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Agrees to Disharment

PARIS — Michael Ainley, a Par-
is-based attorney, pleaded guilty to
lesser charges and has agreed to be
disbarred from practicing law.

Judge Roy B. Morgan, Jr. accepted
an amended plea to lesser charges
during a hearing in Henry County.

With counsel present the De-
fendant offered to enter a plea of
Guilty pursuant to a negotiated best
interest (Judicial Diversion) plea
agreement and to be sentenced
as follows, pending the approval/

McKenzie's Dr. Brooke Spivey Named
Young Optometrist of the Year

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

1. Brooke Spivey Buress,

of Spivey Eye Clinic, was

named Young Optom-

etrist of the Year at the
Tennessee Association of Optomet-
ric Physicians Annual Congress this
past October.

Dr. Spivey is an alumna of McK-
enzie High School, the University
of Tennessee at Martin and the
Southern College of Optometry.
She began her practice shortly af-
ter graduating with honors in May
2021, joining Spivey Eye Clinic and
continuing the legacy her father and
grandfather built in McKenzie.

In her fourth year of practice,
Dr. Spivey said she was “extremely
honored and humbled” to be named
Young Optometrist of the Year, rep-
resenting the best of optometry’s
next generation.

While presenting the award, Ten-
nessee Association of Optometric

See SPIVEY on Page 3

United Way Installs
Little Free Library

Near Splash Pad

MCcKENZIE (November 19)

for children and families.

Located on-site at the McKenzie Sta-
tion Splash Pad Park, the Little Free
Library is open to residents and com-
munity members of all ages — providing
free, around-the-clock access to books.
The initiative supports United Way'’s
ongoing efforts to promote early literacy
and a lifelong love of reading across West

Tennessee.

“Our goal is simple: we just want to

— United i oy &f’wu 5
Way of West Tennessee and the City
of McKenzie have partnered to bring a
new Little Free Library to the McKenzie
community, expanding access to books

On 15 Federal Child
Exploitation Offenses

JACKSON (November 19) — A
federal grand jury in Jackson,
Tenn., recently returned an in-
dictment charging a McKenzie
man with multiple federal child
sexual exploitation offenses, ac-
cording to a press release from
the Henry County Sheriff’s Office.
United States Attorney D. Michael
Dunavant announced the return
of the indictment today.

acceptance of the application for
Judicial Diversion by the Tennessee
Bureau of Investigation (TBI):

Count 1: charged - Sexual Battery
by an Authority Figure (Felony C),
amended to Assault; (Misd. A), 11
months 29 days, RCS 75%, No Fine.

Count 2: charged - Sexual Battery
(Felony E), amended to Assault;
(Misd. A), 11 months 29 days, RCS
75%, No Fine.

According to the indictment,
John A. Bell, 59, is charged with
14 counts of using and employ-
ing a minor to engage in sexually
explicit conduct for the purpose
of producing a visual depiction of
such conduct and a single count
of possessing a cell phone that
contained visual depictions of

See GUILTY on Page 3 See INDICTED on Page 3

McKenzie
Industrial
Board Elects
New Officers

McKENZIE (Novem-
ber 20) — The McKenzie
Industrial Board elected
new officers for its Exec-
utive Committee during
the November 20 meeting.
John Wright was elected
as chairman, Chuck Sis-
son as vice-chairman, and
Mark Anderson II as secre-
tary. The three will lead the
appointed nine-member
volunteer board, alongside
Monica Heath, the full-time
executive director.

See ELECTS on Page 3

CARROLL
County Electric
To Have New

Hours in 2026

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (Novem-
ber 20) — Beginning Janu-
ary 2, 2026, business hours
for the Carroll County Elec-
tric Department will shift
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. to 7:30
a.m.-4 p.m., a change ap-
proved by the board during
Thursday’s regular monthly
meeting.

The proposal was pre-
sented by General Manager
Ryan Drewry, prompted by
the observation that many
customers routinely come
in the morning and must
wait for the office to open at
8 a.m., while few customers
come during the 4-5 p.m.
hour.

Another change to hours
will affect linemen specif-
ically during the summer.
From June through Au-
gust, linemen will work
from 6 a.m.-2:30 p.m. to

Dr. Brooke Spivey Buress is pictured with her award.

Jennifer Medford stocked McKenzie’s newly-installed Little Free
Library with children’s books. She and her husband painted

See LIBRARY on Page 3

the library to represent United Way’s brand colors. Photo by

See HOURS on Page 3
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Mike Cary Participates in WestStar Leadership

MARTIN — Mike Cary,

president of Carroll Bank
and Trust, is a member of

the UT Martin WestStar
Leadership Program’s Class
of 2026. Participants in the
UT Martin WestStar Lead-
ership Program will take
part in learning sessions
throughout the school year,
starting with an opening re-
treat December 11-12. Ses-

sions are held at different
locations throughout West
Tennessee and include
topics like the humanity
of leadership, education,
community development
and tourism. Information
about WestStar is avail-
able by calling the West-
Star Leadership Program at

731-881-7298.

Ryan White Participates
In WestStar Leadership

MARTIN — Ryan White,
chief of police in the McK-
enzie Police Department, is
a member of the UT Martin
WestStar Leadership Pro-
gram’s Class of 2026. Partici-
pants in the UT Martin West-
Star Leadership Program will
take part in learning sessions
throughout the school year,
starting with an opening re-

treat December 11-12. Ses-
sions are held at different
locations throughout West
Tennessee and include
topics like the humanity of
leadership, education, com-
munity development and
tourism. Information about
WestStar is available by call-
ing the WestStar Leadership
Program at 731-881-7298.

b, EA;

()

e CTHE ROTARY CLUB
OF MCKENZIE

Tt DISTRICT 6760

ray
TOTHE
ORDEROF

Rotary

yor Sheewith 0 Ce p,\

-

pare_Nov. 18 2628

MKenzie. Police Fiee & Resewe | (fo00.00_
e Thousand 4 ®fieo —————DoLLARS

McKenzie Rotary Donates $1,000 to First Responders’ Christmas for Kids. Pictured
are General Sessions Judge Michael King (the guest speaker), Rotarian Kim Webb,
Rotary President Ricky Price, McKenzie Police Chief Ryan White, McKenzie Fire-
fighter/EMT Lacey Lane, and Assistant Fire Chief Roger Christian.

McKenzie Rotary Club Donates $1,000
To First Responders’ Christmas for Kids

The McKenzie Rotary
Club and the Fannye Bax-
ter Moore Fund combined
resources to donate $1,000
to the McKenzie First Re-
sponders Christmas for Kids
program.

The local club is actively
supporting the third annual
event that provides Christ-
mas gifts for children.

McKenzie Police Chief
Ryan White and McKenzie
Fire Department Assistant
Chief Roger Christian along

with firefighter/EMT Lacey
Lane accepted the giant
facsimile check from Rotar-
ian Kim Webb and Rotary
President Ricky Price.

Chief White said the local
first responders worked with
Beta Sigma Phi’s Angel Tree
Project to assure children in
the McKenzie community
have a wonderful Christmas.
Jennifer Waldrup has helped
with the Angel Tree Project
for probably 30 years, ac-
cording to White.

Approximately 60 kids are
lined up for the shopping
spree on December 15. The
kids will go to Walmart with
first responders - police, fire-
fighers, TWRA agents, THP
officers, and others.

The first responders also
support the Angel Tree
project and will support
another 20 kids at $100 per
child. A total of 80 kids are
supported through com-
bined efforts.

Marketing students from the Carroll County Technical Center are collaborating
with the Huntingdon Historical Society — (L to R): Chevy Robinson, Kainan Moore,
Ms. Hillary Clifft, Daniel Campbell, featured speaker Mr. Hershel Wilkes, Greenlee
Hilliard, Mahogany Pratcher and Colt Luther. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Wilkes Teaches Huntingdon Historical
Society About the Armed Forces

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (Novem-
ber 19) — The Hunting-
don Historical Society met
Wednesday to hear Mr.
Hershel Wilkes present
an informational program
honoring the military and
recognizing Veterans Day.

Wilkes, a military veteran
himself, served two years
of active duty. He spent
the last eleven months of
his service in Vietnam as
an Infantry Squad Leader.
Upon his homecoming, he
joined the Tennessee Na-
tional Guard, of which he
remained a member for 34
years before his retirement.

Wilkes’ presentation be-
gan as a historical lecture,
teaching all in attendance
about each branch of the
military, their structures,
duties and cultures. The
second half of his presenta-
tion was a tribute to the vet-
erans of the United States

Mr. Hershel Wilkes, a
military veteran, spoke
with the Huntingdon His-
torical Society about the
branches of the military
and presented a tribute to
veterans. Photo by Lynd-
sey Summers/The Banner

Armed Forces.

“On June 14th, 1775, the
Continental Congress es-
tablished a regular army.
Over 250 years since, over
41 million men and women
have worn the service uni-

form,” said Wilkes. “Those
41 million [people] who
have served their country
well and honorably...de-
serve our praise, our re-
membrance and our grati-
tude for the sacrifices they
have made.”

Huntingdon High School
vocational students from
the Carroll County Techni-
cal Center’s marketing class
attended Wilkes’ presenta-
tion, marking the first day
of the class’ collaboration
with the Huntingdon His-
torical Society. Hillary Clifft,
marketing teacher, assisted
student Colt Luther in re-
cording the presentation for
the society’s YouTube chan-
nel. She will teach her class
the skills needed to grow
the Huntingdon Historical
Society’s digital presence.

The Huntingdon Histori-
cal Society will not meet in
December. The next meet-
ing is in January, and Joe
Norval will be the featured
speaker.

NEWS

Carroll County Christmas Parades

The Christmas season
has arrived. Several Car-
roll County towns have
announced the dates of
their highly-anticipated
Christmas parades, begin-
ning December with festive

celebrations.

The Town of Clarksburg’s
Christmas parade is Thurs-
day, December 4, at 7 p.m.

The City of McKenzie’s
Christmas parade is Satur-
day, December 6, at 4 p.m.

The Town of Hunting-
don’s Christmas parade is
Monday, December 8, at
6:30 p.m.

The Town of Trezevant’s
Christmas parade is Mon-
day, December 8, at 7 p.m.

McKenzie Special School Board to
Consider Tenure, Director Contract

McKENZIE — McKen-
zie Special School Board
of Education convenes on
Tuesday, December 2, 5
p-m. at 114 Bell Avenue.

On the agenda is:

*Approval of teacher
tenure

*Discussion on Direc-
tor Justin Barden’s em-

ployment contract

*Approval of budget
amendments and the di-
rector’s report.

Superintendent Issues Update
On Threat Against MSSD School

MCcKENZIE (November
20) — Thursday afternoon,
McKenzie Special School
District Superintendent Dr.
Justin Barden released a
statement regarding a po-
tential verbal threat made
by a McKenzie High School
student. Upon investiga-
tion, Homeland Security
determined there was no
credible threat to the safety
of students or to McKenzie
High School.

Below is a letter from
Dr. Barden regarding the
incident:

McKenzie High School
Parents, Students, and Staff,

We are writing to inform
you about a situation that
was reported late Wednes-
day evening involving a po-
tential verbal threat made
by a MHS student.

The report was initial-
ly made to the McKenzie
Police Department, who
then contacted Homeland
Security.

Homeland Security im-
mediately engaged with
the student and their fami-
ly to begin an investigation.
Based on their findings,
Homeland Security deter-
mined there was no cred-
ible threat to the safety of
students or the school.

Out of an abundance of
caution, MHS and district
administration continued
the investigation Thursday
morning. Again, no credible
threat to student or school
safety was found.

In accordance with Ten-
nessee law, school districts
are required to notify fam-
ilies any time law enforce-

ment is contacted in con-
nection with a potential
school threat. We want to
assure you that the safety
and wellbeing of our stu-
dents and staff remain our
top priority. We are grateful
to McKenzie PD, Homeland
Security, and other local
law enforcement partners
for their swift response and
ongoing collaboration.

We encourage our stu-
dents, staff, and community
members to continue re-
porting any safety concerns
they may have. Sharing con-
cerns quickly allows us to
investigate thoroughly and
respond appropriately.

Thank you for your con-
tinued support in helping
keep our school community
safe and for your attention
to this update.

Respectfully,
Justin Barden
Director of Schools
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McKenzie Mayor Ryan Griffin tells McKenzie High School students about
theDEPOT. Photo by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

Applications Open for
theDEPOT Retail Incubator

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS

Isummers@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE — Entrepre-
neurs, unite. Applications
are now open for aspiring
business owners to jump-
start their entrepreneur-
ial journeys and become
one of the first to move
into theDEPOT, McKen-
zie’'s new downtown retail
incubator.

theDEPOT, situat-
ed between McKenzie’s
Splash Pad and the rail-
road tracks, used to be a
working train depot. Over
the years, as train travel
became obsolete for the
common man, the build-
ing found different pur-
poses. Once the home of
the McKenzie Industrial
Board, the building now
sits as a city-owned event
space, bringing in about
$2,500 per year for the city.

Though McKenzie's
downtown area has be-
come a breeding ground
for retail and food spaces
in the past year, McKenzie
Mayor Ryan Griffin said
the city still loses almost $8
million in food and retail
spending to nearby cities
and online storefronts.

“Downtown has started
to pick up momentum,”
said Griffin. He began to
think, “How do we build
up on that? How do we
create an environment
where folks want to start
a business — and where
McKenzie customers will
support it?”

Looking at the depot
building, Griffin found his

answer.

The building is divided
into four rooms — each
with its own outdoor en-
trance. The rooms each
have an attached private
restroom, and one has
an attached kitchen area.
They each have their own
air conditioner and me-
ter. Three rooms are ap-
proximately 500 square
feet, and one is about 700
square feet.

Mayor Griffin and sev-
eral city officials realized
the rooms would be great
storefronts for new retail
startups. After conversa-
tions with Paul Taylor, with
Taylor Investments out of
Jackson, the idea began to
take shape. The building,
renamed theDEPOT, will
soon become a retail incu-
bator, or a small business
launchpad, for dreamers
to give their business ideas
atry.

Each room will cost
about $500-$600 month-
ly in rent, and the City of
McKenzie will help owners
with some marketing ef-
forts. The only stipulations
are that the business must
be in the food or retail in-
dustry, and the business
must be open to consum-
ers for more than three
days per week — including
Friday or Saturday

The lease will have the
option to renew each year,
with a two-year limit in the
building.

In a discussion with high
school students, Mayor
Griffin said there is no age

restriction on the lease. If
someone under the age of
18 has a winning business
idea, their parents must
approve before they sign
the lease.

Right now, in the early
stages of theDEPOT, May-
or Griffin said his ultimate
goal is to get people think-
ing: “What can we open
here?”

“Maybe you just started,”
Griffin said. “Maybe the
concept is in your head.
We can help point you to
someone who can help
flesh out that business
plan”

The Main Street Com-
mittee, which is made up
of business owners down-
town, will review appli-
cations as they come in.
Mayor Griffin plans for
theDEPOT businesses to
open to customers in April
2026.

While open to all ideas
and efforts, Griffin said the
committee will favor entre-
preneurs who have already
built their business out of
their homes or online, giv-
ing them a storefront to at-
tract more local customers.

The City of McKenzie
posted applications for the
retail incubator on Face-
book on Thursday, No-
vember 13. Applications
are open now through
January 31, 2026. Once
applications close, the
Main Street Committee
will move forward with
interviews before choosing
the first four businesses to
move into theDEPOT.
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Free Senior Christmas
Dinner, Dance is December 2

A free Christmas din-
ner and dance for area se-
nior citizens is Tuesday,
December 2 at the Car-
roll County Civic Center,
201 Fairgrounds Road,
Huntingdon.

The event is sponsored
by the Carroll County Of-
fice on Aging, the McK-
enzie Senior Center and
Lakeside Senior Living
Community.

Doors open at 5 p.m. for

friendship and fun. Dinner
is served at 5:45 p.m., and
live music by the Trailblaz-
er Band begins at 6:30 p.m.

There will be an ugly
sweater contest and door
prizes.

Gasoline Prices Decrease During Week

TENNESSEE (Novem-
ber 24) — Average gaso-
line prices in Tennessee
decreased 6.0 cents per
gallon in the last week,
averaging $2.60/g today,
according to GasBuddy’s
survey of 3,821 stations
in Tennessee. Prices in
Tennessee are 1.1 cents
per gallon higher than
a month ago and stand
8.0 cents per gallon low-
er than a year ago. The
national average price
of diesel has increased
by 0.8 cents from a week
ago and stands at $3.777
per gallon.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheap-
est station in Tennessee
was priced at $2.22/g
yesterday while the most
expensive was $3.69/g, a
difference of $1.47/g. The
lowest price in the state
yesterday was $2.22/g
while the highest was
$3.69/g, a difference of
$1.47/g.

