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McKENZIE (July 27) 
— A B ordeau-owne d 
semi-truck loaded with 
crushed automobiles 
struck an AT&T trunk 
l i n e  w h i l e  t r a v e l i n g 
along North Main Street 
on Monday, downing fi-
ber optic and stranded 
phone lines and slightly 
damaging the front left 
corner of The McKenzie 
Banner’s brick-and-mor-
tar office at the intersec-
tion of Banner Row and 
South Main Street. 

One crushed car from 
the truck snagged on 
the utility lines and was 
pulled from the cargo 
hold, striking the corner 
of The McKenzie Ban-

ner and coming to rest 
against the building. The 
accident temporarily dis-
rupted power and heav-
ily damaged the AT&T 
lines.

Robert Douglas was 
sitting in the gazebo in 
downtown McKenzie 
when he saw the scrap 
car hit the utility line. He 
said he heard a sequence 
of  “p opping ”  sounds 
as the metal collided 
with the fiber optic and 
stranded phone lines.

The McKenzie Police 
Department (MPD) and 
Carroll County Electric 
were first on the scene, 

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

H U N T I N G D O N  ( Ju l y 
22) — The Huntingdon 
Special  School  District 
(HSSD) Board of Education 
approved a $15.7 million 
budget for the 2026-27 fis-
cal year following a work 
session on Wednesday. 

I n  w h a t  D i r e c t o r  o f 
Schools Dr. Jonathan Kee 
called the district’s “largest 
jump yet,” the budget in-
cludes a three-percent raise 

McKENZIE (July 25) — The Webb 
School was the site of a commu-
nity effort Saturday to help local 
children prepare for the upcoming 
school year. The event was open to 
students in grades K-8.

Children attending the event 
received free clothing, shoes and 
undergarments, along with haircuts 
and hairstyles, as they prepared 
to return to school. The program 
helped local families with some 
of the expenses associated with 
getting children ready for a new 
school year while giving students 
the opportunity to begin the year 
feeling confident and prepared.

The event was made possible 
through the generosity of local busi-
nesses, organizations and individ-
uals who donated funds, supplies 
and services.
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Above, Building owner and former publisher of The McKenzie Banner Joel Washburn and officers with 
the McKenzie Police Department peer at the damage caused from Monday’s accident.  Below, Pictured 
up close, a crushed car snagged a power line on Main Street in McKenzie and made a small dent in The 
McKenzie Banner’s building. Photos by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Scrap Car Snags Utility Lines

See SCRAP on Page 3

See BUDGET on Page 2

Huntingdon 
School Board 
Approves $15.7 
Million Budget

New School Policies, 
Open House Dates

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

As summer break comes 
to a close, students in the 
Carroll and Henry County 
school systems are gear-
ing up to head back to the 
classroom next week. Most 
students across the region 
are set to report for their first 
half-day on August 3 or 4, 
marking the official start of 
the 2026-27 academic year.

As the school year begins, 
students will encounter 

See STUDENTS on Page 3

School Starts 
Next Week for 
Local Students

See WEBB on Page 3

Webb School Hosts Back-to-School Events
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OBITUARIES
Evelyn Gilliam, 88
Thomas J. Hamilton, 93
Charles Kenneth Rush, 84
Billy Clayton Williams, 72
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Accepting new patients.
Now with extended hours

and walk-in’s welcome.

Hours:
Monday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Tuesday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

Carroll County
Family Health Care

641 R.B. Wilson Dr. | Huntingdon, TN 38344

731-986-7400
baptistonline.org/carrollcounty(L to R): Stephanie Slack-Allen, DNP, APRN, PMHNP-BC; Chris Blount, PA-C; Elly Riley, 

DO; Lori Holladay, NP; Jill Bennett, NP; Katharine Bullock, FNP; and Emily Ezell, DO.
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BRAKE REPAIRBRAKE REPAIR

A/C REPAIRA/C REPAIR

BRAKE REPAIRBRAKE REPAIR

A/C REPAIRA/C REPAIR

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

14995 HIGHLAND DR.14995 HIGHLAND DR.
MCKENZIE, TN 38201MCKENZIE, TN 38201

(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)

731-393-0091731-393-0091

Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair

Belt, Hose Replacement

Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!

SUNDAYS
10 a.m. – Sunday School 
(Classes for all ages)
11 a.m. – Morning Service

1:30 p.m. – Afternoon Service

WEDNESDAYS
7 p.m. – Mid-Week Prayer 
and Bible Study

747 WEST MAGNOLIA AVE, 
McKENZIE, TENNESSEE

Jon King Pastor

Fred Morris Associate Pastor

A
6

7
5

2
/1

8
-T

F

Join Us This Sunday at 

Grace Baptist Church!

Grace Baptist Church
warmly invites you and your 
family to join us for our weekly 
services. Our doors are open 
to everyone in our community.

Looking for a place to 
grow in faith and fi nd a 
welcoming community? 

AMERICAN
ROOFING CO.

LEAK?
Call Clay Adams

FREE Roof Inspections
www.AMERICAN-ROOFING-CO.com

27
-4

27
-4

ROOF
731-499-2091

Voted Best Roofing Company
in Carroll County.

Serving the McKenzie and 
Carroll County area for 20 Years.

R27891/30-2

• Huge Infl atables
• Food Trucks
• Petting Zoo
• Games & Giveaways
• Italian Ice
• Frozen Yogurt

16214 Highland Dr. • McKenzie TN, 38201

SATURDAY,
AUGUST 1

1 P.M.

Gary Hilliard, Gary Durovka, Armand Hebert and Kim Bell-Webb 
take a moment helping distribute food bags.

AT&T Lines Downed; 
Banner Office Sustains 
Minor Damage

School Starts Next Week

75 ¢
Only
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CARROLL COUNTY (July 
24) — The Tennessee High-
way Patrol’s Jackson District 
Aviation Unit assisted local 
agencies today in the search 
for an 83-year-old Carroll 
County man with dementia 
and limited mobility who 
had been reported missing.

THP Aviation located 
the man in a field holding 
his dog and directed mem-
bers of the Carroll County 
Sheriff ’s Department, Car-
roll County Rescue Squad, 

Baptist EMS and Carroll 
County Fire Department to 
his location.

Thanks to the swift re-
sponse and coordination of 
THP Aviation and local law 
enforcement and volunteers, 
the man was found safely.

A  T H P  h e l i c o p t e r  i s 
based at the Carroll Coun-
ty Airport.

L o c a l  e m e r g e n c y  re -
sponders, many of whom 
are volunteers, train for 
search and rescue opera-

tions. The THP helicopter 
with its thermal imaging 
cameras, provides a great 
asset in such operations.

In April, 2026, the Carroll 
County Rescue Squad, Car-
roll County Sheriff ’s depu-
ties, THP searched for Lisa 
Fields, who was missing. 
A daytime search by foot 
and with drones was unsuc-
cessful. The THP Aviation 
unit located Mrs. Fields that 
evening. She was rescued 
and received medical care. 

Missing Elderly Man Located by Helicopter

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (July 22) — 
Hometown Health Clinic 
hosted a Hawaiian-themed 
Back to School Blitz event 
Wednesday at its McKenzie 
pediatrics location.

Complete with leis, pop-
corn, sno-cones and face 
painting, Hometown Health’s 
Back to School Blitz was the 
perfect imaginary beach get-
away for kids in need of their 
yearly wellness checks or 
back-to-school vaccinations.

To top it all off, United 
Healthcare and BlueCare 
Tennessee had booths set up 
in the clinic’s waiting room, 
giving away various toys and 
school supplies.

At the start of the event, 
Marketing/Human Resourc-
es Manager Ellen Pruitt said 
more than 20 kids had well-
ness checkups and vaccina-
tions scheduled for the day, 
and walk-ins were welcomed.

Hometown Health Clinic’s 
pediatrics center is located at 
205 Hospital Dr., McKenzie.

ALOHA FROM HOMETOWN HEALTH CLINIC

Hometown Health Clinic Hosts 
Hawaiian-Themed Back to School Blitz

Jessica, Caroline and Caelynn Mullins are pictured with 
Hometown Health Clinic’s Lindsey Burney and Amber 
Sullivan.  Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

A drawing of the new soccer fencing, which will enclose the new soccer complex 
at Mulberry Park.

BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE ( July 24) 
— Fencing was approved 
for the new Mulberry Soc-
cer Field during a special 
called meeting of the McK-
enzie Mayor and Council 
on July 24 at 10 a.m.

The Board considered 
bids for both black and 
galvanized fencing, at vari-
ous heights to enclosed the 
newly built soccer fields.

All-Star Fencing/Owens 
Construction was the suc-
cessful bidder at $46,384 
for 2,640 linear feet of 
black fencing at 5 feet 
tall. The fencing will sur-
round all the soccer fields 
including the regulation 
size and the junior-sized 
soccer fields.

Mayor Ryan Griffin said 
he hopes the fencing and 
fields will be ready in time 
for a September ribbon 
cutting. 

This is part of Phase 1 of 
the project, which convert-
ed Mulberry Park’s aging 
baseball and softball field 
into a soccer complex.

Other anticipated up-
grades include:

B a t h r o o m  R e n o v a -
tions: A men’s group from 
First Baptist will provide 
labor for renovations; the 
project will only cover ma-
terial costs. Republic Alle-
gion is donating three new 
steel doors. Hand dryers 
will be installed instead 
of paper towel dispensers.

Soccer Fields: Backstop 
nets are needed for the 
large field (estimated at 
$15,000–$16,000) and two 
smaller fields (estimated 
at $12,000). Large soccer 
goals are also required, 
with an estimated cost of 
$4,000–$5,000 each.

B a s k e t b a l l  C o u r t s : 
Plans include resurfacing, 
relining, and increasing 
the number of goals from 

two to four. A tall perime-
ter fence around the courts 
was also proposed.

Other Items: Signage, 
benches, security lighting, 
poles, cameras, and addi-
tional gravel for parking 
lots are included in the 
plan.

Items for future phases 
were briefly mentioned.

A scoreboard and light-
ing for the large field are 
planned for a later phase.

Renovations to the walk-
ing trail to meet ADA com-
pliance are part of a grant 
application, with funding 
potentially available next 
year.

The motion was made 
by Councilman Bobby 
Young and seconded by 
Councilman Drew Beeler 
to accept All-Star Fencing’s 
bid. The vote was unani-
mous with Tom Alexander, 
Tim McBride, and Jessie 
Townes approving. Carol 
Armpriest was absent.

City Approves Bid for Soccer Fencing

Above, Hometown Health’s Ellen Pruitt (far right) served Chelsea Nash and Addy and 
Liam Wilson some popcorn and sno-cones during Wednesday’s Back to School Blitz.  
Below, Patrice Boyd of United Healthcare West Tennessee shows Selah Banuelos 
all of the goodies at her booth. Photos by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

for non-certified staff and a 
$2,500 increase to the cer-
tified staff salary schedule.

Dr. Kee said he wanted 
the salaries to be compet-
itive not only with other 
schools in the county but 
with other surrounding 
districts.

T h e  t o t a l  b a l a n c e d 
budget is $15,754,075, an 
increase of $490,930 from 
the previous year, driven 
largely by rising salary 
and benefit  costs.  The 
spending plan includes 
$13,415,213 for the Gen-
eral Purpose Fund and 
$829,218 for the Cafete-
ria Fund. Debt services 
decreased by $45,650, 
while federal projects are 
allocated $816,019. Lo-
cal maintenance of effort 

remains unchanged at 
$2,552,633.

Under the new budget, 
all students will receive 
free admission to regu-
lar season home athletic 
events—a move costing 
the district $45,000. For 
non-students, admission 
for high school football 
and basketball games is 
set at $7, with other high 
school events at $5. Middle 
school football and basket-
ball games are $6, while 
other middle school events 
are $5.

Huntingdon residents 
will see no change in the 
property tax rate, which re-
mains at $0.7022 per $100 
of assessed value. 

“For 25 years, we have 
not had to increase taxes,” 
said Board Chairman Dr. 
Lee Carter. He commend-
ed the district’s leadership 
for maintaining the lowest 
tax rate in Carroll County.

Dr. Kee cautioned the 

board regarding the dis-
tr ict ’s  future f inancial 
landscape.

“We are running a very 
tight budget,” Dr. Kee said. 
“There are things we need 
to be aware of.” 

He cited concerns in-
cluding rising health in-
surance and operational 
costs,  the lack of state 
p r e - K  f u n d i n g ,  a n d  a 
standstill in federal allo-
cations. Additionally, Dr. 
Kee noted that the district 
faces funding uncertain-
ties with a new governor 
taking office next year 
a n d  o n g o i n g  d e b a t e s 
surrounding statewide 
virtual school funding. 
HSSD also has two years 
remaining on the Carroll 
County local funding con-
tract with other county 
schools.

The 2026-27 school year 
begins Tuesday, August 4 
with a half day. 

Budget
...From Front Page

The McKenzie Special 
School District meets Au-
gust 4 at 5:30 p.m. in the 
McKenzie Special School 
District Board Room.

TENTATIVE AGENDA:
1. Prayer and Pledge to 

the Flag
2. Adoption of Agenda:
A. Consent Agenda
B. Regular Agenda (New 

Business)
3. Hear correspondence 

addressed to the Board
4. Public comment(s) 

o n  a c t i o n a b l e  a g e n d a 
items or matters germane 
to school board jurisdic-
tion (not to exceed 15 
minutes)*

M S S D  B o a r d  P o l i c y 
1.404

NEW BUSINESS 
(Actionable Items):

5. Installation of the 
McKenzie Special School 
District Board of Educa-
tion Student Board

Representative, Madelyn 
Morris

6. Consider for approv-
al McKenzie SSD budget 
amendment(s)

7. Consider for approval 
reimbursement mileage 
rate for district travel

8. Consider for approval, 
on First Reading, amend-
ments to the McKenzie 
Special School

District Board of Educa-
tion Policy Manual.

1 . 4 0 0  S c h o o l  B o a r d 
Meetings

1.403 Agendas
2.100 Fiscal Manage-

ment Goals
2.200 Annual Operating 

Budget
4 . 1 0 0  I n s t r u c t i o n a l 

Programs
4 . 2 1 3  F a m i l y  L i f e 

Curriculum
4.215 Instructional Use 

of Digital Devices
4.300 Extracurricular 

Activities
4.301 Interscholastic 

Athletics
4.600 Grading System
4.603 Promotion and 

Retention
4 . 6 0 5  G r a d u a t i o n 

Requirements
5.104 Equal Opportunity 

Employment
5.106 Application and 

Employment
5.200 Separation Prac-

tices for Tenured Teachers
5.201 Separation Prac-

tices for  Non-Tenured 
Teachers

5.302 Sick Leave
5.303 Personal and Pro-

fessional Leave
5.501 Complaints and 

Grievances
5.600 Staf f  Rights  & 

Responsibilities
5.801 Director of Schools 

Recruitment and Selection
6.100 Student G oals 

(and Objectives)
6.200 Attendance
6.202 Home Schools
6 . 2 0 5  S t u d e n t 

Assignments
6.301 Rights and Re-

sponsibilities of Students
6.303 Questioning Stu-

dents and Searches
6.304 Student Discrim-

ination, Harassment, Bul-
lying, Cyber-bullying & 
Intimidation

6.3041 Title IX & Sexual 
Harassment

6 . 3 0 6  D i s r u p t i o n  & 
Interference of School 
Activities

6 . 3 1 8  A d m i s s i o n  o f 
Suspended or Expelled 
Students

6.4053 Outside Applied 
Behavior Analysis Therapy

6.412 Emergency Allergy 
Response Plan

6.506 Students from Mil-
itary Families

9. Consider for approv-
al Memorandum of Un-
derstanding—McKenzie 
Police Department and 
McKenzie Special School 
District for SRO services

10. Consider for approv-
al the MSSD Disciplinary 
Hearing Authority

1. Tonya Brown or desig-
nee, McKenzie Elementary

2. Josh Kee or designee, 
McKenzie Middle

3. Kelly Spivey or desig-
nee, McKenzie High

4. Other district supervi-
sor(s), as required

Members of the DHA 
are appointed to one (1) 
year terms and subject to 
reappointment as stated 
in Student Disciplinary 
Hearing Authority Policy, 
6.317

11. 2025-2026 Bullying 
Report

12. Discussion of McK-
enzie Elementary Roof re-
placement project

13. Director’s Report

McKenzie Special School District Agenda
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arriving in minutes. Car-
roll County Electric crews 
restored power in the area 
after approximately 20 
minutes and later utilized 
their trucks to remove the 
crushed car from the side 
of The McKenzie Banner.

MPD blocked off a sec-
tion of Main Street be-

tween the intersection of 
Cedar Street and Bruce 
Street from the time of 
the incident until approx-
imately 5:40 p.m. Mon-
day,  rerouting drivers 
from the scene.

Te n n e s s e e  H i g h w a y 
Patrol’s Lieutenant Ca-
leb Cooper and troopers 
Zack Barker, Jason Russell 
and Samuel Wendorff in-
vestigated the incident 
while the McKenzie Po-
l ice Department man-

aged traffic and secured 
the scene.  No injuries 
were reported, and The 
McKenzie Banner build-
ing sustained only minor 
damage.

Carroll County Electric 
crews cleared the scene 
at 2:21 p.m., leaving AT&T 
personnel to complete re-
pairs. Two AT&T represen-
tatives said local AT&T In-
ternet and phone services 
would likely be down until 
Tuesday, July 28.

Scrap
...From Front Page

changes resulting from leg-
islation passed during the 
2025-26 session. 

New state requirements 
mandate that health edu-
cation for K-12 students 
include instruction on 
child trafficking. Addi-
t i o n a l l y ,  s c h o o l s  a r e 
implementing a policy 
intende d to  prior i t ize 
teacher-led instruction 
t h a t  e s s e n t i a l l y  b a n s 
electronic instructional 
materials for grades K-5. 
Exceptions to the tech-
nology policy are permit-
ted for assessments, re-
mediation, virtual schools 
and students with IEPs or 
504 plans.

District nutrition pro-
grams also see updates 
this year. Four of Carroll 
County’s five school dis-
tricts—Hollow Rock-Bru-
ceton, Huntingdon, West 
Carroll and South Car-
roll—will offer free break-
fast and lunch to students 
throughout the year. The 
McKenzie Special School 
District will provide free 
breakfast at all three of its 
schools.

Families are invited to 
meet teachers and tour 
facilities at upcoming open 

house events. Below is the 
schedule for Carroll Coun-
ty schools:

C l a rk s b u r g  S c h o o l : 
Monday, August 3, from 
5:30-7 p.m.

Hollow Rock-Bruceton 
Special School District: 
Sunday, August 2 from 2-4 
p.m.

Huntingdon Primary 
School: Kindergarten — 
Thursday, July 30 from 
12:30-6 p.m. by appoint-
ment only; First through 
third grade — Thursday, 
July 30 beginning at 6 p.m. 
in the school gymnasium.

Huntingdon Middle 
School: Monday, August 
3 at 6 p.m. in the school 
gymnasium.

H u n t i n g d o n  H i g h 
School: Thursday, July 30 
from 5-6:30 p.m.

McKenzie Elementary 
School: Thursday, July 30 
from 1-6 p.m. 

M c K e n z i e  M i d d l e 
School: Fifth Grade Ori-
entation — Thursday, July 
30 at 4 p.m. in the school 
gymnasium; Open House 
— Thursday, July 30 from 
4-6 p.m. 

McKenzie High School: 
Freshman Orientation — 
Thursday, July 30 at 6 p.m. 
in the school gym; Open 
House — Thursday, July 
30 from 7-8 p.m. Attendees 
are asked to park in the 

rear of the school
West Carroll  Pre-K, 

Kindergarten: Tuesday, 
August 4 from 8 a.m.-6 
p.m., by appointment only.

West Carroll Primary: 
First grade — Thursday, 
July 30 from 6-7 p.m.; Sec-
ond grade — Thursday, 
July 30 from 7-8 p.m.

West Carroll Elemen-
tary: Monday, August 3, 
from 6-7 p.m.

We st Carroll  Jr./Sr. 
High School:  Tuesday, 
July 28 from 5-6 p.m.

The five Carroll County 
school districts (McKenzie, 
Huntingdon, West Carroll, 
Hollow Rock-Bruceton and 
South Carroll) began staff 
in-service on Monday, July 
27. Students report for a 
half-day on Tuesday, Au-
gust 4.

