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NASHVILLE (December 6)  — 
Leighann Horne, Supervisor of Edu-
cation for McKenzie Special School 
District, was honored as the West 
Grand Division Supervisor of the Year 
for the year 2024-25 school year.

She received the honor on Decem-
ber 6 during a ceremony hosted by the 
Tennessee Department of Education 
to honor the principals and supervi-
sors of the year. 

“I am thrilled to honor these re-
markable school leaders with the 
2024-25 Principal and Supervisor of 
the Year awards,” said Commissioner 
Lizzette Reynolds. “These individuals 
have played key roles in the success 
of their teachers and students, and I 
am proud to have them representing 
Tennessee.”

H U N T I N G D O N  ( D e -
cember 3) — Members of 
the Huntingdon Special 
School District spent Tues-
day morning, December 3, 
visiting schools and speak-
ing with administrators, 
teachers, and students to 
get a first-hand view of the 
schools. 

The Huntingdon High 
School tour was led by Prin-
cipal Porsche McClerking. 
The Board visited the STEM 

The City of McKenzie held its 2024 
annual Hometown Christmas Parade 
on Saturday, December 7. Pleasant 
weather and a longer-than-usual pa-

rade delighted spectators who lined 
the streets to view the many entries.

The Banner will feature more pho-
tographs from this and other Christ-

mas events in the December 17 issue 
of The Banner.

Teachers Honored

BY JOEL WASHBURN
washburn@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (December 3) 
— A new roof for McKenzie 
High School was approved 
by the McKenzie Special 
School District Board of Ed-
ucation on December 3. 

The Board approved a bid 
presented by Lashlee-Rich, 
the construction manage-
ment company.

Strickland Roofing Com-
pany was the successful bid-
der at a guaranteed maxi-
mum price of $1,231,721. 
The bid includes 60-mil 
PVC material with a 30-year 
warranty. The final price 
includes a new roof on the 

Weakley County Schools 
certainly has much to cele-
brate this year, and the latest 
news is no exception: three 
district schools – Dresden 
Elementary School, Glea-
son School, and Westview 
High School - have been 
named Tennessee Reward 
Schools by the Tennessee 
Department of Education 
(TDOE). Based on data 
from the 2023-24 academ-
ic year, these schools have 
earned this recognition 
through outstanding per-
formance according to the 
State’s strict scoring ma-
trix. A Reward School rank-
ing means that the school 

McKENZIE (December 7) — Bethel 
University conferred 255 degrees during 
its Fall Commencement on Saturday, 
December 7 in the Crisp Arena. Two fac-
ulty members were honored upon their 
retirement during the ceremony.

Retiring were Dr. Shannon Godwin, 
professor of education, with 17 years of 
service to the university. She was present-
ed a framed resolution from the Board of 
Trustees for her service.

Sandra Loudon, Dean of Student De-
velopment, were also honored upon her 
retirement with 32 years at the university. 

Nancy Bean, Chairman of the Bethel 
Board of Trustees, was the commencement 
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Lorraine Brockman, 80
Jerry Haynes Hamlin, 82
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QUOTE
"Failure will never 
overtake me if my 
determination to

succeed is strong enough."

— Og Mandino
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A Very Merry 

Hometown

Christmas

Saturday, December 14

HOMETOWN
HEALTH CLINIC

Two Businesses collide

To bring you a FREE

Hometown Christmas Event

Hometown Health Clinic Convenient Care 

Activities 4-6 p.m.

1894 Cedar St., McKenzie - Closed to Patients During Event

Hometown Hangout

Activities 6-8 p.m.

14985 Highland Drive, McKenzie - Open at 4:30 p.m.
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FLATBED PRINTER

� LARGE-FORMAT PRINTING 
(Up to 4 ft x 8 ft, and up to 2 in thick)

� HIGH RESOLUTION
� STUNNING FULL COLOR with UV-LED INK
� RAPID PRODUCTION 

(Up to 12 - 4’x8’ boards per hour)

� PRINTS ON (almost) ANYTHING 
Paper, plastic, acrylic, metal, glass, 
corrugated, canvas, wood, leather, 
vinyl, cork, cloth — you name it.

ABOUT THIS MACHINE  �
� LOCALLY OWNED
� ESTABLISHED in 1978
� IN-HOUSE DESIGN
� IN-HOUSE PRINTING 

AND FINISHING
� NO MIDDLEMAN
� FREE QUOTES
� FREE DELIVERY 

In the local area

�  ABOUT TCP

TRI-COUNTY PUBLISHING, INC.
COMMERCIAL PRINTING

3 Banner Row, 
McKenzie, Tennessee
CALL 731.352.3323
printing@tricopub.com
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A/C REPAIRA/C REPAIR

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

AUTOAUTO

CLINICCLINIC

14995 HIGHLAND DR.14995 HIGHLAND DR.
MCKENZIE, TN 38201MCKENZIE, TN 38201

(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)(Across from Carroll Bank & Trust)

731-393-0091731-393-0091

Oil Change & Service

Brake Repair

A/C Recharge & Repair

Belt, Hose Replacement

Cooling & Radiator Repair

Window Repair

Steering & Suspension Shocks

Axle, CV Joint, Drive Shaft

& Much More!
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Santa Claus made an appearance in the parade.
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Commencement
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Leighann Horne

Christmas 
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field house and waterproof-
ing several vertical walls 
around the building.

In the coming months, 
replacement doors and 
windows will be installed at 
the school. Those were ap-
proved months ago. Instal-
lation should begin when 
the windows are available 
for installation.

New seating at McKenzie 
Middle School Gymnasium 
was revisited, but no action 
was taken.

Bleachers and Seats of 
Nashville provided a bid 
of $94,473 to replace the 
current visitors’ seating, 
which involves adding more 
seating and changing the 
plastic to wood seating. A 
major change also consists 
of reversing the home and 
visitor sides. 

Another company will be 
allowed to resubmit its bid 
since it originally provided a 
price for more seating than 
the bid from Bleachers and 
Seats. The gymnasium was 
constructed initially in the 
year 1954. It was built by 
Lashlee-Rich contractors. 
The gym once served as the 
home court for McKenzie 
High School,  McKenzie 
Middle School, and Bethel 
University.

Willie Trevathan was re-
cently contracted to replace 

the flooring of the basketball 
playing surface. The current 
floor has several ‘weak’ spots. 

CQT Flooring, Willie Trev-
athan, of Martin was award-
ed the contract at $99,900 to 
replace the flooring, install 
sleeves for volleyball net-
ting, stain the floor and add 
striping for both basketball 
and volleyball, a sports pro-
gram not yet at MSSD. Tre-
vathan will also refinish the 
gym floor at McKenzie High 
School and install volleyball 
net sleeves.

Th re e  t e a c h e r s  w e re 
g ra n t e d  t e n u re.  Th o s e 
were: McKenzie Elementa-
ry School, Kristina Collins; 
McKenzie Middle School, 
Jessica Hochreiter ;  and 
McKenzie High School, 
Hunter Herrin.

Eleven teachers were also 
recognized as Level 4 or 
5 teachers as assessed by 
the State of Tennessee Val-

ue-Added Assessment. Each 
teacher received a vinyl ban-
ner indicating the honor.

This is the second year 
that MSSD has publicly rec-
ognized these teachers. Dr. 
Justin Barden, Director of 
Schools, initiated the con-
cept of vinyl banners for the 
teachers to display in their 
classrooms.

This recognition is for 
the 2023-2024 school year. 
The TVAAS levels 4 and 5 
indicate levels of student 
growth “Above” or “Signifi-
cantly Above” the expected 
levels for the school year.

T VAAS Level 5: Paula 
Doster, Amanda Morris, 
Paul Carroll, Sherrie Aus-
tin, Josephine Wright, David 
Hochreiter, Amanda Oakley, 
Kristi Brown, Courtney Kee, 
and Mary Spivey.

TVAAS Level 4 honoree 
was Jordan Jowers.

Roof
...From Front Page

Top, McKenzie Elementary School Honorees for excellent Value-Added to Students: 
Mary Spivey, Courtney Chadwick Kee, Kristi Brown, and Amanda Oakley with school 
board members LaShonda Williams (far left), Karen Fowler (far right), and back, 
George Cassidy, Bobby Young, and Director Dr. Justin Barden.  Above, McKenzie 
Middle School Honorees for excellent Value-Added to Students: Kellett Hochreiter, 
Amanda Morris, Josephine Wright, Sherrie Austin, and Paul Carroll. Also pictured 
are school board members LaShonda Williams (left), Karen Fowler (right), and back, 
George Cassidy, Bobby Young, and Director Dr. Justin Barden.  Below, McKenzie 
High School Honorees for excellent Value-Added to Students: Paula Doster and 
Jordan Jowers. School board members included (left) LaShonda Williams, (right) 
Karen Fowler, (back) George Cassidy, Bobby Young, and Director Dr. Justin Barden.

Teachers granted tenure (L to R): Jessica Hochreiter 
and Kristina Collins. Not pictured: Hunter Herrin.

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

ATWOOD (December 5) 
— During Thursday night’s 
meeting, the West Carroll 
Board of Education ap-
proved the retirement of 
Supervisor of Instruction 
Regina Alred.

A reception was held 
prior to the meeting in 
her honor, and the board 
members, administration 
and staff present all ex-
pressed appreciation for 
her service and well-wish-
es for her retirement.

Director of Schools Pres-
ton Caldwell said, “Mrs. 
Alred has been an excel-
lent role model and ed-
ucational foundation for 
everyone at West Carroll. 
She has an outstanding 
work ethic and tremen-
dous passion in her work. 
During times of change, 
though the COVID pan-
demic, and when so much 
seemed uncertain in ed-
ucation, Mrs. Regina re-
mained steadfast and un-
wavering in her role with 
West Carroll. It is her love 
for children and her desire 
to do what is best for them 
that kept her continuous-
ly focused in her career. 
West Carroll is blessed to 
have had Mrs. Regina as an 
educational leader in the 
district. Her knowledge, 
guidance, leadership and 
genuine care for children 
is exceptional, and she will 
truly be missed by all of us 
at West Carroll.”

The board heard an up-
date from Kristin Lindsey 
on plans to convert part 
of the junior-senior high 
library into a career-read-
iness center, which would 
be a resource for students 
for things such as filling 
out job applications, com-
pleting industry-certifica-
tion exams, taking head-
shots and more.

Director Caldwell pre-
sented information to 
board members about 
options for the required 
seven hours of annual 
training for members. He 
offered further assistance 
in coordinating between 
members and registering 
for the training sessions.

A lengthy discussion was 
held including West Car-
roll attorney Chris Hayden 
and Town of Trezevant at-
torney Charles Trotter on 
concerns raised by one 
student’s guardian.

A sixth grade student 
who lives near the elemen-
tary school in Trezevant 
and chooses some days to 
walk to school must cross 
Highway 79 to do so. The 
child’s guardian would like 
a crossing guard present at 
the crosswalk. A crossing 
guard has been stationed 
there in the past, but not 
in recent years.

T h e  t w o  a t t o r n e y s 
agreed on the facts of the 
matter. The school dis-
trict’s obligation is to pro-
vide transportation, which 
it does in the form of a bus 
route that stops near the 
student’s residence. The 
guardian has declined to 
have the student utilize 
the bus.

The crossing in question, 
Highway 79, is the proper-
ty and responsibility of the 
Tennessee Department of 
Transportation. With the 
opening of the new bypass 
in the coming months, 
ownership of the roadway 
could potentially transfer 
to the Town of Trezevant.

In any case, the attorneys 
concurred that none of the 
three entities (the state, the 
town or the school district) 
have any obligation or li-
ability to provide such an 
accommodation.

Hayden outlined the dis-
trict’s options. The board 
could simply choose to 
hire a crossing guard. The 
board could also take 
no action at all. Another 
option would be for the 
board to determine the 
crossing to be a “special 
hazard,” a loosely-defined 
term in the legal statutes. 
That would trigger a need 
to reach out to the re-
sponsible party (currently 
TDOT) and request that 
action be taken to miti-
gate the hazard. Making 
such a determination is a 
discretionary decision for 
the board.

Board member Betty 
Wallace made a motion 
to take no action on the 
matter. Present members 
seconded and approved 
the motion unanimously.

Misty Mitchell and Kelly 
Weaver were absent.

The meeting adjourned 
after 50 minutes.

The board meets next 
on Thursday, January 9 at 
6:30 p.m.

West Carroll Supervisor of Instruction Regina Alred 
was honored with a reception and presented with a 
plaque in appreciation of her service prior to Thurs-
day’s board meeting, at which her retirement was ap-
proved. She is pictured (left) with Director of Schools 
Preston Caldwell. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

West Carroll School Board
Honors Retiring Supervisor Alred

McKENZIE (December 
7) — McKenzie is a long 
way from the sandy beach-
es of Orange Beach where 
Dr. Ryan Forbess, his wife, 
Toni, and three children, 
Scarlett, Knox, and Reed 
reside. However, the fam-
ily traded the warm cli-
mate for some Tennessee 
weather and a chance to 
lead the annual Christmas 
parade in the city where 
Dr. Forbess was raised. The 
Forbess family also had 
the honor of lighting the 
Christmas tree in McKen-
zie’s Veterans Memorial 
Park in downtown. 