The national average
price of gasoline is un-
changed in the last week,
averaging $3.03/g today.
The national average is
down 2.0 cents per gal-
lon from a month ago. It
stands 2.5 cents per gal-
lon higher than a year
ago, according to Gas-
Buddy data compiled
from more than 11 mil-

lion weekly price reports
covering over 150,000
gas stations across the
country.

Historical gasoline
prices in Tennessee and
the national average go-
ing back ten years:

November 24, 2024:
$2.68/g (U.S. Average:
$3.01/g)

November 24, 2023:
$2.85/g (U.S. Average:
$3.24/g)

November 24, 2022:
$3.11/g (U.S. Average:
$3.55/g)

November 24, 2021:
$3.09/g (U.S. Average:
$3.40/g)

November 24, 2020:
$1.84/g (U.S. Average:
$2.11/g)

November 24, 2019:
$2.27/g (U.S. Average:
$2.60/g)

November 24, 2018:
$2.31/g (U.S. Average:
$2.54/g)

November 24, 2017:
$2.26/g (U.S. Average:
$2.50/g)

November 24, 2016:
$1.93/g (U.S. Average:
$2.11/g)

November 24, 2015:
$1.89/g (U.S. Average:
$2.05/g)

“Ahead of the peak of
Thanksgiving travel, the
national average has re-
mained relatively steady,
holding close to where

it's been for the last few
weeks,” said Patrick De
Haan, head of petroleum
analysis at GasBuddy.
“With refinery main-
tenance wrapping up,
we're likely to see more
relief soon, particularly
in the Great Lakes and
West Coast regions. While
Washington and Ore-
gon may still see issues
related to the Olympic
pipeline shutdown, the
broader outlook is prom-
ising— especially with oil
prices dipping below $60
per barrel. Many states
could begin to see fur-
ther declines in the weeks
ahead, just in time for the
holidays.”

GasBuddy is the au-
thoritative voice for
gas prices and the only
source for station-level
data. GasBuddy’s survey
updates 288 times every
day from the most diverse
list of sources covering
nearly 150,000 stations
nationwide, the most
comprehensive and up-
to-date in the country.
GasBuddy’s averages,
graphs, maps and histor-
ical pricing data covering
the U.S. and Canada is
available 24/7 at http://
prices.GasBuddy.com.

SOURCE GasBuddy

Elects

...From Front Page

These new officers
replace Joel Washburn,
the outgoing chairman,
Ricky Price, the outgoing
vice-chairman, and Den-
nis R. Coleman, the out-
going secretary, whose
terms will end on Decem-
ber 31.

Mayor Ryan Griffin
plans to submit three
nominations to fill the
vacant board seats at
the McKenzie Mayor
and Council’s December
meeting. He intends to
propose Chris Nelson,
LaDona Herrin, and John
Hodgson for six-year
terms on the board.

During the November
meeting, the Board also
discussed the situation

regarding Cachengo, the
owner of the former McK-
enzie hospital building.
The company’s future
plans for the building,
which has been used as
a data center, remain un-
clear. Recently, Cachen-
go corporation replaced
its local management
officials, the Ash Young
family. Local Cachengo
employees have reported
not being paid.

Library

...From Front Page

put books in the hands of
children and their fami-
lies,” said Kaitlyn Mingle,
director of early educa-
tion initiatives at United
Way of West Tennessee.
“We are grateful for part-
nerships that allow us to
do so, ensuring that every
child has the opportunity
to experience the joy of
reading”

The project was made
possible through the gen-
erous donation of materi-
als from Forcum Lannom
Building Materials, Delta
Siding and Carroll County

Lumber, as well as the
design and construction
expertise of students and
instructors at the Tennes-
see College of Applied
Technology (TCAT) in
Newbern.

The Little Free Library
is stocked with a variety
of titles for all reading lev-
els, from board books for
young readers to chapter
books and family-friendly
adult novels. Community
members are encouraged
to take a book and leave
a book to help keep the
library full and diverse.

This installation is part
of United Way'’s larger lit-
eracy initiatives, which
includes programs such
as “All Star Readers”and
the “WOW Wagon,” both

designed to encourage
independent reading
among young learn-
ers throughout West
Tennessee.

Established in 1941,
United Way of West Ten-
nessee is a nonprofit or-
ganization that mobilizes
communities to action so
all can thrive. It serves
15 counties in West Ten-
nessee with a focus on
health, youth opportuni-
ty, financial stability and
community resiliency.

For more information
about United Way of West
Tennessee’s early literacy
efforts or to learn how
you can donate books,
visit www.uwwt.org

Hours

...From Front Page

avoid the hottest part of
the day. Managers will
have discretion to adjust
those hours in May and
September as well when
temperatures merit it.

Drewry surveyed all
employees anonymous-
ly to gauge each of the
changes, and the over-
whelming majority (90-
plus percent for each)
were in favor of the new
hours.

Drewry and Operations
Manager Danny Toombs
proposed a change in
the department’s right-
of-way contractor from
Davey Tree to Xylem I,
LLC. Xylem offers lower
costs, newer equipment
and better regional sup-
port. Estimated annual
savings from the shift are
around $53,000. Toombs

recommended that Xylem
retain the current local
crew members working
under Davey Tree.

The board unanimous-
ly approved the change.

Also approved was re-
newal of employee group
health insurance through
Blue Cross Blue Shield.
S&S Insurance agent Ja-
cob Smothers was pres-
ent to offer insights into
changes and options and
to answer any questions
from the board. He ex-
plained that the rate in-
crease of 16.17 percent
was in line with other
businesses of a similar
size in the area.

Board members
lamented the increase,
but Drewry noted that
the better-than-expect-
ed savings from the new
solar farm would prevent
the insurance hike from
impacting electric rates.

Drewry also reported
some potentially nega-

tive news on the Leach
substation project. Pre-
liminary results of the
environmental survey
indicate that the depart-
ment could potentially
be forced to purchase up
to $50,000 in mitigation
credits due to non-iso-
lated wetland on the
project site. The matter
is now in the hands of
the State, who will deter-
mine the department’s
requirements.

This development has
delayed the start of dirt
work at the site, now ten-
tatively to begin in Feb-
ruary. Drewry told The
Banner that the overall
projection of completion
by late 2026 shouldn’t be
affected.

The meeting adjourned
after 30 minutes. Board
member Paul Moore was
absent.

The board next meets
on Thursday, December
18 at 2:30 p.m.

United Neighbors Seeks Winter

Clothing, Food Donations

McKENZIE (November
19) — McKenzie-Carroll
County United Neighbors
is asking for donations of
winter coats and clothes,
canned ravioli, canned
meat, oatmeal, Pop-Tarts
and similar breakfast foods
at this time. Employees re-
quest that people bring in
their donations during open

hours.

The thrift shop and dona-
tion center, located at 2455
Cedar Street in McKenzie, is
open from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30
p-m. on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Thursdays, and from 9
a.m. until noon on Wednes-
days. The shop is closed Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday.

Those in need of food

assistance need only bring
their valid paperwork to
the cashier, who will help
set them up with donated
items.

United Neighbors also
has a free food shelf stand-
ing to the side of the cashier
counter, near the entrance.
Anyone may take up to four
items of food per visit.

Two Residential Subdivisions
Up for Final Approval

McKenzie Planning Com-
mission will consider ap-
proval for two residential
subdivisions during its No-
vember 26, 3:30 p.m. meet-
ing at McKenzie City Hall.

The two subdivisions are
located on Como Street and
Kencindot and the develop-
er is Daniel Mueller.

The first is a revised final
plat that has been submit-
ted by the, Marvin Alex-
ander Trust which would
subdivide seven lots and a
parent tract on 14.887 acres.
The parent tract does not
have street frontage, but it
is proposed to access Como
Street via a 50’-wide ac-

cess easement which runs
through Lot 7. The sub-
ject property is located on
Como Street (Tax Map 1,
Parcel 1.02).

It extends from the pick-
leball courts along Como
Street and extends to where
Joy Drive meets Como
Street.

The second subdivision is
three parcels facing Kencin-
dot and adjoining Cherry-
wood Road.

Guilty

Count 3: charged - As-
sault (Misd. B), amended
to Assault; (Misd. C), 6
months, RCS 75%, No Fine.

NEW - Count 4: charged -
Introduction of Contraband

into a Penal Institution
Where Prisoners are Quar-
tered (Felony C), 5 years,
Range 1 Offender, RCS 30%,
No Fine.

All counts run concur-
rently for five years; RCS
30%; ‘Regular’ Probation;
no contact with victims;
Ainley’s property seized is
to be returned. Defendant

will close his law practice
and agrees to permanent
disbarment in all U.S. states
where he possesses a law
license and will not attempt
to reinstate his license in
any state.

A ‘best interest’ plea and
sentencing is Friday, Janu-
ary 9, 10 a.m. at the Henry
County Circuit Courtroom.

Indicted

...From Front Page

minors engaging in sexually
explicit conduct, including
visual depictions involving
a prepubescent minor who
had not attained 12 years
of age engaging in such
conduct.

The indictment concerns
Bell’s alleged acts against
six minors and ranges in
time from the fall of 2021
until October 2025.

This case is pending be-
fore United States District
Court Judge J. Daniel Breen

in Jackson. Bell faces a 15-
year mandatory minimum
sentence and a maximum
sentence of 30 years’ im-
prisonment on each of the
production counts and
a maximum of 20 years’
imprisonment on the pos-
session count. There is no
parole in the federal system.

This case is being inves-
tigated by Special Agent
Eric McCraw, FBI Nash-
ville Division, Jackson Res-
ident Agency, and Lt. David
Andrews with the Henry
County Sheriff’s Office.

If anyone has any addi-
tional information regard-
ing this case or any matter

involving the abuse of mi-
nor children, please contact
the FBI Nashville Division
(615-232-7500) or the Hen-
ry County Sheriff’s Office
(731-642-1672).

Assistant United States
Attorney Josh Morrow is
prosecuting this case on
behalf of the government.

The charges and allega-
tions contained in the in-
dictment are merely accu-
sations of criminal conduct,
not evidence. The defen-
dant is presumed innocent
unless and until proven
guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt and convicted
through due process of law.

Spivey

Physicians President-Elect
Dr. Lisa Privett said, “Dr.
Spivey has shown remark-
able dedication and care,
professional growth and
service to both her com-
munity and our association.
She brings enthusiasm,
compassion and an unwav-
ering sense of purpose to
everything she does.”

Dr. Spivey cares for pa-
tients of all ages and all sea-
sons of life. An advocate for
in-person care, Dr. Spivey’s
greatest lesson she’s learned
since joining Spivey Eye
Clinic is the importance
of connecting with her
patients.

“Nothing can replace the
patient-doctor connection
that in-person care pro-
vides,” said Dr. Spivey. “It
truly makes a difference in
the understanding of the
patient as a whole. Their
personality, the obstacles
they face in daily life, their
proximity or lack thereof to
resources, community —
all of these factors play a
major role in treatment and
management courses we

decide on and how we care
for our patients. Listening to
our patients and taking the
time to educate them also
plays a big role in outcomes.
People rely heavily on their
vision for the majority of
everyday life. We can’t take
that for granted as we care
for our patients.”

Dr. Privett also applauded
Dr. Spivey’s efforts beyond
the exam room.

“Dr. Spivey is an active
advocate for optometry in
Tennessee, showing a will-
ingness to serve and speak
on behalf of her colleagues
through legislative efforts
that protect and advance
our profession,” said Dr.
Privett. “Her energy and
engagement reminds us of
all the strength that comes
from young doctors step-
ping forward to lead.”

In her acceptance re-
marks, Dr. Spivey told her
colleagues, “Optometry has
given me the life I have al-
ways dreamed of”

Since 2021, Dr. Spivey has
grown in both her profes-
sional and personal life. She
and her husband — Corey
Burress, an optician at Spiv-
ey Eye Clinic — welcomed
a baby girl to their family in
November 2024.

“Not many professions
would allow for me to feel
competent both as a profes-
sional and as a mother the
way that optometry has,” Dr.
Spivey said. “My husband,
Corey, and my work fami-
ly are a big part of that as
well. I am surrounded by so
much support”

Dr. Privett said Dr. Spiv-
ey represents everything
she hopes for in the future
of optometry: “Her ability
to balance career, service
and family with grace and
dedication exemplifies the
heart of this award...She’s
not only a rising leader but
a shining example of what
it means to serve others
through our profession.”

Spivey Eye Clinic, locat-
ed at 45 Hospital Drive in
McKenzie, is open Mon-
day through Friday from
8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. (closed
for lunch from noon to 1
p.m.). For a comprehen-
sive list of services, special
testing, instrumentation
and treatments provided
at Spivey Eye Clinic, visit
their website www.spiv-
eyeyeclinic.com. To make
an appointment with Dr.
Brooke Spivey Burress or
Dr. Scott Spivey, call or text
(731) 353-2473.
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Thankful Determmatlon

Itis the time of year where
we count our blessings and
realize all that we have to be
thankful for.

If you stop and really think
about it, you might find that
your blessings outnumber
your struggles.

You might see that when
you focus on the good and
let the shadows fall behind
you, you feel better.

Sometimes it’s hard
to look on the bright side
though. Turn on the news,
it's bad. Hop on social me-
dia, it’s worse. Phone a
friend... you get the idea.

It is hard to have a posi-
tive mindset when you feel
like you are marinating in a
negativity stew.

Thinking positive isn’t
easy, especially if you strug-
gle with depression or grief.

However, it is because of
those things that positivity
is so important.

Choosing to “think posi-
tive” may actually wire your
brain to think positive in the
future.

“Neurons that fire togeth-
er, wire together”

Hear me out...

The phrase is a simplified
version of Hebbian dynam-
ics, a principle in neuro-
science that states that if
two neurons in the brain
are repeatedly activated at
the same time, their connec-
tion becomes stronger. This
process strengthens neu-
ral pathways, making them
more efficient over time,
explaining how the brain
learns and forms habits.
This experience-dependent

neuroplasticity means the
brain can change and adapt
throughout life based on
repeated thoughts, feelings,
and experiences.

How It Works
(Courtesy of Google)
Synaptic strengthening:

When neurons are activated
simultaneously, the con-
nection (synapse) between
them is strengthened.
Repeated activation: The
more often this simultane-
ous firing occurs, the more
efficient the connection be-
comes, leading to a more
ingrained neural pathway.
Neural networks: This re-
peated strengthening forms
networks of connected neu-
rons that fire in a coordi-
nated way, which can be-
come the basis for a specific
thought, behavior, or skill.
Physical changes: This
process isn't just abstract; re-
peated use can lead to phys-
ical changes in the brain,
such as the strengthening of
specific brain regions.

Examples

Learning a new skill:
When learning to play an
instrument, the neural path-
ways associated with that
skill are repeatedly activat-
ed, strengthening those con-
nections until the actions
become more automatic.

Developing habits: Sim-
ilarly, repeating a behav-
ior over and over again
strengthens the “wiring” for
that behavior, making it the
default response.

Practicing gratitude: Re-
peatedly focusing on what

you are grateful for creates
and strengthens specific
neural pathways, making it
easier to process gratitude
in the future.

Translation, your repeat-
ed thoughts and actions
create a well-beaten path
in your brain, each time
you repeat thoughts or feel-
ings, you make the pathway
stronger. You make it easier
and quicker to get there
next time. Your negative
thoughts can make you
more negative over time.
The darkness compounds.

It takes stubborn deter-
mination to break old pat-
terns, but it is possible.

They say you are what
you eat, well, you become
what you think, so change
your mindset.

When you wake up in
the morning, think of three
things you are grateful for.

That’s an easy one, my
feet hit the floor, 'm above
ground and I get to take in
the beauty of this world for
one more day. What are
your three things?

If you start to think the
worst, say “Not today, Sa-
tan!” and try to think of a
positive outcome for the
situation.

You will always find what
you are looking for, so look
for the good.

Brief side quest: A thing
that my family and I do ev-
ery year at Thanksgiving
is list the things we are
thankful for, then we give
thanks for those blessings.
Some things mentioned are:
health, children/grandchil-
dren, family, friends, and a
roof overhead.

Everyone’s list is different
but the idea is the same; fo-
cus on the good and let the
bad fade away.

What are you thank-
ful for? Have a blessed
Thanksgiving.

New Memoir Pays Tribute to McKenzie

McKENZIE (November
20) — A newly-published
memoir, titled “Little Miss
McKenzie: Memories of an
Average Girl in an Average
but Perfect Small Town,”
chronicles the childhood
and youth of McKenzie na-
tive Jennifer Kee Glass, and,
in Glass’ words, pays tribute
to her hometown, which
she considers “average but
perfect”

“When I first began com-
piling all the stories of Little
Miss McKenzie, I wasn’t
even sure where I was head-
ed,” said Glass. “And for the
longest [time], the book was
nameless. And then, sud-
denly, these stories took
shape, and the title just
made perfect sense.”