In-ser vice for Henr y 
County School System 
staff began Thursday, July 
23. Students report for 
a half-day on Monday, 
August 3.

Students in the Paris 
Special School District also 
return for a half-day on 
Monday, August 3.

W e a k l e y  C o u n t y 
Schools begin later, with 
staff reporting for in-ser-
vice on Monday, August 
3. Students begin the year 
with a full day on Mon-
day, August 10.

Students
...From Front Page

Left, Members from McKenzie First Baptist, Angie Hollowell and Jennifer Ognibene, 
help sort school supplies.  Right, Shawn Hughes provides a hair cut to a local student. 
Photos by Joel Washburn/The Banner

Organizers extend their 
sincere appreciation to the 
following sponsors and 
supporters:

The Webb Alumni As-
sociation, McKenzie First 
Baptist, McKenzie Rotary 
Club, E.W. James and Sons, 
Tosh Farms, TCAT Hen-
ry/Carroll; Farm Bureau, 
Gideons Bible, Walmart 
– Huntingdon and Paris, 
Stafford Real Estate, The 
McKenzie Banner, McK-
enzie Police Department, 
McKenzie  Fire  Depart-
ment, McKenzie Banking 
C o m p a n y ,  G i r l  S c o u t s, 
Hospital Wing, Woodmen 
Life, Unique Barber Shop – 
Shaun Hughes, One Touch 
Hair Salon – Juanita Winer, 
OnPoint Cutz & Stylez – 
Aaron Morris,  Debbie's 
Salon – Debbie Moore, 
Eric and Mistee Cooper, 
Mary Nolen, Gloria No-

len, Mary Higgins, Carroll 
County News-Leader, and 
an anonymous donor.

Special thanks are also 
extended to all of the volun-
teers who gave their time and 
talents to make the Back-to-
School Bash possible.

The community’s sup-
port of the event demon-
strated the commitment 
of local organizations and 
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  h e l p i n g 
McKenzie’s children start 
the school year ready to 
learn and succeed.

Webb
...From Front Page

A little girl looks over the inventory of free backpacks. 
Photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

C A R R O L L  C O U N T Y 
(July 27) — The early vot-
ing period for the August 
6 election ends Saturday, 
August 1 at noon. Early 
voting from July 17 through 
Monday afternoon totaled 
1,461 ballots, according to 
the Carroll County Election 
Commission.

The bulk of the ballots, 

1,171, were cast by Repub-
lican voters. Democrats 
have submitted 243 bal-
lots, while 47 cast general 
ballots.

Carroll County residents 
wishing to cast an early 
ballot  must vote at  the 
Carroll County Election 
Commission Office at 625 
High Street in Huntingdon 
(in the rear of the Carroll 
County Complex).

Voting hours are Monday 

through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Election day is Thursday, 
August 6 at the respective 
local precincts.

All voters must present 
a federal- or state-issued 
photo ID, unless an excep-
tion applies. College stu-
dent IDs, non-U.S. Citizen 
IDs and IDs issued by lo-
cal governments or other 
states are not accepted.

Early Voting for August Election Ends Saturday

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

H U N T I N G D O N  ( Ju l y 
22) — New state laws have 
triggered a significant over-
haul of Huntingdon Special 
School District (HSSD) pol-
icies. The Board of Educa-
tion approved 36 updates 
during Wednesday’s meet-
ing, impacting everything 
from student grading and 
extracurricular eligibility to 
teacher employment and 
gender definitions.

See some of the policy 
changes:

Instruction
In  g ra d e s  K- 5 ,  H S S D 

will prioritize teacher-led 
instruction and non-elec-
tronic materials, with ex-
ceptions for assessments 
and students with specific 
education plans.

Schools are now required 
to include child trafficking 
instruction as a component 
of health education for stu-
dents K-12.

Grading and Promotion
Starting in 2027-28, sev-

enth-grade students who 
excel on math assessments 
will be automatically en-
rolled in Algebra I for eighth 
grade, though parents may 
opt out.  Middle school 
students’ Algebra I perfor-
mance will also be factored 

into their high school GPAs. 
Third-grade students can 

now be promoted to the 
fourth grade based on read-
ing screener proficiency, 
bypassing traditional tutor-
ing requirements.

Athletics
Students attending small 

private schools who are 
zoned for Huntingdon may 
now participate in district 
athletics, following state 
association guidelines.

Early Graduation
Students may use the 

Classic Learning Test for 
early graduation requests. 
Credits earned before ninth 
grade will count toward 
graduation requirements.

Attendance and Conduct
Transfer students will car-

ry over unexcused absences 
from previous schools.

Schools are now required 
to alert parents regarding 
classro om evacuations 
caused by student behavior.

Principals must create 
safety plans for students 
holding an order of protec-
tion against another student.

Employment and Benefits
The district will imple-

ment the E-Verify program 
for all new hires, ensuring 
they are eligible to work in 
the United States.

Policies regarding sick 

and personal leave have 
been adjusted to provide 
more flexibility based on 
contract length.

Teachers can no longer 
have their licenses suspend-
ed by the school board for 
mid-year contract breaches.

Professional Conduct
Teachers are strictly pro-

hibited from engaging in 
sexually related behaviors 
with students, including 
those who have graduated 
or withdrawn within the last 
12 months.

School Board Operations
Board members may now 

attend meetings electron-
ically during emergencies, 
provided a quorum is not 
required.

Meeting agendas must 
be public at least 48 hours 
in advance.

Public comment is now 
p e r m i tt e d  o n  a n y  t o p -
ic relevant to the Board’s 
jurisdiction.

Legal and Compliance 
Adjustments

The district updated 12 
policies to redefine “sex” 
and “gender” to align with 
state definitions based on 
birth anatomy and genetics. 
Additionally, fiscal manage-
ment policies now require 
annual internal control re-
views and specific budget 
reporting to the state.

Huntingdon School Board Approves 36 Policy 
Updates Ahead of 2026-27 School Year

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

C A R R O L L  C O U N T Y 
(July 27) — Municipal 
seats in Atwood, Bruce-
ton, Hollow Rock, McKen-
zie, McLemoresville and 
Trezevant are on the No-
vember 3 general election 
ballot. The deadline for 
candidates to file signed 
petitions is Thursday, Au-
gust 20 at noon.

On Monday, the Carroll 
County Election Commis-
sion released an ongoing 
list of petitioners for the 
November election.

Municipal seats on the 
November 3 ballot are as 
follows:

Atwood
Mayor: Terry Joe Hern-

don has picked up a peti-
tion for the seat. Incum-
bent Fridie Algee has not 
yet picked up a petition.

Two alderman posi-
tions: Dustin Church and 
Joann Long have filed peti-
tions, and Tommy Polinski 
has picked up a petition. 
Incumbents Jim Lewis and 
Randy D. Long have not 
picked up petitions.

Bruceton
M a y o r :  J o h n a t h a n 

Pierpoint and incumbent 
Robert T. Keeton, III, have 
picked up petitions.

Two alderman posi-

tions: Michael Wilson and 
incumbent Jack R. Blocker 
have picked up petitions; 
incumbent James A. Butler 
has not.

Hollow Rock
Mayor (two-year unex-

pired): Incumbent Ron-
nie Webb has picked up a 
petition.

Two alderman posi-
tions: Sherry Ozier, James 
R o b i s o n ,  M i s t y  D a w n 
White and incumbent An-
gela Stockdale have picked 
up petitions. Incumbent T. 
Richard Goodwin has not 
yet picked up a petition.

Alderman (two-year 
unexpired): Incumbent 
Cathie Pardue has picked 
up a petition.

Huntingdon
Three council mem-

ber positions: No one has 
picked up a petition. In-
cumbents are John Sand-
ers, Kelly Eubanks and 
Andrew Maddox.

McKenzie
M a y o r :  I n c u m b e n t 

Ryan D. Griffin has filed a 
petition.

Three councilman po-
sitions: Incumbent Bobby 
L. Young has filed a pe-
tition, and his fellow in-
cumbents Tom Alexander 
and Carol Armpriest have 
picked up petitions. Ar-
mand J. Hebert, III, and 
Raymond Glisson also 

picked up petitions. 

McLemoresville
Mayor: Incumbent Phil 

Williams, Austin Prater 
and Nathan Worrell have 
picked up petitions.

Five alderman posi-
tions: Incumbents Kim 
Wheeler, Sharron Holland 
and Robby Alford have 
filed petitions. Adam Mar-
tin and incumbents Mike 
Presson and Lana Y. Suite 
have picked up petitions. 
Incumbents Don T. Reed 
and Angie Martin have not 
picked up petitions.

Trezevant
Three alderman posi-

tions: Incumbents Donald 
M. Barger, Dan Diering-
er and Pamela D. Joyner 
have picked up petitions. 
Beth Anne Farrell and Liz 
Yohman have also picked 
up petitions.

TN House
Kirk D. Carter also qual-

ified in March as an in-
dependent candidate for 
the Tennessee House of 
Representatives District 
79 seat. Representative 
Brock Martin (R-Hunting-
don) currently holds this 
position.

For more details, contact 
the Carroll County Elec-
tion Commission Office 
at 731-98-1968, or www.
carrolltnelections.com

Candidate Petition Deadline for 
November Election is August 20

Without newspapers, where would you search to
find the information on this page?
We do the legwork to keep you informed.

Call 731.352.3323
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The Bordeau-owned semi-truck pictured above was loaded with crushed auto-
mobiles when one of its crushed cars snagged and downed an AT&T trunk line 
on Monday afternoon. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner
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Things In My Head with Charles Manfredi

You know how it is at the 
end of a workday and sup-
per's over and the dishes are 
done? You're ready to settle 
down, put on your pajamas, 
and have a little quiet time 
before going to bed. Yeah, 
that's the way I like it, too.

On one such night, after 
“quiet time” was over and 
it was time to go to bed, I 
opened the front door and 
called for our rescue-bea-
gle, Russell, to come inside 
from his “after-supper-run-
a r o u n d - t h e - w o o d s - a n d -
neighborhood” excursion, 
which oftentimes lasted for 
an hour or two. This time, 
though, instead of having 
to call and coax him in, he 
ran pell mell through the 
open door and jumped on 
the couch like he was being 
chased by a rabid badger.

A split second later, the 
smell of a skunk was shoved 
up my nose, and I began 
to gag. 

But Russell wasn’t run-
ning from the skunk outside; 
he was running from himself 
BECAUSE HE’D GOTTEN 
SPRAYED BY A SKUNK!!!!!!!

He was frantically rubbing 
his face on the couch and 
pawing at his nose.

“Russell!” I yelled. 
But neither my voice nor 

anything else was going to 
draw his  attention away 
from the acrid stench he 
was trying to escape.

P a n d e m o n i u m  b r o k e 
loose in the house as ev-
eryone screamed and ran 
out the room.

I had no choice but to pick 

Russell up and summarily 
pitch him out the door. 

From around the corner 
of the doorway to our bed-
room, my wife asked, “What 
are you going to do now?”

Indeed, that was the ques-
tion of the hour.

“Go to the kitchen and 
get me all the tomato juice 
we have.”

When we pass e d each 
other as I  headed to the 
bedroom, she actually held 
her nose and stepped away 
when she got close to me. 
Apparently “for better or 
for worse” didn’t include 
smelling like a skunk.

Taking off  my pajamas 
(which had to be thrown 
away) and putting on the 
oldest clothes I could find, 
I donned rubber boots and 
rubber gloves and went out-
side armed with a quart of 
tomato juice in each hand. 

Wa l k i n g  o u t s i d e  w a s 
like walking into a wall of 
the smell.  I  could hardly 
breathe.

Russell was rubbing him-
self across the grass, making 
unnatural, guttural sounds. 
But as soon as he saw me, 
he rushed to me and reared 
up on me in hopes I could 
deliver him from the ines-
capable odor.

Even though he’d never 
been given a tomato bath, 
h e  sto o d  sto c k  st i l l  a s  I 
rubbed and scrubbed him 
from the tip of his tail to the 
tip of his nose. 

I  really hadn’t  thought 
through what I was going 
to do with a tomato-soaked 

dog. 
My first idea was to use 

the garden hose and rinse 
him off, but it was winter-
time with a temperature in 
the 30’s. So I discarded that 
idea.

I closed my eyes when the 
only other option became 
apparent and wondered if 
this might be the proverbial 
straw that broke the camel’s 
back of my marriage.

Putting my arms under-
neath Russell, I lifted him 
and carried him inside.

I won’t repeat everything 
Brenda said as I stepped in-
side, but let’s just say she: 1. 
Wasn’t happy; and 2. Ques-
tioned my sanity.

With my rubber boots, 
rubber gloves, and stink-
ing tomato-juice-soake d 
clothes, I got into our walk-
in shower with Russell and 
closed the doors.

“Bring me the Dawn dish 
detergent,” I called out.

Using the handheld wand 
in the shower,  I  soaked, 
soaped, and rinsed Russell 
multiple times. 

At first, the bottom of the 
shower looked like a techni-
color version of the shower 
scene from Alfred Hitch-
cock’s movie “Psycho.” Even-
tually, though, it turned pink 
and, after twenty minutes or 
so, finally turned clear.

At  w o rk  t h e  n e x t  d ay , 
some of my coworkers wrin-
kled their nose when I got 
close.

“It’s my new cologne,” I 
told them. “What do you 
think?”

(p.s. the couch had to be 
thrown away)

* Taken from The Wit and 
Wisdom of David Johnson, 
Volume III:  A Harrowing 
Halloween Tale

THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON

A Stinking Dog

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

There Are Teachers, Then There Is…
Chick King was the best 

baseball coach I ever played 
for. He spent 11 years in pro-
fessional baseball, at times 
with the Detroit Tigers, Chi-
cago Cubs, and St.  Louis 
Cardinals.

I was barely sixteen when 
I met him. And I played the 
next three years of Ameri-
can Legion Baseball under 
his tutelage. We’d practice 
one Saturday in late May 
each summer and play 50 
plus games in the next two 
months.

I asked him once why only 
one workout, and then so 
many games? He said, “You 
don’t get many practice days 
in life.”

That  might  not  be the 
greatest thing he ever said 
to me, but I tell you, it has 
rolled around in my head 
ten thousand times over the 
years.

Chick (the f irst  t ime I 
met him and called him Mr. 
King, he looked down at me, 
paused to read my soul, and 
said, “It’s Chick, son, every-
body calls me Chick.”) never 
missed an opportunity to 
teach you something.

Baseball  was the main 
t h i n g  o n  t h e  m e n u … I 
thought. Until I lived through 
those summers. And believe 
me, Chick was all baseball. 
But he was a teacher first and 
foremost. In every sense of 
that word!

“Men,” he was address-
ing the team in the dugout 
during a rain delay, “nobody 
is going to give you anything 
in life. You’ve got to earn it. 
Don’t think your mom and 
dad will care for you forever. 
That’s not fair to them. Or 
you! Get your eyes open. 
And take your place in this 
world.”

I’m sitting there thinking 
most managers would be 
looking up at the sky figur-
ing if we could finish this 

game. Or in Chick’s case, 
you’d think he’d be telling 
us about a hit he got off of 
Whitey Ford. He didn’t live 
in the past.

He’d stop by our house. 
I hoped to give me some 
sound baseball instruction. 
“Kes, have you thought about 
what you are going to do 
with your life? How you’re 
going to make a living? Mon-
ey is not an all in all, but it 
sure helps to have enough to 
live comfortably. You need a 
plan. I’m not going to let you 
just drift along….”

Good golly Miss Molly, I’m 
sixteen years old. No! I ain’t 
given a cat’s whisper to what 
I’m doing next week, much 
less for the rest of my life!

Chick took me to that good 
restaurant down at Paris 
Landing, “Kes, you’ve got so 
much potential.” I straight-
ened up. Was he telling me 
I was a good baseball play-
er? “God has given you a 
good mind. You understand 
actions and consequences. 
You have got to get a good 
education. Learning is the 
key. Get yourself prepared! 
Don’t you dare let life slip 
upon you.”

We were at a truck stop in 
Jackson, eating lunch. Chick 
traveled in his business and 
he would sometimes pick me 
up and I’d ride along, “Kes, 
there are evil people in this 
world. You’ve got to be able 
to spot them. They will tell 
you anything, try to sell you 
anything, make you believe 
upside down is right side up, 
and take all you’ve got if you 
are not paying attention.”

He never gave up. He never 
let a learning moment pass. 
“There are also wonderful, 
God fearing, sensible people 
around you. They love life, 
and they will love you. You 
find them.” He paused and 
leaned over the table like he 
was about to deliver an edict 

from on high, “You BE one of 
THEM!”

Chick and I were the only 
two left in the dugout af-
ter a particularly tough loss. 
I thought he was going to 
console me, “Kes, there is a 
girl here in town I think you 
ought to date.”

What!
“She is very pretty. But, 

more importantly,  she is 
prettier on the inside than 
she is on the outside. And 
her family loves the Lord. 
You need to look at the par-
ents when you are consider-
ing dating. She would be just 
right for you.” 

I left shaking my head in 
disbelief. But I ended up “go-
ing steady” with her for the 
next three years.

Chick had a farm. He paid 
me to haul hay for him when 
I really needed the money. 
Later in life, after I had got-
ten out on my own, I bought 
a few black angus cows and 
went into business with him. 
He never stopped giving me 
advice. He never stopped 
cheering me on. He never 
stopped believing in me.

He musta bought me a 
hundred meals. He gave me 
his undivided attention. He 
didn’t have to teach me the 
importance of serving oth-
ers. He lived it in front of me.  

I tried to thank him nu-
merous times; he’d interrupt 
with another life lesson.

When folks ask who’s the 
man in the featured picture 
in the baseball locker room 
in our house today, a million 
thoughts flood my soul. You 
could not sum up what he’s 
meant to me in a month of 
Sundays.

So, I quietly say, “He’s just 
a guy I used to know.” But 
inside I’m thinking, “that I 
modeled my life on.”    

Respectfully,
Kes

kesley45@aol.com

Travel across any Tennessee high-
way today, and you are likely to spot 
a curious sight: the iconic three-star 
logo of the novelty front license plates. 
Understand, these are not state-is-
sued plates, but novelty plates sold 
by non-government companies that 
are often unintentionally displayed 
upside down. What was intended as 
a symbol of volunteer pride is often 
a point of public confusion.  It is sup-
posed to represent a “V” as in the word 
“Volunteer.” It has a “V” with a slight 
clockwise rotation.

In comparison, in maritime and 
national tradition, flying the U.S. flag 
upside down is a recognized signal of 
dire distress. An inverted Tennessee 
license plate may not constitute an 
emergency, but it does represent a 
lack of knowledge to properly display 

the state’s image.
The three stars on the Tennessee 

flag symbolize more than just geogra-
phy - west, middle and east Tennessee; 
they are a profound emblem of the 
state’s unity. Its design is symbolic: the 
pure white stars representing the three 
grand divisions of the state bound 
together by an endless circle of blue. 
This design signifies an “indissoluble 
trinity,” emphasizing the strength of 
the state when its regions are united.

The Three-Star design is evident on 
state-issued registration plates and 
drivers’ licenses. 

To rectify the incorrect display, the 
manufacturers should implement a 
simple, low-cost solution: a tempo-
rary “This Side Up” sticker placed on 
the face of each new plate. This small 
addition would guide motorists during 
installation and ensure the Tennessee 
3-star logo is displayed with the digni-
ty it deserves. 

Now, I hope that you can never 
‘unsee’ an incorrectly displayed state 
emblem.

BY JOEL WASHBURN

VIEWPOINT
Editor’s

washburn@mckenziebanner.com

OPINION

Novelty Tennessee License 
Plates Are Often Upside Down

TACO PIE
1 1/2 pounds lean ground beef
1/2 green bell pepper, chopped
1 teaspoon canola oil
1 (15oz.) can Mexican stewed 

tomatoes
1 tablespoon chili powder
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1 1/2 cup shredded cheddar cheese
1 (6oz.) package corn muffin mix
1 egg
2/3 cup milk
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Brown 

ground beef and bell pepper in oil in 
large skillet and drain well. Add 1/2 
teaspoon salt, tomatoes, 1 cup water, 
chili powder and garlic powder. Cook 
on medium heat for about 10 minutes 
or until most of liquid evaporates. Pour 
into sprayed 9x13 inch baking dish. 
Sprinkle cheese on top.

