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HUNTINGDON (February 18) — Dr. 
Jonathan Kee, director of schools for 
the Huntingdon Special School District 
(HSSD), has raised concerns about a 
possible reduction in local sales tax 
revenue that could significantly impact 
schools in Carroll County. Speaking 
during the district’s February 18 school 
board meeting, Kee outlined an issue 
tied to the way sales tax dollars are allo-
cated following the launch of a statewide 
virtual school operated by South Carroll 
(Clarksburg) Special School District.

The virtual school accepts students 

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (February 
18) — The Huntingdon Spe-
cial School District Board of 
Education met Wednesday 
afternoon to finalize amend-
ments to the 2025-26 school 
year calendar after the ten-day 
break caused by Winter Storm 
Fern.

The Huntingdon Special 
School District began the 
school year with 13 stockpile 
days. Two were used in the fall 
semester for staff development 
days, leaving 11 days available 
at the time of the winter storm. 
Because students were out for 

10 days, Director of Schools 
Dr. Jonathan Kee recommend-
ed for the board to amend 
the HSSD calendar to remove 
spring semester staff devel-
opment days — February 2 
and April 6 — and make them 
into regular instruction days. 
This way, HSSD will keep one 
available stockpile day in case 
of an emergency.

Ke e  a ssu re d  t h e  b o a rd 
that, if another storm were to 
occur in March, the district 
could still retroactively apply 
for the state waiver to get its 
ten stockpile days back. Right 

McKENZIE (February 16) — 
Bethel University announces three 
strategic leadership appointments 
that will further strengthen the 
University’s mission and distinctive 
extracurricular experiences. These 
appointments reflect Bethel’s con-

tinued commitment to Christ-cen-
tered leadership and institutional 
excellence. 

Garrett Burns Named Chaplain & 
Director of Strategic Initiatives 
Garrett Burns has been appoint-

ed Chaplain & Director of Strategic 

Initiatives, expanding his current 
service to the University into a 
dual-role leadership position re-
porting directly to the President. 

In this expanded role, Burns will 

The McKenzie Special 
School District (MSSD) Board 
of Education meets Tuesday, 
March 3, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
MSSD board room.

The following items are 
on the MSSD school board’s 
March agenda:

Consider for approval 
amendments to MSSD 25-
26 School Calendar (inclem-
ent-weather related).

Consider for approval 
2027-2028 District Calendar.

Consider for approval 
MHS DECA members (who 
qualify) to attend DECA 
International.

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

C A R R O L L  C O U N T Y 
(February 19) — Petitions 
are  in,  and bal lots  are 
locked for the May 5 pri-
mary and August 6 general 
county and school board 
elections. The deadline 
for any interested candi-
dates — party-affiliated or 
independent — running 
for county or school board 
seats was February 19 at 
noon.

Certified write-ins for any 
county or school board seat 
may be submitted to the 
Carroll County Election 
Commission for a short 
period of time.

The City of Clarksburg 
municipal election is also 
August 6, 2026. Interested 

BY BRITTANY MARTIN
brittany@mckenziebanner.com

WEAKLEY COUNTY (February 
20) — A preliminary hearing that 
was originally scheduled for Friday, 
February 20, 2026 in the first degree 
murder of a Weakley County Sher-
iff ’s Deputy has been waived and 
postponed until a later date. 

The suspect, Khristi Dawn Cun-
ningham, 44, from Stark Coun-
ty, Ohio, has waived the 14-day 

requirement for her preliminary 
hearing. The preliminary hearing 
has not been dismissed but will be 
reset at a later date.

According to court documents, 
the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Inves-
tigation has been subpoenaed as a 
witness.

The case remains in the prelimi-
nary stage, and a hearing will still be 
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Accepting new patients.
Now with extended hours

and walk-in’s welcome.

Hours:
Monday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Tuesday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

Carroll County
Family Health Care

641 R.B. Wilson Dr. | Huntingdon, TN 38344

731-986-7400
baptistonline.org/carrollcounty(L to R): Stephanie Slack-Allen, DNP, APRN, PMHNP-BC; Chris Blount, PA-C; Elly Riley, 

DO; Lori Holladay, NP; Jill Bennett, NP; Katharine Bullock, FNP; and Emily Ezell, DO.
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Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair

Belt, Hose Replacement

Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!
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The Huntingdon Town 
Council and Beer Board 
meets Tuesday, February 
24, at 5:15 p.m. at Hunting-
don City Hall. 

The Huntingdon Beer 
Board will consider an ap-
plication filed by CashSav-
er, located at 20150 Main 
Street East in Huntingdon, 
for a permit to sell beer 
at retail for off-premise 
consumption.

The following items are 
on the Huntingdon Town 
Council’s  Februar y 24 
agenda:

1. Public Hearing relating 
to the proposed amend-
ment to the Zoning Map to 
rezone a portion of proper-
ty located on R.B. Wilson 
Drive and Chickasaw Drive 
identified as Carroll County 
Tax Map 63, Parcel 49.03.

2. Ordinance No. 654, 
an ordinance amending 

the Official Zoning Map 
of Huntingdon, Tennes-
see, a portion of property 
(Tax Map 63, Parcel 49.03 
and adjacent right-of- 
way) located on R.B. Wil-
son Drive and Chickasaw 
Drive, which is owned by 
Ensley Dirtwork & Invest-
ment Properties LLC and 
Beaver Creek Management 
Group LLC, from H-M 
(Hospital-Medical) to R-1 
(Low-Density Residential), 
second and final reading.

3. Ordinance No. 655, 
an ordinance amending 
the Official Zoning Map of 
Huntingdon,

Tennessee, by rezoning 
a property (Tax Map 63, 
Parcel 23.00 and a portion 
of Crossroads Church right-
of-way located directly be-
tween the two sections of 
property being annexed) 
located at the Northeast 

corner of Northwood Drive 
and Crossroads Church 
Road from R-1 (Low-Densi-
ty Residential) to R-2 (Me-
dium-Density Residential). 
The property is owned by 
Ashlee Young and it is pro-
posed for development by 
Jason Kirby and Collin Mill-
er. The property comprises 
approximately 66.8 acres, 
first reading.

4. Consider the appoint-
ment of the executive di-
rector of The Dixie Carter 
Performing Arts Center.

5. Consider the request 
for the use of Edwards Park 
and Veterans Park on Sat-
urday, June 6, 2026 for soft-
ball tournament fundraiser 
for Jacob Warbritton.

6 .  C o n s i d e r  m ov i n g 
Tuesday, March 24, 2026 
regular monthly meeting 
to Tuesday, March 17, 2026.

Huntingdon Beer Board, Town 
Council to Meet February 24

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE — Sched-
uled for March 1, McKen-
zie’s second Community 
Prayer Service will empha-
size God’s love through all 
seasons of life — seasons of 
joy, seasons of waiting and 
seasons of struggle.

Event organizer Carlton 
Townes said he built this 
event around God’s faith 

and trustful encouragement 
throughout every season 
someone may encounter.

This Community Prayer 
Service features a panel of 
guests who will speak about 
their testimonies, sharing 
stories about the seasons 
they’ve endured and the 
ways God helped them 
through their struggles.

As with the Communi-
ty Prayer Service held in 
October 2025 at McKen-

zie’s downtown Veteran’s 
Park, this service will feature 
speakers from several local 
churches and faith-based 
organizations. Jacob Ervin 
will lead praise and worship.

The Community Prayer 
Service begins at 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, March 1 at the 
McKenzie Park Theatre. 
Guests of all ages, home-
towns and seasons are in-
vited to attend.

Community Prayer Service 
To Tackle Life’s Seasons

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (February 
12) — The City of McK-
enzie is going electric. 
City Mayor Ryan Griffin 
announced during McK-
enzie’s February city coun-
cil meeting that the city 
will soon receive $543,255 
from an Electric Vehicle 
(EV) grant. With this mon-
ey, the city will purchase 
four all-electric trucks.

These trucks will  re-
place Public Works Di-

rector Johnny Mercer’s 
dump truck, along with 
trucks used by the Water 
Department and Parks 
Department.

M c Ke n z i e’s  c u r r e n t 
dump trucks cost the city 
roughly $700 per month to 
operate ($8,400 per year). 
The EV trucks will cost $2 
per day to operate ($730 
per year).

The city will also pur-
chase three EV chargers. 
Two of the chargers will 
be installed for city depart-
ments’ use only. One EV 

charger will be installed 
downtown for public use. 
Currently,  the lone EV 
charger in McKenzie is at 
Peppers Ford.

Mayor Griffin hopes the 
public charger will encour-
age customers to shop at 
d o w n t o w n  b u s i n e ss e s 
while charging their cars.

T h e  p r o j e c t  c o s t s 
$724,340 total. The city 
will need to pay $181,000. 
Mayor Griffin said he will 
bring forward proposals to 
handle these expenses in 
the coming months.

McKenzie to Purchase EV 
Dump Trucks, Chargers

McKENZIE — E.W. James 
welcomes Jason Sellers 
back to McKenzie, Tenn., 
as the store manager of 
Save-A-Lot, Highland Drive, 
McKenzie.

Jason’s career with the 
E.W. James company, own-
er of E.W. James Supermar-
ket and Save-A-Lot in McK-
enzie, began as a senior in 
high school, when he start-
ed working as a cashier and 
in carry-out. Over the past 
36 years, he has built a deep 
knowledge of the compa-
ny, working in nearly every 
E.W. James store at some 
point during his career.

Jason holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Business 
from Bethel University and 
brings decades of experi-
ence, leadership, and ded-
ication to his role. He and 
his wife, LeAnn, have been 
residents of McKenzie since 
1998. 

Jason’s goal for the Save-
A-Lot store is simple and 
meaningful. He wants to 
make a great store even 

better. He takes pride in 
his work,  values a cus-
tomer-first mindset, and is 
known for never meeting 
a stranger. Jason is excited 

to reconnect with famil-
iar faces and looks forward 
to serving the McKenzie 
community he proudly calls 
home.

Jason Sellers

Sellers is New Manager of Save-A-Lot

NORTHWEST TENNES-
SEE — Northwest Tennes-
see Tourism Association 
(NWTTA) has released a 
brand-new destination vid-
eo celebrating the region’s 
signature theme, “Small 
Towns, Big Experiences.” A 
year in the making, the new 
video invites travelers to 
take a fresh look at North-
west Tennessee through 
a fast-paced, story-driven 
tour of standout attrac-
tions, eats, and outdoor 
adventure.

This regional video proj-
ect was produced through 
a collaboration with Adels-
berger Marketing (Jackson, 
Tenn.) and Crove Media 
(Paris, Tenn.), combining 
strategic destination market-
ing with cinematic storytell-
ing and local creative talent.

The video features 
six locations across 

Northwest Tennessee:
• Discovery Park of Amer-

ica — Union City, Tenn.
• Crown Winery — Hum-

boldt, Tenn.
• Southland Safari Cabin 

Rentals & Guided Tours 
— Yuma, Tenn.

• Reelfoot Lake & South-
shore Resort — Sam-
burg, Tenn.

• The Grind Mac & Cheese 
Burger Bar — Martin, 
Tenn.

• Eiffel Tower Splash Park 
— Paris, Tenn.
T h e  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r 

is  Townes Boyd of  Par-
is,  Tenn. ,  a  sophomore 
at  B ethel  University  in 
McKenzie, Tenn.,  and a 
member of the universi-
ty’s Renaissance program. 
The video follows Boyd 
through a snapshot of the 
region’s offerings showcas-
ing how Northwest Ten-
nessee pairs memorable, 
high-quality experiences 
with the welcoming, au-
thentic charm of small-
town communities.

“ This video marks an 
exciting step forward for 
No r t hw e st  Te n n e ss e e,” 
said Kasey Muench, Ex-
ecutive Director of  the 
N o r t h w e s t  Te n n e s s e e 
Tourism Association. “Our 
goal is to grab attention 
in key drive markets and 

s p a r k  t h a t  m o m e n t  o f 
‘Wait… that’s  in North-
west Tennessee?’ Whether 
you’re coming for family 
fun, wildlife, a weekend 
getaway, or a great meal, 
we want visitors to see just 
how much our corner of 
the state has to offer, and 
then come experience it 
for themselves.”

A Launchpad for
What’s Next

NWTTA emphasized that 
this video is part of a bigger, 
ongoing effort to promote 
all nine counties of North-
west Tennessee.

“Any single video can 
only capture a snapshot 
of a region this diverse,” 
M u e n c h  a d d e d .  “ T h i s 
project is a starting point, 
and we’re excited about 
what comes next.” NWTTA 
looks for ward to devel-
oping additional content 
and future video projects 
that continue to showcase 
more communities, more 
stories, and more experi-
ences across Northwest 
Tennessee as we advance 
our mission to promote 
the entire region.

Plan Your Trip with
The 2026 NWTN
Visitors Guide

To help travelers plan 
their next getaway, NWTTA 
also announced the 2026 
NWTN Visitors Guide is 
now available both online 
and in print. The guide can 
be viewed online at www.
nwtntourism.com, and vis-
itors may also request a 
physical guide to be mailed 
directly to them.

Save the Date: 
Cornerstone Tourism 

Awards
NWTTA is also preparing 

for its 2nd Annual Corner-
stone Tourism Awards, cel-
ebrating tourism excellence 
across Northwest Tennes-
see. The event will take place 
Thursday, April 23, 2026, at 
Discovery Park of Ameri-
ca in Union City, Tennes-
see. Sponsorship and table 
opportunities are currently 
available for businesses and 
community partners who 
want to support the event 
and gain regional visibility. 
More information is available 
at www.nwtntourism.com/
cornerstone-awards/.

Media Resources
For your convenience, 

NWTTA has provided the 
following resources:

V i d e o  ( Y o u T u b e ) : 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=g4ygXwq51TE

Trip-planning tools + 2026 
Visitors Guide: https://nwtn-
tourism.com/visitors-guide/

About Northwest 
Tennessee Tourism 

Association (NWTTA)
The Northwest Tennessee 

Tourism Association pro-
motes the nine-county region 
of Benton, Carroll, Crockett, 
Dyer, Gibson, Henry, Lake, 
Obion, and Weakley counties 
by highlighting attractions, 
events, and experiences that 
make the area a destination 
for visitors. Through collabo-
rative marketing, events, and 
advocacy, NWTN Tourism 
supports local businesses 
and drives economic growth 
across the region.

Northwest Tennessee Tourism 
Releases New ‘Small Towns, Big 
Experiences’ Destination Video

BY BRITTANY MARTIN
brittany@mckenziebanner.com

MARTIN, Tenn. (Feb-
ruary 19) — A man faces 
multiple charges after he 
allegedly failed to report 
a dead body, moved the 
body of the deceased and 
attempted to clean the 
scene at a Martin residence. 

Investigators claim Eli-
sha Stewart, 24, discovered 
the body of Mr. Alexander 
Warren on or around Feb-
ruary 13 and failed to notify 
authorities.

Stewart has been charged 
with Abuse of Corpse, Fab-
ricating/Tampering with 
Evidence, Failure To Report 
Discovery of Dead Body, 
and Aggravated Cruelty To 
Animals.

According to the affidavit, 

On February 19, 2026 at ap-
proximately 1046 hours, the 
Weakley County Sheriff ’s 
Office responded to Troy 
Road in Martin, Tenn. in 
reference to a possible dead 
body on the property.

Through investigation, 
it was determined the vic-
tim, Mr. Alexander Warren, 

had been deceased for 
sometime in an upstairs 
bedroom.

It was discovered that the 
defendant found the victim 
deceased on or around Feb-
ruary 13, 2026 and failed to 
notify the Sheriff or his of-
fice. Also, it was determined 
that the defendant did move 
the body from within the 
residence to the backyard. 
Then, it was discovered that 
the defendant attempted to 
clean the upstairs floor to 
get rid of any evidence of a 
dead body.

The defendant did unlaw-
fully and with no justifiable 
purpose kill a small dog that 
belonged to the victim.

This incident did occur in 
Weakley County, Tenn.

A court hearing will be 
held for Stewart on March 4.

Man Charged with Corpse Abuse, 
Evidence Tampering, Animal Cruelty

Elisha Stewart, 24

BY SHANNON MCFARLIN
Forever Communications

LAND BETWEEN THE 
LAKES (February 20) — 
The Piney Campground 
area in the Land Between 
the Lakes had a visit from 
a black bear and LBL of-
ficials said this morning 
that’s not as uncommon 
as you might think. “While 
we think a couple pass 
through each year,  we 
don’t always get a glimpse 
of them. A hunter’s trail 
cam caught this guy wan-

dering near Piney Camp-
ground and the Fort Henry 
Trail System” in Stewart 
County. “Please be aware 

of wildlife when hiking or 

recreating on the southern 

end”, they said. LBL photo.

Black Bear Spotted in 
Piney Campground Area

Featured in the video is Townes Boyd of Paris, Tenn., a sophomore at Bethel Uni-
versity in McKenzie, Tenn., and a member of the university’s Renaissance program. 
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from across Tennessee, 
and Kee expressed that 
its statewide enrollment 
has created unintended 
consequences for how 
l o c a l  s a l e s  t a x  f u n d s 
are distributed.  Under 
current funding mech-
anisms, Carroll County 
sales tax dollars could 
be redirected to support 
students who live out-
side the county, including 
those in East and Middle 
Tennessee, rather than 
those attending in-person 

schools within Carroll 
County.

“ T h e  m a i n  i s s u e  i s 
whether it’s appropriate 
for Carroll County sales 
tax dollars  to  e ducate 
students who do not live 
here, whose parents do 
not work here, and who 
do not spend their money 
here,” Kee said.

If legislative action is 
not taken, Kee warned 
HSSD could see a min-
i m u m  r e d u c t i o n  o f 
$125,000 in sales tax rev-
enue next year. He noted 
that this amount is equiv-
alent to at least two cer-
tified teaching positions, 
a loss he said would be 
significant for the district.

Kee said district lead-
ers have been in ongoing 
discussions with Senator 
John Stevens and Repre-
sentative Brock Martin to 
seek a legislative solution 
that would protect local 
funding.  He expressed 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o v e r 
lawmakers’ willingness 
to listen and engage in 
dialogue.

Kee said he hopes the 
issue wil l  be  resolve d 
during the current legis-
lative session this spring 
to prevent financial strain 
on Carroll County schools 
and ensure local tax dol-
lars remain focused on 
educating local students.

Kee
...From Front Page

now, he said, the district 
needs to exhaust all avail-
able stockpile days before 
applying for the waiver.

The board approved 
Kee’s  request  to make 
February 2 and April 6 
regular instruction days 
for HSSD students.

Kee also informed the 
board of a sizable surplus 
list, containing items such 
as CD players purchased 
in 2005, belonging to the 
district. The board voted 
to declare all items on the 
list as surplus, therefore 

allowing the district to 
dispose of them.

The school board also 
chose two student school 
board representatives for 
the 2026-27 school year. 
Rising senior Katherine 
Meggs and rising junior 
Lila Reed were selected 
to represent Huntingdon 
H i g h  S c h o o l  i n  H S S D 
school board meetings 
starting in June 2026.

H u n t i n g d o n  H i g h 
School’s  f irst  baseball 
game is March 10, Kee 
informed the board. That 
makes March 10 the dis-
trict’s official target date 
to get the field’s new press 
box finished. Now that 
the brick siding has been 
added to the structure, 

more progress  can be 
made. Kee reported that 
the building still needed 
heat and air units, ceiling 
tiles and cabinets.

Several  locations on 
H S S D  c a m p u s e s  w e re 
damaged by Winter Storm 
Fern. The batting cage at 
Fillies Field completely 
collapsed, and the gut-
ters on the middle school 
sustained damage from 
ice sliding off the roof. 
Kee said the district is 
working with its insur-
ance provider to report 
these damages.

The HSSD Board of Ed-
ucation’s next meeting is 
Wednesday, March 18, at 
5 p.m.

Calendar
...From Front Page

continue to provide pasto-
ral leadership to the cam-
pus community, along with 
Dr. Anne Hames, Dean of 
Chapel, while also serving 
as a strategic partner to the 
President on mission-criti-
cal initiatives. The position 
is designed to advance both 
the spiritual life and the 
University’s long-term stra-
tegic priorities. 

Burns has faithfully served 
Bethel since 2017 and brings 
more than a decade of full-
time ministerial experience. 
He holds a Master of Divinity 
from Memphis Theological 
Seminary and is an ordained 
minister in the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. 

In addition to his campus 
leadership, Burns serves as 
a lieutenant in the United 
States Navy Reserve, provid-
ing chaplain support to Ma-
rine Corps units across the 
country. His assignments 
have included service with 
Marine Forces Reserve and 
battalion-level units, deliver-
ing spiritual care and leader-
ship support in demanding 
operational environments. 
In 2025, he was named Dis-
tinguished Chaplain of the 
Year by the Military Chap-
lains Association. 

“Garrett leads with hu-
mility and steady convic-
tion,” said Dr. Perry Moulds, 
University President. “Ex-
panding his role strength-
ens both the spiritual life 
of  our campus and the 
strategic direction of our 
institution.”

Sheila Horne Appointed 
Director of University 

Admissions 
Sheila Horne has been 

appointed as Bethel Univer-
sity’s Director of University 
Admissions, where she will 
lead recruitment, admissions 
operations, and campus vis-
it experiences for first-year, 
transfer, dual-enrollment, 
and international students. 

Horne brings more than 
27 years of experience in 
higher education admis-
sions and non-profit de-
velopment, with a strong 

record of recruiting and 
enrolling students across 
traditional, transfer, adult, 
graduate, and online pop-
ulations. Most recently, she 
served as Associate Director 
of Transfer Admission at La 
Salle University, where she 
led recruitment initiatives, 
strengthened community 
college partnerships, and 
consistently met or exceed-
ed admissions targets. 

Her background also in-
cludes serving as Director 
of Adult, Graduate, and On-
line Admission at Belhaven 
University, where she led re-
cruitment planning and staff 
development and supported 
cross-functional collabo-
ration to enhance student 
engagement and outreach. 

Horne earned a Master 
of Christian Ministry Lead-
ership from Belhaven Uni-
versity and holds a Bach-
elor’s degree in Business 
Administration–Manage-
ment from the University 
of Mississippi. She is cur-
rently pursuing a Ph.D. in 
Strategic Leadership with 
a focus on Christian Min-
istry, further strengthening 
her commitment to mis-
sion-driven leadership in 
higher education. 

“Sheila is a seasoned ad-
missions leader who un-
derstands both strategy and 
the human side of recruit-
ment,” said Lougan Bishop, 
Vice President for Enroll-
ment & Advancement. “She 
knows how to connect with 
students, develop strong 
outreach efforts, and build 
teams that execute well. I’m 
grateful she’s joining us in 
this role.”

Dr. C. Scott Shepherd 
Named Interim 

Executive Director of the 
Renaissance Performing 

Arts Experience 
Dr. C. Scott Shepherd has 

been appointed Interim Ex-
ecutive Director of the Re-
naissance Performing Arts 
Experience, stepping into the 
role after previously serving 
as Associate Director of the 
Renaissance Program. 

In his role as Associate Di-
rector, Shepherd provided 
leadership that contributed 
to program visibility and 
recruitment. His familiarity 

with the program’s artistic 
standards and operational 
structure ensures continu-
ity and steady leadership 
during this transition. 

Shepherd brings more 
than two decades of expe-
rience in performing arts 
administration and lead-
ership across higher edu-
cation, nonprofit, church, 
and community settings. 
He has overseen large-
scale concerts, conferences, 
statewide choral initiatives, 
and complex artistic pro-
ductions, managing orga-
nizations of hundreds of 
members. His background 
includes executive leader-
ship roles within the South-
ern Baptist Church Music 
Conference, the Tennessee 
Baptist Church Music Con-
ference, and extensive work 
as a conductor, clinician, 
consultant, and educator 
throughout the region. 

He holds a Doctor of 
Worship Studies from the 
Robert E. Webber Insti-
tute for Worship Studies, a 
Master of Divinity from The 
Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, and a Bache-
lor of Music Education from 
Shorter University. 

“Scott understands the 
heart of Renaissance and 
the excellence it requires,” 
said Dr. Joe Hames, Inter-
im Provost. “His leadership 
provides continuity and 
confidence as the program 
continues to thrive.” 

With these appointments, 
Bethel University continues 
to build leadership strength 
across spiritual life, admis-
sions, and extracurricular 
experiences. Each of these 
leaders brings experience 
and dedication that will help 
the University confidently 
move into its next season of 
growth and impact.

About Bethel University 
Bethel University, locat-

ed in McKenzie, Tenn., is a 
Christian institution com-
mitted to academic excel-
lence and personal growth. 
Offering a diverse range of 
undergraduate, graduate, 
and professional programs, 
Bethel equips students to 
lead with purpose and im-
pact in their communities 
and beyond.

Bethel
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candidates must submit 
completed petitions by 
March 10 at noon to qual-
ify for the Clarksburg mu-
nicipal race.

Carroll  County Elec-
tion Commission Depu-
ty Administrator Jenni-
fer Hilliard provided the 
following list of qualified 
candidates for the May 5 
primary and August 6 gen-
eral election on February 
19 at 3:40 p.m.:

Circuit  Court Clerk 
(four-year term): 

Incumbent Sarah Brad-
berry (R)

County Mayor (four-
year term):

Incumbent Joseph G. 
Butler (R)

P r o p e r t y  A s s e s s o r 
(four-year term): 

John Austin (R)
County Clerk (four-

year term): 
Incumbent Darlene Kirk 

(I)
T r u s t e e  ( f o u r- y e a r 

term): 
Incumbent Paula Bolen 

(I)
R e g i s t e r  o f  D e e d s 

(four-year term):
Incumbent Natalie Mc-

Cullough Porter (D)
Chad Barnhart (R)
County Sheriff (four-

year term):
Joel Pate (R)
Tim Pratt (R)
Eric Sawyers (R)
Michael A. Smith (I)
Ryan White (I)
Road Supervisor (four-

year term): 
The county has reduced 

the number of road super-
visors from two to one, ef-
fective September 1, 2026.

I n c u m b e n t  R o n n i e 
Wade (I)

Otis Nesbitt (I)
William Jason Longmire 

(I)
Republican State Ex-

ecutive Committee Man:
Incumbent Ryan Elle-

good (R)
Republican State Exec-

utive Committee Woman:
Incumbent Tess Rob-

bins (R)
Democratic State Ex-

ecutive Committee Man:
James Benau (D)
The following county 

commission seats have 
four-year terms.