Forbess made nation-
al news earlier this year 
as he and other vacation-
ing medical professionals 
were at a beach during a 
shark attack. Forbess said 

God had a hand in gather-
ing all the medical profes-
sionals in one place during 
this emergency situation.

While vacationing in 
Florida this summer, Dr. 
Forbess played a critical 
role in saving a 15-year-
old gir l  attacke d by a 
shark. The incident oc-
curred at Seacrest Beach 
on the Florida Panhan-
dle. Dr. Forbess and his 
friend, Dr. Mohammad 
Ali, were in the water with 
their families when they 
noticed a commotion and 
saw blood. Acting quickly, 
they rushed to assist and 
helped save the girl. 

Ryan Forbess grew up 
in McKenzie, Tennessee, 
and completed his un-
dergraduate education 
at the University of Ten-

nessee. He worked as a 
mental health specialist at 
the Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center starting in 
2000. He then realized his 
passion for family med-
ical care and went on to 
pursue his medical degree 
from St. Matthew’s Univer-
sity School of Medicine in 
Grand Cayman.

He  o p e n e d  h i s  o w n 
practice in 2022. 

Ryan Forbess enjoys 
surfing, SEC football, golf, 
traveling, hunting, boat-
ing, and fishing. He resides 
with his family in Orange 
Beach with his wife, Toni, 
and his three children: He 
and his wife were imme-
diately drawn to Orange 
Beach after their very first 
visit and decided to make 
it their forever home.

Pictured is McKenzie Mayor Ryan Griffin reading the script about Dr. Ryan 
Forbess and family. Forbess was the grand marshal of the parade and had the 
honor of lighting the Christmas tree during a brief gathering folllowing the 
parade. Pictured is Mayor Griffin, Dr. Forbess and his family, wife-Toni and 
children, Scarlett, Knox and Reed. during the tree-lighting ceremony.

Dr. Ryan Forbess Honored as 
McKenzie’s Grand Marshal

TREZEVANT — Construc-
tion crews are relocating util-
ity poles along U.S. Highway 
79 east of Trezevant to ac-
commodate the construction 

of the U.S. 79 bypass around 
Trezevant. Trezevant offi-
cials indicated the highway is 
projected to open in Decem-
ber 2025 and will bypass the 

Trezevant business district 
and school. Once completed, 
it will join the newly opened 
section of the bypass around 
Atwood. 

Relocation of Utility Lines in Trezevant
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Horne was originally one 
of nine finalists and then 
chosen as the supervisor for 
the west division. 

Horne obtained her Bach-
elor of Science in Special 
Education and a minor in 
Elementary Education from 
the University of Tennessee 
at Martin. She continued 
her education with mas-
ters degrees in Special Ed-
ucation and School Lead-
ership and Administration.
Her career started in Spe-
cial Education in Gibson 
County Schools, where she 
taught for 10 years. She then 

served as the Special Educa-
tion Coordinator in Henry 
County before serving as 
the supervisor at McKen-
zie for the last seven years.
In her role at McKenzie, 
she is the instructional 
supervisor for pre-kinder-
garten through sixth grade 
and the director of Special 
Education.

In an interview earlier 
this year, Horne said, “I ab-
solutely love working here. 
We have a small district and 
work very closely together; 
it just feels like family. We 
have some very dedicated 
teachers in our district, and 
we are truly here to serve 
our students, and we put 
them first.”

“My passions include 

Special Education, class-
room management and 
behavior, early literacy, 
and of course, my family.
She participated in a formal 
interview process with the 
Tennessee Department of 
Education. 

Earlier, Horne said, “I’m 
honored to spotlight not 
only Special Education but 
also our district because I 
believe we have an amazing 
district, and we’re moving 
forward and growing. We 
have great leaders, teach-
ers, and staff members that 
come together every day 
for the betterment of our 
students, and I am blessed 
to be a part of this team - 
this family.”

Horne
...From Front Page

Parade ...From Front Page

The McKenzie Marching Rebels performed in the parade.

speaker. Mrs. Bean graduat-

ed from Bethel in 1969 and 

returned to the university to 
serve as a vice president and 
dean prior to full retirement. 
She encouraged the grad-
uates to have humility and 
gratitude in their life. She 
noted that graduates were 
able to achieve their goal of 

graduating with the help and 

support of others.

The university conferred 

degrees at the associate’s, 

bachelor’s and master’s 

levels.

Bethel
...From Front Page

Top, Sandra "Sandy" Louden was honored upon her retirement from Bethel. 
Presenting the award were Dr. Jim Scruton and Cindy Mallard (right).  Above, Dr. 
Shannon Godwin was honored upon her retirement from Bethel. Presenting the 
honor were Dr. Jim Scruton and Cindy Mallard (right).  Below Left, Twin Sisters 
Graduate — Aleah Robin Gallaher and Aliza Rachel Gallaher of Chattanooga re-
ceived their Bachelor of Science degree during the December 7 commencement. 
Their father was a graduate of Bethel and their mother was once a professor at 
the university.  Below Right, Nancy Bean was the commencement speaker. Mrs. 
Bean is a graduate of Bethel and serves as the chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of the university.

Lab, JAG classroom, and 
the Agriculture class, in-
cluding the greenhouse 
and the HHS store, where 
students  wil l  sel l  stu-
dent-grown or made items.

At Huntingdon Middle 
School, board members 
heard about updates to 
instruction and health 
services; at Huntingdon 
Primary School, the board 
heard about school safe-
ty updates and viewed 
the newly constructed 
addition.

Prior to the tour, the 
board met in formal ses-
sion and approved tenure 
for three teachers: Han-
nah Chumney - seventh 
grade math teacher; Ali-
cia Warbritton - seventh 
and eighth grade English 
L a n g u a g e  A r t s  ( E L A ) 
teacher; and Misty Gray 
- first grade teacher.

S t a f f  c h a n g e s  w e r e 
acknowledged. 

Th re e  p e r s o n s  w e re 
employed. Emily Cole - 
Huntingdon Food Ser-
vice; Abigail St.  Clair - 
HMS  Sixth Grade ELA; 
J e r e m y  J o n e s  -  H M S 
Eighth Grade Science.

Resignations acknowl-
edged were: Christy Han-
na - HPS Food Service; 
Kensley Crossno - HMS 
Si x t h  G ra d e  E L A ;  a n d 
Michelle Forbess - HMS 
Eighth Grade Science.

Director Jonathan Kee 
recommended a clari-
fication to the school’s 
requirements for gradua-
tion. The school requires 
a total of 28 credits prior 
to graduation. The state 
generally requires a min-
imum of 22 credits. Also, 
the state allows a student 
to graduate with as few 
as 17 credits under leg-
islation called Move On 
When Ready Act. How-
ever, to qualify, a student 
must declare his or her 
intent when entering the 
freshman year. 

The board heard from 
s u p e r v i s o r s  A l a n  E u -

banks, Scott Carter and 
Christy Carey to learn 
about updates to the In-
novative School Model 
and its sustainability, new 
technology, and Special 
Education. 

Ca n d a n c e  To d d  a d -
dressed the board with a 
concern about proceeds 
from a junior class fund-
raiser that were deposited 
in a parent’s individual 
bank account, not in the 
school’s account. It was 
the junior class-sponsored 
homecoming dance. Todd 
is the mother of a member 
of the junior class. She 
said teachers help collect 
the funds, it was adver-
tised as a school dance, 
but yet the funds were de-
posited in the individual 
person’s account.

D r.  Ke e  s a i d  h e  a d -
dressed the issue to en-
sure the segregation of 
school and private events 
and the money raised. He 
is additionally seeking 
legal opinions on how to 
prevent this from occur-
ring in the future.

scored in the top 5% for 
achievement or growth on 
standardized tests.

TDOE Reward Schools 
are among the top per-
formers in the state, rank-
ing high in several key 
areas,  including TCAP 
a c h i e v e m e n t  s c o r e s , 
growth, chronic absentee-
ism rates, graduation rates, 
a n d  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e 
learner proficiency. These 
schools have proven their 
excellence by consistently 
meeting high standards 
and achieving remarkable 
results across many differ-
ent areas of performance.

Dresden Elementar y 
School Principal Mela-
nie Needham celebrates 
a third year as a Reward 
School and shared her 
pride in her students, staff, 
and teachers in working 
together to reach the goal.

“Being named a Re-
ward School shows what 
we can do when teachers, 

students, families, and staff 
work together,” Needham 
shared. “Everyone has an 
important part in making 
our school a place where 
learning and success hap-
pen every day and receiv-
ing this recognition for the 
third year in a row shows 
how seriously we take that 
responsibility.”

Lee Lawrence, Princi-
pal of Gleason School, 
also shared his pride in 
the honor, saying, “Being 
named a Reward School 
is a proud moment for 
all of us and truly shows 
what can happen when 
we all work together for a 
common goal. It highlights 
our dedication to team-
work, our commitment to 
accountability and excel-
lence, and the belief that 
success is within reach for 
every student.”

Westview Principal Bri-
an Allen also celebrated 
the achievement, stating, 
“Westview is thrilled to 
receive this recognition. 
Earning the Reward School 
ranking reflects the ded-
ication, hard work, and 

collaboration within our 
school community. From 
our passionate teachers to 
our determined students, 
supportive families, and 
committed staff, everyone 
played a part in this in-
credible achievement.”

Director of Schools Jeff 
Cupples shared that he 
believes this achievement 
continues to highlight the 
positive successes of our 
schools working togeth-
er to help each student 
achieve their best.

“This is an achievement 
for everyone to celebrate. 
Each of these schools has 
dedicated their time and 
effort to our students, and 
as a district, we couldn’t be 
prouder of their devotion. 
The support our students 
receive is huge, and these 
achievements show how 
much of a positive dif-
ference that makes,” said 
Cupples.

To see more about Ten-
nessee Reward Schools 
and district designations, 
visit  tn.gov/education.
html.

Tour
...From Front Page

Weakley
...From Front Page

Above, Greenhouse — Huntingdon High School Principal Porsche McClerking 
speaks about the greenhouse to HSSD board members Kennedy White, Clay 
Nolen and Shawna Smith. Board members toured each of the three school sites 
during its annual tour of school facilities.  Below, The HHS school store will sell 
products produced by students. Principal McClerking speaks about the store to 
board members Clay Nolen, Dr. Lee Carter, Shawna Smith and Dr. Morgan Butler.

Without newspapers, where would you search to
find the information on this page?
We do the legwork to keep you informed.
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Letters to the editor bear the 
opinion of the letter writer, and not 
necessarily that of the newspaper 
management or staff. Letters of 
opinion are not verified for accu-
racy of fact and truly stand only as 
the writer’s opinion.

Letters to the editor of public 
interest are solicited. Most let-

ters, not libelous or harmful, will 
be published. The editorial staff 
may restrict the number of letters 
dealing with the same subject 
matter. The signature of the writer 
must be affixed to the letter with 
a verifiable address and phone 
number. The address and phone 
number will not be published at the 
request of the writer, however the 
name will be published. Tri-County 
Publishing does not publish un-
signed letters of opinion.  

The McKenzie Banner reserves 

the right to refuse any item 
deemed libelous, not of public 
interest, or commercial in nature. 
The editorial staff reserves the 
right to edit the material while 
preserving the intent of the let-
ter.  Upon receipt in the offices 
of Tri-County Publishing, Inc., the 
letter becomes the property of the 
newspaper and will be retained 
in the files. Tri-County Publishing 
may solicit contrary opinion con-
cerning the content of the letter. 

LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR POLICY

THE WIT AND WISDOM OF DAVID JOHNSON
These Two Men Nearly Got Me Killed!

In the December 3 issue 
of The McKenzie Banner, 
a news story about McK-
enzie native Mark Powell, 
63, being found deceased 
by the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency has one 
correction.

The story indicated Mr. 
Powell drown. However, 
the actual cause of death 
has not been determined. 

An autopsy will determine 
the cause of death.

Mark Edward Powell 
was born on May 13, 1961  
and he died November 26, 
2024.

He is survived by his wife, 
Larenda Powell; daugh-
ters, Lindsey (Colin) Perry, 
Meredith (Adam) Walters; 
four grandchildren, Jack-

son, Sophia, Cooper, and 
Carter; his brother, Carl 
(Melissa) Powell, sisters; 
Charlotte (Charles) Verner, 
Lisa Burnette, and Crystal 
Plentovich.

Mark was employe d 
with Milan Army Ammu-
nition Plant for 27 years. 
He was an avid hunter and 
enjoyed being at the river 
duck hunting the most. 
Mark passed away doing 
what he loved.

A memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

Correction

Members met in the 
home of Mary and Pennye 
Mays for the November 
meeting.