Combine corn muffin mix, egg and 
milk in bowl and beat well. Pour over 
cheese. Bake for 25 minutes or until 
corn muffin mix is light brown. Remove 
from oven and let stand for about 10 
minutes before serving. Serves 6-8.

QUICK FIESTA SUPPER
2 (15oz.) cans chili without beans
2 (15oz.) cans pinto beans with liquid
2 (15oz.) cans beef tamales, shucked
1 (8oz.) package shredded Mexican 

4-cheese blend, divided
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In 

greased 9x13-inch baking dish, spoon 
both cans chili in pan and spread out 
with back of large spoon.

Spread beans with liquid over chili. 
Spread tamales over beans. Sprinkle 
about 1/2 cup cheese ove top, cover 
and bake for 30 minutes. 

Remove from oven and sprinkle re-
maining cheese over top of casserole. 
Return to oven for just 5 minutes. Serve 
with lots of tortilla chips. Serves 4-6.

SKILLET STEAK AND VEGGIES
1 pound boneless sirloin steak, cut 

in strips
2 (15oz.) cans Italian stewed toma-

toes with liquid
1 (16oz.) package frozen Italian 

green beans, thawed
1 (8oz.) carton sour cream
Egg noodles cooked
Place sirloin strips in large skillet 

with a little oil. Cook on high heat about 
3 minutes. Add stewed tomatoes and 
green beans, bring to boiling, lower 
heat and cook for 5 minutes. Just before 
serving, fold in sour cream. Serve over 
hot, cooked egg noodles. Serves 4-6.
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THOMAS HAMILTON  
1932 —�2026

PARIS (formerly of McK-
enzie) — Thomas J. Ham-
ilton, 93, of Paris, died on 
Tuesday, July 7, 2026, at West 
Tennessee Healthcare-Vol-
unteer Hospital in Martin.

Dr. Hamilton was born 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., on July 
31, 1932. 

He was married for 64 
years to his beloved wife, 
Lorraine, who survives of 
Paris. He is also survived 
by his sister-in-law, Char-
lotte  Hamilton of  New 
York; several nieces and 
nephews ;  grand-nieces 
and grandnephews; and 
g re a t- g ra n d n i e c e s  a n d 
great-grandnephews.

Dr. Hamilton was preced-
ed in death by his moth-
er, Margaret Hildemann 
Hamilton; father, Thomas 
J. Hamilton; sister, Anne 
Marie Carney; and brother, 
John F. Hamilton.

Dr. Hamilton received 
degrees from four different 
universities: Saint John’s 
(B.A. History), City College 
of New York (M.A. Romance 
Languages), Hunter Col-
lege (M.A. Classics), and 
the University of Virginia 
(PH. D. Medieval Studies).

He subsequently was 
an assistant professor at 
the University of Virginia 
and Longwood University 
in Farmville, Virginia. For 
many years he was also a 
leading expert on the An-
glo-Saxon hagiography of 
the eleventh century. His 
writings on the subject are 
held by major American 
Universities and by Euro-
pean Libraries in France, 
Germany, and the United 
Kingdom.

After a decade of teach-
ing, Dr. Hamilton became 
interested in the admin-
istration of Christian col-
leges. He studied Mana-
gerial Planning (Michigan 
State) and then served suc-
cessively as Administrative 
Vice President of Kendall 
College, President of Naz-
areth College, President of 
the College of Saint Teresa, 
and President of the James-
town University Founda-
tion. While at Jamestown, 
he organized and devel-
oped scholarship endow-
ments worth over 40 million 
dollars. Jamestown granted 
him an honorary degree as 
Doctor of Humane Letters 
in 2007. He worked at Beth-
el College in McKenzie.

Dr. Hamilton was also 

vitally interested in the 
re l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  o f 
teenagers. He served as a 
volunteer religion teacher 
of high school seniors for 
almost 50 years. His mot-
to was Hebrews 12:1. He 
thought that verse captured 
the ideas that it was a strug-
gle for young persons to 
become rooted in faith, that 
adults who wanted to share 
in their effort to become 
rooted should be non-dog-
matic, and that the entire 
church community had to 
support the young adults by 
its example. Great idea and 
it even worked sometimes.

He was a member of Holy 
Cross Catholic Church. He 
served on the committee 
that secured funding for 
Holy Family Hall, was the 
first chair of the Holy Cross 
Catholic Pre-School board, 
worked with the group that 
introduced the Life Teen 
program to Holy Cross and 
was a member of the team 
that designed and secured 
funding for the parish’s Me-
morial Garden. In 2009, he 
received the Angel of the 
Catholic School Award for 
his service to Catholic ed-
ucation in the Diocese of 
Memphis

Ridgeway Funeral Home, 
201 Dunlap Street, Paris, 
TN, 38242, handled the ar-
rangements. His remains 
were cremated with a me-
morial visitation on Satur-
day, July 25, 2026, at Holy 
Cross Catholic Church from 
9:30-10:30 a.m. A Rosary 
Service followed.

A Mass of the Resurrec-
tion was celebrated at 11 
a.m. at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church on Saturday, July 25, 
2026. At a later date, burial 
will be at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Valhalla, N.Y.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to the 
Holy Cross Youth Group, 
1210 East Wood Street, Par-
is, TN 38242. +

EVELYN HARRISON 
GILLIAM

1938 — 2026
McKENZIE — Funeral 

services for Evelyn Harri-
son Gilliam were Sunday, 
July 26, 2026, at 2 p.m. at 
Brummitt-McKenzie Fu-
neral Home. Interment was 
at Pilgrim’s Rest Cemetery, 
McKenzie. 

Mrs. Gilliam, 88, died at 
Baptist Memorial Hospital 
Carroll Co. on Tuesday, July 
21, 2026.

She was a seamstress for 
H.I.S. Gleason, a homemak-
er, and a member of Bethel 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Born on March 20, 1938, in 
Henry County, to Ardie and 
Eller Ray Rayburn Harrison.

She is survived by her 
children, Ray (Lisa) Gilliam 
of McKenzie, Carol Kyle of 
Huntingdon, and daugh-
ter-in-law, Janice Gilliam 
of McKenzie; sisters, Faye 
Cook, Wanda (Barry) Tra-
vis and Catherine (Junior) 
Gibson, all of McKenzie; a 
brother, Jerry Harrison of 
Clearwater, Fla.; eight grand-
children, Jeremy Gilliam, 

Kayla (Richard) Holmes, 
April (Chris) Thomas, Kirk 
(Cera) Gilliam, Morgan (Jo-
seph) Crocker, Bradley (Kay-
la) Fowler, Daniel (Jazzlyn) 
Parker and Jamie Kyle; eleven 
great-grandchildren and one 
great-great-granddaughter.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; her hus-
band, Jerry Gilliam; son, 
Lynn Gilliam; son-in-law, 
Michael Kyle; and two sis-
ters, Ruth Toombs and Jan-
ice Harrison.

For additional informa-
tion, please contact Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral 
Home at 731-352-4848 or 
visit brummittmckenziefu-
neralhome.com.+

CHARLES KENNETH 
‘KENNY’ RUSH
1941 — 2026

HUNTINGD ON — Mr. 
Charles Kenneth “Kenny” 
Rush, 84, of Huntingdon, 
died Saturday, July 25, 2026, 
at Life Care Center.

Funeral services are at 
11 a.m., Wednesday, July 
29, 2026, at Huntingdon 
Missionary Baptist Church. 
Interment will follow at 
Carroll Memorial Gardens. 

The family will receive 
friends at Dilday-Carter 
Funeral Home on Tues-
day from 4-8 p.m. and on 
Wednesday at Huntingdon 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
9 a.m. until time of services 
at 11 a.m.

Mr. Rush was born August 
21, 1941, to the late Gaylon 
Rush and Mary Sue Gooch 
Rush. He was a deacon and 
member of Huntingdon 
Missionary Baptist Church 

and a longtime electrician. 
He was preceded in death 
by a brother, Johnny Rush.

He is survived by his wife 
of 65 years, Nancy Rush 
of Huntingdon; two sons, 
David Lynn (Tonyia) Rush 
of Huntingdon and Charles 
K “Ken” (Emily) Rush of 
Lexington, Ky.; two sisters, 
Susan Sanders and Michael 
(Sandy) Rush of Henderson, 
Tenn.; one sister-in-law, 
Mary Ann Rush; and three 
grandchildren.

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

BILLY CLAYTON 
WILLIAMS

1954 —�2026
McKENZIE — Mr. Billy 

Clayton Williams, 72, of 
McKenzie, died Tuesday, 
July 21, 2026, at Cherrywood 
Post Acute in McKenzie.

A private graveside service 
will be held at a later date.

Billy was born May 22, 
1954, in Milan to the late 
Dallas and Alice “Tootsie” 
Williams.

He is survived by his sis-
ter, Carolyn Gooch Newton 
of Memphis; his cousin, 
Bob and Donna Williams 
of Huntingdon; and other 
family members, Amelia 
and Jemma Jordan, Caro-
line and William Alexan-
der, John, Devon, Emory, 
and Everly Williams, Kathy 
Williams Burkett, Jack New-
ton, and Elliott and Frances 
Stables.

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

Thank You

A4081/30-1 Webb Alumni Association, Inc
& First Baptist Church

Thank you for your incredible support in making 
our Back-to-School event a massive success! 
Your partnership directly helped equip our local 
students and families with the confi dence, tools, 

and resources they need to thrive this school year.
We look forward to continuing our meaningful work 

together in future initiatives.

Anonymous Donor, McKenzie Rotary Club, E.W. James 
and Sons, Tosh Farms, TCAT Henry/Carroll, Farm 
Bureau, Gideons Bible, Walmart - Huntingdon 

and Paris, Stafford Real Estate, McKenzie Banner, 
McKenzie Police Department, McKenzie Fire 

Department, McKenzie Banking Company, Girl 
Scouts, Hospital Wing, Woodmen Life, Unique Barber 

Shop - Shaun Hughes, One Touch Hair Salon - Juanita 
Winer, OnPoint Cutz & Stylez - Aaron Morris, 

Debbie’s Salon - Debbie Moore, Eric and Mistee 
Cooper, Mary Nolen, Gloria Nolen, Mary Higgins, 

Carroll County News-Leader, and all the Volunteers.

NASHVILLE — Unem-
ployment percentages in-
creased in June 2026 in the 
tri-counties as compared 
to one month earlier, but 
showed a decrease in un-
employment compared to 
one year earlier.

According to information 
released by the Tennessee 
Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development, 
Tennessee recorded an 
unemployment percent-
age of 3.5 percent in June, 
down from the May rate of 
3.6 and equal to the rate in 
June 2025.

In Carroll County, the 
unemployment percentage 
was 4.7in June, compared to 
3.8 one month earlier and 
4.9 one year earlier. From a 
labor force of 12,299, there 

were 11,716 employed and 
583 unemployed.

Henry County reported 
an unemployment rate of 
4.5 percent in June, com-
pared to 3.8 one month 
earlier and 4.7 percent one 
year earlier. From a labor 
force of 13,071, there were 
12,480 employed and 591 
unemployed.

Weakley County re-
ported an unemployment 
rate of 4.9 percent in June, 
c o m p a re d  t o  3 . 8  o n e 
month earlier and 4.9 one 
year earlier. From a labor 
force of 13,665, there were 
12,993 employed and 672 
unemployed.

Unemployment rates 
increased in 94 of the 95 
counties during June com-
pared to May.

Unemployment Rate Slightly 
Increases in Tri-Counties

NASHVILLE — Tennes-
see’s traditional sales tax 
holiday on clothing, school 
supplies and computers 
begins at 12:01 a.m. on 
Friday, July 31, 2026, and 
ends at 11:59 p.m. on Sun-
day, August 2, 2026.

During this time cloth-
ing, school supplies and 
computers may be pur-
chased tax-free, with cer-
tain restrictions.

Items must  be pur-
chased for personal use, 
not for business or trade.

Items sold online are 
also eligible.

CLOTHING
Exempt: General appar-

el that costs $100 or less 
per item, such as shirts, 
pants, socks, shoes, dress-
es, etc.

Not exempt: Apparel 
items priced at more than 
$100 (items sold together, 
such as shoes, cannot be 
split up to stay beneath 
the $100 maximum); items 
such as jewelry, handbags, 
or sports and recreational 
equipment.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Exempt :  School and 

art supplies with a pur-
chase price of $100 or less 
per item, such as binders, 
backpacks, crayons, paper, 
pens, pencils, rulers and art 
supplies such as glazes, clay, 
paints, drawing pads and 
artist paintbrushes.

Not exempt: School and 
art supplies individually 
priced at more than $100 
(items that are normally 
sold together cannot be split 
up to stay beneath the $100 
maximum).

COMPUTERS
Exempt: Computers for 

personal use with a pur-
chase price of $1,500 or less. 
Laptop computers, if priced 
at $1,500 or less, also qualify, 
as well as tablet computers.

Not exempt : Storage 
media, like flash drives and 
compact discs; individually 
purchased software; printer 
supplies; and household 
appliances.

For more information, 
visit tn.gov/revenue/tax-
es/sales-and-use-tax/
sales-tax-holiday.

Tennessee Sales Tax 
Holiday is this Weekend

Without newspapers, where would you search
to find the information on this page?
Newspapers bring a wealth of  information together. We do the 
legwork to keep you informed. All at a great low rate, less than 
the price of  a cup of  coffee.

BANNER
THETHE

Call 731.352.3323

McKENZIE (July 28) 
— McKenzie and Carroll 
County will  begin the 
eight-day forecast period 
with another round of dan-
gerous heat Tuesday, July 
28, before temperatures 
and humidity ease during 
the middle of the week 
and showers and thunder-
storms become more likely 
heading into the weekend.

An Extreme Heat Warn-
ing remains in effect for 
Carroll County and much 
of West Tennessee until 8 
p.m. Tuesday. The National 
Weather Service in Mem-
phis said heat index values 
could reach as high as 115 
degrees within the warning 
area, significantly increas-
ing the risk of heat-related 
illnesses.

Tuesday is expected to 
be sunny and hot in McK-
enzie, with a high near 97 
degrees and a heat index 
as high as 113. West-south-
west winds are expected at 
5 to 10 mph before becom-
ing northwesterly during 
the afternoon. A 30-per-
cent chance of showers 
and thunderstorms enters 
the forecast Tuesday night 
as temperatures fall to 
around 71 degrees.

A front moving through 
the Mid-South should 
bring noticeably low-
er humidity beginning 
Wednesday. The National 
Weather Service expects 
clouds during the morn-
ing followed by gradual 
clearing and a high near 
89 degrees. Wednesday 
night should be mostly 
clear with a low around 67. 
Thursday is forecast to be 
sunny with another high 
near 89 and a nighttime 
low near 67. Forecasters 
said the front should push 
dewpoints into the 60s and 
bring heat index readings 
below warning or advisory 
levels by Thursday.

Rain chances begin in-
creasing Friday. The Na-
tional Weather Service calls 

for a 30-percent chance 
of showers and thunder-
storms Friday afternoon 
with a high near 88. The 
chance of precipitation 
rises to 50 percent Friday 
night, followed by a 60-per-
cent chance of showers and 
thunderstorms Saturday. 
Saturday’s high should be 
near 87, with a nighttime 
low around 68.

Scattered storms remain 
possible Sunday, when the 
National Weather Service 
places the chance of rain 
at 40 percent and forecasts 
another high near 87. The 
National Weather Service’s 
broader forecast discus-
sion describes the weekend 
pattern as wet and unset-
tled but notes that the ex-
act timing and coverage of 
storms remain uncertain.

The detailed National 
Weather Ser vice point 
forecast currently extends 
through Sunday, Aug. 2. 
Prel iminar y extende d 
guidance for Monday, 
Aug. 3, and Tuesday, Aug. 
4, indicates that humid and 
unsettled conditions may 
continue. Monday could 
bring scattered morning 
thunderstorms followed 
by afternoon showers, with 
a high near 86 and a low 
around 68. Tuesday could 
reach approximately 89, 
with afternoon thunder-
storms possible and a low 
near 69. Because those 
dates extend beyond the 
current detailed National 
Weather Service forecast, 
their temperatures and 
storm timing are more 
likely to change.

During Tuesday’s ex-
treme heat ,  residents 
should drink plenty of 
fluids, remain in air-con-
ditioned areas when pos-
sible, limit time in direct 
sunlight and check on 
relatives and neighbors. 
Anyone working outdoors 
s h o u l d  t a ke  f re q u e n t 
breaks and watch for signs 
of heat-related illness.

Heat Warning Tuesday; Cool 
Down, Stormier Weather Ahead
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CALENDAR
OF EVENTSF F OFFF TSNEVVEEV
AREA BACK-TO-SCHOOL 

DATES
The five Carroll County 

school districts (McKenzie, 
Huntingdon, West Carroll, 
Hollow Rock-Bruceton and 
South Carroll) begin staff 
in-service on Monday, July 
27. Students report for a half-
day on Tuesday, August 4.

Weakley County Schools 
begin later, with staff re-
porting for in-service on 
Monday, August 3. Students 
begin the year with a full 
day on Monday, August 10.

In -s e r v i c e  f o r  He n r y 
County School System staff 
begins Thursday, July 23. 
Students report for a half-
day on Monday, August 3.

Students in the Paris Spe-
cial School District also re-
turn for a half-day on Mon-
day, August 3.

RIBBON-CUTTING
AT ITALIAN ICE & 

FROYO CO.
Italian Ice & Froyo Co., 

1 6 2 1 4  Hig h l a n d  D r i v e, 
McKenzie,  hosts  a  r ib-
bon-cutting on Saturday, 
August 1 at 1 p.m.

SCHOOL SUPPLY 
GIVEAWAY

August 2 is the date of a 
school supply giveaway at 

Mulberry Park in McKenzie. 
The event begins at noon.

HUNTINGDON BACK TO 
SCHOOL BASH

August 2, 5 - 7 p.m., at the 
Carroll County Sesquicen-
tennial Park across from the 
Civic Center in Huntingdon. 
For Huntingdon students 
and their families, free food, 
school supplies, games, and 
Rollin’ Snow food truck.

McKENZIE REBELS 
MEET AND GREET

August 8, 5:30 to 9:30 
p.m. is the Meet and Greet 
for the McKenzie Rebels 
including the MHS and 
MMS Football teams, MHS 
and MMS Bands, MHS and 
MMS Cheerleaders, and the 
youth football league. There 
will be a dunking booth, 
concessions, vintage jerseys 
on display, and a kick-punt 
tournament. The admission 
price is $5.

EAGLE WING 
MOTORCYCLE 

ASSOCIATION RIDE-IN
Th e  E a g l e  Wi n g  Mo -

torcycle Association will 
have a ride-in to Ace’s Piz-
za at 1516 E. Wood Street 
in Paris on Saturday, Au-
gust 15 at 1 p.m. All types 
of motorcycles are invited. 
For more information, text 
731-336-4407.

ONE-WEEKEND
ESTATE SALE

An estate sale is Friday 
and Saturday, August 7-8 
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. at 6565 
Highway 190, McKenzie.

A wide variety of quality 
household items, includ-
ing furniture, home décor, 
stove, kitchenware, small 
appliances, plastic storage 
bowls, table lamps and oil 
lamps, books, glassware, 
deep freezer, set of encyclo-
pedias, Bible study materi-
al, vintage Arcopal dishes, 
washer/dr yer,  women’s 
beaded necklaces and clip-
on earrings, bedroom suite, 
trinkets, toys, living room 
suite, recliner, TVs, women’s 
plus-size clothing, China 
dishes, pots and pans, lin-
ens, towels, knickknacks 
and much more! Everything 
Must Go – One Weekend 
Only!

No early birds, please. 
Cash only; all sales final. 
Buyers are responsible 
for loading large items, so 
please bring help.

McKENZIE
FARMER’S MARKET
The McKenzie Farmer’s 

Market, across from City 
Hall on Cedar Street, is 
open each Saturday until 
the end of October from 8 
a.m. until noon.

McKENZIE ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION DECADES 

REUNION
Plans are underway for 

the third annual MHSAA 
Decades Reunion week-
end on September 25-26. 
All MHS alumni are invit-
ed to return to McKenzie 
to reconnect with friends, 
classmates,  and former 
teachers through many re-
unions and other planned 
events. Updates on the up-
coming weekend will be 
on the alumni association’s 
Facebook site and in The 
McKenzie Banner. For more 
information, email mcken-
ziehsalumni.tn@gmail.com.