District 1 (Atwood, Ce-
dar Grove, Lavinia) - 3 
seats:

Incumbent Darrell Rid-
gely (R)

Incumbent Jimmy Hal-
ford (I)

Incumbent Randy Long 
(I)

District 2 (McLemores-
ville, Trezevant) - 2 seats:

Incumbent Daniel Lee 

Willman (R)
Incumbent Lana Y. Suite 

(I)
District 3 (Bruceton, 

Buena Vista, Sp. Grove, 
Vale) - 2 seats:

Brandy Boyd (R)
Will McMackin (I)
Amon Miller (I)
Dwayne Tordsen (I)
District  4 (Cannon, 

Hollow Rock, Macedo-
nia) - 2 seats:

Incumbent Morris Rog-
ers (R)

District 5 (Civic Cen-
ter) - 3 seats:

Incumbent Cyril Osti-
guy (R)

Incumbent Barry Mac 
Murphy (I)

Jimmy Crossett (R)
Paul D. Hugueley (I)
Rakaya Humphreys (I)
Anna Wheet (I)
Curt Taylor (I)
District 6 (Clarksburg, 

Concord, New Liberty, 
Westport) - 2 seats:

Incumbent Jimmy D. 
McClure (I)

Incumbent Phil ip E. 
Moore (I)

Madison Boyd Endres 
(R)

Kurt Hunley (I)
District 7 (Huntingdon 

Police Station) - 2 seats:
Incumbent Lori Dilla-

hunty (R)
I n c u m b e n t  W a l t e r 

Smothers (I)
Jimmie Sue Staten (D)
Lynn Grice (I)
District 8 (McKenzie 

Senior Citizens Center) 
- 2 seats:

Incumbent Jay Phipps 
(R)

Incumbent Willie Huff-
man (I)

District 9 (McKenzie 
Church of Christ, City 
Hall) - 3 seats:

In c u m b e n t  Ja s o n  R . 
Martin (I)

Incumbent Spiridon L. 
Roditis (I)

Ricky Price (I)
Carroll County School 

Board - three seats (four-
year terms)

District 1 (Lavinia, Ce-
dar Grove, Atwood, Mc-
Lemoresville, Trezevant, 
McKenzie Senior Citizens 
Center): 

Incumbent Mike Foster 
(I)

District 2 (Bruceton, 
Recycling Center, Hollow 
Rock, McKenzie Church 
of Christ, McKenzie City 
Hall):

Incumbent  Deborah 
Broadbent (I)

District 3 (Civic Cen-
ter, Clarksburg, Concord/
Westport, Huntingdon 
Police Station): 

Incumbent Charlotte 
Tucker (I)

Hollow Rock-Bruceton 
Special School District 
School Board - four seats

One District 16 Hollow 
Rock City seat (2-year 
unexpired):

Incumbent Johnathan 

Tedford (I)
One District 16 Bruce-

ton City seat (four-year 
term):

Incumbent Brandy Boyd 
(R)

One District 16 at-large 
seat (four-year term):

Incumbent April Hamp-
ton (I)

Eric Daniel Gonzalez (R)
One District 15 Bue-

na Vista seat (four-year 
term): 

I n c u m b e n t  M i c h a e l 
Graves (I)

Huntingdon Special 
School District School 
Board - two at-large seats 
(six-year term):

Incumbent Morgan But-
ler (I)

I n c u m b e n t  S h a w n a 
Smith (I)

M c K e n z i e  S p e c i a l 
School District School 
B oard -  four at-large 
seats (four-year term):

Candidates must live in 
Carroll County.

Incumbent Spiridon L. 
Roditis (I)

Brian Keith Stafford (I)
Brian Winston (I)
Renee Hobson (I)
Matthew Lane (I)
South Carroll Special 

School District School 
Board - two at-large seats 
(four-year term):

Keith E. Hollowell (R)
Sam Melton (I)
Brian Crum (I)
West Carroll Special 

School District School 
Board - three seats (four-
year term).

One Old County seat:
Linda Black (I)
One Old Atwood seat: 

No candidates.
One Old Trezevant seat 

(2-year unexpired):
In cumbent  Kel ly  M. 

Weaver (I)
Paul Mueller (I)
The City of Clarksburg 

will hold an election for 
mayor and two alderman 
positions on August 6.

C i t y  o f  C l a r k s b u r g 
Mayor:

Incumbent Howell W. 
Todd - filed 2/13

Jeff Reed - has yet to file
Two City of Clarksburg 

alderman positions:
Incumbent Barbara A. 

McClure - filed 2/18
Incumbent Judy Grant 

Smith - filed 2/18
Other offices on the Au-

gust 6 primary midterm 
election ballot are David 
Kustoff ’s U.S. Congressio-
nal District 8 seat, Bill Ha-
gerty’s U.S. Senate seat, Bill 
Lee’s Tennessee Governor 
seat, Tandy Darby’s Ten-
nessee House of Represen-
tatives District 76 seat and 
Brock Martin’s Tennessee 
House of Representatives 
District 79 seat.

Brock Martin (R) has 
f i le d a  pet i t ion to  for 
re-election to his House 
of Representatives District 
79 seat.

Ballots
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held to determine whether 
there is sufficient evidence 
to move the case forward.

A new court date has not 
been announced yet.

Case History
During the cold early 

morning hours of January 30, 
2026, Weakley County Sher-
iff’s Deputy Derrick Bonham 
was shot and killed while 
responding to the scene of 
a 911 call at the Days Inn in 
Martin, Tenn. At the request 
of 27th Judicial District At-
torney General Colin John-
son, Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation (TBI) special 
agents began investigating 
the on-duty homicide of 
the Weakley County deputy 
and announced the arrest of 
Khristi Dawn Cunningham 
(DOB: 12/14/81). 

The arrest warrant stated, 
“The undersigned affiant, 
after being duly sworn ac-
cording to the law, states 
that Khristi Dawn Cunning-
ham whose name is other-
wise unknown to the affi-
ant, committed the offense 
of T.C.A. 39-13-202 in the 
above [Weakley] county on 
or about January 30, 2026. 

“Further, affiant makes 
oath that the essential facts 
constituting said offense, 
the sources of affiant’s in-
formation, and the reasons 
why his/her information is 
believable concerning said 
facts are as follows: 

“On 01/30/2026 at ap-
proximately 0252 hours, 
Khristi Dawn Cunningham 
utilized the Weakley 9-1-
1 Call System to call in a 
“shots fired” call at the Days 
Inn (800 University St, Mar-
tin, TN) while firing a shot 
from a pistol at or near the 
Days Inn parking lot. Short-
ly thereafter, Cunningham 
drove to the parking lot of 
Pocket’s convenience store 
(821 University St.) and po-
sitioned herself in a location 
to observe Martin Police 
Department officers’ arriv-

al at the Days Inn. During 
this t ime,  Cunningham 
continued calling 9-1-1 and 
hanging up. Law enforce-
ment personnel were able 
to utilize the GPS location 
of Cunningham’s cell phone, 
which placed her cell phone 
at or near Pocket’s conve-
nience store. Subsequently, 
Weakley County Sheriff ’s 
Deputy Derrick Bonham ar-
rived at Pocket’s and parked 
beside Cunningham’s vehi-
cle. When Deputy Bonham 
made contact with Cunning-
ham, she was on a call with 
9-1-1. When the call ended, 
Deputy Bonham asked Cun-
ningham to exit her vehicle. 
According to Deputy Bon-
ham’s body-worn camera, 
Cunningham exited her 
vehicle, produced a pistol, 
and immediately shot Dep-
uty Bonham. Cunningham 
shot Deputy Bonham three 
more times while Deputy 
Bonham was incapacitated 
on the ground. Cunningham 
then fired two more shots 
in the direction of Martin 
Police Department officers 
who were in the parking 
lot of the Days Inn. Deputy 
Bonham died as a result of 
Cunningham premeditated-
ly and intentionally shoot-
ing him. This incident did 
occur in Weakley County, 
Tennessee.”

Derrick, age 37, is survived 
by his wife, Nicole Bonham 
of Greenfield, and three 
children, Harper, Hayden, 
and Hudson. He also leaves 
behind his mother, Ber-
tha Bonham; father, John 
Bonham; brother, John Boy 

(Cynthia) Bonham; neph-
ew and niece, Daniel and 
Frankie; in-laws, Troy and 
BeLynda Jones; uncle, Jerry 
Armes; and grandmother-
in-law, June Neblett.

Bonham’s funeral was on 
Monday, February 2, 2026, 
at 2 p.m. at the Greenfield 
School Gymnasium. Burial 
was in Highland Cemetery 
in Greenfield.

Suspect’s History
Khristi Dawn Cunning-

ham  is from Stark County, 
Ohio and worked for the 
Ohio Corrections Depart-
ment, according to North-
west Ohio news media. 

According to News5 of 
Cleveland, she worked as a 
manager at Indian River Ju-
venile Correctional Facility 
and as a corrections officer 
for the State of Ohio.

Indian River Juvenile 
Correctional Facility is in 
Massillon. A neighbor told 
News5 she saw law enforce-
ment outside Cunningham’s 
Canal Fulton home on Sat-
urday (after the shooting) 
but there hasn’t been any-
one at Cunningham’s home 
for a couple of weeks.

News5 reported that ac-
cording to records from the 
State of Ohio State Person-
nel Board of Review, Cun-
ningham filed a complaint 
alleging a violation of the 
state’s whistleblower pro-
tection. In the 2021 filing, 
it identified Cunningham 
as an operations manager 
for the Ohio Department of 
Youth Services.

The Board dismissed 
Cunningham’s appeal.

A spokesperson for the 
Ohio Department of Cor-
rections said Cunningham 
worked as a corrections offi-
cer at Richland Correctional 
Institution from December 
2023 until she resigned in 
September 2025, according 
to News5.

According to the Canton 
Repository, Cunningham 
and her husband were de-
scribed as Akron residents 
when they were featured 
in a 2011 ABC News sto-
ry about having Black and 
White twins.

Murder
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Weakley County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Derrick Bonham
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HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON
How To Make a Difference in the Life of a Child

Be Careful Whose Snake You Are Picking Up
I am not a member of 

an organized religious or-
ganization. I am a South-
ern Baptist. I’m not sure 
exactly what that means. 
When I was very young, 
feeling my way through 
the pitfalls of life, I was 
pretty sure chicken and 
sweet potato casseroles 
were involved.

Brother L .  H. Hatch-
er was as serious as a 
heart attack every time 
he stepped in that pul-
pit. Some Sunday morn-
ings he just cleared off a 
spot and went to shell-
ing down the corn. He 
preached with a zeal that 
couldn’t be faked, manip-
ulated, spindled, or mu-
tilated. He chased those 
poor, wayward Israelites 
from one side of that po-
dium to the other.

And somewhere along 
the way he’d have me re-
penting for things I didn’t 
know I had transgressed…
usually way before he fi-
nally got around to those 
thieves on the cross.

I tried to be the best 
young Christian I could 
be. And I wasn’t all that 
unclear on some of those 
ideas and parables Bro. 
Hatcher  love d into us 
from the Gospels of Luke 
and John. But, let me tell 
you, it was like some de-
mon was working against 
me when it got down to 
comprehending all  the 
rules and regulations set 
forth in most of Leviticus 
and ALL of Deuteronomy. 
Some of it seemed more 
than a normal young per-
son could survive.

I wanted to go to the 
picture show. I wanted 
to play baseball on Tues-
day and Saturday nights. 
I didn’t mind if Jane Hill 
called me on occasion. I 
wasn’t sure if Bro. Hatch-
er,  and G od,  were not 
teaming up to intrude on 
my fundamental rights to 
be a budding teenager.

It seems like there were 
a lot of “thou shalt not” 
sprinkled around in some 
of those Commandments. 

It could get so legalistic at 
times a body could come 
to believe that part of this 
Southern Baptist commit-
ment walk entailed long 
stints on the other side 
of the distant mountains 
chained to an aging, bald-
ing Tibetan Monk     

I  snuck up the street 
to the Methodist Church. 
Judy Creel’s father was the 
pastor. She had walking 
around sense. I wanted to 
see if it was handed down 
in the family by her dad. 
Dr. Creel wore a robe and 
had his hair cut shorter, 
but he sounded an awful 
lot like Bro. Hatcher.

I couldn’t tell one bit 
of difference between the 
two churches. Judy and 
a couple of her friends 
invited me down to the 
fellowship hall after the 
service. I’d never seen so 
much fried chicken and 
sweet potato casserole….

The Shiloh Presbyteri-
an Church was way out 
of town. Maybe I lived too 
close to “Church Street” 
to get a clear picture of 
the situation. The sheer 
number of churches in 
that one small area may 
be overcoming all other 
forces.

I spent three nights of 
a two-week revival at the 
Shiloh gathering search-
ing to see if there was any 
kind of different “guiding 
light” shining on me that 
Southern Baptist  were 
missing. Of course, you 
can see the problem right 
off. And I don’t think any 
church denomination on 
earth had the least bit to 
do with it.  

I was looking for God, 
or the church, or a good 
f r i e n d  t o  g i v e  m e  t h e 
inside scoop on what “I 
wanted the Bible” to tell 
me. Maybe I should have 
spent a moment listen-
ing to what God possi-
bly had in store for me! It 
sure is easy for us mor-
tals to get that backwards 
sometimes.

I figured I could stub-
born along until God fi-

nally came around to see-
ing it my way. You need 
to study some Old Testa-
ment Israelite history and 
see how that worked out 
for them.

This is not about be-
ing disobedient or some 
kind of wild child. I was 
neither. I knew my par-
ents, Bro. Hatcher, and 
an entire church body 
love d me.  But  I  could 
be my own worst ene-
my at times, and down-
right selfish, and prideful, 
when the moment called 
for it….

Except for the snakes. 
We were at a Primitive 
Baptist Church in the Ap-
palachian Mountains in 
East Tennessee when I 
was in college. I found out 
quickly they are no kin to 
Southern Baptist when 
they brought out the rat-
tlesnakes. Those things 
were hissing,  twirl ing, 
craning their necks…and 
what I took to be a dea-
con was handing them 
out to be passed down 
the rows!

I never even stuck my 
hand up. When the lady 
next to me turned and 
extended our snake, I said 
as humbly as I knew how, 
“Ma’am, there is  not a 
greedy bone in my body. 
You just give my snake to 
your sister-in-law sitting 
behind us.” 

I met Reverend Dave 
Fernandez not long after 
I moved to Port St. Joe. As 
is his wont, we almost im-
mediately got around to 
Heavenly matters. I might 
h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  G o d 
didn’t always follow right 
in line with me. Bro. Dave 
rather quickly pointed 
out that if I thought the 
line formed around me, 
I was in for a miserable 
life…and a worse eternity.

And he wasn’t a Meth-
odist, Presbyterian, OR 
Southern Baptist…. 

Respectfully, 
Kes

kesley45@aol.com

W hy  i s  i t  t h a t  s o m e 
p e o p l e  c a n  o v e rc o m e 
childhood trauma and 
become active, thriving 
a d u l t s  a n d  o t h e r s  a re 
crushed by it and never 
recover? That question 
has plagued me through 
the years, and I wished I 
could figure it out.

Now, though, research 
has finally given us some 
answers. We’ve figured 
out that the following ele-
ments were present in the 
childhoods of those who 
became resilient:

• Other people helped 
their mother and father 
take care of  them and 
made them feel loved. 

• Someone in the fam-
ily enjoyed playing with 
them when they were an 
infant.

• There were relatives 
who made them feel bet-
ter if  they were sad or 
worried.

• They felt  l ike their 
parents’ friends or their 
neighbors liked them.

• Teachers,  coaches, 
youth leaders, or minis-
ters were there to help.

• Someone in the fam-
ily cared about how they 
were doing in school.

• When they felt really 
bad, they could almost 
always find a trusted per-
son to talk to.

• People told them they 
were capable and could 
get things done.

Here’s what most peo-
p l e  d o n ’ t  u n d e r st a n d : 
there are so many chil-
dren living lives of qui-
et desperation in homes 
that are filled with chaos 
and neglect.  These are 
children we see going in 
and out of school every 
day, attending our church 
every week, coming home 
with our (grand)children 
to spend the night or to 
play, playing in the band, 
playing sports  or  per-
haps even at our family 
reunions. 

The thing is you can 
never tell  which kid is 
struggling simply by look-
ing at them. They’re as 
good as we adults at hid-
ing the truth and pretend-
ing everything’s all right.

Because they’re good 
at pretending, here’s what 
we need to do—we need 
to go out of our way and 
speak a kind, encourag-
ing, word to every child 
we have any contact with: 

• It can be as simple 
as stopping them, and if 
they’re small, squatting 
down until we’re eye level 
with them, and saying, 
“I just want you to know 
that I believe in you, and 
I’m praying for you.”

• Tell kids they’re spe-
cial and one of a kind.

• Let them know you’re 
there for them if they ever 
need to talk or a place 
to stay.

• Pat them on the back 
and tell them something 
s p e c i f i c  t h a t  y o u  l i k e 
about them (their smile, 
their attitude, their eyes, 
their hair, their spirit).

• Ask them how they’re 
doing in school, and no 
matter the answer, tell 
them not to give up, to 
keep on trying, to do the 
best they can.

 It only takes a moment 
to be the kind of candle 
that lights the candle in 
the life of a child. But it 
might be the kind of mo-
ment that’s life-changing 
for that child.

* Taken from The Wit 
and Wis dom of  D avid 
Johnson, Volume III:  A 
Ha r ro w i n g  Hal l o w e e n 
Tale

BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

The speakers, Dr. Nicole 
Schlecter, MD, PhD FACOG, 
and Dr. Carolyn Thompson, 
MD, FACOG, were the fea-
tured speakers for the Tues-
day, February 17, meeting of 
the McKenzie Rotary Club. 
Both work as physicians in 
obstetrics and described the 
crisis in obstetric healthcare 
and the shortage of practi-
tioners in Tennessee.

The local area is consid-
ered a ‘desert’ for obstetric 
services due to the decline in 
birthing centers. Many rural 
areas lack birthing centers 
or hospitals. There are no 
birthing centers in Carroll or 
Henry counties. The nearest 
centers are in Martin, Union 
City and Jackson.

Dr. Thompson, a Collier-
ville native with deep fami-
ly roots in West Tennessee, 
delivered a presentation on 
Tennessee’s severe maternal 
and infant mortality crisis. 
One of her ancestors attend-
ed Bethel College.  She not-
ed the state has the highest 
maternal mortality rate in 
the country at 42 deaths per 
100,000 live births, which 
is comparable to develop-
ing nations like Kyrgyzstan, 
Mongolia, and Honduras (47 
per 100,000), and significant-
ly worse than its peers. The 
speaker highlights that over 
90% of these deaths are pre-
ventable. The leading causes 
include mental health condi-
tions and substance use dis-
orders, cardiovascular issues, 
preeclampsia, infections, 
hemorrhage, and embolism.

A significant portion of the 

presentation focused on sys-
temic barriers to care. These 
include a lack of adequate 
prenatal care for nearly 20% 
of women, and maternity 
care “deserts” in 35 of Ten-
nessee’s 95 counties, which 
lack hospitals with obstetric 
services. This forces over a 
quarter of women to travel 
more than 30 minutes for 
care. The financial unsus-
tainability of obstetrics is 
leading to the closure of rural 
hospital labor and delivery 
units, with 10 rural hospitals 
at critical risk of closure. Ten-
nessee also ranks near the 
bottom for access to mental 
healthcare, the leading driver 
of maternal deaths.

The discussion also ad-
dresses the impact of Ten-
nessee’s restrictive abortion 
law, the Human Life Pro-
tection Act, which went into 
effect in August 2022. The 
doctors do not participate 
or advocate for elective abor-
tion. Only in the case of ne-
cessity to save lives are any 
such procedures considered 
for their medical practice.

The Tennessee law creates 
a near-total ban on abortions, 
with no exceptions for rape, 
incest, lethal fetal anomalies, 
or a mother’s mental health, 
despite suicide being a signif-
icant cause of maternal mor-
tality. While an exception 
for ectopic pregnancies has 
been added, the law creates 
a climate in which physicians 
must make some difficult 
decisions to save the life of 
the mother and/or baby. This 
leads to delayed treatment 
for emergencies, difficulty 
obtaining necessary med-

ications like methotrexate 
and misoprostol, and chal-
lenges in treating pregnant 
patients with cancer. These 
restrictions are contributing 
to a decline in OB/GYN pro-
viders, who are retiring or 
leaving the state, and mak-
ing it difficult to recruit new 
medical professionals.

Infant mortality is also a 
major concern, with Ten-
nessee ranking 38th in the 
nation at a rate of 6.5 deaths 
per 1,000 births. The lead-
ing causes are birth defects, 
preterm birth, low birth 
weight, and Sudden Unex-
plained Infant Death (SIDS).

To address these crises, 
state-level initiatives include 
mandating that hospitals pro-
vide discharge information 
on warning signs (House Bill 
572), expanding infectious 
disease screening (Senate 
Bill 1283), and considering 
TennCare coverage for doula 
services. The speakers ad-
vocate for further solutions, 
including expanding Med-
icaid, creating exceptions in 
the abortion law for medical 
necessity, implementing paid 
family leave, and improving 
overall access to care, par-
ticularly for mental health 
and chronic diseases. The 
growing role of midwives, 
both certified and lay, is also 
noted as a way to expand 
care, though physician su-
pervision is recommended 
for potential complications. 
The speakers urge the audi-
ence to engage with legisla-
tors and support healthcare 
initiatives to prevent further 
tragic and avoidable deaths 
of mothers and infants.

Ricky Price, president of McKenzie Rotary Club, Dr. Carolyn Thompson, and 
Dr. Nicole Schlecter. The two medical doctors spoke about the maternal health 
care crisis in Tennessee.

Tennessee Has A Maternal Health Care Crisis

WASHINGTON (Febru-
ary 5) — Thursday, Con-
gressman David Kustoff an-
nounced new federal fund-
ing for 11 separate projects in 
West Tennessee. These funds 
were included in the Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2026 appropria-
tions package that President 
Trump signed into law.

“As a Member of Congress, 
I am proud to work on ap-
propriations bills to ensure 
that federal resources are 
returned to our communities 
for valuable and worthwhile 
projects,” said Congressman 
David Kustoff. “These new 
investments will support crit-
ical projects throughout West 
Tennessee, including cam-
pus security enhancements, 
flood control systems and 
improvements to transpor-
tation infrastructure. I am 
pleased to help bring this 
funding home so our region 
can continue to grow and 
thrive.”

The following community 
funding requests secured by 
Congressman Kustoff’s office 
are included in the appropri-
ations package:

• University of Tennessee 

at Martin Campus Security 
Improvements (University of 
Tennessee at Martin). Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies. Amount 
Funded: $938,000

• Army Corps of Engineers 
Civil Construction, Section 
219 Project (Tipton, Hay-
wood, and Fayette Counties). 
Energy and Water Develop-
ment, and Related Agencies. 
Amount Funded: $9,500,000

• Tennessee Riverbank 
Stabilization, West TN Riv-
er Basin Authority. Agricul-
ture, Rural Development, 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies. 
Amount Funded: $2,500,000

• Sewer Equalization Tank 
Installation (City of Bartlett). 
Interior, Environment, and 
Related Agencies. Amount 
Funded: $1,000,000

• Sewer System Upgrade 
(City of Selmer). Interior, 
Environment, and Related 
Agencies. Amount Funded: 
$750,000

• Water and Wastewater 
Extension Project (Jackson 
Energy Authority). Interior, 
Environment, and Related 
Agencies. Amount Funded: 

$750,000
• Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Expansion (Town of 
Arlington). Interior, Environ-
ment, and Related Agencies. 
Amount Funded: $1,000,000

• Water Main Replacement 
Project (City of Henderson). 
Interior, Environment, and 
Related Agencies. Amount 
Funded: $750,000

• I-69 Troy Bypass North 
and South (Tennessee De-
partment of Transportation). 
Transportation, Housing and 
Urban Development, and 
Related Agencies. Amount 
Funded: $5,000,000

• Memphis Airport Ter-
minal Modernization and 
Seismic Program (Mem-
phis-Shelby County Airport 
Authority). Transportation, 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and Related Agen-
cies. Amount Funded: Rep. 
David Kustoff, $4,000,000; 
Rep. Steve Cohen, $250,0000. 
Total: $4,250,000.

• Lambuth Campus Up-
grades (University of Mem-
phis). Transportation, Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment, and Related Agencies. 
Amount Funded: $1,250,000

Kustoff Secures Funds for West Tennessee

? Have An Opinion?
Tell us about it.  
E-mail us: banner@mckenziebanner.com

Please include your name, 
address and phone number 
(phone number will not be 

published). Name and address 
are required for publication.
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Stones For Your Loved Ones
Largest Display of Memorials in W. Tennessee

“GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES”

Henry County Monument Works
1203 S. Dunlap St., Paris, Tenn.  38242

THE TRAVIS FAMILY • Serving this area since 1924
731-642-2885 • www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

Honoring
 a Lifetime

A1
00

/T
F

When you’re ready, we’re here.
No letters, no agents.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45

Greenfield, TN 38230

Traditional & Custom Headstones
 Etchings • Benches • Pet Markers 
Cremation Memorials • And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Our funeral plans have the protection by the 
State of Tennessee through Tennessee 

Pre-Paid Funeral Benefi ts Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222

Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811
A5091/TF

Our funerarallll lllplplananss hhhhahaveve ttthhhhehe pprorotetecction by the

BRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME
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CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE
731-642-7171
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WUTHERING HEIGHTS (R)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

SEND HELP (R)

Tues.  7:35
Wed.  7:35
Thurs.  7:35

CRIME 101 (R)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

GOAT (PG)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

AVATAR:
FIRE AND ASH (PG-13)

Tues.  7:20
Wed.  7:20
Thurs.  7:20

I CAN ONLY IMAGINE 2 
(PG)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

COMMUNITY
PRAYER SERVICE

The second Community 
Prayer Service is Sunday 
afternoon, March 1, 4:30 
p.m. in the Park Theatre 
in downtown McKenzie.  
The previous community 
prayer service was in the 
downtown Veterans Memo-
rial Park.

ALL PROPERTY TAXES 
ARE DUE FEBRUARY 28

All municipal and county 
property taxes are due and 
payable on February 28.

CARL PERKINS CENTER 
PORK TENDERLOIN 

LUNCH
The Carroll County Carl 

Perkins Center is hosting a 
pork tenderloin lunch on 
Monday, March 9, 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the center on 
Stone Ridge Cove, Hunting-
don. Phone 731-986-5920 for 
more information.

SCHOOL SPRING 
BREAKS

Carroll County Schools 
Spring Breaks March 23-27

Bethel University Spring 
Break March 9-12.

DAYLIGHT
SAVING TIME

Daylight Saving Time be-
gins March 8.

CAPITOL TALK
WITH SENATOR
JOHN STEVENS

Capitol Talk with State 
Senator John Stevens is Fri-
day, March 13, 8 a.m. at 
the Carroll County Civic 
Center. The event is free to 
attend. For more informa-
tion, contact Carroll Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce 

at 731-986-4664 or email 
cchamber@earthlink.net.

THE BREAKFAST 
CLUB AT HOMETOWN 

HEALTH CLINIC
Everyone is invited to 

The Breakfast Club every 
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m. 
for coffee, snacks, mingling 
and a light activity. Take 
the chance to connect and 
socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light 
exercise and fun! Bring a 
friend and come make new 
ones at Hometown Health 
Clinic - Pediatrics/Special-
ty Entrance. We can’t wait 
to see you there!

CARROLL HUMANE 
SOCIETY EVENTS, NEWS

Cat Vouchers
Cat spay/neuter vouchers 

are always available for $60. 
To purchase by phone for 
use at Paris Vet Clinic, call 
731-514-0878 and leave a 
message. These are avail-
able to anyone regardless of 
residency. We now offer cat 
vouchers to Carroll Coun-
ty residents for $60 at the 
Huntingdon Animal Clinic. 
These must be purchased 
in person at the shelter with 
cash or card, and proof of 
residency is required. How-
ever, Carroll Co. residents 
can still use Paris Vet Clinic 
if preferred. 

McKENZIE TOPS 
MEETS WEEKLY

Win over weight with sup-
port and encouragement by 
meeting with the McKenzie 
Chapter of TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) each Mon-
day at 3 p.m. in the McKen-
zie Church of Christ gym-
nasium. The first meeting is 
free. For more information, 
call 731-352-7309. If no an-
swer, leave a message.