The devotion was giv-
en by Judy Roberts, the 
hostess for the evening. 
Minutes were read and 
approved from the last 
meeting. The treasury re-
port was given.

Old business: Conven-

tion was discussed as to 
when to meet to set up 
the gift shop. Cakes for the 
nursing home were tabled 
to the January meeting. 
The scarves were sent to 
North Carolina.

New business: It was vot-
ed that we would send a 
boy or girl stocking with 
contents worth $10 to North 
Carolina for Christmas. 

These need to be delivered 
to Pennye by December 5.

Our Christmas dinner is 
at Mo’s this year on Decem-
ber 12 at noon.

The cookie exchange is 
December 18. Bring a book 
for ages 4-5.

We played Christian bin-
go for our program.

Hope everyone has a 
merry Christmas.

Bethel/Eastside FCE News

 NASHVILLE — Bethel 
University and the Coun-
ty of Henry each received 
grants to preserve and 
develop historic building 
from the Tennessee De-
partment of Economic and 
Community Development 
(TNECD).

B e t h e l  U n i v e r s i t y  – 
$196,000 to rehabilitate the 
former First Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church build-
ing on Stonewall Street in 
McKenzie.

The Bethel-owned build-
ing was first occupied in 
1873.  The 18,000-square-
foot Gothic building on 
Stonewall Street was built 
over the five-year period 
1887 to 1892 at a cost of 
$8,000. It stood out in the 
community for its architec-
ture, including a tall steeple 
over a high-vaulted slate 
roof, as well as its art glass 
windows. The congregation 
constructed a new build-
ing on Highland Drive and 
sold the former building to 
Bethel.

Bethel University Pres-
ident Perry Moulds said, 
“This grant from the Ten-
nessee Department of Eco-
nomic and Community De-
velopment is an incredible 
opportunity for Bethel Uni-
versity and the McKenzie 
community.” stated Presi-
dent Perry Moulds, Ph.D. 
“Preserving and revitalizing 
historic spaces aligns with 
our mission to honor the 

past while building a bright 
future. We are grateful for 
the state’s investment in our 
vision and look forward to 
the economic and cultural 
impact this project will have 
for generations to come.”

Henry County Govern-
ment was awarded $500,000 
to rehabilitate the Henry 
County Courthouse in 
Paris. It was built in 1896 
and among several coun-
ty-owned building that 
need rehabilitation. 

 “Through the Historic 
Development Grant Pro-
gram, we are helping restore 
and revitalize some of Ten-
nessee’s most historic build-
ings so that they once again 
can flourish, attracting fur-
ther economic opportunity 
across our state,” said TN-
ECD Commissioner Stuart 
C. McWhorter. “Thank you 
to the Tennessee Historical 
Commission for partner-
ing with TNECD on this 
program. We look forward 
to seeing the growth and 
prosperity that will follow 
in our communities.”

Approved by the Tennes-
see General Assembly in 
April 2021, the program will 
provide $6.1 million to proj-
ects that aim to renovate 
and preserve historic build-
ings across the state. The 
program encourages com-
munities and private devel-
opers to invest in buildings 
that have contributed to a 
community’s history but 

now sit idle. These buildings 
can once again contribute 
to the economy through job 
creation and commercial 
opportunities.

For this round of the pro-
gram, the state’s $6.1 million 
investment is expected to 
leverage more than $13 mil-
lion in private investment.

TNECD partnered with 
the Tennessee Historical 
Commission (THC) to 
structure application re-
quirements and review 
grant applications to ensure 
that each proposal would 
rehabilitate the structures 
while maintaining the his-
torical integrity. The THC’s 
mission is to protect, pre-
serve, maintain and ad-
minister historic places and 
encourage the inclusive di-
verse study of Tennessee’s 
history for the benefit of 
future generations. 

“We are honored to par-
ticipate with TNECD in 
this successful program 
that revitalizes historic 
buildings and energizes 
communities across our 
state,” said THC Executive 
Director and State His-
toric Preservation Officer 
Patrick McIntyre. “This 
ro u n d  o f  f u n d i n g  w i l l 
help restore iconic prop-
erties – such as county 
courthouses – as well as 
activate formerly vacant 
historic spaces for new 
and creative uses.”

Bethel University, Henry County Receive 
Grants for Historic Building Preservation

The Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development has 
awarded Bethel University $196,000 to be used in the rehabilitation of McKen-
zie’s Historic former First Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

A Pictorial History of McKenzie, Tennessee
From the pages of Published in October 2004

City Attorney Ralph Stobbe administers the Oath of Office to Mayor H.B. “Swat” 
Scarbrough, 1980.  File photo originally published in “A Pictorial History of McK-
enzie, Tennessee,” by The McKenzie Banner in October 2004.

In high school, I was not 
the rabble-rouser sort of 
teen. No fast-and-furious 
hot rod for me nor getting 
drunk on weekends. 

That’s not to say I had a 
halo around my head for 
there might have been a 
time or two that my friend, 
Bob, and I went to town 
on an errand for a teach-
er during school and we 
somehow got lost and found 
ourselves at the Northside 
Drive-In (a memory-mak-
ing diner) eating one of 
their delicious hamburgers. 
And it seems like I might 
have been sick the morning 
of opening day of dove sea-
son but made a miraculous 
recovery that enabled me to 
go hunting at noon.

No doubt my teen years 
w e r e  t e m p e r e d  b y  m y 
brushes (yes, that’s plural) 
with death when I was a 
pre-teen during the 1960’s 
because of two men: John-
ny Weissmuller and Roy 
Rogers.

My Saturday mornings 
involved an hour or two 
of being mesmerized by 
reruns of Tarzan movies, 
starring the famous Johnny 
Weissmuller. I could hard-
ly believe my eyes as he 
sailed through the jungle 
while swinging from one 
vine to another or by grab-
bing a limb and flipping to 
another. 

Enter my vivid imagina-
tion. One place we lived 
had a field with a deep ra-
vine in it, cut through by a 
creek and rain runoff. To 
cross it, I normally climbed 
down one side and up the 
other. However, one Satur-
day I noticed a tree leaning 
over the ravine with a limb 
hanging just about halfway 
across, and an idea sprang 
up. Yes, I would be Tarzan 
by taking a running leap, 
grabbing the limb, and flip-
ping to the other side.

My heart pounded as I 
backed up and kneeled into 
a three-point racers stance 
thirty feet from the edge. 
My eyes glued on that one 
limb. This was my chance 
to make history (at least in 
my mind). 

A tiny voice in my head 
said, “This might not be 
such a good idea.” 

But I told it to shut up 
and leave me alone. I was 
on the verge of greatness!

I sprang forward, legs and 
arms pumping in perfect 
rhythm. 

Just as my foot touched 
the edge of the ravine, and I 
was about to launch myself 
toward the limb, I looked 
down. (You know, they tell 
you not to look down, and 
there’s a good reason for 
that.) I let out what I hoped 
sounded like the famous 
Tarzan yell as I flew through 
the air. The truth, though, 
was that it was a scream of 
sheer terror.

I stretched my arm as 
far as I could, but my hand 
closed around thin air inch-
es from the limb. I plum-
meted toward the yawning 
ravine. 

Up until that moment in 
my life I had no idea that 
the human body could 
bounce like a tennis ball. I 
ricocheted from one side to 
the other. Sharp rocks filet-
ed my flesh and shredded 
my clothes until I splashed 
into the creek. 

The Death Angel circled 
overhead, laughing. 

Miraculously, I was able 
to drag my broken body and 
bruised ego up the side of 
the ravine and crawl back 
home.

One would think that ex-
perience would lessen a 
boy’s imagination. 

One would think that.
A few weeks later, I was 

watching a rerun of a Roy 
Rogers’ movie. Mounted 
banditos were in hot pur-
suit of him as he urged his 
horse, Trigger, the most 
beautiful horse ever born, 
raced across the plain. As 
he rounded a large rock, 
there was a tree up ahead. 
Instead of going around it, 
Roy Rogers went under it, 
grabbed a long-hanging 
limb and pulled himself 
into the tree’s canopy as 
Trigger continued running, 
drawing the banditos after 
him.

Undeterred by my Tarzan 

escapade, I went out and 
caught my steed (that may 
or may not have been sway-
backed and may or may not 
have had vision problems in 
one eye). I quickly saddled 
her and headed to the pas-
ture in search of the perfect 
tree for my adventure. 

And there it was—a sas-
safras tree, standing like a 
sentinel in the middle of 
the field, its low hanging 
branches beckoning me. 

Immediately, I kicked my 
trusty horse in the flank, 
and she sprang forward. 

Leaning for ward,  her 
mane flapping in my face, 
we raced toward the tree. 
Her ears were laid back and 
the wind whistled in mine. 
Neither she nor I had ever 
gone that fast. It was like 
she was doing her best im-
itation of Trigger. (Or per-
haps she knew what was go-
ing to happen and couldn’t 
wait to have a good laugh 
on me.)

I timed it perfectly, which 
is not the same as saying I 
planned it perfectly. Either 
my horse was taller than I 
remembered, or the limb 
was lower than I calculated, 
because as I sat up to grab 
the limb, it struck me across 
the chest, knocking me off 
the saddle. I hung in mid-
air for a split second before 
crashing to the ground flat 
on my back, after which, 
everything went black.

How long I  lay there, 
suspended between life 
and death, I do not know. 
It might have been days. 
But the next thing I knew, I 
was awakened by my horse 
nudging me with her nose 
and doing her best to stifle 
a laugh.

I won’t bore you with 
w h a t  h a p p e n e d  a f t e r  I 
watched runners doing the 
high hurdles in the 1964 
Olympics, and I decided to 
jump a barbed-wire fence. 

Suffice it to say, I nearly 
made it. 

Nearly.
* Taken from The Wit and 

Wisdom of David Johnson, 
Volume 1: I Didn’t Know 
Donkeys Could Laugh.
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SMOTHERED STEAK 
AND POTATOES

1 (1 1/2 pound steak
2 (15 oz.) cans whole new 

potatoes, drained
1 (10 oz.) can golden 

mushroom soup
1 (1 oz.) packet dry onion 

soup mix
1 1/2 cup milk
Preheat oven to 325 de-

grees. Cut steak into serv-
ing size pieces and brown 
in skillet with a little oil 
on high heat. Transfer to 
sprayed 9 x 13 inch baking 
pan and place potatoes 
over steak. In saucepan 
combine mushroom soup, 
dry onion soup mix and 
milk and heat just enough 
to be able to mix well. Pour 
over steak and potatoes. 
C ov e r  a n d  b a ke  f o r  5 0 
minutes. Serves 6

SAVORY RIB ROAST
1 tablespoon dried thyme
1 teaspoon dried rose-

mary, crushed
1 teaspoon rubbed sage
1 teaspoon pepper
1 (6 pound) beef rib roast
Preheat oven to 350 de-

grees.  Combine thyme, 
rosemary, sage and pepper 
in small bowl and rub over 
roast. Place roast, fat-side 
up, on rack in large roasting 
pan. Bake for 2 hours to 2 
hours and 30 minutes or 
until meat reaches desired 
doneness (rare is 140 de-
grees, medium is 160 de-
grees and well done is 170 
degrees). Remove roast to a 
warm serving platter and let 
stand for 10 minutes before 
slicing. Serves 6-8

HAM QUESADILLAS
2 cups shredded ham
1/2 cup chunky salsa
2 teaspoons chili powder
3/4 cup whole kernel 

corn
8  l a r g e  w h o l e - w h e a t 

tortillas
1 (8 oz.) package shred-

ded Mexican 4 cheese blend
In large bowl, combine 

shredded ham, salsa, chili 
powder and corn. Spread 
mixture over 4 tortillas to 
within 1/2 inch of edge. 
Then sprinkle cheese on 
top. Top with remaining 
tortillas and cook (1 quesa-
dilla at a time) on medium 
high heat, in large non-stick 
skillet about 5minutes. Turn 
after 2 minutes or until light 
golden brown. Cut in wedg-

es to serve and serve with 
pinto beans and guacamole. 
Serves 4-6

PRALINE HAM
2 (1/2 inch) thick ham 

slices, cooked
1/2 cup maple syrup
3 tablespoons brown 

sugar
1 tablespoon butter
1/3 cup chopped pecans
Preheat oven to 325 de-

grees. Bake ham slices in 
shallow pan for 10 minutes. 
Bring syrup, brown sugar 
and butter in small sauce-
pan to a boil and stir often. 
Stir in pecans and spoon 
over ham. Bake for addi-
tional 20 minutes. Serves 8

JERRY HAYNES 
HAMLIN

1942 — 2024
HENRY — Jerry Haynes 

Hamlin, 82 of Henry, died 
Wednesday, December 4, 
2024, at her residence sur-
rounded by her daughters.

Ridgeway Funeral Home 
in Paris, was in charge of 
arrangements. Her funeral 
service was Monday at 2 
p.m., at Ridgeway Funeral 
Home with Chaplain Frank-
lin Hicks and Rev. Don Wil-
liams officiating. Burial was 
in the Bethlehem Cemetery 
in Henry.