According to Glass, Little
Miss McKenzie is the city
itself, and like any young

beauty queen, it should be
spotlighted and applauded.
Glass said people from all
aspects of McKenzie life are
parts of her stories.

“They really are the rea-
son McKenzie shines so
brightly in my eyes,” she
said. “Every person men-
tioned shaped me into the
person I am today. That
sounds a little corny, but it
is very true.

Glass said the book fo-
cuses specifically on the
time period of around 1973
until her graduation from
McKenzie High School in
1988.

“I have a lot of cultural
references that I think de-
fine the era, so anyone who
grew up during this time
period will be able to relate
to Little Miss McKenzie’s
stories regardless of grow-

ing up here or not. But it’s
a book for all ages in my
opinion,” said Glass.

A book launch for Little
Miss McKenzie is Sunday,
December 7 at 2 p.m. at the
Happy Book Stack book-
store on the corner of Cedar
and Broadway in McKenzie.

“I welcome all who have
an interest in celebrating
this sweet town and the
people who have made it
so special to join us,” Glass
said. “Many have requested
that I sign their book copy.
I am humbled and hon-
ored to do this at the book
launch”

There will be limited cop-
ies available for purchase
on the date of the book
launch, or anyone planning
to purchase a copy can go
to Amazon.com. The book
costs $14.50.

Inglenook Book Club Hosts November Meeting

McKENZIE (November
12) — The Inglenook Book
Club held its meeting at
the Lakeside Senior Living
Community in McKenzie
at 3 p.m., with 14 ladies in
attendance. Special thanks
to Geneva Johnson and Bev-
erly Mueller for hosting and
serving delicious pumpkin
cheesecake and chocolate
caramel cake, along with as-
sorted snacks and beverag-
es. The Pledge of Allegiance,
club aim, and motto were
recited by all.

November birthdays in-
clude Carolyn Potts and
Beverly Hills Mueller, and
the group sang “Happy
Birthday” to them. President
Gail Mack called the roll
and read the October min-
utes, which were approved
as read. Treasurer Donna
Ward followed with the trea-
surer’s report, which was
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also approved. The chairs
for Sunshine, Telephone,
Publicity, and Membership
each presented their reports.
There are vacancies for new
members, so please let Su-
zanne Howell know if you
have someone interested in
joining.

In unfinished business,
the final plans for the De-
cember Christmas luncheon
were completed. In new
business, Peggy Chappell
announced the new slate of
officers for 2026. All officers
will remain for the new year,
except for the book-passing
chair. Please submit the title
and author of your book for
the 2026 reading so it can
be included in the program
book.

Geneva Johnson gave a
presentation on the book
club’s history to fill in for
Suzanne Russell, who was
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out of town. She discussed
how the club was first orga-
nized in June 1900, with its
first group gathering on July
4,1920. It was an interesting
presentation, full of history.

Mary Newman continued
with book passing, with the
next book passing scheduled
for November 26. She an-
nounced that the next meet-
ing will be on December 10
at Lakeside at noon for the
annual Christmas luncheon.
Everyone is asked to bring
individual food items for
school donations. Carroll
Arts will host a Christmas
concert on December 4 at
7:00 PM at the Park Theatre.

All recited the Bene-
diction, and the meeting
adjourned.

Respectfully submitted by
Recording Secretary, Beverly
Mueller.

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

Mr. Paschall Understood
Those Atwood Boys

Ah, Thanksgiving is
here. What a special time!
The meal is carefully laid
out. Family is gathered
around the table. Memo-
ries entwine themselves
in the aroma of home-
made dressing, honey
baked ham, and Aunt
May White’s exquisite
sweet potato casserole.

Surely, our cup runneth
OVer....

Being thankful for the
many blessings showered
upon us is the order of
the day. And, at some
point during the meal,
or shortly thereafter, we
start around the room,
counting our blessings
one by one.

If yall don’t mind, I will
go first. T am blessed NOT
to be the oldest brother.
Leon would lean his ear
against the wall in the hall
between the bedroom
and the kitchen. And just
stand there. After a while
he would motion me over,
stick my ear to the wall
and whisper, “L-i-s-t-e-n!”

I'd strain with all my
might for an inordinately
long time, “Leon, I don’t
hear anything.”

“Yeah, I know,” he
was still whispering like
something big was going
on, “it has been that way
all day!”

Leon would chase Mr.
Archie Moore’s cows into
the middle of the pond,
then swim out with them
and attempt to ride one
back to dry land. I don’t
know if you have ever
tried to ride a half-drown-
ing cow, but they are not
exactly amendable to the
idea.

He got called up into
the space ship. At first,
I thought it was just an
excuse he made up be-
cause he had stayed out
all night. But then, he
got to wearing tinfoil on
his head with an anten-
na attached to one side.
He'd sit out by the wood-
pile at night and “com-
mune” with something or
somebody.

You would think him
to be half nuts. Unless
you grew up with him.

He was the smartest of
the Colbert boys. By far!
But, as Daddy would say
on many occasions, “Son,
I don’t doubt your circuits
are OK, I just don’t know
what terminal you are
plugged in to.”

I was blessed NOT to
be in our 1951 Chevrolet
when Leon, with Jack-
ie Burns and six girls
aboard, rolled that car
over three times down the
huge embankment built
up for the new highway
to Gleason. He was 15
years old. And the road
was not even paved yet.
It wasn'’t open to traffic.
He had to pull around
the fluorescent orange
covered barricades, two
dump trucks and a road
grader to get out there.

I was blessed the fire
did NOT burn the whole
town down. And I don’t
think I started it. Yogi had
the lighter. We were in
that dry field down by
the big ditch, practicing
hitting the small roller
that would ignite the
thing. Somehow, we got
to throwing the burning
lighter at each other.

The field went up in
flames quicker than a
lightning bolt flashing
across the sky. They man-
aged to save Aunt Jessie’s
house, but it took some
doing. Daddy turned to
me with his soot covered
face as the last hotspots
were being dashed, “Son,
what happened?”

“Well Dad, you know
Leon...”

I was blessed to come
away from the confronta-
tion down in Atwood with
only a cracked rib and a
swollen eyeball socket. I
knew better than to get on
the back of Rollin Trull’s
big Harley-Davidson. He
wanted to see a girl, so we
cruised the short distance
over to Atwood. The girl,
as it turned out, had a
boyfriend who (rightly
so) resented our invasion.

Mr. Paschall, one of
our favorite teachers, had
warned us about “those
Atwood boys” many
times. When they sur-

OPINION

rounded the motorcycle,
I quickly explained I was
the innocent bystand-
er that didn’t know, or
care a thing about, any
girl in town. It was all for
nought.

Mr. Paschall’s warning
flashed across my mind
just as I got hit. Right in
the middle of the fight
Rollin grabbed his bike
and made a startling get-
a-way. As the Atwood
boys’ attention momen-
tarily turned to the roar-
ing engine, flying grav-
el, and fading taillight, I
broke and ran for home.

I passed Rollin and
his big Harley before he
got halfway across Jarrell
Switch Bottom!

I was blessed that I did
NOT marry the girl from
Lexington. There wasn’t
nothing bad wrong with
her. But, bless her heart,
she did have a tendency
to talk about herself. Af-
ter a year and a half, it
dawned on me, it wasn't
always a soliloquy about
her, it was just talking ad
infinitum. She had no
pause button....

I was blessed to find
Northwest Florida early
in life. I don’t hunt, fish,
or own a boat. I cannot
stand the beach—too
much sand! Sunsets are
OK, if you don’t get too
close to the water. You
would think I could find
no cause to stay.... But
the people along the
coast don’t know about
Leon, the big fire back
of Aunt Jessie’s house,
those Atwood boys, or
some talking head from
Lexington.

They think I am nor-
mal. And they have treat-
ed me like kinfolks from
the very beginning.

So, as we pay homage
to this wonderful Thanks-
giving season, let’s make
sure to count every sin-
gle blessing...especially
those that deal with let-
ting sleeping dogs lie....

Respectfully,
Kes
kesley45@aol.com

THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON

Don’t Stop Worrying

One thing you must re-
member is that ANXIETY
AND WORRY feed off each
other. More anxiety pro-
duces more worry. More
worry produces more
anxiety.

It’s not helpful to tell
someone to quit worrying.
Besides, it’s very difficult
to teach someone not to
WOITY.

However, there’s a
technique you can prac-
tice that will keep worry
from contaminating ev-
ery moment of your day.
It'’s called A Worry Hour.
And here's how it works:
You set aside a specific
hour in your day, let's say
7:00 p.m. Nothing is to in-
terfere with you keeping
that appointment—noth-
ing. When Worry Hour ar-
rives, find a solitary place
(your bedroom, a closet,

the bathroom, etc.), and
begin writing down ev-
erything you're worried
about. Write down all the
scary “what ifs?” your anxi-
ety is telling you. You must
not think about anything
else except your worries.
Dwell on them; let your
imagination run wild to
horrible places.

If you get finished before
your hour is up, go back
and read everything you've
written. Concentrate on it.
Add any additional worries
you can think of.

Then, when your worry
hour is up, you must stop.

Make this a regular, daily
practice, even if you feel
like you don't need to. You
must be vigilant. But here
is a very important rule—if
you find yourself worrying
during any other moment
of the day, tell yourself,

“I can't worry about that
right now. 'm supposed to
save it for my Worry Hour”

After you've practiced
this every day for some
time, and you believe sixty
minutes has become too
much time to set aside for
worrying, you can reduce
the Worry Hour by ten
minutes and see how that
works for you.

Going forward with this
practice, you're allowed
to reduce the Worry Hour
to a number that works
for you. And, as challeng-
ing events come and go in
your life, you can increase
it or decrease it based on
your need.

* Taken from The Wit
and Wisdom of David
Johnson, Volume I1: The
Hairy Catfish Caper.

Correction

In the November 18
edition of The McKen-
zie Banner, in the article

“First Responders Laud-
ed for Bravery,” one of the
honored first responders’
names was misspelled.
Mikayla Vincent, a dis-
patcher for the McKenzie

Police Department, was
honored during the No-
vember 13 McKenzie City
Council meeting.

The Banner regrets the
error.
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Obituanies
PATRICIA FAY
WATKINS
1942 — 2025

MCcKENZIE — Funeral ser-
vices for Patricia Fay Watkins
were Saturday, November 22,
2025, at Brummitt-McKenzie
Funeral Home. Interment
was at Mt. Olivet Cemetery.

Mrs. Watkins, 83, entered
her heavenly home on No-
vember 25, 2025. With deep
faith and a gentle spirit, Patri-
cia lived a life rooted in love,
devotion, and grace.

Her passing leaves a ten-
der space in the hearts of all
who knew her, but her family
takes comfort in the promise
of eternal life and the knowl-
edge that she is now at peace
in the presence of the Lord.
She was a member of Grace
Baptist Church.

Patricia was preceded
in death by her husband,
Billy Watkins, with whom
she shared many years of
marriage and faithful com-
panionship; her parents,
Cawthan and Mable Swaf-
ford; and her sister, Martha
Romero.

She is survived by her
brother, Terry Swafford; her
sister, Jacalyn Phifer; her
son, Gary Watkins (Emily);
and her daughter, Lisa Jones
(Mark).

She was a proud and
adoring grandmother to An-
drew, Kyle, Chad, Sophie,
and Emma, and a joyful
great-grandmother to Cur-
ren, Shepherd, Reese, and
Henry.

Her family was her great-
est blessing, and she carried
each of them faithfully in her
prayers.

Patricia will be remem-
bered for her gentle spirit,

compassion for others, and
unwavering love for her fam-
ily. She touched many lives
with her humble heart and
her quiet strength, always
offering comfort, encour-
agement, and a welcoming
spirit. Her gentle presence re-
flected the love of Christ and
brought warmth to many.

Although she will be deep-
ly missed, her family rejoices
in knowing that she is reunit-
ed with her husband, Billy,
and safely in the arms of her
Savior. Her legacy of faith,
love, and devotion will con-
tinue to shine through all
who were blessed to know
her.

May Patricia rest in ever-
lasting peace, and may her
memory be a reminder of
God’s enduring love and the
hope of eternal life.

If you need further as-
sistance, please call Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral
Home at 731-352-4848 or
visit our website at brum-
mittmckenziefuneralhome.
com. +

ATLAS
LANGFORD, JR.
1929 — 2025

HUNTINGDON — Mr.
Atlas Truman Langford Jr.,
96, of Huntingdon, died
Wednesday, November 19,
2025, at his home.

Funeral services were Fri-
day, November 21, 2025, in
the Chapel of Dilday-Carter
Funeral Home. Interment
was at Carroll Memorial Gar-
dens. Brother Jacob Harris
officiating.

Mr. Langford was born on
November 7, 1929, to the
late Atlas Truman Langford,
Sr. and Alice Naomi Rhodes.
In addition to his parents,
he is preceded in death by
his step-father, Clois Mont-
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gomery Rhodes; and one
sister, Beverly Lucille (Dick-
ie) Morford.

He is survived by his wife
of 25 years, Judy Fay Lang-
ford of Huntingdon; and one
half-sister, Patsy Jean Schex-
nayder of Panama City, Fla.

Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

MARY KATHRYNE
PRITCHARD
1942 — 2025

CLARKSBURG — Mrs.
Mary Kathryne Pritchard,
83, of Clarksburg, died Fri-
day, November 21, 2025, at
her home.

Funeral services were
Tuesday, November 25, 2025,
at the Clarksburg Church of
Christ. Burial was in Sellers
Hill Cemetery.

Mrs. Pritchard was born
January 26, 1942, in Hunting-
don, to the late Albert Mat-
thew Peterson and Jewel
Catherine (Holladay) Peter-
son. She was also preceded
in death by her husband,
Thomas Lloyd Pritchard;
a son, Dennis Pritchard; a
brother, James Wylie Peter-
son; and two sisters, Dorothy
Hastings and Alice Gant.

She is survived by a daugh-
ter, Carol Ann Limbaugh
(Mike) of Huntingdon; a son,
David Lloyd Pritchard (Glory)
of Wildersville; six grandchil-
dren; fourteen great-grand-
children; and numerous
great-great-grandchildren.

JOE ALLIN WEBB
1948 — 2025

GLEASON — Joe Allin
Webb, 77, of Gleason, died
at his home on Sunday, No-
vember 16, 2025. His wishes
were to be cremated.

A graveside memorial
service was Saturday, No-
vember 22, 2025, at 11 a.m.
at Hopewell Cemetery in
Gleason.

He was born April 30,
1948.

Mr. Webb is survived by
his daughter, Tamara Webb
of Madison, Tenn. He is also
survived by a sister, Nancy
Smith of Paris, Tenn.; and a
grandchild.

Mr. Webb was preced-
ed in death by his parents,
Woodrow and Clara Webb; a
daughter, Cherish Webb; and
two siblings, Ferrelin Cassidy
and Cloyas Webb.

Williams Funeral Home of
Gleason, Tenn.

MARY EDNA SCATES
1952 — 2025

McKENZIE — Ms. Mary
Edna (McCaig) Scates, 73, of
McKenzie (Big Buck), peace-
fully passed from this life
on Tuesday, November 25,
2025, at Americare Dogwood
Pointe Memory Care in Mi-
lan, Tenn.

Funeral services for Mrs.
Scates were Monday, No-
vember 24, 2025, at Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral
Home. Interment was at
Union Academy Baptist
Church in Big Buck, Tenn.

Ms. Mary was born to the
late William Otto McCaig
and Hazel (Freeman) Mc-
Caig from Dyer, Tenn., on
November 15, 1952.

Ms. Mary was a graduate
of Dyer High School in 1971.
Ms. Mary worked for several
years at ITT in Milan, Tenn.,
before starting a career in
childcare services. These ser-
vices began in her home, but
her legacy began in McLem-
oresville, Tenn., at Happy
Times Daycare Center. She
touched many generations of

children in the West Carroll
Community. Children were
also blessed by her teaching
of God's Word at First Baptist
Church in Trezevant, where
she was a member for many
years. She loved children and
Jesus and did her best to sow
the seed for those she was in
contact with.

Along with her parents,
she is preceded in death by
her husband, David Scates;
three sisters, Dorothy (Mc-
Caig) Slaughter, Judy Mc-
Caig, and Nancy (McCaig)
Carson; two nephews, David
Abercrombie and Randy Ab-
ercrombie; and a niece, Teri
(McCaig) Williams.

David and Mary were
joined in Holy Matrimony
on June 30, 1973, and Mary
stepped in to help raise a
5-year-old little girl, Teres-
sia (Doug) Tidwell. Seven
years later, on November
29, 1980, she had a daugh-
ter of her own, and Teres-
sia got her own little sister,
Melanie (TJ) Herndon. This
love further brought Mary’s
surviving grandchildren,
Hunter “Drake” Herndon,
David (Krista) Hensley,
Brooke (Cody) Gullett, and
Melanie Tidwell. Ms. Mary’s
great-grandchildren are Rid-
gelynn Hensley, Brooxlea
Hensley, Elijah Gullett, May-
cee Gullett, Kilee Tidwell,
and Hayden Wingo.

