
CONTACT US   McKenzie Banner, 3 Banner Row, McKenzie, TN 38201
P: 731.352.3323 • F: 731.352.3322 • E: banner@mckenziebanner.com 2025

Sc
an

 �
 W

eb
sit

e

© 2025  TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

WE RECYCLE

A PRODUCT OF TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING, INC. @McKenzieBannerMcKenzieBanner.com @mckBANNERHome of Bethel University

McKENZIE, TENNESSEE

The Hub of Carroll, Henry and Weakley Counties Since 1870.THE

BANNERBANNER
THE

@McKenzieBannerMcKenzieBanner.com @mckBANNER

INDEX News 2  |  Opinion 4  |  Obituaries 5
 Calendar 6  |  Records 9  |  Notices 9
 Marketplace 10  |  Sports 8, 12

HUNTINGDON — The sights, 
sounds and spirit of small-town Ten-
nessee come alive Saturday, Septem-
ber 27, as the Town of Huntingdon 
welcomes thousands to the annual 
Huntingdon Heritage Festival.

The day kicks off at 8 a.m. at City 
Hall’s parking lot with the Heritage 
Hustle, a 5K with proceeds going to 
St. Jude. Starting at 10 a.m., down-
town streets will have artisan ven-
dors, delicious food and activities for 

all ages, celebrating the town’s proud 
history and vibrant community. The 
Huntingdon Middle School Com-
munity Network hosts a cake walk, 

HUNTINGD ON (Sep-
tember 17) —  Huntingdon 
BaEseball Coach Alan  Eu-
banks was honored Wednes-
day night.  The Huntingdon 
High School baseball field 
now bears the name Eu-
banks Field following the 
unanimous vote by the 
Huntingdon Special School 
District Board of Education.

Dr. Jonathan Kee, director 
of schools, recommended 
the name change to honor 
Eubanks and his successful 

McKENZIE (September 19-20) 
— This weekend was the 95th 
McKenzie High School football 
Homecoming and the second 
annual McKenzie High School 
Alumni Association (MHSAA) 
Decades Reunion.

Friday was chock full of events 
for high schoolers, alumni and all 
Rebel fans.

A golf scramble was held at 

Carroll Lake Golf Club in the 
morning. At midday, the Home-
coming parade made its way 
from downtown to the middle 
school, where a citywide pep rally 
was held at Randy Thomas Field.

That afternoon, the Decades 
Reunion tailgate party was held 

McKENZIE (September 
18) — SONIC today an-
nounced the brand has do-
nated $10,000 this month to 
fund classroom projects at 
McKenzie public schools in 
honor of a nearby SONIC® 
location being recognized 
as one in the Top 50 SON-
ICs in the country this year. 
To honor the SONIC crew 
at 15755 Highland Drive, 
the SONIC® Foundation do-
nated $10,000 to support 

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (September 19) — 
Senior Olivia Cantrell is the 2025 
McKenzie High School football 
Homecoming Queen.

Cantrell, the 17-year-old daugh-
ter of Trey and Amber Cantrell, 

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

The McKenzie Police De-
partment was short-staffed 
when Ryan White became 
police chief in 2022. The 
department had 17 officers, 
and only nine of those offi-
cers were certified to work 
solo. In three years, White 
and McKenzie Mayor Ryan 

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

GREENFIELD (September 
17) — Hometown Health 
Clinic, a medical provider 
based in McKenzie, contin-
ues to expand across north-
west Tennessee. The newest 
clinic, located in Greenfield, 
hosted a grand opening and 
ribbon-cutting Wednesday.

The new branch opened in 
early August and provides a 
variety of services: imaging, 
radiology, walk-ins, primary 
care, women’s health and 
school/sports physicals.

Amber Davison, PA-C, is 
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QUOTE
"It is the set of the sails,
not the direction of the 
wind that determines 

which way we will go."
— Jim Rohn
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Accepting new patients.
Now with extended hours

and walk-in’s welcome.

Hours:
Monday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Tuesday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

Carroll County
Family Health Care

641 R.B. Wilson Dr. | Huntingdon, TN 38344

731-986-7400
baptistonline.org/carrollcounty(L to R): Stephanie Slack-Allen, DNP, APRN, PMHNP-BC; Chris Blount, PA-C; Elly Riley, 

DO; Lori Holladay, NP; Jill Bennett, NP; Katharine Bullock, FNP; and Emily Ezell, DO.
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AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

14995 HIGHLAND DR.14995 HIGHLAND DR.
MCKENZIE, TN 38201MCKENZIE, TN 38201

(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)

731-393-0091731-393-0091

Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair

Belt, Hose Replacement

Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!
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Huntingdon Heritage Festival is Saturday

See EUBANKS on Page 3

McKenzie Football Homecoming, 
Decades Reunion was a Big Hit

See REUNION on Page 2

See SONIC on Page 3

See QUEEN on Page 3

Sonic Donates 
$10K to MSSD

Olivia Cantrell 
Crowned Queen
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Crime Rate 
Improves Under 
Chief White's 
Leadership

McKENZIE POLICE

See HHC on Page 3

Hometown Health Clinic Hosts Grand 
Opening, Ribbon-Cutting in Greenfield

McKENZIE HOMECOMING Alan Eubanks

Baseball Field 
Named After 
Coach Eubanks

HUNTINGDON

Dr. Bryan Merrick cuts the ribbon at Greenfield’s Hometown Health Clinic, 
flanked by Dr. Terry Colotta and COO Tammy Etheridge, along with Hometown 
staff and business and community leaders. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKENZIE SCHOOLS

Left, Alumni from across decades participated in the Homecoming parade. Pictured are (L to R) Front 
Row: Steve Berryman, Kenny McBride, Sue Page, Courtney Kee, Beth Mathis and Rema Yaskulski. 
Second Row: Tim McBride, Barbara Elinor, Joel Washburn and Paula Doster. Back Row: Warren Hartz, 
Kesley Colbert and Ricky Price. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner  Right, Senior Olivia Cantrell, daughter 
of Trey and Amber Cantrell, is the 2025 McKenzie High School football Homecoming Queen. Photo by 
Joel Washburn/The Banner
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at the stadium for alumni, 
faculty and staff.

The presentation of the 
Homecoming royalty and 
crowning of the queen pre-
ceded the football game (a 
big win for the Rebels).

After the game, the city 
hosted a block party down-
town with a DJ and several 
businesses staying open 
late.

Nine classes of MHS grad-
uates hosted reunions on 
Saturday, and the MHSAA 
hosted a casual reunion for 
alumni from the 1950-60s 
at First United Methodist 
Church.

For several weeks leading 
up to the big weekend, a 
popup memorabilia exhibit 
was displayed at The Happy 
Book Stack.

(For additional cover-
age and photos from this 
weekend, check out mck-
enziebanner.com and sub-
sequent editions of The 
Banner.)

Reunion
...From Front Page

GLEASON (September 
15) — Gleason Board of 
Mayor and Council had a 
light agenda with no action-
able items on which to vote.

Mayor Charles Anderson, 
Councilman James Hines 
and Councilman Mike Staf-
ford were in attendance 
while Shawn Francisco and 
Mike Bennett were absent.

Assistant Police Chief 
Mike Lowe reported the 
city’s matching grant for 
the replacement of securi-
ty cameras on city-owned 
property is allowing the city 
to replace existing camer-
as and install cameras in 
new locations at city-owned 
facilities.

The city is also utilizing 
a Tennessee Highway Safe-
ty Office grant that pays 
the city $50 per man-hour 
for extra patrols for traffic 

enforcement. 
During the Pledge of Alle-

giance, Mayor Charles An-
derson invited Wylan Gus-
tafson to lead the Pledge. 

Gustafson is a Gleason High 
School senior who joined 
the Tennessee National 
Guard. He is a member of 
the Gleason football team.

Wylan Gustafson, a senior at Gleason High School 
and a member of the Tennessee National Guard with 
Gleason Mayor Charles Anderson. Gustafson led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Gleason City to Install New Security Cameras
ATWOOD — Bernard 

Lykes, a retired teacher 
now working as an edu-
cational assistant at West 
Carroll Junior/Senior High 
School, was charged with 
assault of a 15-year-old 
student at the school in 
Atwood.

The affidavit says Mr. 
Lykes assaulted a 15-year-
old student in the lunch-
ro om.  “ B ernard Lykes 
committed the above of-
fense (assault) by slapping 
and punching a 15-year-
old during an altercation 
that occurred in the lunch-
room at West Carroll Ju-
nior/Senior High School.

Bernard is also accused 
of coercion or persuasion 
of the witness, according 
to court documents. Ber-
nard Lykes committed the 

above offense by going to 
the office where a 15-year-
old student was waiting to 
speak with the assistant 
principal in reference to 
the assault against him in 
the lunchroom. “Mr. Lykes 
tried getting big on him 
and told him he needed 
to drop it or he would be 
suspended,” according to 
the affidavit.

Lykes was arrested un-
der a $10,000 bond in 
Carroll County General 
Sessions Court. He made 
bond and was released 
from the Carroll County 
Jail at 7:50 p.m. on Sep-
tember 17. 

Educational Assistant Charged at West Carroll

Bernard Lykes

Without newspapers, where would you search to fi nd the information on this page?
Newspapers bring a wealth of  information together. We do the legwork to keep 
you informed. All at a great low rate, less than the price of  a cup of  coffee. Call 731.352.3323
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Top Left, MHS freshmen represent their class in the parade.  Top Right, The DJ had everyone dancing at the block party downtown following the football game, including 
McKenzie Mayor Ryan Griffin (left).  Above Left, Longtime McKenzie educators Dan and Sheila Ridley were the grand marshals for the Homecoming parade. Riding 
along is their granddaughter, Ridley.  Above Center, The MHS cheerleaders rode on a different kind of “float” in the Homecoming parade.  Above Right, MHS juniors 
represent their class in the parade.  Below Left, Warren Hartz drives fellow alumni (L to R) Sue Page, Kesley Colbert and Barbara Elinor in the parade.  Below Center Left, 
Steve Berryman drives fellow alumni (L to R) Paula Doster, Courtney Kee and Susan Askew in the parade.  Below Center Right, Lesa Roberson drives fellow alumni (L 
to R) Cheryl Oglesby-Townes, Ricky Price and Joel Washburn in the parade.   Below Right,  MHS alum Bobby Young rides in the parade. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Above Left, MHS seniors represent their class in the parade.  Above Center, From (L to R): Emily Young, Kim Moss, Karen Fowler and Tammy Haywood work the 
registration table at the tailgate party.  Above Right, The Rebel football team rode two fire engines in the parade.  Below Left,  McKenzie alums gathered for pregame 
festivities.  Below Right, The MHS Homecoming royalty rode in style in the parade. Pictured are (L to R): Charli Weatherford, Nadia Sisemore, Morgan Little, Olivia 
Cantrell and Carli Beeler. Photos by Joel Washburn and Brad Sam/The Banner

Left, MHS alum Sue Page donated her majorette uniform to the McKenzie High School Alumni Association. It was hand sewn by her mother.  Center Left, The McKen-
zie Marching Rebels participated in the Homecoming parade.  Center Right, (L to R): Kathy (Edwards) Meyers, Jerry Scott and Debra Scott are all smiles.  Right, The 
Lady Rebel basketball team rode in style at the parade.  Below Left, From (L to R): David Webb, Wesley Beal Jr., Terry Howell and Charles Beal caught up at the tailgate 
party.  Below Right, Martin Paschall (left) and Karen Camp were all smiles at the tailgate reunion. Photos by Joel Washburn and Brad Sam/The Banner
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a bake sale and a dunking 
booth from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in the police station parking 
lot.

At 1 p.m., a special cere-
mony honoring this year’s 
Outstanding Citizen, Jim-
my Crossett, and the 2025 
Pioneer Family, the Carter 
Family, is on Carroll Bank 
& Trust’s main stage. From 
there the festival will flow 
with music from an out-
standing lineup including 
Snowbird Street Band, 
Johnny Mac, the Kimberlie 
Helton Band and headlin-
er Taylor Hicks—winner 
of American Idol Season 
5—who takes the stage at 
7 p.m. and will meet fans 
for autographs and photos 
inside The Dixie Carter PAC 
after his performance.

There are a variety of 
activities throughout the 
day, including Huntingdon 
Historical Museum tours, 
ISTEA train rides, a petting 
zoo with pony rides and 
the “Small Town Cruisers” 

car show stretching along 
West Main Street. The Car-
roll Arts Storytelling Series 
offers engaging tales in The 
Dixie’s lower level, while 
face painting will add color 
and excitement for younger 
visitors. Mudslingers Pottery 
Studio opens its doors for 
studio walkthroughs and 
free, hands-on pottery ac-
tivities. At 1 p.m., The Dixie 
Carter PAC hosts a special 
artist reception showcasing 
the work of students from 
the ninth annual summer 
camp.

“This festival is all about 
celebrating who we are as 
a community,” said Chad 
Edwards, Mayor of Hunting-
don. “It’s a day where neigh-
bors catch up, families make 
memories and visitors get a 
true taste of Huntingdon’s 
small-town charm. We’re 
especially excited about this 
year’s lineup and the chance 
to welcome Taylor Hicks to 
our town.”

A d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e 
Huntingdon Heritage Fes-
tival is free, and guests are 
encouraged to bring fami-
ly, friends, lawn chairs and 
an appetite for great food, 

live entertainment and 
small-town tradition. For 
transportation assistance 
to and from the parking lot 
areas during the event, call 
731-986-5310.

More information—in-
cluding the full entertain-
ment lineup and vendor 
details—can be found by 
following the Huntingdon 
Heritage Festival on Face-
book or by scanning the 
festival’s QR code available 
on posters around town. 
This event is sponsored 
by Carroll Bank & Trust, 
Watson Lumber Co, West 
TN Public Utility District, 
Huntingdon Animal Clin-
ic, Huntingdon Insurance 
Agency, HTP, Taylor Real 
Estate & Auction, CupKate’s 
and Espey Oil Co., Inc.

The Huntingdon Heritage 
Festival is more than just a 
day of free music and fun—
it’s a celebration of com-
munity, tradition and the 
people who make this town 
special. Mark your calendar 
for September 27 and join 
us downtown for one of the 
region’s most anticipated 
annual events.

22 years as the skipper of 
the school’s Huntingdon 
Mustangs baseball team.

His record:
16 district championships
7 regional championships
9 state appearances
3 state runner-up trophies
16 players who also 

played collegiate ball
1 pro player
Dr. Kee said Eubanks 

dedicates many hours to 
maintaining the field and 
coaching the young ath-
letes. Kee also said Eubanks 
is not retiring; the naming 
is to honor his success and 
commitment.

 A formal ceremony will 

dedicate the naming of the 
field and the completion of 
the new combination press 
box, concession area, and 
restrooms.

 In other business, the 
Board heard a TISA ac-
countability report concern-
ing student progress for the 
preceding school year. 

The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Education requires 
each public school district 
to report student progress, 
which includes four goals: 
- Third-grade reading pro-
ficiency, (2) Reading for 
grades 3-12, (3) Math for 
grades 3-12, and (4) High 
School Ready Graduate.

The school continues 
to increase its target goals, 
but actual achievement 
varies from each year’s 
peer group. Dr. Kee said 

the school is intentional in 
its teaching methods and 
plans to retain the teaching 
method instead of varying it 
year-to-year. 

The Board approved 
an additional education-
al assistance position at 
Huntingdon Primary School 
as requested by the HPS 
administration.

The Board was advised 
that Homecoming is Octo-
ber 10, and a STEM Fair is 
November 4.

The school system re-
ceived a $26,000 public 
safety grant for the installa-
tion of security cameras and 
additional keyless security 
entries at doors.

The next  meeting is 
Wednesday, October 8, 5 
p.m. at the Board Office, 
High Street, Huntingdon.

Heritage
...From Front Page

Eubanks
...From Front Page

Griffin have worked in tan-
dem to increase the depart-
ment’s officer allotment 
to 22 personnel — all cer-
tified. The department’s 
growth in personnel num-
bers contributed to a sig-
nificant drop in McKenzie’s 
crime rates in 2024.

The staffing needs were 
clear: with only nine cer-
tified officers, the depart-
ment couldn’t address all 
crime in McKenzie. The 
eight uncertified personnel 
could assist with arrests but 
spent most of their time in 
training, which takes six 
months to a year.

“We would do the best 
we could,” said White. 
“We just didn’t have the 
manpower.”

Since 2022, the McK-
enzie Police Department 
has added three school 
resource officers, a ded-
icated drug position and 
an administrative sergeant 
for grant management. The 

department merged animal 
patrol and codes officer 
roles and secured new pa-
trol vehicles through grants.