CARROLL COMMISSION 
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month, 7 p.m., 

in the Conference Room 
of the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex, High Street, 
Huntingdon. No meetings 
in February and July.

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location — 
Adult Education Building, 
14155 Paris Street. Office 
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Classes are offered 
for one-on-one instruction 
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON. 
Fo r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
phone 731-364-5481.

SARA AGNES 
ENGLAND

1925 — 2026
GLEASON — Services 

for Mrs. Sara Agnes En-
gland, 101, of Gleason, 
were Monday, February 
23, 2026, at 1 p.m. at Wil-
liams Funeral Home of 
Gleason. Burial was in 
Mt. Olivet Cemetery in 
McKenzie.

She was born January 
12, 1925, and died Febru-
ary 20, 2026. 

Mrs. England is sur-
vived by three daughters 
and a stepdaughter: Me-
linda (Tony) Woodrough 
of Martin, Angie (Jeff) Ha-
zlewood of Gleason, Bren-
da (David) Black of Glea-
son, and Carolyn Hughes 
of Arlington, Tenn. She is 
also survived by twelve 
(grand/step) grandchil-
dren, eighteen (grand/
step) great-grandchildren, 
and twelve (grand/step) 
great-great-grandchildren.

Mrs. England was pre-
ceded in death by her 
husband, Ernest England; 
parents, Granville and Ge-
neva Segraves; and two 
brothers, Lester and Er-

nest Segraves.
Williams Funeral Home, 

Gleason.

IVOGENE PINSON
1932 — 2026

HUNTINGDON — Mrs. 
Ivogene Pinson, 93, of 
Huntingdon, died Satur-
day, February 21, 2026, 
a t  L i f e c a re  C e n t e r  o f 
Bruceton

Funeral services were 
Monday,  Februar y 23, 
2026, in the Chapel of 
Chase Funeral  Home. 
Burial was in Jamison 
Cemetery.

Mrs. Pinson was born 
March 23, 1932, in West-
port, Tenn., to the late 
Thomas Bufford Horn and 
Susie Butler Horn. She 
was preceded in death by 
a son, Terry Dale Pinson; 
three brothers, Dwight 
Horn, Dwayne Horn, and 
Cedric Horn; and a sister, 
Inez Pickler.

She is survived by her 
husband of 74 years, Mau-
rice Pinson; a daughter, 
Lana Richardson of Ce-
dar Grove; a son, Lance 
Pinson of Murray, Ky.; a 
sister, Sara Carl of Jack-
son; a grandson; and a 
great-grandchild.

Chase Funeral Home, 
Huntingdon.

We do the legwork to keep you informed. 

BANNER
THETHE

Call 731.352.3323

Rain or  ShineRain or  Shine
Inside Shop Behind the House

935 Oak Manor Rd • McKenzie
FEBRUARY 28 • 7 A.M. - ?
SATURDAY
ESTATESaleSale

Large box yarn, pole lamp, 4 cane bottom 
ladder back chairs, off ice chair, high back 

chair, bookcases, dresser, small tables, 
bench, car seats, strollers, exercise 

machine, small shelves, sheets, lots of 
throws, pictures, household items, few 

women’s clothes, size 7 boys’ jeans.
Come by & see.

If you need it, I have it.
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Chocolate
Cherry Bars

1 3/4 cup all purpose 
flour

1 cup sugar
1/4 cup baking cocoa
1  c u p  b u t t e r  o r 

margarine
1 egg, lightly beaten
1  t e a sp o o n  a l m o n d 

extract
1 can (21oz.) cherry pie 

filling
2  c u p s  s e m i - s w e e t 

chocolate chips
1 cup chopped almonds
Combine flour, sugar 

and cocoa. Cut in but-
ter until crumbly. Add 
egg and almond extract 
until blended; set aside 
1 cup for topping. Press 
remaining crumb mix-
ture into a greased 13x9 
baking pan. Carefully top 
with pie filling. Combine 
chocolate chips, almonds 
and reserved crumb mix-
ture; sprinkle over pie 
filling. Bake at 350 de-

grees for 35-40 minutes 
or until toothpick insert-
ed near the center comes 
out clean. Cool; refrig-
erate for a least 2 hours 
before cutting. Yield 3 
dozen.

Banana Cake
1 box Duncan Hines 

French vanilla cake mix
3 eggs
1 1/2 cup milk
1/3 cup oil
1 box banana instant 

pudding mix
1  t e a s p o o n  b a n a n a 

extract
2 or 3 fresh bananas 

(sliced and placed on 
baked layers)

Mix according to di-
rections and bake at 325 
degrees for 30 minutes. 
Remove from oven and 
cool.

I c i n g :  8  o z .  c r e a m 
cheese, softened

1/2 cup butter
1  t e a s p o o n  v a n i l l a 

extract
1 box confectioners 

sugar
1 / 2  c u p  c h o p p e d 

pecans
Mix all ingredients. Ice 

cooled cake.

100% 
Organic News

None of the harmful 
additives or synthetics 

of other brands.

Call 731.352.3323
BANNER
THE McKenzie, Tennessee
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NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
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WHEREAS, on August 1, 2024, CACHENGO, INC., by 
a Deed of Trust of record in Trust Deed Book 743, at 
Page 894, in the Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, 
Tennessee, conveyed the following described property 
in trust to secure the payment of a Promissory Note 
in the original principal amount of Three Million Forty 
Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($3,040,000.00), 
payable to TERRIL SCOTT PROPERTIES, LLC; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned was appointed 
Substitute Trustee by TERRIL SCOTT PROPERTIES, 
LLC, the legal owner and holder of the said Note, 
by appointment executed on January 12, 2026, and 
recorded in Trust Deed Book 764, at Page 343, in the 
Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, default has been made in the payment 
of said indebtedness and other provisions of the 
Deed of Trust have been violated, and TERRIL SCOTT 
PROPERTIES, LLC, the lawful owner and holder of the 
said indebtedness, has declared the entire amount 
due and payable as provided by the Deed of Trust in 
accordance with the terms thereof, and instructed the 
undersigned to foreclose.

NOW, THEREFORE, the public is hereby notifi ed 
that the undersigned Substitute Trustee will sell the 
hereinafter described real estate at public auction, to 
the highest and best bidder, for cash in hand paid in 
certifi ed funds paid at the conclusion of the sale, or 
upon a credit bid from a bank or other lending entity 
pre-approved by the Substitute Trustee. The auction 
shall occur at the East door of the Courthouse at 
Huntingdon, Carroll County, Tennessee, on Tuesday, 
March 17, 2026, at 10:00 a.m., said property to be 
sold in bar of the equity of redemption and subject to 
the lien of all special assessments against it. 

Lying, and being situate in the 12th Civil District 
of Carroll County, Tennessee, bounded and 
described as follows; to-wit:
Tract No. 1: Map 094, Parcel 011.00 
BEGINNING on a stake in a branch on Clyde 
Johnson’s south lien and runs thence with the 
meanders of the branch in a general westerly 
direction; South 48-1/2 deg. West 16 poles; 
North 76-1/2 deg. West 17 poles, South 15-1/2 
deg. West 20 poles; North 85 deg. West 41 poles; 
North 22 poles; North 75 deg. West 12 poles; 
West 20 poles; North 17 deg. West 24 poles; 
south 75 deg. West 8 poles to a stake in the 
public road on Clyde Johnson’s West boundary 
line and continuing with the meanders of said 
branch; South 54 deg. West 8 poles; South 60 
deg. West 8 poles; South 85 deg. West 10 poles; 
North 35 deg. West 11 poles; North 5 deg. West 
13 poles; North 61 deg. West 26 poles; North 12 
deg. West 21 poles; North 52 deg. West 15 poles; 
North 4 deg. West 10 poles; North 31 deg. West 
30 poles; North 47-1/2 deg. East 21 poles to a 
stake in the branch; thence South 65 deg. East 
52-1/2 poles to a stake on Hood’s line; thence 
North 5 deg East 39 poles; thence North 87 deg. 
West 50 poles to a stake in the branch on Kirk’s 
line; thence with the meanders of the branch 
southwesterly to a stake on Kirk’s line Conyer’s 
corner; thence South 3 deg. West 81 poles to 
a stake in a branch; thence southwesterly with 
the meanders of said branch crossing the public 
road and passing Willow Springs to a stake in 
the branch of Clyde Johnson’s south line; thence 
North 78 deg. West 67 poles to a stake; thence 
South 10 deg. West 145-1/2 poles to a stake, 
Clyde Johnson’s southwest corner; thence South 
80 deg. East crossing the drainage canal 142 
poles to a stake; thence North 10 deg. East 298 
poles to a stake; thence North 50 deg. West 41 
poles to a stake; thence North 10 deg. East 72 
poles to a stake; thence North 80 deg. West 41 
poles to the point of beginning, containing 425 
acres more or less. (Description taken from prior 
deed of record)
Tract No. 2: Map 094, Parcel 011.00 
BEGINNING at a stake of F. E. Johnson’s east 
line run South 144 poles to a stake on Clyde 
Johnson’s line; thence North 49 deg. East 41.5 
poles; thence southerly with the meanders of a 
branch or ditch to a stake on Clyde Johnson’s 
line; thence North 74 deg. East 76 poles to a 
stake on Carter line; thence North 6 deg. East 
with Carter’s and Hampton line 140 poles to a 
stake in branch, the old bed of Beaver Creek; 
thence with the meanders of said old creek 
bed to a stake in the old creek bed, North 74-
1/2 deg. West 6 poles to a stake; thence South 
86 deg. West 21 poles to the point of beginning, 
containing 123 acres more or less. (Description 
taken from prior deed of record)
Tract No. 3: Map 094, Parcel 011.00 
Bonded on the North by Hawkins, on the South 
by Johnson, on the East by Kirk, on the West 
by Hilliard. Our title appears of record in Deed 
Book No. 84 page 439, Register’s Offi ce of 
Carroll County, Tennessee, said tract of land 
being further described as follows, to wit: Calls 
in survey of Wm. Hampton’s land in 12th Civil 
District of Carroll County, Lot No. 2 of 210 acre 
tract of land sold by order of County Court, Carroll 
County, Tennessee, on the 10th day of December 
1887, as land belonging to the Estate of Allen 
Johnson, deceased, and bounded as follows: 
Beginning on a stake in the middle of Beaver 
Creek in the East boundary line of J. M. Dalton’s 
and McLellan lands across said creek with 
Ironwood tree pointers; thence in said creek bed 
in a southeast direction to the mouth of a slough 
to the 2nd slough below the Dalton old mill site; 
thence up said branch with its meanders to a 
willow the northeast corner of Tract No. 1 138 
poles to a stake, maple, and sweetgum pointers, 
the northwest corner of Lot 1; thence North with 
the East line of Dalton and McLellan land 136 
poles to the beginning, containing 149 acres be 
the same, more or less. (Description taken from 
prior deed of record)
Tract No. 4: Map 094, Parcel 012.00 
BEGINNING at a stake, the northeast corner of 
the Ben Wilkes land; runs thence South 88-1/2 
degrees West 88 rods to a stake in the branch, 
the same being the southeast corner of the 
land heretofore sold by Mr. Clyde Johnson to Ilie 
Williams and wife, Dessa Williams; thence in a 
northeastern direction with the meanderings of 
a branch, a distance of approximately 104 rods 
to a stake in the south line of the George Stacey 
land; thence with Stacey’s south line, North 86-
1/2 degrees East 58-1/2 rods to a stake, Stacey’s 
southeast corner; thence North 3-1/2 degrees 
West with Stacey 85-1/2 rods to a stake in the 
drainage boundary line; thence with the drainage 
boundary line, North 44 degrees East 41 rods to a 
stake; South 38 degrees East 29 rods to a stake; 
South 8 degrees East 57 rods to a stake; South 18 
degrees East 67 rods to a stake; thence leaving 
said drainage boundary line, about South 4-1/2 
degrees East 216 rods to a stake, an outer corner 
of Wilkes; thence North 86-1/2 degrees West 71 
rods to a stake; thence North 3-1/2 degrees East 
140-1/4 rods to the point of beginning. 
THERE IS INCLUDED IN THE ABOVE BUT TO BE 
EXCLUDED THEREFROM A CERTAIN TRACT 
HERETOFORE CONVEYED TO Darrell Willliams 
and wife, as recorded in Deed Book 184, page 
398, ROCCT, as follows: Beginning at a point being 
the Northwest corner of the tract conveyed on the 
South margin of Clyde Johnson Road and at the 
common corner of the lands of Martinex and 
Wilkes and this tract; thence generally South with 
Martinex and Wilkes line approximately 1050 feet 

to the Southwest corner of the property conveyed 
and a common division line with Martinex and 
Wilkes; thence generally East approximately 
1000 feet with the common Martinez and Wilkes 
line to a point on the Glenn Johnson West line 
and representing a three way corner of Martinez 
and Wilkes land, Glen Johnson land and the 
described tract and being the Southeast corner of 
the described tract; thence generally North with 
the common Glenn Johnson line approximately 
800 feet to the South margin of Clyde Johnson 
Road being the Northeast corner of the described 
tract; thence generally Northwest with the south 
margin of the Clyde Johnson Road about 900 feet 
to the point of beginning. (Description taken from 
prior deed of record)
It being the same tracts of property as that 
described in a Warranty Deed from Terril Scott 
Properties, LLC, a Georgia limited liability 
company, to Cachengo, Inc., a Tennessee 
corporation, dated July 31, 2024, and of record 
in Warranty Deed Book 416, page 177, in the 
Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee.
RESERVATION OF EASEMENT: Map 094, Parcel 
011.00
Grantors reserve for themselves and their 
successors and assigns a perpetual 60-foot wide 
easement for the purpose of ingress and egress 
over and across the above-described tract to 
access Grantor’s adjacent property described 
in Deed Book 263, Page 534, and being more 
particularly described, along the center of said 
easement as follows:
BEGINNING at a point in the center of Beaver 
Creek Lane where said point intersects the south 
line of the above described tract, and being North 
84 deg. 28 min. 33 sec. West 86.20 feet from 
a ½ inch iron pin at the northeast corner of the 
Crossno tract, as recorded in DB 299, PG 457; 
thence along the meanders of the center of the 
herein described 60-foot wide easement, the 
following calls: along a curve to the right, having 
a radius of 601.88 feet, an arc length of 201.96 
feet, said curve being situated along a chord 
bearing of North 22 deg. 26 min. 23 sec. East, 
and a chord distance of 201.02 feet to a point of 
tangency; along a tangent, North 32 min. 03 min. 
10 sec. East 57.06 feet to a point of curvature; 
along a curve to the right, having a radius of 82.00 
feet, an arc length of 107.12 feet, said curve 
being situated along a chord bearing of North 69 
deg. 28 min. 42 sec. East and a chord distance of 
99.67 feet to a point of tangency; along a tangent, 
South 73 deg. 05 min. 46 sec. East 146.20 feet 
to a point of curvature; along a curve to the left, 
having a radius of 155.11 feet, an arc length of 
122.09 feet, said curve being situated along a 
chord bearing of North 84 deg. 21 min. 12 sec. 
East, and a chord distance of 118.97 feet to a 
point of tangency; along a tangent, North 61 
deg. 48 min. 10 sec. East 130.74 feet to a point 
of curvature; along a curve to the left, having a 
radius of 167.41 feet, an arc length of 200.69 
feet, said curve being situated along a chord 
bearing of North 27 deg. 27 min. 38 sec. East, 
and a chord distance of 188.89 feet to a point of 
tangency; along a tangent, North 06 deg. 52 min. 
54 sec. West 156.85 feet to a point of curvature; 
along a curve to the right, having a radius of 
277.45 feet, an arc length of 454.06 feet, said 
curve being situated along a chord bearing of 
North 40 deg. 00 min. 06 sec. East, and a chord 
distance of 405.06 feet to a point of tangency; 
along tangent, North 86 deg. 53 min. 05 sec. East 
60.85 feet to a point of curvature; along a curve 
to the left having a radius of 267.43 feet, an arc 
length of 326.05 feet, said curve being situated 
along a chord bearing of North 51 deg. 57 min. 
27 sec. East, and a chord distance of 306.23 feet 
to a point of tangency; along a tangent, North 17 
deg. 01 min. 49 sec. East 55.82 feet to a point 
of curvature; along a curve to the right having 
a radius of 254.66 feet, an arc length of 108.07 
feet, said curve being situated along a chord 
bearing of North 29 deg. 11 min. 16 sec. East, 
and a chord distance of 107.26 feet to a point 
tangency; along a tangent, North 41 deg. 20 min. 
42 sec. East 67.91 feet to a point in the south line 
of the Replogle tract, as recorded in DB 263, PG 
534, said point being North 83 deg. 32 min. 52 
sec. West 1024.42 feet from a ½ inch iron pin 
at the northeast corner of the above described 
tract and being the point of termination. Survey 
and legal description by William P. I. Smith, R.L.S., 
Tennessee Registration No. 2093, dated March 
8, 2002. (Description taken from prior deed of 
record)
It being the same property as that described in a 
Quitclaim Deed from Terril Scott Properties, LLC, 
Georgia limited liability company, to Cachengo, 
Inc., a Tennessee corporation dated August 30, 
2024, and of record in Warranty Deed Book 416, 
page 635, Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, 
Tennessee. 
The street address of the above-described 
property is believed to be 735 Beaver Canal Lane, 
Huntingdon, Tennessee 38344, but such address 
is not part of the legal description of the property 
sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, 
the legal description herein shall control.
SALE IS SUBJECT TO TENANT(S) RIGHTS IN 

POSSESSION, IF ANY.
This sale is subject to all matters shown on any 

applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any 
restrictive covenants, easements, or setback lines that 
may be applicable; any statutory rights of redemption 
of any governmental agency, state or federal; any 
prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority 
created by a fi xture fi ling; and to any matter that an 
accurate survey of the premises might disclose. Other 
interested parties: Source Code, LLC.

This property is subject to the following: Tract 1 of 
Map 094, Parcel 011.00, is subject to a transmission 
line easement to Southwest Tennessee Electric 
recorded in Deed Book 115, at Page 162, in the 
Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee.

This property is subject to the following: Included 
in this conveyance is a Reservation of Easement for 
a perpetual 60-foot wide easement for the purpose 
of ingress and egress over and across the subject 
property (Map 094, Parcel 011.00) described in Deed 
Book 416, at Page 635, in the Register’s Offi ce of 
Carroll County, Tennessee.

Title to said property is believed to be good, but the 
undersigned will sell as Substitute Trustee only and 
will assign to the purchaser all covenants of warranty 
contained in said Deed of Trust. 

The sale held pursuant to this Notice may be 
rescinded at the Successor Trustee’s option at any 
time. Said sale may be adjourned to another time 
or may be postponed to another date by public 
announcement at the appointed time of sale without 
readvertisement.

This offi ce is a debt collector. This is an attempt to 
collect a debt and any information obtained will be 
used for that purpose.

This Notice of Sale has been posted by 
ForeclosureTennessee.com and can be viewed 
online at ForeclosureTennessee.com.

WITNESS my signature, this the 17th day of 
February, 2026.

KIZER, BONDS, HUGHES & BOWEN, LLC
BY: STEPHEN L. HUGHES, Substitute Trustee
P. O. Box 320, Milan, TN 38358  (731) 238-3199

Thank you for your continued support of this newspaper.

Victoria Ann Noyes, 28, of 
Trezevant, to Letrell Terran 
Huff, 31, of Trezevant.

Alyssa Grace Fields, 22, of 

McKenzie, to Joseph Benja-
min Ayala, 24, of McKenzie.

Nicholas Michael Fon-
tana, 43, of McKenzie, to 

Lais Lopes Tempobono, 35, 
of McKenzie.

James Anthony Cain, 67, 
of Bruceton, to Cyndee Di-
ane Chappell Webb, 64, of 
Bruceton.

Marriage Licenses

Bettie J. Horton to Bettie 
Jane Horton, AKA Bettie J., 
in District 4.

Justin Barnhart to Tyler 
and Marisa Neely in Dis-
trict 4.

Jonathan Murray Haltom 
and others to Calvin Elder. 
No District listed.

Matthew P. and Jessica 
Marie Fern to Kasie and An-
tonio Williams Trentham. 
No District listed. 

Jeffrey P. Sr. and Melissa 
L. McDonald to Tiffany Ann 
Peterson in District 11.

Jennifer Lynn Gurley and 
others to Tyler Lee Ham-
mett in District 14.

Holly Carolyn Spencer 
to Brenda Joyce Spencer in 

District 16.
Jennifer Lynn Gurley and 

others to Jennifer Lynn Gur-
ley in District 14.

Jennifer Lynn Gurley and 
others to Jennifer Gurley in 
District 14.

Jennifer Lynn Gurley and 
others to Jennifer Gurley in 
District 14.

Brenda Joyce Spencer to 
Robert L. Williams in Dis-
trict 16.

Brenda Joyce Spencer to 
Jamie H. and Robert L. Wil-
liams in District 16.

Jennifer Lynn Gurley and 
others to Tyler Lee Ham-
mett in District 14.

Brenda Joyce Spencer to 
Jamie H. and Robert L. Wil-

liams in District 16.
Robert L. Williams to Ja-

mie H. Williams in District 
16.

Devante Johnson to Ca-
naan and Bobbie Sims. No 
District listed.

Patriot Plots, LLC to Ran-
dall Scott and Joy Rimmer 
and others in District 2.

Lois J. Bateman to Desti-
ny Clare Stout and others in 
District 19.

Jason Kernodle and oth-
ers to Bonnie and David N. 
Beecham in District 4.

Lisa Marie Joyner to Nas-
tashia R. Joyner. No District 
listed.

Tiffany A. Peterson to 
Noah Michael Lowrance in 
District 4.

Property Transfers

Attempted Theft — On 
February 13, Deputy Bo Ezell 
responded to Palmer Shelter 
Road in Huntingdon regard-
ing an attempted theft of a 
dump trailer.

Upon arrival, Deputy Ezell 
made contact with the prop-
erty owner and observed 
deep ruts in the yard con-
sistent with a vehicle at-
tempting to hook up to and 
remove the dump trailer 
parked on the property but 
was unsuccessful.

The incident remains un-
der investigation.

Driving on Suspended 
License — On February 13, 
Deputy Bo Ezell initiated a 
traffic stop on a blue Chev-
rolet bearing a Tennessee tag 
for a registration violation.
The driver was identified as 
Johnny Lee Brogdon Jr., 45, 
of Ripley. A driver’s license 
check revealed his license 
was suspended out of Milan 
City Court for failure to pay 

fines and costs, with a suspen-
sion date of October 29, 2025, 
to indefinite reinstatement.
Brogdon was placed under 
arrest and transported to the 
Carroll County Jail, where 
he was charged with driving 
while license suspended.

Drug Charge s  — O n 
February 13, Deputy Steven 
D. Scott observed a white 
vehicle traveling on High-
way 22 South driven by an 
individual known to have 
a suspended license. A traf-
fic stop was conducted.
While speaking with the 
driver, Deputy Scott detect-
ed the odor of alcohol and 
marijuana coming from the 
vehicle. A passenger, identi-
fied as Stephen Gray Jaco, 32, 
of Mayfield, Ky., presented a 
bag containing approximate-
ly 31 grams of marijuana and 
stated it belonged to him.
A search of the vehicle was 
conducted, during which 
a digital scale was located 

among Jaco’s property. Based 
on the quantity of marijua-
na and the presence of the 
scale, Jaco was arrested and 
charged with possession 
of Schedule VI with intent.
This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Driving on Suspended 
License — On February 
16, Deputy Bo Ezell initiat-
ed a traffic stop on a silver 
Chevrolet bearing Tennessee 
tag for a light law violation.
The driver was identified as 
Christopher Lee Mancell, 
37, of Huntingdon. A driver’s 
license check revealed his 
license was suspended out 
of Huntingdon City Court 
for failure to appear for trial/
court from May 29, 2022, 
to indefinite reinstatement.
Ma n c e l l  w a s  c i t e d  f o r 
driving while license sus-
p e n d e d  a n d  i s  t o  b e 
booked in by February 26.
This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Carroll County Sheriff’s Reports

TENNESSEE (February 
23) — Average gasoline pric-
es in Tennessee increased 
3.0 cents per gallon in the 
last week, averaging $2.52/g 
today, according to GasBud-
dy’s survey of 3,821 stations 
in Tennessee. Prices in Ten-
nessee are 1 cent per gallon 
higher than a month ago 
and stand 17.0 cents per 
gallon lower than a year ago. 
The national average price 
of diesel has increased 6.2 
cents compared to a week 
ago and stands at $3.686 
per gallon.

According to GasBuddy 
price reports, the cheapest 
station in Tennessee was 
priced at $2.18/g yesterday 
while the most expensive 
was $3.39/g, a difference of 
$1.21/g. The lowest price 
in the state yesterday was 
$2.18/g while the highest 
was $3.39/g, a difference of 
$1.21/g.

The national  average 
price of gasoline has risen 
1.2 cents per gallon in the 
last week, averaging $2.88/g 
today. The national aver-
age is up 2.8 cents per gal-
lon from a month ago and 
stands 19.5 cents per gallon 
lower than a year ago, ac-

cording to GasBuddy data 
compiled from more than 11 
million weekly price reports 
covering over 150,000 gas 
stations across the country.

Historical gasoline prices 
in Tennessee and the na-
tional average going back 
five years:

February 23, 2025: $2.69/g 
(U.S. Average: $3.08/g)

February 23, 2024: $2.93/g 
(U.S. Average: $3.27/g)

February 23, 2023: $3.03/g 
(U.S. Average: $3.35/g)

February 23, 2022: $3.28/g 
(U.S. Average: $3.55/g)

February 23, 2021: $2.40/g 
(U.S. Average: $2.65/g)

“Average gasoline pric-
es continue to drift higher 
as crude oil trades near its 
highest level since last sum-
mer, driven by mounting 
geopolitical risk premiums 
tied to escalating tensions 
between the United States 
and Iran,” said Patrick De 
Haan, head of petroleum 
a n a l y s i s  a t  G a s B u d d y . 
“While there has been no 
direct disruption to energy 
infrastructure, markets are 
increasingly pricing in the 
possibility of a broader ex-
change that could threaten 
supply flows. Beyond geo-

politics, we’re also seeing 
localized supply constraints, 
including refinery outages 
and disruptions along the 
Olympic Pipeline, which 
have amplified price pres-
sures in the Pacific North-
west. These developments 
are unlikely to be isolated, 
as planned refinery main-
tenance is set to intensi-
fy in the weeks ahead. As 
seasonal supply tightens, 
the national average is in-
creasingly likely to retest the 
$3-per-gallon threshold.”

GasBuddy®, a PDI Tech-
nologies company, is North 
America’s trusted fuel sav-
ings platform, helping con-
sumers fuel up for less for 
over 25 years. With over 
100 mill ion app down-
loads, GasBuddy delivers 
real-time prices at 150,000+ 
stations and tangible savings 
through Pay with GasBud-
dy+™. It is the most authori-
tative source of station-level 
fuel pricing data, updating 
averages 288 times daily 
from the broadest mix of 
inputs — spotter reports, 
direct station integrations, 
and transactional data.

