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(Lto R): Stephanie Slack-Allen, DNP, APRN, PMHNP-BC; Chris Blount, PA-C; Elly Riley,
DO; Lori Holladay, NP; Jill Bennett, NP; Katharine Bullock, FNP; and Emily Ezell, DO.
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Carroll County
Family Health Care

641 R.B. Wilson Dr. | Huntingdon, TN 38344

731-986-7400

baptistonline.org/carrollcounty

Accepting new patients.
Now with extended hours
and walk-in’s welcome.

Hours:
Monday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
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COMING SOON
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2024%7

McKenzie School Board
Discusses Improvements

nation of district capital funds and a
federal grant, aim to enhance safety,
accessibility, and communication
across MSSD campuses.

Middle School Bleacher

INSIDE BY JOEL LANCASTER school bleacher replacement, high Replacement Approved

W Fillies, Rebels Win on jlancaster@mckenziebanner.com school gym floor refinishing, an ~The board approved replac-
Huntingdon Senior Night, J - upgraded district-wide radio com- 1ng one side of the middle school
Page 2 The McKenzie Special School Dis-  munication system, and the imple- bleachers, not the high school

B Tennessee General trict (MSSD) Board convened this mentation of an Integrated School ~Pleachers, as previously reported.
Assembly Reviews FREE week to approve key infrastructure  Management (ISM) system. These
Act, Pagz 3 improvements, including middle prOjngtS, funded throZgh a combi- See SCHOOL on Page 3

B Rural Schools, Special
Education Advocates
Raise Concerns Over
Education Freedom Act,
Page 8

B McKenzie Splits Wins on
Homecoming, Page 11

B KD Cunningham Signs
With Kentucky Wesleyan
Football, Page

B HMS Fillies Win State
Championship, Page 12

OBITUARIES

Mr. Paul Burns, 83
James Darnall, 87
Betty Jean Kee, 93
Peggy Ann Webb, 90

Snack Packs, Stuffed
Animals & more.

McKENZIE
CITY FLORIST
. & MORE, LLC

FLOWERS ® GIFTS
CorrFEE Bar

)

17 Broadway St.
McKenzie

731-352-5897

O1L CHANGE € SERVICE

STEERING E SUSPENSION SHOCKS
AXLE, CV JOINT, DRIVE SHAFT
& MucH More!
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A/GREPAIR

McKENZIE BANKING COMPANY

e

-
Company

McKenzie aw |

‘Your Hometown Bank Since 1934’

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

For over nine decades, a corner-
stone of downtown McKenzie has
been McKenzie Banking Company.
Though the financial institution has
grown into a regional presence as
Foundation Bank, with six loca-
tions across northwest Tennessee,

it remains, as the sign says, “your
hometown bank since 1934”

A charter was filed with the State
of Tennessee on February 21, 1934,
and the first meeting of the board
of directors was February 23, 1934,
where B.T. Everett was elected
president.

The bank first opened its doors
on March 3 at 15 Broadway Street,

now the McKenzie Memorial
Library.

Everett served as president until
November 4, 1961, succeeded by
J.E. (Doc) Bell.

Bell relocated the bank to its
present location at 676 North Main
Street in 1964.

See BANK on Page 3

FSB Insurance Becomes
Sunstar Insurance Tennessee

name in the region for insur-
ance services, has officially
rebranded as Sunstar Insur-
ance Tennessee, reflecting
its long-standing affiliation
with Sunstar Insurance Group,
the 30th largest independent
agency in the nation. While the
name is changing, the same
familiar faces and dedicated
service remain unchanged.
“We've been a division of
Sunstar Insurance Group for
almost eight years, and this

See SUNSTAR on Page 3

HOMECOMING

McKenzie Homecoming
Queen Sophie Pate. Photo
by Brad Sam/The Banner

Sophie Pate
Crowned Queen
BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (February 7)
— Senior Sophie Pate was
crowned McKenzie High
School Basketball Home-
coming Queen Friday
during pregame festivities.

Pate is the daughter of

YOUR ONE STOP § = g Chandra Pate and Joel and
SHOP FOR % - Amanda Pate.
- / v S o _. S
C 2 Glontind d See PATE on Page 3
Doy WA
Q The McKenzie Banking Company main office at 676 North Main Street, following recent renovations.
Flowers, Chocolates, Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner WEST CARROLL

Students Craft
Gifts for School
Board Members
BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

ATWOOD (February 6)
— The West Carroll Special
School District Board of Ed-
ucation met Thursday in the
cafeteria of the junior/senior
high. Awaiting the board
members were gifts crafted
by high school students in
observance of School Board
Appreciation Week (January
26-February 1).

The gifts included decora-
tive wood crates handmade
and hand-painted maroon
by students, handwritten

BRAKE REPAIR cards, canvases with a col-
1\/C RECHARGE & REPAIR Same Team, lage of photos, personalized
BELT, HOSE REPLACEMENT
’ I \/ l \/ See GIFTS on Page 3
COOLING & RADIATOR REPAIR ew ame 8
WINDOW REPAIR FSB Insurance, a trusted

McKenzie City
Council Meets
Thursday

The McKenzie City Coun-
cil meets Thursday, Febru-
ary 13 at 6 p.m. The follow-
ing items are on the agenda:
Resolution 25-001 allowing
the City of McKenzie to ap-
ply for a community block

See McKENZIE on Page 3
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL
Fillies, Rebels Win on Huntingdon Senior Night

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUNTINGDON (Febru-
ary 4) — Huntingdon High
School celebrated Senior
Night Tuesday, hosting McK-
enzie and honoring three
senior cheerleaders and six
senior players between bas-
ketball contests.

The Fillies dominated the
early minutes and cruised to
a 65-21 win, while the Reb-
els led most of their game,
pulling away late for a 74-60
victory.

Senior cheerleaders are
Kansas Barnhill, Grace
Smothers and Emily Tippitt.
Senior Fillies are Delaney
Byars, Claire Cary, Quinn
Kelley, Josey Stokes and Sara
Beth Smith. The lone senior
Mustang is E.J. Lewis.

The seniors were joined
on the court by parents and
other family members.

Huntingdon Fillies 65,
McKenzie Lady Rebels 21

The Fillies shut out the
Lady Rebels 19-0 in the
opening frame, led by Quinn
Kelley with six points on a
pair of three-pointers. Josey
Stokes scored five. Delaney
Byars and Knox Bennett each
hit a three, and Sara Beth
Smith had a pair.

Huntingdon had a 23-6
advantage in the sec-
ond quarter, led by Smith
with six points, including
a three-pointer. Byars and
Stokes each scored five,
each with a three. Kelley hit
another three-pointer, and
Emalynn Maness and Ellie

Wilson each had a pair. Lady
Rebel Jaycee Stafford scored
five points, and Molly French
hit a free throw. At the half,
Huntingdon led 42-6.

The Fillies enjoyed a 13-2
tilt in the third, led by Kelley
with six points on another
pair of threes. Byars scored
five, and Smith added a pair.
Stafford added a pair for
McKenzie. Entering the final
frame, Huntingdon led 55-8.

The Lady Rebels finished
on a higher note with a 13-
10 edge in the fourth, led by
Stafford with seven points, in-
cluding a three. Sophie Pate
and Zayda Scates each hit
a three-pointer. Bennett led
the Fillies with four points,
including a three. Maness
and Grier Bartholomew each
hit a three.

Huntingdon’s Quinn Kel-
ley led all scorers with 15
points on five three-pointers.
Delaney Byars scored 13 with
a pair of threes. Josey Stokes
and Sara Beth Smith each
had ten points, each with a
three.

Jaycee Stafford led McKen-
zie with 14 points, including
a three.

Rebels 74, Mustangs 60

McKenzie had a 16-12lead
after the first frame, led by
Tate Surber with eight points,
including a three-pointer.
Craegen Travis scored six,
and Landon Brown had a
pair. EJ. Lewis led Hunting-
don with five points with a
three. Kenton Smith also hit
a three, and Caleb Ezell and
Bryson Whiteside each had
a pair.

The Rebels had a 19-14 ad-
vantage in the second quar-
ter, led by Travis with nine
points. L. Brown hit a three.
Surber, Carter Kee and Avery
Brown each had a pair, and
Cole Brown hit a free throw.
Smith and Lewis each scored
four for the Mustangs, and
Ezell, Whiteside and Hayes
Eubanks each had a pair. At
the half, the Rebels led 35-26.

McKenzie had a 20-15
edge in the third, led by Surb-
er with ten points, including
a pair of threes. A. Brown
scored four, and C. Brown
and Travis each had three
points. Smith led Hunting-
don with five. Lewis and Kelt-
on Johnson each scored four,
Johnson with a three. Ezell
added a pair. Heading into
the final frame, McKenzie
led 55-41.

The fourth quarter was a
19-19 wash. A. Brown led
the Rebels with eight points.
Surber scored four, and L.
Brown hit a three. C. Brown
and Kee each added a pair.
Braylin Dearmon led the
Mustangs with six points.
Johnson scored five with a
three, and Smith had four
points. Ezell and Garvin Kee
each had a pair.

Rebel Tate Surber led all
scorers with 24 points, in-
cluding a trio of three-point-
ers. Craegen Travis scored
18 points, and Avery Brown
had 14.

Kenton Smith led Hunting-
don with 16 points, including
a three. E.J. Lewis scored 13
with a three.

Huntingdon celebrated Senior Night between games. Pictured (L to R): Kansas
Barnhill (escorted by mother Alleina Rose and grandmother Princetine Barn-
hill), Emily Tippitt (parents Beth and Tyler Tippitt), Delaney Byars (parents Kim
and Chad Byars), Quinn Kelley (parents Holly and Cliff Kelley), Sara Beth Smith
(parents Dayna Smith and Van and Laura Smith), Josey Stokes (parents Tracy and
Richard Stokes), Claire Cary (parents Susan and Mike Cary), E.J. Lewis (parents
Heather Lewis and Jason Lewis) and Grace Smothers (parents Deanna and Nathan
Smothers). Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Left, Mustang Kenton Smith throws down one of his two dunks on the night. Smith
led Huntingdon with 16 points. Right, Huntingdon’s Sara Beth Smith splits defend-
ers in the paint for an open layup. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner
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Left, The original McKenzie Banking Company building at 15 Broadway, which now houses the McKenzie Memorial Library. File photo Center, The McKenzie Banking
Company staff in front of the newly-renovated main office downtown. Right, The newly-renovated lobby of the Main Street McKenzie Banking Company building.

Teller row was removed for an open, personal feel. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

Left, The original design of the current main office location at 676 North Main Street. Center, The lobby of the original McKenzie Banking Company at 15 Broadway.
Right, The original lobby of the current main office at 676 North Main. File photos

Bank
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The branch at 15345
Highland Drive opened in
1967.

Bell retired on January
17, 1978, handing over the
reins to Ruth Morris. Mor-
ris oversaw a major reno-
vation in 1984, including
the relocation of the book-
keeping department to the
basement.

On October 25, 1985,
McKenzie Banking Compa-
ny stockholders sold their
shares to McKenzie Holding
Company, renamed to Pro-
gressive Financial Services,
Inc.

Charles P. Wilson became
president on December 31,
1985, followed by Keith
Priestley in 2007.

In 2008, McKenzie Bank-
ing Company and other
branches consolidated under
the name Foundation Bank.

Charles’ son, Chad P.
Wilson, has been president
since 2010.

Yet another renovation
was recently completed,
beautifying and moderniz-
ing the Main Street office
inside and out.

Shawna Fowler is the
McKenzie Branch Manag-
er and also serves as the

deposit services supervisor.

For the majority of her
17 years with the bank, she
was a new accounts repre-
sentative. She was named
assistant branch manager
seven years ago until the
retirement of Emily Young.

A graduate of Sharon
High School and the Uni-
versity of Tennessee at Mar-
tin, she moved to McKenzie
when she married, and sold
insurance at Jim Alexander
(also downtown) before a
job opening drew her to
MBC.

Fowler told The Banner
she enjoys working with
people and talking to peo-
ple. “MBC wants to be in-
volved in the community,
in what’s happening.

She spoke about the bal-
ance of a growing company
that wants to keep its roots
deep in downtown McK-
enzie. “We talk about that
a lot because we've been
here so long, a lot of our
clients and customers are
older and we don’t want to
just fade away. We want to
keep growing and that’s the
reason we've tried to spread
to other locations.

“That’s another reason
we did this refresh, to try
to change with the time,
be more personable for the
new, younger generation,
to have a new look. We're
trying to get new customers

and keep our old customers
all at the same time. Being
here and being the home-
town bank, we're trying to
be that but still grow and
change”

One part of that is keep-
ing up with changing trends
and technology, particularly
the rise of online banking
options. Fowler said, “You
have to listen to what your
customers want, especial-
ly younger customers, be-
cause they want internet
banking, the mobile app, all
the technology, so you have
to keep up with that, which
we try to do. Then, the older
customers want to see your
face. So, it’s push and pull.
You just have to do all of it
and try to do all of it well.

“Some banks have drive-
thrus where you don’t even
see a person. You talk into
a computer, and it might be
a person on the other end,
but you're not seeing their
face. We had talked about
trying that, but I don’t think
our customers want that.”

She also acknowledged
it's not just the online banks
MBC is competing with.
“Anything we want to do
we want to be competitive
against other banks in town,
so we want to have compet-
itive rates. We have one of
the best checking accounts
that we know of around
here that pays a good in-

terest rate. You get benefits
from that checking account
that we don’t think anybody
else has. So that’s what we
try to do. We try to do every-
thing that somebody else
does, but we try to do it
better. So that’s really what
we're always focused on.
Our name in town is good.
We have a good reputation.”

Part of that reputation
comes from community
outreach and involvement.

The bank is a member of
the McKenzie Chamber, and
Fowler served on the board.

MBC actively supports
McKenzie schools, includ-
ing being a sponsor of the
new football scoreboard.
“We try to work with the
school a lot, if they need
something, we're always
there to help them. We just
fed the teachers breakfast
before they went back for
the second half. We spon-
sor everything that goes
on at the school, as well
as summer sports leagues.
We try to be involved in
everything, so we're seen,
and not just seen, but they
know that we're here if they
need something.”

MBC has been an excel-
lent neighbor to another
cornerstone of downtown,
the Park Theatre. Major
contributions to the res-
toration initiative earned
MBC a namesake in the

historic theater, the stage.
In past years, and be-
ginning again soon, MBC
has sponsored weekly dis-
counted movie screenings
for bank customers.
Fowler said, “It’s just sad
to me the way downtown
has gone down, there’s so
many empty buildings, we
wanted that [the theater
restoration] to happen if it
was possible, so we just did
what we could to make it
happen. Our donation and
whatever we needed to do
to get it to come to fruition,
we did. And I'm glad, I'm
glad it’s being used, even
if it didn’t have our name
across the stage, I'm glad it’s
open for the community. I
wish everything downtown
was full, but we were excit-
ed that we could do that”
Fowler said of her own
building’s renovation, “We
wanted to make it open,
more personal” Demolition
began last summer. Teller
row was removed from the
lobby, making way for desks
for each teller. “It's benefi-
cial to customers to be able
to sit and talk to them, and
to the tellers to have more
room for their job duties.”
The project leaned on
local labor and talent. “We
tried to use a lot of local
people.” Granite Warehouse
of McKenzie and JC Educa-
tional and Office Supply of

Paris were major suppliers.
Allyson Barden of McK-
enzie repainted furniture
that MBC wanted to keep
through the renovation, and
Ava Warman, also of McK-
enzie, drew sketches of the
Bethel Wildcat and Rebel
man that hang framed in
the new lobby.

“I knew that I wanted to
do that, I wanted to use lo-
cal people for our remodel.
And I think it turned out
great. We've only had good
feedback. People like being
able to sit down and talk
during their transactions.”

The exterior was re-
vamped with updated land-
scaping and a new sign and
logo. Fowler insisted, howev-
er, that one thing remained
unchanged. “They wanted
to take off ‘your hometown
bank since 1934’ and I said,
‘No, we're leaving that, that
describes what we are”

Fowler said, “I think we
have such a good team here,
we have good tellers, front
line people, our behind the
scenes staff, our loan staff
is good, our new accounts
people are good. Even the
people you don’t see. We
have such a good team here
that I'm proud of”

The Foundation Bank
umbrella now includes lo-
cations in McKenzie, Paris,
Paris Landing, Alamo, Obi-
on and Jackson.
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General Assembly Reviews HB 0552: The
Family Right to Educational Emancipation Act

BY JOEL LANCASTER

jlancaster@mckenziebanner.com

The Tennessee General
Assembly is considering
House Bill 0552 (HB0552),
known as the Family Right
to Educational Emancipa-
tion (FREE) Act. Sponsored
by Rep. Todd Warner (R)
and Sen. Janice Bowling
(R), the bill proposes a new
category of homeschooling,
removing state oversight,
attendance requirements,
and testing mandates for
families who opt out of tra-
ditional education.