Ms. Mary is also survived
by her sister, Charlotte (Mc-
Caig) Kizer; and two broth-
ers, Ronnie (Mary) McCaig
and Terry Wayne (Ann) Mc-
Caig; as well as several nieces
and nephews.

A special thanks goes
out to all the nurses, aids,
and staff at Americare Dog-
wood Pointe Memory Care
and AseraCare Hospice for
their love and care for Mom
during this journey. Mom
loved each and every one

of you and I will be forever
thankful for your kind service
to her and our family.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in her
memory to First Baptist
Church, Trezevant, Tenn.,
for VBS supplies and to the
McKenzie Church of Christ
for well drilling in Africa. +

CHARLES SANDERS
1952 — 2025

HUNTINGDON — Mr.
Charles W. Sanders, 73, of
Huntingdon, Tennessee died
Sunday November 23, 2025.

He was born September
24, 1952 to the late Billy
Sanders and Peggy S. Mclver.

He is survived by two sons
John L. (Kim) Sanders and
Jeremy (Laura) Sanders both
of Huntingdon, Tennessee;
one sister Susie (Tommy)
Townsend of Huntingdon,
Tennessee; grandchildren
Leigh S. (Clay) Pinson, Leslie
Sanders, Lindsey Sanders,
Lillian Sanders, Courtney
Sanders and Mason Sanders;
great-grandchildren Darcy
Pinson and Esther Anderson;
two step-grandsons Dako-
ta (Hannah) Anderson and
Christian Bryant.

Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

JANICE ARLEEN
HARDER GIAIMO
1949 — 2025

McKENZIE — Janice Ar-
leen Harder Giaimo, 76, died
Monday, November 24, 2025.

She was born May 30, 1949
in McKenzie to Arvin and
Kathleen (Edwards) Harder.

There are no arrange-
ments at this time. Crema-
tion and a celebration of life
will be at a later date.

Carroll County Participants Log Over 10,600 Miles in Walk

Carroll County residents
once again laced up their
shoes and stepped their way
to impressive achievements
during this year’s Walk
Across Tennessee Chal-
lenge, coordinated by UT
Extension. Over the course
of the eight-week program,
nine teams completed the
challenge and collectively
logged 10,663.31 miles—
more than enough to walk

across the state of Tennes-
see more than 20 times.
The challenge encourag-
es teams to work together
to increase their physical
activity by tracking miles
walked or converted from
various forms of exercise.
This year, seven of the nine
teams surpassed the pro-
gram goal of walking the
approximate 500-mile dis-
tance across Tennessee.

GREENFIELD
MONUMENT WORKS
Est. 1900

731.235.2293
GREENFIELDMONUMENTWORKS.COM

When you're ready, we're here.
No letters, no agents.

Traditional & Custom Headstones
Etchings * Benches * Pet Markers
Cremation Memorials ¢ And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45
Greenfield, TN 38230

A100/TF

8725 Hwy. 436
McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-5769

Monument Co.
Quality Craftsmanship at Comparable Prices

1200 S. Miles Ave. Hwy. 45 at Front St.
Union City, TN
731-885-1033

Milan, TN 38358
731-686-1750

Three Generations
776 Main Street East
Huntingdon, TN 38344

— Griffinand Powell —
MONUMENT WORKS

+ Exquisite Memorials
* Large In-Door Display Rooms
Air Conditioned and Heated
* Expert Craftsman
* Gray & Colored Granite Monuments

- Same Location

986-305

Open Mon.-Sat.
8a.m.to 5 p.m.
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BrRUMMITT-M CKENZIE

FUNERAL

Our funeral plans have

State of Tennessee through Tennessee
Pre-Paid Funeral Benefits Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222
Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811

HOME

the protection by the

A5091/TF

“We had an incredi-
ble group of participants
this year,” said Lacy Yeley,
Family and Consumer Sci-
ences Agent with UT Ex-
tension. “Everyone stayed
committed and motivated,
and their hard work really
shows in these results. I'm
so proud of all the teams.”

The competition among
teams was close, with only
84 miles separating the top

three finishers.

The Roads Scholars
claimed first place with
1,876.47 miles, followed
closely by Sole Survivors in
second place with 1,840.73
miles. The A-Team Sol-
diers of the Walk earned
third place, finishing with
1,792.36 miles.

Individual accomplish-
ments were also celebrat-
ed. Katie Dill earned rec-

Across Tennessee Challenge

ognition as the Top Female
Walker, logging an impres-
sive 356.2 miles. Lance
Shavchuk captured the title
of Top Male Walker with an
outstanding 590.79 miles.

Team captains will be
contacted regarding certif-
icates and prizes for their
groups.

Yeley extended her ap-
preciation to Carroll Bank
and Trust for their contin-

ued sponsorship of the pro-
gram. “Their support allows
us to offer this challenge
each year and encourage
our community to stay ac-
tive,” Yeley said.

UT Extension looks for-
ward to continuing the Walk
Across Tennessee tradition
and inspiring even more
Carroll Countians to get
moving next year.
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RETURN LETTER TO SCHOOL
BY THE FIRST WEDNESDAY IN DECEMBER

***JF NOT IN SCHOOL OR CHILDCARE, RETURN TO
McKENZIE BANNER, 3 BANNER ROW, McKENZIE, TN 38201

ADD A PHOTO FOR $10. Make Checks Payable to McKenzie Banner.
E-mail Letter to SANTA@mckenziebanner.com or Scan QR Code to submit online.

QUESTIONS? EMAIL US OR CALL 731-352-3323
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FREE SENIOR
CHRISTMAS DINNER,
DANCE IS DECEMBER 2

A free Christmas din-
ner and dance for area
senior citizens is Tues-

Jim Adams Drive
Paris, TN * 642-1696 °

WICKED:
FOR GOOD (PG)

Tues. 7:20

THE RUNNING MAN (R)
Tues. 7:25

NOW YOU SEE ME,
NOW YOU DON'T

Tues. 7:35

PREDATOR:
BADLANDS (PG-13)

Tues. 7:35

SARAH’S OIL (PG)
Tues. 7:30
REGRETTING YOU
(PG-13)

Tues. 7:30
INFOLINE
731-642-7171

All Movies Now in é
Digital DLP/HD &
<

McKenzie MiddLle School

WINTER

WONDERLAND
HOLIDAY MART

Saturday, December 6 : 9a.m.-4p.m.

day, December 2 at the
Carroll County Civic Cen-
ter, 201 Fairgrounds Road,
Huntingdon. The event is
sponsored by the Carroll
County Office on Aging,
the McKenzie Senior Cen-
ter and Lakeside Senior
Living Community. Doors
open at 5 p.m. for friend-
ship and fun. Dinner is
served at 5:45 p.m., and
live music by the Trail-
blazer Band begins at 6:30
p.m. There will be an ugly
sweater contest and door
prizes.

LIVE NATIVITY
AT CUMBERLAND
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

McKenzie First Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church is
hosting a live nativity scene
on Wednesday, December
3,5 to 7 p.m. at the church,
16835 Highland Drive. Vis-
itors can walk up or drive
by the live scene featuring
Mary, Joseph, angels, shep-
herds, wise men, and live
animals.

CHRISTMAS
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
AT CUMBERLAND
PRESBYTERIAN

McKenzie First Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
is hosting a candlelight
service on December 24,
7 p.m. at the church, 16835
Highland Drive.

FREE CHILI SUPPER

The McKenzie Church
of Christ is hosting a free
chili supper at the church
building on Highland
Drive, Thursday, Decem-
ber 11, 5 to 6:30 p.m. or
until all food is gone. Dine
in or carry out is available.
The menu includes chili,
hot dogs, chips, cookies

™
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Come shop our30 wonderful vendors booths and a silent auction.

i

$7 tickets at the door.

All proceeds raised will go to McKenzie Middle School. cﬁ

and a drink (dine-in only).
The meal is available to
all who are hungry or in
need of Christian fellow-
ship. Everyone is welcome.
For more information,
contact 731-352-2106 or
731-695-6576.

MMS WINTER
WONDERLAND
HOLIDAY MART

McKenzie Middle School
presents the Winter Won-
derland Holiday Mart on
Saturday, December 6 from
9 a.m. until 4 p.m. in the
gymnasium. Tickets are
on sale now; students will
bring home a form. Tick-
ets are $5 in advance, $7
at the door. Come shop,
eat and celebrate the holi-
day season with the school
community.

CARROLL COUNTY
CHRISTMAS PARADES

Clarksburg - Thursday,
December 4 at 7 p.m.

McKenzie - Saturday, De-
cember 6 at 4 p.m.

Huntingdon - Monday,
December 8 at 6:30 p.m.

Trezevant - Monday, De-
cember 8 at 7 p.m.

A MISTLETOE
CHRISTMAS IS
DECEMBER 4

Carroll Arts, Inc. presents
“A Mistletoe Christmas”
show at the Park Theatre in
downtown McKenzie, Tenn.
on Thursday, December 4
at 7 p.m.

Featuring musical per-
formances by local enter-
tainers, including McKenzie
Elementary School’s Rebel
Singers, Melissa Herris with
Dr. Keith Herris, Gina Rain-
ey, Veronica Giaimo Davis,
Dana Wyatt with Larry Bul-
lion, Isaac Stephen Walker,

and more. Plus, a special
visit from Santa Claus! Ad-
mission $5.

For more information,
please email carrollart-
sinc@gmail.com.

CHRISTMAS
WITH (BETHEL)
RENAISSANCE

The annual musical and
theatrical production with
Bethel University’s Renais-
sance is Friday, December
5, 7 p.m., Saturday, De-
cember 6, 2 p.m,; Saturday,
December 6, 7 p.m.; and
Sunday, December 7, 2 p.m.
For tickets, visit bethelre-
naissance.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The following list of
events was provided by
Carroll County Chamber
of Commerce. Specific in-
formation about events may
be available at a later date.

November 24-30 — Beth-
el University Thanksgiving
break.

November 26-28 — Car-
roll County School Thanks-
giving break.

December 19 — Last day
of fall semester.

THE BREAKFAST
CLUB AT HOMETOWN
HEALTH CLINIC

Everyone is invited to
The Breakfast Club every
Monday from 9-10:30 a.m.
for coffee, snacks, min-
gling and a light activity.
Take the chance to con-
nect and socialize before
getting interactive with
games, light exercise and
fun! Bring a friend and
come make new ones at
Hometown Health Clin-
ic - Pediatrics/Specialty
Entrance. We can’t wait to
see you there!

CALENDAR - GENERAL

CARROLL DEMOCRATIC
PARTY MEETS

The Carroll County
Democratic Party meets
the third Thursday of ev-
ery month at 6:30 p.m. at
12740 Lexington Street,
Huntingdon.

CARROLL REPUBLICAN
PARTY MEETS

Carroll County Republi-
can Party meets monthly
each fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m.
in the Public Safety Building
in Huntingdon.

CARROLL HUMANE
SOCIETY EVENTS

Cat Vouchers

Cat spay/neuter vouch-
ers are always available
for $60. To purchase by
phone for use at Paris
Vet Clinic, call 731-514-
0878 and leave a mes-
sage. These are available
to anyone regardless of
residency. We now offer
cat vouchers to Carroll
County residents for use
at the Huntingdon Animal
Clinic for $60. These must
be purchased in person
at the shelter with cash
or card and proof of resi-
dency required. However,
Carroll Co. residents can
still use Paris Vet Clinic if
preferred.

Dog Vouchers

Dog spay/neuter vouch-
ers are still available for
$60 and must be pur-
chased in person at the
shelter using cash or card.
We have lots of neuters
available so those are
available regardless of
residency. Spay vouchers
are currently for Carroll
Co. residents only and
appointments are backed
up into November. Must
be purchased at the shel-

ter during business hours
Tuesday-Saturday 8 a.m.-
12 p.m. Appointments will
be made at the time of
purchase. The participat-
ing vet clinic is Hunting-
don Animal Clinic. We do
recommend that you have
your pet vaccinated due to
exposure to other animals.
Puppies must be a min-
imum of four months of
age (older if small breed)
at the time of surgery.

McKENZIE TOPS
MEETS WEEKLY

Win over weight with
support and encourage-
ment by meeting with the
McKenzie Chapter of TOPS
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly)
each Monday at 3 p.m. in
the McKenzie Church of
Christ gymnasium. The first
meeting is free. For more
information, call 731-352-
7309. If no answer, leave a
message.

CARROLL COMMISSION
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month, 7 p.m,,
in the Conference Room
of the Carroll County Of-
fice Complex, High Street,
Huntingdon. No meetings
in February and July.

ADULT EDUCATION
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location —
Adult Education Building,
14155 Paris Street. Office
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30
p-m. Classes are offered
for one-on-one instruction
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON.
For more information,
phone 731-364-5481.
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Pineapple Angel Cake

1 (1step) Angel food cake
1 (200z.) can crushed
pineapple with juice

THE ~ McKenzie, Tennessee

VIEW GALLERY WWW.MCKENZIEBANNER.COM
AND AT FACEBOOK.COM/MCKENZIEBANNER

CREATE A [MASTERPIECE

FREE ONLINE ART GALLERY

Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees. Place angel food cake
mix in bowl and add in
pineapple. Beat according
to directions on cake mix
box. Pour into unsprayed
9x13 baking pan. (Do Not
spray pan) Bake for 30 min-
utes. (This is good low-cal-
orie cake, but if you want
it iced, just use prepared
vanilla icing.) Serves 16-20.

’

FRTIST’S NAME

‘PUBLISHED ONLINE ON ©ECEMBER 17, 2025! GO TO WWW.MCKENZIEBANNER.COM & WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MCKENZIEBANNER
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Scroor, Crry

“TEACHER, (GRADE

RETURN ARTWORK TO SCHOOL
BY THE FIRST WEDNESDAY IN DECEMBER

***JF NOT IN SCHOOL OR CHILDCARE, RETURN TO
McKENZIE BANNER, 3 BANNER ROW, McKENZIE, TN 38201

FREE ONLINE ART GALLERY: ARTWORK WILL BE SCANNED & PUBLISHED ONLINE ONLY
E-mail artwork to SANTA@mckenziebanner.com QUESTIONS? EMAIL US OR CALL 731-352-3323

A Different
Macaroni

1 (80z.) package shell
macaroni

1/2 cup whipping cream

1 (80z.) carton shredded
Gorgonzola cheese

1 (100z.) package frozen
green peas, thawed

2 cups cubed ham

Cook macaroni accord-

ing to package directions
and drain. Add cream and
Gorgonzola cheese and
stir until cheese melts.

Fold in peas and ham
and cook on low heat, stir-
ring constantly, 5 minutes
or until mixture is thor-
oughly hot. Spoon into
serving bowl and serve
hot. Serves 10.

b-L¥/25192d

(O) 731-393-0233

(M) 731-333-9272

17636 Highland Drive,
McKenzie, TN 38201

caseydrewry.com

Frontier

FOUNDATION

& CRAWL SPACE era{r

Is thls “normal”"

Clear answers, no pressure -
just a FREE inspection.

$300:

ANY
PROJECT

Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with any other offer or
promotional financing. Must be presented at time of inspection.
Limitations may apply. Expires 11/30/25.

844-978-3001

FrontierFoundations.com



GENERAL

BY CINDY SMITH

Students at West Carroll
Primary School in McLem-
oresville had an exciting
week as they enjoyed cash-
ing in their hard-earned
Dojo points for positive
behavior. These points, col-
lected over the past several
weeks, allowed students to
choose from a variety of
fun rewards. Some popular
options included wearing
a hat to school, bringing
a stuffed pet for the day,
helping out during PE, se-
lecting a surprise from the
treasure box, and several
other special privileges.
The rewards added an extra
boost of motivation and joy
throughout the building.

In addition to the Dojo
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Mrs. Malorie Jo Watkins (center) wears an “I Sur-
vived 67 Days of School” shirt and smiles for a photo
with students (L to R) Olivia Pierce, Kynlee Wilson,
Karsyn Jackson, Everlee Kopiar, River Bynum and
Mary Bell. Submitted photo

celebrations, students
also marked a major mile-
stone—67 days of school.
The combination of re-
wards and celebration cre-

ated a positive atmosphere
and reminded students
that their efforts and good
choices truly make a
difference.

Murray State President Addresses Rotarians

McKENZIE (November
11) — Dr. Ron Patterson,
President of Murray State
University, shares his jour-
ney from being a first-gen-
eration college student
from Corinth, Mississippi,
to his current leadership
role. Speaking to McKenzie
Rotarians, he outlined his
career through coaching,
human services, and vari-
ous roles in higher educa-
tion, highlighting mentors
who guided him.