SOURCE GasBuddy

Gasoline Prices Increase During the Week

BY SHANNON MCFARLIN
Forever Communications

PARIS (February 7) — The 
commercial building at the 
Henry County Fairgrounds 
was bustling with activity 
all morning Saturday with 
a huge crowd gathered for 
the 3rd annual ABLE Farms 
Pancake Breakfast. Kyle Ste-
phens of ABLE Farms said 
600 folks were served and 
they raised over $18,000. 
“We are deeply grateful for 
every person brought our 
way today! Whether you are 
a volunteer, parent, partner, 
and supporter who helps 
set the sails with us, your 
prayers, faithfulness, gener-
osity, and presence matter 
more than you know.” A 
small army of volunteers 
were busy all  morning, 
cooking and serving the 

breakfast of pancakes, eggs, 
sausages, juice, coffee. ‘Wil-
lie’ the horse also was on 
hand to receive love from 
the visitors.

ABLE Farms is a still-un-
der-construction therapeu-
tic riding experience for 
kids and adults in Henry 

County and is located at 
1100 Sulphur Well Academy 
Road. It’s the successor to 
the former Hoof Beats of 
Hope. The program slogan, 
“ABLE Stables, Where Hoof 
Beats of Hope are Heard!” 
says it all. 

ABLE Farms Pancake Breakfast Raises $18,000
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WHEREAS, on May 30, 2025, CACHENGO, INC., by a Deed 
of Trust of record in Trust Deed Book 754, at Page 524, in the 
Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee, conveyed the 
following described property in trust to secure the payment of a 
Promissory Note in the original principal amount of Two Hundred 
Sixty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred and 00/100 ($269,900.00), 
payable to STEVEN MORTON AND WIFE, BRIANNA MORTON; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned was appointed Substitute Trustee 
by STEVEN MORTON AND WIFE, BRIANNA MORTON, the legal 
owners and holders of the said Note, by appointment executed on 
February 9, 2026, and recorded in Trust Deed Book 764, at Page 
341, in the Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, default has been made in the payment of said 
indebtedness and other provisions of the Deed of Trust have been 
violated, and STEVEN MORTON AND WIFE, BRIANNA MORTON, 
the lawful owners and holders of the said indebtedness, have 
declared the entire amount due and payable as provided by 
the Deed of Trust in accordance with the terms thereof, and 
instructed the undersigned to foreclose.

NOW, THEREFORE, the public is hereby notifi ed that the 
undersigned Substitute Trustee will sell the hereinafter described 
real estate at public auction, to the highest and best bidder, 
for cash in hand paid in certifi ed funds paid at the conclusion 
of the sale, or upon a credit bid from a bank or other lending 
entity pre-approved by the Substitute Trustee. The auction shall 
occur at the East door of the Courthouse at Huntingdon, Carroll 
County, Tennessee, on Tuesday, March 10, 2026, at 3:45 p.m., 
said property to be sold in bar of the equity of redemption and 
subject to the lien of all special assessments against it. 

Lyi ng, and being situate in the City of McKenzie, 4th 
Civil District of Carroll County, Tennessee, bounded and 
described as follows; to-wit:

In the City of McKenzie and BEGINNING on the west margin 
of what was formerly a 16 foot alley on the south side of 
Lee Street, the same being the northeast corner of Lot No. 
1 in the sale of the Neumie B. Moore lands and which said 
Lot No. 1 is what was heretofore known as he Wrinkle-
Moore Store Building, and runs thence South with the east 
boundary of said Lot No 1 and the west margin of what was 
formerly a 16 foot alley, 100 feet to what was formerly an 
alley land which is now the north margin of Bruce Stree; 
thence East with Bruce Street 25 feet to the west margin 
of an alley; thence North with the west margin of said alley 
100 feet to Lee Street; thence West with Lee Street 25 feet 
to the point of beginning, on which lot is situated a two story 
brick building. (Description taken from prior deed of record)

It being the same property as that described in a Warranty 
Deed from Steven Morton and wife, Brianna Morton, to 
Cachengo, Inc., a Tennessee corporation, dated May 30, 
2025, and of record in Warranty Deed Book 420, page 911, 
Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee. 

The street address of the above-described property is 
believed to be 56 Lee Ave., McKenzie, Tennessee 38201, 
but such address is not part of the legal description of the 
property sold herein and in the event of any discrepancy, 
the legal description herein shall control.

SALE IS SUBJECT TO TENANT(S) RIGHTS IN POSSESSION, IF ANY.

This sale is subject to all matters shown on any applicable 
recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, 
easements, or setback lines that may be applicable; any 
statutory rights of redemption of any governmental agency, 
state or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any 
priority created by a fi xture fi ling; and to any matter that an 
accurate survey of the premises might disclose. Other interested 
parties: Source Code, LLC.

Title to said property is believed to be good, but the 
undersigned will sell as Substitute Trustee only and will assign 
to the purchaser all covenants of warranty contained in said 
Deed of Trust. 

The sale held pursuant to this Notice may be rescinded at 
the Successor Trustee’s option at any time. Said sale may be 
adjourned to another time or may be postponed to another date 
by public announcement at the appointed time of sale without 
readvertisement.

This offi ce is a debt collector. This is an attempt to collect a 
debt and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

This Notice of Sale has been posted by ForeclosureTennessee.
com and can be viewed online at ForeclosureTennessee.com.

WITNESS my signature, this the 17th day of February, 2026.

KIZER, BONDS, HUGHES & BOWEN, LLC

BY: STEPHEN L. HUGHES, Substitute Trustee
P. O. Box 320, Milan, TN 38358   (731) 238-3199

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

A1
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WHEREAS, on March 21, 2022, CACHENGO, INC., by a Deed of 
Trust of record in Trust Deed Book 716, at Page 1089, in the Register’s 
Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee, conveyed the following described 
property in trust to secure the payment of a Promissory Note in the 
original principal amount of Ei ght Hundred Fifty Thousand and 00/100 
Dollars ($850,000.00), payable to THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF MCKENZIE, TENNESSEE; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned was appointed Substitute Trustee 
by THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION OF THE CITY 
OF MCKENZIE, TENNESSEE, which appointment will be recorded in 
the Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee prior to the deed 
evidencing this sale; and

WHEREAS, default has been made in the payment of said 
indebtedness and other provisions of the Deed of Trust have been 
violated, and THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION OF 
THE CITY OF MCKENZIE, TENNESSEE, the lawful owner and holder 
of the said indebtedness, has declared the entire amount due and 
payable as provided by the Deed of Trust in accordance with the 
terms thereof, and instructed the undersigned to foreclose.

NOW, THEREFORE, the public is hereby notifi ed that the undersigned 
Substitute Trustee will sell the hereinafter described real estate at 
public auction, to the highest and best bidder, for cash in hand paid 
in certifi ed funds paid at the conclusion of the sale, or upon a credit 
bid from a bank or other lending entity pre-approved by the Substitute 
Trustee. The auction shall occur at the East door of the Courthouse at 
Huntingdon, Carroll County, Tennessee, on Tuesday, March 10, 2026, 
at 3:30 p.m., said property to be sold in bar of the equity of redemption 
and subject to the lien of all special assessments against it. 

Lying, and being situate in the City of McKenzie, 4th Civil 
District of Carroll County, Tennessee, bounded and described 
as follows; to-wit:
BEING the following described real estate, situated in the 
FOURTH CIVIL DISTRICT of Carroll County, Tennessee, being 
a portion of that property, which was conveyed to Baptist 
Memorial Health Services, Inc. by deed of record in Deed 
Book 385, Page 334, in the Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, 
Tennessee, and being more particularly described as follows:
COMMENCING at a 1/2-inch rebar found at the southwest 
corner of Spivey, Deed Book 395, Page 347, and in the east 
right-of-way of Hospital Drive, 20 feet from the centerline; 
thence with the east right-of-way of Hospital Drive as follows:

Along a curve turning to the right 140.72 feet, having 
a radius of 2451.40 feet, and being subtended by a chord 
bearing and distance of South 29 Degrees 29 Minutes 24 
Seconds East, 140.70 feet to a 5/8-inch rebar found;

South 27 Degrees 50 Minutes 44 Seconds East, 79.61 feet 
to a mag nail found; 

Along a curve turning to the right 145.69 feet, having a 
radius of 1065.90, and being subtended by a chord bearing 
and distance of South 23 Degrees 55 Minutes 48 Seconds 
East, 145.57 feet to a 5/8-inch rebar found;

Along a curve turning to the right 10.00 feet, having a radius 
of 24,024.50, and being subtended by a chord bearing and 
distance of South 23 Degrees 29 Minutes 23 Seconds East, 
10.00 feet to a 5/8-inch rebar with stainless steel L.I. Smith cap 
set, being the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence with a severance 
line as follows:

North 66 degrees 51 minutes 08 seconds East, 282.99 feet 
to a 5/8-inch rebar with stainless steel L.I. Smith cap set;

North 23 degrees 08 minutes 38 seconds West, 42.92 feet 
to a 5/8-inch rebar with stainless steel L.I. Smith cap set; 

South 80 degrees 45 minutes 47 seconds East, 37.78 feet; 
South 68 degrees 55 minutes 42 seconds East, 41.28 feet;
South 38 degrees 56 minutes 02 seconds East, 5.28 feet;
South 55 degrees 55 minutes 45 seconds East, 35.10 feet;
South 45 degrees 44 minutes 49 seconds East, 6.71 feet;
North 65 degrees 37 minutes 21 seconds East, 42.95 feet 

to a 5/8-inch rebar found at a common corner with McKenzie 
Propco, LLC, Deed Book 398, Page 1; thence with McKenzie 
Propco, LLC North 65 degrees 37 minutes 21 seconds East, 
282.92 feet to a ½-inch rebar found in the west line of Doster, 
Deed Book 350, Page 456; thence with Doster South 02 
degrees 55 minutes 34 seconds West, 172.44 feet to a 5/8-
inch rebar found; thence with a severance line as follows:

North 87 degrees 07 minutes 04 seconds West, passing a 
5/8-inch rebar with stainless steel L.I. Smith cap set at 27.21 
feet, and continuing 20.00 feet, for a total distance of 47.21 
feet to a 5/8-inch rebar with stainless steel L.I. Smith cap set;

South 02 degrees 55 minutes 34 seconds West, 163.13 feet;
South 41 degrees 22 minutes 08 seconds West, 83.44 feet;
South 32 degrees 53 minutes 15 seconds West, 106.88 feet;
South 66 degrees 20 minutes 13 seconds West, 47.29 feet;
North 88 degrees 39 minutes 47 seconds Wesst, 86.37 feet;
South 66 degrees 20 minutes 13 seconds West, 208.20 feet 

to the east right-of-way of Hospital Drive; thence with Hospital 
Drive as follows:

North 24 degrees 15 minutes 39 seconds West, 49.10 feet 
to a 5/8-inch rebar found;

Along a curve turning to the right 333.66 feet, having a radius of 
24024.49 feet, being subtended by a chord bearing and distance 
of North 23 degrees 53 minutes 59 seconds West, 333.66 feet 
to the Point of Beginning, and containing 4.88 acres, more or 
less, as surveyed by William P.I. Smith, Tennessee Registered 
Land Surveyor Number 2093, of L.I. Smith & Associates, 302 
North Caldwell Street, Paris, TN 38242, on December 10, 2021. 
Bearings are based upon Tennessee State Plane Coordinate 
System, NAD 83. (Description taken from prior deed of record)
It being the same property as that described in a Quitclaim 
Deed from The Industrial Development Corporation of the City 
of McKenzie, Tennessee, to Cachengo, Inc., dated March 21, 
2022, and of record in Warranty Deed Book 403, page 516, in 
the Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee.
Map 011, Parcel 040.00
The street address of the above-described property is believed 
to be Hospital Drive, McKenzie, Tennessee 38201, but such 
address is not part of the legal description of the property sold 
herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description 
herein shall control.
 SALE IS SUBJECT TO TENANT(S) RIGHTS IN POSSESSION, IF ANY.
This sale is subject to all matters shown on any applicable 

recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive covenants, 
easements, or setback lines that may be applicable; any statutory 
rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state or federal; 
any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority created by 
a fi xture fi ling; and to any matter that an accurate survey of the 
premises might disclose. Other interested parties: Source Code, LLC.

This property is subject to the restrictions, covenants, and 
setback lines for The Industrial Development Corporation of the City 
of McKenzie, Tennessee as recorded in Warranty Deed Book 401, at 
Page 122, in the Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee.

This property is subject to the Conditional Gift Agreement between 
Baptist Memorial Health Care Corporation and The Industrial 
Development Corporation of the City of McKenzie, Tennessee, as 
contained in the Quitclaim Deed of record in Deed Book 401, at Page 
122, in the Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee.

Title to said property is believed to be good, but the undersigned 
will sell as Substitute Trustee only and will assign to the purchaser all 
covenants of warranty contained in said Deed of Trust. 

The sale held pursuant to this Notice may be rescinded at the 
Successor Trustee’s option at any time. Said sale may be adjourned 
to another time or may be postponed to another date by public 
announcement at the appointed time of sale without readvertisement.

This offi ce is a debt collector. This is an attempt to collect a debt 
and any information obtained will be used for that purpose.

This Notice of Sale has been posted by ForeclosureTennessee.
com and can be viewed online at ForeclosureTennessee.com.

WITNESS my signature, this the 17th day of February, 2026.
KIZER, BONDS, HUGHES & BOWEN, LLC
BY: STEPHEN L. HUGHES, Substitute Trustee
P. O. Box 320, Milan, TN 38358   (731) 238-3199

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

A1
76

7/7
-3

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
PROBATE CASE NO: 2026PE15

ESTATE OF: CHARLES KEITH HAIR, LATE OF CARROLL COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE
     Notice is hereby given that on the 12TH day of FEBRUARY, 
2026 Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the 

Estate of CHARLES KEITH HAIR deceased, who died AUGUST 
29TH, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery 

Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons, 

resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-

tured, against the Estate are required by law to fi le the same 

with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the ear-

lier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims 

will be forever barred:

     (1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication 

(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-

ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty 

(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of 

the fi rst publication (or posting); or

         (B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an 

actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received 

a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date 

that is four (4) months from the date of the fi rst publication (or 

posting) as described in (1) (A); or

     (2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death. 

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward 

and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 12TH day of FEBRUARY, 2026.  
THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:
KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER
99 Court Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN  38344

DENNIS G. HAIR, Executor/Administrator
JAMES W. CLEMENTS III, Attorney
KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master

A561/R27137/8-2
Thank you for your continued support of this newspaper.

HUNTINGDON (Febru-
ary 18) — The following 
cases were heard in Carroll 
County General Sessions 
Criminal Court on February 
18, 2026.

The following cases were 
bound over to a grand jury:

Marcus Ray Bell, Gravettes 
Crossing Road W, Ruther-
ford, bound over, Casual 
Exchange - Adult/Minor 
- Schedule II; bound over, 
Meth - Mfg., Deliver, Sell, 
Poss. With Intent; bound 
over, Driving While License 
Revoked; bound over, Evad-
ing Arrest.

Marcus Ray Bell, Gravettes 
Crossing Road W, Ruther-
ford, bound over, Driving 
While License Revoked; 
bound over, Possession of 
Unlawful Drug Parapherna-
lia Uses & Activities.

Lathan Rantrell Gilbreath, 
Cotham Drive, Huntingdon, 
bound over, Possession of 
Unlawful Drug Parapher-
nalia Uses & Activities ; 
bound over, Aggravated 
Child Abuse/Neglect/En-
dangerment; bound over, 
Possess Firearm Intent to 
Go Armed - Dangerous Fel-
ony; bound over, Schedule 
I Drugs: Mfg., Deliver, Sell, 
Poss.; bound over, Schedule 
VI Drugs: Mfg, Deliver, Sell, 
Poss.

Raymond T. Hands, Wal-
nut Lane, McKenzie, bound 
over, Escape; bound over, 
Simple Possession/Casual 
Exchange.

Alice Cherie Hill, St. Paul 
Church Road, Huntingdon, 
bound over, DUI: First Of-
fense; bound over, HOV; 
bound over, Vehicle Reg-
istration - Improper Use; 
bound over, Improper Lane 
Change.

Kyle D. McKennie, Hill-
view Apartments Drive, 

McKenzie,  bound over, 
Simple Possession/Casual 
Exchange; bound over, Pos-
session of Unlawful Drug 
Paraphernalia Uses & Ac-
tivities; bound over, Employ 
Firearm Intent to Go Armed 
- Dangerous Felony; bound 
over, Schedule VI Drugs: 
Mfg., Deliver, Sell, Poss.

The following cases re-
sulted in a guilty plea or 
finding:

Sy n d e s ky  T.  B o w e r s, 
Tracewood Cove, Jackson, 
guilty, Speeding; dismissed, 
Registration Expired; dis-
missed, Driving While Li-
cense Revoked.

Jeffrey Hampton, Flori-
da Court, McKenzie, guilty, 
Meth - Possession or Casual 
Exchange, $750 fine, 11/29, 
supervised probation for 
balance, time-served credit 
13 days; dismissed, Casual 
Exchange - Adult/Minor - 
Schedule VI.

Rockel Humphrey, Hwy 
104, Cedar Grove, guilty, 
Probation Violation - Not 
Booked, supervised proba-
tion for 13 months, no fine, 
90 days.

Briana Pugh, Thompson 
Road, Huntingdon, guilty, 
Theft  of  Merchandise - 
Shoplifting, no fine, 11/29, 
no contact with Walmart, 
supervised probation for 
minimum 90 days then un-
supervised probation for 
balance if conditions met, 
report to jail March 6 at 6 
p.m.

Ca l e b  R i d d l e,  G r i g g s 
Chapel Road, Cedar Grove, 
guilty, Driving While Li-
cense Suspended, no fine, 
30 days, unsupervised pro-
bation, time-served credit 
10 days, concurrent with 
Carroll sessions 26-cr-140.

Michael Martin Williams, 
Republican Grove Road, 

Trezevant, guilty, Unlaw-
ful Possession of Weapon, 
no fine, 11/29, supervised 
probation for minimum 
90 days then unsupervised 
probation for balance if 
conditions met, forfeit in-
terest in firearm.

James William Yon Jr, 
Park Cove, McKenzie, guilty, 
Evading Arrest, no fine, 
11/29, supervised probation 
for minimum 90 days then 
unsupervised probation if 
conditions are met, cog-
nitive behavioral training 
course; dismissed, Sexual 
Offender Registration Form 
Violation; dismissed, Sexual 
Offender Registration Form 
Violation.

The following cases were 
dismissed:

Jamie Lyn Barker, Hill-
view Apartment  Drive, 
McKenzie, dismissed, Pro-
bation Violation - Booked; 
dismissed, Theft of Mer-

chandise - Shoplifting.
R e g i n a  B r ya n t ,  E n o n 

Church Road, McKenzie, 
dismissed, Theft of Mer-
chandise -  Shopli f t ing, 
based on co-defendant’s 
plea and acceptance of re-
sponsibility for theft.

Tony White Jr., Renfroe 
Road, Huntingdon, dis-
missed, Probation Violation 
- Booked.

James William Yon Jr., 
Park Cove, McKenzie, dis-
missed, Sexual Offender 
Registration Form Contents 
Required; dismissed, Sex-
ual Offender Registration 
Form Contents Required; 
dismissed, Sexual Offender 
Registration Form Contents 
Required; dismissed, Sexual 
Offender Registration Form 
Contents Required.

The following case was 
rescheduled:

Lamarcus Young.

Carroll County General Sessions Report

Driving on Suspended 
— Witt Wallace Mitchum, 
Main Street, McKenzie, was 
charged with Driving on 
a Suspended License on 
February 16.

Officer Kyle Beauchamp 
observed Mitchum was not 
wearing his seatbelt and 
initiated a traffic stop. The 

license that Mitchum pro-
vided was suspended for 
failure to appear in Ches-
ter County General Ses-
sions Court. He also had 
two prior suspensions in 
Collierville and Henderson 
County. Mitchum was cited 
into Carroll County General 
Sessions Court.

McKenzie Police Reports

The Town of Trezevant seeks citizen participation in reconstituting its 
seven (7) member Industrial Development Board (IDB) established 
pursuant to TCA 7-53-101 et seq. The IDB is elected by the Board 
of Mayor & Aldermen (Board) to serve without compensation for 
Staggered 2, 4, and 6 year terms. Applicants must be qualifi ed to 
vote in any Trezevant municipal election and willing to complete a 
confl ict of interest statement. The IDB and its meetings are subject 
to the Tennessee Open Meetings Act, so any applicant elected 
must be willing to participate in  public meetings in connection with 
his/her service. Potential candidates for the IDB should be prepared 
for an interview by the Trezevant Board of Mayor and Alderman, 
as well as an orientation and training component to the election 
process. Interested parties may attend an informational meeting of 
the Board at the Trezevant Community Center on Thursday, March 
12, 2026 at 6 p.m. to learn more. 

NOTICE OF MEETING
TOWN OF TREZEVANT BOARD OF MAYOR & ALDERMEN

A394/8-2

The purpose of the meeting is to lock and seal ballot boxes 

for the May 5, 2026 Primary Election(s), approve candidate 

list, and other election preparation. For more information or 

if you’d like to address the CEC during the meeting, call 731-

986-1968, Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m. or Email: carroll.

commission@tn.gov.

PUBLIC NOTICE
CARROLL COUNTY ELECTION 

COMMISSION MEETING
March 3, 2026 at 4:30 p.m.

in the Election Offi ce at 
625 High St., Ste. 113, Huntingdon, TN 38344

A927/8-1
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Color A Masterpiece

NATIONAL TELL A NATIONAL TELL A 
FAIRY TALE DAYFAIRY TALE DAY

FEBRUARY 26

Answer: Doors!

Riddle Me This
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase 
below? Use each letter only once.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

REHYDRATE

LETTER MIX-UP

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell something 
pertaining to this week’s theme.

ODGOS

Answer: Goods

What lets you walk 
through walls?

Week 7 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 7

 

Weekly 
Crossword

Week 8 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. What travelers must do
  5. Calendar month
  8. Hopefully quickly
 12. Once more
 14. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
 15. “Cheers” actress Perlman
 16. Astronomy unit
 18. Savings vehicle
 19. Get your ducks in this
 20. Right away
 21. Popular sports league
 22. Containers
 23. Entireties
 26. One who wassails
 30. Turned-up position
 31. Extreme modesty
 32. Writing utensil
 33. Rewards (archaic)
 34. Ancient capital
 39. S. American wood sorrel
 42. General discomfort
 44. Philippine island
 46. A witty saying
 47. One who summarizes
 49. Covered in
 50. Mimic
 51. Henry was a notable one
 56. Daughter of Hera and Zeus
 57. Retired NFLer Newton
 58. Playground equipment
 59. Concept
 60. Satisfaction
 61. Fishing net
 62. Hammer end
 63. A father’s male child

 64. Japanese drink

CLUES DOWN
  1. Off-Broadway fi gure
  2. Gelatinous substance
  3. Concern
  4. “Lick It Up” rockers
  5. Serbian river
  6. Part of a hat
  7. Bowl-shaped drinking vessel
  8. Semitic language
  9. Utter a shrill cry
 10. Long times
 11. Animal parts
 13. Causing annoyance
 17. Amorous talker
 24. Attempt
 25. Harmonic effects
 26. Cost per mile
 27. They __

 28. Bitterly regret
 29. Not even
 35. A way to drop
 36. Title of respect
 37. World leader
 38. Georgia rockers
 40. National capital
 41. Great Plains people
 42. Duck-sized dinosaur genus
 43. Architectural recesses
 44. Member of U.S. Navy
 45. Mountainous
 47. Kite bird
 48. Sweetheart (archaic)
 49. Popular snack made of 
potato
 52. 70s songsters The Bee __
 53. SE China port __-men
 54. Something to fi ll up
 55. League of Legends 
character

Fun By Th e Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 

have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pen-
cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 8

See solution in next week’s edition.

A7655/26-TF

We do the legwork to keep you informed. 
The McKenzie Banner, 731.352.3323

Brine
Can

Canister
Fermentation

Filled
Label

Lid
Lining
Opener
Packing

Pasteurize
Pickling

Preserve
Processing
Rehydrate
Rotation
Sealing
Shelf

Sterile
Stockpile
Storage
Syrup

Tin
Vacuum

Canned Goods Word Search
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Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

R2
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15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731.352.2761

nickyjoestaff ordrealestate@outlook.com
www.staff ord-realestate.com

Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD

NICKY JOE

Sandi Roditis

731-415-2927

Buford Taylor

731-225-8321

Valarie McMackin

731-418-2313

Jason Artymovich

586-243-3257

Blake Cossey

731-607-8643

Maleah Hollingsworth

731-694-7871

Residential
Municipal

Commercial
Irrigation Well Drilling

Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

Over 30 years of experience

A5
19
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SELL’ S

WELL DRILLING
731-415-6550

Russell Basford, Owner

P.O. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201
russell.drilling@hotmail.com

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

SEPTIC PUMPING
731-234-6012

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Backhoe • Trenching • Gas Piping • Septic Pumping • Pipe Water 
Heaters • Well Tanks • Valves • Fittings • Faucets

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF 

INVENTORY FOR THOSE 
AFTER HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

TOLBERT
Plumbing & Electric

TF

Business 
Directory
Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns
your business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price 
of $20 (minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

A Convenient Guide to Quality 
Merchandise & Services In The Area

The McKenzie Banner will publish a 
special edition featuring babies born 

January-December 2025. This is a very 
special keepsake to treasure!

Just fi ll out the information below and 
INCLUDE A PHOTO.

EACH BABY PROFILE IS FREE.
ONE CHILD PER PHOTO.

LIMIT 20 WORDS PER BABY PROFILE.

Please include his/her name, photo, 
birth date, parents’ names, one thing you’re 
thankful for and a phone number to contact 

you if we have questions (not published). 
The profi le is approximately 

1 column x 3 inches tall and includes a photo.

ONE CHILD PER PHOTO.  E-mail info and photos to: BABY@mckenziebanner.com
Mail or Deliver to: The McKenzie Banner, 3 Banner Row, McKenzie, Tenn. 38201

BABY’S NAME: 

BIRTH DATE (Month and Day): 

PARENTS’ NAMES: 

I’M THANKFUL FOR: 

PHONE (for contact/not published): 

SAMPLE FEATURE
ACTUAL SIZE

Jane Doe
Born: January 1, 2025

Parents: Dad and Mom Doe
Thankful for: Healthy Baby

Time to celebrate, the new year is here. Help us honor babies born this past year.

DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2026

BABY’S INFO:

THE

BANNERBANNER
THE McKenzie, Tennessee

2025
THANKFUL FOR BABIES OF

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CALL 731.352.3323

FOR LEASE
AVAILABLE — 4,000 SQ. 
FT. NEXT TO H&R BLOCK, 
a t  C e d a r  S t r e e t  P l a z a , 
1926 Cedar Street, McK-
enzie. Call 731-352-2189. 
A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq. 
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway 
79 Highland Mall, across 
from the post office. Call 
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

FOR SALE
TWO LOTS FOR SALE IN 
C A R ROL L M E M OR I A L 
GARDENS. 43C LOT 1  AND 
2. IN FRONT OF THE BIG 
BIBLE. Next to the Holling-
sworth, Burcham, Webb, 
Savage, Eubank, Harris and 
Pierce families. Valued at 
$1,300. Asking price is $850 
for both or best offer. Call 
731-313-1158. Leave a text or 
voice message. R27133/7-2

E AG L E  B U I L D I N G S  — 
NEW & USED PORTABLE 
BUILDINGS, Cabins, Car-
ports & Garages. 314 Me-
morial Dr., Paris (731) 644-
0090; 202 Memorial Dr., 
Paris (731) 641-2800; 17595 
Hig h land Dr., McKenzie 
(731) 393-0277; 1409 Hwy 70 
W, Camden (731) 279-4192; 
15035 S. First St., Milan (731) 
613-2166; 586 W. Church St., 
Lexington (731) 249-9184; 
852 University St., Martin 
(731) 281-7117. eaglebuild-
ingstn.com. A7655/50-TF

FOR RENT
H O U S E S  A N D  A PA R T-
M E N T S :  M c K E N Z I E 
A R E A . w w w. mcken z ie -
homefinders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

SERVICES
S AW Y E R S  T R E E  S E R-
V ICE: 60’ Bucket Tr uck . 
Take Down or Prune. Haul 
Off and Clean Up. Grind 
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call 
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

J O E ’ S  T R E E  S E R V I C E 
A N D  S T U M P  R E M O V-
A L :  60 f t .  bucket t r uck , 
prune or take down grind 
s t u m p s ,  c l e a n  u p  a n d 
haul off, insured, free es-
t imates. 731-697-0023 or 
731-513-1518. A7084/21-TF

YOUR LOW COST ADVER-
TISING SOLUTION! One 
call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 102 Tennessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 
26 West TN newspapers for 
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classified advertising 
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks. 
(TnScan)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

OLSH A N FOUN DATION 
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted 
foundation repair experts 
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. 
Water ma nagement a nd 
more. Free evaluation. Lim-
ited time up to $250 off  foun-
dation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-265-5932. (TnScan)

PR E PA R E FOR POW E R 
OU TAGE S T ODAY w it h 
a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-888-869-5542 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move. (TnScan)

AUCTIONS
G E T  T H E  W O R D  O U T 
ABOUT YOUR NEXT AUC-
TION! Save Time & $$$. One 
Call for All. Your ad can ap-
pear in this newspaper + 
101 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this 
newspaper’s classifi ed dept. 
or call Becky Moats 931-624-
8916. (TnScan)

WANTED:
TO BUY

W E BU Y HOUSE S F OR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get 
cash off er and get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426. (TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER INTERNET for speeds 
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, 
no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make the 
switch. Call 1-855-481-3340. 
(TnScan)

GET BOOST I N F I N I T E! 
UNLIMITED TALK, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

 DI R E C T V -  A L L YOU R 
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof ! Sign up 
for Direct and get your fi rst 
free months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-844-230-
4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET! Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-844-
274-6074. (TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY
AUDIEN HEARING. THE 
WOR LD’S FIRST HEA R-
ING AID with touchscreen 
controls. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free ship-
ping. Lifetime support. More 
than 1.5 million happy cus-
tomers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079. (TnScan)

D E N T A L  I N S U R A N C E 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance-NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-844-278-8285 www.
dental50plus.com/tnpress 
#6258. (TnScan) Call us today! 731.352.3323

Need  Stamps? We got ‘em!

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/T
F
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BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (Febru-
ary 17) — A recent inter-
view at Huntingdon City 
Hall brought together local 
music veterans Carl Byars 
a n d  D o n  Ca r n e l l ,  w h o 
shared captivating stories 
and insights into the vibrant 
musical history of Hunting-
don and Carroll County. 
The discussion, moderated 
by Johnny McClure, delved 
into their early inspira-
tions, unique performance 
venues, and the profound 
impact of regional music 
scenes.

Carl Byars, a member of 
The Cool Daddy Trio, re-
called his formative years 
being shaped by icons like 
Elvis, Roy Rogers, and tele-
vision programs such as 
American Bandstand, plac-
ing his musical awakening 
in the late 1950s and early 
1960s. Don Carnell, from 
the Double Edge Band, 
humorously admitted that 
his initial motivation was 
"girls," which led him to 
local dances and perfor-
mances by bands like Don 
McFall and Tommy Cisco 
at the Westport Community 
Center.

Both musicians detailed 
their journeys with instru-
ments. Byars initially played 
guitar before switching to 
drums in high school due 
to demand, often keeping 
his drum set in his '59 Chev-
rolet for impromptu gigs. 
Carnell's drumming aspi-
rations were cut short by 
his father's disapproval of 
the noise, leading him to an 
old Roy Rogers guitar and 
early lessons from his Aunt 

Louise and later, local radio 
DJ Ed Cisco.

The conversation painted 
a vivid picture of a bustling 
local music scene. Byars 
and Carnell performed at 
numerous venues — from 
front porches, hay barns, 
hog sales, McKenzie's Bowl-
ing Alley, The Dixie, and 
larger venues, with audi-
ences of a few to thousands.

A particularly unique ven-
ue mentioned was "The Un-
derground," a space created 
by Byars and Dale Holmes 
in the basement of a com-
mercial laundry in Hunting-
don. "We needed a place to 
play because you couldn't 
play in clubs; we weren't old 
enough," Byars explained. 
This youth-friendly spot, 
complete with adult chap-
erones, became a popu-
lar hub despite its "gritty 
charm," including a ceil-
ing that was "falling in on 
us". Carnell also recounted 
playing in places as var-
ied as the Mid-South Col-
iseum and a "hog chute" , 
while Byars recalled a hay 
barn with minimal power 
and even Discovery Park, 
performing "where the big 
brontosaurus bones were".

The influence of nearby 
music powerhouses Nash-
ville and Memphis was sig-
nificant. Byars noted that 
discovering major music 
was recorded in these cities 
brought the sounds "closer 
to home", creating a "sweet 
spot" for local artists.

The interview also high-
lighted many local legends. 
Carl Mann, a talented sing-
er and songwriter, was re-
membered for his incred-
ible talent and struggles 

with alcohol, which some 
believe hindered his nation-
al breakthrough. An anec-
dote recalled that his "Mona 
Lisa" release charted closely 
with Conway Twitty's ver-
sion, potentially blunting 
its impact. Recent efforts 
to recognize Mann locally 
included a historical marker 
unveiled on near the log 
cabins at the intersection of 
High Street in Huntingdon.

Ed Cisco, a prominent 
radio DJ on WHDM, was 
celebrated for his call-in 
request show and his men-
torship of young musicians. 
Carnell shared a memo-
rable story about Cisco 
playing the controversial 
song "The Lord Knows I'm 
Drunk" against the program 
director's wishes, leading to 
Cisco's move to another sta-
tion "out of necessity." Car-
nell also recounted his early 
touring days with Tommy 
Cisco, including a naive bus 
trip that involved driving in 
the emergency lanes in At-
lanta and another incident 
in which the young musi-
cians accidentally ended up 
in Gulfport instead of their 
intended destination.

Other notable figures 
discussed included Max 
Bybee, Lloyd Rainey, Paula 
Bridges, Mark Oakley, Er-
nie Smothers, and Gordon 
Stoker of the Jordanaires, 
underscoring the deep con-
nections between Carroll 
County and the broader 
music industry.

Reflecting on the cur-
rent state of music, Byars 
observed a generational 
shift. "It doesn't seem to be 
a big thing," he said, attrib-
uting it to the "abundance 
of online stuff, YouTube". 
He noted that in the past, 
people had to attend live 
venues, whereas now, mu-
sic is readily accessible on 
phones and televisions. 
Carnell added that karaoke 
and pre-recorded music 
can mask true talent, em-
phasizing that "you nev-
er know how somebody 
sounds until you go hear 
them live".

The interview concluded 
with a shared appreciation 
for the rich tapestry of local 
music history, with one sto-
ry often triggering another, 
reinforcing the strong com-
munity memory and pride 
in Carroll County's musical 
legacy.

Local Music Legends Reflect on 
Carroll County's Rich Musical Heritage

The rich music scene of Carroll County and West Tennessee was shared by (L to 
R) Carl Byars, Don Carnell, and Johnny McClure during the Huntingdon Historical 
Society's February session at Huntindon City Hall.

NASHVILLE — State Rep. 
Brock Martin (R-Hunting-
don) and State Sen. Shane 
Reeves (R-Bedford, Can-
non, Moore and Ruther-
ford) joined the American 
Cancer Society to discuss 
legislation that would ex-
pand health insurance cov-
erage for biomarker testing 
in Tennessee.

“When faced with a can-
cer diagnosis, Tennesse-
ans should not be fighting 
insurers while fighting for 
their lives,” said Rep. Brock 
Martin. “Biomarker testing 
provides a clear path for-
ward for care and leads to 
better health outcomes and 
significant cost savings by 
avoiding ineffective treat-
ment. This legislation puts 
patients first by providing 
clarity rather than confusion 
and ensuring medical ad-
vancements do not outpace 
our health care system.”

Often used in cancer care 
to help physicians identify 
the most effective treatment 
for a patient, biomarker 
testing is also increasingly 
used to guide care for oth-
er serious conditions such 
as autoimmune and neu-
rological diseases, cardio-
vascular disorders, arthritis 
and preeclampsia. Current-
ly, insurance coverage for 
biomarker testing has not 
kept pace with medical ad-
vancements, often leaving 
patients with delayed care 
or significant out-of-pocket 
costs.

“Tennesseans battling 
cancer, Alzheimer’s, arthritis 

or other life-altering condi-
tions deserve access to the 
most precise tools medicine 
has to offer, without bureau-
cratic roadblocks from in-
surers standing in the way,” 
said Senator Reeves. “By 
requiring coverage for bio-
marker testing, this bill en-
sures our health care system 
keeps pace with scientific 
progress, delivering targeted 
treatments that improve 
outcomes, reduce unneces-
sary suffering and save costs 
in the long run.”

House Bill 0484/Senate 
Bill 0435 would require 
state-regulated health in-
surance plans to cover 
biomarker testing when 
ordered by a health care 
provider for diagnosis, treat-
ment or ongoing monitor-
ing of a patient’s disease or 
condition. The legislation 
does not include coverage 
for the cost of screenings, 
but does offer provisions to 
ensure testing is supported 
by medical and scientific 
evidence.

While comprehensive 
biomarker testing can car-
ry a higher upfront cost, it 
leads to better outcomes 
and long-term savings by 
avoiding ineffective or un-
necessary treatments. Pa-
tients who received com-
prehensive biomarker test-
ing experienced an average 
savings of approximately 
$8,500 per member per 
month in total cost of care, 
according to a CVS Health–
sponsored study published 
in the Journal of Clinical 

Oncology.
Concerns regarding in-

creased insurance costs 
have also shown to be min-
imal. Expanding insurance 
coverage for biomarker 
testing is projected to in-
crease premiums by only 
$0.08 to $0.51 per member 
per month, according to a 
2022 analysis by Milliman. 
The same study found 
the average allowed cost 
per biomarker test ranges 
from $78.71 for Medicaid 
to $224.40 for large group 
self-insured plans, while 
patients without coverage 
can face hundreds or even 
thousands of dollars in out-
of-pocket expenses.

If  passed, Tennessee 
would join states that have 
enacted similar legislation, 
including Kentucky, Okla-
homa, Arkansas, Texas, In-
diana and Florida.

The legislation is support-
ed by the American Can-
cer Society Cancer Action 
Network, the Alzheimer’s 
Association, the Tennessee 
Medical Association, End 
Preeclampsia, Tennessee 
Men’s Health Network, 
Arthritis Foundation, ALS 
Association, Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkinson’s 
Research and Lupus and 
Allied Diseases Association 
and Tennessee Oncology.

House Bill 0484/Senate 
Bill 0435 is expected to be 
considered by the Insur-
ance Subcommittee on Feb-
ruary 5. If passed, the bill 
would take effect July 1.

Rep. Brock Martin (third from left) and Sen. Shane Reeves with members of the 
American Cancer Society and Alzheimer’s Association. Submitted photo

Name 

Address 

City, State                                                                      Zip 

Phone                                                      

Email 

Name 

Address 

City, State                                                                      Zip 

Phone                                                      

Email 

SEND SUBSCRIPTION TO (Gift Recipient): � NEW   � RENEW

FROM (Your Info):

Send Renewal Notices To: � Me  OR  � Gift Recipient

YES! I’d like to GIVE/GET one year of the McKenzie Banner and I am 
enclosing payment in the amount indicated below with this form.

OFFER EXPIRES MARCH 19, 2026

Mail/Return To: The Banner, 3 Banner Row, McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731-352-3323

Limited time offer. Print delivery special valid only in the LOCAL tri-county area of Carroll, Henry 
and Weakley counties in Tennessee. Online only special valid ANYWHERE in the world. Good for 
new or renew. Regular price is $39 for local print and online delivery and $25 for 1 year online 
only. Offer entitles reader to 12 months membership to the newspaper. Payment is required to 
begin offer. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

� $34 Print AND Online (Local Area*)
(reg. $39)  Includes print delivery and full online access 
to www.mckenziebanner.com. * Local area includes 
Carroll, Henry and Weakley counties in Tenn.

� $20 Online Only (Anywhere)
(reg. $25)  Includes full online access to 
www.mckenziebanner.com. * Offer valid 
anywhere in the world.

OR

Online Promo Code: LUCKY5
1. Go to www.mckenziebanner.com.

2. Click Subscribe.  
3. Choose Local Print Delivery One 

Year or Online Only One Year.
4. Enter promo code

5. Checkout.

Don't miss this limited time offer of $5 off a one year membership 
to The McKenzie Banner. Good for local print delivery (Carroll, 
Henry or Weakley counties) or online anywhere in the world!

Luck of the Luck of the 

IrishIrish
Luck of the Luck of the 

IrishIrishSpecialSpecial

ff b hi

Expires
March 19, 2026

ONE YEAR • 52 ISSUES

REGULAR PRICE $39
$$55OffOff$$55OffOff

BANNER
THE McKenzie, Tennessee

Rep. Martin Joins American Cancer Society 
Push for Biomarker Testing Coverage

BY SHANNON MCFARLIN
Forever Communications

PARIS (February 23) — A 
Paris man is being held in 
the Henry County Jail on 
$150,000 bond after a chase 
late Saturday night on Hwy. 
79N.

M o r i e l  H a r r i s  w a s 
charged with felony evad-
ing arrest, reckless endan-
germent and various traf-
fic offenses following the 
chase. He is set to appear 
in Henry County General 
Sessions Court Tuesday, 
February 24.

O n Saturday,  short ly 
before midnight deputies 
stopped a blue Lincoln se-
dan on Highway 79 N for 
various traffic violations. 
Upon the deputy approach-
ing the vehicle, the driver 
sped away at a high rate of 
speed.

Deputies pursued the ve-

hicle towards Paris before 
the vehicle turned around 
and continued to flee out-
bound on Highway 79 N 
towards Stewart County. 
During the duration of the 
chase the driver was ob-
served throwing items from 
the vehicle.

The vehicle continued 

into Stewart County before 
driving off the side of the 
road with the driver fleeing 
from the vehicle on foot 
into a heavily wooded area. 
Cpl. Steve Dean and his K-9 
Lincoln responded to the 
scene and after a brief suc-
cessful track the driver was 
located hiding in the woods 
and taken into custody by 
deputies without incident.

The driver was identified 
as Moriel Harris of Paris. 
Harris was charged with 
Felony Evading Arrest , 
Reckless Endangerment, 
and various traffic offenses. 
Harris was given a $150,000 
bond and scheduled to 
appear in Henry County 
General Sessions Court on 
February 24, 2026.

The Henry County Sher-
iff ’s Office was assisted by 
the Paris Police Department 
and the Stewart County 
Sheriff ’s Office.

Paris Man Held In Jail 
After Car, Foot Chase

Moriel Harris
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Rockets Fall to Houston 
County, Tigers to McEwen
BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McEWEN (February 21) 
— McEwen High School 
hosted the District 12-1A 
Boys Basketball Tourna-
ment semifinals Saturday. 
First, the Clarksburg Rock-
ets fell 76-46 to Houston 
County, then the Hollow 
Rock-Bruceton Central Ti-
gers were defeated 64-29 by 
the host Warriors.

Houston County 
Fighting Irish 76, 

Clarksburg Rockets 46
The Irish jumped out to a 

23-9 lead after the opening 
frame, led by Townes Epps 
with 13 points, including a 
three-pointer. Ryan Carter 
scored four points, and Jax-
on Honeycutt and Hayden 
Burgess each hit a three. 
Weston Vestal had all nine 
Rocket points.

Houston County had a 
21-12 advantage in the sec-
ond quarter, led by Epps 
with ten points, including 
a three. Carter scored sev-
en, and Knox Parker and 
Daniel Phillips each had 
a pair. Vestal scored five 
for Clarksburg, and Reagan 
Halter had four points with 
a three-pointer. Clay Glos-
son had a pair, and Trae 
Cobb hit a free throw. At 
the half, the Irish led 44-21.

The Rockets had a 16-15 
edge in the third, led by 
Cobb with five points. Glos-
son scored four, and Halter 
hit a three. Vestal and Jake 
Miller each had a pair. Car-
ter led the Irish with eight 
points. Epps scored seven 
with a three-pointer. Enter-
ing the final frame, Houston 

County led 59-37.
Th e  I r i s h  c l o s e d  t h e 

win with a 17-9 tilt in the 
fourth, led by Epps with six 
points. Carter scored five 
points, and Trace Mitchell, 
Brayden Self and Samuel 
Ferrell each had a pair. Ves-
tal scored four for Clarks-
burg. Halter hit a three, and 
Cayden Hollowell had a 
pair.

H o u s t o n  C o u n t y ’ s 
Townes Epps led all scorers 
with 36 points, including a 
trio of three-pointers. Ryan 
Carter scored 24 points.

Weston Vestal led the 
Rockets with 20 points. Rea-
gan Halter scored ten with 
a trio of threes.

McEwen Warriors 64, 
Central Tigers 29

The Warriors stormed 
out to a 17-2 lead after 
the first frame, led by Case 
Greene with six points. 
B r e n n o n  N e w s o m  a n d 
T y  G r e e n e  e a c h  h i t  a 
three-pointer, and Kain-
an Gill also scored three 
points.  Elijah Villarruel 
had a pair. Nic King scored 
two for Central.

M c E w e n  h a d  a  1 9 - 9 
advantage in the second 
quarter, led by C. Greene 
with eight points, includ-
ing a three. Koby Hudson 
scored four, and Villarruel 
hit a three. T. Greene add-
ed a pair, and K. Gill and 
Truman Gill each hit a free 
throw. Tiger Junah Smith 
scored seven points with 
a three-pointer, and King 
added a pair. At the half, 
McEwen led 36-11.

The Warriors enjoyed a 
19-7 tilt in the third, led 

by C. Greene with seven 
points, including a three. 
T. Greene scored five, and 
K. Gill had three points. 
Hudson and T. Gill each 
added a pair. Tiger Brody 
Huff hit a three, and Parker 
Finley also scored three 
points. Sal Sala hit a free 
throw. Heading into the 
final frame, McEwen led 
55-18.

C e n t r a l  h a d  a n  1 1 - 9 
edge in the fourth,  led 
by Parker Boyd with six 
points on a pair of threes. 
Smith scored nine. Warrior 
Cayden Wallace scored 
five with a three-pointer, 
and Miner Reed and Ryan 
Gunn each had a pair.

McEwen’s Case Greene 
le d al l  scorers  with 21 
points, including a pair of 
threes.

Junah Smith led the Ti-
gers with 12 points,  in-
cluding a three-pointer.

Rocket Weston Vestal 
pulls up for a long jump-
er. Vestal led Clarksburg 
with 20 points. Photo by 
Brad Sam/The Banner

DISTRICT 12-1A BOYS BASKETBALL SEMIFINALS

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (February 17) 
— McKenzie High School 
closed the regular season 
Tuesday with a pair of district 
basketball contests against 
McEwen. A back-and-forth 
battle saw the Lady Rebels 
lead going into the fourth, 
but the Warriorettes rallied 
for a 52-50 win. The Warriors 
pulled away gradually to top 
the Rebels, 73-58.

It was Senior Night at MHS, 
and seven senior players, 
managers and cheerleaders 
were honored on the court 
in a pregame ceremony. (See 
separate story.)

McEwen Warriorettes 52, 
McKenzie Lady Rebels 50
The Warriorettes had a 

9-7 edge after the opening 
frame, led by Ava Lastovka 
with five points, including a 
three-pointer. Laila Downs-
Darden scored four. Molly 
French hit a three for McKen-
zie, and Ava Hastings and Jay-
cee Stafford each had a pair.

McEwen added to their lead 
with an 18-15 advantage in the 
second quarter, led by Downs-
Darden with 16 points, includ-
ing a pair of threes. Lastovka 
added a pair. Stafford scored 
seven Lady Rebel points with 
a three. French had six on a 
pair of three-pointers, and 
Braylin Auvenshine had a pair. 
At the half, the Warriorettes 
led 27-22.

McKenzie took the lead 
with an 18-7 tilt in the third, 
led by Stafford with 15 points, 
including a pair of threes. 
Addyson Littleton also hit a 
three-pointer. Downs-Darden 
scored five for McEwen, and 
Lastovka added a pair. Enter-
ing the final frame, the Lady 
Rebels led 40-34.

The Warriorettes rallied 18-
10 in the fourth to claim the 

win, led by Downs-Darden 
with 12 points. Aubrey Branch 
scored five points with a three, 
and Lastovka hit a free throw. 
Stafford led McKenzie with 
seven points, and French hit 
a three.

McEwen’s Laila Downs-
Darden led all scorers with 
37 points, including a pair of 
threes. Ava Lastovka scored 
ten with a three.

Jaycee Stafford led the Lady 
Rebels with 31 points, includ-
ing a trio of three-pointers. 
Molly French scored 12 points 
on four threes.

Warriors 73, Rebels 58
McEwen had a 14-13 edge 

after the first frame, led by 
Kainan Gill with six points. 
Ty Greene scored five with a 
three-pointer, and Truman 
Gill also hit a three. Avery 
Brown led McKenzie with 
seven points. Nolan Fawcett, 
Cole Brown and Eli Vinson 
each had a pair.

The Warriors had a 17-11 
advantage in the second quar-
ter, led by Koby Hudson with 
seven points. Case Greene 
scored four. Brennan New-
some hit a three-pointer, T. 
Greene added a pair, and K. 
Gill hit a free throw. Rebel Ka-

son Brown scored four points. 
Nolan Fawcett hit a three, and 
C. Brown and Cooper David-
son each had a pair. At the 
half, the Warriors led 31-24.

McEwen enjoyed a 26-18 tilt 
in the third, led by T. Greene 
with eight points, including a 
pair of threes. T. Gill scored 
six, and Elijah Villarruel had 
five points with a three. K. Gill 
scored four, and C. Greene 
had three points. Fawcett 
scored eight for McKenzie 
with a pair of three-pointers. 
A. Brown and K. Brown each 
scored four, and Vinson added 
a pair. Heading into the final 
frame, the Warriors led 57-42.

The fourth was a 16-16 
wash. C. Brown led the Reb-
els with eight points, including 
a three. Vinson scored four, 
and K. Brown and Davidson 
each added a pair. K. Gill led 
McEwen with seven points. T. 
Greene scored five, and T. Gill 
had four points.

Warrior Ty Greene led all 
scorers with 20 points, includ-
ing a trio of three-pointers. 
Kainan Gill scored 18.

Nolan Fawcett led McKen-
zie with 13 points, including 
a trio of threes. Cole Brown 
scored 12 with a three, and Av-
ery Brown had eleven points.

Left, Lady Rebel Jaycee Stafford fires a deep three. 
Stafford led McKenzie with 31 points.  Right, Rebel 
senior Eli Vinson gets inside for two. Vinson scored 
eight points. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKenzie Swept on Senior Night

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HALLS (Februar y 17) 
— The West Carroll High 
School War Eagles saw their 
season end Tuesday with a 
71-28 loss to Halls in the 
opening round of the Dis-
trict 13-1A Boys Basketball 

Tournament.
The host Tigers jumped 

out to a 25-6 lead after the 
first frame, pushed to 45-
16 at the half. Halls had a 
14-9 edge in the third and 
capped the win with a 12-3 
tilt in the final frame.

S k y l e r  W i l h i t e  l e d 
West Carroll with eleven 

points, including a trio of 
three-pointers. Chandler 
Rimmer scored six points, 
and Bryler O’Neal had four 
with a three. Isaiah Snyder 
scored three points, and 
Demarion Gilbert and Trey 
Williamson each had a pair.

Tiger Ta’Miyon Gooch led 
all scorers with 16 points.

DISTRICT 13-1A GIRLS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

War Eagles Bow Out in Opening Round

BETHEL UNIVERSITY 
(February 20) — Gleason 
Bulldogs struck early and 
often against the Dresden 
Lions in the District 14A 
tournament held at Bethel 
University on February 20. 
While Gleason, with its 
senior-heavy team, struck 
early, Dresden was not 
going away easily, leaving 
Gleason only a nine-point 

advantage at the end of the 
contest.

Gleason scored 18 in the 
first compared to Dres-
den’s 4. Gleason scored 
18, 11, 9, and 11 in the re-
spective quarters. Dresden 
scored 4, 12, 17, and 7. 

Fo r  G l e a s o n ,  D ra k e 
Lehmkuhl had 17 points, 
Kade Sawyers had 12, Mi-
ami Woolridge had 9, Bro-

dy Sanders had 4, Parker 
Morgan had 3, and Ashton 
Morgan and Tristan Dilday 
had 2. 

Dresden’s scoring was 
led by Jacoby Sutton with 
12,  Landon Floyd and 
Cannon Floyd each with 
8,  Ayden Flora with 6, 
Landon Cantrell with 3, 
and Grey Forrester with 3.

Above Left, Gleason’s Brody Sanders looks to make a shot against a Dresden 
defender.  Above Right,  Gleason’s Kade Sawyers drives toward the basket.  Be-
low Left, Drake Lehmkuhl drives to the basket.  Below Right, Miami Woolridge 
moves in for an unguarded layup. Photos by Joel Washburn/The Banner

Bulldogs Defeat Dresden in District 14A Tourney

McKENZIE (February 
19, 21) — Greenfield Lady 
Yellowjackets and Dresden 
Lady Lions prevailed in 
their respective contests 
on Thursday, February 19, 
at Bethel University’s Crisp 
Arena and advanced to 
the championship round 
on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. 
at Bethel. 

Greenfield claimed a 
70 to 45 victory over Lake 
County during the 6 p.m. 
contest on Thursday, and 
Dresden claimed a 50-42 
victory over Gleason’s Lady 
Bulldogs on Thursday. 

Gleason met Lake Coun-
ty on Saturday, February 
21, 6 p.m. in the consola-
tion round.

In the Gleason-Dresden 
contest, Gleason scored 

11, 4, 11, and 16 points in 
the respective quarters for 
a total of 42.  Ahmyre Allen 
led Gleason’s scoring with 
19 points. Hylan Leach had 
8, Madi Dean had 8, Karlie 
Wilson had 6, and Kadence 
Witherspoon had 1.

Dresden was led by Jacie 
West with 12, followed by 
Jentri Mangiaracinia with 
8, Elizabeth Jarred with 
7, Molly Robinson with 
7, Rylee Cousins with 6, 
and Irah Cianfarani and 
Hannah Hale with 2 each.

G r e e n f i e l d  h a d  7 0 
points. Ella Porter tossed 
in 31, Rayanna Fisher had 
14, Skylar Arnold had 12, 
Maddie Paschall had 8, 
Jerico Montgomery had 3, 
and Madelyn Coble had 2.