Currently, the depart-
ment consists of 22 cer-
tified officers, one uncer-
tified codes enforcement 
officer, five dispatchers and 
two K9 officers—Gotchi 
and Toby.

During the August city 
council meeting, White re-
ported a decrease in crime 
statistics from 2023 to 
2024, citing the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation’s 
Crime Insight database. 
White attributed the de-
clining crime statistics to 
the city’s increased officer 
presence. 

Cases of sex offenses 
and robberies decreased 
by 100 percent. Cases in-
volving law enforcement 
officers being assaulted de-
creased by 66.67 percent. 
Burglary cases dropped 
56.52 percent. Other signif-
icant reductions included 
domestic violence (56.14 
percent), fraud (45.45 per-
cent), motor vehicle thefts 
(33.33 percent), aggravated 
assaults (30.43 percent), 

and DUIs (20 percent). No-
tably, there were no report-
ed hate crimes in 2024. 

The only category that 
increased was weapon law 
violations, which rose by 25 
percent, totaling five cases.

“I think that people are 
seeing that it’s safer now 
to be in McKenzie,” said 
Mayor Griffin. “Our crime 
rate has dropped drastical-
ly, and we’re very proud of 
our officers and the work 
that they’ve done.”

White emphasized the 
importance of teamwork 
in their success. 

“We have a good team of 
people who do a great job,” 
said White. “If it weren’t for 
those guys, we wouldn’t 
be where we are today. 
We’ve got a lot of support 
and we’ve got a lot of good 
people.”

The McKenzie Police 
Department, located in 
McKenzie City Hall at 2470 
Cedar Street, operates with 
three officers on patrol 
during each 12-hour shift, 
supported by the chief, 
chief assistant, investiga-
tors, and specialized offi-
cers during the day.

Police
...From Front Page

the clinic’s provider and a 
Greenfield native.

The ribbon-cutting was 
sponsored by the Weakley 
County Chamber of Com-
merce and attended by Er-
ica Moore, director; Justin 
Crice, CEO/ECD director; 
and Angie Lasiter, adminis-
trative assistant.

Moore expressed the 
Chamber’s excitement and 
gratitude for the addition of 
Hometown Health.

Also present were Home-
town owners and medical 
directors Dr. Bryan Merrick 
and Dr. Terry Colotta. Dr. 
Merrick expressed appreci-
ation for the supportive and 
welcoming environment 
provided by Greenfield 
and the Weakley County 
Chamber.

Guests at the grand open-
ing enjoyed refreshments, 

bags of Hometown swag 
and tours of the facility.

The Greenfield clinic is 
located at 1731 S. Meridian 
Street and is open Mon-
day through Friday from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. It is closed for 
lunch from 12 noon until 
12:30 p.m.

The clinic adds to the 
expanding company’s foot-
print of clinics in McKenzie, 
Gleason, Dresden, Hunting-
don, Bruceton, Camden and 
on the campus of Bethel 
University.

HHC
...From Front Page

Staff of Hometown Health in Greenfield received a plaque to display as members 
of the Weakley County Chamber of Commerce. Pictured are (L to R): Amber Da-
vidson, PA-C; Emily Atkins, front office associate; Ellen Pruitt, marketing direc-
tor; Tammy Etheridge, COO; Drs. Bryan Merrick and Terry Colotta, owners and 
medical directors; Anna Madison, LPN/radiology tech; Suzanne Cole, radiology 
tech; and Jessica Shelton, front office associate. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

was crowned prior to Fri-
day’s football game.

Other members of the 
royalty are senior Carli 
Beeler, 17-year-old daugh-
ter of Tim and Ashley Beel-
er; senior Morgan Little, 
17-year-old daughter of 

Patrick Little and Ashley 
Bell;  senior Nadia Sise-
more, 17-year-old daughter 
of Brittani Esch and Kris 
Sisemore; and senior Charli 
Weatherford, 17-year-old 
daughter of Kelly and Clara 
Weatherford.

The ladies were driv-
en onto the field by Steve 
B e r r y m a n  i n  a  s t y l i s h 
convertible.

McKenzie City Florist 
provide d the beauti ful 

flowers and the sash for 
the queen.

Members of the royalty 
were selected by nomina-
tions from each homeroom. 
T h e  M- C l u b  n a r r o w e d 
down the nominees to five.

The royalty were escorted 
by senior football players. 
Other senior players, along 
with senior cheerleader To-
bey Brooks, presented the 
crown and sash to Cantrell.

Queen
...From Front Page

The 2025 MHS Homecoming royalty includes (L to R): Charli Weatherford, Carli 
Beeler, Queen Olivia Cantrell, Nadia Sisemore and Morgan Little. Photo by Joel 
Washburn/The Banner

area schools, students and 
educators. The donation 
funded educational proj-
ects on DonorsChoose, a 
website that allows people 
to donate directly to class-
room requests submitted 
by public school teachers 
across the U.S.

This local funding is part 
of a larger nationwide effort 
to honor the Top 50 teams 
in the DR PEPPER® SONIC® 
GAMES, an annual SONIC 
training initiative. In total, 
the SONIC Foundation will 
donate $500,000 in Sep-
tember to fund educational 
projects in schools across 
the country in honor of the 
Top 50 SONIC locations.

The SONIC® Foundation 
funded the following proj-
ects at McKenzie Middle 
School (MMS) and McK-
enzie Elementary School 
(MES). 

Mrs. Beth Mathis, MMS 
vice principal:  “Student 
Movement.”  Mathis  re-
ceived outdoor equipment 
to encourage student move-
ment during fifth grade stu-
dents’ breaks. 

Ms. Lauren Flanner y, 
first grade: “Carnival Day” 
at MES and “Ms. Lauren’s 
Reading Nook.” On behalf 
of MES, Flannery received 
games for the school’s end-
of-year Carnival Day. She 
also received a futon and 
different flexible seating 
options for her classroom 
reading area.

Ms. Kelly Simmons, kin-
dergarten: “Glow Day” at 
MES. On behalf of MES, 
Simmons received glow 
necklaces, glow sticks and 
decorations for the school’s 
mid-year “Glow Day.”

Ms. Emily Bolin, second 
grade: “Ms. Emily’s Second 
Grade Class.” Bolin received 
an iPad, magnetic building 
materials for indoor play-
time, books and desk chairs 

for her classroom. 
Ms. Morgan Shell, spe-

cial education: “Learning 
Without Limits in Special 
Education.” Shell received 
general classroom supplies 
and math-based games.

Ms. Jana Stafford, kin-
dergarten: “Kindergarten 
Learning Fun.” Stafford 
received fun instructional 
materials for her classroom.

Ms.  Cari  Moore,  f irst 
grade: “Fresh Start in 1st 
Grade.” Moore received a 
bench to offer both flexible 
seating for students and 
storage space for a water 
bottle station, small dry 
erase boards and personal 
erasers and markers for her 
students. 

Ms. Kelsey Brown, first 
grade: “Classroom Boost: 
Storage & Student Incen-
tives.” Brown received re-
wards and incentives for 
her students and storage 
cabinets for her classroom. 

Ms. Ashley Crowell, first 
grade: “Mrs. Ashley’s 1st 
Grade.” Crowell received 
science and reading-based 
resources and rewards for 
her students.  

Ms. Rachel Edlin, first 
grade: “Rewarding the Joy of 
Learning” and “Cozy Read-

ing Nook.” Edlin received 
candy and rewards for a 
classroom treasure box, and 
a bookshelf and a carpet for 
her classroom reading area. 

Mrs. Lauren Banuelos, 
kindergarten: “Lighting the 
Way to Literacy.” Banuelos 
received materials for small 
group instruction and flex-
ible seating for her class-
room reading area. 

Ms. Brandy Turman, sec-
ond grade: “Help Bring a 
Dragon-Themed Reading 
Adventure to Life!” Tur-
man received books about 
dragons, fitting with her 
classroom theme, some 
of which teach important 
lessons about autism and 
stealing. She also received 
laptop desks. 

The SONIC® Foundation 
approved these donation 
requests on September 1. 
Within days, McKenzie El-
ementary School Principal 
Tonya Brown said it looked 
like Christmas came ear-
ly when all of the donat-
ed packages arrived at the 
school. The new furniture 
and materials have already 
become important tools in 
furthering McKenzie stu-
dents’ education. 

Sonic
...From Front Page

McKenzie Elementary School donation recipients: Lauren Flannery, Brandy Turman, 
Cari Moore, Emily Bolin, Lauren Banuelos, Kelsey Brown, Morgan Shell, Ashley 
Crowell, Rachel Edlin and Kelly Simmons. Not pictured: Jana Stafford. Photo by 
Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

McKenzie Middle School students use outdoor equip-
ment from Beth Mathis’ “Student Movement” project, 
donated to the school by the SONIC® Foundation. Photo 
submitted by Beth Mathis 

 JACKSON — Levi Edward 
Hamilton, 23, of Mansfield, 
Tennessee, has been sen-
tenced to 25 years in prison 
for creating a fictitious social 
media account via Instagram 
and using that account to 
solicit sexually explicit im-
ages and videos from several 
individuals, including minor 
children.  Joseph C. Mur-
phy, Jr., Interim U.S. Attorney 
for the Western District of 

Tennessee, announced the 
sentence today. 

Hamilton was charged 
with five counts of produc-
tion of child pornography, 
five counts of coercion and 
enticement of a minor, five 
counts of receipt of child 
pornography, three counts 
of transferring obscene mate-
rial to a minor, and one count 
of possessing child pornogra-
phy.  Following his guilty plea 

to two of the production of 
child pornography charges, 
United States District Judge 
S. Thomas Anderson sen-
tenced Hamilton to 25 years 
in prison and five years of su-
pervised release. There is no 
parole in the federal system. 

This case was investigated 
by the FBI Memphis Child 
Exploitation Task Force and 
the Henry County Sheriff ’s 
Office. 

Assistant United States 
Attorney Josh Morrow pros-
ecuted this case on behalf of 
the government.

Henry County Man Sentenced to 
25 Years for Child Pornography
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BY FRANK GIBSON
GLEASON — More than 
three dozen Gleason High 
School graduates gathered 
here over the Labor Day 
weekend for the Tater 
Town Special with many 
not accepting the notion 
of an American novelist 
and rock band that “you 
can’t go home again.”

It did not take long for two 
classes of Bulldogs from the 
mid-1960s to be remind-
ed of a blessed time in our 
lives. This year’s celebration 
began at the Bulldogs game 
with Bruceton-Hollow Rock 
when nine members of the 
school’s historic 1963 foot-
ball team were honored on 
the field at halftime. The 
three players, two cheer-
leaders, a manager and two 
members of the homecom-
ing royal court represented 
the highly-decorated team 
that won the school’s first 
Reelfoot Conference cham-
pionship and its first bowl 
game.

On Saturday, 20 mem-
bers of my Class of 1965 
gathered at the Masonic 
Lodge after the annual 
Tater Town Special parade 
to celebrate the 60th anni-
versary of our graduation. 
Classmates from as far as 
Novi, Michigan, and Land 
‘o Lakes, Florida (near Tam-
pa), came to catch up with 
those folk they had spent 12 
years with in school. They 
remember the glory days of 
the mid-1960s. Most agreed 
it was a blessed period in 
our lives.

The event that reinforced 
the “going-home” notion 
most strongly came on Sun-
day when the four-year-old 
Gleason School Alumni As-
sociation honored the 63-
64 and 64-65 classes in a 
true Reunion. Members of 
those classes were asked to 
submit their favorite school 
memories.

Perennial 1965 class lead-
er Bonnie Arnold Bullock, 
a Dresden CPA, and Mar-
tin resident Martha (Mott) 
Boone Sublett of the class 
of 1963-64 condensed and 
shared samples from each 
classmate with the oth-
er assembled Bulldogs. It 
brought home dozens of 
memories.

The most repeated mem-
ory was the smell of peanut 
butter cookies and hot rolls 
– fresh out of the oven — 
wafting from the school caf-
eteria. That brought smiles 
to the faces of those who 
remembered that aroma, 
but did not include it in 
their survey.

I was honored and flat-
tered when Kathy Williams 
Lawrence, alumni associ-
ation president, asked me 
to speak at the Sunday Re-
union on “how great the 
1963 football team was.” 
That was easy, it was simply 
the “greatest.”

So it doesn’t get forgot-
ten, we were honoring two 
classes of GHS students. 
Together, they made up a 
team of young men who 
gave Gleason the best foot-
ball team ever. It had seven 
seniors from the class of 
1964, nine juniors from the 
class of 1965, three sopho-
mores, and freshman Jere 
Jeter.

I was flattered that the 
alumni president was giv-
ing me credit for being 
able to remember enough 
60-year-old facts to do the 
assignment justice.

Indulge me a little.  I 
did not play on the 1963 

team. I was a team man-
ager with Robert Tuck and 
Richard Hodges. Did not 
play until my senior year 
because my grandmother, 
who had raised me, was 
afraid I would get hurt. I 
got knocked out cold in the 
fourth game of the season, 
but I never told her.

I covered the 1963 team’s 
success and exploits as the 
sports correspondent for 
the Dresden Enterprise and 
McKenzie Banner. And my 
classmates let me do it 
again my senior year when 
I was somehow chosen to 
be class reporter. It’s the 
stats I reported then that 
you’ll hear later.

That two-year experience 
launched a five-decade ca-
reer in journalism. One of 
the first things I learned was 
that no matter how small a 
newspaper is its publication 
is the first draft of history.

I need to say thanks to 
my pals and classmates 
Diane Black Mayo and 
Bonnie Arnold Bullock for 
digging into their closets 
for much-needed research 
material. The clips were on 
yellowed newsprint and 
were stories written for 
The Banner and Enterprise. 
They came just in the nick 
of time.

The Fall of 1963 was a 
magical time and indeed 
brought historic events 
to Tater Town, particular-
ly leading up to the 14th 
of November. I was a UT-
Vols season ticket holder 
for over 30 years and I can 
tell you proportionally, the 
Bulldogs’ ‘63 season ranks 
up there with the Vols 1998 
championship run in ex-
citement factor.

Carolyn Travillian Roney 
was the senior class re-
porter in 1963, so she did 
the Gleason High School 
News column in the En-
terprise and Banner. I did 
most sports as a junior 
and phoned in scores of all 
games – football and bas-
ketball — to the Nashville 
Tennessean and Memphis 
Commercial Appeal for $2 
a game.

I deferred to Carolyn on 
sports one week and was 
glad I did. She was the bet-
ter writer.

“Thursday night, Nov. 
14, was the highlight of the 
Gleason football season,” 
she reported. “The regular 
school day ended at 1 p.m. 
There was a motorcade 
through the county at 1:30 
and a bonfire following 
that. It was the most ex-
citing game of the season. 
The Bulldog fans were wild 
with joy” as the game end-
ed: Gleason 20, Parsons 
Red Tigers 14.

Since GHS did not have 
a band, the host team – 
Lexington High School 
– provided its pep band 
for the Rotary Bowl. Oth-
er fun facts: Parsons front 
line outweighed us by 20 
pounds per player. The 
backfield players were 10 
pounds heavier.

The mood in town was 
electric all season. Peo-
ple hung out at Hattie’s 
Dairy Bar, the only eatery 
in those days, long after 
every game and on Satur-
days, talking about football 
and reliving the glory from 
the previous night. Edgar 
Settlers, the new coach and 
a star quarterback at Aus-
tin Peay State University in 
Clarksville, had the town 
abuzz.

The team was undefeat-
ed going into the Reelfoot 

Conference champion-
ship game. Its defense had 
allowed only two touch-
downs in nine games. And 
then we beat Martin 15-6 
for the championship title, 
pushing opponents’ TD to-
tal to three in nine games.

The Bulldogs dominated 
every team in eight of the 
first nine games. McKenzie 
was the only blemish — a 
scoreless tie. We scored 195 
points to 12 in the regu-
lar season for an 8-0-1 re-
cord. That’s 27 touchdowns 
to two for the other side. 
When the season ended, 
we had scored 230 points 
to opponents’ 32.

Now for the heroes and 
heroics. The game provided 
plenty of drama. In first half, 
Junior Jimmy Morris inter-
cepted a pass thrown by 
the Red Tigers 205-pound 
quarterback. Fullback Jer-
ry Sanders then “dashed” 
for a 3-yard touchdown. 
We missed the extra point. 
Russell Byrd recovered a 
fumble.

Parsons scored a touch-
down and point after before 
halftime to lead us 7-6.