MHS CLASS OF 1976 
REUNION

McKenzie High School 
Class of 1976 is holding a 
50-year class reunion on 
September 26, 1 p.m. at 

Chandler Farms in McK-
enzie. The event is in con-
junction with the MHS 
Alumni Association annual 
reunion. For more infor-
mation, e-mail Amy Rich 
Carter at amyrcarter58@
gmail.com or Marsha Spain 
Smith at smithmarsha99@
yahoo.com. Deadline for 
registration is August 31.

THE BREAKFAST CLUB 
AT HOMETOWN HEALTH 

CLINIC
Everyone is invited to 

The Breakfast Club every 
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m. 
for coffee, snacks, mingling 
and a light activity. Take 
the chance to connect and 
socialize before getting in-
teractive with games, light 
exercise and fun! Bring a 
friend and come make new 
ones at Hometown Health 
Clinic - Pediatrics/Specialty 
Entrance. We can’t wait to 
see you there!

CARROLL HUMANE 
SOCIETY EVENTS, NEWS

Cat Vouchers
Cat spay/neuter vouchers 

are always available for $60. 
To purchase by phone for 
use at Paris Vet Clinic, call 
731-514-0878 and leave a 
message. These are avail-
able to anyone regardless of 
residency. We now offer cat 
vouchers to Carroll Coun-
ty residents for $60 at the 
Huntingdon Animal Clinic. 
These must be purchased 
in person at the shelter with 
cash or card, and proof of 
residency is required. How-
ever, Carroll Co. residents 
can still use Paris Vet Clinic 
if preferred.

McKENZIE TOPS
MEETS WEEKLY

Win over weight with 
support and encourage-
ment by meeting with the 
McKenzie Chapter of TOPS 
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
each Monday at 3 p.m. in 
the McKenzie Church of 
Christ gymnasium. The first 
meeting is free. For more 
information, call 731-352-
7309. If no answer, leave a 
message.

MONTHLY GENEALOGY 
GROUP AT GORDON 
BROWNING MUSEUM
A  G e n e a l o g y  G r o u p 

m e e t s  a t  t h e  G o r d o n 
Browning Museum, 640 
North Main Street, McKen-
zie, the first Wednesday of 
each month at 2 p.m.

CARROLL COMMISSION 
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m., 
in the Conference Room 
of the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex, High Street, 
Huntingdon. No meetings 
in February and July.

CARROLL COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

MEETS MONTHLY
The Carroll County Dem-

ocratic Party meets the 
second Saturday of every 
month at 10 a.m. at the Car-
roll County Complex at 625 
High Street, Huntingdon.

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location — 
Adult Education Building, 
14155 Paris Street. Office 
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Classes are offered 
for one-on-one instruction 
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON. 
Fo r  m o re  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
phone 731-364-5481.

Small, Large
Ornamental to Decorative

Licensed Plant Dealer:
TN Dept. of Agriculture

“Open 7 Days”
Open Waaay After Dark

16 Johnson Street 
Trezevant

 US 79 southbound, turn left 
at light, US 79 northbound, 
turn right at light 1/4 mile
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Huge

Cactus
!!!Sale!!!
and Potted House Plant

My 
Cactuses

stick 
with you!

All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE
731-642-7171
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YOUNG WASHINGTON (PG-13)

Tues.  4:35 • 7:35
Wed.  1:35 • 4:35 • 7:35

Thurs.  4:35 • 7:35

EVIL DEAD BURN (R)
Tues.  4:35 • 7:35

Wed.  1:35 • 4:35 • 7:35
Thurs.  4:35 • 7:35

TOY STORY 5 (PG)

Tues.  4:40 (3D) • 7:30
Wed.  1:30 • 4:40 (3D) • 7:30

Thurs.  4:40 (3D) • 7:30

MINIONS AND MONSTERS (PG)

Tues.  4:25 (3D) • 7:25
Wed.  1:25 • 4:25 (3D) • 7:25

Thurs.  4:25 (3D) • 7:25

THE ODYSSEY (R)

Tues.  3:55 • 7:30
Wed.  1:15 • 3:55 • 7:30

Thurs.  3:55 • 7:30

MOANA (PG)

Tues.  4:25 (3D) • 7:25
Wed.  1:25 • 4:25 (3D) • 7:25

Thurs.  4:25 (3D) • 7:25

R27894/30-1

Saturday,
August 1

7 a.m. - 1 p.m.
255 Casey Lane

McKENZIE

GARAGE
SaleSale

255 e

J A C K S O N  —  J a m e s 
Anthony Morris, 59, of 
Greenfield,  Tenn.,  was 
sentenced to 25 years in 
federal prison for produc-
tion of child pornography.  
United States Attorney D. 
Michael Dunavant, of the 
Western District of Ten-
nessee, announced the 
sentence today.

The investigation in this 
case revealed that Morris 
set up a “spy camera” in 
one of his bedrooms at his 
residence in Greenfield, 
Tennessee and secretly 
recorded multiple minors 
in the nude and changing 
clothes.  Morris then dis-
tributed some of the child 
pornographic material that 
he recorded on his “spy 
camera” to another indi-
vidual via the Quora social 
media application. 

On April 1, 2026, Mor-
ris pleaded guilty to one 
count of employing and 
using a minor to engage 
in sexually explicit conduct 
for the purpose of produc-
ing a visual depiction of 
such conduct in violation 
of 18 U.S.C. § 2251(a).  On 
July 22, 2026, Senior Unit-
ed States District Judge J. 
Daniel Breen sentenced 
Morris to 300 months’ im-

prisonment and five years 
of  super vise d release.  
There is no parole in the 
federal system.

Additionally ,  Morris 
must comply with the con-
ditions of the Sex Offender 
Registration & Notification 
Act (SORNA) upon his re-
lease from prison. 

U.S. Attorney Dunavant 
said, “Production of child 
pornography is a disturb-
ing crime that endangers 
and harms real child vic-
tims. We will always seek 
significant sentences for 
such despicable and pred-
atory behavior, and this 
successful prosecution 
has incapacitated a real 
threat to our children and 
our community in West 
Tennessee.”

“This sentence sends 
a clear message: HSI will 
continue to work tirelessly 
with our law enforcement 
partners to ensure justice 
for victims and safeguard 
our communities,” said HSI 
Nashville Acting Special 
Agent in Charge Michael 
Perez. “HSI remains stead-
fast in its commitment to 
protecting children and 
holding offenders account-
able for their actions. Those 
who exploit minors and 

distribute child pornogra-
phy will face the full con-
sequences of the law.”

“This sentence reflects 
the unwavering commit-
ment of the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation 
and our local, state, and 
federal partners to pro-
tect children and hold 
those who exploit them 
accountable,” said TBI Di-
rector David Rausch. “We 
hope this outcome sends 
a clear message that we 
will continue to dedicate 
every available resource to 
investigating these crimes, 
pursuing justice for vic-
tims, and ensuring those 
who prey upon our most 
vulnerable residents are 
brought to justice.”

The case was investi-
g a t e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f 
Homeland Security Inves-
tigations (HSI), the Ten-
nessee Bureau of Investi-
gation (TBI), the District 
Attorney’s Office for the 
27th Judicial District, the 
Greenfield Police Depart-
ment, and the Martin Po-
lice Department.

Assistant United States 
Attorneys Caroline Parish 
and Josh Morrow prose-
cuted this case on behalf 
of the government.

Greenfield Man Sentenced to 25 
Years in Prison for Child Exploitation

COURTESY NWTN TOURISM
731 Eat Week, spon-

sored by Northwest Ten-
nessee Tourism, is back, 
bringing together 23 lo-
cally-owned restaurants 
across Northwest Tennes-
see for six days of incred-
ible food, great deals and 
hometown flavor.

From Monday, July 27 
through Saturday, August 
1, participating restaurants 
are offering special menu 
items for just $7.31. Wheth-
er you’re craving coffee, 
pizza, burgers, sandwich-
es, barbecue, Southern 
comfort food, sweet treats, 
or something completely 
new, there’s something for 
every appetite.

This year’s event features 
98 special menu items 
spread across restaurants 
in Northwest Tennessee.

There’s no passport to 
complete and no tickets 
to purchase—just support 
local restaurants and en-
joy some incredible food 
throughout Northwest 
Tennessee.

Many visitors are mak-
ing a day—or even a week-
end—out of 731 Eat Week. 
Explore a new downtown, 
grab coffee in one commu-
nity, lunch in another, and 
finish the day with dessert 
somewhere you’ve never 
been before.

It’s the perfect excuse 
to experience the incred-
ible local restaurants that 
make Northwest Tennes-
see such a delicious place 
to explore.

Participating Restaurants
Bizinka Bakery - 234 S. 

1st St., Office 2, Union City
B l a k e’s  a t  S o u t h e r n 

Milling - 109 S. Lindell St., 
Martin

Blue Bank Fishhouse 
& Grill  -  813 Lake Dr., 
Hornbeak

Cupkate’s - 153 3rd Ave., 
Huntingdon

Higher Ground Coffee 
Company - 320 W. Reel-
foot Ave., Union City

Higher Ground Coffee 
Company - 147 Commons 
Dr., Martin

Karma Coffee - 6251 
Pa l m e r s v i l l e  Hw y .  8 9 , 
Palmersville

L a  M i c h o a c a n i t a  - 
1465 US-51 Bypass E. , 
Dyersburg

M a l l a r d s  R e s t a u -
rant - 19720 E. Main St., 
Huntingdon

McKenzie Taproom & 
Restaurant - 27 Broadway 
St., McKenzie

Paris Station - 304 W. 
Washington St., Paris

Sabin’s Café (Inside Dis-
covery Park of America) 
- 830 Everett Blvd., Union 
City

Sammies - 117 Lovelace 

Ave., Martin
Sammies - 1401 W. Reel-

foot Ave., Suite 104, Union 
City

Scott’s Pizza & Kitch-
en - 116 E. Court Square, 
Trenton

Southside Café - 849 
Volunteer Dr., Suite 1, Paris

The Boat House Restau-
rant at Southshore Resort 
-  600 E.  Lakeview Dr. , 
Samburg

The Feedlot Café - 102 S. 
Front St., Greenfield

The Grind Mac & Cheese 
Burger Bar - 112 Lovelace 
Ave., Martin

The Happy Book Stack 
Café - 55 Broadway St., 
McKenzie

The Hearth Restaurant 
- 613 N. Lindell St., Martin

Vantage Coffee Roasters 
- 234 S. 1st St., Union City

Woodfire Pizza Kitchen 
- 230 S. Lindell St., Martin

From Dyersburg and 
U n i o n  C i t y  t o  M a r -
tin, Huntingdon, Paris, 
Greenfield, Samburg, and 
beyond, 731 Eat Week is 
your chance to experi-
ence the local restaurants 
that make Northwest Ten-
nessee a delicious desti-
nation. Whether you’re 
exploring one commu-
nity  or  making a  road 
trip across the region, 
we hope you’ll discover 
a new favorite along the 
way.

731 Eat Week is Underway

DID YOU KNOW?

Source: Coda Ventures Market Study 2020
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C A R R O L L  C O U N T Y 
(July 24) — Quadruple 
murder suspect Austin 
Drummond was found 
guilty Friday of attempted 
voluntary manslaughter 
and possessing contra-
band in a penal facility for 
his role in a 2023 prison 
fight.

The two-day trial, held at 
the Carroll County Court-
house, concluded Friday 
after jurors deliberated for 
approximately two hours. 
Drummond and co-defen-
dant Andre Brown faced 
charges stemming from an 
August 2023 altercation at 
the Northwest Correction-
al Complex. Brown was 
found guilty of attempted 
facilitation and acquitted 
of possessing contraband.

Both men were acquit-
ted of the original charge 
of attempted first-degree 
murder.

The alleged victim testi-
fied that he was blindsided 
and stabbed 17 times in 
the head, back and chest 
while speaking on the 

phone. A registered nurse 
at the facility testified to 
the extent of the injuries, 
documenting wounds on 
the victim’s hand, arm, 
shoulder and scalp, as well 
as multiple stab wounds to 
the back.

Drummond took the 
stand in his own defense, 
claiming he acted to pro-
tect himself after receiv-
ing threats from the victim 
regarding money. Drum-
mond testified that he did 
not intend to kill the vic-
tim, but became involved 
in a physical altercation 
after hearing he was go-

ing to be attacked. Drum-
mond’s defense attorney, 
Drew Farmer, argued that 
the evidence presented 
did not support the initial 
attempted murder charges, 
specifically questioning 
the capability of the weap-
on involved to cause death.

The prosecution’s case 
included testimony from 
prison officials and video 
surveillance of the inci-
dent. Former medical offi-
cer Tiffany Payte testified 
regarding the prevalence 
of weapons within the fa-
cility, noting her own past 
concerns for safety while 
working at the Northwest 
Correctional Complex.

Sentencing for  both 
Drummond and Brown is 
scheduled for August 31. 
While Drummond faces 
further legal proceedings 
regarding his role in the 
2023 prison fight, he re-
mains in custody pending 
trial for a separate 2025 
quadruple murder and 
kidnapping case in Dyer 
County.

Austin Drummond

Jury Convicts Drummond 
In 2023 Prison Attack
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NASHVILLE (July 21) 
— State Sen. John Stevens, 
State Rep. Brock Martin, 
and Secretary of State Tre 
Hargett announced a $4,862 
Training Opportunities for 
the Public (TOP) Grant 
award for Carroll County 
Library on Tuesday. The 
funding will help cover the 
cost of digital literacy train-
ing and circulating Wi-Fi 
hotspots. 

TOP Grants are funded by 
the Tennessee Department 
of Economic and Commu-
nity Development and 
administered by the Sec-
retary of State’s office.

“Public libraries are 
vital resources in build-
ing strong communities 
in Tennessee,” said Sec-
retary Hargett. “We are 
grateful to partner with 
the Department of Eco-
nomic and Community 
Development as well as 
the Tennessee General 
Assembly to enhance the 
technological offerings 
available at our local li-
braries across the state.”

“The Carroll County 
Library serves as an im-
portant educational and 
community resource for 
residents throughout the 
county,” said Sen. John 
Stevens (R-Huntingdon). 
“This grant will help ex-
pand access to technol-
ogy, strengthen educa-
tional programming and 
ensure students, families 
and lifelong learners have 
the tools they need to suc-
ceed in an increasingly 
digital world. Investments 
like these help our librar-
ies continue meeting the 
evolving needs of the 
communities they serve.”

“Libraries reflect a com-
munity’s commitment to 

learning, stewardship and 
public service,” said Rep. 
Brock Martin (R-Hunting-
don). “These funds will help 
strengthen an important lo-
cal institution that benefits 
residents throughout our 
district.”

Tennessee public librar-
ies can use these funds 
to address unique needs 
within their communities. 
Resources provided through 
TOP Grants can include dig-
ital literacy training, Wi-Fi 
hotspots, solar charging sta-

tions, and enhanced inter-
net connectivity and access 
at each library.

This year, $296,626 in 
TOP Grant funding is being 
awarded to increase access 
to technology at 49 public 
libraries across Tennessee. 
Grant awards are in the 
amount of up to $20,000.

To learn more about 
grants for public libraries 
administered by the Library 
& Archives, visit https://
sos.tn.gov/tsla/services/
grants-public-libraries.

Carroll County Library. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Carroll County Library Awarded TOP Grant

McKENZIE (July 21) 
— McKenzie Police Chief 
Ryan White has been se-
lected for the 2026 Local 
Government Leadership 
Program, the McKenzie 
Police Department an-
nounced Tuesday.

White is one of 40 par-
t icipants chosen from 
across Tennessee to join 
the program, which aims 
to enhance the expertise of 
elected officials and senior 
government leaders. The 
program, based in Jackson, 
begins in September.

White’s selection adds to 
a long list of professional de-
velopment credentials. He is 
a graduate of the First Line 
Leadership Program, the 
Southeastern Leadership 
Academy, the Carroll Coun-
ty Leadership Program and 
the WestStar Leadership 

Program.
“Chief White’s passion 

for professional develop-
ment reflects his belief that 
great leaders never stop 

learning,” the department 
said in a statement. “We 
are proud to see his hard 
work and dedication rec-
ognized at the state level.”

Chief Ryan White

Ryan White Selected for Local 
Government Leadership Program

MARTIN — The Northwest 
Tennessee Local Food Net-
work (NWTN LFN) recently 
announced the winners of its 
2026 #GrowFoodChallenge, 
a regional initiative encour-
aging youth and families to 
grow food and reduce food 
waste. McKenzie Early Head 
Start earned the challenge’s 
$250 grand prize, and two 
Weakley County individu-
als earned second and third 
place.

This year’s challenge en-
gaged 310 participants across 
Northwest Tennessee who 
planted gardens, learned 
new skills and shared their 
g a rd e n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s 
through photo submissions.

2026 #GrowFoodChallenge 
Winners:

- Grand Prize Winner 
($250):  McKenzie Early 
Head Start (Carroll County)

-  Second Place Win-

ner ($100): Clayton Ward 
(Weakley County)

- Third Place Winner 
($75): Brooks Crowe (Weak-
ley County)

“The true winners of this 
challenge are all 310 partic-
ipants who chose to grow 
something this year,” said Sa-
mantha Smith Goyret, co-di-
rector of NWTN LFN. “Ev-
ery seed planted represents 
healthier families, stronger 
communities and a more 
resilient local food system.”

The #GrowFoodChallenge 
encourages individuals, fam-
ilies, schools, childcare cen-
ters and community groups 
throughout Northwest Ten-
nessee’s nine-county region 
to grow food, compost food 
scraps and share their expe-
riences. Participants discover 
that gardening can happen 
anywhere from backyard 
gardens and raised beds to 
community plots, patios and 

windowsills.
This spring, 7,763 free seed 

packets were distributed 
throughout the region thanks 
to generous donations from 
the International Seed Com-
pany and the Society of St. 
Andrew. NWTN LFN also 
extended its appreciation 
to the 15 community orga-
nizations and agencies that 
served as seed distribution 
partners, helping ensure resi-
dents across Benton, Carroll, 
Crockett, Dyer, Gibson, Hen-
ry, Lake, Obion and Weak-
ley counties had access to 
free seeds and educational 
resources.

The Northwest Tennessee 
Local Food Network serves 
as a catalyst for a thriving and 
equitable local food system 
through education, commu-
nity engagement, farm-to-
school initiatives, and local 
food system development.

McKenzie Head Start was the grand prize winner of this year’s #GrowFoodChal-
lenge, receiving a $250 cash prize that will help support their garden and possibly 
expansion of the site. Submitted photo

McKenzie Early Head Start Wins 
#GrowFoodChallenge Grand Prize

The Dixie Carter Per-
forming Arts  Center  is 
p ro u d  t o  a n n o u n c e  i t s 
2026-2027 Main Events, 
featuring an exciting line-
up of legendary musicians, 
award-winning entertain-
e r s ,  h o l i d a y  f a v o r i t e s , 
tribute productions, gos-
pel performances, com-
edy, and family-friendly 
experiences.

Season ticket renewals 
for 18th-20th season tick-
et holders begin Monday, 
July 27 at 10 a.m.. General 
public season ticket sales 
open Monday, August 3 at 
10A, with individual show 
tickets becoming available 
Monday, August 10 at 10 
a.m.. Season tickets may 
be purchased through the 
box office, in person or by 
phone. Individual tickets 
may be purchased through 
the DixiePAC Box Office 
and at DixiePAC.net.

The 2026-2027 Season 
includes:

Sam Bush - Thursday, 
October 1, 2026

Will  Hoge -  Saturday, 
October 10, 2026

G u y  P e n r o d  &  T h e 
Blackwood Quartet - Sun-
day, October 18, 2026

The Legendary Life of 
Tom Petty - Thursday, Oc-
tober 22, 2026

Darryl Worley - Thurs-
day, October 29, 2026

Micky Dolenz: 60 Years 
of The Monkees - Tuesday, 
November 17, 2026

Terri Clark “It’s Christ-
mas...Cheers!” - Sunday, 
December 6, 2026

S u z y  B o g g u s s :  A 
Swingin’ Little Christmas 
- Wednesday, December 
16, 2026

Dedicated Men of Zion 
- Friday, January 15, 2027

Thomas Gabriel - Fri-
day, January 22, 2027

High Road - Friday, Jan-
uary 29, 2027

B e l l a m y  B r o t h e r s  - 
T h u r s d a y ,  Fe b r u a r y  4 , 
2027

U4ia :  Celebrating the 
Music of U2 - Friday, Feb-
ruary 12, 2027

Forever George & Tam-
my - Saturday, February 
13, 2027

Collin Raye Trio - Fri-
day, February 26, 2027

Lee Hardin - Saturday, 
February 27, 2027

TUSK: The Classic Trib-
ute to Fleetwood Mac - 
Saturday, April 17, 2027

John Midgley - Saturday, 
May 8, 2027

 In addition to the 2026-
2027 Main Events lineup, 
The Dixie will  continue 
to offer a variety of spe-
cial events throughout the 
season, beginning with the 
announcement of Christ-
mas at The Dixie on Sat-
urday, December 12, 2026, 

and the Designing Women 
Curated Market on Satur-
day, March 6, 2027.