Lake County, with a lim-
ited team of six players, 

scored 45. Laken Chism 
scored 39, Destaney Mull-
ins had 2, and Yharia Bold-
en had 4.

Gleason Lady Bulldogs 
placed fourth in the Dis-
trict 14-A tournaments at 
Bethel University on Feb-
ruary 21 after a loss to Lake 
County 51-34.

G l e a s o n  wa s  l e d  by 
H y l a n  L e a c h  w i t h  1 6 
points, Ahmyre Allen with 
8, Kadence Witherspoon 
with 6, and Ava Bennett 
and Brylee Robertson each 
adding two points. 

Lake County score d 
51 points, mainly on the 
backs of two players - De-
staney Mullins with 29 and 
Mariah Valentine with 15. 
Jordyn Burpo scored 4 and 
Yharia Bolden scored 3.

Gleason Lady Bulldogs earned fourth place in the District 14A tournament held 
at Bethel University. The team has one senior, Madi Dean. Photo by Jeff Washburn

Greenfield Prevails in District 14A 
Girls Tournament at Bethel University

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUMBOLDT (February 
21) — The West Carroll 
High School Lady War Ea-
gles finished third in the 
District 13-1A Girls Bas-
ketball Tournament with 
a 57-41 win over Bradford 
in Saturday’s consolation 
game.

The Lady War Eagles 
had an 11-9 edge after the 
opening frame, but the 

Lady Red Devils rallied 
to lead 21-19 at the half. 
West Carroll took control 
with a 17-5 tilt in the third 
and clinched the win with 
a 21-15 advantage in the 
final frame.

Lady War Eagle Kinsley 
Poff led all scorers with 
20 points, including six 
three-pointers.  Aubrey 
Hammett scored 13 with 
a trio of threes. Chloe Rim-
mer had ten points with 
a three-pointer. Marissa 

Mueller scored five points, 
and Gracelyn Vernon had 
four.  A lay n a L ove lace 
scored three points, and 
Hailey Mitchell and Tatum 
Perry each hit a free throw.

MK Wilkes led the Lady 
Red Devils with 12 points, 
including a pair of threes.

The Lady War Eagles 
will open region play Fri-
day, February 27 on the 
road against  Dresden. 
Tipoff is 7 p.m.

DISTRICT 13-1A GIRLS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Lady War Eagles Top Bradford

The Banner, 731.352.3323Proud to be your community newspaper.
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McKENZIE (February 17) — McKenzie High School 
sophomore basketball phenom Jaycee Stafford was 
presented a plaque Tuesday commemorating her 
recent achievement of 1,000 career points. Stafford 
reached the milestone on January 22 at West Carroll. 
She’s the fastest in MHS history to join the 1,000-point 
club. Pictured are (L to R): Lady Rebel Head Coach Dru 
Emerson, Stafford and MHS Principal Kelly Spivey. 
Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (February 
17) — Prior to their final 
regular season home games 
on Tuesday, McKenzie High 
School basketball senior 
players,  managers and 
cheerleaders were honored 

on the court, joined by fam-
ily members.

Senior Lady Rebels are 
Gracie Aird, daughter of 
Matt and Misty Aird; Ash-
ley Dunavant, daughter of 
James and Melissa Oswalt; 
and Molly French, daughter 
of Christina French and 

Misty Gibson.
The lone senior Rebel is 

Eli Vinson, son of Angela 
Douglas.

The lone senior cheer-
leader is Tobey Brooks, son 
of Sonny and Misty Brooks.

Senior managers are 
Carli Beeler, daughter of 

Tim and Ashley Beeler; 
and Carlton Townes, son 
of Yana and Michael Taylor, 
grandson of Carol Townes 
and great-grandson of the 
late Marsha Townes. Carl-
ton carried a photo of Mar-
sha and his late brother, 
Lorenzo Townes.

Above, McKenzie High 
School basketball se-
niors with family mem-
bers.  Right, McKenzie 
High School basketball 
seniors (L to R): Rebel 
Eli Vinson; cheerlead-
er Tobey Brooks; Lady 
Reb els  Gracie A ird, 
Ashley Dunavant and 
Molly French; and man-
agers Carli Beeler and 
Carlton Townes.  Photos 
by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKenzie Basketball Seniors Honored

McKenzie’s Jaycee Stafford 
Welcomed to 1,000-Point Club

BY DAVARION GILBERT
banner@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (February 19) 
— McKenzie High School 
hosted Hollow Rock-Bru-
ceton Central Thursday for 
the opening round of the 
District 12-1A Boys Bas-
ketball Tournament. The 
Tigers took a thrilling 63-60 
win to advance to the semi-
finals and end the Rebels’ 
season.

The Rebels took the first 
quarter, 14-11. Rebel Eli Vin-
son and Kason Brown each 
had a pair. Avery Brown and 
Cayden Ownby each hit 
two free throw shots. Cole 
Brown had a pair. Tiger Nic 
King had three pairs. Parker 
Finley hit two free throw 
shots. Brody Huff had a pair, 
and Seth Thomas hit a free 
throw shot.

The Rebels kept the lead 
at halftime, 27-25. Rebel 
A. Brown had two pairs. 
Nolan Facwett hit a three-
point shot. Vinson had a 
pair, and K. Brown hit a free 
throw shot. Tigers Junah 
Smith and Sal Sala each 
hit a three-point shot. Fin-
ley had a pair and two free 
throw shots. King and Huff 
each had a pair.

The Tigers took the lead, 

47-43, in the third quar-
ter. Huff scored three pairs 
and three free throw shots. 
King had two pairs. Sala 
hit a three-point shot and 
a free throw shot. Finley 
hit a three-point shot, and 
Kaydince Banks had a pair. 
Smith hit  a three-point 
shot and a free throw shot. 
Rebel C. Brown led with 
four pairs. A. Brown hit a 
three-point shot and a pair. 
Vinson had three free throw 
shots.

The Tigers held on in 
the fourth and won 63-60 
against the Rebels. Tiger 
Huff had four pairs and a 
free throw shot. Smith hit 
two three-point shots and a 
free throw shot. Rebel Vin-
son led with three pairs and 
a free throw shot. Kason 
Brown had a pair and two 
free throw shots. A. Brown 
had two pairs, and Cayden 
Ownby had a pair.

Brody Huff led the Tigers 
with 22 points. Junah Smith 
scored 14 points. Nic King 
scored 12 points.

Eli  Vinson and Aver y 
Brown led the Rebels with 
17 points each, followed 
by Cole Brown with ten 
points. Kason Brown had 
nine points.

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McEWEN (February 21) — McEwen 
High School hosted the District 12-1A 
Girls Basketball Tournament semi-
finals Saturday. First, the McKenzie 
Lady Rebels faced Houston County 
and were defeated 63-49 despite a tight 
first half. The Hollow Rock-Bruceton 
Central Lady Tigers closed a big gap in 
the third quarter, but fell 60-49 to the 
host Warriorettes.

Houston County Lady Irish 63, 
McKenzie Lady Rebels 49

The Lady Irish had a 15-11 lead 
after the opening frame, led by Peyton 
Brooks with six points on a pair of 
three-pointers. Kylee Smith also hit a 
three, and Kyaira Rains, Briley Buccia-
relli and Preslee Moore each had a pair. 
Lady Rebel Braylin Auvenshine scored 
nine points with a three, and Addyson 
Littleton had a pair.

McKenzie had a 9-6 edge in the 
second quarter, led by Jaycee Stafford 
with eight points, including a pair of 
threes. Molly French hit a free throw. 
Alley Mitchell hit a three for Houston 
County. Paisley Byler had a pair, and 
Smith hit a freebie. At the half, the Lady 
Irish led 21-20.

Houston County had a 17-12 ad-
vantage in the third, led by Smith with 
six points, including a three. Maddie 
Brooks scored four, and P. Brooks hit a 
three. Mitchell and Rains each added a 
pair. Stafford led the Lady Rebels with 
seven points. Auvenshine hit a three, 
and Littleton added a pair. Entering the 
final frame, Houston County led 38-32.

The Lady Irish sealed the win with 
a 25-17 tilt in the fourth, led by M. 
Brooks with 15 points, including a pair 
of three-pointers. Rains scored five, 
Bucciarelli had four points, and Moore 
hit a free throw. Stafford led McKenzie 
with nine points. Ava Hastings hit a 
three, and Littleton also scored three 
points. Auvenshine added a pair.

Lady Rebel Jaycee Stafford led all 
scorers with 24 points, including a pair 
of three-pointers. Braylin Auvenshine 
scored 14 with a pair of threes.

Maddie Brooks led Houston County 
with 19 points with a pair of threes.

McEwen Warriorettes 60, 
Central Lady Tigers 49

The Warriorettes doubled up Cen-
tral 12-6 in the first frame, led by Laila 
Downs-Darden with ten points, in-
cluding a three. Maggie Baker had a 
pair. Lady Tiger Belle Blankenship hit 
a three-pointer, and Emy Olds also 

scored three points.
McEwen pulled away with a 26-8 

advantage in the second quarter, led 
by Downs-Darden with 19 points with 
a three. Millie Littleton scored five, and 
Ava Lastovka had a pair. Ava Finley 
scored four for Central, and Cloe Mor-
gan and Abby Baker each had a pair. 
At the half, the Warriorettes led 38-14.

The Lady Tigers rallied 18-2 in the 
third to close the gap, led by Olds and 
Morgan with four points each. McKen-
zye Castleman hit a three-pointer, and 
Makala Bass also scored three points. 
Amelia Bennett and Lilly McGee each 
had a pair. Downs-Darden added a 
pair for McEwen. Heading into the 
final frame, the Warriorettes led 40-32.

McEwen clinched the win with a 20-
17 edge in the fourth, led by Lastovka 
with seven points. Downs-Darden 
scored six, M. Baker had four points, 
and Littleton scored three. Olds scored 
eight for Central with a pair of threes. 
A. Baker also hit a three, and Morgan, 
Finley and Castleman each added a 
pair.

Warriorette Laila Downs-Darden led 
all scorers with 37 points, including a 
pair of three-pointers.

Emy Olds led the Lady Tigers with 
15 points with a pair of threes.

Left, Lady Rebel Braylin Auvenshine gets in front of the Lady Irish defense for two points. Auvenshine 
scored 14 points.  Right, Lady Tiger Emy Olds fires a three-pointer. Olds led Central with 15 points. 
Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Lady Rebels Fall to Houston County, Lady Tigers to McEwen

Above, Tiger Junah Smith drains an open three-point-
er. Smith scored 14 for Central.  Below, Rebel Avery 
Brown fires a contested three-pointer. Brown led 
McKenzie (tie) with 17 points. Photo by Davarion Gil-
bert/The Banner

DISTRICT 12-1A BOYS BASKETBALL TOURNEY

Tigers End Rebels’ Season

DISTRICT 12-1A GIRLS BASKETBALL SEMIFINALS

BETHEL UNIVERSITY (February 21) — Members of the 2026 14-A All-District girls team included (not 
in order as pictured) Gracie Adams of Dresden, Yharia Bolden of Lake County, Elizabeth Jarred of 
Dresden, Skylar Arnold of Greenfield, Mariah Valentine of Lake County, Ahmyre Allen of Gleason, Alli 
McFarland of South Fulton, Molly Robinson of Dresden, Jacie West of Dresden, Lakin Chism of Lake 
County, Hylan Leach of Gleason, Ella Porter of Greenfield, and Rayanna Fisher of Greenfield, who was 
also the District 14-A MVP. Greenfield claimed first, Dresden second place, Lake County placed third, 
and Gleason placed fourth. Photo by Jeff Washburn

District 14-A All-District Girls Team Announced



For the past several years 
during Februar y,  The 
McKenzie Banner has 
produced a special edi-

tion featuring local Black residents 
and their stories.

We do this not because other stories 
are less important, but because many 
of these stories have remained untold. 
To be true stewards of history, we 
need not shy away or cherry pick the 
narrative, but welcome all voices to be 
part of the collective history. Only by 
doing this will we achieve harmony.

The Banner is thankful for each 
person who took the time to meet with 
us and share his or her stories. Thank 

you for the dedication and sacrifices 
you’ve made in your respective career 
fields and in service to our country. 
Your impact on the world is greater 
than you realize. Thank you for en-
trusting us to tell your stories.

Additionally, we are grateful to each 
sponsor of this edition. Your sup-
port makes local journalism possible. 
Reader, please remember to shop local 
first. Small businesses are the back-
bone of America, and your support 
makes the difference.

It is our great honor to bring you this 
tribute to Black history.

HHISTOISTORRY Y 

A Tribute to
 B BLACLACKK 
Special Edition
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M
cKENZIE (Feb-
ruary 18) — 
Hannah Bilger 
was the guest 

speaker at McKenzie High 
School’s Black History Month 
program, and she used her 
time at the podium to remind 
students of their potential — 
and the power they hold to 
shape their own futures.

Returning to the halls 
she once walked as a stu-
dent, Bilger opened her 
address with gratitude and 
reflection.

“Thank you to McKen-
zie for allowing me to be 
here today,” she said. “Being 
back here just reminds me 
that where you start is not 
your limit.”

Bilger is a 2018 graduate 
of McKenzie High School. 
She has since obtained a 
bachelor’s degree in com-
munications and a mas-

ter’s degree in higher edu-
cation leadership from the 
University of Tennessee 
at Martin. Bilger currently 
serves as the community 
engagement coordinator 
for the Weakley County Pre-
vention Coalition, where 
she focuses on prevention, 
education, outreach and 
building strong community 
partnerships.

Speaking to a packed 
room of students and fac-
ulty, Bilger centered her 
message on one repeated 
phrase: “You are built for 
this moment.”

She encouraged students 
to understand that life’s 
challenges are not setbacks, 
but preparation.

“Being built doesn’t mean 
being perfect,” Bilger said. 
“It means being tested. It 
means being stretched. It 
means surviving things you 
thought would stop you.”

Throughout her speech, 
Bilger emphasized personal 

responsibility and owner-
ship. While acknowledging 
that students cannot con-
trol everything that hap-
pens to them, she stressed 
that they can control how 
they respond.

“You control the effort 
you give,” she said. “You 
control your next choice.”

She illustrated how small 
decisions accumulate over 
time.

“Choices stack,” Bilger 
said, raising her arm. “Small 
choices become habits. 
Habits become your des-
tination. Your destination 
becomes your future.”

Bilger also addressed the 
labels and doubts young 
people sometimes face, urg-
ing students not to internal-
ize negative narratives.

“Other people may try 
to put labels on you, say-
ing that you’re not smart 
enough, you’re not enough, 
you’re not going to make it,” 
she said. “But those words 

are not the final draft.”
Instead of seeking vali-

dation through attention or 
popularity, she encouraged 
discipline and direction.

“Ownership isn’t always 
flashy,” Bilger said. “Some-
times it looks like showing 
up when it’s hard. Asking 
for help. Doing the right 
thing when no one is watch-
ing. Choosing growth over 
comfort.”

She reminded students 
that change is possible — 
academically, personally 
and spiritually — but only 
if they decide to act.

“Stop waiting for moti-
vation. Stop waiting for the 
perfect opportunity. Stop 
waiting for permission,” she 
said. “This is the moment.”

Bilger also took time 
to thank educators in the 
room, recognizing their in-
fluence beyond academics.

“You’re not just teaching 
lessons,” she said. “You are 
building character, con-
fidence and legacy. Your 
impact will go far beyond 
these walls.”

As her address conclud-
ed, Bilger led students in 
a call-and-response affir-

mation: “I am built for this 
moment.”

In a program designed 
to celebrate history and 
progress, Bilger’s message 
focused squarely on the 
present — urging students 
to take ownership of their 
present circumstances.

“Every generation,” she 
said, “has a moment where 
they decide, ‘Am I going 
to repeat the past, or am I 
going to build something 
greater and better?’ This is 
your moment.”

Bilger received a standing 
ovation at the conclusion 
of her speech — but she 
wasn’t done yet. Bilger, a 
member of the Delta Sig-
ma Theta Sorority, Inc., lat-
er joined members of the 
University of Tennessee at 
Martin’s Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. and Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. for a 
strolling performance that 
closed out the ceremony.

Hannah Bilger Delivers Black History Month Address 
On Accountability, Personal Growth

Left, Hannah Bilger (center) is pic-
tured with McKenzie High School Mi-
nority Council leaders, Principal Kelly 
Spivey and members of the University 
of Tennessee at Martin’s Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. and Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  Above, Hannah 
Bilger speaks to McKenzie High School 
students. Photos by Lyndsey Summers/
The Banner

QUOTE
“Every generation has a moment where they 

decide, ‘Am I going to repeat the past, or 
am I going to build something greater and 

better?’ This is your moment.”

— Hannah Bilger

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

L
i n d a  R o b i n s o n 
Hicks was born in 
McLemoresville 
to Andrew Luter, 

a farmer, and Onnie Luter, 
a homemaker, the fourth of 
eight siblings.

She attended Dunbar 
School in McLemoresville 
and MTA in Atwood be-
fore attending Webb High 
School in McKenzie for her 
final three years.

Linda graduated in 1966 
with the final class to grad-
uate from Webb.

W h i l e  a t  We b b,  s h e 
played basketball under 
Coach James Greer, her 
cousin.

She told The Banner, “I 
had the best education I 
could have received,” some-
thing she learned quick-
ly after graduation when 
s h e  m ov e d  t o  C h i c a g o 
and joined the workforce. 
“I found out that I knew a 
lot more than most of the 
people I worked with, so I’ll 
always be thankful for that 
education.”

Her first job was as a 
secretary for Allied Radio, 
which closed. She then 
worked at a bank before 
she was hired by the Uni-
versity of Chicago in 1972. 

She was hired as a medical 
biller, but was promoted to 
supervisor, manager and, 
eventually, director in the 
finance department.

Linda worked for the uni-
versity for over 40 years until 
her retirement 12 years ago.

She said, “Life was good 

to me, and I think it’s be-
cause of  the way I  was 
raised and the education I 
received.”

Linda is married to Thom-
as Hicks and has two sons 
and four grandchildren.

She is an active member 
of the Webb Alumni Associ-

ation, serving as co-chairper-
son over scholarship funds. 
She’s also the vice president 
and treasurer of the organi-
zation’s Chicago chapter.

She said, “Webb was re-
ally significant because of 
who I became and how I 
was able to succeed, sup-

port my family and educate 
my children. I learned so 
much. I didn’t realize how 
much until I got out into 
the real world. It shaped my 
whole life, really made me 
who I am. Being brought up 
in church and school, that 
combination and the fam-

ily atmosphere, it was just 
great. I  wish that my kids 
could have experienced 
what I did.”

S h e  n o t e d  t h a t  h e r 
grandchildren love to visit 
Webb, and the three old-
est are Webb scholarship 
recipients.

Left, Thomas and Linda Hicks.  Right, Linda Hicks with her two sons and four grandchildren. Submitted photos

Linda Robinson Hicks 1966 Webb Graduate
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M
i c h a e l  Ta t e 
has dedicated 
much of his 
life to service 

— service to his country, 
to his workplace and to his 
community. Asked how he 
hopes to be remembered, 
his answer is simple: for his 
fairness.

That principle has fol-
lowed Tate from his early 
adult years into retirement, 
influencing the way he 
works, leads and serves.

After graduating from 
an integrated Trezevant 
High School in 1969, Tate 
attended vocational school 
and worked briefly before 
being drafted into the U.S. 
Army during the Vietnam 
era. He served two years 
in communications, sup-
porting troops overseas 
while stationed in the Unit-
ed States.

His assignments included 
White Sands Missile Range 
in New Mexico, Fort Camp-
bell in Kentucky and West 
Point in New York, where he 
helped train cadets in field 
communications. 

Within three weeks of 
leaving the Army, he was 
hired for a job with DuPont, 
where his father worked. 
That opportunity turned 
into a 42-year career.

At DuPont, Tate started 
in production and steadi-
ly moved up to supervisor 
and, later, area manager. 
He ran a $4 million exper-
imental pilot plant and 
helped develop products 
containing titanium dioxide 
— a white pigment used in 
paint, cosmetics and build-
ing materials found in ev-
eryday life.

“I did good service for the 
company,” he said.

His leadership style cen-
tered on recognizing people 
as individuals.

“I’m not a believer of 
treating ever ybody the 
same,” Tate said. “Every-
body’s different. You have to 
learn whoever you deal with 
and treat them accordingly 
… and try to treat them like 
you would be treated.”

While he built  a long 
and stable career, Tate also 
witnessed moments that 
revealed lingering racial 
tensions.  He recalls  an 
incident early on when 
someone kicked him in 
what was described as a 
prank. The individual later 
apologized. He also re-
members nooses appear-
ing in certain areas of the 
plant, though no one ever 
claimed responsibility.

“Discrimination is so … 
disguised now,” he said. 
“But it’s there.”

Rather than withdraw, 
Tate leaned further into 
service.

After retiring in 2014, he 
became increasingly active 
in civic life. He serves on 
the Carroll County Elec-
tion Commission, help-
ing monitor and admin-

ister elections. The role 
involves reviewing voter 
registration information, 
ensuring procedures are 
fol lowe d corre ct ly  and 
preparing for busy elec-
tion cycles.

He also serves as a board 
member for West Tennes-
see Legal Services and is 
an active member of the 
NAACP. His appointment 
to West Tennessee Legal 
Ser vices came after the 
passing of an NAACP rep-
resentative from Carroll 
County. Tate believes his 
corporate experience and 
active involvement in the 
NAACP played a role in his 
selection.

Wi t h  t h e  NA A C P,  h e 
works on issues that arise 
locally — cases involving 
discrimination, housing 
concerns  or  s i tuat ions 
where individuals believe 
they have been treated 
unfairly.

“ We  m a i n l y  w o rk  o n 
p r o b l e m s  w h e n  t h e y 
arise,” he said. “When we 
think somebody has been 
wronged … we try to repre-

sent them, look out for their 
best interest.”

Tate said he grew up 
around the NAACP. Family 
members and acquaintanc-
es were involved, and he 
understood what the orga-
nization stood for. Joining 
after retirement felt like a 
natural extension of values 
he had long carried.

“That’s the whole pur-
pose of a quality life,” he 
said. “Serving your fellow 
man.”

H i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
service has also included 
time on the Huntingdon 
P l a n n i n g  C o m m i ss i o n , 
w h e r e  h e  p a r t i c i p a t e d 
in discussions about the 
city’s future growth and 
development.  He twice 
ran for county commis-
sioner, saying he believed 
he could help the county. 
Though he was not elect-
ed, he remains engaged in 
local issues.

Tate also plays a key role 
in preserving Black history 
in Carroll County through 
his work with the Webb 
School Alumni Association, 

where he serves as first vice 
president. Though he did 
not attend Webb himself, 
his siblings did. In his role, 
he manages bylaws and 
policies and works to en-
sure the organization stays 
on course.

“Some organizations, if 
they deviate from their by-
laws and policies, they can 
become nonexistent,” he 
said.

For Tate, preserving his-
tory is tied to protecting 
community identity. Many 
former Black school build-
ings in the county — in-
cluding the McLemores-
ville, Trezevant and Atwood 
(MTA) School he attended 
for several years — have 
been destroyed or repur-
posed, and records have 
been lost. 

“Preserving Black histo-
ry, especially now, is more 
important than it ever was,” 
he said.

Throughout his life, Tate 
has seen change. He at-
tended segregated schools 
before graduating from 
an integrated high school. 

He served in the military 
during a turbulent period 
in American history. He 
built a decades-long ca-
reer in industry and later 
stepped into public service 
roles.

He acknowledges prog-
ress over the past 50 years 
but also sees continuing 
i n e q u i t i e s  i n  e m p l o y -
ment opportunities and 
representation.

“It’s gotten better,” he 
said. “But it’s still a lot of 
things that … it’s a lot of 
glass ceilings.”

Tate and his wife, Mon-
i c a  A d a m s  Ta t e ,  h a v e 
lived in Huntingdon for 
decades. Tate has three 
children: Treven Markee 
Tate and the late Erica Tate 
Harris and Terence Tate. 
He is the grandfather of 
six and great-grandfather 
of three.

When reflecting on his 
life, Tate does not point first 
to military assignments, 
management titles or board 
memberships. He returns to 
character, to fairness and to 
service.

Michael Tate A Lifetime of Service to Community and Country

Left, Michael Tate is pictured with his wife, Monica Adams Tate.  Right, Michael Tate’s children — Terence, Erica and Treven Markee — are 
photographed together. Submitted photos

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

P
r isci l la  Staten 
Smith was born in 
Milan and raised 
in Huntingdon.

She’s the daughter of Jim 
Staten, a construction work-
er who worked across the 
country on U.S. highways, 
and Susie Staten Marshal, 
who sold insurance and 
also worked at the office of 
Dr. Gideon in Huntingdon.

Priscilla attended school 
in Clarksburg and then 
at  Hale  Junior  High in 
Huntingdon. She spent her 
final three years at Webb 
High School, where she 
graduated in 1966 at age 
16 as part of the final grad-
uating class.

W h i l e  a t  We b b,  s h e 
played basketball and was a 
temporary hall monitor. Her 
teachers were Robert Sim-
mons and Doris Woodard. 
Priscilla was part of Wood-
ard’s business department.

Priscilla attended Ten-
nessee State University and 
graduated with an asso-
ciate’s degree in Business 
Education.

She worked for the State 
of Tennessee for 20 years 
before moving to St. Louis, 
where she worked at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden 
for 14 years until her retire-
ment six years ago.

At the garden, she was 
an interpreter in the histor-
ic home of founder Henry 
Shaw and managed the vol-
unteer tour guides.

She’s an active mem-
ber of New Sunny Mount 
Baptist Church, serving as 
secretary, Sunday school 
superintendent and a mem-
ber of the choir.

Priscilla is also a mem-
ber of the Webb Alumni 
Associat ion.  Since last 
year, she has served as the 
national secretary for the 
organization and is a past 
parliamentarian.

She told The Banner, “Be-
ing a part of the last class, to 
see that as a people we have 

come together, and we are 
not going to let the history 
of Webb High School go 
away. It was an important 
part of the community for 
many years. After integra-
tion, we were scattered, 
but a few people came to-
gether to protect the legacy. 
The intent now is to keep 
bringing in our children and 
grandchildren to continue 
the legacy, or it could all 
be lost. It’s a legacy that has 
to continue, and, with the 
people we have in positions 
now, I’m excited to see how 
it’s going to continue.”

Priscilla has one son and 
three granddaughters who 
reside in Nashville.

Priscilla Staten Smith
1966 Webb High School Graduate

Priscilla’s Webb High School graduation photo. Sub-
mitted photo

Classmates from the Webb Class of 1966 (L to R): Neal Williamson, Peggy Hillsman, 
Dr. Joe Bryant, Priscilla Staten Smith and Ike Gilbert. Submitted photo

Th e  h i st o r y  o f  A f r i -
can Americans has been 
shaped by many influen-
tial figures, including var-
ious civil rights activists. 
Ruby Bridges may be one 
of the youngest. At age 
six, Ruby Bridges became 
the first African American 
student to integrate the 
formerly all-white Wil-
liam Frantz Elementary 
School in New Orleans. 

Although Bridges lived 
f ive blocks away from 
William Frantz Elemen-
tary School, she had to at-
tend kindergarten several 
miles away at an all-black 
segregated school. Bridg-
es volunteered to take an 
entrance test to be able 
to attend the all-white 
school. The test was pur-
portedly designed to be 
extremely difficult so that 

students would have a 
hard time passing it, and 
thusly New Orleans could 
avoid de-segregation if 
all the African American 
children failed the test. 