If passed, parents or legal
guardians could homes-
chool their children without
reporting requirements to
the state. They would not
have to submit attendance
records, standardized test
results, or progress reports.
The bill explicitly prevents
state or local agencies from
imposing new regulations
on these families.

Under HB0552, students
between the ages of 6 and
17 would be exempt from
Tennessee’s compulsory
school attendance laws.
Unlike other homeschool
categories, they would not
need to register with local
districts, private umbrella
programs, or church-related
schools.

The bill also removes the
current requirement link-
ing school enrollment to
driver’s license eligibility.
At present, students under
18 must provide proof of
school attendance to obtain
alicense or permit. HB0552
would eliminate that rule,
allowing homeschooled
students to apply without
school documentation.

Tennessee already rec-
ognizes multiple homes-
chooling options, including
independent home schools,
church-related home
schools, and umbrella pro-

grams. HB0552 creates a
new, fully independent ho-
meschooling option, dis-
tinct from existing regulated
pathways.

Supporters argue the bill
reaffirms parental rights
and removes bureaucratic
interference in education.
Critics, however, warn that
eliminating oversight could
lead to gaps in education,
particularly for students
without proper resources
or structure. Some oppo-
nents argue that without re-
porting requirements, there
would be no way to track
educational outcomes for
students in this category.

HBO0552 is currently in
committee review and has
not yet reached the House
or Senate floor for debate. If
passed, the law would take
effect July 1, 2025.

For official updates, visit
the Tennessee General As-
sembly website.

Cats Stun Freed-Hardmen

McKENZIE — Bethel
lost an ardent supporter
with the passing of Bethel
Hall-of-Famer Shorty Akers
earlier in the week. Shorty
was honored before both
games versus Freed-Har-
deman Saturday. One has
to know the Wildcats, who
attended the Akers funeral
on Friday played with even
more passion in memory of
their friend.

This game was a tale
of two halves, with Bethel
jumping out to a command-
ing 15-point halftime lead
before Freed-Hardeman
mounted a furious sec-
ond-half rally. Ultimately,
Bethel held on to secure a
thrilling 74-72 victory, deliv-
ering a statement win over
the No. 1-ranked Freed-Har-
deman Lions.

Bethel came out firing on
all cylinders, shooting an
efficient 50% from the field
and 45.5% from three in
the opening half. Their ag-
gressive defense and ability
to capitalize on Freed-Har-
deman’s mistakes helped
them build a 43-28 halftime
advantage.

Key contributors in the
first half included Chauncey
Hughes III, who knocked
down three triples, and
Connor Guthrie, who
provided instant offense
off the bench with a pair
of three-pointers. Bethel’s

interior presence, led by
Ethan Turner and Kend-
an Maddox, also played a
crucial role, with the duo
combining for 17 rebounds.

The Lions came storm-
ing back in the second half,
outscoring Bethel 44-31
and shooting an impressive
66.7% from the field. Their
inside game was dominant,
finishing with 34 points in
the paint compared to Beth-
el’s 18.

Jordan Stephens led the
charge with a game-high
18 points, but his struggles
at the free-throw line (5-
12) proved costly in such
a tight game. Makai Vassell
(12 points) and Peyton Law
(11 points) also stepped up
in the second half, helping
the Lions claw their way
back.

However, despite the
late push, Bethel managed
to hold off Freed-Harde-
man with clutch free-throw
shooting and key defensive
stops.

Decisive Factors

Bench Production —
Bethel’s reserves outscored
Freed-Hardeman’s 38-30,
with key performances from
Connor Guthrie (9 points),
David Starr (9 points), and
Joe Wimberly (6 points).

Second-Chance Points
— Bethel dominated the
offensive glass, securing 13

offensive rebounds, which
led to a 15-5 advantage in
second-chance points.

Three-Point Efficiency
— Bethel shot 50% from
beyond the arc (8-16), com-
pared to Freed-Hardeman’s
35.7% (5-14), which helped
them maintain their lead.

Clutch Free-Throw
Shooting — Bethel capi-
talized at the line, hitting
78.3% of their free throws
(18-23), while Freed-Hard-
eman struggled, making just
59.4% (19-32).

The victory was the first
time Bethel has beaten a
No. 1 ranked squad since
they knocked off top ranked
Dalton State back in 2015.
DSU went on to win the
national championship that
same year.

Coach Jeff Britt said, ‘Tam
so proud of our young men
as they made play after play.
It has been a tough week
and I am so glad it ended
this way. Our young men
deserve all the credit”” Britt
added, This was one for our
friend, Short Akers.

Looking Ahead

This victory marks a
significant boost for Beth-
el (16-8, 4-5), as they con-
tinue their push in con-
ference play. Meanwhile,
Freed-Hardeman (20-4, 5-3)
will look to regroup after a
tough loss but showed resil-
ience with their second-half
fight.

School
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The contract was award-
ed to Toadvine Enterpris-
es as the low bidder at
$83,999, covering dem-
olition and installation.
With this replacement,
the home and visitor
sides will be swapped, en-
suring improved seating
arrangements.

Board members reviewed
multiple bids and select-
ed seven-row bleachers to
maximize seating. A wood
option was chosen to align
with existing facilities and
ensure longevity.

High School Gym Floor
Refinishing to Begin

The board also approved
a$28,900 contract with CQT
Flooring to sand and re-
finish the high school gym
floor, ensuring a safer, more
durable playing surface.
This project includes:

« Updated court graphics
reflecting school branding.

« Volleyball sleeve instal-
lations to support expanded
athletic programming.

o Refinished boundary
and game lines to improve
court visibility.

The refinishing will be
scheduled to minimize dis-
ruptions, with work expect-
ed to be completed during
the summer break.

District-Wide Radio
Communication System
Enhancements

In a significant security
and communication up-
grade, the board approved
the purchase of 103 new

radios for all three district
schools, ensuring that every
staff member has access to
a radio for daily use and
emergency communication.

The total project cost is
approximately $46,400, but
the district will use a portion
of its COPS grant funding
to offset costs, reducing the
district’s share to $11,500.
The COPS grant is a 25%
match grant, helping cover
security enhancements.

Key upgrades include:

*« A new repeater in-
stalled at the high school to
strengthen signal coverage
across campus.

« A radio-to-intercom in-
tegration, enabling staff to
use radios for emergency
announcements over the
school’s intercom system.

« Replacement of aging
analog radios with modern
digital units, improving clar-
ity and range.

Dr. Justin Barden em-
phasized the importance
of these security upgrades,
stating that ensuring clear
and reliable communi-
cation for all staff is a top
priority.

Integrated School
Management (ISM) System
Implementation

As part of an effort to
modernize school opera-
tions, the board approved
the implementation of an
Integrated School Manage-
ment (ISM) system. This
system will enhance ad-
ministrative efficiency by
streamlining:

« Student records and en-
rollment tracking

e Teacher and staff
scheduling

« Attendance and grade

management

 Parent communication
and engagement tools

Board members high-
lighted the importance of
adopting technology-driven
solutions to increase trans-
parency and operational
efficiency within the district.
The ISM system is expected
to be fully operational by
the start of the 2025-2026
school year.

Future Facility Upgrades
Under Discussion

Board members also
reviewed upcoming capi-
tal improvement projects,
including:

« Roof replacements for
key district buildings.

« Expansion of outdoor
learning spaces.

« Further security en-
hancements, including up-
dates to entry systems and
surveillance infrastructure.

Funding strategies and
timelines for these projects
will be reviewed at future
meetings.

Next Steps

With these projects ap-
proved, MSSD will coordi-
nate installation schedules
to ensure completion be-
fore the start of the 2025-
2026 school year. The
board will receive prog-
ress updates at the next
meeting, where additional
facility and security needs
will be discussed.

Superintendent Dr.
Barden reiterated that these
improvements align with
the district’s long-term com-
mitment to providing safe,
modern, and well-equipped
learning environments for
McKenzie students.
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MHS Homecoming Royalty

(L to R): Carter Kee escorting Brooklin Hudgins, Landon

Brown escorting Jacey Pinson, Landyn Smith escorting Queen Sophie Pate, Craegen
Travis escorting Emma Smith and Tate Surber escorting Kyla Beveridge. Photo by

Brad Sam/The Banner

Pate
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She was escorted by se-
nior Landyn Smith, son of
Kendall Smith and grand-
son of Larry Joe and Tiffany
Smith.

Other members of the

Homecoming royalty
included:

« Senior Kyla Beveridge,
daughter of Keith and Melis-
sa Beveridge, escorted by se-
nior Tate Surber, son of Tom-
my and Meredith Surber.

« Senior Brooklin Hudgins,
daughter of Cari Hudgins,
escorted by senior Carter
Kee, son of Josh and Court-

ney Kee.

« Senior Jacey Pinson,
daughter of Jason and Jen-
nifer Pinson, escorted by
senior Landon Brown, son
of Allen and Tonya Brown.

¢ Senior Emma Smith,
daughter of John and Irina
Smith, escorted by senior
Craegen Travis, son of Jen-
nifer Travis and Brian Travis.

West Carroll school board members received various gifts crafted by students for
School Board Appreciation Week. Pictured are (L to R): Betty Wallace, Kelly Weaver,
Misty Mitchell, Chairman William Robinson, Keith Murray, Jeremy Jackson and
Director of Schools Preston Caldwell. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Gifts
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t-shirts and more.

The board heard an up-
date from a representative
of Lashlee-Rich on an up-
coming renovation project.
All windows and doors will
be replaced at the primary
and elementary schools,
and vestibules will be in-
stalled at all three schools.
The project is delayed while
awaiting state approval, but
all parties hope work will
begin during the summer.
The board was informed
that asbestos was detect-
ed in the exterior window
caulk at the primary school.
The caulk will be removed
during the renovation. It
was noted that finding such
trace amounts of asbestos
is not uncommon in old-
er schools, and all of the
schools passed state inspec-
tion, including for asbestos,
last year.

The school calendar for
2026-27, aligning with the
county school calendar, was
approved.

Three upcoming field
trips were approved. The ju-
nior/senior high Beta Clubs
will attend the leadership
summit in Gatlinburg on
March 5-7. The junior/se-
nior high FCCLA will at-
tend the state convention
in Gatlinburg on April 2-4.
The CTE/FBLA state con-
ference is in Chattanooga
from April 6-9.

West Carroll CTE students operate the Spirit Box
School Store at the junior/senior high. The vending
machine offers necessities such as school supplies and
hygiene products as well as West Carroll merchandise
at reasonable prices. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

The board officially rec-
ognized the retirement of
Supervisor Regina Alred
and the employment of
her replacement, Michelle
Matthis.

Resignations by Colton
Taylor and Zach DePriest
were acknowledged.

CTE instructor Erin Lewis
reported on the West Car-
roll Spirit Box School Store.
The student-run vending
machine offers necessities
such as school supplies and
hygiene products as well as
West Carroll merchandise
at reasonable prices. Lew-
is said the store officially

launched on Wednesday
and had already seen $50
in sales.

Prior to the meeting, a
reception was held for re-
tiring elementary school
custodian Wade Bryant. Di-
rector of Schools Preston
Caldwell said Bryant had
“the most positive attitude.
Hard-working and dedicat-
ed, he’s a kind and perfect
role model for children”

The meeting adjourned
after 25 minutes.

The next meeting of the
West Carroll school board
is Thursday, March 6 at
6:30 p.m.

Sunstar
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transition simply brings all
eight Tennessee locations
under one name,” said Mic-
ki Cunningham, McKenzie
branch manager. “Custom-
ers can expect the same
great service, same team,
and same commitment to

our community.”

Sunstar Insurance Ten-
nessee will continue to
provide comprehensive
coverage options tailored
to business and individual
needs. The company’s local
presence remains strong,
ensuring personalized
support and expertise for
clients in McKenzie and
surrounding areas.

The official name change

takes effect immediately,
with new branding rolling
out in February 2025. Cus-
tomers are encouraged to
reach out with any ques-
tions and can expect a
seamless transition with
no service interruption.
For more information,
contact Sunstar Insurance
Tennessee’s McKenzie of-
fice at (731) 352-2424 or
visit www.sunstartn.com

McKenzie

...From Front Page

development grant; pre-
sentation of Mulberry Park

plans; Strategic Planning
Dates; and recognize Jason
Arnold on completing train-
ing for Mental Health Strike
Team. Prior to the meeting
at 5:45 p.m., the council will
meet as the Alcohol Board

to approve or deny a new
certificate for a Type B “On
Premise” permit to Matthew
Tanner, dba: Paris Station,
LLC at 27 Broadway Street,
McKenzie, TN 38201.
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Living at Lakeside News

BY SHEILA WILLIS

Activities Director

Greetings,

Residents kicked off the
New Year with a gold-and-
black décor Happy Noon
Year luncheon with all the
fanfare of a midnight cele-
bration. We did a countdown
toast at noon with faux bub-
bly, sang Auld Lang Syne
and declared New Years
Resolutions. We celebrated
the actual New Year with a
few Southern traditions. We
watched the Rose Bowl Pa-
rade in the morning, caught
the game in the afternoon
and at lunch enjoyed a meal
of pork, black-eyed peas, cab-
bage and cornbread. We just
know we are going to have a
healthy and wealthy 2025.

The folklore of a lucky
year has come to fruition
a couple of times already.
First, when we celebrated
a Las Vegas-themed Elvis
Presley’s birthday party. Res-
idents feasted on the King’s
favorite peanut butter and
banana sandwiches and took
photos driving a pink con-
vertible past the iconic Wel-
come to Las Vegas landmark.
We played the slots at our
life-size human slot machine
with many winners walk-
ing away with a bag of Fort
Knox gold chocolate coins,
fake $50 Russell Stover dollar
bills and rolls of silver Mini-
M&Ms rolled coins. We sang
and danced along to some
Elvis classics and played a
little trivia.

The second opportunity
for some good fortune came
on Chinese New Year, cele-
brating the year of the snake.
Our wonderful kitchen staff
made a Chinese meal at
lunch, and we served Chi-
nese snacks at our party that
was decorated with lanterns,
dragons and a red fortune
table where all prizes were
red in color, such as Kit-Kats,
Coke, popcorn, etc. Resi-
dents drew out of the mouth
of a 3D dragon for a red en-

velope, and, if they recovered
one, they got to pick a prize,
and if not, they were given a
consolation fortune cookie.
A big "shi sh"i (thank you) to
Felecia and Trish with Volun-
teer Home Health for provid-
ing prizes and assisting with
this fun day.

We got all glammed up for
anight-in at the Lakeside Art
Museum. Residents dressed
to impress as we opened a
Pop-Up Gallery. We had mul-
tiple sections of art, such as:
replicated famous artworks,
resident artwork, up-and-
coming artists, local artists
and an international artwork
section featuring Items from
Morocco, Mexico, China, Iraq
and Germany. Volunteers
Cheryl King and Charlene
Doyle passed hors doeuvres
and non-champagne. At the
end of the evening, we raffled
off a few of the replicated
works of art to those in at-
tendance. Clark Brown took
home the prize.

16 lucky residents scored
treat-filled coffee mugs on
National Gourmet Coffee
Day that were given by The
Waters of McKenzie. Carrie
Christian, representing Ame-
disys Home Health, played
Trivia for Coins and held
an auction for residents to
bid on some of their favor-
ite treats. We appreciate all
our volunteers, vendors and
Sponsors.

Besides Elvis, we celebrat-
ed four more birthdays: Thel-
ma McCain, Janet Duck and
Freddie Brooks, and our el-
dest resident Maxine Garner
turned 96. Residents joined
her celebration of opening
family presents and then the
ladies broke out the mixing
bowls for a cooking class so-
cial and celebrated National
Chocolate-Covered Cherry
Day by making cakes for the
evening dessert as a gift to
her on her special day.

We welcomed new resi-
dents to the Lakeside family
in January, Wanda Smith of

McLemoresville and Marjo-
rie Evans of Shiloh, Georgia.
Hometown Health Clin-
ic hosted a meet-and-greet
brunch featuring Leeann El-
lis, FNP-BC. It’s such an add-
ed benefit to our residents to
have the convenience of an
in-home visit from a medical
professional when needed.

I'wish that every minute of
every day for our residents
were happy celebrations, but
that is not the reality of our
time here on Earth, so we
took time for a remembrance
and arecitation of the famous
“I Have a Dream” speech on
Martin Luther King Day. We
also partnered with Chaplain
Randy Blankenship of Baptist
Hospice to host at Lakeside
the third Thursday at 6:30
p-m. for the next six months
a Grief Support Group. This
event is free and open to
the public. The loneliness of
the post-holiday season and
the cold and dark days of
winter can often leave some
feeling alone and mourning
losses, but this group is here
and ready to be a source of
comfort.