On the first play of the 
second half, Junior halfback 
Jimmy Belew “scampered” 
for a 68-yard touchdown 
that “brought everyone to 
their feet.” Sanders ran the 
extra points.

The Bulldogs held Par-
sons on the next posses-
sion and moved the ball 
73 yards to set up a 9-yard 
touchdown run by Belew. 
In my story, I said he “ram-
paged,” later to learn that 
was not one of the accepted 
sports-writing clichés.

Parsons scored a sec-
ond touchdown on a 45-
yard pass play, and Bull-
dog Quarterback Johnny 
Bradbury hit Junior Freddie 
Spain on two passes for 30 
yards.

As Carolyn reported in 
the GHS News: “The Bull-
dog fans were wild with 
joy.”

We had 17 first downs 
to Parson’s 7. We had no 
penalties and no fumbles.

This “bunch of boys” as 
I described them, had a 
two-year combined record 
of 16-2-2.

I have no documents to 
prove it, but this team was 
certainly the most decorat-
ed in school history. It was 
runner-up in the Reelfoot 
Conference standings in 
1964.

Stalwart  Junior Glen 
Margrave, the amazing 
center and captain, was 
All Reelfoot Conference 
for three of his four years. 
He was Honorable Men-
tion All-State, second team 
All-West Tennessee, Mr. 
Football and received the 
Dr. Jeter Award.

Freddie Spain was an 
all-conference end two 
years and honorable men-
tion All-West State.

Senior Ronnie Dilday, 
heart of the defense, was 
All-Conference and Hon-
orable Mention All-West 
State.

Junior Russell Byrd was 
all-conference at tack-
l e  a n d  M o s t  Va l u a b l e 
lineman.

Jimmy Belew, all-confer-
ence at fullback as a junior 
and honorable mention al- 
West-state, was a hard-run-
ning halfback who scored 
96 points with the 1963 
team.

Jerry Sanders was second 
team All-Reelfoot Confer-
ence, but with 98 points 
was the team’s scoring 

leader.
Larry Joe Freeman, last 

and certainly not least, was 
second team all-conference 
and received honorable 
mention for the All-West 
Tennessee team.

I was asked to say a little 
about Coach Edgar Settlers. 
Some may not know, but he 
passed away in 2020 back 
in Clarksville where he 
played college ball at Austin 
Peay State University. He 
was 94. He was obviously 
a good coach. Look at the 
results he got out of what he 
had – at a small school in a 
very aggressive conference.

Coach was also our se-
nior class sponsor with Su-
zanne Heath Russell. I had 
a unique relationship with 
him. I was a team manager 
for three years, almost like 
an assistant to him. He was 
many things. If I had to pick 
one word to describe him, it 
would be personality.

Finally, to close the con-
versation about whether 
you can or can’t go home 
again, I asked my favorite 
teacher and class sponsor, 
Suzanne Russell in McKen-
zie to weigh in:

“Here are my thoughts as 
best I can express them on 
paper,” she wrote. “I finally 
captured the phrase that 
rings in my brain when I go 
back to the place where I 
grew up. It is from the nov-
elist Thomas Wolfe who 
said, ‘You can’t go home 
again.’ Because the place 
and I have both changed, a 
true return to what I once 
knew is impossible. Those 
beloved familiar faces I 
once knew—those who 
loved, nourished, and shel-
tered me — are no longer 
there. Circumstances have 
changed; landmarks are 
altered or gone; so much 
of  the  environment  is 
different. 

“Yes, I can physically re-
turn to ‘my hometown,’ the 
place where I grew up, but 
it is no longer HOME!”

I moved away in 1965 
to go to college. I returned 
occasionally – whenever 
I could – and friends in 
Gleason – even at the 10th, 
40th, 50th and now the 
60th reunion – made me 
feel that I had come home. 
Then I read Ms. Suzanne’s 
comments on the subject 
and rode up North Cedar 
Street in Gleason, where I 
grew up.

The four-room house 
with the closed-in back 
porch has been torn down 
and replaced by the one-
big-room Rotary Commu-
nity Center. The large yard 
I played in and the two 
gardens my grandmother 
toiled in hour after hour 
are now part of a sports 
complex.

By Ms. Suzanne’s cir-
cumstance and standard, 
I don’t have a “home” to 
go to either, but I cling to 
the “home is where the 
heart is” overly-used adage. 
Thus, for me, “home” is 
with my friends in Gleason 
and its environs who claim 
me as one of their own and 
always invite me to return 
“home.”

Frank Gibson is a retired 
reporter and editor at The 
Tennessean in Nashville 
and a member of the Ten-
nessee Journalism Hall 
of Fame. He was named 
2018 Journalism and Elec-
tronic Media Alumnus of 
The Year by the Univer-
sity of Tennessee’s Col-
lege of Communication & 
Information.

Hail to the 1963, ‘64 Gleason High School Bulldogs

? Have An Opinion?
Tell us about it.  
E-mail us: banner@mckenziebanner.com

Please include your name, 
address and phone number 
(phone number will not be 

published). Name and address 
are required for publication.

HUNKER DOWN WITH KES

Think You Used Enough 
Dynamite There, Butch?

This is the prototypical 
good news/bad news sto-
ry. The bad news is Rob-
ert Redford died. What an 
actor! He looked like the 
Sundance Kid in that ter-
rific historical movie he 
made with Paul Newman. 
He talked like the Sundance 
Kid. He walked like the Sun-
dance Kid. He could shoot 
better than the Sundance 
Kid. I THOUGHT he was 
the Sundance Kid!

The good news is, I got 
my wife back.

As one could gather by 
the opening here, I’m a 
Robert Redford fan. My wife 
took it to a whole ’nother 
level.

We had known each oth-
er for years but did not start 
dating until she graduated 
from college. The storied 
university added a certain 
maturity and assurance 
to her that did not always 
work in my favor. And living 
in the big city (Nashville) 
could easily sway anyone 
away from their  down-
h o m e  We s t  Te n n e s s e e 
upbringing.

From any logical slant I 
put on it, it just seemed as 
natural as rainwater bounc-
ing off a henhouse tin roof 
that her expectations of 
what life held for her had 
skyrocketed based on her 
higher educational experi-
ences. I needed to up my 
game.      

I let my hair grow out. 
Hopefully, it would give me 
a decidedly cosmopolitan 
look. I rubbed in a little dab 
of Brylcreem for bounce 
and containment. I ran my 
fingers through my hair a 
few times, lowered my head 
so she could get a better 
look at the Brylcreem sheen 
lighting up each individu-
al hair follicle, and asked, 
“What do you think?”

“It’s OK. But if you were 
going for the Robert Red-
ford look, you missed by 
a country mile….and then 
some!”

Ouch!                                                             
When I finally got around 

to asking her to marry me, 
she readily agreed, but add-
ed, “Let’s put the wedding 
off for six months in case 
Robert calls.”

Listen,  I  had an epic 
size crush on Hayley Mills 
back when I was thirteen. 
I would imagine her “just 
happening by” Mr. Archie 
Moore’s Pond on many’a 
lazy summer afternoons. 
We’d wade out and pet the 
cows. I’d show her where 
me and Bobby Brewer bur-
ied the horseshoes. Her 
beauty, charm, and British 
accent would enthrall my 
little heart….

But it never one, single, 
solitary time crossed my 
mind to marry the bloom-
ing girl!    

Suffice it to say Cathy and 
I have seen a lot of Rob-
ert Redford over the years. 
Sometimes at the movies, 
but mostly on TV reruns. 
She leans toward “Out of 
Africa” and “Barefoot in the 
Park.” Give me “The Great 
Waldo Pepper” and “Tell 
Them Willie Boy Is Here.”

And some, like “Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance 
Kid,” are classics. There 
can’t be a scene in a movie 
any better than when New-
man and Redford are peer-
ing back down their trail at 
the persistent posse who 
won’t quit, asking, “Who are 
those guys?”

Unless  i t ’s  the scene 
where they are trapped on 
the high cliff by the same 
posse and their only way 
out is to jump into the rag-
ing river a mile or so below 
... and Sundance admits 
that he can’t swim….

If “Jeremiah Johnson” 
isn’t your all-time favorite 
movie, something is wrong 
with you. You can’t beat a 
story of a young fellow fed 
up with “life below” so he 
heads up into the Rocky 
Mountains to trap beaver in 
the 1840s. It is exactly what 
I would have done if I had 
been lucky enough to have 
lived back then.

Plus, Redford wore that 
huge bearskin hat to ward 
off the subzero weather 
in most of the movie. You 
couldn’t see his hair at all.  

“The Natural” was an in-
stant classic. Let me tell 
you, nobody could hit a 
baseball like Roy Hobbs! 
Unless it was Robert Red-
ford’s real life baseball hero, 
Ted Williams. Redford was a 
lifetime Boston Red Sox fan.

I have never held that 
against him.

One of his later movies, 
“An Unfinished Life” costar-
ring Morgan Freeman, is a 
hidden gem. “The Electric 
Horseman” was an excel-
lent movie. I even broke my 
“never watch a movie with 
Jane Fonda in it” vow to see 
this one. “The Sting,” with 
Paul Newman again, was 
another great adventure.  

I could go on and on, but 
certainly you have some of 
the same memories. My 
wife is not the only person 
who was in love with Robert 
Redford.  

Our collective hearts are 
saddened by his loss. But he 
was 89 years old. And what 
a full life he had lived!

I am not sure Robert Red-
ford and I were ever on the 
same wavelength when it 
came to politics, personal 
beliefs, who’s on first, etc. 
That was never the point, 
or an issue. He was an ac-
tor who gave us so much 
wonderful entertainment. 
He allowed us to escape for 
a moment and be carried 
along in whatever grand es-
capade he was flashing at us 
from across the big screen.

Much like Gary Cooper, 
Clark Cable,  Steve Mc-
Queen, and Lash LaRue did 
before him.      

Our lives have been en-
riched by his cinematic 
touch. And oh, how the 
joy lingers of riding along 
with him and Butch as they 
robbed banks, trains, and 
anybody else they could…. 
from Colorado all the way 
down to Bolivia….

Respectfully,
Kes

kesley45@aol.com

Without newspapers, where 
would you search to find the 
information on this page?
Newspapers bring a wealth of  information together. 
We do the legwork to keep you informed. All at a 
great low rate, less than the price of  a cup of  coffee.

BANNER
THETHE

Call 731.352.3323
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DELBERT GAIL 
RAINEY

1945�— 2025
DRESDEN — Delbert 

Gail Rainey, born on July 
28, 1945, in Trezevant, Ten-
nessee, died peacefully at 
his home on September 
16,  2025.  He was a be-
loved husband, father, and 
grandfather who dedicated 
his life to his family and 
community.

Delbert was not only an 
elder at the Liberty Church 
of Christ but also a well-re-
spected business owner, 
having operated Dresden 
Auto/Napa since 1972. His 
commitment to ser ving 
the community through 
his business was one of his 
proudest accomplishments, 
as he fostered relationships 
with many local residents.

D e l b e r t  w a s  b l e s s e d 
with a close-knit family. 
He leaves behind his devot-
ed wife, Doris Rainey, and 
their children: son, Dustin 
( L e e A n n )  R a i n e y ,  a n d 
daughter, Dawn (Randal) 
Walker. He took immense 
pride in his role as a grand-
father to Morgan (Hunt-
er) Orman, Alivia Rainey, 
Megan Walker, and Dax 
Rainey. He is also survived 
by his sister, Betty Wray 
King and several nieces and 
nephews who will cherish 
his memory.

Delbert had a lifelong 
passion for tractors, long-
horn cattle, and antique 
cars. His enthusiasm for 
these interests reflected 
his vibrant personality and 
love for the simple plea-
sures in life.

H e  w a s  p r e c e d e d  i n 
death by his parents, Omer 
Herbert Rainey and Ro-
berta Cole, as well as his 
brothers, Doris Rainey and 
Dwight Rainey.

A graveside service was 
September 18, 2025, at Lib-
erty Cemetery in Dresden, 
Tennessee. 

Bro. Steve Boone and 
Phil Meeks officiated the 
ceremony, and Delbert was 
honored by pallbearers 
Dana Cooper, Mark Coo-
per, Jason Baucum, Cory 
Baucum, Shawn Rennison, 
Rick Willis, Clay Higgs, and 
Casey Drewry.

Delbert Gail Rainey’s leg-
acy of kindness, service, 
and love will live on in the 

hearts of all who knew him. 
His presence will be deep-
ly missed, but the impact 
he made on his communi-
ty and family will endure 
forever.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to Lib-
erty Church of Christ at 349 
Hopper Road, Gleason, TN, 
38229.

Bowlin Funeral Home, 
Dresden, Tenn.+

SETA ROSS OXFORD
1965— 2025

HUNTINGDON — Mrs. 
Seta Darlene Oxford, 60, 
of Huntingdon, Tennessee, 
died Monday, September 
15, 2025, at her home.

Funeral services were 
F r i d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 , 
2025, in the Chapel of Dil-
day-Carter Funeral Home. 
Interment was at Liberty All 
Cemetery in Huntingdon. 

Mrs. Seta was born May 
10, 1965, in Chicago, Illi-
nois to the late Dale and 
Sue Ross. In addition to her 
parents, she is preceded 
in death by her son, Ross 
Hilliard; maternal grand-
parents, Arthur Lee, Mary 
Crews and George Mor-
gan; paternal grandparents, 
James and Mary Ross; one 
brother,  Terr y  “ Bubba” 
Ross.

She is survived by her 
husband of 26 years, Ken-
neth Oxford of Huntingdon, 
Tennessee; one daughter, 
Arlanna Oxford of Hunting-
don, Tennessee; one son, 
Oliver Oxford of Hunting-
d o n ,  Te n n e s s e e ;  o n e 
brother, Rusty (Joy) Ross 
of Huntingdon, Tennessee; 
three sister-in-laws, Judy 
(Grant) Oxford of Franklin, 
Tennessee, Karen Khosra-
vian of Greenville, Texas 
and Lisa (Ronnie) Hall of 
Olive Branch, Mississippi; 
one brother-in-law, Jeffrey 
(Raquel) Oxford of Wichi-
ta Falls, Texas and several 
nieces and nephews.

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements. 731-986-8281

TERRY ‘T-RAY’ 
PARHAM

1965 — 2025
GLEASON — Terry Ray 

“T-Ray” Parham, lovingly 
known as “T-Ray,” died at 
the age of 60 on  September  
18, 2025.

He was born on Septem-
ber 4, 1965, in Trenton, 
Tennessee, to Larry Parham 
of McKenzie and Linda Co-
ble of Gleason.

Terry is survived by his 
wife,  Marisa Parham of 
Dresden, Tenn.; his son, 
Nicholas Caleb Parham of 
Dresden, and wife, Brittany, 
along with their children 
Ella,  Kinsly,  Gracelyne, 
Kylen, and Gatlin; and his 
daughter, Courtney Shea 
Parham of McKenzie. He 
is  also sur vive d by his 
stepdaughters, Tremanda 
Johnson and Monica Dick, 
and their children, Isabella, 
Brooklyn, Brittany, Betha-

ny, Baleigh, Tyler, Madison, 
Haley, and Ashton.

He leaves behind his 
sisters,  Tina Hodges of 
Gleason, Tonya Duncan 
of Huntingdon, and To-
sha Gurley of Clarksburg. 
Funeral services for Terry 
were at First Baptist Church 
in Gleason on Saturday, 
September 20.

Williams Funeral Home, 
Gleason, Tenn.

NANCY E. CONNELL
1949 — 2025

  GLEASON — Services 
for Nancy E. Connell, 76, of 
Gleason, Tenn., were Sun-
day, September 21, 2025 
at Sandhill Baptist Church 
in Gleason. Burial was in 
Sandhill Cemetery.

She was born March 30, 
1949  and died September 
18, 2025.

Mrs. Connell is survived 
by three children, Kim-
berley (Tony) Coble of 
Gleason, Greg (Baronica) 
Williams of Martin, Tenn., 
and Tim Williams of North 
Dakota. She is also sur-
vived by two siblings, Ruth 
Casey of McKenzie, Tenn. 
and James Travis of Paris, 
Tenn. She leaves behind 
six grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren. 

Mrs. Connell was preced-
ed in death by her husband, 
Jerry Connell, and parents, 
Earl and Artie Travis.

Williams Funeral Home, 
Gleason.

 MARVIN RAY WISE
1941-2025

YUMA — Mar vin Ray 
Wise, 84, was born in Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania on 
July 1, 1941 to Raymond 
Ella Wise. He was a faithful 
member at Rock Springs 
Christian Fellowship at the 
time of his death. He en-
tered into eternal rest at his 
home in Yuma, Tennessee 
on September 15, 2025.