Jerry was a member of 
First Baptist Church of McK-
enzie. She worked as the ex-
ecutive director of the McK-
enzie Housing Authority for 
13 years and was the exec-
utive director of the Paris 
Housing Authority for 19 
years. Jerry loved camping, 
raising and riding horses, 
sewing, cardinals and bird 
watching. She loved spend-
ing time with her family, 
friends, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

Jerry was born June 21, 
1942, in Clarksburg. 

She married Joe N. Ham-
lin on November 24, 1960, 
and he preceded her in 
death May 8, 2017. 

Survivors include two 
daughters, LeAnn Hamlin 
(Debbie Rushing) of Kis-
simmee, Fla., and JoEllen 
Hamlin Garces of Knox-
ville; a sister, Mary Ellen 
Ellis of Paris; two grandchil-
dren, Nick (Katie) Garces 
of Collierville, Tenn., and 
Katelyn (Robert) Tunnell 
o f  Kn o x v i l l e ;  a n d  f o u r 
great-grandchildren.

In addition to her hus-
band, Jerry was preceded 
in death by her father, Cur-
tis Taylor Haynes; mother, 
Madelyn Jewell Simmons 

Barham ; and stepfather, 
H.C. Barham. 

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made to: 
Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation (JDRF), P.O. 
Box 5021,  Hagerstown, 
MD 21741-5021 (break-
throught1d.org) in honor 
of Liam Tunnell or Multiple 
Myeloma Research Foun-
dation (MMRF), 383 Main 
Avenue, 7th Floor, Norwalk, 
CT 06851 (themmrf.org). +

MARK EDWARD 
POWELL

1961 — 2024
(Formerly of McKenzie) 

— Mark Edward Powell, 63, 
was born on May 13, 1961,  
and he died November 26, 
2024.

He is survived by his wife, 
Larenda Powell; daughters, 
L i n d s e y  ( C o l i n )  Pe r r y , 
Meredith (Adam) Walters; 
four grandchildren, Jack-
son, Sophia, Cooper, and 
Carter; his brother, Carl 
(Melissa) Powell; sisters, 
Charlotte (Charles) Verner, 
Lisa Burnette and Crystal 
Plentovich.

Mark was employed with 
Milan Army Ammunition 
Plant for 27 years. He was 
an avid hunter and enjoyed 
being at the river duck 
hunting the most. Mark 
died doing what he loved.

A memorial service for 
Mr. Powell will be sched-
uled later by his family. 

BERTIE 
WARBRITTON
1934 — 2024

HUNTINGDON — Mrs. 
Bertie Lou Warbritton, 90, 
of Huntingdon, died Satur-
day, November 30, 2024, at 
her home.

Funeral services were 
held Wednesday, Decem-
ber 4, 2024, at Huntingdon 
Church of Christ. The in-
terment was in Sellers Hill 
Cemetery.

Mrs. Warbritton was born 
October 6, 1934, to the late 
Vera Springer and Bennie 
Collins. Mrs. Warbritton 
worked for the Bank of 
Huntingdon for over forty 
years, retiring from there 
as a personnel director and 
trust officer.

She is  also preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Glenn Warbritton; sister, 
Yevonne McCaslin; and 

grandson, Josh Rainey.
She is survived by her 

two children: daughter, 
Gina Rainey of Huntingdon, 
and son, Barry Warbritton 
of Asheville, N.C.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that do-
nations be made to The 
Sellers Cemetery Perpetual 
Care Fund in care of First 
Bank-Huntingdon.

VELMA PARKINSON
1954 — 2024

HUNTINGDON — Mrs. 
Velma Jean Parkinson, 70, 
of Huntingdon, died at her 
home on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 3, 2024.

Mrs. Parkinson was born 
September 11, 1954, to the 
late Junnis Long and Anna 
Louise Richardson. She was 
preceded in death by one 
daughter, Keisha Monroe; 
sister, Joanne Long; broth-
ers, Jerome Long, Junnis 
Long and Frank Long.

She is survived by two 
daughters Toshiek (Eric) 
Long-Robinson and Julina 
Bik both of Huntingdon; 
five sisters, Sheila (Rob-
ert) Waters of Columbia, 
S.C., Gilda Gale of Bris-
tol, Pa., Deborah Harris of 
Philadelphia, Pa., Dorene 
Greene of Camden, N.J., 
and Carol Long of Camden, 
N.J.; brothers, Melvin Long 
of Philadelphia, Pa., and 
Raymond Long of Penns-
burg,  Pa. ;  and fourteen 
grandchildren.

Dilday-Carter Funeral 
Home, Huntingdon.

BOBBIE JEAN SMITH
1940 — 2024

HUNTINDON — Mrs. 
Bobbie Jean Smith, 83, of 
Huntingdon, died Friday, 
December 6, 2024, at her 
home.

Funeral services were 
Tuesday, December 10, 
2024,  in  the Chapel  of 
Chase Funeral Home with 
Bro. Scott Carter officiating. 
Interment was in Carroll 
Memorial Gardens.

T h e  f a m i l y  r e c e i v e d 
friends in the Cherrywood 
Room of Chase Funeral 
Home on Monday, 5-8 p.m. 
and on Tuesday, 9 a.m. until 
time of service.

Pallbearers who served 
were Bobby Smith, Brad 
Smith, Philip Barnett, Tra-
vis Ward, Jess Dill, Donnie 
Smith, Trevor Smith, and Ja-

son Hasting. Honorary pall-
bearer was Chance Carlton.

Mrs. Smith was born De-
cember 22, 1940, in Mem-
phis, to the late Billy and 
Annie Mae Hunt Simmons.  
She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Jerry D. 
Smith, and an infant son, 
Steven Carlton.

She is survived by her 
son, Tim Carlton (Robbie), 
of Huntingdon, a sister, 
Joyce Ann Simmons, of 
Huntingdon, two grandchil-
dren, Jessica Hunley (Kris), 
Chance Carlton (Saman-
tha), two great grandchil-
dren, Landry Jean Carlton, 
Ellsie Jo Carlton, and nieces 
Devonda Lynn, Lisa Jean 
and AnDrea Dawn.

MICHELLE WYATT
1972 — 2024

McKENZIE — A visitation 
for the family of Michelle 
Elaine Wyatt is December 
21, 2024, at McKenzie First 
United Methodist Church 
at 1-3 p.m.

Ms. Wyatt, 52, died No-
vember 12, 2024, at Mur-
ray Calloway Co. Hospital, 
Murray, Ky. She was born 
on January 18, 1972, in Al-
toona, Pa., to Donald K. Wy-
att and Eleanor Buchanan 
Wyatt.

She is survived by her 
mother Eleanor Wyatt of 
Henry, a daughter Audrey 
M. Mitchell of Henry, a son 
Joshua (Brooke) Wyatt of 
Henry, a sister Beth Ann 
Sutton of Duncansville, Pa., 
brother Donald K. (Tracey) 
Wyatt Jr of Hollidaysburg, 
Tenn., and one grandson 
Gabriel Kane Vaughn.

She is preceded in death 
by her father Donald Wy-
att, sister Janet Moshkovs-
ki and grandparents Leroy 
and Bertha Buchanan and 
Doyle and Mabel Wyatt.

If you need further as-
sistance, please call Brum-
mitt-McKenzie Funeral 
Home at 731-352-4848 or 
visit our website at brum-
mittmckenziefuneralhome.
com.

LORRAINE MARIE 
BROCKMAN

1944 — 2024
GLEASON — Lorraine 

Marie Brockman, 80, of 
Gleason, died November 
23, 2024.

A memorial service is 
on December 15, 2 p.m., 
at Beech Springs Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 2696 
B ra w n e r s - L e v e e  R o a d , 
Gleason. Visitation begins 
at 1 p.m. Brother Jeff Moody 
is the officiant.

She was born January 10, 

1944, in Westford, Vt., to Li-
onel DesLauriers and Doris 
(Meunier) DesLauriers. 

She is survived by two 
sons,  Jim Arthurs,  II  of 
Paris, and Greg Arthurs 
of Athens, Ala., and one 
daughter, Alicia Verdell 
(Wendell) of Gleason, and 
one sister, Shirley Court-
ney (Maurice) of Southav-
en, Miss.; she is survived 
by 10 grandchildren, 10 
great-grandchildren, and 11 
great-great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased 
b y  h e r  b r o t h e r,  B o b 
DesLauriers. 

OBITUARIES • GENERAL

Obituaries

Our funeral plans have the protection by the 
State of Tennessee through Tennessee 

Pre-Paid Funeral Benefi ts Act.

Call today for more information:
(731) 352-4848 or (731) 352-2222

Obituary Line: (731) 352-4811
A5091/TF

Our funerarallll lllplplananss hhhhahaveve ttthhhhehe pprorottetecction by the

BRUMMITT-MCKENZIE
FUNERAL HOME
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When you’re ready, we’re here.
No letters, no agents.

Greenfield Monument Works
2321 N. Meridian St., PO Box 45

Greenfield, TN 38230

Traditional & Custom Headstones
 Etchings • Benches • Pet Markers 
Cremation Memorials • And More!

Many colors, LARGE display.

MONUMENT WORKS
• Exquisite Memorials
• Large In-Door Display Rooms
   Air Conditioned and Heated
• Expert Craftsman
• Gray & Colored Granite Monuments

Three Generations - Same Location

  986-3050776 Main Street East
Huntingdon, TN 38344

Open Mon.-Sat.
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Griffin and Powell

1200 S. Miles Ave.
Union City, TN 
731-885-1033

8725 Hwy. 436
McKenzie, TN 38201

731-352-5769

Hwy. 45 at Front St.
Milan, TN 38358

731-686-1750

Monument Co.
Quality Craftsmanship at Comparable Prices

Thank you to our family, 
friends, and neighbors for 
thinking of us during this 
time. We cannot express 
how grateful we are for 

your prayers, presence, and 
words of encouragement. 

Joan loved you all and 
would want us to express 
sincere gratitude for your 

thoughtfulness. 

Joan Welch 
Sept. 22, 1942 – Nov. 25, 2024 

Phillip Welch,
Kathryn Smith  & Family

R24854/50-1

Card of Thanks

A3
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676 N Main St., McKenzie, TN 38201

15345 Highland Ave., McKenzie, TN 38201

731.352.2262

bankmbc.com
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CHRISTMAS PARADES
Huntingdon’s Christmas 

parade is Saturday, Decem-
ber 14, 6 p.m.

OFFICE CLOSED DECEMBER 
25-26, EARLY DEADLINES

The McKenzie Banner 
and TCP Print Shop will be 
closed December 25-26 for 
Christmas. Open with limit-
ed staff on Friday, December 
27. 

Due to the holidays, the 
newspaper will be printed 
and distributed a day earlier. 
Deadline to submit ads and 
news for the Tuesday, De-
cember 24 edition is Friday, 
December 20. Deadline for 
Tuesday, December 31 is 

Friday, December 27.
Thank you for allowing us 

this time with our family.

GREENFIELD FIRST BAPTIST 
CHRISTMAS CANTATA

Greenfield First Baptist 
Church Choir & Musicians 
present their Christmas Can-
tata “Follow the Light” on 
Sunday, December 15 at 6 
p.m.  A finger food fellowship 
will follow.  Everyone is invit-
ed to attend. The church is 
located at 3127 N. Meridian 
Street in Greenfield.

LIBERTY CANDLELIGHT 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE

A candlelight ser vice 
will be held at the Liberty 
Wedding and Event Venue 
(formerly known as Liberty 
Methodist church) located at 
5585 Hilliard Road in McK-
enzie,  December 19 at 6:30 
p.m. with food and fellow-
ship following the service. 

CARROLL COUNTY 911 
BOARD TO MEET

The Carroll County Emer-
gency Communications 
Disctrict Board of Directors 
meets Tuesday, December 17 
at 6 p.m. at 125 Court Square, 
Huntindgon. Citizens desir-
ing to publicly comment at 
the meeting on an agenda 
item must register with the 
district at 731-986-8911. A 
copy of the public comment 
policy may be obtained at 
the district office at 101 Dil-
lahunty Lane, Huntingdon.

LIVE NATIVITY AT 
FIRST CUMBERLAND 

PRESBYTERIAN
First Cumberland Presby-

terian Church, 16835 High-
land Drive, McKenzie, pres-
ents a live nativity on Sunday, 
December 15 from 5-7 p.m.

McKENZIE TOPS TO MEET
The McKenzie TOPS (Take 

Off Pounds Sensibly) Chap-
ter meets on Mondays at 3 
p.m. at the McKenzie Church 
of Christ gym. Anyone inter-
ested in losing weight can 
join. For more information, 
contact Linda Lawrence at 
731-352-7309. If no answer, 
leave a message.