 Season ticket packages 
offer patrons the best val-
ue of the season, including 
a 10% discount when pur-
chasing 5 or more shows, 
along with preferred seats 
for  ever y selected per-
formance. Packages are 
sold on a first-come, first-
served basis and available 
through October 1, 2026.

Season Ticket Dates
M o n d a y ,  J u l y  2 7  a t 

10 a.m. — Season tick-
e t  r e n e w a l s  f o r  1 8 - 2 0 
s e a s o n  t i c k e t  h o l d e r s
Available through the Dix-
iePAC Box Office, in per-
son or by phone

Monday, August 3 at 10 
a.m. — Season tickets avail-
able to the general public
Available through the Dix-
iePAC Box Office, in per-
son or by phone

 Individual Show Tickets
Monday, August 10 at 10 

a.m. — Available through 
the DixiePAC Box Office 
and DixiePAC.net

 For complete event in-
formation, season ticket 
d e t a i l s,  a n d  b ox  o f f i c e 
hours, visit DixiePAC.net 
or contact the DixiePAC 
Box Office in person or 
by phone at 731.986.2100, 
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.

 Dixie Carter Performing Arts 
Center Announces New Season

TENNESSEE (July 27) — 
Average gasoline prices in 
Tennessee increased 9.9 
cents per gallon in the last 
week, averaging $3.69/g to-
day, according to GasBud-
dy’s survey of 3,821 stations 
in Tennessee. Prices in Ten-
nessee are 34.8 cents per 
gallon higher than a month 
ago and stand 92.3 cents per 
gallon higher than a year 
ago. The national average 
price of diesel has increased 
17.8 cents compared to a 
week ago and stands at 
$5.255 per gallon.

According to GasBuddy 
price reports, the cheapest 
station in Tennessee was 
priced at $3.19/g yesterday 
while the most expensive 
was $4.49/g, a difference of 
$1.30/g. The lowest price 
in the state yesterday was 
$3.19/g while the highest 
was $4.49/g, a difference of 
$1.30/g.

The national average 
price of gasoline has ris-
en 10.8 cents per gallon in 
the last week, averaging 
$4.06/g today. The national 
average is up 23.9 cents per 
gallon from a month ago 
and stands 95.6 cents per 
gallon higher than a year 
ago, according to GasBuddy 
data compiled from more 
than 11 million weekly 
price reports covering over 
150,000 gas stations across 
the country.

Historical gasoline prices 
in Tennessee and the na-
tional average going back 
five years:

July 27, 2025: $2.76/g 
(U.S. Average: $3.10/g)

July 27, 2024: $3.03/g 
(U.S. Average: $3.50/g)

July 27, 2023: $3.34/g 
(U.S. Average: $3.69/g)

July 27, 2022: $3.84/g 
(U.S. Average: $4.26/g)

July 27, 2021: $2.85/g 

(U.S. Average: $3.15/g)
“Average gasoline and 

diesel prices rose in near-
ly every state over the last 
week, as continued esca-
lations between the U.S. 
and Iran, renewed Houthi 
attacks in the Red Sea, and 
fresh Ukrainian strikes on 
Russian oil refineries com-
bined to keep upward pres-
sure on both crude and re-
fined product markets,” said 
Patrick De Haan, head of 
petroleum analysis at Gas-
Buddy. “However, a week-
end pullback in hostilities 
offered some relief, with 
oil prices opening sharply 
lower Sunday, suggesting 
the pace of increases at the 
pump may moderate in the 
days ahead. For now, mo-
torists should expect prices 
to remain elevated, but the 
intensity of further gains 
will depend heavily on how 
the geopolitical situation 
develops in the coming 
week.”

Gasoline Prices Increase

HUNTINGDON — The 
2026 Carroll County Fair is 
just weeks away, beginning 
on Saturday, August 8. This 
year’s fair appears to be big-
ger and better than ever, 
with two days of pageants, 
four carnival days, two days 
of Predator Monster Truck 
rides, a Lawn Mower Ro-
deo, Hub City Wrestling 
and more. 

Schedule
Saturday, August 8: Pag-

eants from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
— Little Miss Carroll Coun-
ty (4-6), Little Miss Fairest 
of the Fair (7-9), Junior Fair-

est of the Fair (10-12), Miss 
Teen Fairest of the Fair (13-
15) and Miss Fairest of the 
Fair (16-20). $5 spectator 
admission.

Sunday, August 9: Pag-
eants from 2:30-4:30 p.m. 
— Fair Friends Baby Show 
(0-23 months) and Tiny Mr. 
and Miss Carroll County (2-
3). $5 spectator admission.

Wednesday, August 12: 
Family Night — Carnival, 
Petting Zoo, Predator Mon-
ster Truck Rides (free gate 
admission).

Thursday, August 13: 
Lawn Mower Rodeo, Car-

nival, Petting Zoo, Predator 
Monster Truck Rides ($2 
gate admission).

Friday, August 14: Hub 
City Wrestling ($10 admis-
sion), Carnival and Petting 
Zoo ($2 gate admission).

Saturday, August 15: Dog 
Show at 8 a.m. ($5 spectator 
admission), Tractor Pull, 
Carnival and Petting Zoo 
($15 gate admission).

Gates open at 5 p.m. on 
August 12–15.

Armbands are available 
for $25 on August 12–13 
and for  $30 on August 
14–15. 

Carroll County Fair Releases 2026 Schedule

REAL-WORLD LEADERSHIP 
EXPERIENCE MATTERS

FOR CARROLL COUNTY

SHERIFF
GENERAL ELECTION AUGUST 6, 2026
EARLY VOTING ENDS SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
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I HUMBLY ASK FOR YOUR VOTE 
FOR SHERIFF ON AUGUST 6

TRAINING (P.O.S.T. Approved) HOURS
Specialized Training ...................................... 956

 Narcotics ..................................................451

 Leadership ............................................... 256

 Miscellaneous ...........................................249

Other Training ............................................ 1,040

P.O.S.T. Approved Total 1,996
* Other leadership training not included in total: WestStar 

and Carroll County Leadership programs

McKenzie Police Chief Since October 2022
The only sheriff candidate currently serving in an 

executive-level position in law enforcement. 
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TS#: 2026-25796-TN
Whereas, Dustin Storm Ray and Alexis Ann Ray, Husband and 

Wife by Deed of Trust (the “Deed of Trust”), dated 9/29/2023 and of 
record in Deed Book 735, Page(s) 316-327, and/or as Instrument 
Number 200996, in Register’s Offi ce of Carroll County, Tennessee, 
conveyed to Wilburn J. Evans, Trustee , the hereinafter described 
real property to secure the payment of a certain Promissory Note 
(the “Note”) described in the Deed of Trust, which Note was payable 
to FirstBank, and subsequently assigned to Freedom Mortgage 
Corporation, and Whereas, Nestor Solutions of Tennessee, LLC has 
been duly appointed Substitute Trustee by the owner and holder of 
the Note by instrument recorded in Deed Book 771, Page(s) 538-
540 and/or as Instrument Number 214866 in Register’s Offi ce of 
Carroll County, Tennessee; and Whereas, default has been made in 
the payment of the Note; and Whereas, the owner and holder of the 
Note has demanded that the hereinafter described real property be 
advertised and sold in satisfaction of the indebtedness and costs 
of foreclosure in accordance with the terms and provisions of the 
Note and Deed of Trust. The notice requirements of T.C.A. §35-5-
101 and 35-5-104 have been satisfi ed. Now, Therefore, notice 
is hereby given that an agent of Nestor Solutions of Tennessee, 
LLC, Substitute Trustee, pursuant to the power, duty, and authority 
vested in and conferred by the Deed of Trust, will proceed to sell the 
below-mentioned property on 9/15/2026, at 12:00 PM at the At the 
Carroll County Courthouse, 99 Court Street, Huntingdon, TN 38344, 
to the highest call bidder for cash free from all legal, equitable and 
statutory rights of redemption, exemptions of homestead, rights by 
virtue of marriage, and all other exemptions of every kind, all of 
which have been waived in the Deed of Trust, certain real property 
located in Carroll County, Tennessee, described as follows: Lying 
And Being Situated In The 11th Civil District Of Carroll County, 
Tennessee And Further Described As Follows: Map 063, Group ___, 
Parcel 016.12 Beginning At A Point In The North Margin Of Holmes 
Mill Road And The Southeast Corner Of Reynolds (DB 212, PG 449); 
Runs Thence With The East Line Of Reynolds And Wheeler (Now 
Miller), North 05 Degrees 21 Minutes 16 Seconds East, 276 Feet To 
A Point And Being The Northwest Corner Of The Herein Described 
Tract; Thence Proceeding East Approximately 375 Feet To A Point 
On The West Margin Of Crossroads Church Road (Formerly Upper 
Paris Road) With Said Point Being 05 Feet North From The North 
Edge Of Mann’s Concrete Driveway; Thence With The West Margin 
Of Crossroads Church Road 350 Feet To The Intersection Of The 
West Margin Of Crossroads Church Road With The North Margin 
Of Holmes Mill Road; Thence With The North Margin Of Holmes 
Mill Road 426.55 Feet To The Point Of Beginning. This Property 
Is Subject To A Water Line Easement In Favor Of The Town Of 
Huntingdon, Tennessee As Recorded In Deed Book 261, Page 044 
In The Register’s Offi ce Of Carroll County, Tennessee. This Being 
The Same Property Conveyed To Dustin Storm Ray And Wife, Alexis 
Ann Ray By Deed From Matthew Mann And Jeanne Mann Dated 
The 29th Day Of September, 2023 And Recorded In Deed Book 411, 
Page 991 In The Register’s Offi ce Of Carroll County, Tennessee. 
The street address of the above-described property is believed to 
be 735 Crossroads Church Rd, Huntingdon TN 38344, but if such 
address is not part of the legal description of the property sold 
herein and in the event of any discrepancy, the legal description 
herein shall control. This sale is subject to all matters shown on 
any applicable recorded plat; any unpaid taxes; any restrictive 
covenants, easements or setback lines that may be applicable; any 
statutory rights of redemption of any governmental agency, state 
or federal; any prior liens or encumbrances as well as any priority 
created by a fi xture fi ling; and to any matter that an accurate survey 
of the premises might disclose. In addition, the following parties 
may claim an interest in the above-referenced property:

Owner of Property: Dustin Storm Ray and Alexis Ann Ray The 
sale is subject to occupant(s) rights in possession of the premises.  
All right of equity of redemption, statutory and otherwise, and 
homestead are expressly waived in said Deed of Trust, and the title 
is believed to be good, but the undersigned will sell and convey 
only as Substitute Trustee.  The right is reserved to adjourn the day 
of the sale to another day, time, and place certain without further 
publication, upon announcement at the time and place for the sale 
set forth above.   If the sale is set aside for any reason, the purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled only to a return of the purchase price.  
The purchaser shall have no further record against the grantor, the 
grantee or the trustee. Notice To Bidders: Please be advised that the 
highest bidder (“purchaser”) at this trustee’s sale may be required 
to provide information, documentation and/or certifi cation as 
mandated by applicable federal law, and entity and trust purchaser 
should be prepared to provide benefi cial ownership information as 
required by federal reporting requirements effective for transfers of 
residential real property to covered transferees on or after March 1, 
2026. If applicable, the required information must be provided to the 
trustee before a trustee’s deed will be issued for covered transfers.  
Additional information regarding these regulations and the required 
transferee information and certifi cations can be found at https://
www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/08/29/2024-19198/
anti-money-laundering-regulations-for-residential-real-estate-
transfers and https://www.fi ncen.gov/rre-faqs#D_5.

Internet Posting Website: https://tennesseepostings.com/
Publication Dates 7/28/2026 and 8/04/2026
Nestor Solutions of Tennessee, LLC, Substitute Trustee
214 5th Street, Suite 205, Huntington Beach, California 92648
Phone: (888) 403-4115   TS#: 2026-25796-TN

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE

R27887/30-2

Driving on revoked li-
cense — On July 15, Deputy 
Dustin McClure conducted 
a traffic stop after observing 
a gold Buick sedan travel-
ing without visible regis-
tration and with a broken 
passenger-side taillight on 
East Main Street in Atwood. 
The driver was identified as 
Laura Holley, 32, of Atwood.

Holley told Deputy Mc-
Clure she had just left a gas 
station after purchasing 
headache medicine. She 
also advised she was ep-
ileptic and requested the 
deputy turn off the patrol 
vehicle’s emergency lights 
because she was feeling 
faint. Dispatch confirmed 
Holley’s driver’s license had 
been revoked for a DUI con-
viction in Georgia and had 
not been reinstated.

Deputies learned Holley’s 
three children were riding 
in the vehicle. Because of 
her reported medical con-
dition and the fact that no 
one was available to care 
for the children, Holley was 
issued a citation into Carroll 
County General Sessions 
Court rather than being tak-
en into custody. She also 
received verbal warnings for 
the equipment, registration 
and insurance violations.

Holley was cited for driv-
ing on a revoked license.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Vandalism — On July 
17, Deputy James Boaz 
responded to the Carroll 
County Jail after jail staff 
reported an inmate had 
damaged jail property. 
The inmate was identified 
as Cedric Worles, 51, of 
Humboldt.

Correctional officers re-
ported Worles had removed 
an air-conditioning vent 
cover from the wall inside 
his cell. When staff attempt-
ed to retrieve the vent cover, 
Worles was holding it along 
with a plunger and told of-
ficers, “Come in and get it.” 
After several requests, he 
surrendered both items to 
correctional staff.

The damaged vent cover 
was valued at approximate-

ly $180.
Worles was charged with 

vandalism.
This incident occurred in 

Carroll County.
Possession of Schedule 

II methamphetamine — 
On July 18, Deputy Steven 
Scott conducted a traffic 
stop in McLemoresville 
after observing a vehicle 
driven by a registered owner 
whose driver’s license had 
been revoked. During the 
stop, Deputy Scott detected 
the odor of marijuana com-
ing from the vehicle. The 
passenger was identified as 
Anna Reasons, 45, of Cedar 
Grove.

The driver admitted there 
was a marijuana cigarette 
inside the vehicle. Deputies 
located a marijuana roach 
on the dashboard and a 
rolled marijuana cigarette in 
the ashtray. During a search 
of the vehicle, deputies 
found approximately one 
gram of methamphetamine 
inside a small container 
concealed behind the pas-
senger seat. The container 
also held a marijuana roach 
with lipstick on it. Reasons 
denied knowing anything 
about the container.

Reasons was arrested 
and charged with pos-
session of Schedule II 
methamphetamine.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Possession of Schedule 
VI marijuana / posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia — On July 19, Deputy 
Alex Sherwood conducted 
a traffic stop after observing 
a vehicle traveling without 
registration plates on Vet-
erans Drive in Huntingdon. 
The driver was identified 
as David McGee Jr., 38, of 
Rosenberg, Texas.

During the investigation, 
deputies learned McGee 
was wanted on an active 
felony warrant out of Stew-
art County for violation of 
community corrections 
stemming from charges 
that included possession 
of Schedule II cocaine or 
methamphetamine, felony 
failure to appear, aggravat-

ed assault and two counts 
of possession of Schedule 
VI marijuana. McGee was 
taken into custody on the 
warrant.

W h i l e  c o n d u c t i n g  a 
search of the vehicle inci-
dent to the arrest and an 
inventory before it was 
towed, deputies located ap-
proximately two ounces of 
marijuana inside McGee’s 
backpacks. Deputies also 
recovered approximately 
three grams of loose mari-
juana, a marijuana smoking 
pipe and rolling papers.

McGee was charged with 
possession of Schedule VI 
marijuana and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. He 
was also held on the active 
Stewart County warrant.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Identity theft investiga-
tion — On July 21, Deputy 
Heather Townes responded 
to a residence in Atwood 
after receiving a report of a 
possible identity theft.

The complainant report-
ed receiving a letter from a 
debt collection agency stat-
ing he was responsible for a 
delinquent rental property 
account owed to a company 
in the amount of $17,173.24. 
The complainant advised 
he had never co-signed for 
the property and had never 
conducted business with 
the company.

The complainant noti-
fied his bank and loan of-
ficer, who contacted the 
company and was advised 
a police report should be 
filed if the account had been 
opened fraudulently. Dep-
uty Townes attempted to 
contact the company us-
ing the telephone number 
listed in the letter but was 
unable to reach anyone. At 
the time of the report, depu-
ties found no discrepancies 
on the complainant’s credit 
report and no unauthorized 
withdrawals from the com-
plainant’s bank account.

The investigation remains 
ongoing.

This incident occurred in 
Carroll County.

Carroll County Sheriff’s Reports

McKenzie Public Library 
Enrichment Foundation to 
Tyler James Meek. No Dis-
trict listed.

Jonathan L. and wife, Amy 
E. Moody to Amy E. Moody 
in District 11.

Amy E. Moody to Amy E. 
Moody and others in Dis-
trict 11.

Charles David and wife, 
Debra Gayle Springer to 
Stephanie Danielle Cline in 
District 16.

Donald Lynn Reynolds to 
Donald Lynn and wife, San-
dra Reynolds in District 11.

Laura J. Moore and others 
to Ashlee Michelle Sumner 
and others. No District listed.

Laura J. Moore to Ashlee 
Michelle Sumner. No District 
listed.

Patrick Lovell to Lucas J. 
and wife, Desarae Mitchell 
in District 22.

Amy Marie Flippin to 
Christopher P. Flippin. No 
District listed.

William Roy Ninness, Jr. 
and others to Wanda L. Ed-
wards in District 11.

Mary Ann Newman to 
Lauren Gail and husband, 
Dekota Lynn Flowers in Dis-
trict 7.

Reba Neely and others to 
Ensley Dirtwork & Invest-
ment Properties, LLC and 
others in District 11.

Linda Reeves and hus-
band, Douglas Wayne Wal-
lace to Jason Sanford Reeves 
in District 12.

Shelby Zuniga to Shelby 
Zuniga and husband, Victor 
Hugo Zuniga Velazquez in 
District 4.

David A. Jones to Vicki A. 
Jones in District 13.

Otto Jordan II to Brian K. 
Wallace in District 4.

Fred Patterson and wife, 
Deborah Powell Stinson to 
Fred P. Stinson as trustee in 
District 11.

Fred Patterson and wife, 
Deborah Powell Stinson to 
Fred P. Stinson as trustee in 
District 23.

Marshall Chaney to Jessi-
ca Trevathan and others in 
District 12.

Sondra Melton to Kaleb 
and wife Allison Coleman in 
District 11.

Charlie Jewell Scates and 
others to Joyce Ann Scates 
in District 2.

Tommy G. and wife, Pa-
tricia A. Long to Dan P. and 
wife, Amber N. Mueller and 
others in District 2.

James Jackson Potts to Jes-
sa Brooke Potts in District 11.

Kelly and wife, Donna 
Blair and others to Mikki V. 
Napier in District 11.

Michael Haywood and 
Steven Haywood to PGL 
Farms LLC in District 7.

Angie W. Hillard to Clint 
Hillard and others in Dis-
trict 1.

Angie W. Hillard to Clint 
Hillard in District 1.

Linda Edwards to Linda 
Edwards in District 22.

DRL56 Holdings, LLC to 
Gary and wife, April Johnson 
in District 6.

John Ross and wife Kay-
la Lynn Lee to Lexie Nicole 
Bolin in District 4.

Glenda Gale Akins to Au-
tumn Nicole and husband, 
Joseph Thomas Outen in 
District 4.

GL Land, LLC to Kevin 
and wife Hollan Garner. No 
District listed.

Terry Wallace to Stephanie 
Wallace. No District listed.

Terry Wallace to Stephanie 
Wallace in District 7.

Cody Glenn Calaway to 
Cody Glenn Calaway and 
others. No District listed.