He is survived by 10 chil-
dren: Lloyd (Lizzie), Char-
lotte, Howard (Dorcas), 
Carl (Christine), Julia, Phil-
ip (Phebe), Timothy (Nan-
cy), Matthew (Susanna), 
Priscilla, Aquila (Elizabeth); 
36 grandchildren, and five 
great-grandchildren.

H e  w a s  p r e c e d e d  i n 
death by his parents, Ray-
mond and Ella Wise, his 
wife, Miriam of 53 years; 
two brothers, Raymond and 
Walter; and two grandchil-
dren, Rachel Wise and Mi-
chael Wise.

Surviving are three broth-
ers, Edwin, Lloyd, and Jay 
Paul, and one sister, Ruth-
Ann Wise.

As a family, we express 
our deep appreciation for 
the love, help and prayers 
you offered in our behalf 
and for your support in 
sharing the day with us. 
We ask an interest in your 
continued prayers in the 
adjustments ahead. +

Stones For Your Loved Ones
Largest Display of Memorials in W. Tennessee

“GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICES”

Henry County Monument Works
1203 S. Dunlap St., Paris, Tenn.  38242

THE TRAVIS FAMILY • Serving this area since 1924
731-642-2885 • www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

Honoring
 a Lifetime

Our funeral plans have the protection by the 
State of Tennessee through Tennessee 

Pre-Paid Funeral Benefi ts Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222

Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811
A5091/TF
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BRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME
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When you’re ready, we’re here.
No letters, no agents.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45

Greenfield, TN 38230

Traditional & Custom Headstones
 Etchings • Benches • Pet Markers 
Cremation Memorials • And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

MONUMENT WORKS
• Exquisite Memorials
• Large In-Door Display Rooms
   Air Conditioned and Heated
• Expert Craftsman
• Gray & Colored Granite Monuments

Three Generations - Same Location

  986-3050776 Main Street East
Huntingdon, TN 38344

Open Mon.-Sat.
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Griffin and Powell

Obituaries

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (Sep-
tember 19) — The ribbon 
cutting at Martha’s Musical 
Garden Friday morning was 
a memorial to Martha Tay-
lor, a lifelong public servant 
to the town of Huntingdon. 
Taylor’s family and friends 
joined Huntingdon town of-
ficials at the Carroll County 
Inclusion Park for the spe-
cial commemoration. 

Martha’s Musical Garden 
is a small area attached to 
the left of the Carroll County 
Inclusion Park playground. 
It has several large percus-
sion instruments, many 
shaped like plants, on which 
children can hit to make 
different musical noises. 

The ceremony celebrat-
ed Taylor’s legacy of vision 
and attention to detail, and 
the contributions of her 
children — Chad Taylor, 
Vicki Williams and Jennie 
Smith — who each received 
their mother’s dedication to 
service. Taylor’s daughter, 
Jennie, serves as treasurer 
on the Carroll County In-
clusion Park Playground 
Board.

Since the Inclusion Park 
opened in April 2024, sever-
al of the park’s board mem-
bers’ mothers have passed 
away. The board voted to 

dedicate places within the 
playground to the moms 
they lost — starting with 
Taylor. 

Taylor, who passed away 
in November 2024, had a 
decades-long career work-
ing for the Town of Hunting-
don. She began working 
in the water department 
and held several different 
positions before retiring as 
a city recorder.

“This ribbon cutting is 
more than just a ceremony,” 
said Lori Dillahunty, chair-
man of the Carroll County 
Inclusion Park Board. “It’s a 
reminder that Martha’s leg-
acy lives on in her children 
and grandchildren, and in 
the ways this community 
continues to grow stronger 
through their commitment.”

The ribbon cutting drew 
in Taylor’s family members, 
friends and past cowork-
ers, many who praised 
Taylor’s commitment to 
Huntingdon. 

Jerry Nolen and Toni 
Sawyers each vouched for 
Taylor’s dedication and 
friendship as the town re-
corder. Nolen recognized 
Taylor’s efforts to bring 
street lights to Hunting-
don’s main streets. Sawyers 
shared that while Taylor was 
her boss for many years, she 
also became a close friend. 

“It was such a pleasure to 
get to work with her but also 
be her friend,” said Sawyers, 
payroll personnel clerk for 
the Town of Huntingdon. 
She worked with Taylor for 
more than 46 years. 

“I’m so proud of this in 
memory of her. She was a 
great lady,” Sawyers said. 

Kelly Eubanks vouched 
for Taylor’s welcoming spir-
it. “Ms. Martha was a mama 
to everybody who walked in 
her house,” Eubanks said. 

Rhnea Hall, one of Tay-
lor’s five siblings, thanked 
the Carroll County Inclu-
sion Park Playground Board 
on behalf of her late sister. 
“This would have made 
Martha so happy,” Hall said. 

To close the ceremony, 
Dillahunty extended her 
thanks to Town of Hunting-
don employees Ronnie 
Breeden and Starr Rawls 
for their work overseeing 
the park’s facilities and the 
new playground. She also 
thanked Jason Martin and 
Tri-County Publishing for 
providing a sign to mark the 
space in Taylor’s honor. 

The Carroll County Inclu-
sion Park opened in April 
2024 as a place for children 
of all abilities to play. It sits 
at 450 Mustang Drive (for-
merly Fairgrounds Road) 
in Huntingdon, Tennessee.

Martha Taylor’s Legacy Immortalized 
At Musical Garden Ribbon Cutting

Above, Martha Taylor’s children — Chad Taylor, Jennie Smith and Vicki Williams 
— pose with Carroll County Inclusion Park Playground Board Head Chair Lori 
Dillahunty, town council member Kelly Eubanks and Huntingdon Mayor Chad 
Edwards in front of the Martha’s Musical Garden sign. The sign was designed 
by Nicki Cunningham and printed by Jason Martin at Tri-County Publishing.  
Below, Martha Taylor’s family, friends and coworkers gathered at Martha’s 
Musical Garden’s ribbon cutting Friday morning. Taylor’s son, Chad, cuts the 
ribbon. Photos by Lyndsey Summers/The Banner

SWEDISH SLAW
1 cabbage
1 onion
1 green pepper
Chop above and make 

the following and pour 
over mixture:

1 cup vinegar
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon turmeric
1 teaspoon mustard
B o i l  t o g e t h e r  o n e 

minute. Keeps from 1-2 
weeks in covered dish in 
refrigerator.

BAKED BEAN 
CASSEROLE

1 lb ground beef
1/3 cup onions chopped
3 tbsp brown sugar
3  tb sp  c h i l i  p o w d e r 

(optional)
1/3 cup diced celery
1 lrg can pork and beans
1/2 bottle ketchup
garlic salt to taste
In skillet, lightly brown 

meat, celery and onions. 
Add remaining ingredi-
ents. Mix thoughly. Bake 1 
hour at 375 degrees.

BEEF CHEESE BALL
3 -8oz. cream cheese
4 - 5  g r e e n  o n i o n s 

chopped
2 (2 1/2oz.) jars dried 

beef chopped
1 tablespoon accent
2 tbsp Worcestershire 

sauce
Mix together and shape 

into a ball. Roll in finely 
chopped pecans.

CHEESE SAUSAGE 
BISCUITS

1 lb sausage
1  l b  s h a r p  c h e d d a r 

cheese

1 small box bisquick
2 to 3 tablespoons water
B r o w n  s a u s a g e  a n d 

drain. Mix all ingredients 
together. Form into 1 1/2 
inch balls. Bake at 375 de-
grees for 15 to 20 minutes.

SALMON BALLS
1  l a r g e  c a n  s a l m o n 

(drain-deboned)
1 large cream cheese
1 teaspoon horseradish
1 tablespoon lemon
1 teaspoon onion flakes
Mix. Roll into ball. Chill 

one hour or longer. Roll in 
nuts and parsley flakes.

Thank you for your continued 
support of this newspaper.
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All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE 731-642-7171
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THE LONG WALK (R)

Tues.  7:35
Wed.  7:35
Thurs.  7:35

DEMON SLAYER (R)

Tues.  7:20
Wed.  7:20
Thurs.  7:20

DOWNTON ABBEY (PG)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

THE CONJURING:
LAST RITES (R)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

BIG BOLD BEAUTIFUL 
JOURNEY (R)

HIM (R)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

A2
45

5/
38

-1

UNION PRIMITIVE 
BAPTIST ANNUAL 

MEETING
Union Primitive Baptist 

Church, 2020 Ross Rd, McK-
enzie, hosts an annual meet-
ing on September 26-28: Fri-
day night at 7 p.m., Saturday 
at 10:30 a.m. and Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. Guest speaker is 
Elder Graham Simms.

STORYTELLING AT THE 
HERITAGE FESTIVAL
Carroll Arts, Inc. pres-

ents Storytelling during the 
Huntingdon Heritage Festi-
val in The Dixie PAC lower 
level from 11 a.m. — 12:30 
p.m. Speakers include: Kim 
Bell Webb, Ike Gilbert, Jan-
ice Crawford, David John-
son and more. Emcee is Joel 
Washburn. 

Other upcoming events 
include: A Mistletoe Christ-
mas Program during McK-
enzie’s Christmas Cele-
bration in December; the 
15th Annual Trivia Bowl 
in January 2026. For more 
information, please email 
carrollartsinc@gmail.com.

HERITAGE DAY CRUISE-IN
Small Town Cruisers of 

Huntingdon is hosting a 
cruise in during the Heritage 
Day Celebration in Hunting-
don. Saturday, September 
27,  9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Dash 
plaques provided for first 50 
cars registered.

MMS TITLE I/PARENT 
INVOLVEMENT MEETING

McKenzie Middle School’s 
annual Title I/Parent Involve-
ment Meeting is Wednes-
day, October 1 from 4:30-5 
p.m. in the MMS Library. 
All parents and guardians 
of MMS students are invited 
to attend. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Mrs. Jill 
Renfro, Parent Involvement 
Coordinator for MMS at ren-
froj1@mckenzieschools.org 
or 731-352-2792.

UPCOMING EVENTS
The following list of events 

was provided by Carroll 
County Chamber of Com-
merce. Specific information 
about events may be avail-
able at a later date.

September 27 — Hunting-
don Heritage Festival; Octo-
ber 13-17 — Local Schools 
Fall Break; October 27 — 
County Chamber Banquet; 
November 7-8 — Carroll 
County Christmas Market; 

November 24 — Ducks Un-
limited Banquet; December 
19 — Last day of fall semester.

EVERETT’S CHAPEL 
CEMETERY 

ASSOCIATION TO MEET
The Everett’s Chapel Cem-

etery Association meets Sun-
day, October 5 at 2 p.m. at 
Union Grove Baptist Church, 
1185 Union Church Road, 
McKenzie. All interested per-
sons are invited to attend.

CARROLL DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY MEETS

The Carroll County Dem-
ocratic Party meets the third 
Thursday of every month at 
6:30 p.m. at 12740 Lexington 
Street, Huntingdon.

CARROLL REPUBLICAN 
PARTY MEETS

Carroll County Republi-
can Party meets monthly 
each fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m. 
in the Public Safety Building 
in Huntingdon.

CARROLL COMMISSION 
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Commis-
sion meets the second Mon-
day of each month, 7 p.m., in 
the Conference Room of the 

Carroll County Office Com-
plex, High Street, Hunting-
don. No meetings in Febru-
ary and July.

CARROLL HUMANE 
SOCIETY EVENTS
Annual Fall Yard Sale

Friday, October 3 and Sat-
urday, October 4 at the shel-
ter, 8 a.m.-Noon.

We will be accepting do-
nations until Saturday, Sep-
tember 27th.  We will not 
accept donations after that 
date because we must have 
time to sort through and set 
up. Please no mattresses, 
car seats, undies, socks, bi-
cycle helmets. The shelter 
will be closed September 30 
and October 1-2 except by 
appointment.

Halloween Bingo
Monday, October 13, 6-9 

p.m. at the Carroll County 
Civic Center in Huntingdon.

We have other events 
planned for October, Novem-
ber and December and will 
update later but go ahead 
and mark your calendars for 
Friday, January 9, 2026.  We 
are planning an exciting new 
fundraising event, Casino 
Night!

Cat Vouchers
Cat spay/neuter vouchers 

are always available for $60. 
To purchase by phone for 

use at Paris Vet Clinic, call 
731-514-0878 and leave a 
message. These are avail-
able to anyone regardless of 
residency.  We now offer cat 
vouchers to Carroll Coun-
ty residents for use at the 
Huntingdon Animal Clin-
ic for $60. These must be 
purchased in person at the 
shelter with cash or card and 
proof of residency required.  
However, Carroll Co. resi-
dents can still use Paris Vet 
Clinic if preferred. 

Dog Vouchers
Dog spay/neuter vouch-

ers are still available for $60 
and must be purchased in 
person at the shelter using 
cash or card. We have lots 
of neuters available so those 
are available regardless of 
residency. Spay vouchers are 
currently for Carroll Co. resi-
dents only and appointments 
are backed up into Novem-
ber. Must be purchased at 
the shelter during business 
hours Tuesday-Saturday 8 
a.m.-12 p.m. Appointments 
will be made at the time of 
purchase. The participating 
vet clinic is Huntingdon An-
imal Clinic. We do recom-
mend that you have your pet 
vaccinated due to exposure 
to other animals. Puppies 
must be a minimum of four 
months of age (older if small 
breed) at the time of surgery.

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location — 
Adult Education Building, 
14155 Paris Street. Office 
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Classes are offered 
for one-on-one instruction 
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON. 
For more information, phone 
731-364-5481.

McKENZIE SENIOR 
CENTER EVENTS

Cakewalk and Dinner — 
Saturday, September 27. Din-
ner at 5 p.m. $5 for a hot dog, 
beans, chips and a drink. 
Cake auction at 5:45 p.m.; 
Cakewalk at 6 p.m., $5. Come 
meet our new auctioneer 
and enjoy live music!

Exercise class on week-
days at 9 a.m.

Billiards every day, 12:30 
to 4:30 p.m.

Canasta every Monday 
and Friday afternoon 12:30 
p.m.

Line Dance class every 
Monday and the first and 
third Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Every Tuesday — Jam ses-
sion with Steve Morris, 6 p.m. 
Open to the public.

Dominoes every Wednes-
day and Saturday, 12:30 p.m.

Game Day every Sunday 
at 3 p.m.

Top, Congregants stood outside the church to witness the burning of the note.  
Left, Bethel University Renaissance Choir conducted the worship service at First 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church on Sunday, September 21.  Right, Reverend Rob 
Harris, pastor, and Tracy Webb, chairman of the Nehemiah Building Committee, 
‘burned the note’, to signify the retirement of the debt on the church.  Photos by 
Joel Washburn/The Banner

McKENZIE (September 
21, 2025) — The congre-
gants at the First Cumber-

land Presbyterian Church 
in McKenzie celebrated a 
significant milestone on 
Sunday with the official 
note-burning ceremony, a 
worship service led by Beth-
el University’s Renaissance 
Choir, and Communion.

Reverend Rob Harris, 
pastor of the church, and 
Tracy Webb, chairman of 
the Nehemiah Building 
Committee, had the plea-
sure of burning the paid-off 
promissory note that fund-
ed the construction of the 
third and final phase of the 
building program. Congre-
gants gathered outside the 
church to watch Mr. Webb 
take a propane-fueled torch 
to the paper document as 
Brother Harris held the 
document.

The retirement of the fi-
nancial loan was made pos-
sible by the church family 
and a generous donation 
by the estate of Ruth and 
John Morris.

The first phase of con-
struction was the Family 
Life Center, which is often 
used by the church family 
and community.

The second phase was 
the construction of the out-
er shell of the sanctuary.

Th e  t h i rd  p h a s e  wa s 
t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e 
sanctuary. 

The church leadership 
was judicious in construc-
tion by only starting each 
new phase after each of the 
prior phases was paid.

History of First 
Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church-McKenzie
The Cumberland Pres-

byterian Church in McK-
enzie, Tennessee was or-
ganized on July 17, 1867 
with the Rev. J. M. Davies 
and 19 charter members, 
using the name “Bethle-
hem congregation of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church at McKenzie, Ten-
nessee. In 1872 land was 
purchased from J. M. McK-
enzie on Stonewall Street 
for $400 (1-1/3 acres). The 
congregation did erect a 
frame building at the back 
of the property, but met 
building difficulties and ac-
tually worshiped at Bethel 
College for some years. In 
1892, after a 5-year building 
program, the congregation 
moved into their new build-
ing with Gothic architec-
ture, a high vaulted slate 
roof, tall steeple and me-
morial art-glass windows. 
The building still stands at 
647 Stonewall Street and 
now houses Bethel Uni-
versity’s Bethel Perform-

ing Arts Center, where the 
Renaissance Theatre has 
performances.