We lost a dear resident
this month as well. It is with
precious memories we re-
member Mr. Carl Applegate.
Carl was a Veteran of the
Korean War where he served
as a Corporal Radar Tech, a
loving husband and father
and a true servant of Christ.
He led weekly church ser-
vices, devotions and Bible
studies not just in his home
here at Lakeside but at oth-
er facilities in Paris, making
numerous trips weekly. He
was our outdoor holiday
décor guy, seasonal flower
guy and fed the wildlife dai-
ly. He checked on everyone
and made them feel special.
When neighboring residents
entered the hospitals or re-
habs, he was almost always
one of the first to visit and
whatever he felt they might
enjoy took it along, not wait-
ing to ask if he was needed.
Our loss is Heaven’s gain,
Carl Applegate 10-23-1933
to 1-13-2025. Rest In Peace.

Until Next Time...

Editors
Viewpoint §
BY BRITTANY

WASHBURN MARTIN
brittany@mckenziebanner.com

Hearts in
Harmony

Valentine’s Day is this
weekend, how do you usu-
ally celebrate? In my lifetime
it has varied — it’s been a
romantic evening out, a ga-
lentine’s get-together, a table
for one, and dining in with
an SVU marathon. I will say,
a table for one is the most
uncomfortable meal you
will ever have in a crowded
restaurant.

So, if you are single, wid-
owed, divorced, or other-
wise find yourself without a
date this weekend, I under-
stand, I've been there; but
why are you letting that stop
you from getting out? I invite
you to come sit with me this
Saturday. I'll explain...

I recently stepped into the
role of one of my mentors,
Ms. Glynda Rich, and be-

came the president of Car-
roll Arts, Inc.

As the newly-minted pres-
ident, it has been a learning
experience, migrating from
my peripheral perch of oc-
casional performances with
Carroll Arts, to center of the
operation. Speaking of the
operation, I saw it in full
swing in January at the Triv-
ia Bowl, and I am in awe of
the work ethic and hustle of
these ladies and gentlemen.
It'’s a really good group of
people, and there is always
room to grow.

If you have a passion for
the arts, I encourage you to
come to a meeting or Carroll
Arts event and see these
awesome helpers in action.

Did you know, Carroll
Arts has an event this Sat-
urday? Which brings me
back to my earlier invite...
Hearts in Harmony is on
Saturday, February 15 at 6
p.m. at the First Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church in
McKenzie; and it features a
delicious meal paired with
live musical entertainment
from Carroll County artists.

Keith and Melissa Herris
of McKenzie and Isaac Ste-
phen Walker and Jay Mills of
Hollow Rock-Bruceton will

be performing.

The meal, provided by
Marlene Kreuter, will in-
clude: pork tenderloin,
mashed potatoes, green
beans, tossed salad, rolls
and dessert with tea, lem-
onade, water and coffee to
drink.

Tickets are $15 per per-
son, which potentially
makes it a more affordable
option, with no wait times.

To be clear, if you already
have dinner plans at a local
restaurant, keep those plans!
Always support local small
businesses! If you are free
this Saturday though, Carroll
Arts still has tickets on sale.

Proceeds will go to sup-
port upcoming events, two
of which are the high school
Celebration of the Arts and
the Creativity Camp in the
summer for elementary and
middle school students.

Carroll Arts, Inc. is a
non-profit organization that
fundraises year-round to
shine a light on the arts and
artists in Carroll County,
Tenn. If you would like to
learn more, please e-mail
carrollartsinc@gmail.com.

You can also reach out to
me at The Banner, 731-352-
3323. Thank you for reading.

THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON

OPINION

Let a Blind Man Show the Way

Walking the Market Place
in downtown Tegucigalpa,
Honduras, Central America,
I was assaulted by the ca-
cophony of sounds—horns
honking, salsa music blar-
ing, people laughing, shout-
ing, and talking.

Sifting through the myri-
ad of odors—diesel exhaust,
fresh fruit, body odor, fresh
flowers, perfume, spoiled
garbage—was both nause-
ating and pleasant.

Taking in the visual
panorama was the most
challenging. My eyes were
constantly shifting focus
from the small details to the
bigger mosaic of colors and
shapes.

It seemed everyone in
this city of a million people
was squeezed into this one-
hundred-yard-long stretch
of narrow street. I kept my
hand on the camera around
my neck and repeatedly felt
my back pocket with my
other hand to be sure no
one had stolen my wallet.

Turning a corner, I saw
him squatting outside a
small wooden shed. He was
small enough to be one of
Santa’s elves, complete with
white hair and beard. But
his clothes bore no bright
colors or sparkles. They
wore the grime of numerous
unwashed days.

His face continuously
turned in the direction of
the sound of people passing
him by. The smile never left
his creased, tanned face.

It took me a moment to
realize what he was “selling”
The giveaway was in his
upheld right hand—a shoe
brush. He wanted people

to pay him to shine their
shoes.

I pointed him out to my
companions.

One of them, an optom-
etrist, quietly and somberly
said, “He’s blind.”

Handicapped by his
blindness, this man couldn’t
rely upon government pro-
grams to help make a liv-
ing. There were no special
schools to help train him to
realize his full potential. Not
in this poor country.

Yet, he refused to be cast
in the mold of a beggar.

I felt both pity and admi-
ration for him while remem-
bering the adage, “There,
but for the grace of God,
gol”

I was reminded of an-
other blind man on a dusty
road outside the ancient city
of Jericho. Bartimaeus was
his name.

He was a beggar, relying
upon the gifts of others to
survive.

Did you ever play the “Ifa
magic genie gave you three
wishes, what would you
wish for?” game? It was fun
to play, even if it wasn't real

However, blind Barti-
maeus had the experience
of a lifetime when a real
life “magic genie” appeared
on the stage of his life and
asked him the best question
of all time.

Jesus of Nazareth was
leaving Jericho on the very
road that Bartimaeus was
sitting beside. As soon as he
heard that Jesus was passing
close by, from out of his
darkness he shouted, “Son
of David, have mercy on
me!”

Jesus stopped.

Hearing Bartimaeus cry
out again, he told his dis-
ciples to bring him to him.

Then came the question.

Jesus asked him, “What
do you want me to do for
you?”

Do you hear how wide
open that question was?
This was Jesus, the son of
God, asking the question.
He literally could have done
anything (and everything)
for Bartimaeus.

It was the question of the
ages! An opportunity to play
the “what if” game.

In a voice filled with the
pain from years of unmet
wishes and yet vibrant with
newfound hope, Bartimae-
us said, “Teacher, I want
to see!”

Even though his answer
was about deliverance from
his physical darkness, he
provided for all of mankind
the answer we're all seeking.

Isn’t deliverance from
spiritual darkness what we
all want?

Don’t you want to see
what God’s Will for you is?

Don’t you want to see
what direction you need
to take in complicated
situations?

Don’t you want to see
God’s hand in your life?

If you're ever uncertain
what to pray for, let the sim-
ple words of a blind man
from Jericho show you the
way: “Lord, I want to see!”

* Taken from The Wit and
Wisdom of David Johnson,
Volume 2: The Hairy Caltfish
Caper

Previewing Lee's 2025 State Address

NASHVILLE (February
20) — Tennessee Gov. Bill
Lee released the following
excerpts ahead of his sev-
enth State of the State ad-
dress that will be delivered
tonight at 6 p.m. CST in the
House Chamber of the Ten-
nessee State Capitol.

Tennesseans are invit-
ed to view a preview video
that highlights the state’s in-
credible success and bright
future.

Tennessee Innovates

“2025 should be the year
to think bigger and to think
boldly about what’s pos-
sible, and go there. If Ten-
nessee has led the nation
as a beacon of opportunity,
security and freedom, why
can’'t we be the nation’s
capital of innovation too?
Somebody is going to de-
termine what the future
looks like. That should be
Tennessee.’

“Just like a business in-
novates to better serve their
customer, or as science
innovates to save lives, or
as an athlete innovates to
change the game, this is a
time for us to innovate to
create a brighter future for
Tennesseans.

Dynamic Economy,

Greater Opportunity

“T've been saying for years

- the state with the workers
will win every time. That
is even more true today.
Together, over the last six
years, we have recruited
more than $37 billion in
capital investment that
has resulted in 234,000
new jobs. Tennessee is a
top contributor to our na-
tion’s economy because of
our willingness to adapt
and welcome emerging
industries.”
Government Efficiency
“Limited government is
knowing how to do more
with less. More bureaucra-
cy does not mean better
service. Businesses already
know this - government
should do the same”
Leading the Future of
American Energy
“The Volunteer State is
on track to be the epicenter
of energy innovation, and it
couldn’t happen at a more
crucial time. For the past
few years, Washington has
prioritized social agendas
over practical energy policy.
As a result, we're staring
down the barrel of an ener-
gy crisis with an electrical
grid that is on the fragile
verge of being completely
overwhelmed...So, Tennes-
see’s ambition to lead in
nuclear innovation is much

bigger than just competing
with other states. This is
about securing the future
of America”
Securing the
American Dream

“Once again, U-Haul has
ranked Tennessee among
the top five most moved-to
states. 90 of our 95 counties
are experiencing population
growth. While it’s a point
of pride, it’s also a call to
action. Whether you're born
in Tennessee or choose to
move to Tennessee, we
want you to stay in Ten-
nessee...Our state needs a
housing plan that makes
this key part of the Ameri-
can Dream possible”

Conserving Tennessee

“From the Delta to Appa-
lachia, Tennessee is blessed
with natural abundance that
we have to protect and pre-
serve for future generations.
Yet, we also continue to be
one of the fastest-growing
states in the nation - in rural
and urban areas alike. So,
how do we balance record
growth with a plan to pro-
tect our natural resourc-
es? You start by rejecting
conventional wisdom that
says you cannot do both. To
grow Tennessee, we have to
conserve Tennessee.”

LETTER TO THE
EDITOR POLICY

Letters to the editor bear
the opinion of the letter
writer, and not necessarily
that of the newspaper man-
agement or staff. Letters of
opinion are not verified for
accuracy of fact and truly
stand only as the writer’s
opinion.

Letters to the editor of
public interest are solicited.
Most letters, not libelous or

harmful, will be published.
The editorial staff may re-
strict the number of letters
dealing with the same sub-
ject matter. The signature of
the writer must be affixed to
the letter with a verifiable
address and phone num-
ber. The address and phone
number will not be pub-
lished at the request of the
writer, however the name
will be published. Tri-County
Publishing does not publish
unsigned letters of opinion.

The McKenzie Banner re-

serves the right to refuse
any item deemed libelous,
not of public interest, or
commercial in nature. The
editorial staff reserves the
right to edit the material
while preserving the intent
of the letter. Upon receipt
in the offices of Tri-County
Publishing, Inc., the letter
becomes the property of the
newspaper and will be re-
tained in the files. Tri-County
Publishing may solicit con-
trary opinion concerning the
content of the letter.

The Hub of Carroll, Henry and Weakley Counties Since 1870.

° BANNER

CONTACT US carroll County’s Largest Newspaper!

PHONE  731.352.3323
FAX 731.352.3322

(USPS 336080)
Periodical Postage
Paid at McKenzie, TN
PRINTED BY OFFSET
Published Each Tuesday
at 3 Banner Row
McKenzie, TN 38201-2230

POSTMASTER:

E-MAIL  banner@mckenziebanner.com
. Send Address Changes to
MAIL The McKenzie Banner McKenzie Banner,
3 Banner Row 3 Banner Row,
McKenzie, TN 38201-2230
WEB www.mckenziebanner.com
HOURS  Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. Closed

DEADLINE Monday 10 a.m.
FOLLOW K3 @McKenzieBanner X (€ @mckBANNER

Li. BRITTANY WASHBURN MARTIN JOEL WASHBURN JANNA PRATT BRAD SAM
L&  Publisher « Graphic Designer « Editor Publisher Emeritus  Editor « News & Sports  Graphic Designer « Circulation News & Sports
< brittany@mckenziebanner.com washburn@mckenziebanner.com design@mckenziebanner.com  brad@mckenziebanner.com
= JASON R. MARTIN TERESA WASHBURN BILLY FUZZELL JOEL LANCASTER
VJ Editor « News & Sports « TCP Print Shop  Office Manager « Accounting Distribution « TCP Print Shop News & Sports « TCP Print Shop
o jmartin@mckenziebanner.com teresa@mckenziebanner.com printing@tricopub.com jLancaster@mckenziebanner.com
== ADVERTISING Call 731.352.3323 - Cell 731.393.3548 « E-mail sales@mckenziebanner.com | SUBMIT NEWS E-mail banner@mckenziebanner.com
° Honorary (Former) Staff LINDA BOLTON Associate Editor Emerita RAMONA WASHBURN Publisher, 1985-2015
SUPPORT LOCAL LOCAL corron, Henry & Weakley Counties ELSEWHERE outside the Local Area ANYWHERE in the worla. ESH.‘ w.hES
JOURNALISM PRINT + ONLINE (6 Months)................ $25 PRINT + ONLINE (6 Months)................ 528  ONLINE ONLY (7 Yeqr)......ccccooooccrcccrnee 95 & A5
Your support makes the work
we do possible. Thank you!  PRINT + ONLINE (1 Year)..................... $39  PRINT + ONLINE (1 Year)......cccoouuernnn.. S48  ONLINE ONLY (7 Month).........ceuccceee % @

United States Constitution Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom
BILL OF RIGHTS: AMENDMENT | of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.



OBITUARIES - GENERAL

BETTY JEAN KEE
1931 — 2025

JEFFERSONVILLE, Ind.
— Funeral services for
Betty Jean Kee were Tues-
day, February 11, 2025,
at Brummitt-McKenzie
Funeral Home at 11:30
a.m. The family received
friends on Tuesday, 10
a.m. until service time. In-
terment was at Mt. Olivet
Cemetery and her son-in-
law, Conrad Moorer was
the officiant.

Mrs. Kee, 93, died
peacefully Thursday, Feb-
ruary 6, 2025, at her home.
She was born on April 27,
1931, in Clarksville, to Will
and Agnes Deason Cho-
ate. She was a member
of the Church of Christ.
She truly enjoyed spend-
ing time with family and
friends. She always wanted
the best for everyone. She
was involved with Church
activities and teaching Bi-
ble classes in her younger
years. She loved traveling
with family, get-togethers,
dinners, ball games, and
reading. She was a devot-
ed wife, great mother and
wonderful grandmother
and great-grandmother.
She will be greatly missed.

She is survived by her
daughter, Janice (Patrick)
of Belleview, Fla., her
son, Barry Kee (Patsy) of
Pensacola, Fla., her son-
in-law, Conrad Moor-
er of Jeffersonville, Ind.;
five grandchildren, Katie
Gravante (Jeremy), Jason
Ross, Todd Moorer (Kim),
Richard Ross, Valerie Bates
(Randy); nine great-grand-
children, Torin, Aidan and
Keegan Ross; Brody Gra-
vante; Genevieve, Cora
and Lottie Moorer; Alden
and Keelynn Bates.

She was preceded in
death by her husband of
62 years, Richard Elvis
Kee; her daughter, Cynthia

Moorer, her parents, her
brothers, Lonnie Choate,
Lloyd Choate, James Ed-
ward Choate and sisters
Hazel Suiter, Dorothy Suit-
er and Elizabeth York.
Brummitt-McKenzie
Funeral Home, McKen-
zie. If you need assistance,
phone 731-352-4848.
www.brummittmcken-
ziefuneralhome.com +

PAUL BURNS
1941 — 2025

WESTPORT — Mr. Paul
Burns, 83, of Westport,
Tenn., died Thursday,
February 6, 2025, at Har-
mony Hill Assisted Living
Residence.

Funeral services were in
the Chapel of Chase Fu-
neral Home on Tuesday,
February 11, 2025, at 11
a.m. with Bro. Billy Clark
and Bro. Tim Parish offi-
ciating. Burial followed in
Jamison Cemetery.

Mr. Burns was born on
July 13, 1941, in McLem-
oresville, to the late James
Kyle and Mary Sue (Mitch-
ell) Burns. He was preced-
ed in death by his wife,
Karen Sue Burns.

He is survived by a
daughter, Amanda Hayes
of Westport, a son, Cary
Hayes (Monica) of Colum-
bia, a sister, Ann Isom of
North Carolina, a brother,
Jimmy Burns of Maitland,
Fla. He also leaves behind
five grandchildren, and
three great-grandchildren.

Chase Funeral Home,
Huntingdon.

JAMES DARNALL
1937 — 2025

HUNTINGDON — Mr.
James Darnall, 87, of
Huntingdon, died Tuesday,
February 4, 2025 at Life
Care Center of Bruceton.

Funeral services were
Thursday February 6, 2025,
at Huntingdon Church of
Christ. Interment was in
Clark Cemetery. Brother
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TCAT Awarded Healthcare Grant

Chris King officiated.

Mr. Darnall was born
September 14, 1937, to the
late John Ed Darnall and
Oletha Enochs Darnall. He
is also preceded in death
by his wife, Wilma Darnall
and son, Mitchell Darnall.

He was the owner of
Darnall’s Barber Shop in
Huntingdon and a mem-
ber of the Huntingdon
Church of Christ.

