bankruptcy

relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889

WALKER, WALKER

i\& WALKER, PLC

Ken Walker

Richard Walker

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

Frontier

FOUNDATION
& CRAWL SPACE @epazr

NOT ALL FOUNDATION
CRACKS ARE COSMETIC

$300%

ANY
PROJECT

Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with any other offer or
promotional financing. Must be presented at time of inspection.
Limitations may apply. Expires 3/31/26.

844-978-3001

FrontierFoundations.com

L ———
g |

GET THE WORD 0OUT
ABOUT YOURNEXT AUC-
TION! Save Time & $$$.
One Call for All. Your ad
can appear in this newspa-
per + 101 other TN newspa-
pers. For more info, contact
this newspaper’s classified
dept. or call Becky Moats
931-624-8916. (TnScan)

Site Work * Clearing * Ponds
* Basements * Trackhoe * Dozer
* Dirtpan * Skidsteer
* Sand * Gravel * Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

49 Broapway STREET, McKENzIE, TN 38201

PHoNE: 731-352-5307

Come see us for the best rates
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION

Monday, March 30, 2026 ¢ 6 P.M.

(soft close)

14055 PARIS STREET, HUNTINGDON, TN 38344
SELLING FOR WEST TENNESSEE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

Preview to be Monday, March 16, 2026, 1-3 P.M.
And Monday, March 23, 2026, 1-3 P.M.

2021 Ford F150 4x4, White, 4 door, cloth interior, 108,250 miles
— 2013 Polaris Ranger 800EFI 7,175 miles -2007 Ford 550 xI
super duty, Red, dump bed, 2wd, 132500 (BAD MOTOR) -
XLT 2021 4x4,White, 117275 miles, cloth interior 4 door - F150
XLT 2014 4x4 Red extended cab 168815miles 5.0v8 - F150 Lariat
2022, 4x4, White, 132225 miles, leather interior - AT 489 Carlisle
tires set of 4 - Ford F550 super duty 2014 Red crew cab 2wd with
utility bed with rack 293212 miles has motor issues - Ford F250
Red xl 4x4 four door 6.7 power stroke turbo diesel 2020 106553
miles - Firestone tires x4 and extra rim and tire - Ford F150 XLT
Red 2016 4x4 extended cab 203,000 miles - Ford F250 Red xI
2018 4x4 utility bed with rack 171,000 miles - Polaris ranger
4x4 570EFI 2014 629hours 4235miles - Ford ranger 2011 Red
extended cab 2wd 211,000 miles - Ford F250 Red 2016 extended
cab utility bed with rack 203,000miles 2wd - Texas pride trailer
2020 171t tilt bed 8ft stationary 8ft wide 25ft total 9000 pound
-Vending machine selling as is missing parts - FORD F150 RED
XL 4x4, 185050 miles 2019 - FORD F550, 4x4, extended cab,
6.7L Power Stroke, 2019, 86,350 miles, diesel, def, vinyl interior
(small tear in driver seat), utility bed with ladder rack, needs drive
shaft and rear end, transmission seems to be ok, will drive in 4
wheel drive but need to be hauled, is running.

**SALES TAX WILL BE CHARGED**
SOFT CLOSE AUCTION TO START ENDING
MONDAY, MARCH 30, 2026 AT 6 P.M. CENTRAL

F150

All items sold in AS IS Condition — payments to be made prior to pickup
of any items. Any shipping will be the responsibility of purchasers.
Payment options — Cash — Good Check —
3.5% for processing. Information is believed to be true please come
and inspect to verify buying AS IS.

if using Credit Cards add

A1865/10-2

TAYLOR REAL ESTATE & AUCTION, INC.

20300 East Main St. e Huntingdon, TN 38344

Toll Free 866-986-8578 * Local 731-986-8578
Web: www.taylor-realestate.com
E-mail: taylorea@taylor-realestate.com
Thomas Chad Taylor Auctioneer Lic # 5200