Keith A. and wife Myrna 
L. Johnson to Mark S. Porter, 
trustee in District 4.

Jimmy R. and wife Judy E. 
Lowe to Shannon and wife 
Shonda Walters in District 
16.

Glen A. Presley to Kristina 
M. Schlink. No District listed.

Property Transfers

Shoplifting  — Alyssa 
Parkins, Forest Drive, Mar-
tin, was charged with Theft 
of Merchandise on July 24.

Officer Darren Davis 
was dispatched to E.W. 
James and Sons Supermar-

ket, where Parkins was ac-
cused of entering the store, 
ordering three breakfast 
plates from the deli, and 
then walking out without 
paying for the food, valued 
at $39.44. The in-store sur-

veillance camera footage 
indicates the theft. Parkins 
was summoned back to 
the store, where she stat-
ed she failed to pay for 
the food. She was charged 
with theft.

McKenzie Police Report

Courtesy Madison County 
Sheriff’s Office

M A D I S O N  C O U N T Y 
(July 27) — The Madison 
County Sheriff ’s Office has 
made significant progress 
in the investigation into 
the July 19 triple homicide 
and shooting incident that 
occurred at Savannah Wil-
liamson Park, located at 
152 Neely Station Road in 
Denmark, Tenn.

On Sunday, July 19, at 
approximately 10:34 p.m., 
Madison County Sheriff ’s 
Office Dispatch received 
multiple 911 calls report-
ing shots fired at Savannah 
Williamson Park. Depu-
ties, along with emergency 
medical personnel and fire 
personnel, responded im-
mediately to the scene. 

Upon arrival, first re-
sponders located numerous 
individuals suffering from 
gunshot wounds. Personnel 
immediately began pro-
viding lifesaving treatment 
while deputies secured the 
area to ensure the safety 
of victims, first responders 
and the public. Multiple 
victims were transported to 
a local hospital by personal 
vehicles.

As of Monday, three in-
dividuals have died as a 
result of the incident. Two 
victims were pronounced 
deceased at the scene, 
while a third victim was 
later pronounced deceased 
at a local hospital. Sever-
al additional victims sus-
tained injuries and were 
transported to area medical 
facilities for treatment. A 
total of approximately 12 

individuals were injured or 
killed during the incident.

The investigation re-
vealed that two vehicles, a 
white Nissan Altima and a 
silver Honda Accord, were 
traveling southbound on 
Neely Station Road imme-
diately prior to the shoot-
ing. Investigators deter-
mined that occupants of the 
Honda Accord fired multi-
ple rounds into a crowd at-
tending a party at Savannah 
Williamson Park. Members 
of the crowd returned fire 
toward the Honda Accord.

This exchange of gunfire 
resulted in the deaths of 
Jeremiah Forbis, Garrian 
Greer and Jamarion Burns. 
Several other individuals 
sustained gunshot injuries 
during the incident.

Through an extensive 
investigation involving wit-
ness interviews, forensic 
evidence, the execution of 
multiple search warrants 
and the review of surveil-
lance footage, investiga-
tors identified the following 
suspects involved in the 
incident:

-Rodney Parker, 21, of 
Medon, Tenn., identified 
as the driver of the Nissan 
Altima, has been charged 
with Felony Murder in per-
petration of Attempted First 
Degree Murder x3.

-Roshod Parker, 19, of 
Medon, Tenn., identified as 
a passenger in the Honda 
Accord, has been charged 
with Felony Murder in per-
petration of Attempted First 
Degree Murder x3.

-Ladarius Grimes, 21, of 
Jackson, Tenn., identified 

as the driver of the Honda 
Accord, has been charged 
with Felony Murder in per-
petration of Attempted First 
Degree Murder x3.

-Tomorris Person, 18, of 
Jackson, Tenn., identified 
as a passenger in the Honda 
Accord, has been charged 
with Felony Murder in per-
petration of Attempted First 
Degree Murder x3.

Earlier in the investiga-
tion, the Madison County 
Sheriff ’s Office, assisted by 
the City of Jackson Police 
Department, the FBI – 
Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation-Jackson RA, the 
Tennessee Bureau of In-
vestigation (TBI) and the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF), executed multiple 
search warrants at locations 
throughout Jackson-Mad-
ison County, resulting in 
the collection of additional 
evidence and the arrests 
announced Monday.

The investigation re-
mains active and ongoing. 
Investigators continue to 
pursue additional leads, 
and additional arrests 
and charges remain pos-
sible as the investigation 
progresses.

Anyone with information 
regarding this incident is 
encouraged to contact the 
Madison County Sheriff ’s 
Office Criminal Investiga-
tions Division at 731-423-
6000. Tips may also be 
submitted anonymously 
through Crime Stoppers at 
731-424-8477 or through 
the Madison County Sher-
iff’s Office mobile app.

Four Arrested in Savannah Williamson 
Park Triple Homicide Investigation

PARIS (July 24) — A man 
was arrested on multiple 
drug and weapons charges 
following a traffic stop on 
North Market Street on 
Friday, according to Henry 
County Sheriff Josh Frey.

Deputy Coltin Wyrick 
initiated a stop on Jason 
M o b l e y  f o r  o p e r a t i n g 
a vehicle without a val-
id license. A subsequent 
search reportedly led to the 
discovery of approximate-
ly two ounces of metham-
phetamine, 15 grams of 
marijuana, $6,000 in cash, 
prohibited weapons and 
drug paraphernalia.

Mo b l e y  wa s  c h a r g e d 
with possession of meth-
amphetamine with intent 
to sell, simple possession 
of a Schedule VI substance, 
possession of prohibited 
weapons, driving without 
a license, and possession 

of drug paraphernalia. He 
is currently being held at 
the Henry County Jail on 
a $250,000 bond.

The Henry County Sher-

iff ’s Office was assisted in 
the investigation by the 
24th Judicial Drug Task 
Force and the Paris Police 
Department.

Jason Mobley

Traffic Stop Leads to Drug, 
Weapons Arrest in Paris
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Thank you for your continued support of this newspaper.
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OFFICIAL BALLOT FOR CARROLL COUNTY
STATE PRIMARY AND STATE AND COUNTY GENERAL ELECTION HELD ON August 6, 2026 Precinct NEWSPAPER

ELECTION DAY:
SAMPLE BALLOT FOR AUGUST 6, 2026 ELECTION

FEDERAL/STATE PRIMARY AND COUNTY GENERAL ELECTIONS
The Carroll County Election Commission announces VOTING for the Federal/State Primary and County General, August 6, 2026. Registered 
voters, in Carroll County, may cast a ballot on Election Day by personal appearance at their designated polling location. 
State law requires voters to present a Federal or State government issued photo ID to vote, unless an exception applies. College student IDs 
will not be accepted. This photo ID requirement includes Early Voting and Election Day at the polls.
EARLY VOTING FOR THE AUGUST 6, 2026 ELECTION is underway now through Saturday, August 1. Weekday voting is 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Saturday voting is 9 a.m.-12:00 NOON.

Please use a black or blue ink pen 
to mark your ballot. To vote for your 
choice in each contest, completely fi ll 
in the box next to your choice.
Carroll County Election Commission
Ronald R. Reiter, Chairman
Michael Corrado, Secretary
Linda Wallace, Member
Michael K. Tate, Member
Judy D. Alexander, Member
Peggy J. Hamlett, Administrator of 
Elections

TO THE VOTERS OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE
You are hereby notifi ed that the Federal/State Primary and Coun-
ty General Election will be held in all voting precincts in Carroll 
County, Tennessee. 

NOTICE
FEDERAL/STATE PRIMARY 

& COUNTY GENERAL
August 6, 2026

THURSDAY, AUGUST 6, 2026 FROM 8 A.M. TO 7 P.M.

PRECINCT: LAVINIA
Lavinia Baptist Church
4200 Hwy 220
Lavinia, TN 38348

PRECINCT: TREZEVANT
Trezevant Senior Citizens Center 
135 Front St.
Trezevant, TN 38258

PRECINCT: McLEMORESVILLE
McLemoresville Community Center 
5637 Main St
McLemoresville, TN 38235

PRECINCT: CEDAR GROVE
Cedar Grove Fire Department
4215 Hwy 70
Cedar Grove, TN 38321

PRECINCT: CLARKSBURG
Clarksburg City Hall
65 Clarksburg Rd
Clarksburg, TN 38324

PRECINCT: RECYCLING CENTER
Carroll County Recycling Center
21650 Hwy 77
Huntingdon, TN 38344

PRECINCT: CIVIC CENTER
Carroll County Civic Center
201 Mustang Dr.
Huntingdon, TN 38344

PRECINCT: 
HUNTINGDON POLICE STATION
Huntingdon Police Station
12740 Lexington St.
Huntingdon, TN 38344

PRECINCT: HOLLOW ROCK
Hollow Rock City Fire Department
21280 Seminary Rd
Hollow Rock, TN 38342

PRECINCT: ATWOOD
Atwood City Hall
45 First St.
Atwood, TN 38220

PRECINCT:
SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER
McKenzie Senior Citizens Center
172 South Main St.
McKenzie, TN 38201

PRECINCTS:
CONCORD/WESTPORT
Westport Fire Department
7301 Westport Rd
Westport, TN 38387

PRECINCT: CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ
16300 Highland Dr.
McKenzie, TN 38201

PRECINCT:
McKENZIE CITY HALL
McKenzie City Hall
2470 Cedar St.
McKenzie, TN 38201

PRECINCT: BRUCETON
Bruceton Fire Station
30794 Broad St.
Bruceton, TN 38317

EARLY VOTING is going on now: M-F 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Saturday 9 a.m.-NOON. Last day of Early Voting is August 1.

EARLY VOTING IS ONLY in the Carroll County Election Offi ce,
625 High St., Suite 113, Huntingdon, TN 38344.

The ABSENTEE COUNTING BOARD will commence duties on Election 
Day, August 6, 4 p.m. in the Carroll County Election Commission Offi ce, 

625 High St., Suite 113, Huntingdon, TN 38344.

You can visit the Tennessee Division of Elections Website at
https://tnmap.tn.gov/voterlookup/ to check your voter registration status 

and the location of your polling place.

ATTENTION CANDIDATES
Display of campaign posters, signs or other campaign materials, distribu-
tion of campaign materials and solicitation of votes is strictly prohibited 
within 100 feet of any polling place. (TCA 2-7-111) During the hours that 

the polls are open, candidates are not to enter a polling place unless they 
are there to cast their vote. (TCA 2-7-103)

CARROLL COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION
Ronald R. Reiter, Chairman  •  Mike Corrado, Secretary

Judy D. Alexander, Commissioner  •  Michael K. Tate, Commissioner
Linda Wallace, Commissioner  •  Peg Hamlett, Administrator

ATTENTION VOTERS:
YOU MUST PRESENT A FEDERAL OR TENNESSEE STATE 

GOVERNMENT-ISSUED PHOTO ID WHEN APPEARING TO VOTE.
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THE POLLING PLACES ON ELECTION DAY ARE AS FOLLOWS:

HUNTINGDON (July 22) 
— The following cases were 
heard in Carroll County Gen-
eral Sessions Court on July 
22.

James Anderson, Clear 
Lake Road, McKenzie, Guilty, 
Probation Violation, 11/29 
jail to run concurrent with 
sentence in Henry County.

Jayden Ayers, Phelps Lane, 
Milan, dismissed, Probation 
Violation.

Joe Barker, Abbott Lane, 
Huntingdon, guilty, Simple 
Possession/Casual Exchange, 
guilty, Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia, guilty, Un-
lawful Possession of Weapon. 
$2,500 fine, unspecified jail 
time, supervised probation, 
forfeit handgun, cognitive 
behavior training course.

Kevin L. Blackmon, Moun-
tain Creek Road, Camden, 
guilty, Meth-Possession or 
Casual Exchange, supervised 
probation, cognitive behav-
ior training course, alcohol/
drug evaluation; dismissed, 
Driving While Suspended 
Second Offense.

Keith Hart,  Anderson 
Street, Milan, guilty, Speed-
ing, Drivers License Must 

Be Carried and Exhibited, 
driving school required, un-
supervised probation, un-
specified fine.

Julia Hull-Marbry, May 
Street, McKenzie, guilty, 
Disorderly Conduct, pay 
court fees, unsupervised 
probation.

Cr ystal  Mealer,  Main 
Street, McKenzie, guilty, Pro-
bation Violation, 11/29 jail, 
can attend rehab and get 
day-for-day credit for suc-
cessful completion.

Robert Bruce Nunn, Cher-
rywood Avenue, McKenzie, 
guilty, Probation Violation, 
11/29 jail/probation.

Michael A. Smith, Walnut 
Avenue W., McKenzie, dis-
missed, Tampering with Evi-
dence; dismissed, Possession 
of Drug Paraphernalia; guilty, 
Meth-Possession or Casual 
Exchange, $750 fine, proba-
tion, cognitive behavioral 
test, alcohol/drug evaluation.

David Sparks, Coy Johnson 
Road, Scotts Hill, guilty, Pro-
bation Violation.

Mark Douglas Wortham, 
Jr., Wortham Loop, Hollow 
Rock, guilty, Probation Vio-
lation, probation.

County General Sessions Report

Shoplifting — According 
to a report made on July 11, 
Officer Brad Allen respond-
ed to Walmart after receiv-
ing a report of a shoplifter.

Upon arrival, Officer Al-
len made contact with store 
security, who advised that 
Lola D. Clark had taken sev-

eral items from the store 
without paying for them. 
The stolen merchandise 
was valued at $25.56.

Clark was cited into Car-
roll County General Ses-
sions Court and charged 
with theft of property in-
volving merchandise.

Huntingdon Police Reports

Brandy Katesha Webb, 
28, of McKenzie, to Ben-
n y  B e y a  B e n n y ,  2 1 ,  o f 
McKenzie.

Shelby Lyne Richey, 21, 
of McKenzie, to Mauricio 

Javier Granobles Villasmil, 
22, of McKenzie.

Krystal Joy Reeves Brew-
er, 51, of McKenzie, to Lar-
ry Wayne Andrews Jr., 47, 
of McKenzie.

Area Marriage Licenses
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Color A Masterpiece

Answer: A flour garden!

Riddle Me This
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase 
below? Use each letter only once.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

AGRICULTURE

LETTER MIX-UP

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell something 
pertaining to this week’s theme.

EHSO

Answer: Hose

What kind of garden 
does a baker have?

Week 29 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 29

 

Weekly 
Crossword

Week 30 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Egyptian bull god
  5. Romanian monetary unit
  8. Santa’s helper
 11. Fictional Pink Floyd 
corporal
 13. Sea eagle genus
 14. Broad volcanic crater
 15. Minneapolis suburb
 16. Actual commercial worth 
(abbr.)
 17. Exchange rate
 18. Ethnic peoples in Guinea
 20. Men’s fashion accessory
 21. Craft material
 22. Offerings
 25. Early
 30. Large room
 31. Soviet Socialist Republic
 32. One who hauls
 33. Shorthand for accepting
 38. Promotional materials
 41. Loss of memory
 43. One who beheads
 45. Photographers
 48. Small, rich sponge cake
 49. White clerical vestment
 50. Partner to “oohed”
 55. Abba __, Israeli politician
 56. Zero
 57. Owl monkey genus
 59. Lace bug genus
 60. Mild expression of surprise
 61. Storage devices
 62. Keyboard key
 63. Make a mistake
 64. One-time Korean president

CLUES DOWN
  1. Bridge building degree
  2. Expression of sorrow or pity
  3. Large, stocky, lizard
  4. Rumanian river
  5. Missive
  6. Stout-bodied moths
  7. Brings out
  8. Bird of prey
  9. King of Thebes
 10. Cleaving tool
 12. African antelope
 14. Three are particularly 
famous
 19. Satisfy
 23. C. European river
 24. Dictator
 25. Portion of (abbr.)
 26. The 17th letter of the 
Greek alphabet
 27. Consume food
 28. Woman (French)

 29. Scrape or wear away by 
friction
 34. Popular vegetable
 35. Pacifi c Standard Time
 36. Brazilian state capital
 37. Paddle 
 39. Cause to become insane
 40. Drier and fl akier
 41. Mimic
 42. ESPN host Kimes
 44. One who moseys
 45. Secret political clique
 46. Behind the stern of a ship
 47. Supernatural force
 48. Sanctuary in Orthodox 
churches
 51. Swiss river
 52. Grayish white
 53. Engrave
 54. UNC’s chief rival
 58. Midway between south 
and southeast

Fun By Th e Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 

have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pen-
cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 30

See solution in next week’s edition.

Peace of Mind.
One of the many services we provide.

Agriculture
Automatic

Canal
Channels

Conservation
Crops

Distribution
Drip

Effi  ciency
Farming

Flow
Hydration

Moisture
Pipeline
Pressure

Pump
Reservoir
Saturation

Soil
Spray

Sprinkler
System
Valves
Water

On The Farm Word Search
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MISCELLANEOUS
N E E D T O G E T R I D OF 
i t ?  A d v e r t i s e  i t  i n  t h e 
classif ieds! Thousands of 
readers are looking at the 
c l a s si f ie d s e v er y we ek . 
Advertise your service or 
product for only $5 for 25 
words, $8 for 26-50 words, 
and 20 cents for each addi-
tional word over 50 each 
week. Call 731-352-3323 to 
get started! NC/27-TF

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/T
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FOR SALE
FOR SALE — FIVE PIECE 
BLACK WEATHERTECH 
FLOOR M ATS for a 2021 
Lincoln Nautilus Like new, 
$150. Call 731-662-7955 or 
731-986-1147. R27875/29-2

14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

A8
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34

-T
F

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731.352.2761

nickyjoestaff ordrealestate@outlook.com
www.staff ord-realestate.com

Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD

NICKY JOE

Sandi Roditis

731-415-2927

Buford Taylor

731-225-8321

Valarie McMackin

731-418-2313

Jason Artymovich

586-243-3257

Blake Cossey

731-607-8643

Maleah Hollingsworth

731-694-7871

CALL 731.352.3323

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
in the area’s largest circulated newspaper.

$20.00
MINIMUM 
4 WEEKS

ONLY

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

SEPTIC PUMPING
731-234-6012

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Backhoe • Trenching • Gas Piping • Pipe Water Heaters
Well Tanks • Valves • Fittings • Faucets

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF 

INVENTORY FOR THOSE 
AFTER HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

TOLBERT
Plumbing & Electric

TF

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Business Directory
Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

FOR LEASE
AVA I L A B L E  —  4 , 0 0 0 
S Q. F T. N E X T T O H& R 
BLOCK ,  at Ceda r St reet 
Plaza, 1926 Cedar Street, 
McKenzie. Ca l l 731-352-
2189. A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE — From 430 
S q .  F t .  to  3 , 0 0 0 S q .  F t . 
H i g h w a y  7 9  H i g h l a n d 
Mall, across from the post 
off ice. Call 731-352-2189. 
A5404/44-TF

AUCTIONS
P U B L I C  A U C T I O N  — 
CABIN FURNITURE and 
More August 4, 2026, in-
spection: 10 a.m., auction: 
11 a . m .  L o c at ion :  4 2 2 8 
Wears Va l ley Road, Unit 
71, Sevier vil le, TN 37862 
V ie w l i s t :  ht t ps://w w w.
e s t a t e s a l e s . n e t / T N/S e -
v ier v i l le/37862/5006583. 
(TnScan)

G E T  T H E  W O R D  O U T 
A B O U T  Y O U R  N E X T 
A U C T I O N !  S a v e  T i m e 
& $$$. One Ca l l for A l l . 
Your ad can appear in this 
ne w s p a p er +  10 4 ot her 
TN newspapers. For more 
i n fo, contact t h is news-
paper’s classified dept. or 
call Becky Moats 931-624-
8916. (TnScan)

FOR RENT
H O U S E S  A N D  A PA R T-
M E N T S :  M c K E N Z I E 
A R E A . w w w. mcken z ie -
homefi nders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

SERVICES
S AW Y E R S  T R E E  S E R-
V ICE: 60’ Bucket Tr uck. 
Take Down or Prune. Haul 
Off and Clean Up. Grind 
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call 
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

J O E ’ S  T R E E  S E R V I C E 
AND STUMP REMOVAL:
60 ft. bucket truck, prune 
or take down grind stumps, 
clean up and haul off, in-
sured, free estimates. 731-
697-0023 or 731-513-1518. 
A7084/21-TF

YOUR LOW COST ADVER-
TISING SOLUTION! One 
call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 
28 West TN newspapers for 
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classified advertising 
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks. 
(TnScan)

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

OLSH A N FOUN DATION 
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted 
foundation repair experts 
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. 
Water ma nagement a nd 
mor e .  F r e e e v a lu at ion . 
Limited t ime up to $250 
off foundation repair. Call 
Olsha n 1-866 -265 -5932 . 
(TnScan)

WANTED: TO BUY
W E BU Y HOUS E S F OR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No f uss. A ny cond it ion. 
Easy t hree step process: 
Call, get cash offer and get 
pa id. Get you r fa i r cash 
offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-877-551-
1426. (TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

C H O O S E  E A R T H L I N K 
F I B E R  I N T E R N E T  f o r 
speeds up to 5 Gigs,  no 
data caps, no t hrott l ing. 
Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when 
you make the switch. Call 
1-855-481-3340. (TnScan)

GET BOOST I N F I N I T E! 
UNLIMITED TALK, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

 DIR ECT V — A L L YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof ! Sign up 
for Di rec t a nd get you r 
f irst free months of Max, 
Pa ra mou nt+, Show t i me, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax 
included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-844-230-4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ INTERNET! Free Install, 
Free H D -DV R Upg rade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
To d a y !  1- 8 4 4 -274 - 6 0 74 . 
(TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY
A T T E N T I O N :  V I A G R A 
A N D C I A L I S USE R S! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
dr ugstore prices! 50 Pi l l 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-877-691-6412. (TnScan)

SAFE STEP STAIRLIFTS. 
E njoy g re ater  i ndep en-
d e n c e  a n d  s t a y  i n  t h e 
home you love. Feel safe 
on ever y le vel .  $750 of f 
plu s F R E E i n st a l lat ion . 
Made in the U.S.A. Call to-
day for a free quote. 1-866-
432-3409. (TnScan)

D E N T A L  I N S U R A N C E 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedu res. Rea l denta l 
i n s u r a n c e  -  N O T  j u s t 
a d iscou nt pla n. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information 
K it w it h a l l  t he deta i ls! 
1- 8 4 4 - 2 7 8 - 8 2 8 5  w w w.
dental50plus.com/tnpress 
#6258. (TnScan)

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
654 Main Street North
McKenzie, TN 38201 
731-352-7822

> edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

A3272/30-1

Invest in your 
retirement.
Let's talk about your options.