He is survived by sons,
Joey (Krista) Darnall and
Jimmy (Melissa) Darnall;
grandchildren, Lainie Dar-
nall, Braylin Dearmon, Ty-
ler Darnall, Michael Dar-
nall and Joe David Hillard.

Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281.

PEGGY ANN WEBB
1934 — 2025

HUNTINGDON — Mrs.
Peggy Ann Webb, 90, of
Huntingdon, died Thurs-
day, February 6, 2025, at
her home.

Funeral services were
Saturday, February 8, 2025
at Shiloh Missionary Bap-
tist Church. Interment was
at Shiloh Cemetery. Broth-
er Scott Carter officiated.

Mrs. Webb was born
September 19, 1934, to
the late Andrew Newton
“Nute” Cole and Mentha
Josephine Cozart Cole. She
is also preceded in death
by her husband, Wallace
Webb; step-son Bobby
Webb; grandson, J.J. Webb;
brother, Carl Otto Cole; sis-
ters, Ara Burklin, Arlie Bee
Kizer, Josie Mae Myracle,
Bessie Kizer, Lessie Cole,
and Mackey Kizer.

She is survived by sons,
Harold (Denise) Webb of
Huntingdon, and Gary
Webb of Huntingdon;
four grandchildren; two
great-grandchildren, Den-
ver Mitchell and Emily
Ophelia Turner.

Dilday-Carter Funeral
Home is in charge of ar-
rangements, 731-986-8281

State Settles with NCAA for Student-Athletes

NASHVILLE — Ten-
nessee Attorney General
Jonathan Skrmetti an-
nounced that a bipartisan
coalition of states led by
Tennessee has reached a
settlement in principle in
its lawsuit against the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletics
Association (NCAA).

“We’'ve been fighting
hard to protect Tennessee
student-athletes,” said At-
torney General Skrmetti.
“Last year, we blocked the

the NCAA alleging that
its NIL Recruiting Ban
creates anticompetitive
restrictions that violate
federal antitrust law and
harm current and future
student-athletes. A feder-
al judge agreed with the
States’ allegations and
blocked the NCAA’s en-
forcement of its unlawful

rules throughout the du-
ration of this litigation.
The Attorneys Gener-
al and the NCAA have
negotiated a settlement
in principle that will pro-
tect student-athletes’ NIL
rights during the recruit-
ing process and prohibit
the NCAA from reviving
its NIL Recruiting Ban.

< Honoring 1\

Stones For Your Loved Ones

Largest Display of Memorials in W. Tennessee

DICKSON (January 31)
— The Tennessee College of
Applied Technology (TCAT)
Dickson has been awarded
$160,750 through the Ten-
nessee Department of La-
bor and Workforce Devel-
opment’s Rural Healthcare
Workforce Development
Initiative. This funding posi-
tions TCAT Dickson among
five TCAT campuses and
thirty-eight statewide en-
tities benefiting from the
grant.

According to Dr. Levi
Mayer, Vice President of
Academics and Compli-
ance, the funds will support
both students and current
healthcare professionals
by offering enhanced cer-
tifications and financial
assistance.

A sizable portion of the
grant will fund tuition
scholarships for IV Therapy
classes, which will be avail-

able to: Practical Nursing
students from TCAT Dick-
son (Dickson and Clarks-
ville campuses), TCAT
Henry/Carroll, and TCAT
Hohenwald.

Dr. Mayer highlighted the
importance of IV Therapy
certification, which allows
nurses to administer med-
ications through intrave-
nous lines, making them
more competitive in the job
market and increasing their
earning potential.

Additionally, the funding
will support phlebotomy
and telemetry certifications,
addressing critical employ-
er-identified needs in the
local healthcare sector.

Half of the grant will be
allocated to financial as-
sistance for students en-
rolled in TCAT Dickson’s
healthcare career programs.
Funds will cover:

Tuition, books, scrubs,

drug testing, and certifica-
tion fees.

Transportation assis-
tance, including gas cards
and automobile repairs per-
formed by TCAT Dickson’s
Automotive Technology
program.

Childcare assistance,
with payments made di-
rectly to providers to avoid
tax burdens for students.

“Life happens. Life should
not be an obstacle in the
way of education. This grant
will alleviate some of those
obstacles,” Dr. Mayer said.

TCAT Dickson will be-
gin distributing these grant
funds on July 1, 2025. Ap-
plications for financial as-
sistance will be available
for qualifying students pur-
suing careers in Practical
Nursing, Pharmacy Tech-
nology, Patient Care Tech-
nology/Medical Assisting,
and Dental Assisting.

E: recipes@mckenziebanner.com
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BANANA SPLIT
BROWNIE PIZZA

Box brownie mix

8 oz. cream cheese,
softened

8 oz. crushed pineapple,
drained

2 tablespoons sugar

2 bananas, sliced

1 cup strawberries, sliced

1/2 cup nuts, chopped

Chocolate syrup

Whipped cream topping

Prepare brownies accord-
ing to package directions.
Pour mixture into 9x13 pan
or smaller. Bake until done,
do not overbake. Cool com-

pletely. Mix cream cheese,
pineapple and sugar until
blended. Spread on brown-
ies. Arrange fruit on top
of mixture. Sprinkle with
nuts. Add chocolate syrup
as desired and garnish with
whipped cream.

KISSY COOKIES

1 large egg, slightly
beaten

1 cup chunky peanut
butter

1 cup sugar

36 Hershey’s kisses or
hugs

Combine first three in-
gredients. Roll into one inch

ball. Place on ungreased
cookie sheet. Bake 10 min-
utes at 350 degrees. Do
not overcook. Immediately
press kiss in center of each
cookie. Let cool on cookie
sheet before you remove.

EASY AMBROSIA
CAKE

1 angel food cake (use
directions on box)

1 package frozen coconut
(or1can 3 % oz.)

Y cup sugar

Y cup orange juice

1 pint cream, whipped

1 can crushed pineapple
(2 cups) with juice

Bake cake and cool. Break
in bite size pieces. Whip
cream and combine with
other ingredients. Place
in 9x13 pan or dish. Chill
overnight.

JELLO POUND CAKE

1 box yellow cake mix

% cup water

1 box jello (small) straw-
berry, orange, lemon

% cup vegetable oil

4 eggs (white)

Mix all together. Bake at
350 degrees for 1 hour.

\

NCAA’s unlawful enforce- a Lifetime ¥; “GUARANTEED T e
ment against Tennessee SRR — 7 ” i W ES R,
students and schools, and SR LOWEST PRICES ; o et SRt S

Creates realistic |

now this settlement in | Henry County Monument Works

principle lays the ground-
work for a permanent
solution.”

Tennessee Attorney
General Skrmetti and Vir-
ginia Attorney General
Jason Miyares, along with
the Florida, District of
Columbia, and New York
Attorneys General, filed
a federal lawsuit against

Scan the QR code with your
smartphone camera to go to
mckenziebanner.com/obituaries/

E  McKenzie, Tennessee
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tact us so we can publish it. Thank you.

1203 S. Dunlap St., Paris, Tenn. 38242
THE TRAVIS FAMILY e Serving this area since 1924

731-642-2885 * www.henrycountymonumentworks.com

When you're ready, we're here.
No letters, no agents.

Traditional & Custom Headstones
Etchings * Benches * Pet Markers
Cremation Memorials * And More!

GREENFIELD
MONUMENT WORKS
Est. 1900

731.235.2293
GREENFIELDMONUMENTWORKS.COM

Many colors, LARGE display.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45
Greenfield, TN 38230

A100/TF

* Exquisite Memorials

. textured effects ¥ |

GAME-CHANGING QUALITY
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ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES

ABOUT THIS MACHINE »

» LARGE-FORMAT PRINTING
(Up to 4 ft x 8 ft, and up to 2 in thick)

» HIGH RESOLUTION

> STUNNING FULL COLOR
with UV-LED INK

> RAPID PRODUCTION

%)"
BrRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME

Our funeral plans have the protection by the
State of Tennessee through Tennessee
Pre-Paid Funeral Benefits Act.

A5091/TF

Reading o (Up to 12 - 4°x8’ boards per hour)
At caé‘ — Griffinand Powell — | > PRINTS ON (aimosy ANYTHING Mima
seriously aamage
ignorance. MONUMENT WORKS

TABLETOP UV-LED FLATBED PRINTER

B ANNER + Large In-Door Display Roorms > LARGE-FORMAT PRINTING
Air Conditioned and Heated (Up to 24.in x 16 in)
+Expert Crafsman " ot pattis aeryi M, lass
- - . ; plastic, acrylic, , glass,
Obituaries are * Gray & Colored Granite Monuments corrugated, canvas, wood, leather,
updated daily Three Generations - Same Location vinyl, cork — you name it
. 776 Main Street East 986 305 Open Mon.-Sat. » HIGH RESOLUTION
On Our webSlte Huntingdon, TN 38344 - 8am.tob5 p.m. > STUNNING FULL COLOR
So you don’t miss the with UV-LED INK
chance to say goodbye. > UNLIMITED POTENTIAL

< ABOUT THIS MACHINE

TCP has printed yard signs, ornaments,
plaques, name badges, car coasters,
tumblers, cutting boards, metal signs,
canvas portraits...

...and more with this machine.

ABOUT TCP »

» LOCALLY OWNED

» ESTABLISHED in 1978
> IN-HOUSE DESIGN

> IN-HOUSE PRINTING

3 Banner Row,

AND FINISHING McKenzie, Tennessee
Call 731.352.3323 . . » NO MIDDLEMAN CALL731.352.3323
www.mckenziebanner.com Call today for more information: > FREE QUOTES printing@tricopub.com
*We check local funeral home websites (731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222
daily, but if you wish to see a loved one’s Obi Line: (731) 352-4811 » FREE DELIVERY TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING, INC.
obituary in print or online, please con- ituary Line: - In the local area COMMERCIAL PRINTING




Page 6 - Tuesday, February 11, 2025 - The McKenzie Banner « McKenzie, Tenn. - mckenziebanner.com

CALENDAR
O BYENL:

25 4 17 1

ONE SOUND
CHOIR REUNION AT
GREATER ENON

A One Sound Choir re-
union is Sunday, March
23 at the 10 a.m. morning
worship service a Greater
Enon Missionary Baptist
Church, 313 East Walnut
Ave., McKenzie.

HUNTINGDON
CROSS COUNTY/TRACK
ST. PADDY’S RUN, WALK

The Huntingdon Cross
Country and Track and
Field teams host a St. Pad-
dy’s 1K, 5K Run/Walk on
Sunday, March 16 at 2 p.m.

at Huntingdon Middle
School. Entry fee is $25.
Entries may be mailed to
Elizabeth Lott, HHS, 475
Mustang Drive, Hunting-
don, TN 38344. Please print
legibly and include name,
age on race day, date of
birth, gender, address, tele-
phone number, email and
t-shirt size. Make all checks
and money orders payable
to HGSF: Cross Country/
Track and Field. To be guar-
anteed a short sleeve t-shirt,
please register by March 5.
Age group awards will be
given at the completion of
the race.

UPCOMING DATES,
EVENTS

The following list of
events was provided by
Carroll County Chamber
of Commerce. Specific in-
formation about events may
be available at a later date.

1-972esV @,

Thank Youw!

A BIG Thank You to some special ladies
of Inglenook Book Club! They have been
helping to stock the snack pantry at MES and
supply prizes for our students. These ladies
go out of their way to help our school.
These are some special ladies, indeed!

MEE Facully and Siajf
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We will have
SPECIAL DEALS
One Day ONLY

EVERYBODY WELCOME

FREE COFFEE AND
HOMEMADE DONUTS

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION DAY

Saturday, February 22

YODER'S COUNTRY STORE

Discount Groceries & More

Bulk Food ® Baking Supplies ® Cheeses ® Fruits & Vegetables in Season
Pet Food ® Sorghum ® Local Honey ® House Wares ® Misc. Merchandise & More

7340 Highway 124, McKenzie, TN 38201 » 2 Miles West of McKenzie

Hours: Mon., Tues., Fri. & Sat. 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. ® Wed. 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m. ® Closed Thurs. & Sun.

March 10-14 — Bethel
University Spring Break.

March 24-28 — Carroll
County Schools Spring
Break.

May 1 — National Day
of Prayer.

May 3 — Carroll County
Sports Hall of Fame and
Bethel University Spring
Commencement.

May 17 — Bruceton in
May.

May 22 — Chamber Golf
Tournament.

May 22 — Last day of
school spring semester.

May 26 — Huntingdon
and McKenzie Memorial
Day Celebrations.

June 28 — Eastview Fire-
works Celebration.

July 4 — McKenzie and
McLemoresville July 4th
Celebrations.

August 5 — 2025-2026
school year begins.

August 22-23 — McKen-
zie Sweet Tea Festival.

September 27 — Hunting-
don Heritage Festival.

October 13-17 — Fall
Break.

October 27 — County
Chamber Banquet.

November 7-8 — Carroll
County Christmas Market.

November 24 — Ducks
Unlimited Banquet.

December 19 — Last day
of fall semester.

CAPITOL TALK DATES
RELEASED

The Carroll County
Chamber of Commerce
announced upcoming
dates for “Capitol Talk”
with local state elected
officials at the Carroll
County Civic Center. Rep-
resentative Brock Martin
will be at the civic cen-
ter on Friday, February
14. Representative Tandy
Darby will speak on Fri-
day, March 14. Senator
John Stevens will be at the
center on Friday, April 11.
Events start at 8 a.m. with
remarks from 8:10-8:30
a.m. and question and an-
swer from 8:30-9 a.m.

CARROLL ARTS TO
HOST HEARTS IN
HARMONY
Carroll Arts, Inc. will host

the Hearts in Harmony
dinner on Saturday, Feb-

THANKFUL FOR BABIES OF

Time to celebrate, the new year is here. Help us honor babies born this past year.

SAMPLE FEATURE
ACTUAL SIZE

The McKenzie Banner will publish a

special edition Featuring babies born

Jane Doe

January-December 2024. This is a very
special keepsake to treasure!
Just Fill out the infFormation below and
INCLUDE A PHOTO.

ONE CHILD PER PHOTO.
LIMIT 20 WORDS PER BABY PROFILE.

Please include his/her nome, photo,
birth date, parents’ nomes, one thing you're

thankful For and a phone number to contact
you if we have questions (not published).
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¢

Born: January 1, 2024
Parents: Dad and Mom Doe
ThankFul For: Healthy Baby

BABY’S INFO:

BABY’S NAME:

The profile is approximately
1 column x 3 inches tall and includes a photo.

BIRTH DATE (Month and Day):

PARENTS' NAMES:

I'M THANKFUL FOR:

PHONE (For contact/not published):

ONE CHILD PER PHOTO. E-mail info and photos to: BABY@mckenziebanner.com
Mail or Deliver to: The McKenzie Banner, 3 Banner Row, McKenzie, Tenn. 38201

DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2025

McKenzie, Tennessee

*BANNER '3

FOR MORE INFORMATION,

CALL 731.352.3323
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ruary 15 at 6 p.m. at the
First Cumberland Presby-
terian Church in McKenzie.
The event will feature live
musical entertainment by
Keith and Melissa Herris
of McKenzie and Isaac Ste-
phen Walker and Jay Mills
of Hollow Rock-Bruceton,
and a delicious meal. The
meal, provided by Mar-
lene Kreuter, is pork ten-
derloin, mashed potatoes,
green beans, tossed sal-
ad, rolls and dessert with
tea, lemonade, water and
coffee to drink. All are
welcome to attend. Tick-
ets are $15 per plate and
must be purchased by Feb-
ruary 12. Tickets sold at
The McKenzie Banner, by
Eric Teas at the McKenzie
VFW and Carol Armpriest
at the McKenzie Senior
Center. For more informa-
tion, e-mail carrollartsinc@
gmail.com.

HIGH SCHOOL
CELEBRATION OF THE
ARTS APRIL 12

Carroll Arts, Inc. pres-
ents the Celebration of the
Arts, an event showcas-
ing Carroll County high
school students involved
in the arts, will be held on
Saturday, April 12 at The
Dixie Carter Performing
Arts Center in Huntingdon.
The celebration is open to
all high school students in
Carroll County to exhibit or
perform in the areas of vi-
sual arts, music, and drama.
Performers will take to The
Dixie stage to display their
talents and artwork will be
prominently displayed in
the gallery. The art exhibit
starts at 6:30 p.m. and per-
formances start at 7 p.m. If
students are interested in
participating, please reach
out to your school’s art,
drama, band, or guidance
counselor.

Carroll Arts, Inc. is a
non-profit dedicated to
shining a light on the arts
in Carroll County, Tenn. To
learn more, e-mail carrol-
lartsinc@gmail.com.

Other upcoming events
include: Hearts in Har-
mony Dinner on Febru-
ary 15; An Evening with
Carroll Arts in June; The
Creativity Camp for Carroll
County elementary and
middle school students in
July; Southern Fried Fun-
nies during McKenzie's
Sweet Tea Festival in Au-
gust; Storytelling during
the Huntingdon Heritage
Festival in September; A
Mistletoe Christmas Pro-
gram during McKenzie’s
Christmas Celebration in
December; and the 15th
Annual Trivia Bowl in Jan-
uary 2026.