HANDYMAN

Steve
731-336-7063

HOME SERVICES

R27151/8-4

Drywall Repair
Trim Work
Vinyl Plank Flooring

Window, Door, Cabinet Install

., }"s

Debris Haul Out
Painting

4 N [ N\ [ N\
OSSEZ e 5] Arhish A e Her
Municipal S e Nicky = * Water Heaters
e <© { Commercial < Buford Tlor JoE g * Sewer & Drain
Irrigation Well Drilling Valarie McMackin Cleam'ng
WELL DRILLING Pump Sales and Service 731-418-2313 S]AFFORD o Sewer Lines
: Jason Artymovich o
Crane Service/Rental §86.243.3957 REAL ESTATE * Toilets & Tubs  py UMBING and SEWER
73]'4]5'6550 Over 30 years of experience Blake Cossey Fi%ding Hearts a Home i l.eaky Faucets
731-607-8643 : . .
Russell BCISfOI’d, Owner Maleah Hollingsworth  nickyjoestaffordrealestate@outlook.com Waf.er l..mes 2 4'H OUR S E RV’ CE
. 731-694-7871 www.stafford-realestate.com * Drain Lines
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Micah Hart places Bethel University’s name plate as the winner of the Duer Quad-
rant in the NAJIA Tournament.

Lady Wildcats Advance to NAIA Final 16

COURTESY BETHEL SID

MCcKENZIE (March 14) —
The Bethel Lady Wildcats
are headed back to Sioux
City.

Behind a dominant per-
formance from Micah Hart
and a strong defensive ef-
fort, Bethel defeated Hun-
tington (Ind.) 73-56 Sat-
urday afternoon at Crisp
Arena to advance to the
Round of 16 of the NAIA
Women's Basketball Nation-
al Championship in Sioux
City, Iowa.

Bethel (27-5) controlled
the game from the start,
jumping out to a 16-6 lead
after the first quarter. The
Lady Wildcats’ defense
forced Huntington into dif-
ficult shots early, setting
the tone for the rest of the
afternoon.

Huntington battled back
in the second quarter,
matching Bethel with 22
points in the period, but the
Lady Wildcats maintained a
38-28 halftime advantage.

Bethel continued to build
its lead in the second half,
outscoring the Foresters
17-13 in the third quar-
ter before pulling away in
the fourth to secure the

17-point victory.

Micah Hart led the Lady
Wildcats with a dominant
31-point performance,
shooting 12-of-21 from the
field while adding six re-
bounds and four steals.

Mikee Buchanan record-
ed a double-double with
15 points and 12 rebounds,
while MJ Simmons added
12 points on an efficient
5-of-6 shooting night. Se-
nior Madison Hart also
contributed 10 points, four
rebounds, five assists, and
two blocks in the victory.

Bethel forced 25 Hunting-
ton turnovers and turned
those opportunities into
32 points, a key factor in
the win. The Lady Wildcats
also finished with 15 steals
as they disrupted the For-
esters’ offense throughout
the game.

Huntington was led by
Liv Raby, who scored 17
points on 6-o0f-8 shooting
day.

Bethel Head Coach
Chris Nelson praised his
team’s defensive intensi-
ty and composure in the
postseason.

“We talked all week about
staying locked in defensive-
ly and taking care of the

basketball,” Nelson said.
“Our pressure created a lot
of opportunities for us, and
when Micah gets going like
that it gives our whole team
confidence. I'm really proud
of how our group respond-
ed today”

Senior Madison Hart re-
flected on the moment and
the opportunity ahead as
the Lady Wildcats prepare
for Sioux City.

“This team has worked
so hard all season for mo-
ments like this,” Hart said.
“To advance with this group
and keep playing together
means everything. We're
excited for the chance to
go to Sioux City and keep
competing”

With the win, Bethel ad-
vances to the NAIA National
Championship Round of
16, which will be played in
Sioux City, Iowa, next week
as the Lady Wildcats con-
tinue their postseason run.

The Lady Cats play Fri-
day versus No. 4 seed Lewis
Clark State with tip-off slat-
ed for 11 am. CT.

The Cats reached the Fab
Four last year before falling
to eventual national cham-
pion Dordt.
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HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL

SPORTS

Above Left, Lady Rocket shortstop Molly Williams fields a grounder and makes
the throw to first for the out. Above Right, Lady Rebel Addyson Littleton slides
into second base ahead of the throw for one of her two stolen bases on the night.
Below Left, Lady Rebel Maggie Hall is all smiles as she rounds the bases on her
first career home run. Below Right, Lady Rocket Lainey Glosson slides into sec-
ond base ahead of the throw for a stolen base. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner
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McKenzie Opens Season
With Win Over Clarksburg

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (March 9)
— McKenzie High School
hosted district foe Clarks-
burg Monday to begin the
softball season. The Lady
Rebels jumped out to an
early lead and cruised to
a 10-0 win in five innings.