LOW-INCOME HOME ENERGY 
ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
The Northwest Tenn. Eco-

nomic Development Council 
is accepting applications for 

the Low-Income Home Ener-
gy Assistance Program. This 
program assists low-income 
households through direct 
energy payments to their 
energy provider. Individuals 
interested in applying for 
the LIHEAP Program should 
make an appointment at the 
Northwest TN Economic De-
velopment Council office in 
their county of residence. Go 
to our website for county site 
contact information: nwcom-
munityaction.org. 

CARROLL HUMANE SOCIETY 
EVENTS

Cat Vouchers
We always have spay/neu-

ter vouchers for cats at a cost 
of $50 and to be used at Paris 
Vet Clinic. If you need to pay 
with cash, come by the shel-
ter to purchase. Otherwise, 
we have a NEW NUMBER 
to purchase using a credit/
debit card. Please leave a 
message and the volunteer 
will return your call very 
soon, 731-514-0878.

Dog Vouchers
Dog vouchers will be avail-

able starting December 10th. 
$60 each cash or card only. 
These must be purchased at 
the shelter during business 
hours Tuesday-Saturday 8 
a.m.-12 p.m. Appointments 
will be made at the time of 
purchase and begin on Jan-
uary 6, 2025. The partici-
pating vet clinic is Hunting-
don Animal Clinic. You’ll be 
responsible for paying the 
clinic when you pick up your 
animal. We do recommend 
that you have your pet vac-
cinated due to exposure to 
other animals. Puppies must 
be a minimum of 4 months 
of age (older if small breed) 
at the time of surgery.

CARROLL DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY MEETS

The Carroll County Dem-
ocratic Party meets the third 
Thursday of every month at 
6 p.m. at 12740 Lexington 
Street, Huntingdon.

CARROLL REPUBLICAN 
PARTY MEETS

Carroll County Republi-
can Party meets monthly 
each fourth Tuesday, 7 p.m. 
in the Public Safety Building 
in Huntingdon.

ADULT EDUCATION 
CLASSES

Huntingdon Location — 
Adult Education Building, 
14155 Paris Street. Office 
hours are Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. Classes are offered 
for one-on-one instruction 
on Mondays, 1-4 p.m. and 
Thursdays, 9 a.m.-NOON. 
For more information, phone 
731-364-5481.

GET THE WORD OUT 
The newspaper publishes 

most news items for free. 
Submit to EVENT@mcken-
ziebanner.com or call 731-
352-3323 Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Thank you 
for reading and supporting 
your community newspaper.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTSF F OFFF TSNEVVEEV

All Movies Now in 
Digital DLP/HD

INFOLINE 731-642-7171

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

THE BEST CHRISTMAS 
PAGEANT EVER (PG)

Tues.  7:35
Wed.  7:35
Thurs.  7:35

BONHOEFFER: PASTOR, 
SPY, ASSASSIN (PG-13)

GLADIATOR II (R)

Tues.  7:25
Wed.  7:25
Thurs.  7:25

RED ONE (PG-13)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

MOANA 2 (PG)

Tues.  7:30
Wed.  7:30
Thurs.  7:30

WICKED (PG)

Tues.  7:20
Wed.  7:20
Thurs.  7:20

A4
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NOTICE
YODER’S

COUNTRY STORE
7340 Highway 124, McKenzie, TN 38201

Will be closed Dec. 25 to Jan. 2.
We will reopen on Friday, Jan. 3.

We will be closed on Monday, Jan. 6.

50
-2

Merry Christmas
and

Happ y Holidays

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

McKENZIE (December 
7) — The Carroll County 
Humane Society hosted a 
Murder Mystery Dinner 
Theatre Saturday at The 
Venue at Waddell Place.

The event, which served 
the role of the organization’s 
annual gala, featured a deli-
cious meal catered by Beal-
la-Q of Huntingdon.

Guests were invited to 
dress to the theme, a dinner 
party at a mansion in Salem 
in the 1970s. Some guests, 
along with some CCHS 
members, were given roles 
in the murder mystery. Ear-
ly in the evening, the festivi-
ties were interrupted by the 
“murder” of the party’s host, 
Charles Stacee. A series of 
clues were presented over 
the course of the evening, 
and ultimately, the killers 
were identified. Guests had 
fun watching the drama un-
fold and playing detective.

The cast included: Crys-
tal King (Hostess/Detective 
Bill McTell), Dr. Elizabeth 
Cunningham (Sergine An-
nabelle), Brad Sam (Rod-
erick Cooper), Beverly Wil-
son (Maximiliane Emmy), 
Jayden Sarnik (Vinny Bran-
dy), Tyler Perritt (Creighton 
Denver), Tommy Martin 
(Sherwood Bill), Audra 
Reardon (Ashlea Tigerlily), 
Jeremy King (Mayor Morris 
Kameron), Catherine Clark 
Perritt (Izzy Krystal), Mari-
lyn Wade (Nia Kalla), Josh-
ua King (Shelton Rolph), 
Theresa Hilliard (Kimmie 
Stacee) and Randall Wilson 
(Orlando Putnam).

During dinner and des-
sert, an ensemble from 
the McKenzie High School 
band provided entertain-
ment with Christmas songs.

A silent auction was held 
during the event. Bidding 
on the dozens of donated 
items continues for another 
week on the Carroll County 
Humane Society Facebook 

page.
The Carroll County Hu-

mane Society is a no-kill 
animal shelter in McKenzie, 
Tennessee. (They do not eu-
thanize to make space nor 
do they limit the amount 
of time an animal can stay 
at the shelter.) CCHS is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization, with funding com-
ing entirely from private 
contributions, bequeaths, 
fundraising and grants. 
They care for approximate-
ly 100 animals at one time 
in the shelter building and 
in foster homes. The goal 
is to utilize adoption and 
spay/neuter as the com-
munity’s animal population 
control - not euthanasia. 
CCHS hopes to ensure that 
all companion animals have 
a warm, safe, loving home 
and to assist and educate 
the public about proper pet 
care. CCHS also gives shel-
ter to abused animals while 
assisting law enforcement 
to prosecute their abusers.

Above, Cast members in the CCHS Murder Mystery Dinner Theater (L to R): 
Brad Sam, Tyler Perritt, Crystal King, Jayden Sarnik, Theresa Hilliard, Tommy 
Martin, Marilyn Wade, Jeremy King, Audra Reardon, Joshua King, Dr. Elizabeth 
Cunningham, Randall Wilson and Beverly Wilson. Not pictured is Catherine 
Clark Perritt. Photo by Laura Martin/CCHS  Below, Members of the McKenzie 
High School band provided music during the event. Pictured are (L to R): Lucy 
Reynolds, Lola Barton, Connor Summers, Savannah Shelby, Ethan High, Janyla 
Piro and Dylan Bomar. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Carroll County Humane Society 
Hosts Mystery Dinner Theater

GLEASON (December 
2) — Gleason Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen were ad-
ministered the oath of office 
following their successful 
election bid on November 
5. Mayor Charles Anderson 
and aldermen Mike Ben-
nett, Mike Stafford, James 
Hines, and Alderwoman 
Shawn Francisco were 
elected to four-year terms.

The lone business was 
the appointment of city per-
sonnel and city attorney, 

and city judge.
Mayor Anderson nomi-

nated the following people:
City Recorder - Marsha 

Hatley and Assistant City 
Recorder Tracy Gaylord.

Police Chief - Marcus 
Hopper and Assistant Mi-
chael Lowe.

Public Works Director 
Rodney Garner and assis-
tants Carter Cook and Bran-
don Peevyhouse.

Water Superintendent 
Clay Wright.

Fire Department Chief 
Mark Stafford and Assistant 
Greg Cook.

L i b r a r i a n  M i c h e l l i a 
Wilson.

C i t y  J u d g e  To m m y 
Moore.

C i t y  A t t o r n e y  B e a u 
Pemberton.

City Auditor - Alexan-
der, Thompson and Arnold 
(ATA).

The next meeting is Tues-
day, January 21, 7 p.m.

The Huntingdon Town 
Council meets Tuesday, 
December 10 at 5:15 p.m. 
at city hall.

A first reading will be 
held on an ordinance to 
a m e n d  t h e  Z o n i n g  O r-

dinance of the Town of 
Huntingdon to revise size 
standards for  business 
identification signs.

B o a r d  m e m b e r s  w i l l 
consider a request from 
t h e  H u n t i n g d o n  H i g h 

School JAG (Jobs of Amer-
ican Graduates) classes 
and the Mustang Mentors 
for a Storybook Trail Com-
munity Project at Kelley 
Sports Complex.

They will also consider 

a request from the Police 
Department for purchase 
of two 2025 Police Inter-
ceptor vehicles from Lon-
nie Cobb Ford at the state 
bid price of $52,101 each 
for a total of $104,202.

Huntingdon Council to Meet Tuesday

Gleason City Appoints 
Department Supervisors

CARROLL
INSURANCE AGENCY

PHONE: 731-352-5307

49 BROADWAY STREET, MCKENZIE, TN 38201

Come see us for the best rates 
on Home, Auto, Life & Business.

MCKENZIE
CITY FLORIST
& MORE, LLC

17 Broadway St.
McKenzie

731-352-5897

FLOWERS • GIFTS
COFFEE BAR Wednesday, Wednesday, 

December 11December 11

OPEN
Mon.-Fri.

10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Your one stop 
shop for fl owers, 
gifts, and coffee!

20% OFF
ALL CHRISTMAS

Coffee Bar Happy 
Hour 2-5 p.m.

& MORE, LLC

A5
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Savings are in the 
bag when you...

We SHIP Via UPS

SHIP where 
you SHOP!
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The West Carroll Special School District will accept bids 
for System-Wide Mowing and Grounds Maintenance.

Instructions for bidders and specifi cations MUST be 
secured from the Central Offi ce at 1415 Hwy 77, Atwood, 
TN 38220. Bid opening will be January 9, 2025, at 6:30 
p.m. at the school board meeting. 

A432/PO#29643/49-2

NOTICE TO BID West Carroll Special School District is currently accepting bids 
for a front-load, single-person, potting machine with a caster 
kit and tray fi ller attachment. Bidding will end January 7, 2025, 
at 3 p.m. For further information, please contact Kristin Lindsey 
atjennifer.lindsey@wcssd.org or call 731-662-7116.

West Carroll Special School District is accepting bids for a 
library fl ooring remodel at the West Carroll Jr. Sr. High School 
thru January 7, 2025, at 3 p.m. The bid pack may be obtained 
only after a physical walk through of the property with Kristin 
Lindsey, CTE Director. To set up an appointment contact Jennifer.
lindsey@wcssd.org or call 731-662-7116. 

A432/PO#29655/50-2

ACCEPTING BIDS

HUNTINGD ON (De-
cember 4) — The following 
cases resulted in a guilty 
finding or plea.

Jason Dean Chaney, Main 
Street, Trezevant, guilty, 
DUI-First Offense, $350 
fine, 10 days jail, proba-
tion, must complete rehab 
program; dismissed, Im-
plied Consent; dismissed, 
C h i l d  A b u s e / Ne g l e c t /
Endangerment.

Charles Daniel Dunning, 
Old Highway 22, McKenzie, 
Escape, Probation Violation.

Deiontei Ferrell, Parkway 
Place, Clarksville, guilty, 
Driving While License Can-
celed-2nd or Subsequent 
Offense, Speeding, $250 
fine, probation; dismissed, 
Violation of  Financial 
Responsibility.

Mary Michelle Horton, 
Walnut Circle, McKenzie, 
guilty, Fraudulent Use of 
Credit Card, $172.10 restitu-
tion, no contact with victim, 
alcohol and drug evalua-
tion, probation.

Jessica Marie Johnson, 
Elaine Street,  Atwood, 
guilty, Probation Viola-
tion, 20 days jail, probation 

extended.
Christopher Medlock, 

Bridgeman Street, Hunting-
don, guilty, Probation Vio-
lation, probation extended.

Brianna Pugh, Thompson 
Road, Huntingdon, guilty, 
Driving While License Can-
celed, $100 fine, probation.

Lacey Roberts, Highway 
220, Cedar Grove, guilty, 
Simple Possession, $750 
fine, time served, proba-
tion, alcohol and drug 
evaluation.

Robert Steven Robert-
son, Lake Circle, Gadsden, 
Alabama, guilty, Speeding; 
dismissed, Driving While 
Suspended.

Larry Joe Tomblin, Jr., 
Butler Speedway, Bruceton, 
guilty, Probation Violation.

Katherine P. Trull, Bell 
Street, Rutherford, guilty, 
Probation Violation, 11/29 
furloughed to rehab.

James Paul Voytek, Jr., 
Yeargan Road, Murfrees-
boro, guilty, DUI-First Of-
fense, $350 fine, 48 hours 
jail, probation; dismissed, 
Driver’s License Address 
Change Within 10 days; dis-
missed, Seatbelt Violation.

Dustin Walker, Buck-
ley Street, Hollow Rock, 
guilty, Leaving Scene of 
Accident-Property Dam-
age, 14 days jail, probation; 
dismissed, Violation of 
Financial Responsibility; 
dismissed, Driver Failed to 
Exercise Due Care.