In 1920, a seven-room 
brick manse was construct-
ed on the northeast corner 
of the church property for 
$8,000 and was used as a 
pastor’s residence through 
the years. The original Ed-
ucational Building with Fel-
lowship Hall named after 
Fannye Baxter Moore, was 
built in 1960.

This building now houses 
Bethel University’s Nursing 
Program.

 In 1997, the congregation 
felt it was time to remodel 
and enlarge their facilities 
or build. After much re-
search and with conflicting 
emotions, the session rec-
ommended that the congre-
gation build a new church 
facility. Approximately 18 
acres of land were pur-
chased at 16835 Highland 
Drive in McKenzie, and a 
new church building was 
erected. 

On February 2, 2002 (the 
birthday of the Cumber-
land Presbyterian Denom-

ination founded in 1810), 
the congregation had their 
final worship service in the 
old church on Stonewall St. 
and carried the altar, pulpit, 
baptismal font, brass cross, 
candlesticks, altar cloths, 
offering plates and other 
items to the new church 
where everyone gathered 
for a Service of Commu-
nion and a potluck lunch. 
The stained glass windows 
were also moved to the new 
location.

 In 2013, the church fam-
ily held a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new 450-
seat sanctuary. The exteri-
or was completed in 2015. 
The people of the church 
decided to retire the debt 
for the cost of the exterior 
before finishing the interior. 
Construction of the interior 
commenced in 2020.

On January 10, 2021, the 
first service in the newly 
erected sanctuary was held. 
The stained glass windows 
from the original location 
as well as the pipe organ, 
are installed in the new 
building.

Congregation Retired Mortgage, Celebrated with Renaissance

First Cumberland Presbyterian Celebrates 
Loan Retirement with Note-Burning Ceremony
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The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Education, in col-
laboration with Belmont 
University, has announced 
the selection of 71 school 
leaders for the 2025-26 
Tennessee Rural Principals 
Network (TRPN). Among 
those chosen is Dr. Jessica 
Williams, principal of West 
Carroll Elementary School.

T h e  T R P N  p r o g r a m 
unites principals from 
across the state to address 
the unique challenges and 
opportunities facing rural 
schools. Participants en-
gage in professional learn-
ing designed to strengthen 
rural education, including 
strategies for high-quality 
instruction, teacher re-
cruitment and retention 
and effective support for 
educators. The network 
also provides principals 
with opportunities to build 

meaningful relationships 
with other rural district 
leaders while accessing 
resources tailored to rural 
communities.

“I am honored to be se-
lected for the Tennessee 

Rural Principals Network,” 
said Dr. Williams. “I am 
thankful for the opportu-
nity to connect with other 
rural principals and grow 
as an instructional lead-
er to support students, 
teachers and staff at West 
Carroll.”

Her selection highlights 
her role in educational ex-
cellence and leadership 
at West Carroll Elementa-
ry and in the wider com-
munity. West Carroll Ele-
mentary is proud of this 
achievement and confi-
dent that her participation 
will benefit both the school 
and the district. The school 
community congratulates 
Dr. Williams on this hon-
or and looks forward to 
the perspectives and ex-
periences she will share 
with students, staff and the 
community.

GENERAL

BY STEVE CORLEW
Courtesy of The Lexington Progress

Have you ever had a nag-
ging feeling that something 
was not just right pertaining 
to your life?

You had different charac-
teristics than your parents, 
siblings, and other family 
members and that maybe, 
just maybe, you could have 
been switched at birth?

Well,  for one former 
Henderson Countian, who 
now resides in Huntingdon, 
those feelings turned out to 
be real as DNA testing later 
proved. She discovered that 
her parents, although loving 
and caring, were not her 
real birth parents. But it took 
57 years to find out the truth 
about who she really was.

“Not many people go 
through this kind of thing 
in life… I hope,” Teresa Ann 
Davis Carter said about her 
experience.

According to Teresa Ann 
Davis’ Certificate of Birth, 
she was born on Septem-
ber 14, 1962, at the Lex-
ington-Henderson County 
Hospital. Supposedly, the 
day before, another baby 
girl was born, weighing only 
one ounce different than 
Teresa. 

“My birth mother stated 
she birthed her child on 
September 13 at about 5:30 
in the evening. She saw her 
baby immediately but not 
again for at least 5 hours. 
She also asked many times 
the next day but was told 
that baby was asleep, feed-
ing, or being bathed.” 

Her recollection is dis-
turbing and likely indicates 
that something was going 
on at that time. 

The switch, while as im-
probable as it sounds, wasn’t 
discovered until many years 
later, after Carter decided to 
take advantage of a special 
being offered by Ancestory.
com. Those DNA test results 
proved not only life-chang-
ing for Carter, but it opened 
a window into a life she had 
suspected for years.

“The first time I realized 
something was different… 
my brothers and sisters had 
dark hair, but I didn’t,” said 
Carter. “And I was blond as 
a baby.”

At age 9 or 10, it was 
apparent that others no-

ticed she looked different 
when she attended family 
reunions. Family members 
asked her dad who she 
favored in the family and 
he responded laughingly… 
“The Milk Man.” She knew 
she looked different than 
everyone else in her family.

Carter grew up in Hu-
ron with her parents that 
brought her home from the 
hospital, Tommy and Pa-
tricia Ann Horton Davis. 
She attended Westover El-
ementary, graduated from 
Lexington High School and 
Jackson State Community 
College as well as The Uni-
versity of Tennessee at Mar-
tin and worked at FirstBank 
for 19 years.

It was after she married 
Dr. Lee Carter of Hunting-
don that he became very in-
terested in his family history 
and purchased DNA testing 
kits from Ancestry.com. He 
had taken advantage of a 
buy one, get one free offer.

In 2019, Carter took the 
DNA test from Ancestry.
com, which is the largest 
for-profit genealogical com-
pany in the world, and pro-
vides tools for researching 
family history, genealogy 
research, and setting up a 
family tree.

A year after taking the 
test, Carter said she started 
receiving odd email mes-
sages. She ignored these 
emails until May 23, 2020, 
when she received a mes-
sage stating that her parents 
had done nothing wrong, 
but there was something 
she needed to know about 
her life. It turns out the 
emails were from her birth 
half-sister. The curiosity got 
the better of Carter and she 
picked up the phone and 
dialed the number.

“I’m your half-sister,” the 
voice on the other end of 
the line said. “You were 
switched at birth.” She and 
my birth brother had done 
the research as far as check-
ing out my FaceBook page 
photos and birthdate.

Connecting with that 
mysterious person changed 
Carter’s life. That simple 
phrase, “switched at birth,” 
kept going through her 
mind. She began doing 
more research, trying to 
figure out how it happened 
and who she really was.

She started looking closer 
at family photos, checking 
Facebook accounts, and 
searching for more informa-
tion about her birth family 

and other relatives.
This sister sent Carter 

photos to compare. One 
was of Carter’s own son, 
and the other that of the 
biological brother. The re-
semblance was “striking.”

“My son looks like he is 
my brother’s child,” Carter 
said. “That’s freaky.”

Then came the picture of 
her birth mother. “I look like 
her,” Carter said.

She began to realize why 
so many people thought she 
looked different than her 
family members.

“I looked different, be-
cause I was different.” Carter 
stated.

The more she looked at 
photos on Facebook, the 
more she realized she really 
had been switched at birth.

Carter doesn’t know how 
the switch occurred. Child-
birth was different in the 
early 60s, and hospital stays 
were much longer then.

The most common iden-
tity method for babies used 
in the 1960s was the arm-
band that was put on im-
mediately after birth.

Carter has the photo of 
her mother holding her 
baby and that armband was 
attached tightly.

In that era, most women 
were given twilight anes-
thesia for childbirth, a seda-
tion technique that doesn’t 
deeply sedate patients. In 
those days doctors did not 
go into the nursery immedi-
ately after the mother gave 
birth so one of the nurs-
es would take the baby to 
the nursery and attach the 
identity armband as soon 
as possible. Note that nurses 
would rotate all positions 
during this time period, in-
cluding the nursery, accord-
ing to a nurse who still lives 
in Lexington and worked 
at this time at this hospital.

“There is no way this hap-
pened by accident,” Carter 
said she was told by several 
doctors and the above-men-
tioned nurse.

“The armband just didn’t 
fall off the arms of two ba-
bies,” Carter said. “How 
would it come off of two of 
them?”

For Carter, her father did 
not believe the results of the 
first DNA test, so she took 
another through 23andMe.
com. Those results were 
the same...

The remainder of the sto-
ry will run in next week’s 
edition.

Switched at Birth
Left, Teresa Ann Davis Carter. Right, In the hospital as a newborn in the hospital.

West Carroll Elementary Principal Chosen
For Tennessee Rural Principals Network

Dr. Jessica Williams, 
West Carroll Elementary 
Principal.

McKENZIE (September 18) — The downtown summer music series Nights on Broad-
way concluded Thursday with local favorites Flashback. A good crowd filled Veterans 
Park to enjoy the waning summer evening, great music and downtown businesses 
staying open late to be a part of the fun. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKENZIE (September 
16) — CASA, Court-Appoint-
ed Special Advocates (for 
children) was the featured 
program at the September 16 
meeting of the Rotary Club of 
McKenzie.

Cammy Estes and Annie 
Searock represented the lo-
cal organization that serves 
as the advocates for children 
who are removed from their 
home and placed in foster 
care or with other family 
members. 

C ASA volunte ers  are 
trained to advocate for the 
child and are appointed by 

the judge. General Sessions 
and Juvenile Judge Michael 
King supports the program 
and shortly after he was 
elected, he encouraged the 
agency to expand to Carroll 
County.

Many times, children are 
removed from their homes, 
placed in foster care, and 
often are relocated from their 
schools and friends. CASA 
volunteers are the eyes and 
ears for the children. They 
work independently of the 
Department of Children’s 
Services to best serve the 
child. CASA members in 

Carroll County work with 
the child and report their 
independent findings to the 
judge. 

Estes said it is often over-
whelming for the child to 
be placed in a new home, 
away from their parents and 
siblings. CASA serves as a 
special friend to the child.

CASA operates with volun-
teers. For more information, 
contact Cammy Estes, volun-
teer supervisor, at 731-358-
5774,or email carrollcasa.
volunteers@gmail.com.

CASA volunteers speak to McKenzie Rotary. (L to R): Rotary VP Armand Hebert, 
CASA representative Annie Searock, Carroll County Judge Michael King, CASA 
representative Cammy Estes, and Rotary President Ricky Price. 

Rotary Learns about CASA in Carroll County

Flashback Closes Nights on Broadway

BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGD ON (Sep-
tember 17) — Huntingdon 
Historical Society’s Septem-
ber meeting was held at the 
Dixie Carter Performing Arts 
Center and provided a re-
cap of the 26-year history of 
the center from concept and 
construction to 20 years of 
performances.

Susan Cary and Jean New-
some provided some high-
lights of the history of the 
building. 

The Center has served to 
enrich the arts - performing 
and visual. An annex, Mud-
slighers, converted from an 
old automotive service sta-
tion, now serves for training 
in pottery.

In 1999, Mayor Dale Kelley 
and business leaders met to 
address the revitalization of 
Huntingdon’s Central Busi-
ness District, placing an em-
phasis on bringing in a new 
restaurant and a theater for 
citizens of Huntingdon and 
its surrounding area to enjoy. 
That December, Mayor Dale 
Kelley revealed plans for the 
theater to be called The Dix-
ie Carter Performing Arts 
and Academic Enrichment 
Center. The Dixie is named 
after Dixie Carter, a famous 
actress and well-known res-
ident of Carroll County.

It was a bold move by the 
late Mayor Dale Kelley, who 
had dreamed of a performing 
arts center in Huntingdon af-
ter his service in the military, 
where he had seen one in a 
small community in Europe.

Th e  D i x i e  wa s  t o  b e 
housed in four of the origi-
nal buildings downtown that 
were 125 years old. However, 
in 2004, during construction, 
a portion of the south wall 
collapsed. For safety rea-
sons, it was decided that the 
original buildings would be 
demolished and a new build-

ing erected. Bricks from the 
original building have been 
used throughout The Dixie.

The Academic Enrich-
m e n t  C e n t e r  p r o v i d e s 
educational and cultural 
opportunities for area chil-
dren. The Dixie provides 
the following programs for 
children: dance classes, 
Dixie Youth Theatre, Dixie 
Children’s Chorus, Mud-
slinger’s Pottery Studio and 
summer camps. The Dixie 
also partners with Hunting-
don Middle School to offer 
after-school classes.

Mayor Kelley proposed to 
Dixie and Hal Holbrook the 
naming of the performing 
arts center and theatre within 
the performing arts center 
in honor of Hal Holbrook. 
Both Dixie and Hal were vis-
ibly moved and graciously 
accepted. 

“We were delighted to 
include this honor for Mr. 
Holbrook, who was an in-
valuable consultant to the 
architect in designing the 
theatre at the Center.” 

Both Dixie and Hal gra-
ciously supported The Dix-
ie throughout the years by 
performing fundraisers. 
Dixie performed her Cab-
aret show in 2002, and Hal 
has performed numerous 
Mark Twain Tonight! shows 

all to packed houses and 
overwhelmingly grateful 
audiences. 

The Dixie has presented 
hundreds of performance 
and education Series events 
in the Hal Holbrook Theatre 
to over 200,000 patrons.

Some of the performances 
include the New York City 
Ballet, Nashville Symphony, 
Richard Marx, Lady Ante-
bellum, Ronnie Milsap, Mid-
town Men, Carol Channing, 
Jason Isbell, Sara Evans and 
the Glenn Miller Orchestra. 

The Dixie is also home to 
The Dixie Players, a commu-
nity theatre troupe. 

The Dixie hosts numer-
ous free events every season 
for the region, which have 
included the 9/11 Never 
Forget Mobile Exhibit, U.S. 
Army Field Band Concert, 
Huntingdon Heritage Day 
Music and Arts Festival, 
Derby Day, and Main Street 
Christmas, to name a few. 

The Ballroom Gallery pro-
vides art exhibitions for vari-
ous media, honoring Tennes-
see artists. 

The Dixie Carter Perform-
ing Arts and Academic En-
richment Center, Home of 
the Hal Holbrook Theatre, 
has become a premier cultur-
al venue of West Tennessee.

In 1999, Dixie Carter stood in front of the row of build-
ings that stood where the Dixie Carter Performing Arts 
Center now stands. Photo by Joel Washburn/The Banner.

Huntingdon Historical Society Visits The Dixie
Attendees at the September meeting of the Huntingdon Historical Society toured 
The Dixie and heard about its history and significance. 

Teresa Davis Carter 
Learns She Was 
Switched at Birth
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Aggravated Cruelty to 
Animals —  Thomas A. 
Walker, 20, McDonald Ave-
nue, McKenzie was charged 
with Aggravated Cruelty to 
Animals on September 16.

Officer Jayden Rembert 
filed the report stating that 
witnesses observed a dead 
dog in a trash bag and then 
phoned the police. The wit-
nesses stated they had a 
recording of Walker admit-
ting to the act because the 
dog had bitten one of his 
children. Walker stated he 
had intended to dispose of 
the dog’s remains.

Sexual Battery — Chris-
topher Blake Poole, 26, 
Walnut Circle, McKenzie 
is accused of Sexual Bat-
tery following an incident in 
downtown McKenzie.

Officer Timothy Dillon 
filed a report stating that 
a female was at the Nights 
on Broadway on September 
18 when Poole asked her to 
accompany him to a vacant, 
but open-air building on 
Lee Street, where he report-
edly made unwanted phys-
ical contact with her. The 
female stated the advances 
toward her were unwant-

ed. She and a female friend 
went to the MPD station to 
report the incident. 

P o o l e  d e n i e d  t h e 
accusation. 

Driving on Suspended 
License — Emily Tindall, 
31, McCall Street, Hunting-
don, was charged with Driv-
ing on a Suspended License, 
Violation of the Light Law 
and Violation of Financial 
Responsibility on Septem-
ber 20.

Officer Jayden Rembert 
stopped Tindall’s vehicle 
for an inoperable right 
headlight. During the stop, 
he learned of her license 
suspension and the lack of 
insurance. She was cited 
into General Sessions Court.

McKenzie Police Reports

B r a n d o n  D o u g l a s 
Baucum, 26, of McKenzie, 
to Emma Ray Martin, 24, of 
McKenzie.