McKenzie scored three
runs in the bottom of the
first, five in the second and
two in the fifth to end the
contest.

Lady Rebel Maggie Hall

was 2-for-3 with a home
run (her career first), a dou-
ble, an RBI and two runs
scored. Aurora Johnson
was 2-for-3 with two dou-
bles and two RBIs. Braylin
Auvenshine was 1-for-2
with a triple, an RBI and a
run scored. Kynadie Brown
was 2-for-3 with a walk, two
RBIs, two runs scored and
two stolen bases. Addyson
Littleton was 2-for-3 with
two RBIs and two stolen
bases. Haylee Beard was
1-for-2 with a walk and two
runs scored. Kailie Hudgins

and Addison Milam (McK-
enzie) were both 0-for-3
with a run scored.

Lady Rocket Cari Glos-
son was 1-for-1 with a walk
and a stolen base. Lainey
Glosson was 1-for-2 with a
stolen base. Addison Milam
(Clarksburg) was 1-for-2.

Aurora Johnson earned
the complete-game shut-
out for McKenzie, allowing
three hits with two walks
and seven strikeouts in five
innings.

Addison Milam took the
complete-game loss for
Clarksburg, allowing ten
runs (five earned) on nine
hits while walking two and
striking out four in four
and two-thirds innings.

HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER

Rebels Top Gibson County, 4-2

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

DYER (March 12) —
McKenzie High School
traveled to Gibson Coun-
ty Thursday for a soccer
match and won, 4-2.

Rebel Aiden Mason
scored a pair of goals, and

Wyatt Brewer and Jony Her-
nandez each had one. Liam
Moore had two assists, and
Triztan Vela had one.

McKenzie goalkeeper
Sawyer Nunnery had five
saves in the win.

The Rebels travel to De-
caturville to face Riverside
Friday at 5:30 p.m.

McKenzie Beats Liberty Tech

McKENZIE (March
10) — McKenzie High
School hosted Liber-
ty Tech Tuesday and
were victorious 7-2.
Jony Hernandez had a
hat trick (three goals)
and had an assist. Liam
Moore scored two goals
and had two assists.
Aiden Mason and Cash
Garner each scored a
goal. Pictured is Bran-
son Baker driving the
ball into Liberty terri-
tory. Photo by Davarion

Gilbert/The Banner

MANAGED

COMMUNICATIONS GROUP

Over 25 Years of Experience

STOP THE CHAOS.
STOP THE DOWNTIME.

MIDDLE SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL

R W TR

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

Carroll had one kill.

Following the historic win,
Head Coach Hannah Whitworth

in straight sets.

McKENZIE (March 12) —
McKenzie Middle School’s new-
est athletic program, volleyball,
earned its first win Thursday,
sweeping Martin Middle School

Both sets were competitive
and thrilling. The Lady Rebels
took the first set, 25-19, but fell
way behind to start the second
set. Rather than give up and
move on to a decisive third set,
they battled back and tied the
set at 13-13. After much back-
and-forth, McKenzie gained the
momentum late in the set for a
25-21 win and a match victory.

Lady Rebel Serenity Bobo
had eight aces and a kill. Willow
Stenberg had eight aces, three
kills and a dig. Macy Brooks had
seven aces. Madilyn Milam had

STOP THE SECURITY
RISKS.

One Call. One Team. Total
Accountability.

Managed Communications Group
replaces ALL your tech vendors with ONE
trusted partner.

Phone Systems « Internet « Cybersecurity
* Al « IT Support

brad.smith@callmcg.com
615-998-5998

R27235/10-4

three kills. Charlie Cassidy had
an ace and two assists. Abby

every single day.

Grade Night.

P—

told The Banner, “Our middle
school volleyball team earned
their first win tonight in the very
first season of our program, and
it was such a special moment
for these girls, as well as Coach
J[Jordan Jowers] and I. None of
them had ever played volley-
ball before this year, but they've
shown incredible determination,
heart and a willingness to learn

“It took time, patience and
a lot of hard work, but tonight
they proved that persistence
pays off. I'm so proud of how
they've grown as players and as
teammates, and this win means a
lot for the future of our program!”