Individuals from the 
NAACP informed Bridges’ 
parents that their daugh-
ter was one of only six 
African American stu-
dents to pass the test. On 
November 14, 1960, she 
was escorted to class by 
her mother and the Unit-
ed States Marshals Ser-
vice due to the presence 
of angr y mobs outside 
the school. Bridges was 
the first African Ameri-
can student to attend the 
school and the first black 
child to attend an all-
white elementary school 
in the south. 

The first day of school 

proved poor as nearly all 
of the white parents at 
the school had kept their 
children home and Bridg-
es spent the day with the 
principal.  The ensuing 
days weren’t much bet-
ter. Eventually, only one 
teacher in the school , 
Barbara Henry, formerly 
of Boston, agreed to teach 
Bridges.  Bridges never 
missed a day of school 
that year, even though she 
ate lunch alone each day 
and no one played with 
her at recess. 

Her  early  foray  into 
c i v i l  r i g h t s  p r o m p t e d 
Bridges to establish The 
Ruby Bridges Founda-
tion to promote toler-
ance and change through 
education.

Ruby Bridges is escorted to class by the U.S. Marshal Service. Photo Courtesy 
Associated Press

Did You Know?

“If you really think about it, if we begin to teach history 
exactly the way that it happened - good, bad, ugly, no matter 
what - I believe that we’re going to find that we are closer, 
more connected than we are apart. ” 

— Ruby Bridges
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“My humanity is bound 
up in yours, for we can 

only be human together.”

— Desmond Tutu
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J
o h n  D.  Wi l l i a m s 
was one of the last 
students to grad-
u a t e  f ro m  We b b 

S c h o o l ,  r e c e i v i n g  h i s 
diploma just  one year 
b e f o re  d e s e g re g a t i o n . 
Looking back, Williams 
credits many of his life’s 
successes to the lessons 
i n s t i l l e d  b y  h i s  We b b 
School instructors.

B e t w e e n  1 9 5 8  a n d 
1966, Webb School served 
as the sole educational fa-
cility for Black students 
in grades one through 
twelve in Carroll County.

Wi l l i a m s  g r a d u a t e d 
as part of a 52-member 
class.  At  the time,  op-
portunities for Black stu-
dents were often limited 
by segregation and eco-
nomic barriers. Some of 
his classmates went on to 
college; Williams did not.

“Many of  us did not 
h a v e  t h a t  o p p o r t u n i -
ty ,  but  we were  given 
enough education from 
the staff  here at  Webb 
High School,” said Wil-
liams. “We were prepared 
to deal with life as it was 
presented to us in the 
world.”

Williams said his in-
structors taught him and 
his classmates more than 
academics. They taught 
them how to communi-
cate with others, how to 
carr y themselves with 
dignity and how to treat 
people with respect. He 
said the school presented 
him with opportunities 
that, otherwise, he might 
not have had.

After high school, Wil-
liams took a job with a 
local construction com-
pany. Though grateful for 
the opportunity, he soon 
realized construction was 
not the path he wanted 
to pursue long-term. Af-
ter working two or three 
other jobs, he made a de-
cision that would reshape 

his future:  he enlisted 
in the United States Air 
Force.

Wi l l i a m s  s e r v e d  h i s 
country for four years be-
fore returning to Carroll 
County, where he settled 
in Huntingdon.

He began working for 
RJR Archer — now Gräng-
es — an aluminum manu-
facturing company, start-
ing as a packer. Through 
the years, he climbed the 
ranks — machine oper-
ator, lab technician, fi-
nal inspector, supervisor 
— eventually becoming 
manager and superin-
tendent of the finishing 
d e p a r t m e n t .  Wi l l i a m s 
served as superintendent 
for 33 years before retir-
ing in 2002 as the startup 
coordinator for the com-
pany’s new plant.

S i n c e  r e t i r i n g ,  Wi l -
liams has dedicated his 
life to ministry, serving 
as pastor of Timberlake 
Grove Baptist Church in 
Wildersville.

“Webb prepared me to 
do all  of these things,” 

said Williams. “I feel like 
my entire life was affected 
by the education I got at 
Webb High School.… It 
is actually a thrill for me 
to be able to say, ‘Thank 
you, Webb High School.’”

Wil l iams has ser ve d 
as the second vice pres-
ident of the Webb School 
Alumni Association. The 
alumni group operates 
nationwide, connecting a 
community of classmates 
who, together,  work to 
preser ve the legacy of 
their alma mater.

The present-day Webb 
School building houses 
an on-site museum ded-
icated to preserving the 
history of the school and 
its students. The museum 
is open to the public on 
Tuesdays and is available 
for tours any day of the 
week upon appointment.

Now recognized on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places, Webb School 
stands as a symbol of re-
silience — and Williams 
remains one of its living 
legacies.

John D. Williams
A Testament to Webb School’s Resilience
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BLACK HISTORY  MONTH

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

H.B. Adkisson of McKen-
zie was born in Trezevant 
in 1939 to Dink and Essie B. 
(Hampton) Adkisson.

He was the youngest of 
ten children, and his moth-
er died when he was very 
young. He was raised by his 
father and sisters.

The family were share-
croppers, raising cotton, 
corn and hogs.

H.B. describes his father 
as “kind of a cultured guy,” 
and told The Banner about 
his “ginseng hunting” for 
extra money. “When I was 
a child, this would be in 
August, he would come 
home and he’d have these 
roots. We had an old pump, 
and I had to pump that old 
pump and wash those roots. 
He’d lay them on top of the 
house to dry, and he’d ship 
them. That was one of the 
ways he made money.”

H.B. first went to Clay 
School, a two-room school 
in Trezevant, about a mile 
and a half from his house 
on Highway 79.

He attended Webb School 
in McKenzie from ninth 
grade until his graduation 
in 1959. He spent two years 
on the old Webb campus, 
with multiple buildings for 
things like the dormitories, 
cafeteria and gymnasium. 
Then, the new building was 
constructed with everything 
under one roof.

W h i l e  a t  We b b,  H . B . 
played basketball and par-
ticipated in agriculture ac-
tivities such as livestock 
judging, in which he com-
peted at the state level one 
year.

He also did some wood-
working, which led him to 
devote some of his time in 
retirement to decorative 
woodwork.

After high school, H.B. 
did farm labor and worked 
at a service station until he 
joined the military.

He attended basic train-
ing at Ft. Smith in Arkansas 
and advanced training at 
Ft. Bliss in El Paso. He then 
went to Ft. Sill in Oklahoma 
for ballistic missile training.

H.B. said, “I only saw a 
live missile one time, but it 
wasn’t a live warhead. We 
went to White Sands, New 
Mexico, and fired it. We 
only did that one time. We 
left Ft. Sill in a convoy. We 
fired at a target 114 miles 
away and hit 14 feet from 
center of target. We were 
right there, in a bunker, no 
more than 140 yards from 
it, and you’re looking at it 
going up. A missile going up 
doesn’t look like what you 
see on television, it kind of 
lags, then goes up.”

He was deployed to Ko-
rea for 14 months with the 
3rd Missile Battalion, 81st 
Artillery Regiment.

At the time, units were 
just beginning to integrate. 
His unit had about 350 men, 
and only seven were black.

H.B. described the ex-
perience, “You wind up on 
duty more than most peo-
ple. And that’s just a fact. 
And your promotions aren’t 
going to come on like other 

people.”
H e  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e 

chance to travel. On the 
journey across the Pacific 
Ocean, his ship made stops 
in Hawaii and Japan.

At the end of his deploy-
ment, H.B. returned to Ft. 
Sill and retired from mili-
tary service.

He worked at Brown Shoe 
Company for less than a 
year before he was hired at 
the Milan arsenal, where he 
worked until his retirement 
in 1999.

He hired in on produc-
tion for about ten months, 
then transferred to securi-
ty, where his military spe-
cialization in safeguarding 
classified materials was a 
valuable asset.

When Vietnam ended, his 
unique skill set allowed him 
to stay on when the arsenal 
decreased its ranks from 
a wartime high of about 
7,000 people down to about 
2,000.

It was also during his 
time at the arsenal when 
H.B. picked up golf. Some 
coworkers challenged him 
to try it, and he practiced 
hard.

When he first played in 
the arsenal’s golf tourna-
ment, he finished in last 
place. Five years later, he 
won it.

Golf would become a big 
part of his life as he would 
travel to places like Mem-
phis, Nashville and Little 
Rock to compete.

H.B. also became a mem-
ber of the Carroll Lake Golf 
Club, possibly the first black 

member.
He won back-to-back se-

nior club championships 
in 2003-4.

In addition to golfing, 
H.B. took up fishing, which 
he continued until around 
2020. The highlight of his 
t ime on the water  was 
catching a 50-plus pound 
catfish in Camden.

One hobby he has con-
tinued is woodworking. He 
has a small shop beside his 
home where he crafts duck 
calls, decorative crosses and 
clock bodies.

H e  e n j o y s  a t t e n d i n g 
Nights on Broadway and 
going to the movies.

H.B. said, “You know, I’m 
a different kind of person. 
I enjoy people, but I enjoy 
peace more than anything. 
I just like to be at peace 
with everybody. I don’t like 
confusion. I like to be suc-
cessful with anything I do, 
but I still love to be at peace. 
And I like to treat everybody 
fairly. I don’t look at you as 
a white man. I look at you as 
a human being. And I guess 
that’s one of the reasons 
I got along so well at the 
arsenal, because I treated 
everybody with the same 
respect. I didn’t have any 
favorites, and I don’t think 
of myself as better than any-
body. You know, I just do 
the best I can. That’s it.”

H.B. has one daughter, 
Kimberly Bell Webb, two 
sons, Rodney and Randall 
and four grandchildren.

He attends Mount Ar-
arat  Baptist  Church in 
Trezevant.

H.B. Adkisson

Above, H.B. Adkisson won the company golf tourna-
ment during his tenure at the Milan Arsenal.  Below, 
H.B. Adkisson caught a 50-plus pound catfish while 
fishing in Camden. Submitted photos

H.B. Adkisson does decorative woodwork in his home shop, including duck calls 
and decorative crosses. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner
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D
uring Wednes-
day’s Black His-
tory Month pro-
gram, the McK-

enzie High School Minority 
Council honored Jeremy 
Bilger and Dr. Karlene Ellis 
for their years of service and 
impact on students.

Minority Council Vice 
President Aleecia Williams 
presented a certificate to 
Bilger, recognizing his faith-
ful leadership and commit-
ment to uplifting others.

Bilger moved to McKenzie 
in 2007 with his wife, Aimee, 
and two children, Hannah 
and Joe’L. He served six years 

as a youth pastor at Brooks 
Chapel in South Fulton and 
now serves as assistant pas-
tor, continuing his dedication 
to ministry and service.

Bilger holds a bachelor’s 
degree in health science 
with a minor in coaching 
and serves as the assistant 
soccer coach at McKenzie 
High School. He is also the 
founder of UP Outreach, 
an organization supporting 
senior citizens and promot-
ing dignity and purpose at 
every stage of life. Williams 
noted that his impact reach-
es far beyond the church 
and into the everyday lives 
of those he serves.

Minority Council Presi-

dent Carlton Townes then 
honored Dr. Karlene Ellis 
for her inspiring journey 
and commitment to educa-
tion and leadership.

Ellis grew up in Jamaica 
and became a first-genera-
tion college student before 
earning her doctoral de-
gree. She attended Bethel 
University, where she ex-
celled academically and 
athletically, helping lead 
her soccer team to three na-
tional tournament appear-
ances. Her team was later 
inducted into the Bethel 
University Hall of Fame.

Today, Ellis serves as a 
special education teach-
er and as McKenzie High 

School’s head soccer coach, 
where she mentors stu-
dent-athletes and has led 
the program to record-set-
t i n g  s u c c e s s.  S h e  a l s o 
founded the Carroll Coun-
ty Special Athletic Games 
to promote inclusion and 
remains active in mentoring 
and community service.

Townes praised Ellis for 
her strength, dedication 
and unwavering belief in 
students’ potential.

The recognition of Bilger 
and Ellis served as a re-
minder that Black History 
Month is not only about 
honoring the past, but cel-
ebrating the leaders making 
an impact today.

Left, Minority Council President Carlton Townes presents a certificate to Dr. Karlene Ellis (left).  Right, Mi-
nority Council Vice President Aleecia Williams presents a certificate to Jeremy Bilger (left). Photos by Lyndsey 
Summers/The Banner

McKenzie Minority Council 
Lauds Bilger, Ellis for Service

B
l a c k  Hi s t o r y 
Month often 
highlights the 
lasting influ-

ence of historically Black 
fraternities and sororities, 
commonly known as the 
“Divine Nine.”

The Divine Nine refers 
to the nine historically 
Black Greek-letter orga-
nizations that make up 
the National Pan-Hellenic 
Council (NPHC), founded 
in 1930 at Howard Uni-
versity. The organizations 
were established between 
1906 and 1963 during a 
time when Black students 
were largely excluded 
from campus l i fe  and 
leadership opportunities.

The nine organizations 
are Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity, Inc. (1906), Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
(1908), Kappa Alpha Psi 
Fraternity, Inc. (1911), 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Inc. (1911), Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. (1913), 
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, 
Inc. (1914), Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Inc. (1920), Sig-
ma Gamma Rho Soror-
ity, Inc. (1922) and Iota 
Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc. 
(1963).

Beyond social fellow-
ship, these organizations 
were founded on prin-
ciples  of  scholarship, 
service, leadership and 
advocacy. Members have 
historically played key 

roles in civil rights efforts, 
education initiatives and 
community development 
across the nation.

One of the most recog-
nizable traditions of Di-
vine Nine culture is the 
step show. Stepping is a 
rhythmic, synchronized 
p e r f o r m a n c e  a r t  t h a t 
uses clapping, stomping, 
chanting and coordinated 
movement to tell stories, 
express pride and repre-
sent organizational unity. 
The tradition draws influ-
ence from African dance, 
military drills and Black 
collegiate culture.

C l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  i s 
strolling, a coordinated 
line dance performed by 
fraternity and sorority 
members at events and 
celebrations. Unlike step-
ping, strolling is typically 
done in a line formation 
to music, emphasizing 
unity and brotherhood or 
sisterhood.

To d ay ,  D i v i n e  Ni n e 
organizations continue 
to ser ve communities 
through mentorship pro-
grams, scholarships, voter 
registration efforts and 
service projects, maintain-
ing a legacy that spans 
more than a  centur y. 
Their traditions — from 
scholarship to stepping 
— remain a vibrant part 
of Black cultural and col-
legiate life.

The History 
And Impact
Of the Divine Nine

Blood Bank
Charles Richard Drew 

became interested in re-
searching the preser va-
tion of blood when he was 
studying at Columbia Uni-
versity. Drew discovered a 
method of separating red 
blood cells from plasma 
and then storing the two 
components separately. 
This new process allowed 
blood to be stored for more 
than a week, which was 
the maximum at that time. 
Drew documented these 
findings in a paper that led 
to the first blood bank.

Potato Chips
George Crum was work-

ing as a chef at a resort in 
New York. A customer sent 
his dish of french fries back 
to the kitchen, claiming that 
they weren’t good. In an ir-
ritated fit, Crum cut the po-
tatoes as thinly as possible, 
fried them until they were 
burnt crisps, and threw a 
generous handful of salt 
on top. Thus, the chip was 
born.

Gas Mask
Garrett Morgan devel-

oped what he called the 
safety hood after noticing 
how many firefighters were 
killed by smoke on the job. 
The hood, which went over 
the head, featured tubes 
connected to wet sponges 
that filtered out smoke and 
provided fresh oxygen.

Protective Mailbox
Philip B. Downing cre-

ated a mailbox design that 
featured an outer door 
and an inner safety door 
to avoid parcels being sto-
len. This safety device al-
lowed mailboxes to be set 
up everywhere.

Home Security System
African American nurse 

Mary Van Brittan Brown, 
devised an early security 
unit for her own home. She 
and her husband took out a 
patent for the system in the 
same year, and they were 
awarded the patent three 
years later, in 1969. Home 
security systems common-
ly used today took various 
elements from her design.

Three-Light Traffic 
Light

Garrett Morgan was the 
first Black person in Cleve-
land, Ohio, to own a car. 
After he witnessed a se-
vere car accident at an in-
tersection in the city, he 
expanded on the current 
traffic light by adding a 
“yield” component, warn-
ing oncoming drivers of an 
impending stop.

Refrigerated Trucks 
Frederick McKinley Jones 

created a roof-mounted 
cooling system that was 
used to refrigerate goods 
on trucks during extended 
transportation in the mid-

1930s. He received a patent 
for his invention in 1940 
and co-founded the US 
Thermo Control Compa-
ny, later known as Thermo 
King.

Automatic Elevator 
Doors

Alexander Miles took out 
a patent in 1887 for a mech-
anism that automatically 
opens and closes elevator 
shaft doors. His designs are 
largely reflected in elevators 
used today.

Folding Cabinet Bed
In 1885, Sarah Goode be-

came the first Black wom-
an to receive a US patent. 
She moved to Chicago and 
opened a furniture store. It 
was there she came up with 
an industry changing idea 
that brought more urban 
residents with limited space 
into her store.

Improved Ironing Board
In the late 19th centu-

ry, the ironing board was 
improved by Sarah Boone. 
One of the first Black wom-
en in U.S. history to receive 
a patent, she created a nar-
rower and curved design, 
making it easier to iron 
garments. Boone’s design 
morphed into the modern 
board that we use today.

Electret Microphone
Dr. James E. West co-in-

vented a foil electret mi-
crophone, which was less 

expensive to produce than 
the typically used condens-
er microphones.

Color IBM PC Monitor, 
Gigahertz Chip

You can thank Mark Dean 
for co-inventing the color 
monitor. Without his inven-
tion, we’d still be typing in a 
colorless interweb.

Super Soaker
Summer just wouldn’t be 

the same without Lonnie 
Johnson’s invention. John-
son was an Aerospace En-
gineer for NASA who’ hap-
pened to invent the popular 
children’s toy.

Lawn Sprinkler
This invention by Joseph 

A. Smith helped dads ev-
erywhere keep their grass 
green while allowing kids a 
fun toy to jump around in.

Peanut Butter
Everyone and their dog 

can thank George Washing-
ton Carver for the invention 
of peanut butter.

Clothes Dryer
George T. Sampson creat-

ed the clothes dryer in 1892.

Laserphaco
Patricia Bath, an ophthal-

mologist and laser scientist, 
invented a device and tech-
nique used to remove cat-
aracts and revive patients’ 
eyesight.

Automatic Gear Shift 
Richard Spikes created 

the automatic gear shift, 
helping people drive up 
hills everywhere.

Folding Chair
John Purdy created the 

folding chair, which is used 
in picnics and school grad-
uations everywhere.

Golf Tees
Golf was a totally differ-

ent sport before Dr. George 
Grant came along.

Ice Cream Scooper
Alfred L. Cralle invented 

the ice cream scooper, al-
lowing kids to have larger 
scoops than spoonfuls.

Source: DailyHive.com

Things You Probably Didn’t Know 
Were Created By Black Inventors
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Madam C.J. Walker was the child of former slaves. 
She later became the first female African American 
millionaire. Photo Courtesy A’Lelia Bundles/Walker 
Family Collection

Madam C.J. Walker in-
vented a line of African 
American hair products 
after  suffering from a 
scalp ailment that result-
ed in her own hair loss. 
She promoted her prod-
ucts by traveling around 
the country giving lec-
ture-demonstrations and 
eventually established 
Madame C.J. Walker Lab-
oratories to manufacture 
cosmetics and train sales 
beauticians. 

Walker was born Sarah 
Breedlove on December 
23, 1867, on a cotton plan-
tation near Delta, Louisi-
ana. Her parents, Owen 
and Minerva, were en-
slaved and recently freed, 
and Sarah, who was their 
fifth child, was the first in 
her family to be free-born.

At age 14, to escape 
both her oppressive work-
ing environment and the 
frequent mistreatment she 
endured at the hands of 
her brother-in-law, Sar-
ah married a man named 
Moses McWilliams. On 
June 6, 1885, Sarah gave 
birth to a daughter, A’Lelia.

When Moses died two 
years later,  Sarah and 
A’Lelia moved to St. Lou-
is, where Sarah’s brothers 
had established them-

selves as barbers. There, 
Sarah found work as a 
washerwoman, earning 
$1.50 a day — enough to 
send her daughter to the 
city’s public schools.

In 1907 Walker and her 
husband traveled around 
the South and Southeast 
promoting her products 
and giving lecture demon-
strations of her “Walker 
Method” — involving her 
own formula for pomade, 
brushing and the use of 
heated combs.

As profits continued 
to grow, in 1908 Walker 
opened a factory and a 
beauty school in Pitts-
burgh, and by 1910, when 
Walker transferred her 
business operations to 
Indianapolis, the Madam 
C.J. Walker Manufactur-
ing Company had be-
come wildly successful, 
with profits that were the 
modern-day equivalent 
of several million dollars.

Her business acumen 
led her to be one of the 
first American women 
to become a self-made 
millionaire. She was also 
known for her philan-
thropic endeavors, includ-
ing a donation toward the 
construction of an Indi-
anapolis YMCA in 1913.

Did You Know?

“I had to make my own living and my own opportunity. But I made it! Don’t 
sit down and wait for the opportunities to come. Get up and make them.” 

— Madam C.J. Walker
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B
raxton Hobson 
can pinpoint the 
exact moment 
he realized he 

wanted to be a teacher. 
He was a senior at McK-

enzie High School, watch-
ing his teachers interact 
with him and his class-
mates,  when a thought 
suddenly struck him: those 
same teachers had taught 
and inspired hundreds of 
students before, and they 
would continue impacting 
hundreds more even after 
he left the school. Some-
where in that realization, 
Hobson knew he wanted to 
be part of that legacy.

Six years later, now nick-
named “Mr. B” by hundreds 
of McKenzie Middle School 
students, Hobson stands at 
the front of a seventh-grade 
English classroom in the 
same school he once at-
tended, just down the hall 
from his former teachers. 
He now bears the same re-
sponsibilities as his men-
tors, but he has a slightly 
different perspective.

Hobson grew up sur-
rounded by people who 
understood what it meant 
to invest in others. The 
youngest child of Craig 
and Renee Hobson,  he 
learned from an early age 
that investing in the people 
around him wasn’t a choice 
so much as a way of life. 
His father preaches at St. 
John Baptist Church and 
works in human resourc-
es. His mother worked for 
years as a special educa-
tion teacher and still runs 
a local tutoring program 
at Webb School,  called 
Two Sisters and a Book.
Hobson’s parents also made 
sure he and his siblings un-
derstood his family’s prox-
imity to slavery and Jim 
Crow Laws. 

Hobson’s great-grand-
father was enslaved. His 
grandfather, Ralph Tate, 
lived through segregation. 
Hobson’s parents taught 
him to treat his family’s 
history not as a source of 
fear, but as vital information 
that has shaped his family’s 

story and affected how he 
carries himself through the 
world.

“We were taught from 
a very young age that the 
black experience is very 
different from others,” said 
Ho b s o n .  “ We  k n e w  w e 
needed to be really con-
scious about how we han-
dled things.”

Knowing how to carry 
oneself is a lesson Hob-
son brings into his class-
room every day, and one 
he hopes his students will 
carry out of it.

When it came time to 
choose a path after high 
school, Hobson found one 
that aligned with the values 
his parents had instilled. 
The Call Me MiSTER pro-
gram at the University of 
Tennessee at Martin gave 
Hobson a path to becoming 
an educator. The program 
recruits young men of di-
verse backgrounds into the 
teaching profession on one 
foundational belief : that 
representation can help stu-
dents connect in the class-

room. Hobson joined the 
Call Me MiSTER program in 
2020, fresh out of McKenzie 
High School, alongside a 
handful of other prospec-
tive teachers.

“When you put a whole 
bunch of new guys in a 
room together, you start 
realizing the ways you’re 
different. You grow togeth-
er. It was a very different 
feeling of motivation,” said 
Hobson. He and his cohort 
grew into a brotherhood.

The program opened him 
up to a side of his culture 
he’d never experienced. 
Growing up in McKenzie, 
close friendships with other 
young Black men had been 
rare. At UTM, surrounded 
by his cohort and later his 
brothers in Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc., he encoun-
tered spoken word poetry, 
new music and new per-
spectives on what it meant 
to be a young Black man 
in America. His uncle had 
been a member of Alpha 
Phi Alpha before him, and 
the organization, whose 

members include Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., gave him 
a model of Black manhood 
rooted in service and com-
munity investment.

It was in that space that 
literature began to take on 
new meaning for Hobson. 
Poetry became key to his 
identity. In college, Hobson 
and his fraternity brothers 
would sit together and work 
through poems, searching 
for meaning between the 
lines. He began to see lit-
erature as something alive, 
something people had al-
ways used to make sense 
of struggle, joy and survival. 
“Invictus,” written by a man 
on his deathbed claiming 
mastery over his own fate, 
landed differently once he 
understood the story be-
hind it. Langston Hughes 
and Maya Angelou took 
on a new weight. Hobson 
returned to books he had 
loved as a child and found 
entirely different stories liv-
ing underneath the ones he 
remembered.

That widening of his own 

world is precisely what 
he now wants to offer his 
students.

He plans to meet his stu-
dents exactly where they 
are. He wants to teach them 
that the songs they listen to 
on the way to school, the 
lyrics they have memorized 
without thinking about 
why, are forms of poetry, 
that they come from the 
same tradition. He wants 
his students to see culture 
as something to be under-
stood, not overlooked.

“At the end of the day, 
we’re all people,” said Hob-
son. “But just because we’re 
all people doesn’t mean 
we need to ignore our own 
history and our differences. 
I think that’s part of what 
makes us great as a people 
is understanding each oth-
er’s differences.”

After a brief teaching stint 
in Fulton County, Ky., Hob-
son returned to his home-
town in 2025. He considers 
the 2025-26 school year his 
true first full year teach-
ing. He is candid about still 

learning the craft, still fig-
uring out what sticks and 
what doesn’t, still leaning 
on mentors and listen-
ing to his students when 
something isn’t working. 
He wants his classroom to 
become a safe space for his 
students.

“I tell them to be com-
pletely honest with me 
24/7,” he said. “I tell them, 
‘If you don’t like what I’m 
doing, let me know. Let’s 
talk about it.’”

But his purpose has never 
wavered. He was poured 
into — by this community, 
by his family, by his fra-
ternity, by the long line of 
people who came before 
him and carried far heavier 
burdens. Now it’s his turn 
to be a role model for the 
children in this community.

“History is the past, but 
right now we’re here,” Hob-
son said. As he continues 
his teaching career, Hobson 
wants to focus on making 
a difference in the present, 
encouraging his students to 
do the same.

Braxton Hobson’s Journey from Student to ‘Mr. B’

Left, Braxton Hobson.  Right, Hobson (center) is pictured alongside his family. Submitted Photos

Above, Hobson (sec-
ond from left) is pic-
tured with his Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Inc. brothers.  Right, 
The Call Me MiSTER 
program at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee 
at Martin prepares 
young men from di-
verse backgrounds 
for a career in ed-
u c a t i o n .  H o b s o n 
(right center) is seen 
alongside his Call Me 
MISTER peers. Sub-
mitted Photos
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During Black History Month,During Black History Month,
We recognize the myriad contributions and 

achievements of African Americans past and 
present whose hard work, vision and talent have 
made our country and the world a better place.A6
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T
remayne John-
son is a musi-
cian, compos-
er,  educator, 
m e n t o r  a n d 

b u s i n e ss  o w n e r  w h o s e 
story is one of hard work, 
tenacity and resilience.