McKENZIE INDUSTRIAL
BOARD TO MEET

The McKenzie Indus-
trial Board meets Thurs-
day, February 20, 2025, for

Jim Adams Drive
Paris, TN » 642-1696 °

LOVE HURTS (R)

Tues. 7:35
Wed. 7:35
Thurs. 7:35

HEART EYES (R)

Tues. 7:30
Wed. 7:30
Thurs. 7:30

Tues. 7:25
Wed. 7:25
Thurs. 7:25

COMPANION (R)

Tues. 7:30
Wed. 7:30
Thurs. 7:30

Tues. 7:25
Wed. 7:25
Thurs. 7:25

FLIGHT RISK (R)

Tues. 7:35
Wed. 7:35
Thurs. 7:35

All Movies Now in
Digital DLP/HD

training with the Tennessee
Department of Economic
and Community Develop-
ment. Janna Hellum is the
presenter.

The Mayor and council
members are invited and
encouraged to participate
in this meeting and learn
about economic develop-
ment in Tennessee.

The meeting is at 6 p.m.
at The RailYard, Broad-
way Street, Downtown
McKenzie.

BAPTIST CARROLL
COUNTY TO HOST
PREVENTATIVE HEALTH
LUNCHEON

Friday, February 21, noon
to 1 p.m. — When it comes
to your heart health there
are many things you can do
to minimize your chances
of developing cardiovascu-
lar disease.

Our free, one hour lunch
event, led by Baptist Car-
roll County’s Cindy Cole,
RN and certified diabetes
educator, and Amber Brad-
ley, RN, will help you learn
how to improve your heart
health by being proactive in
your care.

We'll cover:

« Understanding your risk
factors (family history, cho-
lesterol, blood pressure).

« The importance of rou-
tine heart screenings and
what tests to consider.

» How to recognize early
warning signs of a heart
attack or stroke.

« Heart-healthy lifestyle
tips, including diet, exercise
and stress management.

eNew medical
advancements.

To reserve your spot,
please call 731-986-4461 or
email sarah.pitcher@bm-
hcc.org. Baptist Memorial
Hospital, Carroll County.

LOW-INCOME HOME
ENERGY ASSISTANCE
AVAILABLE

The Northwest Tenn.
Economic Development
Council is accepting appli-
cations for the Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance
Program. This program as-
sists low-income house-
holds through direct energy
payments to their energy
provider. Individuals inter-
ested in applying for the
LIHEAP Program should
make an appointment at
the Northwest TN Econom-
ic Development Council
office in their county of
residence. Go to our web-
site for county site contact
information: nwcommuni-
tyaction.org.

CARROLL HUMANE
SOCIETY EVENTS

Cat Vouchers
We always have spay/
neuter vouchers for cats
at a cost of $50 and to be
used at Paris Vet Clinic.

CALENDAR

If you need to pay with
cash, come by the shelter
to purchase. Otherwise,
we have a NEW NUMBER
to purchase using a credit/
debit card. Please leave a
message and the volunteer
will return your call very
soon, 731-514-0878.

Dog Vouchers

Dog vouchers are avail-
able for $60 each cash or
card only. These must be
purchased at the shelter
during business hours
Tuesday-Saturday 8 a.m.-
12 p.m. Appointments will
be made at the time of pur-
chase and begin on January
6, 2025. The participating
vet clinic is Huntingdon
Animal Clinic. You'll be
responsible for paying the
clinic when you pick up
your animal. We do recom-
mend that you have your
pet vaccinated due to expo-
sure to other animals. Pup-
pies must be a minimum
of 4 months of age (older
if small breed) at the time
of surgery.

ADULT EDUCATION
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location —
Adult Education Building,
14155 Paris Street. Office
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30
p-m. Classes are offered
for one-on-one instruction
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON.
For more information,
phone 731-364-5481.

CARROLL DEMOCRATIC
PARTY MEETS

The Carroll County Dem-
ocratic Party meets the third
Thursday of every month at
6 p.m. at 12740 Lexington
Street, Huntingdon.

CARROLL REPUBLICAN
PARTY MEETS

Carroll County Republi-
can Party meets monthly
each fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m.
in the Public Safety Building
in Huntingdon.

CARROLL COMMISSION
MEETS MONTHLY

Carroll County Com-
mission meets the second
Monday of each month,
7 p.m., in the Conference
Room of the Carroll Coun-
ty Office Complex, High
Street, Huntingdon. There
are no meetings in February
and July.

GET THE WORD OUT

The newspaper publishes
most news items for free.
Submit to EVENT@mck-
enziebanner.com or call
731-352-3323 Monday-Fri-
day 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Thank
you for reading and sup-
porting your community
newspaper.

ONLINE AUCTION

Bidding Ends- Thursday - FEB. 27th at 5 P.M.

PARIS, TN 38242

LOCATION: WEST

SIDE OF PARIS - 0.4
MILE NORTH OF

INTERSECTION OF

HWY. 54 & BYPASS 218 |

(2) 7 RING GRAIN BINS - 10,000
TO 12,500+/- BUSHELS BINS NEED
REPAIR - TO BE REMOVED IN 45 DAYS

LOT 1: WEST BIN 31 FT. DIAMETER

LOT 2: EAST BIN 31 FT. DIAMETER

LOT 3: NORTH BARN (32’ X 150’)

LOT 4: MIDDLE BARN (32’ X 150’)
Part of Roof Loose - Feed Bins Included

NW of Grain Bin

LOT 5: SOUTH BARN (32°’X 170’)
Roof Fell In & Pile of Metal Located

A500/6-1

LOT 6: 8” TRANSPORT AUGER 60+/-FT.
PTO Driven (Repairs Needed) Remove 45 Days

Inspect Anytime - No Appointment Needed
ALEXAN DER

UCTIONS & REAL ESTATE SALES
MARVIN E. ALEXAN
239 University St., Martln TN 38237 (731) 587-4244
Cell: (731) 225-7368 * Email: marV|n@alexanderauctlons.net

10% Buyer’s
Premium

Added

Bid at www.alexanderauctions.com

R, CAl, Auctioneer -9

the price of a cup of coffee.

Call 731.352.3323

Without newspapers, where would you search
to find the information on this page?

Newspapers bring a wealth of information together. We do the
legwork to keep you informed. All at a great low rate, less than

“BANNER




MATTER OF RECORD

McKenzie Police Reports

DUI — Omar Suza-
rez-Cruz, 40, Stallings Road,
Dresden, was charged with
DUI-First Offense, Driver’s
License Required to be Car-
ried, Financial Responsibil-
ity, and Display of Registra-
tion Plates on February 9.
Officer Dustin McClure
stopped the vehicle due to
nonfunctioning registration
plate lights. Suarez-Cruz
had a Mexican ID. The offi-
cer could smell alcohol and
initiated a field sobriety
test. He was transported
to Baptist Hospital for a
blood-alcohol test and then
to Carroll County Jail.

DUI — Debbie Lynn
Reynolds, 60, Reynolds
Road, Huntingdon, was
charged with DUI, Simple
Possession or Casual Ex-
change, Drivers License to
be Carried on February 7.
Officer Dustin McClure
stopped Reynolds’ vehicle
after it crossed the double
yellow line multiple times.
After activating his emer-
gency lights, Reynolds’
vehicle continued slowly
without initially stopping
until one-half mile later.
A check of her license re-
vealed the driver did not
have a license. Officer Mc-
Clure and CCSD Deputy
Smith conducted a field
sobriety test. A search
of the vehicle netted 1.5
grams of crystal-like ma-
terial believed to be meth.
She was administered
a blood/alcohol test at
Baptist Hospital and then
transported to Carroll
County Jail.

Theft of Truck — At-
tasen J. Washam, 25, Janes
Mill Road, Gleason, was
charged with theft of a
pickup truck on February 2.
Officer Dalton Raspberry
was dispatched to Grand-
berry Street in McKenzie
where Matthew Taylor re-
ported his pickup truck
had been stolen. Ms.
Washam was to wait in
that truck while he mo-
mentarily went inside his
home to retrieve some
items. While he was inside
the home, Washam drove
away in the truck. Gleason
Police Officer found the
truck at Washam'’s house in
Gleason. MPD traveled to
Gleason to arrest Washam,
who was transported to
Carroll County Jail.

Driving on Revoked
License — Dylan Bates,
22,Bethel Court, McK-
enzie, was charged with
Driving on Revoked Li-
cense, Failure to Yield to
Stop Sign, Violation of Fi-
nancial Responsibility on
February 3 after his Gator
Express did not have a li-
cense plate on the vehicle.
Officer Dustin McClure
witnessed the vehicle trav-
eling with a license tag
and then witnessed Bates
fail to stop at a stop sign.
He was cited into Carroll
County Jail for booking.

Driving on Suspended
License — Crystal R. Meal-
er, 49, Spruce Apartments,
McKenzie, was charged
with Driving on Suspended
License and Failure to Yield
to a Stop Sign on February 7.
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Officer Darren Davis wit-
nessed Mealer disregarding
a stop sign and initiated a
traffic stop. A check of her
license revealed the sus-
pended status. She was cit-
ed into Carroll County Jail
for booking.

Burglary, Theft —
McKenzie Police are in-
vestigating the theft of a
handgun from an auto-
mobile on February 4.
Officer Kyle Beauchamp
took a report from Michael
Carter of Everett Street
stating that a Glock G17,
9mm pistol was taken from
his vehicle’s console.

Simple Possession —
Two juveniles were charged
with Simple Possession or
Casual Exchange and Pos-
session of Drug Parapher-
nalia on February 5.

Officer Dustin McClure
and Sgt. Darren Davis re-
sponded to a call in which
a witness said there were
two individuals smoking
marijuana in a parked ve-
hicle. When the officers
arrived, when the juve-
nile rolled down the win-
dows, smoke rolled out.
One subject attempted to
stuff something inside her
pants. Both juveniles were
ordered out of the vehicle
and a pat down and search
of the vehicle revealed
a green leafy substance
believed to be marijua-
na, baggies of marijuana
and roaches and blunts in
the vehicle. A THP vape
was also located in one of
the subjects purse. Each
was charged with Simple
Possession — Schedule 6
and Possession of Drug
Paraphernalia.

Carroll County General Sessions Court

HUNTINGDON (Feb-
ruary 5) — The following
cases were heard in Carroll
County General Sessions
Court on February 5, 2025.

The following were found
or pled guilty.

Christopher Allen, High-
way 70, Jackson, guilty,
Evading Arrest, time served,
probation.

Justin Arnold, Magno-
lia Street, Camden, guilty,
Unlawful Possession of a
Weapon; guilty, Drivers Li-
cense to be Carried; for-
feit weapon, 30 days jail,
probation.

Kimberly Brown, Boe-
ing Ct, Carville, N.C,, guilty,
Meth Possess or Casual Ex-
change, $750 fine, 30 days
jail; dismissed, Fugitive from
Justice; dismissed, Posses-
sion of Drug Paraphernalia.

Paul Raymond Buckland,
Jr., Fowler Cr., Hollow Rock,
guilty, Driving Unregistered
Vehicle, 38 hours jail, proba-
tion; dismissed, Violation of
Financial Responsibility.

Mark Clark, Grandview
Place, Troy, Tenn., guilty,
Meth-Possession or Casual
Exchange, $750 fine, 309
days jail, probation, time
served credit of 16 days;

hold for charges in Weakley
and Obion counties; dis-
missed, Unlawful Posses-
sion of Drug Paraphernalia.

Timothy Coffman, Blue-
bird Cove, Jackson, guilty,
Meth-Possession or Casual
Exchange, 30 days jail, al-
cohol/drug evaluation and
counseling.

Emily Jean Hood, Lin-
den Street, McKenzie, guilty,
Theft, no contact with vic-
tim, probation.

Matthew Howard, High-
way 51, Munford, guilty,
Meth Possess or Casual Ex-
change; dismissed, Vandal-
ism to Walmart; dismissed,
Tampering with Evidence;
dismissed, Possession of
Drug Paraphernalia, $750
fine, 30 days jail, $28.43 to
Walmart, no contact with
Walmart.

Nicholas Simmons,
Thorne Lane, Atwood,
guilty, Public Intoxication,
10 days jail, probation.

Courtland Sivadon,
Clifty Village Lane, Paris,
guilty, Drivers License to
be Carried, 48 hours jail,
probation.

Warren Sledge, Barnett
Street, Huntingdon, judi-
cial diversion, Domestic

Assault, $100 fine, no vi-
olent contact with victim,
probation, must enroll in
a 26-week battery-inter-
vention program; relin-
quish firearms to Hunting-
don Police Department.
James Derrick Warbritton,
Ledsinger Road, Hunting-
don, guilty, Evading Arrest,
time served, probation.

Dwayne Patrick Jones,
McDonald Avenue, McK-
enzie, dismissed, Probation
Violation.

Kevin Austin Lambuth,
Firetower Road, Hunting-
don, dismissed, Driving
While License Suspended.

Stacy Michell Mann,
White Street, McKenzie,
dismissed, Driving While
License Suspended; dis-
missed, Registration Certif-
icate Must Be Carried.

Dalton Mingle, Elm Street,
McKenzie, dismissed, Child
Abuse/Neglect.

Makayla C. Pugh, Elm
Street, McKenzie, dismissed,
Child Abuse/Neglect.

Lucas Thumn, Morca
Road, Greenfield, dismissed,
Driving While Suspended;
dismissed, Violation of Fi-
nancial Responsibility.

Carroll County Sheriff's Reports

Trespass — On January

31, Carroll County Sher-
iff’s Office received a called
from Mrs. Joelyn Funder-
burk stating that she had
just ran a young man out
of her house. She stated
that she grabbed her pistol
and proceeded down the
hall and rounded the cor-
ner. There stood a young
man wearing a black zip-
up jacket, dark blue jeans,
and brown work boots. He
had dark brown facial hair
(short beard) and he was
tall. Mrs. Funderburk asked
the young man what he
was doing there, and he

said he was sorry and then

ran out the front door.
Drug Equipment Vio-

lation — On January 31,

Deputy Chance Townes

initiated a traffic stop on a

black Silverado for speed-
ing and the tags were the
wrong registrations. The
driver, William Moore, 25,
of Lexington, advised he
had a marijuana pipe in his

vehicle which was found

after a search. His driver’s
license was also revoked.

Drug/Narcotic Violation
— On February 1, Deputy
Alex Sherwood conducted a
traffic stop on a vehicle for
Failing to Maintain Lane of

Travel. The driver was Bran-

don Tylor Woodard, 44, of

McKenzie. Woodard ad-

vised the deputy that he did
have marijuana in the truck

and his driver’s license was
also revoked. On his per-

son Woodard had a small

syringe and a clear plastic
baggy containing 4.5 grams
of methamphetamine in his
pants pocket. In the vehicle
a glass meth pipe, marijua-

na pipe, and a prescription

pill bottle with methylphe-
nidate tablets were located.
He was transported to Car-
roll County Jail.
Possession of Drugs —

On February 1, Deputy Alex

Sherwood conducted a traffic

stop on a vehicle for Failing

to Maintain Lane of Travel.

After the vehicle stopped, a

white male exited the driv-
er seat and began running.
A foot pursuit ensued. The

subject, Colton Kyle, 19, of

Marriage
License

Maria Nicole Sertuche,

27, of Huntingdon, to Tevin
Christopher Hartley, 24, of

Jackson.

Where would you search to
find the info on this page?
How would you know to
check there? Newspapers
provide a wealth of reliable
information right at your
fingertips. Please Support
your local newspaper.

Huntingdon, refused to stop
after being told repeated-
ly. Taser was deployed but
failed to stop Kyle. Pepper
spray was deployed with
some effect, but eventually
he lost his footing and fell to
the ground where he was put
under arrest. The passenger,
Janiaya Miller, 18, of Hollow
Rock, was still in the vehicle.
After a search, a pink make-
up bag was found with three
grams of marijuana and a
marijuana pipe. Both were
arrested and transported to
Carroll County Jail.

Simple Assault — On
February 3, Deputy Grant
Davis responded to a home
in Atwood in reference to
a possible Domestic As-
sault. Terry Watford, 59,
of Atwood, was found to
be the offender and pri-
mary aggressor. The vic-
tim stated that she asked
her husband for help with
something on her phone
and he became angry and
assaulted her. The victim
stated she is in constant
fear for her safety. There
were multiple marks on
the victim’s arms, as well as
blood. Terry Watford was
arrested and transported to
Carroll County Jail.

Criminal Impersonation
— On February 2, Deputy
Alex Sherwood conducted
a traffic stop on a vehicle for
having an out-of-date regis-
tration plate. The passenger
of the vehicle, Nicholas Sim-
mons, 43, of Hollow rock,
gave a false name because
he had an active arrest war-
rant out of Carroll County.
He was placed under arrest
for criminal impersonation
and his warrant.