The Lady Rebels will complete
their inaugural season Tuesday,
March 31 at home against Henry

County and celebrate Eighth

Left, The MMS Lady Rebels celebrate their first-ever volleyball victory. Right, Lady Rebel Macy Brooks
began the match with four straight aces and earned seven total in the win. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Lady Rebels Sweep Martin for First Program Victory

¥

Lady Rebel Madilyn Milam makes a strong
return. Milam had three kills in the win.

Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Littleton Homer Lifts Lady Rebels Over Houston County in Extras

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

ERIN (March 13) —
McKenzie High School
traveled Friday for a dis-
trict softball contest against
Houston County. Tied 1-1
after regulation, it took a
three-run home run by Ad-
dyson Littleton in the ninth
to secure a 4-1 win for the
Lady Rebels.

McKenzie struck first

with a run in the top of
the second, and the Lady
Irish tied it in the bottom
of the fourth. Littleton’s ho-
mer drove in the final three
runs in the top of the ninth.

Lady Rebel Addyson Lit-
tleton was 3-for-4 with a
home run, a double, three
RBIs and a run scored.
Kynadie Brown was 2-for-
5 with a double. Haylee
Beard was 1-for-3 with a
walk and two runs scored.

Braylin Auvenshine was
1-for-4 with a run scored.
Maggie Hall was 1-for-4.
Kailie Hudgins was 1-for-5.

Lady Irish Preslee Moore
was 2-for-4. Madelynn
Brooks was 1-for-3 with
a double, a walk and a
run scored. Addie Horn
was 1-for-4 with a dou-
ble. Brilee Anderson was
1-for-4. Peyton Brooks was
0-for-3 with a walk and two
stolen bases.

Aurora Johnson earned
the complete-game win
in the circle for McKenzie,
allowing one unearned run
on five hits while walking
two and striking out five in
nine innings.

Brilee Anderson took the
complete-game loss for
Houston County, allow-
ing four earned runs on
nine hits while walking one
and striking out 11 in nine
innings.
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Left, Bryson Bolen got the start for Huntingdon on the mound, allowing three
runs (two earned) on four hits while walking five and striking out three in two
and a third innings. Right, Rebel pitcher Seth Stafford catches a pop-up in the
shallow infield. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Mustangs Edge Rebels, 7-6

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (March
9) — McKenzie Middle
School hosted Huntingdon
Monday for a conference
baseball contest. A back-
and-forth battle ended in a
7-6 Mustang win after five
innings, cut short for the
two-hour time limit.

The Rebels struck first
with a run in the bottom of
the first and added another
in the second. Huntingdon
plated three in the top of
the third to take the lead,
but McKenzie scored three
in the fourth for a 6-3 lead.
The Mustangs managed
the four runs needed to
take the lead in the fifth
and held the Rebels score-
less in the home half to
claim the win.

Mustang Max Kelley was

3-for-3 with a double and
two RBIs. Bryson Bolen
was 2-for-3 with an RBI,
a run scored and a sto-
len base. Cohen Gray was
1-for-3 with a walk, an RBI
and a run scored. Banks
Butler was 1-for-2 with a
run scored. Griffin Todd
was 1-for-3 with an RBI.
Bryce Maddox was 0-for-2
with two walks, an RBI and
a run scored. Elijah Harris
was 0-for-1 with a walk
and a run scored. Miller
Holmes was 0-for-2 with
a walk and a run scored.
Rebel Seth Stafford was
2-for-3 with an RBI, two
runs scored and two stolen
bases. Lane Brown was
1-for-1 with a walk, two
RBIs and a run scored. Jake
Ghyers was 1-for-1 with
an RBI and a stolen base.
Dierks Ghyers was 1-for-3
with a walk and a stolen

base. Leighem Broyles was
0-for-1 with a walk and a
run scored.

Bryson Bolen got the
start for Huntingdon on
the mound, allowing three
runs (two earned) on four
hits while walking five and
striking out three in two
and a third innings. Bryce
Maddox pitched the final
two and two-thirds innings
and earned the win, allow-
ing three earned runs on
one hit while walking two
and striking out one.

Seth Stafford started for
McKenzie and took the
loss, allowing six runs (five
earned) on six hits while
walking three and striking
out five in four innings.
Leighem Broyles pitched
the final inning, allowing
one earned run on two
hits while walking two and
striking out one.