Marriage
License

BY LYNDSEY SUMMERS
lsummers@mckenziebanner.com

NASHVILLE — Begin-
ning October 1, Andy Holt 
will become Tennessee’s 
first, first-generation farmer 
to serve as the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture at the 
Tennessee Department of 
Agriculture (TDA). Holt re-
places Dr. Charlie Hatcher, 
D.V.M., who retired after 
nearly seven years of ser-
vice as commissioner and 
more than 21 years of state 
service. Governor Bill Lee 
announced the leadership 
change in a press release 
September 3.

Holt, a former member of 
the Tennessee General As-
sembly, is a self-made farm-
er. His interest in agriculture 
sprouted when he was in the 
fourth grade, growing with 
his involvement in 4-H and 
Future Farmers of America. 
After graduating from the 
University of Tennessee in 
Knoxville, Holt and his wife, 
Ellie, began farming togeth-
er. Their farm, Holt Family 
Farms, has since become 
an oft-visited destination in 
West Tennessee for local-
ly-grown pork, a fall pump-
kin patch and a spring tulip 
festival.

Holt began his service 
at the TDA in 2021 as the 
Director of Business De-
velopment. He moved up 
in ranks, becoming the As-
sistant Commissioner for 

Business Development for 
a few years. In January 2025, 
Holt became the Deputy 
Commissioner of the TDA. 

In his time at the TDA, 
Holt has worked to build in-
ternational relationships in 
the agriculture sector, con-
tributed to the Tennessee 
Agricultural Enhancement 
Program, guided legislative 
initiatives and regulatory 
protections and more. 

Holt succeeds Hatcher, 
who was sworn in as Ten-
nessee’s 38th Commission-
er of Agriculture in January 
2019. During Hatcher’s ten-
ure, he made record invest-
ments to strengthen food 
and fiber supply chains, 
expand rural businesses, 
conserve natural resources 
and create rural jobs while 
supporting nearly 70,000 
farming families.

Holt enters his new role 
as Commissioner with ex-
pansive knowledge of the 
economic struggles today’s 
farmers face. While he aims 
to lead similarly to past 
commissioners, he also in-
tends to push Tennessee to 
open new market opportu-
nities internationally. 

“Agriculture is by far the 
largest and, in my opinion, 
the most important industry 
in the state of Tennessee. 
It provides more jobs and 
provides more economic 
output than any other in-
dustry. My goal is to not 
only protect that and to pre-

serve that, but it is to grow 
that,” Holt said. 

In 2024, agriculture was 
by far Tennessee’s most 
profitable industry, bring-
ing in $103 billion worth of 
economic output. 

“Andy is a committed 
public servant who brings 
a personal understanding of 
the challenges and oppor-
tunities facing Tennessee 
farmers,” said Governor Lee. 
“I’m grateful for his lead-
ership and am confident 
he will serve Tennesseans 
with integrity by strengthen-
ing rural communities and 
supporting our agriculture 
industry.”

Holt thanked Governor 
Lee for selecting him for the 
role and praised his contri-
butions to the agriculture 
business. 

“I think Governor Lee is 
really, without question, the 
most pro-agriculture gover-
nor in the United States. He 
has demonstrated that not 
only with his words but with 
the budgetary priority he’s 
placed on agriculture…He’s 
not only a friend, not only a 
mentor, but he’s honestly an 
inspiration to me,” said Holt.

Prior to joining TDA, Holt 
represented House District 
76 in the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly for ten years. 
Holt lives with his wife and 
their seven children on the 
family farm near Dresden, 
Tennessee. 

Andy Holt is Tennessee’s New 
Commissioner of Agriculture

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

LEXINGTON (Septem-
ber 16) — The McKenzie 
High School cross country 
teams traveled Tuesday to 
compete in the Lexington 
Tiger Run.

The Lady Rebels earned 
second overall as a team. 
Abigail Wallace finished 
third after overcoming a 
foot injury in the second 

mile. Autumn Haywood 
earned fourth, and Bella 
Sass also medaled with a 
twelfth place finish. Sophie 
Dameron and Ava Hastings 
rounded out the team score. 
Haywood, Dameron and 
Hastings all ran season per-
sonal bests, along with Gra-
cie Aird and Avery Cantrell.

The girls team improved 
their average from 24:49 to 
24:11.

Rebel Cal Fawcett fin-

ished 24th, just missing a 
medal, but ran a season 
personal best along with 
Reed Little.

The boys team improved 
their average from 23:07 to 
22:56.

The competition includ-
ed 148 boys and 81 girls.

N e x t  f o r  M c K e n z i e 
cross country is a meet in 
Huntingdon on Tuesday, 
September 23.

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

SHARON/MILAN (Sep-
t e m b e r  1 5 - 1 6 )  —  Th e 
McKenzie High School golf 
teams wrapped the regular 
season with two dominant 
performances on Monday 
and Tuesday and are look-
ing to carry that momentum 
into the upcoming district 
tournament.

Monday, the teams trav-
eled to Persimmon Hills 
Golf Course in Sharon to 
face three district oppo-
nents, Westview, Union City 
and Dresden (boys only).

The Lady Rebels bested 
Westview and Union City 
by 17 and 24 strokes. Char-
lie Weatherford was the 
match medalist, shooting a 
40. Madelyn Morris scored 
a 46 for the team total of 86.

The Rebels defeated their 
three opposing teams with a 
score of 151. Westview was 
six strokes back for second 
place. Ethan Bradberry’s 33 
was good for match med-
alist with Ace Brown just 
behind with a 34. Nolan 
Fawcett’s 37 and Brady Al-
lison’s 47 filled out the team 
score.

Tuesday, the teams visit-
ed Milan Golf and Country 
Club, facing only the host 
Milan teams.

The Lady Rebels again 
shot an 86 for the win, this 
time by 21 strokes. Weather-
ford was the match medalist 
with a 34, two under par.

The Rebels scored a 
158 to claim the win by 39 
strokes. Brown had the edge 
for match medalist with a 
36, followed by Bradberry 

with a 38. Fawcett shot a 
40 and Allison a 44 for the 
team total.

For three seniors, it was 
their final regular season 
match. Landon Otis had a 
score of 47, Eli Vinson shot 
a 48 and Owen Walker had 
a 51.

The final regular season 
records are 26-8 for the 
Lady Rebels and 44-6-1 for 
the Rebels.

The District 14A tourna-
ments were Monday, Sep-
tember 22 at Persimmon 
Hills. (Results were not 
available prior to The Ban-
ner’s press deadline.)

The three top teams from 
each tournament advance 
to the Region 7A tourna-
ment, along with the top 
five individual players from 
nonqualifying teams.

Top Left, Huntingdon’s Kylie Tippitt makes a return from the corner. Tippitt had an 
ace, three digs and an assist in the Fillies’ win. Top Right, Lady Rebel Addison Milam 
makes a return. Milam had two kills in the contest. Above Left, Sunny Carter serves for 
the Fillies. Carter had ten kills in the match. Above Right, Lady Rebel Ashley Dunavant 
dives for a dig. Dunavant had one kill in the match. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (September 
18) — McKenzie High School 
hosted Riverside Thursday 
for a district volleyball match. 
The Lady Rebels were defeat-
ed 3-1 in four sets, bookend-
ed by two thrilling, down-to-
the-wire sets.

Momentum shifted several 
times in the opening set, but 
McKenzie battled for a 25-
23 win.

Riverside was in control 
for most of the next two sets, 

claiming them 25-14 and 25-
12, respectively.

The Lady Rebels fell be-
hind early in the fourth set 
but rallied, and the teams 
were tied multiple times. 
Riverside pulled ahead 23-
19, but McKenzie earned 
four straight points to knot 
the score again. It was tied 
again at 24-24, but the Lady 
Panthers scored two straight 
to take the set, 26-24.

Lady Rebel Kynadie Brown 
had five aces, one dig and 
eleven assists. Jaycee Staf-
ford had five kills, four aces, 

two digs and an assist. Ad-
dison Milam had five kills, 
two aces and five digs. Ridley 
Holt had a kill and four aces. 
Molly French had two kills, 
two aces and a dig. Ashley 
Dunavant had a kill and two 
digs. Haylee Beard had a kill. 
Kynlee Barden had an ace, 
and Natalia Taylor had a dig.

The Lady Rebels hosted 
Madison Academic Monday 
for a district double-head-
er (after The Banner’s press 
deadline) and will host West 
Carroll, also a district oppo-
nent, Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

Mc K E N Z I E  ( S e p t e m -
ber 15) — McKenzie High 
School hosted Huntingdon 
Monday for a district vol-
leyball contest. The visiting 
Fillies took the match in 
straight sets: 25-13, 25-6 
and 25-10.

Huntingdon’s Ellie Wil-
son had three kills, a dozen 
aces, one dig and one assist. 
Sunny Carter had ten kills. 

Taylor Canovan had four 
kills, two aces, five digs, 20 
assists and a block. Knox 
Bennett had one kill, five 
aces and five digs. Millie 
Singleton had four kills and 
two blocks.

Filly Cruz Perez had four 
kills, an ace and an assist. 
Emalynn Maness had two 
kills. Meredith Perritt had 
an ace, four digs and two 
assists. Grier Bartholomew 
had four digs. Kylie Tippitt 
had an ace, three digs and 

an assist. Maylyn Turner 
had a kill and a block.

Lady Rebel Addison Mi-
lam had two kills. Molly 
French had a kill  and a 
block. Ashley Dunavant 
and Ridley Holt each had 
a kill, and Kynadie Brown 
had an ace.

The two teams will meet 
again Thursday, Septem-
ber 25 in Huntingdon, be-
ginning with a JV match 
at 5 p.m.

Fillies Top Lady Rebels in Straight Sets

McKenzie High School golfers (L to R): Seated - Cayden Ownby, Eli Vinson, Morgan 
Little, Landon Otis, Charli Weatherford, Owen Walker and Brady Allison; Standing 
- Head Coach Tyler Holt, Hudson Garrett, Routon Wilson, Madelyn Morris, Ethan 
Bradberry, Nolan Fawcett and Ace Brown. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKenzie Wraps Regular Season with Wins

Left, Lady Rebel Kynadie Brown takes a tough angle to make a strong return. 
Right, Lady Rebel Natalia Taylor sets up her teammates to attempt a kill. Photo 
by Brad Sam/The Banner

Lady Rebels Fall to Riverside, 3-1

The McKenzie Lady Rebels earned second as a team at the Lexington Tiger Run. 
Photo courtesy Beth Mathis

Lady Rebels Earn Three Medals, Second Overall

Without newspapers, where 
would you search to find the 
information on this page?
We do the legwork to keep you informed.

BANNER
THETHE

Call 731.352.3323
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� Planning Commission Meeting-Regularly Monthly 
Session 
� Date: Thursday, October 2, 2025 
� Time: 6 p.m.
� Location: Community Center 

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Trezevant Planning 
Commission will hold its regular monthly meeting on 
Thursday, October 2, 2025 at 6 p.m. 

This month's agenda will include a discussion on Tiny Houses. 
Topics may include zoning considerations, placement 
guidelines, and potential impacts on the community. 

The public is invited and encouraged to attend. There will be an 
opportunity for the public to comment. 

The planning commission will have a regular 
monthly meeting on the fi rst Thursday of every 
month. 

For additional information, please contact City 
Hall at 731-669-4831 

PUBLIC NOTICE

A3
94

/3
8-

2

Notice is hereby given that the Town of Trezevant 
Board of Zoning Appeals will meet on October 
23, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. at the Trezevant Communi-
ty Center, Trezevant, Tennessee. The purpose of 
the special meeting is to consider an application 
by John Quinn and wife Stephanie Rexinger for a 
Special Exception under the 2007 Zoning Ordi-
nance of the Town of Trezevant, Tennessee in fur-
therance of settlement of pending litigation in the 
Chancery Court of Tennessee for the 24th Judicial 
District at Huntingdon, Carroll County, Tennessee 
styled Town of Trezevant v. John Quinn et al, Car-
roll Chancery #2025-CV-114. 

This is a public hearing during which an order of 
proof will be observed to maintain decorum and al-
low the applicants and the Town the opportunity to 
fairly and in an orderly way present evidence under 
oath for or against the application. At the conclu-
sion of the parties’ presentations, with permission 
of the Chair and subject to reasonable limitations as 
the Chair imposes, any other interested attendees 
will be permitted to address the Board under oath 
in support of or in opposition to the application. 
Finally, the Board will receive written submissions 
for or against the application fi led at Trezevant City 
Hall within fi ve (5) business days after the special 
meeting. A licensed court reporter will record the 
entire proceedings, including all proof submitted. 

Virginia Knott, Town Recorder

SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

TOWN OF TREZEVANT

A394/38-2

Carroll County Government (Tennessee)

Please notice that the Carroll County Mayor’s Offi ce shall 

accept sealed written bids for the following County Roads for 

the Period of July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026 and work 

MUST be completed by June 30, 2026: 

• MILLER RD BEGIN AT HWY 22 GO 1.2 MILES
• DOLLAR RD BEGIN AT HWY 22 GO 1.6 MILES
• HILL RD BEGIN AT ROCHELLE RD GO 1.05 MILES
• TOWER RD BEGIN AT HWY 423 GO 0.97 MILES

Proposals, bids, or responses must be submitted to the Offi ce 

of the Carroll County Mayor, Joseph G. Butler, at 625 High 

St. Suite 101, Carroll County Offi ce Complex, Huntingdon, 

Tennessee, 38344, no later than 9 a.m. CST, October 20, 
2025, at which time the bids will be opened and considered 

at a public meeting of the Purchasing Committee. 

For inquiries, please contact Carroll County Highway Department 

by phone at 731-986-1998 for specifi cations. For copies of bid 

documents, please email sbwilliams@carroll.tn.org or pick up 

documents at the Carroll County Highway Department.

All interested parties, without regard of race, color or national 

origin, shall be afforded the opportunity to bid and shall receive 

equal consideration. Title VI states “No person in the United 

States shall, on the ground of race, color or national origin, 

be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefi ts of, 

or be subjected to discrimination under any program activity 

receiving Federal fi nancial assistance.” Carroll County strives 

to protect individuals’ civil rights through active compliance 

with the requirements of Title VI. 

The Owner (Carroll County) further reserves the right to reject 

any and all bids, to waive any and all informalities and to 

negotiate contract terms with the successful bidder, and the 

right to disregard all non-conforming, non-responsive, or 

conditional bids. 

Joseph G. Butler, Mayor 

Publication Date: 9/22/2025
A3123/38-2

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Carroll County Government (Tennessee)

Please notice that the Carroll County Mayor’s Offi ce shall 

accept sealed written bids for the following State Aid Roads 

for the Period of July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026 and work 

MUST be completed by June 30, 2026: 

• OLD TREZEVANT RD.   State Aid No.  09018(4)
• WESTPORT RD.   State Aid No.  09013(16)
• BARREN SPRINGS CHURCH RD.   State Aid No.  09058(6)

Proposals, bids, or responses must be submitted to the Offi ce 

of the Carroll County Mayor, Joseph G. Butler, at 625 High 

St. Suite 101, Carroll County Offi ce Complex, Huntingdon, 

Tennessee, 38344, no later than 9 a.m. CST, October 20, 

2025, at which time the bids will be opened and considered 

at a public meeting of the Purchasing Committee. 

For inquiries, please contact the Carroll County Highway 

Department by phone at 731-986-1998 for specifi cations. For 

copies of bid documents, please email sbwilliams@carroll.

tn.org or pick up documents at the Carroll County Highway 

Department.

All interested parties, without regard of race, color or national 

origin, shall be afforded the opportunity to bid and shall receive 

equal consideration. Title VI states “No person in the United 

States shall, on the ground of race, color or national origin, 

be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefi ts of, 

or be subjected to discrimination under any program activity 

receiving Federal fi nancial assistance.” Carroll County strives 

to protect individuals’ civil rights through active compliance 

with the requirements of Title VI. 

The Owner (Carroll County) further reserves the right to 

reject any and all bids, to waive any and all informalities and 

to negotiate contract terms with the successful bidder, and 

the right to disregard all non-conforming, non-responsive, or 

conditional bids. 

Joseph G. Butler, Mayor 

Publication Date: 9/22/2025
A5605/38-2

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Theft of Merchandise — 
According to a report made 
on Sept. 6, Officer Brad Allen 
was dispatched to Walmart 
in Huntingdon for a shop-
lifting complaint. Store se-
curity stated that Laquita R. 
Baker, 49, had taken a dog 
bed, a can of Lysol spray, 
and a woman’s skirt, val-
ued together at $42.97. The 
merchandise was recovered, 
and Baker was cited into 
General Sessions Court for 
theft of property involving 
merchandise.