He detailed Murray
State’s current successes, in-
cluding strong enrollment,
high student retention, and
major construction projects,
such as Jackson Hall. He
also discusses his “listening
and learning” tour, which
identified key themes for
the university’s future—
foremost, community and
academic excellence. He
concludes by inviting the
audience to campus events
and providing an update on
the potential new veterinary
school.

Dr. Patterson was born in
Corinth, Mississippi. He was
a first-generation college
student and the oldest of
three siblings.

A guidance counselor
and football coach, Coach
Sherman, was a vital men-
tor who kept him focused
on education and on the
right path.

He attended Northeast
Mississippi Community
College on a basketball
scholarship for two years.

He then transferred to
Martin Methodist College,

Dr. Ron Patterson, pres-
ident of Murray State
University.

where he competed in bas-
ketball, even against the
Bethel Wildcats.

He graduated from Mar-
tin Methodist College in
1998, having changed his
major three times and taken
five years to complete his
degree.

Patterson began his ca-
reer as a student assistant
basketball coach at Martin
Methodist College. He is
now the president of Murray
State University, where he
has served for five months.

In his first 120 days, he
conducted a listening tour
across the 18-county ser-
vice region, St. Louis, and
Louisville.

Asked two main ques-
tions: “What does Murray
State University do well?”
and “What can Murray State
University do better?”

Held over 30 events and
gathered hundreds of on-
line responses.

Six key themes emerged;
the most prominent is
that Murray State is a
“‘community”’

These findings provide a
roadmap for the university’s
future.

Enroliment and Student
Success

As of October 25, 2025,
enrollment is 9,902 stu-
dents, the second-largest
student body in recent
history.

Students come from 116
Kentucky counties and 49
states.

Growth includes a 13.3%
increase in first-time fresh-
men, nearly a 20% increase
in first-time graduate stu-
dents, and a 165% increase
in international students.

Total enrollment has in-
creased by about 5%.

The new Jackson Hall is
on track to open in the fall of
2026, addressing healthcare
and nursing shortages.

Ground has been broken
for a new Living and Learn-
ing Commons (a residence
hall), with occupancy ex-
pected in two years.

The Centennial Fundrais-
ing Campaign (completed
in 2022) exceeded its goal,
raising over $121.2 million;
more than half will fund
student scholarships.

The Kentucky General
Assembly awarded $60 mil-
lion for a future veterinary
school facility.

The program’s approval
is anticipated in November
2025 or by January 2026 at
the latest.

Once approved, the uni-
versity can proceed with
facility planning, accredita-
tion visits, and determining
the first cohort.

Judge King Gives Update to Rotary Club

MCcKENZIE (November
18) — Judge Michael King,
who presides over Gener-
al Sessions and Juvenile
Court in Carroll County,
Tennessee, recently shared
important information
about how the courts are
operating and the challeng-
es they face. He discussed
the different types of cases
handled in his courts, in-
cluding civil and criminal
matters, as well as changes
in laws that affect court
procedures and probation
practices. He also gave an
overview of what'’s happen-
ing at Carroll Academy,.

The General Sessions
Court is split into two parts:
Civil and Criminal. The
Criminal Court handles
everything from serious
crimes like murder to mi-
nor offenses like speeding
tickets. In these cases, if a
crime is serious enough, it
may go to a grand jury for
further review and possibly
involve higher courts.

On the other hand, the
Civil Court deals with is-
sues like rent disputes,
smaller civil lawsuits (up
to $25,000), and protective
orders. This court is open
for the public to attend.

Juvenile Court operates
differently. Its sessions are
closed to the public and
deal with two main types
of cases: Delinquency,
for youths who commit
offenses like drug use or
skipping school, and De-
pendency and Neglect,
which involves matters like
child custody and parental
rights.

General Sessions Court
also operates Carroll Acad-
emy, a school located at

the Carroll County Office
Complex. The students are
remanded to attend by the
courts or through a special
request from area school. It
serves around 150 students
from several counties, in-
cluding Carroll, Henry,
Benton, and Weakley, and
Milan. It’s goal to educate
and protect students who
are facing various challeng-
es, including issues at home
or problems in school.

The Academy has a ded-
icated staff led by Direc-
tor Renee Sutton, who has
nearly three decades of
teaching experience. The
school offers traditional
high school curriculum,
plus life skills training,
which includes import-
ant lessons on managing
money and understanding
vehicle insurance, aiming
to prepare students for re-
al-world responsibilities.
The goalis to educate young
people in grades 7 through
12 and help them return to
traditional schools on track
academically.

Last year, the school in-
troduced a life skills pro-
gram that students have
found very helpful. The
Academy also partners
with local community col-

leges to offer vocational
training, helping students
explore further education
and career options.

Judge King highlight-
ed that Carroll County is
recognized for its strong
community and family
support, with Carroll Acad-
emy playing a significant
role in keeping kids out of
state custody and provid-
ing them with a safe and
constructive environment.

The CASA (Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates)
program has been estab-
lished to support Juvenile
Court cases. This program
recruits volunteers to ad-
vocate for the well-being
of children in the system.
Recently, several commu-
nity members have become
CASA volunteers, but there
is still a need for more peo-
ple to help, especially as
some areas have a shortage
of volunteers.

A new law now allows
extended support services
for foster youth beyond the
age of 18, recognizing that
many young people need
help as they transition to
adulthood. This change
aims to provide essential
support to those who have
been in the foster care sys-
tem, ensuring they have a
chance to succeed as they
grow older.

Overall, the efforts be-
ing made in the courts and
through programs like Car-
roll Academy and CASA
are aimed at improving the
lives of young people in the
community and ensuring
a safer, brighter future for
them.

Weakley County Leaders, Coaches
Recognized in TSSAA Awards

Strong leadership and
sportsmanship continue
to shine across Weakley
County Schools, reflected
this year in several TSSAA
honors awarded to the
school district’s coaches,
administrators and school
communities.

Director of Schools Jeff
Cupples was named School
System Administrator of
the Year, an honor he says
reflects far more than his
own work.

“I'm grateful for this rec-
ognition,” Cupples said.
“When I look at what it
represents, I see the daily
efforts of our coaches, our
schools and the many peo-
ple who invest in students
across Weakley County.
They're the ones encour-
aging teamwork, modeling
sportsmanship and creat-
ing opportunities that help
students grow. This award
reflects their dedication and
the strength of our school
communities. I'm proud to
be part of that work”

Gleason School was rec-
ognized as an A.FE. Bridges
Divisional Finalist in the
West Grand Division, one of
only 27 schools in Tennes-
see to receive this statewide
honor.

According to the TSSAA,
a school must have zero
reported unsportsmanlike
conduct incidents during
the previous school year

Principal Lee Lawrence represented Gleason School at
the TSSAA West Grant Division Awards. Submitted photo

and must consistently mod-
el a positive culture at all
sporting events to receive
this award. Nominations
come from each athlet-
ic district’s Citizenship/
Sportsmanship Commit-
tee, with final selections
made by the State Selec-
tion Committee. As part of
the recognition, Gleason
School received a $1,500
award to support its athletic
programs.

“I'm deeply honored,”
shared Lee Lawrence, prin-
cipal at Gleason School. “I
want to thank the Gleason
Bulldogs for the way they
carry themselves. Their
sportsmanship and integ-
rity reflect the character of
our athletes, our coaches
and our community; and
I'm grateful to be part of a
program that values doing
things the right way.”

Greenfield’s Tori Liggett
was also recognized as Fe-
male Coach of the Year, a
distinction that highlights
her leadership both on and
off the courts.

“It’s an honor to receive
this,” Liggett said. “I'm
proud to represent Green-
field and Weakley County
Schools, and I'm grateful
for the opportunity to coach
young people who work
hard, show up for each oth-
er, and give their best every
day”

These recognitions—
across coaching, school
leadership and athletic
culture—exemplify what
makes Weakley County
Schools exceptional: peo-
ple who lead with character,
teams who compete with
heart and school communi-
ties that model sportsman-
ship in every arena.

West Carroll

TREZEVANT — West Car-
roll Elementary School fac-
ulty continue their tradition
of celebrating outstanding
students through the SOAR
Awards program. This pro-
gram recognizes students
who exemplify the school’s
core values of Safety, Own-
ership, Achievement and
Respect. Each week, stu-
dents are honored for their
academic effort, positive
character and meaningful
contributions to the school
community.

The Week 11 SOAR Award
was presented to Whitley
White, a fourth grader who
earned the highest number
of dojo points for the week.

Mrs. Beth Hysmith said,
“Whitley has been working
really hard and always tries
her best. She takes her time
on assignments, checks
her work and asks for help
when she needs it. I've seen
so much growth from her
in the last few weeks, and
this previous one was one
of her best. While tackling
division, she worked out
problems carefully and
made sure to ask for help
when she needed it while
still being independent.”

For Week 12, the award
was given to Sapphire Mc-
Minn, also a fourth grader
recognized for her impres-

Recognizes SOAR Students

Weeks 11 and 12 SOAR Students — (L to R) Carly Willis,
Whitley White and Sapphire McMinn. Submitted photo.

sive dojo points.

Mrs. Hysmith said, “Sap-
phire is always excited to
learn each and every day.
She tackles new concepts
with enthusiasm and a pos-
itive attitude. She is kind
and helpful to both her
classmates and her teacher.
During group work, you can
always hear her facilitating
good group discussion with
her tablemates.”

In addition to the week-
ly winners, teachers and
staff selected one student
for recognition across both
weeks. This honor went to
Carly Willis, a fifth grader
admired for her character
and classroom engagement.

Fifth-grade teacher Mrs.
Beth Bridges said, “Carly
has the sweetest personali-
ty. She is kind to everyone,
especially her teachers. In
class, she is always paying
attention and participating
in discussions. She is a very
special student to have in
class, and we are blessed
for it”

Through its SOAR
Awards, West Carroll El-
ementary School facul-
ty proudly highlight the
achievements and positive
contributions of their stu-
dents, inspiring them to
serve as role models for
their peers.

Baptist Carroll Awarded ‘A’ Hospital Safety Grade

MEMPHIS (November
18) — The Leapfrog Group,
an independent national
nonprofit watchdog focused
on patient safety, awarded
five Baptist Memorial hos-
pitals “A” Hospital Safety
Grades for their commit-
ment to patient safety and
quality care.

Baptist Memorial Hospi-
tal-Carroll County, Baptist
Memorial Hospital-Golden
Triangle, Baptist Memorial
Hospital-North Mississippi,
Baptist Memorial Hospi-
tal-Union City and Baptist
Memorial Hospital-Union
County — all earned “A’s”
for fall 2025.

“This is a great achieve-
ment for the five Baptist
Memorial hospitals recog-
nized with “A” Hospital Safe-
ty Grades from Leapfrog,’
said Dr. William Cloud, vice
president and chief medical
officer at Baptist Memo-
rial Health Care. “Baptist
Memorial hospitals have
participated with hospital
rating programs since they
were first developed be-
cause of our commitment
to continuous improvement
and advancing quality care”

Leapfrog assigns an “A;’
“B) “C) “D” or “F” grade

to general hospitals across
the country using evi-
dence-based measures of
patient safety focused exclu-
sively on errors, accidents,
injuries and infections.

“Earning an ‘A’ Grade
means Baptist Memorial
hospitals made a true com-
mitment to put patient safe-
ty first,” said Leah Binder,
president and CEO of the
Leapfrog Group. “We con-
gratulate the leadership,
board, clinicians, staff and
volunteers that all had arole
to play in this achievement”

Founded in 2000 by
large employers and other
purchasers, the Leapfrog
Group is a national non-
profit organization driving
a movement for giant leaps
for patient safety. The Leap-
frog Hospital Safety Grade
stands as the only hospital
ratings program focused
solely on preventable med-
ical errors, infections and
injuries that kill more than
500 patients a day in the
United States. This pro-
gram is peer-reviewed, fully
transparent and free to the
public. Grades are updated
twice annually, in the fall
and spring.

Baptist Memorial Health

Care is one of the country’s
largest not-for-profit health
care systems and the largest
provider of Medicaid in the
region. Consistently ranking
among the top integrated
health care networks in the
country, Baptist Memorial
comprises 24 affiliate hos-
pitals in West Tennessee,
North and Central Missis-
sippi and East Arkansas; a
freestanding emergency de-
partment; more than 7,000
affiliated physicians; Baptist
Medical Group, a multispe-
cialty physician group with
more than 1,500 provid-
ers in 50 specialties; Bap-
tist Cancer Center; home,
hospice and psychiatric
care; walk-in and urgent
care clinics; a network of
surgery, rehabilitation and
other outpatient centers;
and an education system
that includes Baptist Health
Sciences University and a
college of osteopathic med-
icine. Baptist employs more
than 23,000 people, and in
fiscal year 2024 contribut-
ed more than $388 million
in community benefit and
uncompensated care to the
communities it serves.
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Rebels Still Number One as Semifinals Loom

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

NASHVILLE (November
24) — The Tennessee Sports
Writers Association and USA
Today Network announced
football rankings Monday
morning following the quar-
terfinal round of the state
playoffs.

In Class 1A, McKenzie
(12-1) retains the top spot
over South Pittsburg (12-
1). The Rebels earned ten
first-place votes to the Pi-

rates’ six as South Pitt won
their quarterfinal by a large
margin while McKenzie ad-
vanced on a last-minute field
goal. The other two teams
still alive in 1A are number
three Coalfield (11-2, hosting
South Pitt) and number four
Fayetteville (7-5, traveling
to McKenzie). Dresden (9-
3) and South Fulton (9-3),
each eliminated in the sec-
ond round, remain ninth and
tenth, respectively.

In Class 2A, Milan (12-0)
holds on to the number one

spot with a unanimous 16
votes over Marion County
(12-1). Huntingdon (12-1)
sits at number three and will
travel to Milan, while Eagle-
ton (10-3) is fourth and will
host Marion County.

In Class 3A, Westview (12-
0) is the unanimous number
one (16 votes) over Gatlin-
burg-Pittman (13-0). Third-
ranked Tyner Academy (12-
1) travels to Gatlinburg-Pit-
tman, while fourth-ranked
Covington (12-1) goes to
Westview.

MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL

I

|

Above Left, Lady Rebel Kristy Towne pulls up in front of a defender for two points.
Towne led all scorers with 13 points. Above Right, Rebel Seth Stafford scores on a
fast break. Stafford led all scorers with 31 points. Below Left, Lady War Eagle Aliveah
Harrell dodges a defender on a fast break and scores with an off-balance shot. Harrell
led West Carroll with nine points. Below Right, War Eagle Chris Pruitt scores on a fast
break. Pruitt scored a team-high 14 points. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner
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McKeﬁz{‘ie' Sweep

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

ATWOOD (November 20)
— West Carroll Junior High
hosted McKenzie Thursday
for a pair of basketball con-
tests. The Lady Rebels pulled
ahead early and coasted to a
30-19 win. The War Eagles
also fell behind quickly, but
rallied late before the Rebels
sealed a 44-35 victory.

McKenzie Lady Rebels 30,
West Carroll
Lady War Eagles 19

The Lady Rebels jumped
out to a 9-0 lead after the
opening frame, led by Kristy
Towne with four points. Wil-
low Stenberg scored three,
and Macy Brooks had a pair.

McKenzie had a 9-2 ad-
vantage in the second quar-
ter, led by Towne with seven
points. Brooks added a pair.
Annalise Porter had a pair for
West Carroll. At the half, the
Lady Rebels led 18-2.

The third quarter was a
6-6 wash. Aliveah Harrell
scored all six for the Lady
War Eagles. Stenberg had

four McKenzie points, and
Towne added a pair. Enter-
ing the final frame, the Lady
Rebels led 24-8.

West Carroll rallied 11-6
in the fourth for a closer fi-
nal, led by Camilla Jenkins
with six points on a pair of
three-pointers. Harrell also
hit a three, and Kate Jack-
son had a pair. Stenberg led
McKenzie with four points,
and Serenity Bobo had a pair.

Lady Rebel Kristy Towne
led all scorers with 13 points.
Willow Stenberg scored 11.

Aliveah Harrell led West
Carroll with nine points, in-
cluding a three-pointer. Ca-
milla Jenkins scored six on a
pair of threes.

Rebels 44, War Eagles 35

McKenzie had a 10-6
lead after the first frame, led
by Seth Stafford with eight
points. Fisher Allen had a
pair. Chris Pruitt led West
Carroll with four points, and
Kaven Baker had a pair.

The Rebels had an 11-9
advantage in the second
quarter, led by Stafford with
seven points, including a

s W

three. Allen and Lane Brown
each had a pair. Pruitt led
the War Eagles with four
points. Baker scored three,
and Drake Herndon had a
pair. At the half, McKenzie
led 21-15.

West Carroll cut the deficit
with a 12-11 edge in the third,
led by Herndon and Baker
with five points each. Pruitt
added a pair. Stafford led the
Rebels with six points. Brown
hit a three-pointer, and Allen
added a pair. Heading into
the final frame, McKenzie
led 32-27.