Evading Arrest; Posses-
sion of a Firearm — On
February 2, Deputy Bon-

giovanni made a traffic
stop on a black Impala for
Failing to Maintain Lane.
When Deputy Bongiovan-
ni got the vehicle the car
drove away. The driver
attempted to the deputy
at very high speeds some-
times 110 mph going to-
wards Madison County
where he eventually turned
on to Highway 104 going to
Milan. After continuing for
several miles, the vehicle
started smoking and speed
started to decrease, and the
car finally stopped. Dep-
uty Bongiovanni stepped
out of the patrol car and
held the driver at gunpoint
while waiting for backup
deputies. At this time, four
suspects were detained.
Additional officers arrived
approximately five minutes
later, and they were able to
place all four individuals
under arrest. The driver
was Kameron Washington,
21, of Milan; front seat pas-
senger Edric L. Howard, 29,
of Milan, back seat riders
were Maketavious Batts, 27,
of Memphis, and Maurion
Elijah Lee, 21, of Milan.

After searching the ve-
hicle, 5.7 grams of mari-
juana was found, a scale,
13 individual commercial
baggies, a large plastic bag
with marijuana residue on
it, a Glock 17 9 mm with an
extended magazine, $7,382
was found on Howard,
$450 found on Lee, $670
found on Batts, two cell-
phones claimed by How-
ard, and one cell claimed
by Washington. Due to all
the items found, it is be-
lieved all individuals were
involved in the possession,
manufacture, and sale of
marijuana. All four were
arrested.

McKenzie Police Department

NOTICE

documentation provided.

1994 Ford CVL

1999 Dodge RPC

2010 Ford Fusion

2003 Mercury MGL

2000 Jeep Grand Cherokee
2001 Chevrolet Cavalier
2001 SABB 93E

2005 Chrysler Seb

2010 Dodge Avenger

2004 GMC Yukon

2006 Ford Escape

2007 Chevrolet Tahoe
2003 Triumph Tri Motorcycle
2005 Nissan Altima

1997 Chevy GK1

2002 Ford Ranger

Notice of sell of abandoned vehicles from the McKenzie
Police Department impound. The following vehicles will be
sold at public auction beginning 03/03/2025 if they are not
claimed by the owners and any applicable fees paid and

These vehicles will be on www.govdeals.com. This website
is open to the public, however, you must register on the
website prior to bidding on any items.

Vin# 2FALP74W7RX189931
Vin# 3B7HC13Y4XM589126
Vin# 3FAHPOCGXAR144797
Vin# 2MEFM75W73X607134
Vin# 1J4GW58N9YC105859
Vin# 1G1JC524417115890
Vin# YS3DF78K117004980
Vin# 1C3EL46X85N581044
Vin# 1B3CC4FD5AN158491
Vin# 1GKEC13Z2X4R133612
Vin# 1FMCU04176KA37043
Vin# 1GNFK13077R112510
Vin# SMT600FS53J180577
Vin# 1N4AL11D65C352899
Vin# 2GCEK19R1V1264833
Vin# 1FTZR45E82TA38604

A777/6-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

PROBATE CASE NO: 2025PE14

ESTATE OF: JOE DAN WOOTEN, LATE OF CARROLL COUNTY,
TENNESSEE

Notice is hereby given that on the 29TH day of JANUARY,
2025, Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to
the Estate of JOE DAN WOOTEN deceased, who died DECEM-
BER 23RD, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the Chan-
cery Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All
persons, resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or
unmatured, against the Estate are required by law to file the
same with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before
the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their
claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of
the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or
posting) as described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 29TH day of JANUARY, 2025.
THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO GONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:
KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER
99 Gourt Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN 38344

C. MARK DONAHOE, Executor/Administrator
C. MARK DONAHOE, Attorney

KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master
A561/R25142/5-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

PROBATE CASE NO: 2025PA13

ESTATE OF: BETTY JANE COLEMAN, LATE OF CARROLL COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

Notice is hereby given that on the 28TH day of JANUARY,
2025, Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect to
the Estate of BETTY JANE COLEMAN deceased, who died MAY
3RD, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by the Chancery
Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennessee. All persons,
resident and non-resident, having claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the Estate are required by law to file the same
with the Clerk of the above named Court on or before the ear-
lier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) otherwise their claims
will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of
the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or
posting) as described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 28TH day of JANUARY, 2025.
THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE GLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:
KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER
99 Gourt Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN 38344

MATTHEW R. WEST, Executor/Administrator
ALEXANDRA BLACKBURN, Attorney
KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master

A561/R25141/5-2

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF CARROLL COUNTY, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

PROBATE CASE NO: 2025PE15

ESTATE OF: FRED TAYLOR BELL SR, LATE OF CARROLL COUN-
TY, TENNESSEE

Notice is hereby given that on the 31ST day of JANU-
ARY, 2025, Letters Testamentary, of Administration, in respect
to the Estate of RED TAYLOR BELL SR deceased, who died
DECEMBER 20TH, 2024, were issued to the undersigned by
the Chancery Court Clerk & Master of Carroll County, Tennes-
see. All persons, resident and non-resident, having claims,
matured or unmatured, against the Estate are required by law
to file the same with the Clerk of the above named Court on
or before the earlier of the dates prescribed in (1) or (2) other-
wise their claims will be forever barred:

(1) (A) Four (4) months from the date of the first publication
(or posting, as the case may be) of this notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this Notice to Creditors at least sixty
(60) days before date that is four (4) months from the date of
the first publication (or posting); or

(B) Sixty (60) days from the date the creditor received an
actual copy of the Notice to Creditors, if the creditor received
a copy of the Notice less than sixty (60) days prior to the date
that is four (4) months from the date of the first publication (or
posting) as described in (1) (A); or

(2) Twelve (12) months from the decedent’s date of death.

All persons indebted to the above Estate must come forward
and make proper settlement with the undersigned at once.

This 31ST day of JANUARY, 2025.
THIS NOTICE WILL RUN TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.

FILE CLAIMS IN TRIPLICATE WITH:
KENNETH TODD - CLERK & MASTER
99 Gourt Square, Suite 105, Huntingdon, TN 38344

FRED T. BELL JR., Executor/Administrator
DWAYNE D. MADDOX I, Attorney
KENNETH TODD, Clerk & Master

A561/R25144/5-2
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Rural Schools, Special Education Advocates Raise Concerns Over Education Freedom Act

BY JOEL LANCASTER

jlancaster@mckenziebanner.com

The Education Freedom
Act, now law in Tennessee,
has sparked debate in the
Tennessee legislature and
among rural educators,
with special education ad-
vocates voicing concerns
over its potential impact.
The bill expands the state’s
school voucher program,
allowing families to use
$7,075 per student toward
private school tuition, on-
line programs, and oth-
er educational expenses.
While supporters hail the
move as a win for school
choice, critics argue it
disproportionately affects
rural districts and students
with disabilities who may
lack viable alternatives.

Legislative Breakdown

and Opposition

The bill passed the Ten-
nessee House (54-44) and
Senate (20-13), largely
along party lines. Governor
Bill Lee has championed
the law as a historic expan-
sion of educational oppor-
tunities, arguing that fam-
ilies, not the government,
should determine the best
schooling options for their
children.

“This law empowers par-
ents with the freedom to
choose the best education
for their kids,” Lee said in
a statement after signing
the bill.

Lt. Governor Randy Mc-
Nally defended the legisla-
tion, calling it a lifeline for
parents when local schools
fail to meet their children’s
needs.

“This law ensures that
education funding follows
the student, not the system,”
McNally said. “Families who
feel their children are un-
derserved by their public

schools finally have another
option.”

However, opposition to
the law was bipartisan, with
several rural Republican
legislators joining Demo-
crats in voting against it.
Critics argue that the bill
diverts public education
funds to private institu-
tions while failing to pro-
vide rural families with real
alternatives.

Sen. Jody Barrett (R-69),
who opposed the bill, is-
sued a blunt statement con-
demning its passage.

“History will look back on
this moment as the day ru-
ral Tennessee was sold out.
This is a handout to private
schools that exist in metro
areas, funded by the taxes
of rural families who have
no access to these options.”

Rep. David Hawk (R-5),
another opponent, raised
concerns about rural fund-
ing losses.

“If we can afford to send
$7,000 per child to private
schools, why are our rural
public schools struggling
to afford more counselors,
nurses, and career training
programs?”

Lack of Private School
Options in Rural Counties

In Carroll, Weakley, and
Henry counties, the lack
of private K-12 schools
means the voucher pro-
gram offers no real alter-
natives for most families.
While urban areas like
Memphis and Nashville
have a range of private in-
stitutions accepting state
vouchers, rural communi-
ties have few, if any, pri-
vate school options with-
in reasonable commuting
distance.

Carroll County: No eli-
gible private K-12 schools.

Weakley County: Dres-
den Pentecostal Christian

JOB OPENING

Title of Position: Fire Department Administrative Assistant
Department: Carroll County Fire Department

A13/6-1

Supervisor: Carroll County Fire Chief

Carroll County Fire Department is currently accepting applicants
for the position of Administrative Assistant. This role will provide
administrative and clerical support to the Fire Department,
ensuring efficient operations and communication. This role
involves handling records management, assisting with budget
preparation, processing reports, coordinating department
activities, and providing customer service to internal and
external stakeholders. Responsibilities will include responding
to emergency calls during and after normal working hours.

Administrative Support: Serve as the primary point of contact
for administrative inquiries within the fire department; perform
clerical duties, including answering phones, responding to
emails, and managing correspondence; maintain and organize
department files, records, and confidential documents; prepare
and distribute meeting agendas, minutes, and reports; and
manage calendars, schedule appointments, and coordinate
meetings for fire department leadership.

Records & Compliance: Maintain personnel, training, and
incident records in compliance with department policies and legal
regulations; assist in preparing and filing required reports for local,
state, and federal agencies; and ensure accurate documentation
of fire inspections, permits, and emergency response activities.

Financial & Budgeting Assistance: Assist in preparing the
department’s budget by compiling financial data and tracking
expenditure; assist with purchase orders and invoices; and
maintain records of department expenditure and assist in grant
applications when necessary.

Communication & Public Relations: Act as a liaison between
the fire department and the public, responding to inquiries and
providing assistance; assist in preparing press releases, social
media updates, and newsletters; and support public education
and community outreach initiatives.

Office Management: Order and maintain office supplies and
equipment for the department; ensure smooth day-to-day
operations by managing office logistics and maintaining an
organized work environment; and assist with department event
planning, training sessions, and special projects.

Qualifications & Skills: High school diploma or equivalent;
associate degree or higher preferred; prior experience in an
administrative or clerical role, preferably in a government or
emergency services setting; proficiency in Microsoft Office Suite
(Word, Excel, Outlook, PowerPoint) and records management
software; strong organizational and multitasking abilities;
excellent written and verbal communication skills; ability to handle
sensitive information with discretion and maintain confidentiality;
knowledge of fire department operations, terminology, and
regulations is preferred; state of TN EMR license or higher is
preferred; and have or obtain within 12 months of hiring the
following: 16 Hour Introduction to Firefighting State of TN, 64 Hour
Basic Firefighter State of TN, State of TN Live Burn/Fire Training
and CPR from American Heart Association or equivalent.

Work Environment: Office setting within the fire department
headquarters; will occasionally require visits to fire stations,
emergency scenes, or community events; and standard work
hours, with occasional need for extended or after-hours support
during emergencies.

Carroll County Government is an equal opportunity employer.
Employment will be based upon consideration of the qualifications
of all applicants for employment. Discrimination based upon
an applicant’s race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, or
disability will not be tolerated.

For inquiries, please contact Carroll County Fire Chief Jonathan
Gaskins at jgaskins@carroll.tn.org or 731-415-3855.

To submit a résumé, please email to jgaskins@carroll.tn.org. To
pick up an application, please pick up and return to Chief Gaskins
at the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) at 210 Noranda Dr.,
Huntingdon, TN 38344.

Deadline for applicant submission: February 21,2025, by 4 p.m.

Academy exists but does
not participate in state
voucher programs.

Henry County: No par-
ticipating private schools,
with Paris being the closest
town with a limited selec-
tion of parochial schools.

Despite these limitations,
House Speaker Cameron
Sexton (R) insisted that ru-
ral families can still benefit
from the program through
online learning and alter-
native educational services.

“This law isn’t just about
private schools—it also
expands access to online
programs, tutoring, and mi-
croschools that give fami-
lies more flexibility in their
children’s education,” Sex-
ton said.

Governor Lee’s admin-
istration argues that the
voucher program encour-
ages “educational entrepre-
neurship,” which could lead
to new private school start-
ups in underserved areas.

“If there’s demand, we
expect to see growth in new
school options,” said Educa-
tion Commissioner Lizette
Reynolds.

However, local school
leaders remain skeptical,
questioning whether new
private school options
will materialize in rural
Tennessee.

Dr. Myles Hebrard, Di-
rector of Schools for Hol-
low Rock-Bruceton, raised
concerns.

“There are families in our
district who might qualify
for this program, but with-
out a private school nearby,
how does this help them?”

Impact on Special
Education

A major point of conten-
tion is how the bill affects
students with disabilities.

Unlike public schools,
private institutions are not

legally required to provide
accommodations under the
Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act (IDEA).
However, some private
schools voluntarily offer
specialized programs for
students with disabilities.

Some private schools
require families to sign
agreements that exempt
the school from IDEA obli-
gations, meaning students
may not receive legally
mandated services such
as individualized learning
accommodations, therapy,
or behavioral support.

Dr. Lee Carter, Vice Pres-
ident of the Tennessee
School Boards Association,
questioned the fairness of
shifting funds to schools
that can pick and choose
their students.

“If private schools don’t
have to enroll every student,
is this really about expand-
ing access or just shifting
resources?”

Many rural special edu-
cation administrators fear
that public school funding
losses could impact essen-
tial services, including:

« Speech therapy

o Occupational therapy

e Behavioral support
programs

» Specialized learning
aids and classroom
accommodations

However, Rep. Mark
White (R-83), chair of the
House Education Commit-
tee, rejected claims that
special needs students
would suffer under the new
system.

“Many private schools of-
fer incredible programs for
students with disabilities,”
White said. “Parents should
be able to choose the best
learning environment for
their child, whether that’s
public or private”

White pointed out that
some special needs fam-
ilies have already sought
private school alternatives
and could benefit from
state-funded support.

“For too long, Tennessee
families with special needs
children have had limit-
ed choices,” White added.
“This changes that.”

Still, public school offi-
cials worry about long-term
funding consequences if
the law leads to declining
public-school enrollment.

Dr. Hebrard reiterated
these concerns.

“This is not just a funding
issue; it’s a civil rights issue.
Our public schools are le-
gally required to serve every
child, regardless of ability. If
funding is reduced, it could
leave students with disabil-
ities without the resources
they need to succeed”
Financial Implications for

Public Schools

While Governor Lee’s
administration maintains
that public schools will
not lose funding due to
vouchers, opponents ar-
gue otherwise. Because
Tennessee’s education
funding formula is based
on per-student enrollment,
rural districts that lose
students to the voucher
program could see re-
ductions in state funding
allocations.

Meanwhile, some ru-
ral county officials have
questioned whether the
bill could face legal chal-
lenges, citing Tennessee’s
constitutional restrictions
on public funding for pri-
vate institutions. Legal
experts suggest these cas-
es could impact the law’s
implementation statewide.

House Majority Leader
William Lamberth (R-44)
dismissed these concerns,

saying competition will
drive improvements in
both public and private
schools.

“If we allow competi-
tion in every other sector
of society, why wouldn’t
we allow it in education?”
Lamberth asked. “Public
schools will adapt and
improve when they’re no
longer the only option.”

What Comes Next?

With 20,000 vouchers
available statewide, school
officials in Carroll, Weak-
ley, and Henry counties say
they are assessing potential
budget risks and preparing
contingency plans in case
of funding losses.

The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Education is ex-
pected to release additional
guidelines in the coming
months, but for now, rural
educators and special ed-
ucation advocates remain
deeply concerned about the
law’s long-term effects.

As districts brace for po-
tential financial shifts, one
question remains:

Will the Education Free-
dom Act expand opportu-
nities for all students, or
will it deepen existing in-
equalities in rural Tennes-
see’s education system?

Sources and References:
Tennessee General Assem-
bly - Bill Text & Records,
Tennessee Department
of Education - ESA Pro-
gram Guidelines, Tennes-
see Comptroller’s Office
- ESA Fiscal Impact, Gov-
ernor Bill Lee - Official
ESA Statement, Tennessee
House - Press Releases
& Speeches, Tennessee
School Boards Association
(TSBA), Tennessee Educa-
tion Association (TEA)

Property
Transfers

Linda L. Williams to Jodi
Williams in District 16.

Shane M. and Court-
ney R. Oatsvall to Iraklis
and Nikolaos Hatzopou-
los in District 12.

Chasity and Leean M.
Kee to Chasity Renay Kee
in District 8.