McKenzie Teacher Attends Presidential
Leadership Professional Development

McKENZIE — McKen-
zie Middle School eighth
grade social studies teacher
David Hochreiter recent-
ly attended a specialized
professional development
program hosted by the
Mount Vernon Ladies’ As-
sociation at the William J.
Clinton Presidential Library.
The program focused on
the leadership of George
Washington and the chal-
lenges he faced guiding the
nation through the Amer-
ican Revolution and the
difficult process of forming
a new federal government.
During the training, Hoch-
reiter studied Washington’s
leadership decisions during
the Revolutionary War and
his role in shaping the early
United States under the new
Constitution. The program
examined how Washing-
ton’s leadership helped sta-
bilize a young nation and
set precedents that contin-
ue to influence American
government today.

Hochreiter said the ex-
perience provided valuable
insight into the founding
of the United States and
strengthened his ability to
teach these important top-
ics to his students.

“Professional develop-
ment like this allows teach-
ers to connect more deeply
with the subjects we teach,”
Hochreiter said. “When ed-
ucators have opportunities
to learn directly from his-
torians, primary sources
and historical institutions,
it strengthens our under-
standing and helps us bring
these stories to life in the
classroom.

A highlight of the event
was the opportunity to view
several original documents
on loan from the Nation-
al Archives and Records
Administration, including
the United States Bill of
Rights and the Thirteenth,
Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendment to the United
States Constitution. Seeing
these foundational docu-
ments in person provided
a powerful reminder of the
nation’s constitutional de-
velopment and the ongoing
expansion of civil rights in
American history.

“T am extremely grateful
to the McKenzie Special
School District and the lead-
ership at McKenzie Middle
School for making this op-
portunity possible,” Hoch-

Above, David Hochreiter is pictured next to a Brit-
ish Army uniform of a soldier who was captured
in Boston during the American Revolution after
the Boston Massacre. Below, David Hochreiter
took a photo with the presidential limousine
used during President Clinton’s administration.
Bottom, David Hochreiter attended a specialized
professional development program hosted by the
Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association at the William
J. Clinton Presidential Library in Little Rock, Ark.

Submitted photos

reiter said. “Professional de-

velopment events like this
are crucial in ensuring that
educators stay informed
with the most up-to-date
scholarship and teaching
strategies in their subject
areas.

Hochreiter believes that
experiences like this ulti-
mately benefit students as
much as teachers.

“When teachers contin-
ue learning, students ben-
efit” he added. “Training
like this helps us provide

richer lessons, deeper his-
torical understanding, and
more engaging classroom
discussions.”

By investing in high-qual-
ity professional develop-
ment opportunities, schools
ensure that educators re-
main connected to the latest
research, primary sourc-
es and historical scholar-
ship—helping students
gain a stronger and more
meaningful understanding
of the history that shaped
the United States.

State Officer Carlton Townes had the honor of presenting Avery Brown, Sophie Cole
and Cole Brown with their second-place award in Finance Operations Research.
Submitted photo

McKenzie High School DECA
Attends Chattanooga Conference

CHATTANOOGA —
Twenty-nine members of
the McKenzie High School
DECA joined over 3,500 high
school business, finance,
hospitality and marketing
students at the annual asso-
ciation career development
conference held February
24-27, 2026, at the Chatta-
nooga Convention Center.

The following students
received awards and place-
ments in the following
categories:

Brody Berryhill and Gra-
cie Aird placed first in Inter-
national Business Plan.

Avery Brown, Cole Brown
and Sophie Cole placed sec-

ond in Finance Operations
Research.

Makayla Dabbs and Kins-
ley Wilson placed third in
Integrated Marketing Cam-
paign - Service.

Carlton Townes received
acknowledgment for serving
as DECA TN Vice President
of Marketing, and Sophie
Cole sang the opening Na-
tional Anthem. Both are
first-time honors for the
school.

These students will ad-
vance to international level
competition at the DECA
International Career Devel-
opment Conference April
25-28, 2026, in Atlanta, Ga.

DECA’s industry-validat-
ed competitive events are
aligned with the National
Curriculum Standards in the
career clusters of marketing,
business management and
administration, finance, and
hospitality and tourism.

DECA’s competitive
events directly contribute
to every student being col-
lege and career-ready when
they graduate from high
school. More than 300 busi-
ness professionals evaluated
the members’ performance
in the format of role-plays,
case studies and prepared
presentations.

JM Well Service Celebrates Ribbon-Cutting

HUNTINGDON (March 13) — JM Well Service had a brief ribbon-cutting cer-
emony Friday morning at the Carroll County Civic Center. Named in memory
of James Melton, JM Well Service is a water well pump installation business
that operates within 100 miles of Huntingdon, Tenn. Call 731-986-5106 or 731-
427-5991 for a consultation.