The Rebels capped the win
with a 13-8 tilt in the fourth,
led by Stafford with ten
points. Brown added a pair,
and Allen hit a free throw.
Pruitt and Baker each scored
four for West Carroll.

Rebel Seth Stafford led all
scorers with 31 points, in-
cluding a three-pointer. Fish-
er Allen had eight points, and
Lane Brown scored seven
with a three.

Chris Pruitt and Kaven
Baker led the War Eagles
with 14 points each. Drake
Herndon scored seven.

#1 Seed Wildcats Punch Ticket to the Final Site

National Title Hopes Remain Alive

MCcKENZIE — Behind a
blistering first half and a re-
silient closing stretch, the
No. 1-seeded Bethel Wildcats
Men'’s Soccer Team secured
its place at the national fi-
nal site Saturday afternoon,
outlasting Union Common-
wealth 2-1 at Walter Butler
Stadium.

Bethel wasted no time
asserting its top-seed sta-
tus, pouring on pressure
from the opening whistle
and outshooting the visitors
16-5 in the first half. The
breakthrough came in the
13th minute when Stanley
Grand-Pierre slipped a per-
fectly weighted ball across
the box to Freddie Pickford,
who buried the opener to
ignite the home bench.

Just over twenty minutes
later, defender Ishmael Fu-
seini doubled the Wildcats’
lead, smashing home a set-

piece delivery from Roberto
Rangel in the 35th minute to
put Bethel firmly in control.
Union Commonwealth
refused to go quietly. After
regrouping at halftime, they
found life in the 62nd minute
when Donte Campbell head-
ed in a service from Patrick
Taylor, trimming the deficit to
2-1 and shifting momentum.
The visitors launched wave
after wave of attacks, firing 11
second-half shots, but Bethel
goalkeeper Diego Camargo
matched the moment with
seven saves, three of them
late, full-stretch denials.
Bethel’s back line—an-
chored by Fuseini, Sa-Jar
Blair, and Enock Owusu—
held strong through a phys-
ical final 20 minutes that
featured multiple cautions
and tense midfield battles.
The Wildcats finished with
a commanding 30-16 shot

advantage and a 7-2 edge
in corner kicks, evidence of
their sustained control even
as the score tightened.

With the victory, Bethel
improves to 14-1-2 and ad-
vances to the national tour-
nament final site, keeping
championship aspirations
alive. Union Commonwealth
concludes a strong season
at 14-4-4, their rally falling
just short against the nation’s
top seed.

Itis the 12th appearance in
the nationals for Bethel. The
Cats are 11-8-1 all-time in
the tournament. Bethel won
the national championship
in 2007.

Bethel has won five
straight matches. The Cats
outscored their opponents
13-3 during the win streak.

With a 4-1-1 mark, the
Cats won their first-ev-
er Mid-South Conference
championship.

SPORTS « GENERAL

McKenzie Girls’ Baskethall
Organizing Youth League

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

Youth girls’ basketball is
coming to McKenzie this
winter.

McKenzie High School
girls’ basketball Head Coach
Dru Emerson is organizing
youth league basketball for
grades 2-5.

Emerson told The Ban-
ner middle school Head
Coach Kinleigh Harris will
be “heavily involved as will
high school players.

Emerson said the pro-
gram was needed to in-
crease numbers and give

girls an earlier start learning
“such a high-skilled game.”
The coach hopes the league
leads to more sixth graders
trying out for the middle
school team.

“It'll take some time,” he
said. “But, in the future,
you'll see the program
flourish”

The young ballers will
play in the high school and
middle school gymnasiums,
which Emerson hopes will
give them something to look
forward to if they continue
to play.

Five practices will be held
in December, where players

will work on fundamentals.

There will be two play
dates each in January and
February, where teams from
other communities will be
invited to play.

Emerson hopes the
league will parlay into travel
ball in the spring to get the
young players even more
experience.

The coach hopes that in-
volvement in practices and
officiating games will also
be a boon for high school
players aspiring to coach.

The introduction of the
girls’ youth league follows
the creation of a boys’ youth
league last year by high
school Head Coach Justin
Lowery and middle school
Head Coach Colin Lester.
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(L to R) Zelda Windom, Norah Reynolds and Taytum Jenkins.

West Carroll Schools Spotlight
Students of the Week

WEST CARROLL (No-
vember 20) — The West
Carroll Special School Dis-
trict announced its newest
round of students of the
week from its primary,
elementary and junior/
senior high schools. The
three students — Zelda
Windom, Norah Reynolds
and Taytum Jenkins — were
each nominated for their
kindness and hardworking
attitudes.

Kindergarten student Zel-
da Windom is West Carroll
Primary School’s student of
the week, nominated by Ms.
Brittany.

“Zelda is always kind,

looking out for others, pay-
ing attention in class and
working hard in everything
she does,” said Ms. Brittany.

Sixth-grade student
Norah Reynolds is West
Carroll Elementary School’s
student of the week, nomi-
nated by Ms. Marcia.

“Norah stands out not
only for her academic ex-
cellence, but also for the
respect, kindness and care
she shows to others. Norah
has a caring heart,” said Ms.
Marcia.

Eleventh-grade student
Taytum Jenkins is West
Carroll Jr/Sr High School’s
student of the week, nom-

inated by Ms. Sally.

“Taytum demonstrates
many of the qualities listed.
She is always kind to others,
willing to help with what-
ever is asked of her, and
she is a great leader. Tay-
tum got Bible club started.
They meet on Wednesdays
during break. She is a great
example of a West Carroll
Student,” said Ms. Sally.

The West Carroll Special
School District also rec-
ognized West Carroll Ele-
mentary School third-grade
and fifth-grade intervention
teacher April Gonzales as
teacher of the week.

West Carroll honors three
students and one educator
each week for their efforts
in the classrooms.

West Carroll Special School Shines Spotlight
On Dedicated Educator April Gonzales

COURTESY OF
WEST CARROLL SSD

West Carroll Special
School District is proud
to feature April Gonza-
les in this week’s Teacher
Spotlight.

Mrs. April, a passionate
educator from Humboldt/
Milan, Tennessee, is cur-
rently teaching 3rd and 5th
grade intervention at West
Carroll Elementary School
(WCES). With 16 years in
education, including 11
years in classroom teach-
ing, Mrs. April brings both
experience and heart to her
work with students.

Mrs. April earned her
Bachelor of Science in Spe-
cial Education K-12 from
the University of Tennessee
at Martin, with additional
endorsements in General
Education K-6 and English
7-12.

She furthered her edu-
cation with a Master’s in
Teaching and Learning
from Union University and
is currently pursuing her
Education Specialist degree
in School Psychology at Lip-
scomb University.

“I became a teacher be-
cause I wanted to make
a difference in children’s

lives,” Gonzales shared.

“What I enjoy most is the
bonds that are made with
my kiddos, and the excite-
ment when they accom-
plish something or master
a skill we've been working
on. Seeing former students
grow into successful young
adults makes all the hard
days worth it

One of Mrs. April’s favor-
ite classroom memories
highlights her dedication
and joy in teaching.

“I had a student who re-
ally struggled with reading,
especially sounding out un-
familiar words. One day, af-
ter going back and forth on
a tricky word, he finally got
it! I screamed with excite-
ment, which startled him.
He laughed and said, ‘Mrs.
April, you almost gave me a
heart attack!” That moment
reminded me why I teach—
it was huge for him and just
as meaningful for me”

In her classroom, Mrs.
April emphasizes the im-
portance of safety and trust.
“I hope my students know
that I see them and hear
them. They need to feel
comfortable and cared for
before the academics come.
When they trust me, they
want to work hard”

Outside of the classroom,
Mrs. April enjoys spending
time with her family at the
lake or beach.

She has been married
to her husband, Justin, for
21 years, and together they
have six children—Bradley,
Taylor, Brooklyn, Ja'Darius,
Blake, and Lyrik—and two
grandchildren, Paris and
Preston. “I don’t show them
enough, but I don’t know
what I would do without
them,” she said.

Mrs. April draws inspi-
ration from her life verse,
Isaiah 41:9-10:

“I'took you from the ends
of the earth, from its farthest
corners I called you. I said,
‘You are my servant’; I have
chosen you and have not
rejected you. So do not fear,
for I am with you; do not
be dismayed, for I am your
God. I will strengthen you
and help you; I will uphold
you with my righteous right
hand’”

April Gonzales's dedica-
tion, warmth, and unwav-
ering commitment to her
students make her a stand-
out educator and a valued
member of the WCSSD
community.

Lady Cats Remain Perfect
With Statement Win at Home

MCcKENZIE — The Bethel
Lady Cats basketball team
left no doubt Saturday af-
ternoon inside Crisp Arena,
overpowering Texas A&M-
San Antonio 91-51 to re-
main unbeaten and move
to 10-0 on the season.

From the opening tip,
Bethel looked every bit like
a team determined to pro-
tect perfection. The Lady
Cats exploded for a 32-3
first-quarter lead, combin-
ing sharp shooting, relent-
less rebounding, and suf-
focating defense that left
the Jaguars searching for
answers. By halftime, Bethel
had built a commanding
57-9 advantage.

Sophomore stand-
out Mikee Buchanan
delivered a monster per-

formance, pouring in 27
points on 12-o0f-18 shoot-
ing while controlling the
glass with 12 rebounds—her
latest double-double in a
season full of them. Micah
Hart added 16 points and
seven rebounds, continu-
ing her steady and efficient
play, while MJ Simmons
and Adalyn Koelling each
chipped in 11. The three-
point line was friendly as
well, with Bethel knocking
down 12 triples, including
three from Buchanan and
three from Kylie Reynolds,
who finished with nine.
Bethel dominated nearly
every statistical category—
shooting 52.3% from the
field, pulling down 51 re-
bounds, and dishing out 23
assists, a testament to the

team’s chemistry and un-
selfish play. Defensively,
the Lady Cats forced 17
turnovers and held the Jag-
uars to just 26.5% shooting,
including an ice-cold 0%
performance in the opening
quarter.

Texas A&M-San Antonio
found rhythm late, scoring
42 of its 51 points after half-
time, led by Maya Simon’s
14, but the early deficit
proved far too steep.

For Bethel, the formu-
la remains clear—depth,
balance, toughness, and a
confidence that grows with
every victory.

The Lady Cats stay per-
fect, streaking into the
heart of the season with
momentum, identity, and
belief. The Cats return to
action Tuesday at home
against Faulkner Univer-
sity at 2 p.m.



MATTER OF RECORD

Marriage Licenses

Justin Brent Searatt, 44,
of Bruceton, to Nikisha Al-
lene Israel Gipson, 39, of
Bruceton.

Kaleb Christopher Cole-
man, 22, of Huntingdon, to

Allison Drake Parker, 20, of
Huntingdon.

Jason Lamar Taylor,
47, of Atwood, to Emmy
Lynette Donald, 48, of
Atwood.
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McKenzie Police Reports

Brooke Maria Laprade,
29, of Huntingdon, to
Christopher Todd McCar-
son, 29, of Huntingdon.

Michael Lynn Umstead,
60, of Huntingdon, to Rich-
ard Dean Hobby Jr., 60, of
Huntingdon.

Property Transfers

Jeffery and wife Kristin
Gordon to Martin and wife
Lara Montgomery Reyn-
olds. No District listed.

Timothy N. Clifton to
Brandy H. and Monty Pick-
ell and others in District 16.

Jason and wife Rebekah
Pendergrass to Jason L. and
Rebekah L. Pendergrass as
co-trustees in District 16.

Danny Maness to Garrett
James Brown in District 18.

Jane Alice Thomas to
Joshua L. Withrow in Dis-
trict 22.

Richard and wife Barbara
Kay Kee to Guy A. and wife
Kimberly D. Williams and
others in District 13.

Roy Trence Johnson to
Tammy M. and husband
Marlin M. Cathey in Dis-
trict 22.

Melissa K. Cabler to Tox-
ey H. and wife Madison
Hughes Perritt in District 8.

Christy Phillips to Joshua
Phillips in District 10.

Amanda P. Pruitt to

Charles L. and wife Sarah
H. Voegeli in District 13.

Dave and wife Camille C.
Peterson to Timothy J. and
wife Jill A. Nutting Comes
co-trustees in District 6.

Scott Turnman to Larry
D. and wife Bevetrly G. Fowl-
er in District 23.

Janelle Couch to Jason
S. and Misty A. Walker. No
District listed.

John and wife Leigh Ann
Sutton to Brian and wife
Alane Zimny in District 21
and District 5.

Crystal D. Clarke as ex-
ecutor and others to Crys-
tal D. Clarke and others in
District 15.

Marilyn Gooch to Marilyn
and Billy Gooch in District
13.

Regions Bank to Secre-
tary of Veterans Affairs in
District 12.

Kamilah Rentals and Ren-
ovations LLC, A Tennessee
Limited Liability Company
to Jeffrey P. and wife Layra

Brick in District 11.

Jennifer Bickowski to
Jennifer L. Bickowski and
others in District 10.

Sherry Pierce to Sherry
Lynn Pierce and others in
District 22.

Alan B. Cole to Alan B.
and wife Dawn Y. Cole in
District 12.

Terry W. Guy and others
to Greg and wife Tina A.
Rader in District 21.

Dewayne Valentine Un-
derhill to Austin Jones and
others. No District listed.

Angela Dawn Adams
Walters administrator to
Angela Dawn Walters and
others in District 21.

Stephanie Tremmel, as
personal representative, to
Stephanie Tremmel in Dis-
trict 45815.

Nicole M. and husband
Bobby L. Spearman to Don-
ald E. and wife Donna L.
Jackson in District 23.

Jonathan L. and wife Fan-
nie E. Borntrager to Ben-
jamin J. and wife Esther E.
Borntrager in District 23.

Carroll County Sheriff's Reports

Driving on revoked (5th
offense) — On November
13, Deputy Ezell initiated a
traffic stop on a silver 2012
Nissan Altima for a brake
light that was not working
properly. The driver, Terry
Paul Cahill, 34, of Hollow
Rock, was asked for his driv-
er’s license, which deputies
confirmed to be revoked.

Cahill’s license showed
a revocation for failure to
satisfy fines, costs, and taxes,
effective since March 30,
2022, with no reinstatement
date. Deputies also con-
firmed that Cahill had four
prior convictions for driving
on a revoked license from
February 24, 2021, Novem-
ber 18, 2019, out of Mont-
gomery County, October 23,
2017, out of Carroll County,
and April 12, 2018, out of
Henderson County.

Cahill was arrested and
transported to the Carroll
County Jail for driving on
revoked, fifth offense. The
incident occurred in Carroll

County.

Impersonation — On
November 14, Deputy Wil-
liams responded to the Car-
roll County Jail lobby for
a report of unauthorized
debit card transactions.
The reporting party stat-
ed he discovered several
suspicious charges on his
bank account that he did
not make.

The first attempted trans-
action was to a service iden-
tified as “MoonPay,” which
he was able to stop before
it processed. He also ob-
served a Walmart online
purchase for approximately
$42, which he halted. While
reviewing his account,
he then located an older
Walmart online purchase
for approximately $160.

The reporting party ad-
vised he had contacted his
bank, updated his informa-
tion, and was working with
them to recover his funds.
Records indicated the on-
line Walmart transactions

were processed through
the Huntingdon Walmart
system.

The case was forwarded
to investigations.

Motor vehicle theft —
On November 12, Deputy
Ezell responded to a resi-
dence on Highway 436 for
a report of stolen proper-
ty. Upon arrival, deputies
spoke with the reporting
parties, who stated that two
off-road vehicles and mul-
tiple tools had been taken
from the property.

One of the stolen vehi-
cles was described as a red
2012 Polaris RX8, valued
at approximately $5,000.
The second vehicle, a for-
est green 2019 Honda TRX
four-wheeler, was also
valued at approximately
$5,000. The total value of the
missing tools was unknown
at the time of the report.

Both vehicles were last
seen on or about November
9. The incident remains un-
der investigation.

Huntingdon Police Reports

Theft of Merchandise
Under $1,000 — According
to a report made on Octo-
ber 28, Officer Malachi Ar-
line responded to Walmart
in Huntingdon regarding
a shoplifter. Upon arrival,
Walmart Asset Protection
advised that Karen E. Cox,
61, had been observed con-
cealing and stealing items
valued at $43.56. Cox was
detained by store personnel
before police arrived. She
was issued a misdemeanor
citation for Theft of Mer-
chandise Under $1,000 and
advised to report to the Car-
roll County Jail within ten
days for booking. Walmart
management also issued
a one-year trespass ban
against her from all Walmart
properties.