James Webber, 423 Lane, 
McKenzie, pre-trial diver-
sion, Assault-Physical Con-
tact, no contact with victim, 
probation.

Alexis Natae Wilson, 
guilty, Probation Violation.

Clinton Dwayne Wright, 
Forrest Avenue, McKenzie, 
guilty, Probation Violation, 
probation extended; dis-
missed, Failure to Appear.

The following cases were 
dismissed.

Kenneth Ray Beckham, 
Dollar Hill Road, Hunting-
don, dismissed, Probation 
Violation; dismissed, Fraud-
ulent Use of Credit/Debit 
Card.

Clayton Milton, Book-
er Street, McKenzie, dis-
missed, Failure to Appear.

Carroll County General Sessions

Theft of Merchandise 
— Shawn Tyrone Roy, 53, 
Birmingham Lane, McKen-
zie was charged with Theft 
of Merchandise on Decem-
ber 4.

Officer Bryan Batchelder 
filed a report stating that 
Roy entered Eagle Food 
Mart and took $8.99 in 
store merchandise without 
paying. A store surveillance 
camera videoed the inci-
dent. Roy was banned from 
the store and charged, as 
noted.

Driving While Suspend-
ed — Quince Allen Glasgow, 
Jr., 38, Winchester Street, 
McKenzie was charged with 
Driving While Suspended 

on December 5.
Officer Dustin McClure 

was stationed at a crosswalk 
with pedestrians attempt-
ing to cross the street when 
Glasgow reportedly failed 
to yield at the stop. A traffic 
stop indicated McClure’s 
license was suspended. He 
was cited into General Ses-
sions Court.

Driving on Revoked 
License — Travis Bruce 
Nunn, 27, Cherrywood Ave-
nue, McKenzie, was charged 
with Driving on Revoked 
and Display of Registration 
Plate on December 4.

Officer Dustin McClure 
stopped Nunn’s vehicle 
because it did not have 

functioning lights on the 
registration plate. A check 
of Nunn’s license revealed 
the revoked status due to a 
prior DUI conviction. Nunn 
was transported to Carroll 
County Jail and his vehicle 
was towed from the scene.

Criminal Trespass — 
Kenneth W. Payne, 39, 
Walnut Avenue, McKenzie 
was charged with Criminal 
Trespass on December 2.

Officer Dalton Raspber-
ry arrested Payne on Wal-
nut Circle in the McKenzie 
Housing Authority, where 
he had a ban from the com-
plex. Raspberry transported 
Payne to Carroll County Jail.

McKenzie Police Reports

Aggravated Child Abuse 
and Neglect — According 
to a report by Officer Brad 
Allen, on November 25, 
2024, he issued a warrant 
on Brenna Clark, 29, of 
Huntingdon. On October 
28, the Department of Chil-
dren services requested a 
hair follicle on Brenna’s -old 
child which came back pos-
itive for methamphetamine. 
On November 26, Brenna 
Clark was taken into cus-
tody at the D.C.S. office in 
Camden and transported to 
Carroll County Jail.

Domestic Assault — Ac-
cording to a report by Of-
ficer Jonathan McDowell, 
on November 21, Melissa 
Eason, 34, of Huntingdon, 
assaulted a family member 
by slapping the victim in 
the face during a heated 
argument. A call was made 
to dispatch and they both 

admitted on scene the as-
sault happened. Melissa 
was transported to Carroll 
County Jail for booking. 

Criminal Trespass — 
According to a report made 
by Officer Kristen Lee, she 
observed James Hinson, 
76, on Hucks convenience 
store property after hav-
ing prior knowledge of him 
being banned from Hucks 
in November. Hinson com-
mitted Criminal Trespass by 
entering a property without 
the consent of the business. 

Domestic Assault — Ac-
cording to a report made 
by Officer Malachi Arline, 
officers were dispatched to 
Hill Court in response to a 
domestic disturbance. The 
caller stated their 18-year-
old son had physically at-
tacked both his mother and 
father. Tristin’s mother had 
bruises from being punched 

and his father had a bust-
ed nose from also being 
punched by Tristin. Tristin 
Whiteside, 18, of Hunting-
don, was transported to 
Carroll County jail after the 
investigation 

DUI, Reckless Driving, 
Resisting Stop — Accord-
ing to a report by Officer 
Jonathan McDowell, Eric 
Wright, 44, was seen driving 
reckless through the town 
running off the roadway 
and nearly striking other ve-
hicles and driving into on-
coming traffic. Eric wrecked 
his vehicle on Paris Street 
from being extremely intoxi-
cated. A drug paraphernalia 
pipe with white residue and 
open containers of fireball 
whiskey was found in the 
vehicle. He was transported 
to Carroll County Jail. 

Huntingdon Police Reports

John Jose Grabiel, 63, of 
McKenzie, to Linda Darnell 
Diddle Rempel, 58, of Ohio.

Marriage 
Licenses

Jeff and Teresa Stephens 
to K & L Holland 2, LLC in 
District 11.

Charles Turner to Don-
ald Terry and Jean Ellen 
McMackin to District 11.

Stephen Nicholas Prid-
dy to Donald Terry and 
Jean Ellen McMackin in 
District 11.

Donavon Simmions to 
Steadfast Home buyers in 
District 4.

Steadfast Home Buyers 
to Andrew R. and Amanda 
Holland in District 4.

Charlotte Duncan to Da-
vid Duncan in District 20.

Luis Mangual to Jose M. 
Mejia Castillo in District 16.

David and Blanca Janeth 
Downing to Frank G. Bolin 
in District 6.

Jimmy Lee Crocker to 
Midway Storage in Dis-
trict 21.

Chadwick T. and Genji 
L. Prater to Linda S. An-
thony in District 8.

Avery Wayne and Sadie 
Rae Coffman to First Com-
munity Mortgage, Inc.

Alan Rudolph and Melin-
da Kaye Kuta to Alan Ran-
dolph Kuta in District 11.

Ng a n  K i m  D u o n g  t o 
Donald L. Perkins in Dis-
trict 7.

Nutrien Ag Solutions, 
Inc. to Seth Bennett Prop-
erties, LLC in District 11.

Jeromy J.  and Stacey 
M. Goosetree to John and 
Deborah Anderson in Dis-
trict 19.

The Perkins Corporation 
to William J. and Melissa 
C. Taylor in District 4.

Richard E. and Kathy M. 
Simmons to Randall and 
Theresa Spivey in District 24.

Property Transfers

McKENZIE — Bethel 
University Interim Di-
rector of Athletics Dave 
McCulley and the athletic 
staff honored graduating 
student-athletes Friday. 
The students were among 
the fall graduating class 
which received diplomas 
on Saturday in graduation 

ceremonies at the school.
Each student-athlete re-

ceived a pin in a pinning 
ceremony, which is now a 
tradition with each gradu-
ating class. Coaches from 
various sports were in at-
tendance and took part 
in the ceremony honoring 
their athletes.

McCulley commented 
on the event. 

“ We  a re  h o n o re d  t o 
present each one of these 
young people a pin which 
r e p r e s e n t s  w h a t  t h e y 
have accomplished here 
at Bethel. Being a student 
athlete and meeting the 
challenges in their respec-

tive sports and classrooms 
can be difficult .  These 
student-athletes have met 
these challenges with a 
determined spirit  with 
eyes on the future. We are 
thrilled to honor them. 
This is and will continue 
to be a part of the Bethel 
Experience.”

Bethel Honors Graduating Student-Athletes

Local, 
Always.

Telling local
stories since 1870.

Call 731.352.3323
BANNER
THE McKenzie, Tennessee

TENNESSEE (Decem-
ber 9) — Average gaso-
line prices in Tennessee 
increased 1.3 cents per 
gallon in the last week, 
averaging $2.64/g today, 
according to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 3,821 stations in 
Tennessee. Prices in Ten-
nessee are 9.5 cents per 
gallon lower than a month 
ago and stand 14.1 cents 
per gallon lower than a 
year ago. The national av-
erage price of diesel has 
declined 2.3 cents in the 
last week and stands at 
$3.491 per gallon.

According to GasBuddy 
price reports, the cheapest 
station in Tennessee was 
priced at $2.27/g yesterday 
while the most expensive 
was $3.99/g, a difference of 
$1.72/g. The lowest price 
in the state yesterday was 
$2.27/g while the highest 
was $3.99/g, a difference 
of $1.72/g.

The national  average 
price of gasoline has fall-
en 3.1 cents per gallon in 
the last week, averaging 
$2.97/g today.  The na-
tional average is down 8.7 
cents per gallon from a 
month ago and stands 17.7 
cents per gallon lower than 
a year ago, according to 
GasBuddy data compiled 
from more than 11 million 
weekly price reports cov-
ering over 150,000 gas sta-

tions across the country.
Historical gasoline pric-

es in Tennessee and the 
national  average going 
back ten years:

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 2 3 : 
$ 2 . 7 8 / g  ( U. S.  Av e ra g e : 
$3.15/g)

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 2 2 : 
$ 2 . 8 5 / g  ( U. S.  Av e ra g e : 
$3.25/g)

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 2 1 : 
$ 3 . 0 2 / g  ( U. S.  Av e ra g e : 
$3.34/g)

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 2 0 : 
$ 1 . 8 9 / g  ( U. S.  Av e ra g e : 
$2.16/g)

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 1 9 : 
$ 2 . 2 8 / g  ( U. S.  Av e ra g e : 
$2.58/g)

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 1 8 : 
$ 2 . 1 4 / g  ( U. S.  Av e ra g e : 
$2.41/g)

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 1 7 : 
$ 2 . 2 3 / g  ( U. S.  Av e ra g e : 
$2.46/g)

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 1 6 : 
$ 2 . 0 4 / g  ( U. S.  Av e ra g e : 
$2.20/g)

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 1 5 : 
$ 1 . 8 2 / g  ( U. S.  Av e ra g e : 
$2.01/g)

D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 1 4 : 
$ 2 . 4 7 / g  ( U. S.  Av e ra g e : 
$2.64/g)

“The national average 
has finally fallen below $3 
per gallon, and it couldn’t 
come at a better time for 
motorists with the holi-
days upon us. One would 
need to count over 1,300 
days since we’ve seen the 

national average this low, 
with the affordability of 
gasoline at its lowest non-
COVID level since 2015,” 
said Patrick De Haan, head 
of petroleum analysis at 
GasBuddy. “With average 
gas prices in 35 states and 
nearly 110,000 stations be-
low $3 per gallon, Amer-
icans are putting in just 
5.44 minutes of work to 
buy a gallon, the fewest 
minutes of work needed 
(excluding the pandemic) 
since 2015, when Amer-
icans needed to do just 
5.25 minutes of work to 
buy a gallon.  The good 
news is that we’ll  likely 
continue to see additional 
downward pressure on gas 
prices, with the national 
average potentially falling 
another 10 to 15 cents by 
Christmas.”

GasBuddy is the author-
itative voice for gas prices 
and the only source for 
station-level data. GasBud-
dy’s survey updates 288 
times every day from the 
most diverse list of sources 
covering nearly 150,000 
stations nationwide, the 
most comprehensive and 
up-to-date in the coun-
try. GasBuddy’s averages, 
graphs, maps and histor-
ical pricing data cover-
ing the U.S. and Canada 
is available 24/7 at http://
prices.GasBuddy.com.

Gasoline Prices Increase During Week

COURTESY BETHEL SID
M c K E N Z I E  —  P r i o r 

to the season, eighteen 
players had scored 1,000 
points in their basketball 
careers as a Lady Wildcat.

Bethel’s Madison Hart 
is poised to join that list 
soon as she has 981 career 
points entering Bethel’s 
next game on Tuesday at 
h o m e  a g a i n s t  Si m m o n 
C o l l e g e.  T h e  t i p - o f f  i s 
scheduled for 5:30 p.m.

Hart,  the junior from 
Yorkville, has played 67 
games and has a career 
average of 14.6 points per 
outing. She has started in 
all 67 games. Hart has av-
eraged six rebounds per 
game, and shot 50 percent 
from the field in her ca-
reer. Hart shoots 82 percent 
from the free-throw line.

Ma d i s o n  h a s  s c o r e d 
twenty or more points in 16 
games as a Lady Wildcat. She 
had a career high of 31 points 
which she did as a freshman 
against Wilberforce.

C o a c h  C h r i s  N e l s o n 
c o m m e n t e d ,  “ Ma d i s o n 
has been the pillar of our 
program since day one of 
walking on campus. She 
covers all aspects of what 
we want the framework of 

our team to be about. She 
is an old school basketball 
player that comes to work 
every day with the same 
mindset and work ethic. 
She is the type of person 
and player you wish you 
could coach your whole 
career. Madison is humble 
and doesn’t mind shar-
ing the spotlight with her 
teammates.

The best compliment you 
can give a player is knowing 
you have respect of all your 
peers and opposing teams. 
It has been neat to see her 
open up and mature as a 
person since being here and 
especially fun to watch her 
play with her younger sister. 
We are going to cherish this 
next year and half getting to 
coach and watch her play.”