Criminal Trespass — Ac-
cording to a report made 
on Aug. 29, Sgt. Ethan Par-
ham cited Angela Daily, 36, 
for criminal trespass. Daily 
had previously been banned 
from all Walmart proper-
ties nationwide after an in-
cident in Milan on March 
25. She was observed inside 
Huntingdon Walmart in vi-
olation of that notice and 
was cited in Carroll County 
General Sessions Court.

Driving While License 
Suspended, Speeding — 
According to a report made 
on Sept. 1, Officer Malachi 
Arline stopped a 2006 Chev-
rolet Silverado on West Main 
Street for traveling 48 mph 
in a 30-mph zone. The driv-
er, Joshua B. Wyatt, 47, was 
found to have a suspended li-
cense out of Madison County 
for failure to appear. Wyatt 
was cited for speeding, driv-
ing while license suspended, 
and receipt of driver’s license 
for suspension. He was given 

10 days to report to Carroll 
County Jail to be booked and 
receive a court date.

Driving on Suspended 
License — According to a 
report made on Aug. 25, Sgt. 
Ethan Parham investigated 
a vehicle accident involving 
Shawn D. Dill, 60. During 
the investigation, a check 
through dispatch confirmed 
Dill’s driver’s license was sus-
pended following a failure to 
appear in Huntingdon City 
Court in 2012. Dill was cited 
for driving on a suspended li-
cense, first offense, and given 
10 days to report to Carroll 
County Jail for booking and 
a court date in General Ses-
sions Court.

Burglary, Theft of Mer-
chandise, Criminal Tres-
pass — According to a re-
port made on Aug. 29, Sgt. 
Ethan Parham responded 
to Walmart in Huntingdon, 
where Skyla Kelm, 24, was 
obser ved attempting to 
leave the store with unpaid 
merchandise. Kelm had pre-
viously been banned from 
all Walmart properties on 
March 25 and had signed 
a criminal trespass notice. 
Loss prevention reported 
that she had taken items on 
multiple occasions. The total 
restitution owed to Walmart 
was $144.58. After being read 
her rights, Kelm admitted 
to taking items because she 
needed them and did not 
have a job. She was arrested 
for Burglary, Theft of Prop-
erty- Conduct Involving 

Merchandise, and Criminal 
Trespass, and transported to 
Carroll County Jail.

Domestic Assault, Inter-
ference with Emergency 
Calls — According to a report 
made on Aug. 31, Sgt. Ethan 
Parham responded to a do-
mestic disturbance at a res-
idence on Forrest Hill Drive 
in Huntingdon. A woman 
reported that her boyfriend, 
Torey L. Watson, 30, had tak-
en her phone multiple times 
as she attempted to call 911, 
threw household items caus-
ing damage, pushed her, and 
chest-bumped her during the 
altercation. She also stated 
that Watson had frightened 
her and that she had been 
fearful for her safety for sev-
eral months. Watson was 
arrested at the scene and 
transported to Carroll Coun-
ty Jail, where he was charged 
with domestic assault and 
interference with emergency 
calls.

Public Intoxication — 
According to a report made 
on Aug. 27, Officer Jonathan 
McDowell responded to East 
Main Street in Huntingdon 
regarding a man lying near 
the road. The individual, Wil-
liam H. Hollowell, 42, was 
found intoxicated, with vomit 
on his clothing, and admitted 
to excessive drinking and 
taking over-the-counter pain 
medication. Hollowell was 
transported by EMS to the 
hospital as he was unfit for 
arrest. Charges were placed 
on file to be served once 
he was released from the 
hospital.

Britiani Realty Group, 
LLC to Edd Scarborough 
in District 4.

Tony James Brotherton 
Jr. to Denise Brotherton in 
District 16.

Timbervest Partners III, 
Tennessee, LLC to Joe Lu-
ebcke and Nicole Kathryn 
Orlowski. No District listed.

Lester V. and wife, Retha 
Galbreath to William Bradley 
and wife, Kimberly S. Bynum 
in District 22.

Francis M. Winebrenner to 
Francis M. Winebrenner and 
others in District 4.

K&L Holland 2, LLC to 
Gary M. and wife Kimberly 
N. Reed in District 7.

Logan Wade and wife Mer-
edith Drewry to Brandon 
Charles Hill in District 4.

Toni Marie Davis to J3E 
Properties, LLC in District 24.

Joyce Ann Scates to Brit-

tney Mowell. No District 
listed.

Vanessa J. North as trust-
ee to Lesa V. Harris in Dis-
trict 11.

Carolyn Smith to Ernest 
and wife, Nona McKee in 
District 45815.

Teresa Suzanne Parris as 
trustee to James M. Jackson 
Jr. in District 4.

Terry Volunteer Fire De-
partment to the County of 
Carroll in District 6.

Edd Scarborough to Jas-
mine McMackins Hatcher in 
District 4.

42 Investment Properties 
LLC to 108 Spruce St. N LLC. 
No District listed.

42 Investment Properties 
LLC to 108 Spruce St 2 LLC. 
No District listed.

42 Investment Properties 
LLC, to 910 Hammel LN, 
LLC. No District listed.

Robin M. Campbell (now 
Eves) to Lori and husband Ja-
cob Henderson in District 22.

Bobby Joe Mann to Bob-
by Joe Mann and others in 
District 10.

Bobby Joe Mann to Sandi 
K. Mann in District 10.

Jessica Chandler to Lee T. 
Chandler. No District listed.

Mikel Jones to Mikel Jones 
and others. No District listed.

Emily Kelly as trustee to 
Kimberly Kelly and others in 
District 15, 16, and 18.

Michael C. Blundell to Mi-
cah L. Blundell in District 22.

Ke l l y  a n d  w i f e  B e t h 
Moore to Peyton Moody in 
District 11.

Felony Evading, Reck-
less Driving, Driving While 
Revoked — According to a 
report by Deputy Daniel J. 
Thomas, on Sept. 10 dep-
uties attempted to stop a 
small SUV at the intersec-
tion of Highway 424 and 
Yuma Road in Yuma after 
the driver failed to stop at a 
stop sign and nearly entered 
the roadway. The driver, lat-
er identified as Jared Tyler 
Baugus, 25, of Holladay, sat 
stationary for several sec-
onds before reversing and 
pulling beside the deputy’s 
patrol vehicle. When ques-
tioned, he gave inconsistent 
names and appeared un-
clear in his speech, leading 
deputies to suspect possible 
impairment.

When instructed to pull 
forward so a traffic stop 
could be initiated, Bau-
gus accelerated toward 
Highway 114 and fled at a 
high rate of speed. Depu-
ties began pursuit, recall-
ing that the day before a 
similar white pickup had 
fled a traffic stop in the 
same area. Video footage 
from Clarksburg business 
and a resident’s statement 
had identified Baugus as 
the driver in that earlier 
incident.

Although deputies brief-

ly lost sight of the SUV, 
they followed dust trails 
and tracks leading toward 
Baugus’s residence on Bi-
ble Hill Road. With assis-
tance from Benton County 
deputies, officers found 
a dark SUV parked near 
the white pickup from the 
previous night. The hood 
was still warm, and fresh 
tracks in the grass led to 
the home. Deputies then 
encountered Baugus exit-
ing the house while drink-
ing from a gallon of milk. 
He was taken into custody 
without further incident.

After being advised of 
his rights, Baugus admit-
ted to fleeing from depu-
ties the night before and 
claimed he was “being 
set up.” A records check 
confirmed his license was 
revoked for DUI with an 
interlock restriction, yet 
the vehicle he was driving 
did not contain an inter-
lock device. Baugus was 
transported to the Carroll 
County Jail and charged 
with felony evading, reck-
less driving, and driving 
while revoked.

Theft of property — Ac-
cording to a report by Inves-
tigator Angel Furr, on Sept. 
11, deputies were called to 
the Dollar General Store 

in Atwood after Timothy 
Lynn Pugh reported losing 
his wallet in the parking lot. 
Pugh described the wallet 
as brown leather and con-
taining approximately $300 
in cash along with multi-
ple credit cards and a bank 
card. Surveillance footage 
showed a white male bend-
ing down to pick up the 
wallet before leaving the 
parking lot in a silver pickup 
with a female passenger.

Through follow-up inves-
tigation, deputies identified 
the male as Charles Cisco 
Mann, 73, of Atwood. When 
confronted, Mann initially 
claimed he had picked up 
a pack of cigarettes. After 
being told the video clear-
ly showed a wallet, Mann 
later produced the missing 
wallet but claimed it had 
been empty. Pugh later con-
firmed the wallet was his, 
although the cash and cards 
were missing.

On Sept. 16 deputies ob-
tained a warrant for Mann’s 
arrest. He was taken into 
custody at his residence on 
Highway 79 and transport-
ed to the Carroll County Jail. 
His bond was set at $2,500. 
Mann was charged with 
theft of property.

Huntingdon Police Reports

Property
Transfers

Carroll County Sheriff ’s Reports

The following cases were 
heard in Carroll County 
General Sessions Court on 
September 17.

Darius L. Hastings, Man-
sfield Road, Mansfield, 
bound over, Aggravated 
Assault; bound over, Ag-
gravated Assault; bound 
over, Aggravated Assault.

Alan Jastrzembski, Fowl-
er Circle, Hollow Rock, 
bound over, Possession 
of Unlawful Drug Para-
phernalia Uses & Activi-
ties; bound over, Posses-
sion of Firearm Intent to 
Go Armed - Dangerous 
Felony - Sol; bound over, 
Possession of Weapon - 
Convicted Felon; bound 
over, Simple Possession/
Casual Exchange; bound 
over, Simple Possession/
Casual Exchange; bound 
over, Meth - Possession or 
Casual Exchange; bound 
over, Schedule II Drugs: 
Fentanyl - 0.5 grams or 
greater. 

Rodrigo Atkinson Rey-
na, Ash Street, Bruceton, 
bound over, Unlawful Pos-
session of Weapon. 

Sierra Sauls, Fowler Cir-
cle, Hollow Rock, bound 
over, Possession of a Fire-
arm Intent to Go Armed - 
Dangerous Felony; bound 
over, Meth - Possession or 
Casual Exchange; bound 
over, Schedule II Drugs: 
Fentanyl - 0.5 grams or 
g r e a t e r ;  b o u n d  o v e r, 
Schedule IV Drugs: MFG, 
Del, Sell, Possess; bound 

over, Possession of Un-
lawful Drug Paraphernalia 
Uses & Activities. 

The following cases re-
sulted in a guilty plea or 
finding.

Joshua Jeremiah Darnell 
Bailey, W. Forest Avenue, 
Detroit, Mich., guilty, less-
er charge, Theft of Mer-
chandise - Shoplifting, no 
fine, supervised probation 
for sentence, no contact 
with Walmart, cognitive 
behavioral training course; 
pre-trial diversion, Evading 
Arrest.

M a t t h e w  C e l u s t a , 
B ethel  Court ,  McKen-
zie, guilty, lesser charge, 
Public Intoxication, no 
fine, unsupervised pro-
bation for sentence, alco-
hol drug evaluation and 
recommendations. 

Matthew Dalton, Craft 
Road, Olive Branch, Miss., 
guilty, lesser charge, Theft 
of Merchandise - Up to 
$1,000, no fine, 11/29, 
$113.93 to Walmart, super-
vised probation for until 
conditions complete, no 
contact with Walmart for 
one year, report to Carroll 
County Jail on October 3, 
can be transferred to unsu-
pervised after completion 
of conditions. 

Alan Donald Jastrzem-
bski, N. Forrest, Camden, 
guilty, Driving While Li-
cense Suspended - Non-
resident; guilty, Reckless 
Driving; guilty, Evading 
Arrest.

Dennie Jessee III, Hwy. 
219, Huntingdon, guilty, 
Driving While License Re-
voked, no fine, supervised 
probation until costs are 
paid.

Wizdom K Laws, Wood 
Ave., Camden, guilty, less-
er charge, Driving While 
License Canceled, $50 fine, 
supervised probation until 
conditions complete, must 
obtain valid Tennessee 
driver’s license; dismissed, 
Financial Responsibility 
Law; dismissed, Improper 
Lane Change. 

Caleb Riddle, Old La-
vinia Road, Cedar Grove, 
guilty, lesser charge, Driv-
ing While License Sus-
pended, $100 fine, super-
vised probation until con-
ditions complete, brought 
proof of proper registra-
tion; guilty, lesser charge, 
Financial Responsibility 
Law, $100 fine, supervised 
probation until conditions 
complete, brought proof 
of proper registration; dis-
missed, Registration Ex-
pired; dismissed, Display 
of Registration Plates.

The fol lowing cases 
were rescheduled.

Rashad J. Brown, De-
ziray Buckley, Samuel A. 
Jewel, Charlie Long, De-
sirae Marie Perry, Tasha 
Marie Simmons,  Jona-
than R. Sullivan, James D. 
Warbritton, James Derrick 
Warbritton. 

Carroll County General Sessions Report

❶ ❷ ❸
Easy as

Read the e-edition at 
www.readthebanner.com
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Color A Masterpiece

Answer: Algebros!

Riddle Me This
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase 
below? Use each letter only once.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

COMPANIONSHIP

LETTER MIX-UP

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell something 
pertaining to this week’s theme.

NSIIVET

Answer: Invites

What do you call two 
math friends?

Week 37 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 37

 

Weekly 
Crossword

Week 38 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS

  1. Gas usage measurement

  4. Muslim mystic

  8. Towards the mouth or oral 
region

 10. Monday (Spanish)

 11. Frame for a coffi n

 12. Rub out

 13. John __, English educator 
l467-l5l9

 15. Small round particle

 16. Chilean seaport

 17. News service

 18. Pay for dinner

 21. Glamorous city

 22. Subway rodent

 23. “The Raven” author

 24. Buddhist festival

 25. Cost, insurance and freight 
(abbr.)

 26. Indigenous person of 
Thailand

 27. “The Blonde Bombshell”

 34. Series-ending episodes

 35. Bluish greens

 36. Aquatic mammal

 37. Unit of measurement

 38. Eye membranes

 39. Indian god of dissolution

 40. People of Scotland

 41. Leak slowly through

 42. Rock icon Turner

 43. Midway between south 
and southeast

CLUES DOWN

  1. Large hat covering

  2. “From what is earlier” 
(Latin)

  3. Celtic

  4. Retirement region

  5. A way to change posture

  6. Touches

  7. A small island

  9. Rubbish

 10. A citizen of Laos

 12. A place to dance

 14. 19th letter of Greek 
alphabet

 15. Mild expression of surprise

 17. 17th letter of Greek 
alphabet

 19. Descriptions

 20. Men’s fashion accessory

 23. Thieves of the sea

 24. Prohibit

 25. Card game

 26. French and Belgian river

 27. Underling

 28. Downwind

 29. Type of medication

 30. German city

 31. Animal disease

 32. Martini ingredients

 33. Get away from

 34. Stuffed (French)

 36. Type of precipitation

Fun By Th e Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 

have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pen-
cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 38

See solution in next week’s edition.

Peace of Mind.
One of the many services we provide.