Driving on a Revoked
License, Speeding — Ac-
cording to a report made
on November 1, Officer
Malachi Arline was running
radar on Highway 22 North
when he observed a gray
Nissan Pathfinder traveling
73 mph in a 55-mph zone.
A traffic stop was initiated,
and the driver was identi-
fied as Gabriel Ramos, 26.
Ramos told the officer he
did not have a valid license
due to a prior DUL

Dispatch confirmed that
his license had been re-
voked for DUI since Janu-
ary 2023. Ramos was cited
for Speeding (73/55) and
Driving While License Re-
voked (first offense) and
advised he had ten days to
report to the Carroll Coun-
ty Jail for booking. Ramos
then switched seats with his
girlfriend, who possessed
a valid drivers license. The
vehicle was released to her.

Public Intoxication,
Resisting Arrest — Ac-

cording to a report made
on November 6, Sgt. Ethan
Parham and Ptlm. Dexter
Richardson responded to
West Main Street regard-
ing a man lying near the
roadway. Upon arrival, offi-
cers found William H. Hol-
lowell Jr,, 42, lying with his
head only inches from the
pavement on Highway 70.
Hollowell appeared disori-
ented, with slurred speech,
unsteady balance, and im-
paired coordination, and
stated that he had taken
Xanax earlier. For his safety,
officers offered to transport
him home or to the hos-
pital, but he refused and
stated he was “not going to
jail” When officers attempt-
ed to take Hollowell into
custody, he resisted mul-
tiple commands and tried
to pull away. Sgt. Parham
deployed his Taser to gain
compliance, and Hollowell
was safely placed into hand-
cuffs. He was transported to
the Carroll County Jail and
charged with Public Intoxi-
cation and Resisting Arrest.
Driving on a Suspend-
ed License, Speeding (Ju-
venile) — According to a
report made on November
8, Ptlm. Daniel Inman ob-
served a black Ford Fusion
traveling 54 mph in a 30-
mph zone on West Main
Street. A traffic stop was
conducted, and the driver,
a 17-year-old juvenile, was
unable to provide a driver’s
license. A check through
dispatch confirmed the li-
cense was suspended for
failure to appear in Milan
City Court. The juvenile and
his mother were advised of
the juvenile petition pro-
cess, and he and the vehicle
were released to his sister.

Theft of Merchandise
Over $1,000 — According
to areport made on Novem-
ber 19, Officer Brad Allen
responded to Walmart in
Huntingdon for a shoplift-
ing complaint. Store secu-
rity reported that Jeannie
A. Gaskin, 66, had taken
several items on November
17 without paying.

The stolen merchandise
was valued at $25.14. Gas-
kin was issued a citation
into General Sessions Court
and charged with Theft of
Property - Conduct Involv-
ing Merchandise.

DUI — Eugene M Cum-
mings, 59, Germantown,
Tenn., was charged with
DUI, Implied Consent on
November 22.

Officer Jayden Rembert
observed a vehicle stopped
in the middle of the roadway
for no apparent reason; it
then advanced, activated a
turn signal without turning,
and continued in the mid-
dle of the roadway. Officer
Rembert administered a
field sobriety test and ar-
rested Cummings on the
DUI-First Offense charge. He
was transported to Carroll
County Jail after refusing a
blood-alcohol test.

Driving on Revoked
License — Zareya Venae
Webber, 25, Park Cove,
McKenzie, was charged
with Driving on a Revoked
License after a verbal alter-
cation with a school bus
driver on November 21.

Officer Timothy Dillon
was dispatched to Cedar
Street, where a verbal al-
tercation was taking place
between a school bus driver
and Webber. After convers-

ing with Webber, the officer
determined her license was
revoked and cited her into
General Sessions Court.
The bus driver was permit-
ted to leave the scene.

Driving on Canceled Li-
cense — Theodore Arnes
Grant, 32, Jackson, was
charged with Driving on a
Canceled License on No-
vember 21.

Officer Timothy Dillon
observed a box truck par-
tially off the road at the
intersection of Cedar and
Walnut. A check with the
driver determined the can-
celed status. He was cited
into General Sessions Court.

Domestic Assault — Da-
mion L. Byrd, 24, Hamil-
ton Street, McKenzie was
charged with Domestic As-
sault on November 19.

Officer Billy Burson ar-
rested Byrd after Byrd’s live-
in girlfriend accused him of
assaulting her. She stated
he also had a protective or-
der filed by his ex-girlfriend
in another state from an
assault.

MPD arrested Byrd and

transported him to Carroll
County Jail.

Driving on Suspended
— Tierra S. Diggs, 40, Nash-
ville was charged with Driv-
ing on a Suspended License
on November 22.

Officer Steven Scott
stopped Diggs’ vehicle for a
display of plate violation. He
learned of the suspended
status resulting from a con-
viction for prior convictions
of driving on a revoked/sus-
pended/canceled license in
Carroll County General Ses-
sions. She was arrested for
Driving on Suspended - third
offense and cited for Display
of Registration violation.

Criminal Trespass —
Maurice Lawrence, 32,
McKenzie, was charged
with Criminal Trespass af-
ter he was lying in the floor
at Wyatt’s Coin Laundry
and harassing a customer
on November 20.

Officer Jackson Hender-
son arrested Lawrence for
Criminal Trespass because
the owners of the laundry
had issued a ban notice
against Lawrence.

Carroll County General Sessions Report

The following cases were
heard in Carroll County
General Sessions Court on
November 19.

Joseph Long, Highland
Drive, McKenzie, bound
over, Meth - MFG, Deliver,
Sell, Possess With Intent.

Kenny Ray Mann, Ham-
ilton Street, McKenzie,
bound over, Meth - Posses-
sion or Casual Exchange.

Dylan Shane Mayo, Har-
mon Arnold Road, Brad-
ford, bound over, DUTI: First
Offense; bound over, Open
Container; bound over,
Drivers to Exercise Due
Care.

The following cases re-
sulted in a guilty plea or
finding.

Terry Paul Cahill, New
Hope Road, Hollow Rock,
guilty, Driving While Li-
cense Revoked, no fine,
30 days, must take steps
to obtain a valid license,
unsupervised probation for
balance.

Shawn Dill, Purdy Road,
Huntingdon, guilty, Driving
While License Suspended,
$50 fine, six months su-
pervised probation until
conditions complete, must
obtain a valid Tennessee
drivers license as condition
of sentence or will make
reasonable efforts to obtain.

Dillon Gregory, Park
Cove, McKenzie, guilty,
Driving While License
Canceled - Second or Sub-
sequent, $250 fine, 11/29
supervised probation for
11 months 29 days or all
conditions complete, must
obtain a valid drivers li-
cense; dismissed, Financial
Responsibility Law.

Dillon Gregory, Park
Cove, McKenzie, guilty, Pro-
bation Violation - Booked,
sentence may be served on
consecutive weekends last

CARROLL COUNTY BEER BOARD

NOTICE

TN 38344.

The Carroll County Beer Commission has received an application
for a beer permit for Rami Abusaada (CG Country Store INC.).
Application is for off premises consumption.

The business is located at 3510 US Highway 70, Cedar Grove, TN
38321. The business is bounded north by Highway 104, south
by Porter Jones, east by Highway 70, west by Phillip Williams.
Anhearing will be held December 9 at 9 a.m. at the Carroll County
office Complex conference room, 625 High Street, Huntingdon,

All people who wish to be heard may be present at this time.

A7617/46-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

McKenzie, TN 38201.

Corrective Action Plan Submitted for Cornerstone Mart (Fa-
cility ID# 7-090092) by Sam Enterprises.

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conserva-
tion (TDEC) is seeking public comments on the Corrective
Action Plan (CAP) submitted for Cornerstone Mart on Au-
gust 28, 2025. The CAP describes the proposal for reme-
diating petroleum contamination in soil and groundwater.
Cornerstone Market is located at 15815 Highland Drive,

A copy of the CAP may be viewed at TDEC - Division of Un-
derground Storage Tanks (DUST) Environmental Field Office
located at 1625 Hollywood Drive, Jackson, TN 38305 Mon-
day through Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Comments must be
received at the DUST office within 30 days.

R26668/45-4

10 days.

Antonio Harris, Univer-
sity Avenue, Clarksville,
guilty, Probation Violation
- Booked, no fine, 11/29.

Scott Alan Johnson,
Chester Levee Road, Jack-
son, guilty, Probation Vi-
olation - Booked, no fine,
sentence may be served on
consecutive weekends for
the last 10 days, probation
extended three months.

Joseph Long, Highland
Drive, McKenzie, guilty,
Probation Violation -
Booked, no fine, 11/29, can
receive day-for-day credit
upon successful completion
of inpatient rehab.

Kenny Ray Mann, Ham-
ilton Street, McKenzie,
guilty, Probation Violation
- Booked, no fine, 30 days,
probation extended for six
months.

Beverly Overton, Lucille
Lane, Dover, guilty, Proba-
tion Violation - Not Booked,
no fine, 30 days, extend nine
months.

Sydney Owens, Pleas-
ant Hill Road, Dresden,
guilty, Probation Violation
- Booked, no fine, can re-
ceive day-for-day credit
upon successful completion
of inpatient rehab.

Crystal Porter, Milan
Highway, Trenton, guilty,
Probation Violation -
Booked, no fine, 11/29, had
hold in Gibson County.

Anthony Stawicki, Hill-
top Drive, McKenzie, guilty,
Public Intoxication, no fine,
30 days; dismissed, Ob-
struct Highway or Other
Passageway.

The following case result-
ed in pre-trial diversion.

Deziray Buckley, Benton
Street, Huntingdon, pre-tri-
al diversion, Meth - Possess
or Casual Exchange, $750
fine, 11/29 supervised pro-
bation for sentence, alcohol
drug evaluation and coun-
seling, may receive day-
for-day credit for success-
ful completion of inpatient
drug treatment; dismissed,
Simple Possession/Casu-
al Exchange; dismissed,
Possession of Unlawful
Drug Paraphernalia Uses &
Activities.

The following cases were
dismissed.

Janessa Katria Gilbert,
Cotham Drive, Huntingdon,
dismissed, Driving While
License Suspended.

Maurice Lawrence, dis-
missed, Criminal Trespass.

Joseph Long, Highland
Drive, McKenzie, dis-
missed, Possession of Un-
lawful Drug Paraphernalia
Uses & Activities.

Joseph Michael Long,
Mills Darden Road, Ea-
ton, dismissed, Driving on
Roadways Laned for Traffic;
dismissed, Driving While
License Suspended.

Kevin L. Milton, Kemp
Street, McKenzie, dis-
missed, Driving While Li-
cense Suspended.

Matthew Parker, Smyr-
na Road, Huntingdon, dis-
missed, Community Super-
vision Violation.

The following cases were
rescheduled for a later date.

Charlie A. Davis Jr., Dale
William Foga, William Hol-
lowell, Chad Maceri, De-
marcus M. Robinson, Jason
Taylor.

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

PROBATE CASE NO: 2025PA2324

ESTATE OF: BOBBY DWAIN PATE, LATE OF CARROLL COUNTY,

TENNESSEE

Notice is hereby given that on the 19TH day of NOVEMBER,
2025 Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to the
Estate of BOBBY DWAIN PATE deceased, who died MARCH

will be forever barred:

16TH, 2025, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery
Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the Estate are required by law to file the same
with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the ear-
lier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of
the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or
posting) as described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 19TH day of NOVEMBER, 2025.

STEVEN L. WEST, Attorney

THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.
FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:

KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER

99 Gourt Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN 38344
GLORIA PATE, Executor/Administrator

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master

A561/R26750/47-2




Page 10 - Tuesday, November 25, 2025 - The McKenzie Banner « McKenzie, Tenn. - mckenziebanner.com

Color A Masterpiece

HARRY,

MARKETPLACE

Weekly

Crossword

CLUES ACROSS
1. Popular wine ___ Spumante
5. Greatly impressed
11.__and that
12. Uttered with passion
16. Boats
17. Veteran actor Harris
18. Casserole with game
19. Reprehensible acts
24. They precede C
25. Says under one’s breath
26. Taxis
27. It transfers genetic info
28. NFL great Randy
29. Where college students
sleep
30. Major European river
31.Taco condiment
33. -frutti
34. Polish city
38. Astronomy unit
39. Khoikhoin peoples
40. Bears QB Williams
43. Scrambled, fried, boiled
44, Price indicators
45. One-time world power
49. When you hope to get
somewhere
50. Farm building

2. Religion of Japan

3. Leggings

4. Officially distributes
5. Arabian Sea seaport
6. Spanish doctors

7. It cools your house
8. Currency of Poland
9. Slowly moves into
10. Days (Spanish)

13. Unit of volume

14. Emit
g; &Z%%Sfrﬁ ?,ngsugﬁe 15. With two replaceable
54. One who combines hydrogens
56. Nursemaids 20. Title for a man
58. Partner to Pa 21. Equally

59. Notable river

60. Officially honors

63. Colorless compound
64. A fancy chair

65. Email function

22. Scarlett's home

23. One-time tech titan
27. Subway dwellers

29. One-tenth of a liter
30. Central European river
31. Distress signal

34. Football equipment

35. Dance music

36. Russian river

37. Cosmetics giant Mary __
38. Gym class

40. Automobiles

41. Roman honorific

42. Losses in sports

44. Skin tone in summer

45, Distant planet

46. Critical humor

47. lliegally obtained

48. Go back over

50. Home appliance brand
51. Unit of radioactivity

52. Home of the Flyers

54. Short official note

55. Emit coherent radiation
57. Anno Domini (in the year of
Our Lord)

61. Most common noble gas
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et Cooking
G ATAMTER
I1 F Z A Y P G
K UL ATETGSEG
0 F I PTIBC
T B OO C Y D
E RRHJ KU
Z AB CB F J
C S I M IR RSP
F TY Y TG CA
E GL A ZETD
D THCSMD
B B DA UWTI
F NTRUHTISB
CMEARMRP R
0O T KMNNO
S AF EL B W
S 0 G L O KN
EDPIBUG
J PLZNZOD
E LSEA AU OWU
Bake Braise
Baste Brining
Beat Broil
Blanch Brown
Blend Caramelize
Boil Chop

Q.
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Wor
W K 0O
U E P B
D Z T F
I N HH
P N E S
HHIL
H T DR
E HDO
A K Z F
A 0O UTI
S C B A
H E HN
E ALO
W D H J
L NG U
K I J E
Y DR O
J HIG
I UDSC
E T K G
Cookware
Cream
Deglaze
Dice
Dredge

Fol

OO 20N - x8 X
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Solve the code to discover words related to cooking.
Each number corresponds to a letter.

(Hint:10 = E)

25 4 2 12 10 21 25 10 4 7 26

7 25 19 25 4 2

19 10 9 17 26

20 12 10 20 9 12 10

aipdeaid *g s|pew "D Bujwi g sjusipalbul 'y [slemsuy

CLUES DOWN 32. Expression of sympathy (abbr.)
1.The central area in a building ~ 33. The bill in a restaurant 62. Toward
Week 47 See solution in next week’s edition.
earch | wpyig |[SUDOKU s
o1 2¢1| DAYIN
0T ZGT 3 9 o
o s ¢ v | HISTOR 6] |9
F A C L R
Y B F F I e e 812 3
Y I J M W
W K NGB C 2 3
G S J G Y
E K 0 A E 1 4 6 7
Z Y F N K 5 8 6
E G N F B | 1833:Amassive
G E K N T | yndersea earthquake 4
I T K S C | rocks Sumatra.
0 HARA 1 2
T 0 B F S | 1918: Albert
R K J B S | Einstein presents 4 119|718
U DB P G the field equations of Level: Intermediate
W W M Y L | general relativity. Fun By The Numbers o _ _
G Y J H B Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will
have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pen-
A C D N 3J 1963: The state cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!
funeral of John F. Here’s How It Works:
Fr in Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
G):'I"g Kennedy t&k?S plaqe 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
. and the President is row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
Julienne buried at Arlington column limd box. Iﬁu can fig'urelout thle oréjer in vycriﬂzh_thtehnugwbers ¥vhill
. appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
PoaCh National Cemetery. more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
Rg ﬁ:?t See solution in next week’s edition.
LETTER MIX-UP gt e s
Why didn't the turkey
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase finish its dessert?
below? Use each letter only once.
C 0 0 K W A R E ‘paffinis sbm 31 asnNpIAG MSUY
1 . Rearrange the letters to spell something
92. 12. pertaining to this week's theme.
3 B. BERLDIO
4, 14.
pajroag :1amsuy
5. 15.
. GUESS WHO »
7. 17. I am a music producer born in Louisiana
on November 26, 1975. | began my career
8 18 as a Florida radio DJ in the 1990s. In 2008, |
. * won the DJ of the Year Award at the
Ozone Awards. | collaborated with
9. 19. Lil Wayne on one of my songs.
10. 20.
pa|pyy rq Jemsuy
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Peace of Mind.