Bethel’s Madison Hart Closing in on 1,000 Points

Need USBs? Call us today.
731.352.3323
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Color A Masterpiece

Answer: I don’t come in peace, I come in pieces!

Riddle Me This
How many words can you make by rearranging the letters in the phrase 
below? Use each letter only once.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  

19.  

20.  

MATHEMATICAL

LETTER MIX-UP

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell something 
pertaining to this week’s theme.

ARNBI

Answer: Brain

What did the one puzzle 
say to the other puzzle?

Week 49 Crossword Puzzle Solution SUDOKU SOLUTION WEEK 49

 

Weekly 
Crossword

Week 50 See solution in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Thou __ do it
  6. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
  9. Brainstem part
 13. Town in New York state
 14. Little (Spanish)
 15. Continent
 16. Retch
 17. Short-billed rails
 18. Small period of time (abbr.)
 19. Confused
 21. A team needs one
 22. Woman in ancient times
 23. Republican Party
 24. Spanish be
 25. “The Godfather” character 
Johnny
 28. Not around
 29. City in Zambia
 31. A type of beginning
 33. Numb
 36. Gurus
 38. Small, gray-headed crow
 39. Vehicle type
 41. Disorders
 44. One point east of southeast
 45. Indian soldier
 46. Tree type
 48. Midway between south 
and southeast
 49. It cools your home
 51. Corn comes on it
 52. Ship’s deck
 54. A way to bake
 56. Improvised
 60. Butterfl y genus
 61. Baseball fi elds have them
 62. Designated space
 63. Discharge
 64. Two of something
 65. Once more
 66. Part of your face
 67. Tax collector
 68. Cassia tree

CLUES DOWN
  1. One-time Aaron Rodgers 
target
  2. Wings
  3. Overly studious person
  4. They protect your valuables
  5. The Volunteer State
  6. Non-hydraulic cement
  7. Horse mackerel
  8. Jackson and Diddley are 
two
  9. Splendid displays
 10. Mountain in NE Greece
 11. A daughter or your brother 
or sister
 12. German surname
 14. Having more than one 
husband at a time
 17. Romanian city
 20. Energy
 21. Makes less hot
 23. Gas diffusion electrode
 25. Former CIA
 26. Set an example for others
 27. Support of a particular 

person
 29. One from the Big Apple
 30. Mountain range
 32. Violate the sanctity of 
something
 34. Supervises fl ying
 35. Talks
 37. Persian male given name
 40. Born  of
 42. Forcibly take one’s 
possessions
 43. Discounts
 47. Knockouts
 49. Posh Colorado destination
 50. Form of therapy
 52. British rock band
 53. Type of virus (abbr.)
 55. The U. of Miami mascot 
is one
 56. Volcanic crater
 57. Middle Eastern nation
 58. Sinn __, Irish organization
 59. Ethiopian lake
 61. Bits per inch (abbr.)
 65. Equally

Fun By Th e Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will 

have you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pen-
cil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

SUDOKU WEEK 50

See solution in next week’s edition.

Peace of Mind.
One of the many services we provide.

Bananagrams
Bingo

Brain Teaser
Checkers

Chess
Computers

Crossword
Cryptogram

Dexterity
Hidden Picture

Jigsaw
Logic

Mathematical
Maze

Playing Cards
Puzzle
Sudoku
Sums

Tetris
Uno

Video Games
Word Search

Wordle

Games & Puzzles Word Search
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Anderson’s
Construction

Site Work • Clearing • Ponds 
• Basements • Trackhoe • Dozer 

• Dirtpan • Skidsteer 
• Sand • Gravel • Topsoil

GIVE US A CALL
FREE ESTIMATES

Joey Anderson or Ricky Anderson

697-5350 or 431-6901

“Painting Your Way”
Not Just Painting Anymore…
Ceiling to floor and much more!

Repair to Remodeling T
F

731-415-1506
Steve Bowden

BANKRUPTCY?
We are a debt relief agency

This firm helps people file for bankruptcy 
relief under the bankruptcy code.

1-800-748-9889
WALKER, WALKER

& WALKER, PLC
Ken Walker    Richard Walker

WAL
&

Ken Walk

2 Locations To Serve You:
Dyersburg, Jackson and Lexington

A7
53

1/4
3-

TF

14965 S. Highland Ave.
McKenzie, TN 38201

KEVEN ROGERS
Director of Operations

Phone 731-352-0483 • Fax 731-352-0584
krogers@brsupplyinc.com

BR
SUPPLY, INC

• Water Heaters  
• Sewer & Drain 

Cleaning
• Sewer Lines 
• Toilets & Tubs 
• Leaky Faucets 
• Water Lines 
• Drain Lines 
• Leaks Ricky Watson 731-697-1455

A A&
PLUMBING and SEWER

24-HOUR SERVICE

A7623/TF

CALL
731.352.3323

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
in the area’s largest circulated newspaper.

$20.00
MINIMUM 
4 WEEKS

ONLY

A8
66

1/
34

-T
F

15928 North Highland Dr., McKenzie, TN 38201 • 731.352.2761

E: stafford@stafford-realestate.com  •  www.staff ord-realestate.com

Finding Hearts a Home
REAL ESTATE

STAFFORD

NICKY JOE

Sandi Roditis

731-415-2927

Buford Taylor

731-225-8321

Valarie McMackin

731-418-2313

Jason Artymovich

586-243-3257

Blake Cossey

731-607-8643

Residential
Municipal

Commercial
Irrigation Well Drilling

Pump Sales and Service
Crane Service/Rental

Over 30 years of experience

A5
19

/14
-T

F

R

US
SELL’ S

WELL DRILLING
731-415-6550

Russell Basford, Owner

P.O. Box 908 / Hwy 79 S, McKenzie, TN 38201
russell.drilling@hotmail.com

campbellwaterwell@gmail.com

731-694-2075 (Call or Text)

R10014/A821

Municipal • Commercial • Residential

7894 Hwy 124

McKenzie, TN 38201

Campbell Water Well Service, Inc

VICTOR REHM
HOME IMPROVEMENT

731-441-6787

Roofi ng, Window Replacement, Siding, Gutters,

Decks and All Your Home Improvement Needs

A8
66

1/
50

-4

SEPTIC PUMPING
731-234-6012

WELL PUMP SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Backhoe • Trenching • Gas Piping • Septic Pumping • Pipe Water 
Heaters • Well Tanks • Valves • Fittings • Faucets

24 HOURS/7 DAYS
WE STOCK A FULL LINE OF 

INVENTORY FOR THOSE 
AFTER HOURS/WEEKEND/HOLIDAY CALLS.

TOLBERT
Plumbing & Electric

TF

A Convenient Guide to Quality Merchandise & Services In The Area

Business Directory
Call today to advertise your business here in the Area’s Largest Circulated Newspaper. Advertising in this high traffic location aligns your
business with customers who want to buy your products or services. The largest audience, a prime location, all at the low price of $20
(minimum of 4 weeks). Call 731-352-3323.

Need Stamps?
We got ‘em!

CALL 731-352-3323

A7
65
5/
5-
TF

PARIS, TN — 314 Memorial Dr., 731-644-0090 • 2155 E. Wood St., 731-407-7369
CAMDEN, TN — 1409 Hwy. 70 W, 731-279-4192
MILAN, TN — 15035 S. First St., 731-613-2166

LEXINGTON, TN — 586 W. Church St., 731-249-9184

FOR LEASE
QUALITY OFFICE SPACE 
FOR LEASE — From 430 
S q .  F t .  to  3 , 0 0 0 S q .  F t . 
H i g h w a y  7 9  H i g h l a n d 
Mall, across from the post 
off ice. Call 731-352-2189. 
A5404/44-TF

FOR SALE
BOR DER COL L I E PU P-
PIES AND CHIHUAHUAS, 
Terriers, shots, dewormed 
with medical records. Call 
573-414-4601 or 573-979-
5375. Negot iable pr ices. 
R24863/50-6

E AG L E  B U I L D I N G S  — 
N E W & USE D P OR TA-
BLE BUILDINGS, Cabins, 
Carports & Garages. 314 
Memorial Dr., Paris (731) 
644-0090; 202 Memorial Dr., 
Paris (731) 641-2800; 17595 
Hig h land Dr., McKenzie 
(731) 393-0277; 1409 Hwy 70 
W, Camden (731) 279-4192; 
15035 S. First St., Milan (731) 
613-2166; 586 W. Church St., 
Lexington (731) 249-9184; 
852 University St., Martin 
(731) 281-7117. eaglebuild-
ingstn.com. A7655/50-TF

FOR RENT
H O U S E S  A N D  A PA R T-
M E N T S :  M C K E N Z I E 
A R E A . w w w. mcken z ie -
homefi nders.com 731-352-
2255. A1219/44-TF

SERVICES
S AW Y E R S  T R E E  S E R-
VICE: 60’ BUCKET Truck. 
Take Down or Prune. Haul 
Off and Clean Up. Grind 
Stumps. Licensed and In-
sured, Free Estimates. Call 
731-514-1708. A7061/24-TF

JOE’S TREE SERVICE AND 
STUMP REMOVAL : 60 
ft. bucket truck, prune or 
take down grind stumps, 
clean up and haul off, in-
sured, free estimates. 731-
697-0023 or 731-513-1518. 
A7084/21-TF

BOB’S T R E E SE RV IC E: 
TR EE R EMOVA L, stump 
g r i nd i ng ,  t re e toppi ng , 
mulching, all types of yard 
work, storm damage clean-
up. Insured. Call 731-571-
5867. A6785/44-TF

W E BU Y HOUSE S F OR 
CASH AS IS! No repairs. 
No f uss. A ny cond it ion. 
Easy t hree step process: 
Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-877-551-1426. 
(TnScan)

YOUR LOW COST ADVER-
TISING SOLUTION! One 
call & your 25 word ad will 
appea r i n 98 Ten nessee 
newspapers for $275/wk or 
27 West TN newspapers for 
$100/wk. Call this newspa-
per’s classifi ed advertising 
dept. or go to www.tnpress.
com/newspaper-networks. 
(TnScan)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
R E PL AC E YOU R RO OF 
WITH THE BEST LOOK-
ING and longest lasting ma-
terial steel from Erie Met-
al Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer 
up to 50% off  installation + 
Additional 10% off install 
(for military, health workers 
& 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-855-281-6212. 
(TnScan)

AUCTIONS
G E T  T H E  W O R D  O U T 
A BOU T YOUR NEXT 
AUCTION! Save Time & 
$$$. One Call for All. Your 
ad can appear in this news-
paper + 97 other TN newspa-
pers. For more info, contact 
this newspaper’s classifi ed 
dept. or call Becky Moats 
931-624-8916. (TnScan)

CABLE / SATELLITE 
TV / WIRELESS

GET BOOST I N F I N I T E! 
UNLIMITED TALK, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G Net-
works, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest 
iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-454-6457. (TnScan)

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FI-
BER INTERNET for speeds 
up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, 
no throttling. Prices start-
ing at $54.95. Plus, a $100 
gift card when you make the 
switch. Call 1-855-481-3340. 
(TnScan)

DIR ECT V — A LL YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT. Noth-
ing on your roof ! Sign up 
for Direct and get your fi rst 
free months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-844-230-
4803. (TnScan)

GET DISH SATELLITE TV 
+ INTERNET! Free Install, 
Free H D -DV R Upg rade, 
80,000 On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call 
Today! 1-844-274-6074. (Tn-
Scan)

HEALTH / BEAUTY
D E N T A L  I N S U R A N C E 
FROM PHYSICIANS MU-
TUAL Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
det a i ls!  1- 8 4 4-278 - 82 85 
w w w.denta l50plus.com/
tnpress #6258. (TnScan)

A T T E N T I O N :  V I AG R A 
A N D CI A L IS USE R S! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pi l l 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-866-477-7591. (TnScan)

MISCELLANEOUS
KEEP CHRIST IN CHRIST-
MAS. R24698/48-5

NEED TO GET RID OF it? 
Advertise it in the classi-
fi eds! Th ousands of readers 
are looking at the classifi eds 
every week. Advertise your 
service or product for only 
$5 for 25 words, $8 for 26-50 
words, and 20 cents for each 
additional word over 50 each 
week. Call 731-352-3323 to 
get started!  NC/27-TF

W HEN YOU WA N T THE 
B E S T,  Y O U  WA N T 
OM A H A  S T E A K S ! 
100% guaranteed and de-
livered to your door! Our 
Butcher’s Deluxe Package 
m a ke s a g re at  g i f t  a nd 
comes with 8 FREE Burgers 
ONLY $99.99. Call 1-888-
340-5603 and mention code 
77318DHD or v isit w w w.
o m a h a s t e a k s . c o m / D e -
luxe9705. (TnScan)

Brents K Priestley, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
654 Main Street North
McKenzie, TN 38201 
731-352-7822

> edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

A3272/50-1

Worried about your 
retirement savings? 
We can help.