Affection
Bond

Caring
Comfort

Communication
Companionship

Connection
Dependable

Empathy
Forgiveness

Fun
Harmony

Honesty
Kindness
Laughter

Love
Loyalty

Memories

Respect
Sharing
Support

Togetherness
Trust

Understanding

Friendship Word Search
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CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/T
F

A7655/26-TF

Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

FOR LEASE
AVAILABLE — 4,000 SQ. 
FT. NEXT TO H&R BLOCK, 
a t  C e d a r  S t r e e t  P l a z a , 
1926 Cedar Street, McK-
enzie. Call 731-352-2189. 
A5404/20-TF

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq. 
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway 
79 Highland Mall, across 
from the post office. Call 
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

FOR SALE
E AG L E  B U I L D I N G S  — 
N E W  &  U S E D  P O R T A-
BLE BUILDINGS, Cabins, 
Carports & Garages. 314 
Memorial Dr., Paris (731) 
644-0090; 202 Memorial 
Dr., Paris (731) 641-2800; 
17595 Highland Dr., McK-
enzie (731) 393-0277; 1409 
Hw y 70 W, Camden (731) 
279-4192; 15035 S. First St., 
Milan (731) 613-2166; 586 
W. Church St., Lexington 
(731) 249-9184; 852 Univer-
sity St., Martin (731) 281-
7117. eaglebuildingstn.com. 
A7655/50-TF

FOR RENT
H O U S E S  A N D  A PA R T-
M E N T S :  M c K E N Z I E 
A R E A . w w w. mcken z ie -
homefi nders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

SERVICES
PETER ING CONSTRUC-
TION — 30+ Y EARS EX-
PERIENCE. Remodeling, 
additions, garages, decks, 
sheds, metal roofs & more. 
Call for free estimates today. 
731-358-9144. R26180/33-20

S AW Y E R S  T R E E  S E R-
V ICE: 60’ Bucket Tr uck. 
Take Down or Prune. Haul 
Off and Clean Up. Grind 
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call 
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

JOE’S TREE SERVICE AND 
STUMP REMOVAL: 60 ft. 
bucket truck, prune or take 
down grind stumps, clean 
up and haul off , insured, free 
estimates. 731-697-0023 or 
731-513-1518. A7084/21-TF

W E BU Y HOUSE S F OR 
CASH AS-IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 
process: Call, get cash off er 
and get paid. Call today for 
your fair cash off er: 1-931-
203-8580. (TnScan)

YOUR LOW COST ADVER-
TISING SOLUTION! One 
call & your 25 word ad will 
appea r i n 99 Ten nessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 
27 West TN newspapers for 
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classifi ed advertising 
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks. 
(TnScan)HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
OLSH A N FOUN DATION 
SOLUTIONS. Your trusted 
foundation repair experts 
since 1933. Foundation re-
pair. Crawl space recovery. 
Basement waterproofing. 
Water ma nagement a nd 
more. Free evaluation. Lim-
ited time up to $250 off  foun-
dation repair. Call Olshan 
1-866-265-5932. (TnScan)

PR E PA R E FOR POW E R 
OU TAGE S T ODAY w it h 
a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-
ceive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-888-869-5542 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a 
power move. (TnScan)

AUCTIONS
G E T  T H E  W O R D  O U T 
ABOUT YOUR NEXT AUC-
TION! Save Time & $$$. One 
Call for All. Your ad can ap-
pear in this newspaper + 98 
other TN newspapers. For 
more info, contact this news-
paper’s classifi ed dept. or call 
Becky Moats 931-624-8916. 
(TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER INTERNET for speeds 
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, 
no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make the 
switch. Call 1-855-481-3340. 
(TnScan)

GET BOOST I N F I N I T E! 
UNLIMITED TALK, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

DIR ECT V — A LL YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof ! Sign up 
for Direct and get your fi rst 
free months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-844-230-
4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ INTERNET! Free Install, 
Free H D -DV R Upg rade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-844-274-6074. (Tn-
Scan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY
PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! 
Call 844-713-6706. (TnScan)

D E N T A L  I N S U R A N C E 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance-NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Infor-
mation Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-844-278-8285 www.
dental50plus.com/tnpress 
#6258. (TnScan)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA AND 
CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore 
prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 1-833-641-6546. (Tn-
Scan)

Doing business 

without advertising is 

like ‘winking’ at someone 

in the dark; you know 

what you are doing, 

but no one else does.   

— Walter Seward

Call us today. 
731.352.3323

Real products 
that TCP 

can produce.

3 Banner Row
McKenzie, Tennessee
 printing@tricopub.com

Taking Care of People,
Printing & Promotions 
Since 1978.

14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

A8
66

1/
34

-T
F

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731.352.2761

nickyjoestaff ordrealestate@outlook.com
www.staff ord-realestate.com

Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD

NICKY JOE

Sandi Roditis

731-415-2927

Buford Taylor

731-225-8321

Valarie McMackin

731-418-2313

Jason Artymovich

586-243-3257

Blake Cossey

731-607-8643

Maleah Hollingsworth

731-694-7871

Residential
Municipal

Commercial
Irrigation Well Drilling

Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

Over 30 years of experience

A5
19

/14
-T

F

R

US
SELL’ S

WELL DRILLING
731-415-6550

Russell Basford, Owner

P.O. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201
russell.drilling@hotmail.com

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

SEPTIC PUMPING
731-234-6012

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Backhoe • Trenching • Gas Piping • Septic Pumping • Pipe Water 
Heaters • Well Tanks • Valves • Fittings • Faucets

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF 

INVENTORY FOR THOSE 
AFTER HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

TOLBERT
Plumbing & Electric

TF

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Business Directory
Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
654 Main Street North
McKenzie, TN 38201 
731-352-7822

> edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

A3272/38-1

Invest in your 
retirement.
We can help.
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HUMBOLDT (September 
19) — West Carroll High 
School traveled Friday for 
a region football contest 
at Humboldt High School. 
In a high-scoring affair, the 
War Eagles kept pace early 
in the game but the Vikings 
went up multiple scores in 
the second quarter. West 
Carroll cut into the deficit 
several times only to see it 
widen again, and Humboldt 
claimed a 62-38 win.

West Carroll had 340 
yards of total offense, 279 
on the ground and 61 in the 
air. Humboldt had 496 yards 
total, 126 on the ground and 
370 in the air.

War Eagle quarterback 
Mason Taylor completed 
three of seven passes for 
61 yards with one touch-
down. Taylor also had 35 

carries for 278 yards and 
four touchdowns.

Qumarion Patterson had 
two receptions for 40 yards. 
Eli Travelstead caught one 
pass, a 21-yard touchdown.

Braden Marise led the 
West Carroll defense with 
six solo tackles and one as-
sist. Cole Mueller had six 

assists. Mason Taylor and 
Qumarion Patterson each 
had two solos and four as-
sisted tackles.

West Carroll celebrates 
Homecoming this week and 
hosts Greenfield for a region 
contest Friday night. Kickoff 
is 7 p.m.

SPORTS

BY RUSSELL BUSH
banner@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (Sep-
tember 19) — On a night 
when the Huntingdon 
Mustangs’ offense seemed 
a little sluggish, the Mustang 
defense turned in its best 
performance of the season 
in a 27-7 win over JCM.

The Mustangs held the 
Cougars to 64 rushing yards 
on 23 attempts and 9 of 18 
passing for 99 yards and 
forced one turnover.

Senior linebacker, Broox 
Bennett who has missed the 
last three games for injury, 
led the Mustang defense 
with 14 tackles, four for loss 
and intercepted a pass.

The Mustangs, now 4-1 
for the season and 2-1 in 
region 7-2A, rushed for 263 
yards on 42 attempts and 
completed 3 of 3 passes for 
53 yards.

Junior QB Kenton Smith 
ran for 37 yards and com-
pleted 3 of 3 passes for 53 
yards, Tyreke Hutch ran 
for 86 yards and Hayes Eu-
banks contributed 72 yards 
on the ground.

The Mustang defense 

stopped JCM on their first 
drive of the game after the 
Cougars got off to a good 
start and drove to the Mus-
tangs 24, but a fourth down 
pass fell incomplete.

The Mustangs moved the 
76 yards in three plays to 
score on a Hutch 54-yard 
sprint to the end  zone. 
Greyson Anderson knocked 
through the PAT and the 
Mustangs led 7-0.

The Mustangs, after fum-
bling earlier in the second 
quarter to end a drive, 
scored the final points of 
the first half after taking over 
at the Cougar 48 following 
a 14-yard punt. The Mus-
tangs faced a fourth down 
from the nine-yard line, and 
Kenton Smith found Carter 
on an out pattern for the 
touchdown with 12 seconds 
left in the half. The extra 
point was missed and the 
score stood at 13-0 with 24 
minutes of the game gone.

Both the Mustangs and 
Cougars punted on their 
first possession of the sec-
ond half and the Mustangs 
started a scoring drive from 
their own 14 that covered 14 
plays to paydirt. Hayes Eu-

banks capped the drive with 
a four-yard run with 8:23 left 
in the game. Anderson was 
good on the point after, and 
the Mustangs led 20-0.

Anderson’s kickoff was 
in the end zone, and the 
Cougars started at their own 
20. On first down, Bennett 
intercepted a Terell Wil-
liams pass and returned it 
to the Cougar 17. On the 
next play, Hutch got some 
great blocking off the right 
side and waltzed into the 
end zone. Anderson was 
true on the point after, and 
the score increased to 27-0.

The Cougars answered 
with their only points of the 
night by going 73 yards in 
seven plays and scored on 
a four-yard pass from Wil-
liams to Jayland Eckford 
with four minutes left in 
the game. The point after 
was good to make the final 
score 27-7.

The Mustangs take to the 
road this Friday for the last 
time during the regular sea-
son as they will face Gibson 
County in Dyer for a region 
match-up. Kickoff is sched-
uled for 7 p.m.

Mustang Defense Stifles JCM
Left, Mustang K’Shun Carter stiff arms a Cougar defender.  Right, Hutch goes 
over a JCM defender to catch a pass. Photos by Russell Bush/The Banner

War Eagles Fall in High-Scoring Battle, 62-38

Left, Mason Taylor completed three of seven passes 
for 61 yards with one touchdown.  Right, Braden 
Marise led the West Carroll defense with six solo 
tackles and one assist. (File Photos)

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (September 
19) — McKenzie High School 
capped off a week of Home-
coming festivities Friday 
night with a 50-14 win over 
the Camden Lions.

The lopsided win came in 
spite of excessive miscues 
by the Rebels and an injury 
early in the game to offen-
sive weapon Timmy Arline. 
Defense was the bright spot 
for McKenzie; Camden was 
held to just 73 total yards of 
offense and one touchdown 
from scrimmage.

The Rebels received the 
opening kick and struck 
quickly with a six-play, 86-
yard drive. Quarterback Cole 
Brown threw to Avery Brown 
for a 36-yard touchdown. 
Aiden Mason kicked the PAT, 
and the Rebels led 7-0 two 
minutes into the first frame.

Camden went three-and-
out on their first possession. 
The punt was downed at the 
Lion 42.

After an incomplete pass, 
Arline took a handoff 42 
yards for the score. Mason 
missed a long PAT after a 
delay of game penalty, and 
McKenzie led 13-0 with eight 
minutes left in the first.

The Lions went three-and-
out again, but a bad snap on 
the punt attempt gave the 
Rebels a short field at the 
Camden 23.

A  p a i r  o f  p e n a l t i e s 
against McKenzie negat-
ed two big plays, includ-
ing a touchdown run by C. 
Brown, but the QB found 
A. Brown again for a sev-
en-yard touchdown. An-
other missed PAT kept the 
Rebel lead at 19-0 with 3:27 
to go in the opening quarter.

McKenzie forced another 
Lion three-and-out, but a 
fumble on the punt return 
gave Camden the ball back 
at the Rebel 15.

The Rebel defense held 
again, forcing a turnover on 
downs at the 13.

McKenzie drew two pen-
alty flags and struggled to 
move the ball as the first 
frame ended. On the first 
play of the second quarter, 
a deep pass by C. Brown 
was intercepted by Lion An-
toinne Banks and returned to 
the Rebel 20.

Camden was primed to 
score after a third-down pass 
set up first-and-goal at the 6, 
but a high snap led to a big 
loss. A couple of incomplete 
passes made it fourth-and-
goal at the 26. McKenzie was 
penalized for pass interfer-
ence in the end zone, and 
fourth down was replayed 
at the 13. Another bad snap 
resulted in a sack by Rebels 
Maddox Shiell and Dawson 
Reeder, and McKenzie took 
over at their 24.

The Rebels managed one 
first down, but were forced to 
punt and Camden took over 
at their own 28.

Shiell tackled Banks for a 
loss on first down, then Rebel 
Mason Batten recovered a 
Lion fumble at the 18.

Rebel Matteo Tabada ran 
for four, then C. Brown threw 
to Aiden Legens for 12 yards. 
Brown then punched it in 
on a two-yard keeper. Lelan 
Gordon ran for the two-point 
conversion, and McKenzie 
led 27-0 with four minutes 
to play in the first half.

Camden drew a flag on 
the kickoff return and start-
ed at their 10. Shiell again 
tackled Banks for a loss, then 
the Rebel defense pressured 
quarterback Jake Reynold-
son in the end zone. The QB 
threw the ball out of bounds, 
drawing an intentional 
grounding penalty, which 
resulted in a safety and two 
points for McKenzie. The 
Rebels led 29-0 with three 
minutes remaining in the 
second quarter.

Camden kicked off to the 
Rebels from their own 20. 
A fumble on the return was 
recovered by Rebel Davarion 
Gilbert, and McKenzie start-
ed at the Lion 47.

The Rebels earned two 
first downs, then C. Brown 
kept for a 14-yard touch-
down. Mason kicked the PAT, 
and McKenzie led 36-0.

Camden started with good 
field position near midfield, 
but earned just six yards be-
fore turning the ball over on 
downs.

The Rebels overcame three 
penalties to score again on a 
22-yard pass from Brown to 
Tabada. Another good kick 
by Mason made it 43-0 elev-
en seconds before halftime.

The Lions managed just 
one play before time expired.

The third and fourth quar-
ters were each eight minutes 
with a running clock.

Camden received the 
ball to start the second half 
and got on the board with 
an eight-play, 92-yard drive 
capped by a 26-yard pass 
from Reynoldson to Kade 
Johnson. The PAT cut McK-
enzie’s lead to 43-7.

A short kick and a good 
return by Reeder gave the 
Rebels good field position. 
They earned one first down 
and ran out the third quar-
ter, but started the fourth on 
a fourth down and long. A 
high snap delayed C. Brown’s 
punt, and it was blocked and 
returned for a touchdown by 
Lion Isaiah Goodwin. Ca-
van Carroll kicked the PAT, 
and Camden had the deficit 
down to 43-14.

McKenzie started with 
good position again thanks 
to a good return by Jacobi 

Melton and burned half of 
the remaining clock with a 
six-play, 38-yard drive. Ta-
bada scored from two yards 
out, and Mason kicked for a 
50-14 Rebel lead.

The Lions managed a first 
down, but ended the game 
on a fourth down try with 
Rebel Aiden Callis getting a 
sack as Reynoldson dropped 
back to pass.

McKenzie had 404 yards 
of total offense, 240 in the 
air and 164 on the ground. 
Camden was held to 73 total 
yards, earning 119 in the air 
but losing 46 yards on the 
ground.

The Rebels earned 18 first 
downs and held the Lions 
to five. McKenzie was six of 
eight on third downs, while 
Camden was three of ten. 
The Rebel defense blanked 
the Lions of fourth down 
conversions, 0-for-5.

A weak spot for McKenzie 
was penalties as they racked 
up 20 compared to Camden’s 
two.

Rebel quarterback Cole 
Brown was 15 of 23, pass-
ing for 240 yards and three 
touchdowns. He also had 
eleven carries for 62 yards 
and two touchdowns.

Timmy Arline had two car-
ries for 51 yards and a touch-
down. Matteo Tabada rushed 
nine times for 51 yards and a 
touchdown.

Avery Brown had three 
receptions for 64 yards and 
a pair of touchdowns. Jacobi 
Melton caught five passes for 
56 yards. Lelan Gordon had 
three catches for 43 yards. 
Aiden Legens had a pair of 
receptions for 34 yards, and 
Tabada caught one pass for a 
22-yard touchdown.

Maddox Shiell led the de-
fense with six solo tackles 
and two assists, including 
three for a loss and a sack. 
Lelan Gordon had five so-
los and two assists. Mason 
Batten recorded four solo 
and two assists with two for 
losses and a sack.

Jacion Townes had four 
solo and three assisted tack-
les. Aiden Legens had three 
solo and two assists with 
one sack. Dawson Reed-
er had three solo and two 
assists. Aiden Callis had 
three solo tackles and two 
assists, including two for a 
loss and a sack. Cole Brown 
had two solo and an assist 
with a sack.

McKenzie travels to Ches-
ter County Friday. Kickoff is 
7 p.m.

Left, Rebel Lelan Gordon turns upfield for a gain.  Right, Rebel Avery Brown makes 
a circus catch for a touchdown. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Rebels Cage Lions on Homecoming, 50-14

Rebel Cole Brown tackles Lion Antoinne Banks for 
a loss. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

MEDINA (September 20) — The McKenzie High School Marching Rebels began 
their competitive season Saturday at the Hornet Invitational at South Gibson High 
School. In Class 1, the Marching Rebels earned first place in band, percussion and 
field commander and third place in color guard. They compete next at the Union City 
Invitational Saturday, September 27. Photo courtesy McKenzie Bands

McKenzie Marching Rebels Earn Hardware 

The Dixie pac
basement

in
191 court square, 
huntingdon, tenn.

september 27, 2025
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

free eventfree event

Kim Bell Webb
Ike Gilbert
Janice Crawford
David Johnson
...and more!
Emcee Joel Washburn

StorytellersStorytellers
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