One of the many services we provide.
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Week 46 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 46
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MARKETPLACE

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY USED
WASHER, older model
preferred. 731-358-3967.
R26730/47-4

FOR RENT

HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS: McKENZIE
AREA. www.mckenzie-
homefinders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

TWO LOTS FOR SALE —in
front of the Big Bible. Fami-
lies close to lots: Burcham,
Hollingworth, Webb, Sav-
age, Eubank, Harris, Pierce.
$850 for both or best offer.
Message me, I will call you,
731-313-1158. R26733/47-2

EAGLE BUILDINGS —
NEW & USED PORTABLE
BUILDINGS, Cabins, Car-
ports & Garages. 314 Me-
morial Dr., Paris (731) 644-
0090; 202 Memorial Dr.,
Paris (731) 641-2800; 17595
Highland Dr., McKenzie
(731) 393-0277; 1409 Hwy 70
W, Camden (731) 279-4192;
15035 S. First St., Milan (731)
613-2166; 586 W. Church St.,
Lexington (731) 249-9184;
852 University St., Martin
(731) 281-7117. eaglebuild-
ingstn.com. A7655/50-TF

MANUFACTURED

HOMES FOR SALE

YEAR-END CLEARANCE!
EVERY LOT MODELMUST
GO — huge savings now at
TN Home Center, 3-Way,
TN. Call 731-784-5033 to-
day! R26716/46-7

GET THE WORD 0OUT
ABOUT your next auction!
Save Time & $$$. One Call
for All. Your ad can ap-
pear in this newspaper +
102 other TN newspapers.
For more info, contact this
newspaper’s classified dept.
or call Becky Moats 931-
624-8916. (TnScan)

PETERING CONSTRUC-
TION — 30+ YEARS EX-
PERIENCE. Remodel-
ing, additions, garages,
decks, sheds, metal roofs
& more. Call for free esti-
mates today. 731-358-9144.
R26180/33-20

SAWYERS TREE SER-
VICE: 60’ Bucket Truck.
Take Down or Prune. Haul
Off and Clean Up. Grind
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

IMPROVEMENT

OLSHAN FOUNDATION
SOLUTIONS. YOUR
TRUSTED foundation re-
pair experts since 1933.
Foundation repair. Crawl
space recovery. Basement
waterproofing. Water man-
agement and more. Free
evaluation. Limited time
up to $250 off foundation
repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932. (TnScan)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with
a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-888-869-5542 today
to schedule a free quote. It’s
not just a generator. It's a
power move. (TnScan)

JOE’S TREE SERVICE
AND STUMP REMOVAL:
60 ft. bucket truck, prune
or take down grind stumps,
clean up and haul off, in-
sured, free estimates. 731-
697-0023 or 731-513-1518.
A7084/21-TF

YOURLOW COST ADVER-
TISING SOLUTION! One
call & your 25 word ad will
appear in 103 Tennessee
newspapers for $275/wk or
26 West TN newspapers for
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classified advertising
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks.
(TnScan)

“Painting Your Way”

Not Just Painting Anymore...
Ceiling to floor and much more!

= Zg Repair to Remodeling

y, (31-415-1506
~ Steve Bowden

%
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AVAILABLE — 4,000 SQ.
FT.NEXT TO H&R BLOCK,
at Cedar Street Plaza,
1926 Cedar Street, McK-
enzie. Call 731-352-2189.
A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq.
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway
79 Highland Mall, across
from the post office. Call
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

CABLE / SATELLITE

TV / WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK
FIBER INTERNET FOR
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling.
Prices starting at $54.95.
Plus, a $100 gift card when
you make the switch. Call
1-855-481-3340. (TnScan)

GET BOOST INFINITE!
UNLIMITED TALK, Text
and Data For Just $25/mo!
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call
Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us!
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

DIRECTV - ALL YOUR
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof! Sign up
for Direct and get your
first free months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice package
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-844-230-4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITETV
+ Internet! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-844-274-6074.
(TnScan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATOR MAY
BE Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
844-713-6706. (TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real den-
tal insurance-NOT just
a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information
Kit with all the details!
1-844-278-8285 www.
dental50plus.com/tnpress
#6258. (TnScan)

EdwardJones ...

Wishing you a
bountiful harvest

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

654 Main Street North

McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-7822

A3272/47 edwardjones.com

TRAINING /

EDUCATION

BECOME A DIETARY
MANAGER IN eight
months in an online pro-
gram offered by TCAT
Elizabethton. Details at
www.tcatelizabethton.
edu, or lisa.blackburn@
tcatelizabethton.edu
Classes start January 5th.
(TnScan)

Site Work * Clearing * Ponds
* Basements * Trackhoe * Dozer
* Dirtpan * Skidsteer
* Sand * Gravel * Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

Annual Winter Consignment
Equipment Auction

Saturday, Dec 6 @ 9 A.M.
@ Ferge Auctions & Realty
315 S. Bass Ave., Whiteville, TN 38075

i equipment is sold as-s, without any noled.

:ve & Online with Egurgment Facts

aged bo inspedt i

Balley Ferge: (301) 412- i
James (JimBob) Ferge (901) 212-4654
731-254-9191

www.fergeauctionsandrealty.com
‘TN Firm 1466 « TN Auction 1486 « MS Firm 1117F « MS Auction 1116

FERGE

ﬁdejmlﬂbnaiemlfedaydhsievdWMM'

BANKRUPTCY?

We are a debt relief agency
This firm helps people file for bankruptcy

relief under the

1-800-7

bankruptcy code.

48-9889

WALKER, WALKER

é\& WALKER, PLC

Ken Walker

2 Locations

Richard Walker

To Serve You:

Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

BUY OR RENT-TO-OWN.

NO CREDIT CHECK! 731-407-6594
EVERYONE APPROVED!
g EAGLE MILAN, TN
Ny - BUILDINGS IREERiaE
m eaglebuildingstn.com 731-613-2166

PARIS, TN

314 Memorial Dr.
731-644-0090

4020 Hwy 79N
731-407-7369

| HUNTINGDON, TN
19195 W. Main St.

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

49 Broapway STReeT, McKENzIE, TN 38201

PaonEe: 731-352-5307

Come see us for the best rates
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

Frontier

FOUNDATION
& CRAWL SPACE era{r

Clear answers, no pressure -
just a FREE inspection.
ANY

$3oo l‘ot PROJECT

Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with any other offer or
promotional financing. Must be presented at time of inspection.
Limitations may apply. Expires 11/30/25.

844-978-3001

FrontierFoundations.com

Business Direct

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

-

-

Backhoe - Trenching - Gas Piping - Septic Pumpiny * Pipe Water
Heaters - Well Tanks - Valves - Fittings - Faucets

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

SEPTIC PUMPING
131-234-6012

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

R10014/A821

campbelluwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

7894 Hwy 124
McKenzie, TN 3820l

N N\ 7 N\
OSSEZ Resdentiol 5| | A :
{ Municipal > N N ICKYJorR = * Water Heafefs
¢ <© Commercml < 731-225-8321 2 hd Sewe’& Dra’n
Irrigation Well Drilling Valarie McMackin Cleam'ng
WELL DRII.I.ING Pump Soles and Senice 314182313 S’IAFFORD « Sewer Lines
: Jason Artymovich o
Crane Service/Rental §86.243.3957 REAL ESTATE * Toilets & Tubs PLUMBING and SEWER
73]'4]5'6550 Over 30 years of experience Blake Cossey Findin g Hearts a Home o leaky Faucets
731-607-8643 « Water Li }
Russell BCISfOI’d, Owner Maleah Hollingsworth  nickyjoestaffordrealestate@outlook.com a .er !"es 2 4 H OUR SE Rv’ CE
. 731-694-7871 www.stafford-realestate.com * Drain Lines
PO. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201 o Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455
russell.drilling@hotmail.com 15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 « 731.352.2761 A7623/TF
J -
4 4 I
'I'“I-BER'I' 24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF Municipal * Commercial * Residential . Hi .
N . INVENTORY FOR THOSE P 14965 S nghland Ave
Plumbing & EIGCEIiC ArtEr HouRS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS. McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS

SUPPLY, INC Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 ¢ Fax 731-352-0584

krogers @brsupplyinc.com

- J
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TSSAA CLASS 1A FOOTBALL STATE QUARTERFINALS

Rebels Escape Richland with Last-Second Fie

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

LYNNVILLE (November
21) — For the fifth consec-
utive year, McKenzie High
School has advanced to
the TSSAA Class 1A Foot-
ball State Semifinals after
a thrilling, 24-21 road win
over Richland in Friday’s
quarterfinal round.

The Rebels will host Fay-
etteville on Black Friday
with a state championship
berth on the line. Kickoff
is 7 p.m.

Momentum was hard to
come by Friday night as
McKenzie and Richland
went back-and-forth, but
the Rebels ended up with
the ball at the end of a tie
game. Aiden Mason kicked
a 32-yard field goal as time
expired to seal the win.

Richland won the coin
toss and elected to receive
the opening kickoff.

A strong return gave the
Raiders a short field, and
they capitalized with a sev-
en-play, 35-yard drive to
take a 7-0 lead.

Rebel fans would be left
holding their breath as
McKenzie went three-and-
out on their first possession,
but a great punt by Cole
Brown pinned the Raiders
deep.

The Rebel defense re-
turned the favor and forced
a three-and-out. Rich-
land’s punt was downed at
midfield.

McKenzie kept it on the
ground as Brown, Timmy
Arline and Jayden Callis
kept the Raiders guessing
on a ten-play drive capped
by a one-yard touchdown

by Brown on the second
play of the second frame.
Aiden Mason kicked the
point-after, and the Rebels
tied it at 7-7.

Richland earned one
first down but couldn’t get
across midfield and turned
the ball over on downs at
their 45.

The teams swapped
penalties to start the drive,
then Cole Brown threw to
Avery Brown for a 35-yard
touchdown. Avery made the
catch falling into the end
zone under double-cov-
erage. Mason kicked, and
McKenzie led 14-7 with
seven minutes remaining
in the first half.

The Raiders answered
with a nine-play, 64-yard
drive to tie it at 14-14 just
under three minutes before
intermission.

The Rebels earned one
first down, but then faced
fourth down and took a
knee to end the half.

McKenzie received the
second-half kickoff with a
chance to regain the lead,
but the drive stalled after
one first down and Brown
punted.

Richland earned a pair of
first downs and got across
midfield, but a penalty
doomed the drive to a punt.

Brown and Callis took
turns carrying the ball on
a seven-play, 58-yard drive,
capped by a five-yard run
by Brown. Mason kicked
the PAT, and the Rebels re-
gained the lead, 21-14, with
a minute left in the third
quarter.

The Raiders threatened
again, starting with a solid
return and earning three

SPORTS

first downs to get to the
Rebel 16. Big stops by Cole
Brown, Aiden Callis and
Aiden Legens (with a third-
down sack) made it fourth
down, and Avery Brown
defended a pass attempt for
the turnover.

McKenzie went three-
and-out, but another strong
punt by C. Brown started
Richland at their 27.

The Raiders quickly faced
fourth down, but converted
on a quarterback scramble.
Six plays later, they found
the end zone and tied it
with a PAT, 21-21 with just
over two minutes remaining
in regulation.

Four quick first downs,
including a gutsy, 41-yard
scramble by C. Brown, got
the Rebels to the 16, but
the next two plays yielded
no yards. McKenzie used
their third down to move
the ball over to give Mason
a straight kick. On fourth
down as time expired, the
senior soccer transplant

nailed it from 32 yards to
give his team the victory.

The Rebels earned 322
yards of total offense, 147
passing and 175 rushing.
Richland had 227 total
yards, 42 in the air and 185
on the ground.

Rebel quarterback Cole
Brown was 12 of 17 pass-
ing for 147 yards and one
touchdown. He had 13 car-
ries for 116 yards and two
touchdowns.

Jayden Callis rushed six
times for 39 yards. Timmy
Arline had five carries for
20 yards.

Avery Brown had five re-
ceptions for 71 yards and a
touchdown. Jacobi Melton
had two catches for 24
yards. Arline caught two
passes for 16 yards. J. Callis
had one reception for 13
yards, and Lelan Gordon
caught two passes for nine
yards.

Cole Brown led the de-
fense with nine solo tackles
and five assists, including

Above Left, Rebel quarterback Cole Brown completes
a short pass. Above Right, Rebel Lelan Gordon makes
a catch and turns upfield. Below, Rebels Kason Brown
(12) and Xander Johnsey (8) wrap up a Raider ball
carrier. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

one for a loss. Maddox
Shiell had six solo and one
assist. Mason Batten had
five solo and five assists.
Cooper Davidson had
four solo tackles and four
assists. Aiden Legens had
four solo and three assists

with a sack. Kason Brown
had four solo and four as-
sists with one for a loss.

Aiden Callis had three
solo and two assists. Matteo
Tabada and Cayden Gordon
each had two solo and three
assists.

Mustangs Outrun Indians

BY RUSSELL BUSH

banner@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (Novem-
ber 21) — The Huntingdon

Mustangs punched their tick-
et to the semifinals of the TS-
SAA Class 2-A playoffs and a
rematch with the Milan Bull-
dogs this past Friday night at

To Advance to Semifinals

Paul Ward Stadium as they
defeated the East Robertson
Indians 42-20. The Indians
had entered the game unde-
feated and ranked second in

DECEMBER 3, 2025

S5-7PM

DRIVE OR WALK THROUGH A LIVING
SCENE DEPICTING THE BIRTH OF
OUR SAVIOR. ALL ARE WELCOME

FIRST CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
16835 HIGHLAND DRIVE | MCKENZIE, TENNESSEE

MORE INFO AT

MCKENZIECPC.ORG

A5404/47-1

the state, but the Mustangs
took advantage of their run-
ning game and some timely
passes to win and improve to
12-1 for the season.

The game was sloppy for
a quarter-final round, as 22
penalties were called against
both teams combined. The
Mustang offense rushed for
285 yards, and QB Kenton
Smith rushed for 120 yards
and scored four touchdowns,
and threw for 96 yards on 3 of
passing and one touchdown.

The Mustang defense
played well against a
high-scoring Indian squad,
holding East Robertson to
62 yards on the ground. The
Indians, who never had the
lead in the game, went to the
passing game, and QB Kason
Young completed 27 of 47
passes for 354 yards.

The Mustangs made a
statement on their opening
possession of the game as
they drove from their 34 to
score the first points of the
night on nine plays. The
Mustangs scored on a one-
yard run by Smith with 8:01
left in the first quarter, and
Greyson Anderson’s PAT
gave the Mustangs a 7-0 lead.

East Robertson answered
with a nine-play drive of their
own but settled for a 24-yard
field goal by David Summer-
er with 3:25 left in the quarter
to cut the lead to 7-3.

It took the Mustangs one
play to stifle whatever mo-
mentum the Indians had
gathered on the field goal as
Tyreke Hutch scampered 65
yards for a touchdown with
3:13 left in the first. Anderson
added the point after, and the
Mustangs led 14-3.

The Indians inched closer
with 6:40 left in the second
quarter when Young con-
nected with Brock Taylor for
an 82-yard scoring strike,
and Summerer added the
point after. The lead for the
Mustangs shrank to 14-10.

The Indians refused to
kick deep after scoring the
entire game, and the Mus-
tangs kept getting the ball in
great field position. After the
Indian score, the Mustangs
took over at their 40, and
two plays later found the end
zone on a 32-yard run by
Smith with 6:03 left in the
half. Anderson was good on
the PAT, and the lead was
21-10 at the half.

The Indians managed
more points on their second
possession of the third quar-
ter, but the Mustang defense

Top, Ashtyn Donald blocks for Kenton Smith in Mus-
tangs win over East Robertson. Above, Three Mustang
defenders tackle an East Robertson ball carrier. Below,
DJ Armour and Broox Bennett chase an East Robertson
runner. Photos by Russell Bush/The Banner

held the Indians to a 33-yard
field goal with 3:04 left in the
third, and the lead stood at
21-13.

The Mustangs again start-
ed in great field position at
their 39, and Smith gained
45 yards on first down and
scored two plays later from
six yards away, and the Mus-
tangs led 28-13 with Ander-
son’s extra point.

The Indians started at their
20 and completed six of 10
passes for 57 yards and drew
within eight points of the
lead when Young completed
a 27-yard pass to Christopher
Groves with 10:07 left in the
game. Summerer tacked on
the point after, and the score
stood at 28-20.

The Mustangs again an-
swered quickly as Smith

tossed a short pass to Broox
Bennett, who turned it into
a 70-yard pass play as he
broke a couple of tackles and
sprinted to the end zone with
9:59 left. Anderson was true
again on the point after, and
the Mustangs led 35-20.
The Mustangs added a
final score after East Robert-
son turned the ball over on
downs at their own 20 and
Smith scored on a five-yard
run five plays later, and the
Mustangs, with Anderson’s
PAT, had their 42-20 win to
advance to the semifinals.
The Mustangs, who lost
to Milan 34-9 earlier in the
season, will travel to Milan
this Friday for a 7 p.m. kickoff
and the chance to advance
to the championship game.
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