From Determination to the Gulf: Local
Sisters Ride for a Cause in ‘She to Sea

When you clip into your
pedals before sunrise, the
air is still cool and the miles
ahead stretch farther than
you can see. Five hundred
miles in five days is not
something most people
would willingly attempt.

But for the women par-
ticipating in the She to Sea
cycling fundraiser, the ride is
about far more than distance.

Now in its fifth year, She
to Sea is a women'’s endur-
ance ride that begins at the
West Cancer Foundation in
Memphis and ends on the
Florida Gulf Coast near Sea-
grove Beach. The event was
founded by Kirsten Sass, of
McKenzie, and a small group
of friends who wanted to cre-
ate a women’s counterpart
to the long-running Ride to
Rosemary, a men’s cycling
fundraiser held each fall.

“We decided to call it She
to Sea so we weren't tied to
one destination,” Sass said.
“As long as it ended at a
beach, we were good.”

Because the men'’s ride
takes place in October, the
women scheduled theirs in
March, which means training
through winter weather. Sass
said the riders embrace the
challenge.

“Endurance sports teach
you that sometimes the
conditions aren’t perfect,’
Sass said. “You keep going

The group has grown slow-
ly over the years to maintain
its close-knit feel. This year,
26 women will take part in
the ride, traveling more than
500 miles over five days from
Tennessee to the Gulf Coast.

Support vehicles travel
alongside the riders to assist
with traffic and mechanical
needs. Sass’s husband drives
an RV that serves as a mo-
bile aid station and midday
lunch stop. Riders largely
cover their own travel, lodg-
ing and equipment expenses
so that fundraising dollars
can go directly to the cause.

The real goal is rais-
ing money for the cause,
and the results have been
remarkable.

Sisters Kirsten Sass and Robyn Hatler will ride in the
She to Sea cycling fundraiser for the second year in a
row. Submitted photo

Last year, the event raised
more than $122,000 for the
West Cancer Foundation.
Donations support pro-
grams that assist Mid-South
cancer patients, including
breast cancer screenings,
post-mastectomy prostheses,
transportation to treatment,
free wigs for chemotherapy
patients and compression
garments for those with
lymphedema.

“We all know someone
who has been affected by
cancer,” Sass said. “When
the ride gets hard — when
we're tired, sore, or wonder-
ing if we can keep going —
we think about the people
fighting cancer. And we know
what we're going through is
nothing compared to that”

For the second year, Sass
will ride alongside her sister,
Robyn Hatler. Both credit
their late father, Volker Win-
Kler, for introducing them to
endurance sports and the
resilience that comes with
them.

“Endurance sports teach
you resilience,” Sass said.
“They teach you to keep

moving forward even when
things get hard”

This year’s riders will pedal
in honor of those currently
battling cancer, including
some local friends: Lindsey
Barnett, Angie Hones and
Theresa Reynolds.

They are also riding in
memory of those who have
lost their battles with the dis-
ease, including family friend
Charles T. “Buzzy” Wicker,
who passed away last March
after a three-year fight with
cancer.

The public is invited to
attend the official send-off at
8:30 am. Saturday, March 21,
at the West Cancer Founda-
tion in Memphis. Supporters
are encouraged to arrive by
8 am.

Community members can
donate through the riders’
fundraising pages for Robyn
Hatler and Kirsten Sass, or
contribute to ride expenses
via Venmo at @Kirsten-Sass.

For the riders, every mile
represents a step toward
helping others in the fight
against cancer.

Submitted by Kirsten Sass
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USA, USA, USA

1T’S UP TO YOU, YOU, AND YOU

WE are a people of principle and honor

WE reject masked, armed mercenaries
in our communities

WE uphold the constitution and
the rule of law

WE support a healthy national and
international economy, community,
and environment

WE value freedom of speech, the press,
assembly, religion, due process of law,
and the right to bear arms

WE oppose the illegal search and
seizure of individuals and property

WE defend civil and religious freedom
WE care about others and reject cruelty

WE are the people of the
United States of America

A government of the people, by
the people, and for the people

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
ONLY HAS THE POWER LISTED
INTHE CONSTITUTION

WITH THE PEACEFUL
POWER OF THE PEOPLE

SHOW UP

SHOUT, SING, AND STAND STRONG
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