Nonyelu Chukwuogo
to Esther M. and Kevin
Thomas Monteith Rodri-
guez in District 4.

Dan Wesley and Carie
Neal Bradfield to Brian and
Jana L. Stafford in District 4.

Harry Lee and Donna
Taylor Butler to Katherine
Mary and Ronald Leland
Holland in District 11.

Harry Lee Butler to
Katharine Mary and Ron-
ald Leland Holland in

District 11.

Harry Lee and Watler
Butler to Katharine Mary
and Ronald Leland Hol-
land in District 11.

Amy Mann to Amy Re-
nee Floyd in District 4.

Philip Edward Moore
to Sandy D. Moore in Dis-
trict 24.

Nathan Webb to Bailey
Webb.

Jay Mark and Kar-
en Laurene Daniel Self
to Daniel and Jennifer
Hayden in District 6.

Paul Douglas Lowery
to Jeremy Brent Lowery
in District 2.

Greg Hooper to Robert
A. Farina.

Sherri L. Marzario to
Jimmy and Gloria Rainey
in District 22.

Willie Lee Willis to Shan-
da Smith in District 15.

Stephen Nicholas Prid-
dy to Brent Davis in Dis-
trict 11.

NEED 655
STAMPS? =5
WE GOT ‘EM!

Frontier

FOUNDATION

& CRAWL SPACE @epair

Prevent frozen pipes, warm your floors,
and protect your home by insulating
your crawl space!

$300 O PROJECT

Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with
any other offer or promotional financing. Must be presented
at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 02/28/25.

844-978-3001

FrontierFoundations.com

Gas Prices Decrease

TENNESSEE (February
10) — Average gasoline
prices in Tennessee de-
creased 6.0 cents per gallon
in the last week, averaging
$2.72/g today, according
to GasBuddy’s survey of
3,821 stations in Tennes-
see. Prices in Tennessee are
2.5 cents per gallon higher
than a month ago and stand
11.5 cents per gallon lower
than ayear ago. The nation-
al average price of diesel
has decreased 0.2 cents in
the last week and stands at
$3.624 per gallon.

According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheapest
station in Tennessee was
priced at $2.39/g yesterday
while the most expensive
was $4.11/g, a difference of
$1.72/g. The lowest price
in the state yesterday was
$2.39/g while the highest
was $4.11/g, a difference of
$1.72/g.

The national average price
of gasoline has risen 4.8 cents
per gallon in the last week,
averaging $3.09/g today.
The national average is up
2.2 cents per gallon from a
month ago and stands 9.6
cents per gallon lower than
ayear ago, according to Gas-
Buddy data compiled from
more than 11 million weekly
price reports covering over
150,000 gas stations across
the country.

Historical gasoline prices
in Tennessee and the na-
tional average going back
ten years:

February 10, 2024: $2.83/g
(US. Average: $3.19/g)

February 10, 2023: $3.09/g
(U.S. Average: $3.39/g)

February 10, 2022: $3.24/g
(U.S. Average: $3.48/g)

February 10, 2021: $2.25/g
(U.S. Average: $2.48/g)

February 10, 2020: $2.14/g
(US. Average: $2.42/g)

February 10, 2019: $2.02/g

(U.S. Average: $2.28/g)
February 10, 2018: $2.37/g
(U.S. Average: $2.58/g)
February 10, 2017: $2.05/g
(U.S. Average: $2.27/g)
February 10, 2016: $1.53/g
(US. Average: $1.71/g)
February 10, 2015: $2.04/g
(US. Average: $2.18/g)
“While some states have
seen gas prices inching up,
much of the country con-
tinues to see mostly stable
prices. States that expe-
rience price cycling have
seen increases, while many
others have only experi-
enced minor fluctuations,”
said Patrick De Haan, head
of petroleum analysis at
GasBuddy. “With tariffs on
Mexico and Canada cur-
rently on pause, trade pol-
icy has yet to directly im-
pact fuel prices. However,
refinery issues are creating
localized disruptions, par-
ticularly on the West Coast,
where a refinery fire and
the transition to summer
gasoline are pushing prices
higher. Elsewhere, vola-
tility and seasonal trends
continue to drive normal
fluctuations. For now, the
overall direction of gas
prices remains typical for
this time of year, but we
remain on watch for po-
tential policy changes that
could impact fuel prices.
GasBuddy is the author-
itative voice for gas prices
and the only source for sta-
tion-level data. GasBuddy's
survey updates 288 times ev-
ery day from the most diverse
list of sources covering nearly
150,000 stations nationwide,
the most comprehensive and
up-to-date in the country.
GasBuddy's averages, graphs,
maps and historical pricing
data covering the U.S. and
Canada is available 24/7 at
http://prices.GasBuddy.com.
SOURCE GasBuddy

Without newspapers, where
would you search to find the
information on this page?

Newspapers bring a wealth of information together.
We do the legwork to keep you informed. All at a
great low rate, less than the price of a cup of coffee.

THE
Call 731.352.3323 E%BANNER,




MARKETPLACE

LORI’S HAIR SOLU-
TIONS — WE’RE HIRING
Licensed Cosmetologist
and Nail Tech. 28 Waldren
Street, McKenzie. 731-694-
9916. R25136/5-5

FOR RENT

HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS: MCKENZIE
AREA. www.mckenzie-
homefinders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

HOME IMPROVEMENT

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
WITH THE BEST LOOK-
ING and longest lasting ma-
terial steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10%
offinstall (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-
281-6212. (TnScan)

OLSHAN FOUNDATION
SOLUTIONS. YOUR
TRUSTED foundation repair
experts since 1933. Foun-
dation repair. Crawl space
recovery. Basement water-
proofing. Water management
and more. Free evaluation.
Limited time up to $250 off
foundation repair. Call Ol-
shan 1-866-265-5932. (Tn-
Scan)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
Generac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call
1-888-869-5542 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not
just a generator. It's a power
move. (TnScan)

SAWYERS TREE SER-
VICE: 60’ BUCKET Truck.
Take Down or Prune. Haul
Off and Clean Up. Grind
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

JOE’S TREE SERVICE
AND STUMP REMOV-
AL: 60 ft. bucket truck,
prune or take down grind
stumps, clean up and
haul off, insured, free es-
timates. 731-697-0023 or
731-513-1518. A7084/21-TF

BOB’S TREE SERVICE:
TREE REMOVAL, stump
grinding, tree topping,
mulching, all types of
yard work, storm damage
clean-up. Insured. Call
731-571-5867. A6785/44-TF

WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS 1S! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition. Easy
three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get
your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-877-551-1426. (TnScan)

BECOME A PUBLISHED
AUTHOR. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manuscript
submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Dis-
tribution Call for Your Free
Author's Guide 1-844-923-
3666 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/tnpress. (TnScan)

YOUR LOW COST AD-
VERTISING SOLUTION!
One call & your 25 word ad
will appear in 98 Tennessee
newspapers for $275/wk or
27 West TN newspapers for
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classified advertising
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks.
(TnScan)

BANKRUPTCY?

We are a debt relief agency
This firm helps people file for bankruptcy
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889

WALKER, WALKER

=~
i\& WALKER, PLC

Ken Walker

Richard Walker

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington
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EAGLE BUILDINGS —
NEW & USED PORTA-
BLE BUILDINGS, Cabins,
Carports & Garages. 314
Memorial Dr., Paris (731)
644-0090; 202 Memorial Dr.,
Paris (731) 641-2800; 17595
Highland Dr., McKenzie
(731) 393-0277; 1409 Hwy 70
W, Camden (731) 279-4192;
15035 S. First St., Milan (731)
613-2166; 586 W. Church St.,
Lexington (731) 249-9184;
852 University St., Martin
(731) 281-7117. eaglebuild-
ingstn.com. A7655/50-TF

HEALTH / BEAUTY

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility
with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-713-6706.
(TnScan)

DENTAL INSURANCE
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the
details! 1-844-278-8285
www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258. (TnScan)

ATTENTION: VIAGRA
AND CIALIS USERS! A
cheaper alternative to high
drugstore prices! 50 Pill
Special - Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW:
1-866-477-7591. (TnScan)

QUALITY OFFICE SPACE
FOR LEASE — From 430 Sq.
Ft. to 3,000 Sq. Ft. Highway
79 Highland Mall, across
from the post office. Call
731-352-2189. A5404/44-TF

CABLE / SATELLITE

TV / WIRELESS

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER INTERNET for speeds
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps,
no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make
the switch. Call 1-855-481-
3340. (TnScan)

DIRECTV — ALL YOUR
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof! Sign up
for Direct and get your
first free months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice package
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-844-230-4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE
TV + INTERNET! Free
Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time
Up To $600 In Gift Cards.
Call Today! 1-844-274-6074.
(TnScan)

“Painting Your Way”

Not Just Painting Anymore...
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling

y, (31-415-1506
" Steve Bowden

=] Z|

W

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

49 Broapway STReeT, McKENzIE, TN 38201

PuonNE: 731-352-5307

Come see us for the best rates
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

Business
Directory

A Convenient Guide to Quality
Merchandise & Services In The Area

—

I —

Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns
your business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price
of $20 (minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

GET THE WORD 0OUT
ABOUT YOUR NEXT
AUCTION! Save Time &
$$$. One Call for All. Your
ad can appear in this news-
paper + 97 other TN newspa-
pers. For more info, contact
this newspaper’s classified
dept. or call Becky Moats
931-624-8916. (TnScan)

Site Work * Clearing * Ponds
* Basements * Trackhoe * Dozer
* Dirtpan * Skidsteer
* Sand * Gravel * Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

Interested
market?

Financial Advisor

McKenzie, TN 38201
731-352-7822

A3272/6-1

EdwardJones ...

Give us a call.
Brents K Priestley, AAMS™

654 Main Street North

in the stock

edwardjones.com

Frontier

FOUNDATION

& CRAWL SPACE @epair

Prevent frozen pipes, warm your floors,
and protect your home by insulating
your crawl space!

BEFORE

$300

"- ANY

O PROJECT

Not to Exceed 5% of project. Cannot be combined with
any other offer or promotional financing. Must be presented
at time of inspection. Limitations may apply. Expires 02/28/25.

¢-9/6v 1524

Inside Merchants Outlet Mall and
Flea Market, McKenzie. First door
to right as you enter Booth 800.

Open Tue.-Sat. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Stop in and grab a bite before you
shop at all the amazing booths!

844-978-3001

FrontierFoundations.com

SANDWICHES EVERYDAY:
Chicken Salad, Tuna Salad,
Ham Sub, Turkey Sub, Chicken Sub,
PB&J, Grilled Cheese and Hot Dogs

HOMEMADE SOUPS AND SALADS

ICE COLD SODAS, LEMONADE,
IGED TEA AND COFFEE

Check us out on Facebook
for our daily lunch specials.
facebook.com/donnafullmer

4 N [ N\ N
Sandi Roditis i
. 731-415-2927 =2 * Water Heaters
14965 S. Highland Ave. N NICKYJOE/\{ | | YerrHoors
McKenzie, TN 38201 731-225-8321 Cleaning
Valarie McMackin .
vennocens | | T STAFFORD | | :imts
Jason Artymovich * Toilets & Tubs PLUMBING and SEWER
SUPPLY, INC Director of Operations 5&21{2 42'3257 . R.EAL ESTATE * Leaky Faucols
731-507?852?3 Finding Hearts a Home . Waf.er l..ines 24-HOUR SERVICE
Phone 731-352-0483 * Fax 731-352-0584 - Drain Lines
one 731-352-0483 a_ 31-352-058 15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 * 731.352.2761 * Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455
krogerS@brsupplylnc'com E: stafford@stafford-realestate.com * www.stafford-realestate.com A7623/TF
J . J
( 24 HOURS/7 DAYS ( E )
Residential =
TﬂlBEﬂI wlfﬂ?illlll?lll(llkvrflllllllllllll’[‘lggr ss L{ Municipal § Municipal * Commercial * Residential
Commercial <

4' <&
WELL DRII.I.ING
131-415-6530

Russell Basford, owner

Plumbing & EIGCIYIC ArFEr HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

Backhoe - Trenching - Gas Piping - Septic Pumping - Pipe Water
Heaters - Well Tanks - Valves - Fittings - Faucets

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Irrigation Well Drilling
Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

Over 30 years of experience R10014/A821

SEPT": P“MPI“G PO. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201 campbelluaterwell@gmail.com 78.94 Huwy 124
131'234'6012 russell.drilling@hotmail.com 731-694-2075 (Call or Text) McKenzie, TN 38201
172N J
4 Ve ~
o
& =3 WestTennessee
=_5 HEALTHCARE™
DOG VICTOR REHM Henry County
' l O U S E HOME IMPROVEMENT Hospital
Roofing, Window Replacement, Siding, Gutters, _ _ §
oA 7l Qotvtze Glooming Cofon Decks and All Your Home Improvement Needs g (73]) 642-1220 g
2

8729 Hwy 218 Bypass, Paris, TN 38242 - 731-363-4382
thedoghousesalonl@gmaill.com * ] @ TheDogHouse

731-441-6787

www.wth.org
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Color A Masterpiece

MARKETPLACE

Weekly
Crossword

CLUES ACROSS
1. Racquet sport group (abbr.)
4. Norse god of thunder
8. Russian industrial city
10. What'’s good for the ___
11. Round-ish shape
12. Baltimore MLBer
13. French modernist painter
15. Burned with water
16. Intestinal issue
17.Take the lead
18. Prove oneself worthy
21. None
22. Tax collector
23. Swiss river
24. Gymnast Raisman
25. Baby’s dining accessory
26. Canadian beer distributor
27. Iconic American tourist

fwmgawpm@ﬂ@ DAY
\, © es

RIDAY, FEBRUARY

Qf".

CLUES DOWN
1. Type of bomb
2. Polynesian island country
3. Heavenly body
4. Hard workers

19. Empowering

20. Space station

23. Disorder

24. State of fuss

25. Footwear for babies

5. Covered
destination 5 Johs Hookins Hosoital 26. Nuclear reactor (abbr.)
. Johns Hopkins Hospital
34. More expansive founder P p 27. Droves
28. Affirmative
35. Alert 7. Plant of the grass family 29, Mal ,
. Male paren
36. Popular boots Doc __ 9. Island person of the Bering P y
37. Showings Sea 30. Utter obscenities

38. Conclusion 31. Type of verse
39. Share a common boundary
40. Shooting sport

41. Popular side dish

42. Global energy firm

43. Chronicles (abbr.)

Week 6

10. Storehouse

12. Scarlet-flowered desert
shrub

14. A pituitary hormone
15. Female sibling
17. Monetary unit of Afghanistan

32. Unpleasant person
33. One who settles down

34. Founder of source-based
history

36. A way to snarl

See solution in next week’s edition.