J o h n s o n  g r e w  u p  i n 
Smyrna, a small commu-
nity outside of Hunting-
don,  in a family full  of 
musicians.

He is  the Director of 
Percussion for Bethel Uni-
versity’s Renaissance, the 
Director of Music at Brooks 
Chapel Kingdom Harvest, 
the founder and owner 
of On Tha One School of 
Music and the owner of 
Masterworks Detail Shop. 
His career has also in-
cluded studio work and 
composition.

As the first and only Di-
rector of Percussion, John-
son teaches and manages 
percussion across Renais-
sance’s many programs 
and productions.

Renaissance Regiment, 
Bethel’s answer to march-
ing band, is  one of  the 
biggest lines on Johnson’s 
agenda, but before its cre-
ation in 2015, there was 
Renaissance Revolution.

Revolution was the vi-
sion of Renaissance found-
er Peter Jeffrey, who want-
ed to do something unique. 
Johnson said, “He basical-
ly gave me a blank slate 
and said, ‘This is what I’m 
thinking, but I’m going to 
put this in your hands.”

What started with seven 
students grew within two 
years to nearly 70 kids per-
forming as a full stage band 
with a small  orchestra, 
horns and a full percussion 
line. Johnson wrote all of 
the arrangements.

Johnson laments that 
Revolution has gone by 
the wayside, but it’s one of 
many experiences to come 
from Renaissance that he 
cherishes.

He  re c a l l e d  a n o t h e r, 
when he and some of his 
students contributed to 
David Phelps’ chart-top-
p i n g  S o u t h e r n  G o s p e l 
album Freedom. “I  was 
blessed to be able to write 
some percussion parts, and 

our percussion line was 
featured on the album.”

Johnson expressed his 
love for the annual Christ-
mas with Renaissance, par-
ticularly the year that one 
show was performed at the 
Tennessee Performing Arts 
Center in Nashville.

Johnson championed the 
creation of the Renaissance 
Marching Invitational high 
school band competition.

Johnson said of recruit-
ment,  “ That process to 
me, I don’t recruit a kid 
to the idea of a universi-
ty, I recruit a kid to the 
concept of life-changing 
events. I believe in sowing 
into that kid, them trust-
ing me enough for me to 
help them to get to the next 
stage in their life. Because 
at the end of the day, that’s 
the only thing that matters 
is the student.

“I don’t necessarily look 
for that kid that might be 
the greatest. I like the un-
derdog. I like that kid that 
has untapped potential. 
That’s my calling card, I’m 
able to see something that 
they don’t see in them-
selves. That’s how I’ve been 
successful at Bethel.”

Another  big  pi l lar  of 
Johnson’s life and career 
is church music.

“ M y  m o m  a n d  d a d 
[Marilyn and Danny] are 
phenomenal singers and 
musicians, two of my big-
gest cheerleaders and in-
spirations. I grew up in a 
van traveling to churches 
and performing. I’ve been 
playing drums since I was 
two. As I got older, I started 
playing a little bit of piano.

“I love teaching choir 
music. Getting them to un-
derstand that you’ve gotta 
set the table. That’s what 
music does for ministry. 
It  sets the table for the 
pastor to be able to move 
forward.”

J o h n s o n  w a s  p a r t  o f 
t h e  m u s i c  p r o g r a m  a t 
Hopewell Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Yuma for 12-
15 years before becoming 
the Minister of Music at 
St. John #2 Baptist Church 
in Denmark, Tenn. for 12 
years.

He’s now the Director 

of Music at Brooks Chap-
el  Kingdom Har vest  in 
South Fulton, where his 
uncle Jessie Webb leads 
the worship.

Johnson reiterated how 
deep church music runs 
through his blood. “Believe 
it or not, at one point in 
time, between my entire 
family, we serviced over 
60 percent of  the local 
churches in this area. My 
entire family is all musi-
cians and singers.”

L o n g  b e f o r e  R e n a i s -
sance Regiment, Johnson 
was a “band kid” at Hol-
low Rock-Bruceton Cen-
tral. “I’ve been up under 
[longtime band director] 
Keith Breeden since fourth 
or fifth grade. I’ve literally 
been teaching bands since 
I was 15 or 16. I had a lot 
of inspiration there, Brian 
Lowe, Chris Abbott, Keith 
Breeden, Nancy Matheson, 
a lot of other people.”

Indeed,  Breeden and 
Johnson have a long histo-
ry together. When Breeden 
left Bruceton for McKenzie, 
Johnson followed as an 
instructor, a role he contin-
ued for much of Breeden’s 
tenure.

Band came naturally to 
someone from a family as 
musical as Johnson’s. “It’s 
band. You get out there, 
you learn your music, you 
make sure it’s good to go. I 
enjoy it so much, because 
you get to see the growth. 
You get to hear the music 
when it’s really bad, and 
then by the end of the year 
you’ve got this phenome-
nal product that’s running 
like a well-oiled machine. 
I’ve been able to translate 
that well to what I’m cur-
rently doing.”

Johnson carries a unique 
distinction in this area. He 
won a percussion champi-
onship both as a student 
and as an instructor. His 
Central Tigers won the ti-
tle his junior year (1998), 
and Breeden’s Marching 
Rebels won it in 2001 with 
a squad that included long-
time Renaissance Director 
Matthew Holt, who would 
later recommend Johnson 
for the Bethel percussion 
position.

Never  quite  sat is f ie d 
with his own status quo, 
Johnson has added private 
instruction to his reper-
toire in recent years, lead-
ing to the opening of On 
Tha One School of Music 
in McKenzie on January 1 
of this year.

“ T h e  v i s i o n  a c t u a l -
ly  came as  my brother 
[Ethan] was passing away. 
I told him I was going to 
open a music school, and 
he said, ‘Duh, why are you 
not already doing it?’”

Longtime friends Jobina 
and Kenny Gordon pro-
vided Johnson a room to 
get started. He began with 
a couple of students and 
kept growing from there.

He said,  “ I  attest  my 
growth in the beginning 
with the vision that I cast 
with my brother. I was for-
tunate to be able to have 
a really in-depth conver-
sation with him before he 
passed away.”

Johnson’s students now 
include Ethan’s daughters, 
Emari and Janeya, fulfilling 
a promise made to his late 
brother.

On Tha One has 25-30 
active students, with more 
on the waiting list. The staff 
includes eight instructors, 
and he plans to hire three 
or four more.

Lessons are available for 
nearly any instrument, in-
cluding strings, percussion, 
winds and vocals.

Johnson plans to expand 
to more locations.

H e  a l s o  o f f i c i a l l y 
launched another venture 
on January 1, Masterworks 
Detail Shop at 534 N. Main 
Street in McKenzie.

The business employs 
six detailers, but Johnson 
has immediate plans to 
add some daytime detail-
ers and mobile detailers. 
“We’ll have mobile units 
that will be out. If you can’t 
get to us at the brick-and-
mortar, we’ll come to you.”

Just over a year after the 
loss of his brother, Johnson 
himself would stare into 
the face of death and con-
front the biggest challenge 
of his life.

On March 26, 2023, he 
fell off the stage at Brooks 

Chapel during Sunday ser-
vice. “I still can’t tell you 
exactly what happened. I 
fell face-first, and my body 
burned.”

Johnson had fractured 
multiple vertebrae, C3-C7, 
in his neck. Had the C2 
been affected, he would 
have been paralyzed for 
life.

He said, “I made a prom-
ise to the Lord while I was 
laying in the hospital. The 
devil came to me and he 
wanted me to die. He want-
ed me to quit. I woke up 
screaming. ‘I’m not going 
to do it.’

I made a promise then, 
if you let me get out of this 
bed, I’m not going to play 
with it.  Because I know 
I’ve got favor on my life. I 
understand. I get it.”

Johnson had surgery that 
Thursday to fuse the affect-
ed vertebrae and began 
therapy immediately. By 
Saturday, he walked the 
floor with no cane or walk-
er. By the next Tuesday, 
he walked three floors of 
the hospital, including the 
floor where his brother had 
died.

T h e  n e u r o l o g i s t  a n d 
other doctors were in dis-
belief at the speed of his 
recover y.  “Most people 
with a situation like this 
don’t recover that fast,” he 
said. Johnson was out of 
the hospital in less than 
two weeks.

Renaissance Regiment 
camp started a couple of 
months later. Johnson not-
ed, “I’ve never missed a 
band camp… I taught all 
of my band camps laying 
down in the middle of the 
band room floor.”

Johnson faced another 
health scare the next year 
when he nearly lost a foot 
to diabetes. “I was stub-
born, I didn’t think it was 
that bad. I taught nine days 
of camp outside in a walk-
ing boot on a cane. I was 
going septic. Those kids on 
the percussion line picked 
me up out of the truck ev-
ery day and took me into 
band practice. Every day. 
So you wonder why I have 
so much respect for those 
guys over there, because 
they’ve been there with 
me. I’d be hollering and 
j u m p i n g  o n  t h e m ,  a n d 
they’re the ones holding 
me up. They would take me 
out there to yell at them.”

He credits the Center for 
Wound Healing in Paris for 
saving his foot, though he 
had a toe amputated.

Another year later, in the 
summer of 2025, Johnson 
had a minor surgery on 

his other foot, putting him 
in a boot for another camp 
season.

H e  s a i d ,  “ I ’ v e  b e e n 
through a lot. Your aver-
age bear would have quit, 
but I don’t consider myself 
an average bear. There’s no 
quit in me. And I’m not go-
ing to let you quit on me. If 
we start together, we’re not 
going to quit. Just part of 
it. That’s one of the things 
I live by.”

He cited a few figures 
who have inspired him 
over the years.

H e  c r e d i t s  e d u c a t o r 
Mr. Ivory Adkisson with 
showing him the impor-
tance of having Black ed-
ucators in the classroom. 
“The absence of the Afri-
can-American educator in 
your rural public schools 
is what causes a lot of is-
sues. It’s because there’s 
not enough of us that are 
being seen to get any kind 
of understanding.”

J o h n s o n  c o n t i n u e d , 
“One of my big inspira-
tions as far as understand-
ing Black History was [the 
late] Mr. Alvin Fields. He 
was our manager when 
my parents had our family 
group and he was really big 
into the civic leagues and 
everything Black. He was 
a very big inspiration as 
far as understanding who 
I was as a young Black kid. 
At the time, I didn’t real-
ize that the seeds that he 
was sowing into me would 
be something that would 
come to fruition later.

“And Mr. Joe Jones, who 
used to work with my dad. 
When I first got the job at 
Bethel, he was one of the 
ones that I talked to daily. 
He really gave me some 
words of encouragement 
on moving forward, how to 
handle myself, how to car-
ry and conduct myself. He 
took care of me. He really 
sowed seeds into me.”

He also cited his fami-
ly, particularly his parents 
and uncles, including his 
pastor, and Holt.

Johnson said, “My main 
goal in life is to sow seeds. 
I’m gonna sow seeds into 
any and every thing that 
I  can get my hands on. 
When I’m gone, when it 
comes time for you all to 
put me in the ground, I 
want it to be to the point 
where you have to have 
my funeral on the football 
field.”

Johnson, 45, has three 
sons, Zayveon Johnson, 
Korvelle Johnson and Bos-
ton Johnson; a daughter, 
Da’Shauna Parker; and four 
grandsons.

Tremayne Johnson
Sowing the Seeds of Music, Faith and Resilience

Left, Tremayne Johnson at On Tha One, a music school he founded.  Center, Tremayne Johnson with his nieces Emari 
(left) and Janeya, students at his music school.  Top Right, Johnson is pictured with Bethel Renaissance Percussion.  Right, 
Tremayne Johnson with his mentor, friend and colleague, band director Keith Breeden. Submitted photos

QUOTE
“I’ve never missed a band camp… I taught 
all of my band camps laying down in the 
middle of the band room floor. [...] Those 
kids on the percussion line picked me up 
out of the truck every day and took me

into band practice. Every day.”

— Tremayne Johnson on his recovery after 
fracturing multiple vertebrae in his neck
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Black History Month has 
a lengthy history that dates 
back more than a centu-
ry. According to History.
com, historian Carter G. 
Woodson and minister 
Jesse E. Moorland found-
ed the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and 
History (ASNLH) in Sep-
tember 1915. Promoting 
the achievements of Black 
A m e r i c a n s  wa s  a m o n g 

the various missions of 
the ASNLH. One of the 
ways the ASNLH sought to 
achieve that mission was 
through the establishment 
of Negro History Week in 
1926. Organizers chose the 
second week of February 
for the event because that 
week happened to be when 
Abraham Lincoln (1809) 
and Frederick Douglass 
(1818) were born. Lincoln 

and Douglass played pivot-
al roles in the abolition of 
slavery in the United States. 
After the establishment of 
Negro Histor y Week in 
1926, more and more cities 
began to celebrate it. His-
tory.com notes that by the 
1960s Negro History Week 
had evolved into Black His-
tory Month on college cam-
puses, eventually leading to 
formal recognition of the 
event by American presi-
dent Gerald Ford in 1976

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

A
m e r i c a  s a i d 
goodbye to Rev-
erend Jesse Jack-
son on Tuesday, 

February 17. The prom-
inent civil rights leader, 
who reminded the country 
to “keep hope alive” in a 
1988 Democratic National 
Committee speech, died 
at 84 after a long journey 
with a progressive neuro-
logical disease

Born in 1941 in Green-
ville, South Carolina, Jack-
son became an advocate 
against  racial  injustice 
at an early age. His early 
work includes organizing 
with the Congress of Ra-
cial Equality, participating 
in marches and sit-ins. He 
was one of the eight Afri-
can Americans involved 
in a sit-in at the Green-
ville Public Library, later 
arrested for “disorderly 
conduct.”

During his divinity stud-
ies at the Chicago Theo-
logical Seminary, Jackson 
began rallying support for 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Jackson joined the South-
ern Christian Leadership 
C o n f e r e n c e  ( S C L C )  t o 
work alongside King full-
time, shortly after partic-
ipating in the 1965 Sel-
ma-to-Montgomery march 

in Alabama.
Jackson was at the Lor-

raine Motel in Memphis 
when King was assassi-
nated in 1968. After King’s 
death, Jackson’s advocacy 
transformed. He resigned 
from SCLC and founded 
the organization People 
United to Save Humanity, 
or PUSH, in 1971. At first, 
PUSH worked to improve 
the economic conditions 
of Black communities in 
America. Later, the orga-
nization expanded into 

politics, hosting a weekly 
radio show and presenting 
awards to Black people.

Jackson became the sec-
ond Black person to make 
a bid for  a  nomination 
by a major party in 1984, 
running as a Democrat, 
but he never made it to a 
general election. His 1984 
presidential bid prompted 
the launch of the National 
Rainbow Coalition, which 
advocated for social pro-
grams, voting rights and 
affirmative action. Jackson 

merged PUSH and the Na-
tional Rainbow Coalition 
in 1996 to form the Rain-
bow PUSH Coalition.

Jackson won the Dem-
ocratic primaries in five 
states and secured 18 per-
cent of the total primary 
vote (80 percent of  the 
Black vote) in the 1984 
D e m o c ra t i c  ra c e.  Fo u r 
years later, his presiden-
tial bid picked up more 
support. He won 13 state 
primaries, including Ala-
bama, Georgia, Louisiana, 

Mississippi and South Car-
olina. Jackson doubled his 
primary votes from his first 
attempt, coming second in 
the 1988 Democratic race.

Jackson later became an 
elder statesman within the 
Democratic party.

D e s p i t e  b e i n g  d i a g -
nosed with progressive 
supranuclear palsy — a 
condition which shares 
f e a t u r e s  w i t h  P a r k i n -
son’s disease — Jackson 
remained an outspoken 
advocate for civil rights. 

He was arrested twice in 
2021 over his objection to 
the Senate filibuster rule, 
and he appeared at the 
2024 Democratic National 
Convention.

Jackson is survived by 
his wife, Jacqueline, and 
their  chi ldren:  Santita , 
Jesse Jr., Jonathan, Yusef, 
Jacqueline and Ashley. His 
legacy of activism will for-
ever be ingrained in Unit-
ed States history.

Left, Reverend Jesse Jackson, photographed in 1983.  Above, Reverend Jesse Jackson 
(left) is pictured with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (right) in Chicago on August 19, 1966.

Remembering Reverend Jesse Jackson
1941 — 2026
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Black History Month

Color A Masterpiece

Did You Know?

T
he United States 
is shaped by the 
diverse popula-
tion that calls 

the nation home. Black 
individuals are among the 
extraordinary contributors 
to the national fabric, and 
many have blazed trails, 
benefiting countless oth-
ers as a result. Future gen-
erations may owe their 
opportunities to these pi-
oneering individuals who 
have elicited change and 
opportunity. The follow-
ing are some noteworthy 
Black Americans  who 
made a lasting impact on 
the United States and even 
the globe.

Jackie Robinson
Sports fans can attest 

that the most universally 
recognized barrier bro-
ken in American sports 
occurred on April 15, 1947. 
That was when Jackie Rob-
inson took to the baseball 
diamond to play for the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. Rob-
inson was the first Black 
athlete to participate in 
Major League Baseball in 
the modern era, during a 
time when Black players 
typically were restricted 
to the Negro Leagues. The 
National Baseball Hall of 
Fame and Museum says 
that Robinson was a cen-
tral figure in the civil rights 
movement both on the 
diamond and beyond.

Shirley Chisholm
E l e c t e d  t o  t h e  U. S. 

Congress in 1968, Shir-
ley Chisholm was the first 
Black woman to serve in 
such a role. She repre-
sented New York’s twelfth 
congressional district , 
and four years later, threw 
her hat into the nation-
al arena. Chisholm was 
the first woman to seek 
the nomination for Presi-
dent of the United States 
from a major party. Resi-
dents of Brooklyn can vis-
it Shirley Chisholm State 
Park, which abuts the Belt 
Parkway and Pennsylvania 
Avenue.

Hattie McDaniel
An accomplished ac-

tress, Hattie McDaniel was 
the first Black person to 
win an Academy Award, 
earning it for Best Sup-
porting Actress in 1940 for 
her role as “Mammy” in 
“Gone With the Wind.” De-
spite this groundbreaking 
achievement for a Black 
artist, she was not allowed 
to sit with her white cast-
mates during the ceremo-
ny. McDaniel paved the 
way for Sidney Poitier, who 
won the award for Best 
Actor in 1964, and later 
Halle Berry, who won Best 
Actress in 2002.

Benjamin O. Davis, Sr.
On October 25, 1940, 

Davis was promoted to 

Brigadier General, becom-
ing the first Black Ameri-
can General Officer in the 
U.S. Army. The U.S. Army 
Center of Military Histo-
ry says his promotion oc-
curred just before the U.S. 
entered World War Two, 
and was a significant step 
toward racial integration 
in the armed forces. Davis’ 
son, Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., 
commanded the Tuske-
gee Airmen, the first Black 
American military pilots.

Barack Obama
Forty-three white men 

preceded Barack Obama 
in holding the highest of-
fice in the country as Presi-
dent of the United States of 
America. Obama was inau-
gurated as the forty-fourth 
president on January 20, 
2009, and remained in of-
fice until 2017. He was the 
first Black man to become 
president, defeating Sena-
tor John McCain, and later, 
Massachusetts Governor 
Mitt Romney. Obama’s 
historic terms may have 
set the course for the vice 
presidency of Kamala Har-
ris, who became the first 
Black American and first 
Asian American vice pres-
ident in 2021.

Many Black individu-
als have helped to shape 
the United States, setting 
an example Americans 
from all backgrounds can 
follow.

Notable Firsts for
Black Americans

“Life is not a spectator sport. If you’re going to spend your 
whole life in the grandstand just watching what goes on, in 
my opinion, you’re wasting your life.” 

— Jackie Robinson

“If they don’t give you a seat at the table, bring a folding chair.” — Shirley Chisholm
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“In recognizing the humanity
of  our fellow beings, we pay 

ourselves the highest tribute.”

— Thurgood Marshall
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A
t just 18 years old, Carl-
ton Townes is already 
taking the city of McK-
enzie by storm.

As a high school senior, the 
first African American Tennessee 
DECA Vice President of Marketing 
from his town and the organiz-
er behind McKenzie’s first-ev-
er Community Prayer Service, 
Townes had a busy 2025. Luckily 
for McKenzie, the young man 
doesn’t plan to slow down.

When asked what it means to 
make history, Townes turned the 
focus away from himself. He talk-
ed about the students watching 
him. He talked about family. He 
talked about what it means for 
someone younger to see what he’s 
done and decide they can be the 
first to do something, too.

He wants his success to be a 
mirror for the kids coming up 
behind him — proof that they 
can be the first in their family to 
attend college, land a certain job 
or chase something bigger than 
what they see around them. He 
wants them to look at someone 
from their own town, from their 
side of the tracks, and know it’s 
possible to exceed expectations.

Before receiving any title or win-
ning any election, Townes’ sense of 
purpose was shaped by the sup-
port he received from his family.

“In order for me to run in my 
life, there were people who came 
before me who had to take tiny 
steps,” Townes said. “My grand-
mother walked so that we could 
run. Her mother walked so she 
could run. In my family, there’s 
always been someone who had to 
walk in order for the next person 
to be able to run.”

Townes’ great-aunt clips every 
newspaper article written about 
him and calls to read it aloud. 
“Our boy done been in the paper 
again,” she’d say.

When he was considering 
whether to run for DECA state of-
ficer, it was his great-grandmother, 
Marsha “Mimi” Townes, he talked 
it through with — and prayed with 
before making his decision.

Mimi died on January 8 of this 
year after a brief illness. Townes 
carried her illness through De-
cember, the hardest month he 
can remember. Her death shifted 
something in him.

“Bringing in the first of the year 
with my grandma being in the 
hospital, it really tore me at me,” 
said Townes. “I mean, that’s my 
girl. That’s my rock. Everybody 
has their girlfriends or friends or 
besties or pals that just bring out 
the best in them. Well, that’s my 
grandmother.”

Going into a monumental year, 
Townes was especially crushed.

“Some people would have been 
angry with God,” said Townes. 
“I was angry, but then I became 
more at peace with it. I’m at peace 
because I don’t have to worry 
about her hurting anymore. But 
I’m still kind of mad. Why couldn’t 
He just let her see me graduate, or 
let her be at this next community 
prayer service, or be at my fare-
well for DECA in February?”

But even in his grief, Townes 
found peace and a sense of height-
ened purpose. His great-grand-
mother endured a time of segre-
gation, gave up her own education 
opportunities and laid down a 
path for her family. Mimi led her 
life with love, leaning on God and 
becoming a strength for her fam-
ily. Townes wanted to be a reflec-
tion of her even after her death.

“I feel like, every single day, 
there’s parts of her that I see in 
me now,” said Townes. “The love 
that my grandmother had that she 
poured into me is what I like to 
pour into everybody.”

Townes doesn’t care where 
someone comes from, what they 
believe or what labels they carry. He 
wants to know people as they are.

“You can put the worst person in 
front of me,” he says, “and I want to 
know them for who they are.”

That mindset led him to orga-
nize McKenzie’s first Community 
Prayer Service in September 2025, 
centered on unity. He reached out 

across churches, counties and 
communities, inviting anyone 
who wanted to come. Black or 
white. Republican or Democrat. 
Regular churchgoer or someone 
who hasn’t prayed in years.

A projected 185 people attended 
the first community event at McK-
enzie’s downtown Veteran’s Park.

Now Townes is planning a sec-
ond service, scheduled for March 
1 at McKenzie’s Park Theatre, fo-
cused on “Seasons of Life.” It will 
include speakers, praise and wor-
ship and a symbolic chain-break-
ing exercise he encountered at a 
youth camp in Florida — an oppor-
tunity for participants to release 
whatever is holding them back. 

The theme feels especially 
personal for Townes this time 
around. He’d been planning the 
service through the grief of losing 
Mimi, pushing through exhaus-
tion and self-doubt. He’d also 
recently come to the realization 
that it has been almost five years 
since he lost his older brother, 
Lorenzo Townes. Two of his big-
gest inspirations, the people who 
made him into the young man he 
is today, are gone.

“God knew what he was doing 
leading me to this topic,” he said, 
“because now I’m able to talk with 
people about it.”

Townes is equally honest about 
what it costs to move through the 
world the way he does. He was 
among those who received racist 
threatening text messages that 
circulated in the region last year. 

“I was so terrified,” he said. “I 
didn’t want anyone to think of me 
differently.”

He speaks plainly about in-
equities he has seen — under-
funded schools in majority-Black 
counties, teachers stretched thin, 

young people written off before 
they’ve had a chance. 

He notes how his aunt, who 
works at  McKenzie Housing 
Authority, tells every child who 
comes through that they are going 
to be somebody someday. It’s a 
detail that inspires him.

“The thought that just because 
you’re Black, you can’t be great 
— that should not be a thing,” he 
says. “Everyone has the potential 
to be great.”

When he faces prejudice, his 
response is to work harder and 
want more — for McKenzie, for 
Carroll County, for the world.

That drive recently took him be-
yond McKenzie. Just days before 
his interview with The Banner, 
Townes returned from a DECA 
trip that included meetings at the 
state capitol, where he spoke with 
legislators about career and tech-
nical student organizations and 
their impact on Tennessee stu-
dents. He admitted the moment 
felt intimidating, even more so 
when State Representative Tandy 
Darby (R-Greenfield) referred to 
him as “Mr. McKenzie.”

“I was like, wait a minute — I’m 
talking to state senators and rep-
resentatives,” he said with a laugh. 
“As long as I didn’t have to talk to 
the governor, I was fine.”

Looking ahead, Townes plans 
to study nursing, pursue certi-
fication as a nurse midwife and 
eventually earn a degree in hospi-
tality and tourism. He hopes one 
day to open a hotel in McKenzie 
and bring economic opportunity 
home.

But that’s the long game. Right 
now, Townes is focusing on finish-
ing high school.

Asked whether he ever imag-
ined being here, he laughed and 
shook his head. “I never imagined 
myself being a state DECA officer. 
I never imagined having this kind 
of impact on my community,” he 
said, then paused. “Give me ten 
more years. Let’s see where God 
takes me.”

Mimi and Lorenzo walked so 
Carlton could run. Now he’s run-
ning — and clearing a path for 
whoever comes next.

Carlton Townes Leading With an Open Heart

Left, Carlton Townes (second from left) represented Tennessee DECA at the State Capitol, where he and other students met State Representative Tandy Darby.  Right, A 
young Carlton Townes (center) is pictured with his older brother, Lorenzo Townes, and his great-grandmother, Marsha “Mimi” Townes. Lorenzo and Mimi both made 
lasting impacts on Townes’ life. Submitted photos

Carlton Townes. Photo by Amy Bourne/Amy Bourne Photography
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Huntingdon, Tenn. 38344Huntingdon, Tenn. 38344
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We take time to honor the pioneers who fought for freedom 
and civil rights, so that future generations of African Americans 

could become the leaders we see today. We remember their 
struggle and sacrifice, and we honor their achievements. 
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QUOTE
“In order for me to run in 
my life, there were people 
who came before me who 

had to take tiny steps.”

— Carlton Townes

“Grandparents can do more for us than anyone else in the world; they sprinkle stardust in our eyes.” — Alex Haley, author of Roots
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