Working hard 

since 1870

The News 
The News 

Machine. 
Machine. 
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T h e  C a r r o l l  C o u n t y 
Chamber of Commerce an-
nounces that applications 
are now open for the 2026 
Adult Leadership Carroll 
County (LCC) class. This 
premier program offers 
participants an in-depth 
look at the life, work, and 
future of Carroll County.

LCC is a comprehensive 
program consisting of nine 
engaging sessions and a 
hands-on community ser-
vice project, designed to 
identify the issues, chal-
lenges, and opportunities 
facing our county in the 
coming years.

Natalie Porter, chair of 
the LCC program, said, 
“The goal of the Leader-
ship Carroll County pro-
gram is to provide partic-
ipants with information 

about the life and work 
of Carroll County and to 
identify the issues, chal-
lenges, and opportunities 
that our county will face in 
the coming years.”

Pr ogram Schedule
All sessions run from 8 

a.m. to 3 p.m.
Session 1: August 27
Session 2: September 3
Session 3: September 10
Session 4: September 24
Session 5: October 8
Session 6: October 22
Session 7: November 5
Session 8: November 19
Session 9: January (Joint 

LCC/YLCC session)

 Application and Tuition
The deadline for appli-

cations is August 14, 2026. 
The program tuition is 
$325, which includes all 

program costs and meals 
associated with the ses-
sions. Tuition is payable 
upon confirmation of ac-
ceptance into the program.

For an application or 
additional information, 
please contact the Carroll 
County Chamber of Com-
merce at 731-986-4664 or 
email cchamber@earth-
link.net.

Since its inception in 
1990, the program has 
graduated approximately 
1,100 individuals, many 
of whom have gone on 
to ser ve in vital  busi-
ness, civic, and govern-
ment roles. Participation 
offers a unique opportu-
nity to network with fel-
low community leaders, 
presenters, and business 
professionals.

Chamber of Commerce Accepting Applications 
For 2026 Adult Leadership Carroll County

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

M c K E N Z I E  ( Ju l y  2 3 ) 
—  Th e  Mc Ke n z i e  Hi g h 
School Marching Rebels 
completed their annual 
two-week camp Thursday 
in preparation for the up-
coming football and com-
petitive marching seasons. 
The band previewed their 
2026 field show, “Awak-
ening,” with an evening 
performance in the gym-
nasium for parents and the 
community.

Daniel Capua, entering 
his third year as Director of 
Bands, spoke to The Ban-
ner about the band, the 
show and the community.

“Awakening ” features 
t h r e e  m o v e m e n t s ,  i n -
c l u d i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s 
of “Uninvited” by Alanis 
Morissette, “Hallelujah” 
by Leonard Cohen and 
“Nimrod” by Edward Elgar.

Capua said the theme of 
the show is moving from 
darkness to light. He called 
it “abstract” and said, “It 
can mean whatever you 
want it to mean.”

The visual elements are 
meant to emulate a lava 
lamp and evoke the emo-
tional ups and downs of 
life.

The Marching Rebels 
are bigger than last year 
with 44 performers and 
one manager.

There are eight seniors, 
split evenly between the 
band and the color guard, 
with few sophomores and 
juniors.  More than half 

of the band is eighth and 
ninth graders.

Capua said, “We have a 
lot of really good leaders 
in the junior and senior 
class,  and I wanted the 
eighth graders to experi-
ence that.”

The leadership team of 
the band includes field 
commander Meghan Cow-
an, woodwind leader Jany-
la Piro, low brass leader 
Ozzy Lessenberr y,  high 
brass leader Lola Barton, 
percussion leaders Jon-
athan Jenkins and Caleb 
Burns and color  guard 
leader Jaylee Montgomery.

Staff for the camp were 
guard instructor Kendra 
Cole, percussion instruc-
tor Conner Callahan, brass 
instructor Makayla Shell 
and woodwind instructor 
Clara Capua.

During the first  week 
of camp, band members 
practiced a lot of march-
ing fundamentals. Capua 
said, “If you don’t have the 
foundations, it’s going to 
be hard to put everything 
else together.”

In the second week, they 
began working on dri l l 
(the movement and for-
mations seen on the field).

The head index ham-
pered the outdoor sched-
ule for the first part of the 
week, but a reprieve on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
let the band progress.

Capua lamented that 
they had not  gotten as 
much accomplished as 
he had hoped, but he was 

hopeful they would have 
the first song on the field 
for the first football game 
on Friday, August 21 at 
Huntingdon.

The Marching Rebels 
begin their competition 
season with the Pete Ev-
ans Showcase in Milan 
on Saturday, August 29, 
which serves as a sort of 
“scrimmage” for bands to 
perform in front of judges 
and get good feedback.

McKenzie will  attend 
competitions at South Gib-
son, Union City, Hunting-
don and Camden before 
concluding the season at 
the Tennessee Division 
I  State  Marching Band 
Championship on Satur-
day, November 7 at Inde-
pendence High School in 
Thompson’s Station.

Capua shared his feel-
ings on his time in McK-
enzie  so far.  “ The f irst 
word that comes to mind 
i s  p ro u d .  P ro u d  o f  t h e 
progress the students have 
made. Proud of the growth 
that this program has seen 
in recent years. It’s not just 
me, it’s the kids that want 
it. They see my vision and 
they’re bought in. They 
want it as bad as I do.

“I’m excited. I love McK-
enzie. The community’s 
g re a t .  Th e  a d m i n i st ra -
tion is so supportive of 
everything I’m trying to 
do here. I literally don’t 
have any complaints. It’s 
a great community, and 
I’m excited for the future 
of band here.”

Above, Director Daniel Capua introduces the Marching Rebels for their preview 
performance Thursday evening.  Below, The Marching Rebels concluded their 
two-week camp Thursday in preparation for their 2026 field show, “Awakening.” 
Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKenzie Marching Rebels Wrap 
Camp with Preview Performance

McKENZIE — Bethel 
University announced the 
launch of the School of 
Visual & Performing Arts, 
bringing Art, Music and 
the University’s nationally 
recognized Renaissance 
Performing Arts Experi-
ence together in a single 
creative home within the 
College of Arts & Scienc-
es. The new school spans 
seven program areas: Art, 
Music, Music Education, 
Music Performance, Music 
Business, Music Production 
and Renaissance. 

The move marks a mile-
stone for Renaissance, one 
of Bethel’s most beloved 
and distinctive traditions. 
For more than two decades, 
Renaissance has operated 
as a premier co-curricu-
lar program, offering per-
forming artists the same 
scholarship support as 
student-athletes and send-
ing graduates to national 
stages and screens. Those 
defining characteristics re-
main unchanged, and this 
new structure further se-
cures and strengthens the 
tradition Renaissance has 
become and will continue 
to be at Bethel. Now, for the 
first time, Renaissance joins 
Bethel’s academic struc-
ture, placing the program 
alongside the University’s 
arts degree programs and 
giving every student artist 
at Bethel, whether painting 
in a studio, composing in 
a practice room, mixing in 
a recording studio or per-
forming under stage lights, 
one shared creative foun-
dation and one identity. 

“The arts have always 
been part of Bethel’s DNA,” 
said Dr. Perry Molds, Pres-
ident of Bethel University. 
“Our mission calls us to 
equip students to trans-
form the world, and few 
things transform the world 
like art. This new school 
gives our students a richer, 
more collaborative place to 
develop those gifts.” 

Why Bring These 
Programs Together

The decision to unite 
the visual and performing 
arts grew out of a simple 
observation: Bethel’s cre-
ative programs had already 
grown intertwined in prac-
tice, if not yet in structure. 
Vocal music education ma-
jors took the stage in Re-
naissance musical theatre 
productions, while Blue-
grass performers pursued 
degrees in music produc-
tion. Art students assisted 
with the sets, props, and 
costumes for productions. 
The new school formalizes 
what students were already 
accomplishing, dissolving 
the boundaries between 
disciplines in favor of 
shared resources, cross-dis-
ciplinary faculty expertise 
and creative opportunities 
spanning every art form. 

“ This  new structure 
allows us to invest more 
intentionally in every art 
form we offer,” said Dr. Joe 
Hames, University Provost. 
“It gives our faculty and 
students the framework to 
grow together and gives 
the arts the standing they 
deserve at Bethel.” 

The Academic Excellence 
of Art & Music at Bethel 

Art and Music have each 
held a place at Bethel since 
the early 2000s. The Mu-
sic department has built a 
strong record of excellence 
across its degree offerings, 
including Music Education, 
Music Performance, Music 
Business and Music Pro-
duction, preparing gradu-
ates for successful careers 
as educators from elemen-
tary classrooms to college 
campuses, music ministers, 
touring artists and produc-
ers. Students perform in 
recitals and community 
concerts, including ap-
pearances by the Univer-
sity Singers with the Jack-
son Symphony Orchestra. 
They also present recording 
production projects, attend 
professional conferences, 
and complete internships 
in music production and 
music business. 

The Art department has 
built its own reputation for 
depth, pairing studio work 
across drawing, painting, 
sculpture and digital media 
with art history and theory, 
culminating in a senior the-
sis exhibition that showcas-
es each graduate’s work. A 
visiting artist series brings 
guest exhibitions and pre-
sentations to campus each 
semester, and Art gradu-
ates go on to careers as stu-
dio and business owners, 
teachers, freelance artists, 
and in fields spanning mu-
sic and acting. 

The Renaissance Legacy 
Renaissance was built on 

an innovative premise: per-
forming artists deserve the 
same scholarship support 
as student-athletes. That 
idea broadened Bethel’s 
reach, fueled enrollment 
growth and grew into the 
Renaissance Performing 
Arts Experience, spanning 
four divisions: Vocal, In-
strumental, Theatre and 
Production. 

To d a y ,  R e n a i s s a n c e 
students lead worship in 
chapel, perform in diverse 
vocal and instrumental en-
sembles, present full-scale 
theatrical productions, and 
operate professional-grade 
sound, lighting and vid-
eo, all while pursuing any 
major the University offers 
and receiving substantial 
scholarship support. Re-
naissance alumni have 
gone on to national stag-
es and screens, including 
“The Voice” finalist Mandi 
Thomas-Moore, actor Nick 
Darnell, and touring musi-
cian Garrett Anderson of 
Dailey and Vincent. 

A New Home Within the 
College of Arts & Sciences 

The School of Visual & 
Performing Arts will be 
housed within the College 
of Arts & Sciences, con-
necting Bethel’s student 
artists to the full breadth of 
the University’s liberal arts 
tradition. 

“The arts teach students 
to see, to listen and to create 
with purpose,” said Dr. Keith 
D. Herris, Dean of the Col-
lege of Arts & Sciences. “As 
a musician, I have watched 
the arts shape lives at Bethel 
for nearly 20 years. Housing 
this new school within the 
College of Arts & Sciences 
connects our student art-
ists to the full richness of a 

liberal arts education while 
giving the arts a home of 
their own. I could not be 
more excited about what 
this means for our students.” 

Together, these programs 
form a complete creative 
ecosystem where students 
sharpen their craft, collab-
orate across disciplines and 
prepare to carry the arts 
into classrooms, churches, 
studios, stages and com-
munities around the world. 

Dr. C. Scott Shepherd 
Named Associate Dean 
Dr. C. Scott Shepherd 

has been named Associ-
ate Dean of the School of 
Visual & Performing Arts. 
Shepherd currently serves 
as Interim Executive Direc-
tor of the Renaissance Per-
forming Arts Experience 
and previously served as 
associate director of the Re-
naissance Program, giving 
him a deep familiarity with 
the program’s artistic stan-
dards, operational structure 
and students. 

Shepherd brings more 
than two decades of ex-
perience in performing 
arts administration and 
leadership across high-
er education, nonprofit, 
church and community 
settings. He has overseen 
large-scale concerts, con-
ferences, statewide choral 
initiatives and complex 
artistic productions, and 
his background includes 
executive leadership roles 
within the Southern Baptist 
Church Music Conference 
and the Tennessee Baptist 
Church Music Conference. 
He holds a Doctor of Wor-
ship Studies from the Rob-
ert E. Webber Institute for 
Worship Studies, a Master 
of Divinity from The South-
ern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, and a Bachelor 
of Music Education from 
Shorter University. 

“I’m incredibly grateful 
for the opportunity to serve 
in this role,” said Shepherd. 
“Bringing Art, Music and 
Renaissance together allows 
us to create an even more 
connected and fulfilling stu-
dent experience. Our goal is 
to help students grow aca-
demically, artistically and 
professionally while giving 
them opportunities to col-
laborate, create and prepare 
for meaningful careers in 
the arts and beyond.” 

About Bethel University 
Founded in 1842, Bethel 

University has spent nearly 
185 years helping students 
turn their talents into pur-
pose. Located in McKen-
zie, Tennessee, within two 
hours of both Nashville 
and Memphis, Bethel is a 
Christian community of 
nearly 3,000 students from 
33 states and 41 countries. 
The University’s mission 
is to equip individuals for 
a life of service through 
academic, spiritual, social 
and experiential learning 
to go forth and transform 
the world. With 52 under-
graduate programs and 
nine graduate programs, 
Bethel aims to be a leader 
in student-centered edu-
cation through innovative 
academics, character for-
mation and life skills devel-
opment. For more informa-
tion, visit bethelu.edu.

Bethel University Launches School 
Of Visual & Performing Arts

Carroll County Leaders Convene 
For Financial Wellness Summit

Local and state officials 
gathered in Carroll County 
recently for a Financial 
Wellness Scorecard Sum-
mit to examine the eco-
nomic health of the region 
and discuss strategies for 
improvement.

The event, co-sponsored 
by Senator John Stevens 
and Representatives Brock 
Martin and Tandy Darby, 
was led by State Treasurer 
David H. Lillard, Jr., who 
serves as Chair of the Ten-
nessee Financial Literacy 
Commission (TNFLC). The 
summit focused on data 
from the Tennessee Finan-
cial Wellness Scorecard, a 
collaborative project be-
tween the TNFLC and the 
University of Tennessee’s 
Boyd Center for Business 
and Economic Research.

During the review of lo-
cal data, officials revealed 
that Carroll County holds a 
Composite Financial Well-
ness score of 51.9, trending 
slightly below the statewide 

average of 59. The score-
card is designed to identify 
specific areas where finan-
cial education and econom-
ic development can make 
the most significant impact 
on citizens’ lives.

Economic data present-
ed at the summit high-
lighted a median house-
hold income of $50,391 for 
Carroll County, which is 
approximately 25% lower 
than the state average of 
$67,097. Additionally, re-
ports indicated that one in 
six households live in pov-
erty, with nearly 14% of the 
population receiving some 
form of social assistance. 
These challenges are often 
linked to higher rates of 
non-business bankrupt-
cies and distressed debt 
within the community.

Despite these hurdles, 
the data also showcased 
local  strengths.  Carroll 
County boasts a home-
ownership rate of 74.8%, 
a figure that stands well 

above the Tennessee state 
average. Treasurer Lillard 
noted that homeowner-
ship remains a  cri t ical 
indicator of long-term fi-
nancial stability and as-
set-building for families.

“ T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e 
Scorecard Summit was not 
simply to report these fig-
ures, but to guide action,” 
the Treasurer’s office stat-
ed regarding the mission 
to empower Tennesseans 
with better financial man-
agement tools.

The summit concluded 
with a call for continued 
c o l l a b o ra t i o n  b e t w e e n 
educators, business lead-
ers, and policymakers to 
address persistent finan-
cial stressors and improve 
upward economic mobil-
ity across generations in 
Carroll County.

Residents interested in 
reviewing the full data set 
or learning more about 
commission resources can 
visit TNFLC.org.

Without community newspapers, where
would you find this information? Call 731.352.3323

BANNER
THETHE
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Gleason
Aug. 21 Fulton Co. (Ky.)
Aug. 28 @ Hollow Rock-Bruceton
Sept. 4 Obion Co.
Sept. 11 @ Dresden
Sept. 18 Lake Co.
Sept. 25 @ Perry Co.
Oct. 2 South Fulton
Oct. 9 @ West Carroll
Oct. 16 BYE
Oct. 23 Humboldt
Oct. 29 @ Greenfield

Hollow Rock-Bruceton Central
Aug. 21 Scotts Hill
Aug. 28 Gleason
Sept. 4 @ Greenfield
Sept. 11 West Carroll
Sept. 18 @ Wayne Co.
Sept. 25 Collinwood
Oct. 2 @ Liberty Tech
Oct. 9 @ McKenzie
Oct. 16 BYE
Oct. 23 @ McEwen
Oct. 29 Perry Co.

Huntingdon
Aug. 21 McKenzie
Aug. 28 Camden
Sept. 4 Milan
Sept. 11 Halls
Sept. 18 @ JCM
Sept. 25 Gibson Co.

Oct. 2 @ Riverside
Oct. 9 @ Harpeth
Oct. 16 BYE
Oct. 23 @ Peabody
Oct. 30 @ Union City

McKenzie
Aug. 21 @ Huntingdon
Aug. 28 @ Dresden
Sept. 4 Christian Co. (Ky.)
Sept. 11 Perry Co.
Sept. 18 @ Camden
Sept. 25 Chester Co. (HC)
Oct. 2 Collinwood
Oct. 9 Hollow Rock-Bruceton (SN)
Oct. 16 BYE
Oct. 23 @ Wayne Co.
Oct. 29 @ McEwen
HC: Homecoming
SN: Senior Night

West Carroll
Aug. 21 Gibson Co.
Aug. 28 Fayette-Ware
Sept. 4 @ Dresden
Sept. 11 @ Hollow Rock-Bruceton
Sept. 18 Humboldt
Sept. 25 @ Greenfield
Oct. 2 Lake Co.
Oct. 9 Gleason
Oct. 16 BYE
Oct. 23 @ Liberty Tech
Oct. 29 @ South Fulton

Area High School Football Schedules

COURTESY
BETHEL ATHLETICS

ATLANTA (July 21) — 
University of Wisconsin-
G r e e n  B a y ,  M e r c y 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  N e b r a s k a 
Wesleyan University, Bethel 
University (Tennessee), and 
Trinity Valley Community 
C o l l e g e  s i t  a t o p  t h e i r 
respective divisions in the 
2025-26 WBCA Academic 
Top 25 Team Honor Rolls 
announced Tuesday by the 
Women’s Basketball Coaches 
Association.