° ')
Valentine’s Day Word Search | qy1s | [SUDOKU WEEK 6
D v L OAVY BLVYPUMTCAYVY O0OVYFY
E C O HUE GV FVBEVY GP S HTCH DAYIN 8 2
V L KD ER O0OTICLWT CUUHNUDUIKTLA 4
ORSTIOEIRTENITNELAVO}1181.03'Y 6
LDOCLDTPYTLETZKTU OUNUUHD Y FEBRUARY Y 6 81117
E WY AEATIT FWHT FWYTIWADA ATE
B UKEA ANDTBTGCTTETRPROMANTCEA ]4 41513
B KV D EMGUPTULIBIBA ATIEUH HWUORTEFS
S O LUUATFA ACDUOS S REI RUOWPUDOTCS 7 6[(4]9 7 3
LI Y Y MM CRPWFYNTNT G CGILIKTITI
I T HORTU CIKUVUHMULILTFY S DNUBK K 1778: The United
I L ALLKURMUAMGEGORIBYHWIBM Statesﬂagis 1 59 647
L NPYP OEOSSGHMWTIIULIU RYFT fopmally Pecognized
K AEHNOVSBPTIBTICETETEA AN C Y |byaforeignnaval 5 3 9
P L ASDTISETLU HIBWA AL ORNILWUWV vessel for the first
HDDGET OTCSUVNTCUBTPWPSTDFP Y |time 1
G 0 S WETETUHTEA ARTI RYISV ETITD Level: Advanced
P UAHAFT FET CTTIU ONTENTLDTEFDN 1849: James Knox F"E'kB.anleiVT':]mbe":H doku. This mind-bendi o vl
ike puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle wi
WLNOTETALUOC COHT CAHYSYCA Polk becomes the haveyog hookedfrom%,he momentyousquareoﬁ,sosharpgnpyourpen—
G B S TFTIGSAUWPMWYVY O0ODIL CI KU HWWTC first serving cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!
. President of the U.S. Here’s How It Works:
Adore Cherub Girlfriend Poem to be photographed. 5 3Sgdoku pruzzI?s are fo(;mkattfiﬁ asa Si)xg g:idthbrok?]ngdownti?}? ninﬁ
: x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill eac
Affectlon Chocqlate Hearts Red row, column and box. Each number can appear onlygonce in each row,
Beloved Cupld Hug Romance 2005: YouTube is column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers wil
BOCyfﬂ;nd FIDate LKISS S RO:‘ES t launched. RO PUDerS you name. he caser 1 9o 0 Soe te puazle
andy owers ove weethear See solution in next week’s edition
Champagne Gifts Movie Valentine :
O BOF20% - *xBX 5+ i AC L% \ RoQB LETTER MIX-UP Riddle Me This
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUOVWXYZ What did the lightbulb say
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase to his valentine?
c R Y P I o F u “ below? Use each letter only once.
* ~ * S W E E T H E A R T Sppvm puv sppm 710/(3/10[1119{'15‘11‘-/
S e , ) WORD SCRAMBLE
(Hint:3=R) 1 : : Rearrange the letters to spell something
H 92. 12. pertaining to this week's theme.
23 14 3 18 16 1K . OLVE
51| & 4.
Z 2007 :amsuy
3 9 16 20 16 % 5. 15.
o)
e GUESS WHO ?
3 9 19 14 24 23 20 § 1 w. I am singer born in England on February 13,
o 1974. | liked performing while | was in
o 8. 18. primary school. | went on to join a popular
& boy band in 1990 that had many hits. My
c 9. 19. friend Elton John helped me face by
17 20 10 3 4 14 3 5 g substortwcecgusif_yfroblems,dcnd I've
,Io. 20. urned my lire around.
SWIDI||IM 81900y HJamsuy

Z Week 5 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 5
F . E
 bone 0 C|E|n 3l1|5]6|8]|2|9o|7]4
o = PR = 4/9]8]3|7]|5]2]|1]6
S I -
1 RN - 712]6]4]1]9]8[5]3
{Fﬁﬁﬁiﬁ"%%”‘? O 614171128539
7p) M 813195]|6(7]1114]|2
A
L N 215111913(4]7]1618
e IS f 5[6]2]8[4]1]3]9]7
LEUNTON,TH— 586, CurthS, 7512489154 § . 918|3|7|5]|6|4|2]1
We do the legwork to keep you informed. Q_ i 1 7 4 2 9 3 6 8 5
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Above Left, Rebel Eli Vinson pulls up for a jumper in the paint. Above Right, Lady
Rebel Jaycee Stafford pulls up for a midrange jumper. Stafford led all scorers
with 28 points. Below Left, Lady Rebel Braylin Auvenshine gets inside for two

points.

Below Right, Rebel Cole Brown drains a three from the top of the key

for the first points of the game. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

McKenzie Splits Wins on Homecoming

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

MCcKENZIE (February 7)
— McKenzie High School
celebrated Homecoming
Friday, hosting Houston
County for a pair of conse-
quential district basketball
contests.

The Lady Rebels shook
off an early deficit and
gained momentum down
the stretch for a 56-46 vic-
tory that cemented McK-
enzie as the two-seed in
the upcoming playoffs.

The Rebels went back
and forth with the Fighting
Irish in the first half, but
Houston County pulled
away late for a 78-63 win.
The loss leaves McKenzie
as the three-seed in the
district.

McKenzie Lady
Rebels 56, Houston
County Lady Irish 46

The Lady Irish jumped
out to a 14-5 lead after
the opening frame, led by
Presley Moore with sev-
en points. Kylee Smith
scored four, CJ Clark had
a pair, and Ally Mitchell hit
a free throw. Jaycee Staf-
ford scored all five Lady
Rebel points, including a
three-pointer.

McKenzie doubled up
Houston County 18-9 in
the second quarter to tie
the game, led by Stafford
with eleven points. Molly
French hit a three. Sophie
Pate had a pair, and Ava
Hastings and Braylin Au-
venshine each hit a free
throw. Clark scored six for
the Lady Irish, and Mitch-

ell hit a three. At the half,
the score was knotted at
23-23.

The Lady Rebels took
the lead with a 19-14
advantage in the third,
led by Auvenshine with
eight points, including
a three-pointer. Stafford
scored seven with a three.
Hastings hit a three, and
Aurora Johnson hit a free
throw. Clark led Houston
County with seven points.
Mitchell scored three, and
Moore and Smith each
added a pair. Entering the
final frame, the Lady Reb-
els led 42-37.

McKenzie sealed the
win with a 14-9 tilt in the
fourth, led by Stafford
and Auvenshine with five
points each, Auvenshine
with a three. French and
Johnson each added a pair.
Smith led the Lady Irish
with five points, including
a three. Clark scored four.

Lady Rebel Jaycee Staf-
ford led all scorers with
28 points, including a pair
of three-pointers. Braylin
Auvenshine scored 14, also
with a pair of threes.

CJ Clark led Houston
County with 19 points.
Kylee Smith scored eleven
with a three.

Fighting Irish 78, Rebels 63

McKenzie had a 17-16
edge after the first frame,
led by Craegen Travis with
nine points, including a
three-pointer. Cole Brown
and Tate Surber each hit a
three, and Landon Brown
had a pair. Irish Brady Buc-
ciarelli and Mac Baggett
each scored five, Buccia-

relli with a three. Ryan Car-
ter scored four, and Casen
Clark had a pair.

Houston County had a
17-15 advantage in the sec-
ond quarter, led by Baggett
with seven points with a
three. Clark scored four.
Townes Epps hit a three,
and Carter also had three
points. Surber led McKen-
zie with four points. Avery
Brown hit a three. C. Brown,
L. Brown, Eli Vinson and
Carter Kee each had a pair.
At the half, Houston County
led 33-32.

The Irish enjoyed a 20-
11 tilt in the third, led by
Baggett and Carter with
eight points each, Baggett
with a three. Clark scored
four points. Surber had
five points for the Reb-
els. A. Brown hit another
three-pointer, and Kee also
had three points. Heading
into the final frame, the
Irish led 53-43.

Houston County clinched
the win with a 25-20 fourth,
led by Carter with eleven.
Baggett scored seven with
athree. Clark had six points,
and Bucciarelli hit a free-
bie. Surber led McKenzie
with eight points. C. Brown
scored five, and Vinson had
four points. L. Brown hit a
three.

Irish Mac Baggett led
all scorers with 27 points,
including a trio of threes.
Ryan Carter scored 26, and
Casen Clark had 16.

Tate Surber led McKen-
zie with 20 points, includ-
ing a three-pointer. Cole
Brown scored ten with a
three.

YOU ARE INVITED TO COME AND SHARE AN EVENING OF
DELICIOUS FOOD AND MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT.

v

".

PRESENTED BY CARROLL ARTS, INC.

X

i

FEBRUARY 1S, 2025 AT 6 P.M.

MCcKENZIE FIRST CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
16835 HIGHLAND DRIVE, McKENZIE, TENNESSEE 38201
TICKETS %15 EACH PURCHASE TICKETS FROM BRITTANY MARTIN AT THE

McKENZIE BANNER 731-352-3323, CAROL ARMPRIEST 731-393-3048 AT
McKENZIE SENIOR CENTER, OR ERIC TEAS 731-358-3839 AT McKENZIE VFW.

LAST DAY TO PURCHASE TICKETS IS FEBRUARY 12, 2025

NC/4-3
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FOOTBALL

Rebel KD Cunnlngham signs to play football at Kentucky Wesleyan College. Pictured
are (L to R): KD’s father, Coach Kentrell Diggs; KD; his mother, Raven Cunning-
ham-Tharpe; and sister, Kamdyn Tharpe. Photographs on either side of the family
are of KD’s late grandmother and his grandfather, unable to attend, and his late
great-grandmother. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Rebel KD Cunningham Signs with

Kentucky Wesleyan Football

BY BRAD SAM

brad@mckenziebanner.com

MCcKENZIE (February 7)
— McKenzie High School
football standout Kadarius
(KD) Cunningham will con-
tinue his gridiron career at
Kentucky Wesleyan College.
The senior was feted at a
signing ceremony Friday
in the MHS Theater, joined
by family members, coach-
es, teammates, classmates,
teachers and a plethora of
supporters.

Principal Kelly Spivey
welcomed all and compli-
mented KD as well as all of
the supporters who helped
him along the way.

KD’s father, MHS Assis-
tant Coach Kentrell Diggs,
encouraged everyone to
strive to reach their dreams
with KD as an example
of what hard work can
accomplish.

The ceremony was no-
tably long as many, many
groups and individuals
wished to have their pho-
to taken with the beloved
three-sport athlete and
share in the celebration.

KD told The Banner he
chose Kentucky Wesleyan
because it always felt like
home. “The first time I went

there, for a camyp, it felt like
the right place to be. When
they made the offer, God
put it on my heart.”

He said he chose football
because it’s a family sport.
“Being around it since [ was
little, it’s a special thing to
me.”

KD expects to play de-
fensive line and could see
some playing time on of-
fense as well.

He said that being a Rebel

has meant “everything” to
him. “The town, the atmo-
sphere, it's always felt like
a good place to play sports.
I will always treasure being
a Rebel, always.”

He will major in sports
management.

Kentucky Wesleyan Col-
lege is located in Owens-
boro, Kentucky. The Pan-
thers compete in the NCAA
Division II's Great Midwest
Athletic Conference.

DIXIE CULVERT

Metal & Plastic Culverts
Free delivery to your local job site

Hwy. 70 East, Camden
www.dixieculvert.com
sales@dixieculvert.com

(731) 584-2558
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MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Above, The Huntingdon Middle School Fillies pose with the Gold Ball after winning the state cham-
pionship. Below, Three HMS Fillies earned all-tournament honors at the state tournament. First
from left, Krystin Moore; third from left, Millie Luther; and second from right, Wylie Kee. Photos by
Russell Bush/Huntingdon Sports Pics

BY RUSSELL BUSH
Huntingdon Sports Pics

MURFREESBORO (February 1) —
The Huntingdon Middle School Fil-
lies completed a trifecta for Hunting-
don Middle School Saturday at Mid-
dle Tennessee Christian School as
they defeated Rickman 72-39 to win
their first-ever state championship.

The Fillies win follows the HMS
Mustangs winning the state cham-
pionship the last two years, giving
HMS wins in the state championship
for three consecutive years.

The Fillies completed a season
that saw them win their last 17
games in a row, including three in a
row at the state tournament and fin-
ished the season with a 22-1 record.
It was a remarkable two-year run for
the Fillies as last season they finished
24-1 with the loss coming in the state

Wylle Kee scores two points in the
state title game for HMS Fillies.
Photo by Russell Bush/Huntingdon
Sports Pics

tournament.
The Fillies defeated the Lady Bull-
dogs of Rickman with an 11-0 run

to start the first quarter, a 9-0 run
to start the third quarter, and an 8-0
run to start the fourth. The Fillies
outscored the Lady Bulldogs 16-2 in
the final frame.

Scoring for HMS were Wylie Kee
21, Krystin Moore 14, Kaylee Eatmon
11, Lakeitha Cason 9, Millie Luther
8, Madeline Anderson 5, Courtlyn
Brewer 2 and Anderson Pearson 2.

The Fillies started the two-week
tournament with a 59-19 win over
Allons as Kee scored 16, Brewer 9,
Cason 6, Moore 5, Emma Smith 5,
Anderson 5, Pearson 5, Luther 4,
June Dillahunty 3 and Eatmon 1.

In the semi-finals the Fillies de-
feated Merrol Hyde 64-32 to advance
to the championship game. They
were led in scoring by Kee with 14,
Luther 14, Moore 10, Anderson 8,
Brewer 6, Pearson 4, Eatmon 2 and
Vivian Singleton 2.

SPORTS - PEOPLE

McKenzie Rotary Club Vice President Ricky Price (left) and
Club President Christy Williams (right) welcomed West
Tennessee Medical Group President Tina Prescott (center).

McKenzie Rotary Club
Hears About West
Tennessee Healthcare

McKENZIE (February 4) —
Tina Prescott, President and
CEO of West Tennessee Health-
care, was the featured speaker
for the McKenzie Rotary Club. In
recent months, West Tennessee
Healthcare began managing
Henry County Hospital.

Prescott stated they are excit-
ed to work with Henry County
Hospital as it has a rich history
in the community. She added
that since taking over the facil-
ity, West Tennessee Medical is
working hard to make the hos-
pital solvent and are addressing
concerns about bring back the
OB program.

Before being named President
and CEO, Prescott served as the
Chief Operating Officer of West
Tennessee Healthcare, a public,
not-for-profit health system with
over 8,200 employees serving
22 counties and licensed for
1,262 hospital beds within the
WTH system. Her Executive
Vice President responsibilities
included serving as the Chief
Operating Officer and System
Chief Nursing Officer for the
healthcare system. Her over-
sight includes the flagship hos-
pital, Jackson-Madison County
General Hospital, and six rural
hospitals which includes, Bolivar
Hospital, Camden Hospital, Mi-
lan Hospital, Dyersburg Hospi-

UP TO

tal, Volunteer Hospital in Martin,
TN and Henry County Hospital.

Prescott came to West Ten-
nessee Healthcare in 1996 as a
Registered Nurse in the Surgical
Intensive Care Unit. She has
held the positions of Clinical
Manager and Director of SICU
and Administrator of Camden
General Hospital.

In 2007, she was named the
Vice President/Chief Nursing
Officer of Jackson-Madison
County General Hospital.

She is active with several
community and civic organi-
zations including serving as a
board member on the Greater
Jackson Chamber, a member
of the Jackson Rotary Club and
Downtown Jackson Develop-
ment Committee.

She is board certified as an
Advanced Nurse Executive with
the American Nurses Creden-
tialing Center, a member of the
American College of Healthcare
Executives, American Nurses
Association and American As-
sociation of Critical Care Nurs-
es. She is a graduate of Union
University with a Bachelors of
Science in Nursing and a Mas-
ters of Business Administration.

The McKenzie Rotary Club
meets on Tuesdays at noon in
the Vera Low Center at Bethel
University.

75% OFF

CLOSEOUTS & CLEARANCE
HUGE SELECTION!

STATIONARY SOFA / Collins

Semi-Annual WAREHOUSE SALE

6-PIECE LEATHER SECTIONAL / Maddox POWER RECLINING SECTIONAL / Edie

Sale Sale ” Sale SAVE
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RECLINING SOFA
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$1,399°°
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MHLEY ComfortStudio vam
50% OFF RECLINERS
Q Speed Qucen STEARNS B e
& FOSTER THE PRESIDENTS’ DAY EVENT _
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i o~ SAVE UP TO POWER RECLINER

with wireless charger, headrest,
lumbar / Neo

Sale $1
Price Was 51 749.99

Sale
Price Was?$999.99

$79999

TEMPUR-PEDIC

$300

ON SELECT ADJUSTABLE
MATTRESS SETS

LEATHER ROCKER
RECLINER / Trouper

532 $75999

Was $949.99

SAVE UP TO SAVE UP TO

SR = $500

*Offer valid January 28-February 25, 2025, while supplies last. Maximum savings of $800 requires purchase of a Reserve mattress and a TEMPUR-Ergo® Smart Base. Stearns & Foster®: Save $600 on any size Reserve Stearns & Foster® mattress. Save $400 on any size Lux Estate or Lux Hybrid
Stearns & Foster® mattress. Save $200 on any size Estate or Studio Stearns & Foster® mattress. Save $200 on any size TEMPUR-Ergo® ProSmart® Base or TEMPUR-Ergo® Smart Base. Save $100 on any size TEMPUR-Ergo® Power Base. Tempur-Pedic®: Maximum savings of $500 requires
purchase of a TEMPUR-Breeze® mattress and a TEMPUR-Ergo® Smart Base. Save $300 on any size TEMPUR-Breeze® mattress. Save $200 on any size TEMPUR-LuxeAdapt® mattress. Save $100 on any size TEMPUR-ProAdapt® or TEMPUR-Adapt® mattress. Save $200 on any size
TEMPUR-Ergo® ProSmart® Base or TEMPUR-Ergo® Smart Base. Save $100 on any size TEMPUR-Ergo® Power Base. Sealy®: Maximum savings of $400 requires purchase of a Sealy Posturepedic® Plus High Point Hybrid mattress and TEMPUR-Ergo® Smart Base. Save $200 on any size Sealy
Posturepedic® Plus High Point Hybrid mattress. Save $100 on any size Sealy Posturepedic® Plus Brenham or Albany Hybrid mattress. Save $200 on any size TEMPUR-Ergo® ProSmart® Base or TEMPUR-Ergo® Smart Base. Save $100 on any size TEMPUR-Ergo® Power Base. Select adjustable
mattress sets only. Savings realized at time of purchase. Certain offers may not be combined. Not valid on prior purchases. See store for availability and details. Copyright 2025 Sealy, Inc. Copyright 2025 Tempur-Pedic North America, LLC. All rights reserved.
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SAVE UP TO

POWER
LIFT CHAIR

/ Liam

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday-Friday
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM Saturday
Closed Sunday

FREE Delivery & Setup within 50 miles
307 Fairview St. Paris, TN (Corner of Camden Hwy)
731-407-7772 | merisons.com

MERISON'’S

HOME SERVICES




	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12