The WBCA Academic 
Top 25 recognizes college 
women’s basketball teams 
across the nation in their 
respective divisions that 
carry the highest combined 
GPAs inclusive of all student-
athletes on their rosters for 
the entire season. A team 
must have a combined 
GPA of 3.0 or better and be 
nominated by its head coach, 

who must be a member of 
the WBCA, to be recognized. 
The 2025-26 season is the 
31st in which the WBCA has 
compiled the honor rolls.

Green Bay, coached by 
Kayla Karius, finished first 
among NCAA Division I 
members for the second 
straight year with a 3.965 
cumulative team grade-point 
average, which is also best 
overall across all membership 
divisions. Mercy, coached 
by Scott Lagas, claimed top 
academic honors in NCAA 
Division II with a 3.853 GPA. 
Nebraska Wesleyan, coached 
by Sydney Golladay, took top 
honors in NCAA Division 
III with a 3.897 GPA. Bethel, 
coached by Chris Nelson, was 
No. 1 in the NAIA division 
with a 3.829 GPA. Trinity 
Valley, coached by Precious 
Ivy, finished atop the two-
year college standings with 
a 3.777 GPA.

“The WBCA is pleased to 

recognize those women’s 
basketball programs that 
have committed themselves 
to excellence on the court 
and in the classroom,” said 
WBCA Executive Director 
Danielle Donehew. “The 
1 1 9  r a n k e d  t e a m s  w e 
honor this year across all 
five collegiate membership 
divisions strive to achieve 
all-around success, and 
we commend their efforts. 
Congratulations!”

C o a c h  N e l s o n 
commented, “Our players 
have proven that you don’t 
have to choose between 
being successful and being 
exceptional people. They 
continue to win on the 
court, excel in the classroom, 
and, most importantly, win 
with people. The proof is 
in the pudding, and this 
award is a testament to their 
commitment, character, and 
the culture they’ve created 
together.”

Lady Wildcats Top NAIA Academic Team Honor Roll

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

G r e g  B l a c k b u r n  o f 
McKenzie will soon join a 
fourth Hall of Fame for his 
career as coach/sponsor 
of the Jean Shoppe men’s 
slow pitch softball team.

Blackburn will be in-
ducted into the USA Soft-
ball/Amateur Softball As-
sociation (ASA) Tennessee 
Hall of Fame in a ceremo-
ny on Saturday, August 1 
at 4 p.m. CDT at The Mill 
at 300 North Maple St. in 
Lebanon.

Blackburn was the coach 
of the Jean Shoppe team 
for 35 years. In that time, 
the team won ten world 
tournaments and 30 state 
tournaments.

Blackburn spoke to The 
Banner about the team’s 
success over the years.

“I travelled all over the 
United States to play. I 
found the toughest tour-
naments we could play in 
and we played tough com-
petition, and that’s what 
made us a better team.”

He said, “I want to thank 
all of my players and ev-
erybody that was involved 
for me to get an award like 
this. The only reason that I 
played and coached soft-
ball is because I enjoyed 
the challenge of becom-
ing a winner. I want all my 
players to know that I’m 
really thankful for what 
they’ve done for me to get 
these accolades. I couldn’t 

have done it without them.”
Blackburn noted the 

players from Carroll Coun-
ty that were members of 
his teams, including Roy 
Grant, Mark Cooper, Billy 
Ray Hampton, Webb Mad-
dox, Larry Tippitt, David 
Huss, Phillip Martin, Stevie 
Blackburn, Jimmy Perritt, 
Mike Lane, A.P. Plunk, Clay 
Morgan, Kenny Paschall 
and Mickey Stafford.

Blackburn has previously 

been inducted into the In-
dependent Sports Associa-
tion (ISA) National Hall of 
Fame, the National Softball 
Association (NSA) Hall of 
Fame and the United States 
Specialty Sports Associa-
tion (USSSA) Hall of Fame.

To register to attend the 
Hall of Fame ceremony or 
for more information, con-
tact Edward Rowe at 423-
355-0694 or tnusauic24@
gmail.com.

Greg Blackburn in December 2024, when he was 
inducted into the Independent Sports Association 
(ISA) National Hall of Fame. File photo by Brad Sam/
The Banner

Blackburn to be Inducted into 
USA/ASA Tennessee Hall of Fame

Coach Greg Blackburn and the 1989 Jean Shoppe men’s slow pitch softball team. 
Photo courtesy Greg Blackburn

BY MICHAEL ODOM
Mirror-Exchange

Last season, Dresden was 
the cream of the Region 7-1A 
crop. The Lions won the re-
gion championship with an 
unbeaten record in region 
play, and running back Luke 
Di Pietro was named a Class 
1A Mr. Football semifinalist.

Di Pietro and others grad-
uated, and a few more play-
ers transferred, so the Lions 
will have a new look this 
season.

Greenfield and South Ful-
ton also reached the second 
round of the Class 1A play-
offs last year, and Humboldt 
made the playoffs, so there 
will be plenty of teams trying 
to take that top spot from the 
Lions.

Predicted
Order of Finish

1. Humboldt
2. Dresden
3. Greenfield
4. South Fulton
5. Lake County
6. West Carroll
7. Gleason

Team Tidbits
Dresden Lions

2025 record: 9-3 (6-0 7-1A)
Coach: Justin Cruse (3rd 

season: 14-8)
What to know: Last season 

saw the Lions rise back to 
the top of the Region 7-1A 
standings and a spot in the 
second round of the Class 
1A playoffs. But Dresden was 
hit hard by graduation – in-
cluding Class 1A Mr. Football 
semifinalist Luke Di Pietro, 
who rushed for 1,652 yards 
and 26 touchdowns on 182 
carries. The Lions also lost 
some key players as transfers 
– including starting quarter-
back Bruce Willis. So Dres-
den will be young this year. 
Sophomore Athan Spaulding 
has taken over at quarter-
back, and leading receiver 
Ayden Flora is also back for 
his senior year. The defense 

will have to lead the Lions at 
the start of the season with 
the offense picking up steam 
as the season progresses.

Gleason Bulldogs
2025 record: 3-7 (2-4 7-1A)
Coach: Noah Lampkins 

(24th season: 83-162)
What to know: The Bull-

dogs graduated nine seniors 
last year, and all of them 
played quality minutes. Glea-
son will be young this season 
with very few upperclassmen 
on the roster. So the Bulldogs 
will take some hits early, but 
this team should get better 
as those young players gain 
experience. Brennan Cook 
was Gleason’s best lineman 
last year, and he is back for 
his junior season. Bo Bailey 
got some playing time last 
year at quarterback when 
Drake Lehmkuhl was moved 
out to receiver. Junior James 
Flaurr has shown the ability 
to make plays and will be 
key in the Bulldogs’ passing 
game.

Greenfield Yellowjackets
2025 record: 7-5 (4-2 7-1A)
Coach: Don Pitt (14th sea-

son: 57-79)
What to know: The Yel-

lowjackets finished third in 
Region 7-1A last season and 
reached the second round 
of the Class 1A playoffs with 
a win over Oakhaven. Quar-
terback Easton Sullivan was 
a dual threat last year with 
1,200 passing yards and 
1,200 rushing yards. Knox 
Liggett is set to take over the 
duties at quarterback. Junior 
Westin Porter is back after 
rushing for 797 yards and 13 
touchdowns, while recording 
406 receiving yards with two 
touchdowns. Senior Jerrick 
McMullen is expected to 
have a breakout season after 
rushing for 212 yards and 
having 184 receiving yards. 
A big question is the line as 
Cevon McMullen and Caden 
Sparkman were the leaders 
last year, but both were se-
niors. Greenfield does return 
a majority of the defense, 

so those guys should set 
the tone every game. Junior 
Brock King is a big part of the 
defense because of his versa-
tility after finishing with 85 
total tackles last season with 
40 solo tackles, 10 tackles for 
loss, two sacks, one intercep-
tion and one forced fumble.

West Carroll War Eagles
2025 record: 1-9 (0-6 7-1A)
Coach: Nick Cobb (1st 

season)
What to know: The War 

Eagles have had a different 
head coach for each of the 
past four years, and Cobb is 
the fifth head coach of the 
program since 2020. Cobb 
was on Jay Taylor’s staff last 
season, so the players are ac-
customed to his ways. West 
Carroll has to figure out a 
way to move the ball and 
score as the team only had 
134 points last season, and 
the top player in total yard-
age – Mason Taylor – has 
transferred to Milan. West 
Carroll ended the season 
holding South Fulton to 17 
points, and that is what the 
program has tried to build 
on during the offseason. Cole 
Mueller and Noah Cecchini 
will be leaders on the defen-
sive line, Caleb Vermillion 
and Keegan Mealer will be 
key in the linebacking corps, 
and Braden Marise is hoping 
to be back from injury to lead 
the secondary. Sophomore 
Parker Newman is back at 
quarterback after starting 
last season, but now he has 
a year of experience under 
his belt.

The full version of this sto-
ry can be read at mckenzie-
banner.com or milanmirror-
exchange.com.

Michael  O dom is  the 
sports editor for the Mir-
ro r- E x c h a n g e,  We a k l e y 
County Press, Brownsville 
States-Graphic and Fayette 
Falcon. Follow him on X (for-
merly Twitter) @GCSports-
Writer. Reach him by email 
at michaelodom@milanmir-
rorexchange.com.

REGION 7-1A FOOTBALL
Will Dresden Repeat as Region Champion?

M c K E N Z I E  ( Ju l y  2 ) 
—  The McKenzie Rebels 
are entering another sea-
son of football under the 
leadership of Coach Keith 
Hodge, a veteran mentor 
known for building pro-
grams centered on disci-
pline, teamwork, and char-
acter development. 

Hodge addressed mem-
bers of the Rotary Club of 
McKenzie on Tuesday, July 
21 on the campus of Bethel 
University.

Hodge brings a phi-
losophy that prioritizes 
developing young people 
into strong students and 
citizens alongside athletic 
success.  

The Rebels  are  pre-
paring for the upcoming 
season with a roster of 54 
players, a group that in-
cludes 24 freshmen and 
eight seniors. Hodge notes 
that this depth is essential 
for a Class 1A program, 
allowing for more efficient 
practices and increased 
participation across the 
board.  

Community and play-
er engagement has be-
come a hallmark of the 
program’s offseason. The 

team recently hosted a 
youth football camp with 
over 90 participants and 
is organizing a large-scale 
me et-and-gre et  at  the 
home stadium to show-
case the football, cheer, 
and band programs to 
the community. The team 
has also scheduled some 
pre-season scrimmages at 
Bethel University’s newly 
improved stadium.

These efforts are part 
of a broader initiative to 
strengthen the program’s 
ties to the town and ensure 
the team remains a visible, 
positive force.  

The schedule presents 
significant challenges, 
beginning with a rivalry 
game against Huntington 
and a high-stakes matchup 
against Christian County, 
Kentucky, a consolidated 
school with approximate-
ly 2,200 students. Hodge 
acknowledges the dispar-
ity in size and depth but 
views these games as vital 
opportunities for growth 
and strategic development.  

Player leadership re-
mains a cornerstone of the 
team, even as key athletes 
recover from injuries. Se-

nior Lelan Gordon, a four-
year contributor who has 
successfully rehabilitated 
a torn labrum, continues 
to anchor the team as a 
multi-position player and 
long snapper. Off the field, 
Gordon is managing a 
growing mowing business 
with plans to pursue hor-
ticulture after graduation. 
Sophomore linebacker 
Dawson Reeder, also re-
turning from an ACL inju-
ry, has spent his summer 
working in construction, 
an experience that has led 
him to reconsider his post-
high school plans and now 
contemplate college.  

Hodge is supported by 
a dedicated coaching staff, 
including Trey Cantrell, 
Ben Hargett, Austin Chap-
man, Merritt Spence, Ken-
trell Diggs, Coach Tyler 
Reeder, and Chris Wall. 
The program is also seeing 
a resurgence in its feeder 
system, with middle school 
coach Jay Taylor credited 
for boosting participation 
numbers and strengthen-
ing the long-term pipeline 
for the Rebels.

MHS Coach Keith Hodge spoke to McKenzie Rotary on Tuesday, July 21.  Pictured 
are Armand Hebert, president of the club, Lelan Gordon, Dawson Reeder, and 
Coach Keith Hodge.

Rebels Look to Future Under Coach Hodge
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RonnieRonnie
WADE

• Daily on-the-job experience and knowledge as Carroll 
County Road Supervisor for the past four years

• Possesses operational management skills
• Values the workers’ needs while maintaining good 

leadership ability
• Oversight of public infrastructure
• Realizes the importance of balanced project and overall 

budgets
• Awareness of road safety issues
• Knowledgeable of regulatory compliance with local, state 

and federal regulations, including safety protocols and 
environmental guidelines

• Willingness to listen to the issues of Carroll County 
residents and arrive at resolutions that are possible 
according to restrictions already in place by other agencies

Paid for by the candidate.

29-3

RE-ELECT

Carroll County Road Supervisor

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (July 23) — McKenzie Mid-
dle School football hosted Milan Thursday 
evening at Rebel Stadium for a scrim-
mage with the regular season quickly 
approaching.

The teams alternated running eight 
plays straight on offense, regardless of 
result, to help both offenses and defenses 
to establish a rhythm and get a feel for the 
flow of the game.

The Rebels head into the year with a 
familiar set of faces on the coaching staff, 
but with a new head coach at the helm, 
McKenzie High School alum and lifelong 
McKenzie resident Jay Taylor.

Coach Taylor told The Banner upon 
his hiring in April, “I’m excited. I’ve been 
investing in a lot of other people and other 
communities, and now I have an opportu-
nity to invest in my own.”

Taylor said he hopes to help the football 
program succeed at a high level.

The MMS Rebels host their annual 
jamboree on Saturday, August 1 at 5 p.m., 

featuring 5-8 teams playing two half-field 
scrimmages simultaneously.

The regular season begins Thursday, 
August 6 as the Rebels host Union City 
at 6:30 p.m.

Rebel Makhyn Gilbert runs down a Mi-
lan receiver to prevent a touchdown. 
Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

MIDDLE SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Left, Rebel running back Navadius Owens finds a gap for a good gain.  Right, 
Rebel Jonah Henson takes down a Milan ball carrier in the backfield. Photos 
by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKenzie Hosts Milan for Scrimmage

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (July 20) — Coach Keith 
Hodge and the McKenzie High School 
Rebels hosted the third annual Youth 
Football Camp Monday evening at the 
indoor practice facility.

Over 90 kids participated in the 
two-hour camp. The event started with 
agility and warm-ups, then rotated in 
smaller groups at stations to focus on 
learning specific skills such as passing, 
receiving, tackling and kicking.

The event closed with a receiving 
competition and a “postgame huddle.”

Coach Hodge spoke to The Banner 
about the camp. “Another great turnout 
from the community. It’s great to see 
all the kids out here, learning football 
skills. We’re doing more tackling this 
year, which is great for the kids. We’re 
just trying to get them excited about 
football season. This is a great way to 

get them going.
“It’s a really good turnout. Being 

year three, we’ve still got a lot of kids 
coming. That says they like being a 
part of it.

“The main thing is it’s for the kids, 
for the community. Making our high 
school kids get around the younger 
kids who look up to them. Making 
a connection between coaches, the 
youth and our high school football 
players, that’s always good.

“We’ve got some other things we’re 
going to do. The meet-and-greet is 
going to be big, where we’ll get them 
together again. The more community 
events we can do, the better.”

The Rebels Meet-and-Greet is Sat-
urday, August 8 from 5:30-9:30 p.m. 
at Rebel Stadium. Participating in the 
event will be the high school and mid-
dle school football teams, bands and 
cheerleaders, as well as the McKenzie 
Youth Football League.

McKenzie Hosts Youth Football Camp
Youth Football Camp participants and MHS players and coaches at the conclusion of the event. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Left, Callum Petering, 8, makes a deep catch during the receiving competition.  Right, King 
Howard, 11, makes a clean takedown of the “tackle wheel.” Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE — It’s foot-
ball time in McKenzie this 
weekend as both the high 
school and middle school 
host preseason action.

McKenzie High School 
hosts Obion County Cen-
tral for a scrimmage Friday, 
July 31 at 6 p.m. at Bethel 
University’s Walter Butler 
Stadium.

McKenzie Middle School 
hosts its annual jamboree 
on Saturday, August 1 at 
5 p.m. at Rebel Stadium, 

featuring 12 teams playing 
two half-field scrimmages 
simultaneously.

MMS Jamboree Schedule
5 p.m. — Lexington v. Mi-

lan; McKenzie v. Greenfield
5:45 p.m. —  Lexington JV 

v. Milan JV; McKenzie JV v. 
Greenfield JV

6:30 p.m. —  Henderson 
North v. Milan; Waverly v. 
Gibson Co.

7:15 p.m. —  West Car-
roll v. Gleason; Dresden v. 
Camden

G a m e  t i m e s  a r e 
approximate.

The MMS regular season 
begins Thursday, August 6 
as the Rebels host Union 
City at 6:30 p.m.

MHS hosts Lexington for 
a final home scrimmage on 
Friday, August 7 at 6 p.m., 
again at Bethel.

The high school Rebels 
close their preseason Fri-
day, August 14 at the Henry 
County High School Jam-
boree against McCracken 
County at 7 p.m.

MHS begins the regular 
season Friday, August 21 
at Huntingdon. Kickoff is 
7 p.m.

Rebel Football in Preseason Action This Weekend

First Line Leadership Graduate (2014)

SELA Graduate (Southeastern Leadership Academy, 2017)

Carroll County Leadership (Class of 2025)

WestStar Leadership Program (Class of 2026)

LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

EXECUTIVE: Current Chief of Police, Former 

Assistant Chief and Lieutenant.

SPECIALIZED: K-9 Handler, Narcotics / General 

Investigator, Former Clan Lab Technician / Site 

Safety Offi cer.

TECHNICAL EXPERTISE / INSTRUCTOR: Current 

Firearms Instructor, Former General Departmental 

Instructor (GDI) and Former Driving School 

Instructor and Evidence Custodian.

BOOTS ON THE GROUND: Patrol Offi cer, Corporal, 

K-9 Handler, and Sergeant.

THE EXPERIENCE TO LEADAs your Sheriff, I will modernize the department with body 

cameras, utilize zoning to reduce response time county-wide, 

reduce recidivism by implementing second chance life skills 

programs for inmates, prioritize mental health resources, 

and lean on my narcotics background for aggressive drug 

enforcement. I will implement these programs while saving 

taxpayers money by utilizing grant programs. The citizens of 

Carroll County deserve a Sheriff with the proven leadership 

experience to be ready on day one.

PLEDGE

In April 2001, I fell in love with law enforcement right here in Carroll County. I started my journey as a Reserve Deputy 
with the Carroll County Sheriff’s Department, driven by a simple desire to serve. Now, after 25 years and numerous 
hours of leadership training, I am coming back to fi nish where I started — bringing the experience of a Chief back to 
the Department that fi rst gave me a badge.

FULL CIRCLE

I HUMBLY ASK FOR YOUR VOTE FOR SHERIFF ON AUGUST 6, 2026

PAID FOR BY RYAN WHITE FOR SHERIFF. CARRIE HOLLOWELL, TREASURER.

FASTER EMERGENCY RESPONSE: Implement 

Strategic County Zoning to ensure rural areas receive 

the same fast response as towns.

MODERN ACCOUNTABILITY & TRANSPARENCY:
Implementing body cameras, increased deputy training 

and communication with the public.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY: Save taxpayers money 

through grants while implementing new programs.

AGGRESSIVE DRUG ENFORCEMENT: Leveraging years 

of experience as a narcotics investigator working with 

and alongside local, state and federal agencies. 

JAIL REFORM: Reduce recidivism by implementing 

“Second Chance” life-skills programs for inmates and 

utilizing mental health services.

COMMUNITY INVESTMENT: Launch a county-wide 

Shop with a First Responder program.

TOP PRIORITIES

Scan the QR code to Like/Follow 

Ryan White for Sheriff on Facebook!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

A SHERIFF FOR ALL OF CARROLL COUNTY

RYAN

WHITE
FOR CARROLL COUNTY

SHERIFF GENERAL ELECTION AUGUST 6, 2026
EARLY VOTING ENDS SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
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