WANTED 
W E BU Y 8,000 C A R S A 
W EEK.  Sel l  you r old, 
busted or junk car with no 
hoops, hag g les or head-
aches. Sell your car to Ped-
dle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-877-
871-4358. (TnScan)
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BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

ATWOOD (December 3) 
— West Carroll High School 
hosted Gleason Tuesday for 
a pair of basketball contests, 
and the visitors earned a 
road sweep. The Lady Bull-
dogs rode a big first quar-
ter to a 55-32 win, and the 
Bulldogs pulled away in the 
second quarter for a 60-39 
victory.

Gleason Lady
Bulldogs 55, West Carroll 

Lady War Eagles 32
T h e  L a d y  B u l l d o g s 

stormed out to a 17-1 lead 
after the opening frame, led 
by Skylar Arnold with eight 
points. Brinley Lehmkuhl 
scored four, Madi Dean hit 
a three-pointer, and Hylan 
Leach had a pair. Gracely 
Vernon hit a free throw for 
West Carroll.

Gleason had an 11-9 edge 
in the second quarter, led 
by Leach with five points, 
including a three. Dean 
hit another three-pointer, 
Arnold added a pair, and 
Lehmkuhl hit a freebie. 
Vernon scored five for the 
Lady War Eagles, includ-
ing a three-pointer. Hailey 
Mitchell and Triniti Adkis-
son each had a pair. At the 
half, Gleason led 28-10.

The Lady Bulldogs had a 
14-9 advantage in the third, 

led by Leach with five, again 
with a three-pointer. Arnold 
scored four, Kadence With-
erspoon had three points, 
and Lehmkuhl added a 
pair. Mitchell led West Car-
roll with four. Vernon hit a 
three, and Aubrey Hammett 
had a pair. Entering the final 
frame, Gleason led 42-19.

The fourth quarter was 
a 13-13 wash. Vernon led 
West  Carroll  with nine 
points on a trio of threes. 
Mitchell and Mackenzie 
Finley each had a pair. Ar-
nold scored five for Glea-
son. Addy Black hit a three, 
and Leach and Maria Evans 
each had a pair.

Lady Bulldog Skylar Ar-
nold led all scorers with 19 
points. Hylan Leach scored 
15 with a pair of threes.

Gracely Vernon led West 
Carroll with 18 points, in-
cluding five three-pointers.

Bulldogs 60, War Eagles 39
Gleason had an 11-7 

edge after the first frame, 
led by Brody Sanders with 
five points. Kade Sawyers 
scored four, including a 
three-pointer, and Drake 
Lehmkuhl had a pair. War 
Eagles Kayden Melton, 
Chandler Rimmer and De-
marion Gilbert each had a 
pair, and Isaiah Snyder hit 
a free throw.

The Bulldogs pulled away 
with a 24-10 advantage in 

the second quarter, led by 
Sawyers with nine points. 
Lehmkuhl scored six, and 
Sanders had five points, 
including a three. Andrew 
Harrison and Parker Mor-
gan each had a pair. War 
Eagle Skyler Wilhite scored 
six on a pair of threes, and 
Rimmer had four points. At 
the half, Gleason led 35-17.

West Carroll rallied 17-10 
in the third to cut the defi-
cit, led by Wilhite with eight 
points, including a pair of 
thre e -p ointers.  Melton 
scored seven, and Snyder 
added a pair. Sawyers led 
Gleason with four, Morgan 
hit a three, Owen Taylor 
had a pair, and Sanders hit 
a freebie. Heading into the 
final frame, the Bulldogs 
led 45-34.

Gleason capped the win 
with a 15-5 tilt in the fourth, 
led by Sawyers with sev-
en points. Ashton Morgan 
scored four, and Taylor and 
Sanders each added a pair. 
Gilbert scored three points 
for West Carroll, and Snyder 
added a pair.

Bulldog Kade Sawyers led 
all scorers with 24 points, 
including a three-pointer. 
Brody Sander scored 13, 
also with a three.

Skyler Wilhite led West 
Carroll with 14 points, in-
cluding four three-pointers. 
Kayden Melton scored nine 
points.

Above Left, War Eagle Skyler Wilhite pulls up in the paint for two points. Wilhite 
led West Carroll with 14 points.  Above Right, Bulldog Kade Sawyers scores on a 
reverse underneath the basket. Sawyers led all scorers with 24 points.  Below Left, 
Lady Bulldog Hylan Leach scores on a fast break. Leach scored 15 points.  Below 
Right, Lady War Eagle Gracely Vernon drains one of her five three-pointers. Vernon 
led West Carroll with 18 points. Photos by Brad Sam/The Banner

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Gleason Sweeps West Carroll

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

GLEASON (December 
2) — Gleason Junior High 
hosted McKenzie Middle 
School Monday for a pair 
of basketball contests. The 
Lady Rebels trailed by four 
at the half, but seized mo-
mentum down the stretch 
for a 38-35 win. The Bull-
dogs gradually built a lead 
throughout for a 32-21 
victory.

McKenzie Lady Rebels 38, 
Gleason Lady Bulldogs 35

The Lady Bulldogs had 
an 11-9 lead after  the 
opening frame, led by Gabi 
Pinkston with five points, 
including a three-pointer. 
Karlie Wilson scored four, 
and Brylee Robertson had 
a pair. Lady Rebel Charlie 
Cassidy scored five points, 
and Ellie Doede and Kristy 
Towne each had a pair.

Gleason had a 7-5 edge 
in the second quarter, led 
by Robertson with five 
points. Wilson added a 
pair. Cassidy hit a three for 
McKenzie, and MaKayla 
Dabbs had a pair. At the 
half, the Lady Bulldogs led 
18-14.

McKenzie tied it up with 
a 14-10 advantage in the 
third, led by Alleigh Britt 
with ten points, including 
a pair of threes. Cassidy 
also hit a three, and Rid-
ley Holt hit a free throw. 
Robertson scored four for 
Gleason, and Pinkston hit 
a three. Kinley Baumgartel 
had a pair, and Wilson hit 
a freebie. Entering the final 
frame, the score was knot-
ted at 28-28.

M c K e n z i e  t o o k  t h e 
win with a 10-7 tilt in the 
fourth, led by Cassidy with 
seven points. Abby Carroll 
had a pair, and Britt hit a 
free throw. Wilson scored 
five Lady Bulldog points, 
and Robertson added a 
pair.

Lady Rebel Charlie Cas-
sidy led all scorers with 
18 points, including a pair 
of three-pointers. Alleigh 
Britt scored eleven, also 
with a pair of threes.

Brylee Robertson led 
Gleason with 13 points. 
Karlie Wilson scored a 
dozen.

Bulldogs 32, Rebels 21
Gleason had a 9-4 lead 

after the first frame, led by 
Conner Ballew with seven 

points. Leiland Roney had 
a pair. Rebels Seth Stafford 
and Parker Ross each had 
a pair.

The Bulldogs had a 7-3 
advantage in the second 
quarter, led by Cooper 
Sawyers with five points, 
including a three-pointer. 
Grant Pinkston had a pair. 
Rebel Dawson Reeder had 
a pair, and Lane Brown hit 
a free throw. At the half, 
the Bulldogs led 16-7.

Gleason had an 8-6 edge 
in the third, led by Saw-
yers with five, again with 
a three-pointer. Ballew 
added a pair, and Pink-
ston hit a freebie. Reeder 
scored all six McKenzie 
points. Heading into the 
final frame, the Bulldogs 
led 24-13.

The fourth quarter was 
an 8-8 wash. Sawyers led 
Gleason with six points, 
and Mikal Wescott had a 
pair. Reeder again scored 
six for the Rebels, and Staf-
ford added a pair.

Bulldog Cooper Saw-
yers led all scorers with 16 
points, including a pair of 
threes. Conner Ballew had 
nine points.

D a w s o n  R e e d e r  l e d 
McKenzie with 14 points.

Top Left, Lady Rebel Alleigh Britt pulls up in the paint for two points.  Top Right, 
Bulldog Cooper Sawyers scores on a fast break.  Below Left, Lady Bulldog Karlie 
Wilson drives toward the basket.  Below Right, Rebel Dawson Reeder gets inside 
for an easy layup. Photos by Joel Washburn/The Banner

MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Lady Rebels, Bulldogs Pick Up Wins

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUN TINGD ON (De-
cember 5) — Huntingdon 
High School hosted Pea-
body Thursday for a pair 
of basketball contests. The 
Fillies rode a dominant 
first half to a 66-36 victory. 
The Mustangs led by six 
at the half, but the Golden 
Tide stormed back to claim 
an 81-60 win.

Huntingdon Fillies 66, 
Peabody Lady Tide 36
The Fillies stormed out 

to a 19-5 lead after the 
first frame, led by Delaney 
Byars with eleven points, 
including a three-pointer. 
Quinn Kelley scored six on 
a pair of threes, and Sara 
Beth Smith had a pair. Pea-
body’s Nyasia Luten and 
A’Nyah Ross each had a 
pair, and Za’Kaysia Skinner 
hit a free throw.

Huntingdon pulled away 
with a 26-7 advantage in 
the second quarter, led by 
Byars with eight points. 
Kelley, Grier Bartholomew 
and Knox Bennett each 
scored six on three-point-
ers. Luten had six points 
for the Lady Tide, and 
Ya’Kira Linsley hit a free 
throw. At the half, the Fil-
lies led 45-12.

Peabody trimmed the 
deficit with a 17-13 ad-
vantage in the third, led by 
Luten with seven points. 
Paislee Walls scored five 

with a three. Emyiah Ag-
new hit a three-pointer, 
and Skinner added a pair. 
Smith led Huntingdon 
with eight points. Byars 
and Emalynn Maness each 
had a pair, and Bennett hit 
a freebie. Entering the final 
frame, the Fillies led 59-29.

The fourth quarter was 
a 7-7 wash. Huntingdon’s 
C a m d y n  S e l l e r s  h i t  a 
three-pointer, and Maness 
and Ellie Wilson each had 
a pair. Luten scored five 
for Peabody, and Agnew 
added a pair.

Huntingdon’s Delaney 
Byars led all scorers with 
21 points,  including a 
three-pointer. Quinn Kel-
ley scored a dozen on four 
threes.

Nyasia Luten led the 
Lady Tide with 20 points.

Golden Tide 81,
Mustangs 60

Huntingdon led 20-15 
after the first frame, led 
by Kenton Smith with 
seven points. Caleb Ezell 
scored five, including a 
three-pointer. EJ Lewis and 
Braylin Dearmon each had 
four points. Emmanuel 
Cannon led Peabody with 
seven points, including a 
three. Jamarcus Haynes 
scored six, and Ryder Pat-
terson had a pair.

The Mustangs had a 
13-12 edge in the second 
quarter, led by Smith with 
nine points, including a 
pair of threes. Ezell and 

Kelton Johnson each had 
a pair. Haynes scored six 
for the Golden Tide, and 
Cannon hit a three. Jamel-
vin Brooks had a pair, and 
Patterson hit a free throw. 
At the half, the Mustangs 
led 33-27.

Peabody rallied 23-15 to 
take the lead in the third, 
led by Patterson with a 
d oz e n .  B ro o k s  s c o re d 
f o u r,  a n d  C a n n o n  h i t 
a three-pointer. Haynes 
and Thomas Luten each 
had a pair. Lewis scored 
nine for Huntingdon on 
a trio of threes. Ezell and 
Bryson Whiteside each hit 
a three-pointer. Heading 
into the final frame, Pea-
body led 50-48.

The Golden Tide pulled 
away with a 31-12 advan-
tage in the fourth, led by 
Patterson and Haynes with 
ten points each. Cannon 
scored seven with a three. 
Brooks and Zay Jelks each 
had a pair. Lewis scored 
f i v e  f o r  t h e  Mu st a n g s 
with a three-pointer. Ezell 
scored four, and Smith hit 
a three.

P e a b o d y ’  J a m a r c u s 
Haynes led all  scorers 
w i t h  2 4  p o i n t s.  Ryd e r 
Patterson scored 23, and 
Emmanuel Cannon had 
20 points, including four 
three-pointers.

EJ Lewis led Huntingdon 
with 18 points, including 
four three-pointers. Ken-
ton Smith scored 16 with 
a trio of threes.

Fillies Win Big Over Peabody, Mustangs Fall

NOW HIRING
NEWS & SPORTS STRINGER

Tri-County Publishing, Inc. dba The McKenzie Banner is seeking a qualifi ed news and sports 
stringer to cover meetings, events and sporting events in the Carroll, Henry and Weakley County area 
of West Tennessee while representing The McKenzie Banner. This is a part-time, contract position 
with the possibility of full-time. Some nights, weekends and holidays required.

Schedule: Varies based on assignment. Some nights, weekends and holidays.

JOB TYPE: PART-TIME TO FULL-TIME   |   EXPECTED HOURS: 20 – 40 PER WEEK

COMPENSATION: $25-$50 PER EVENT, pay scale based on experience.

CANDIDATE REQUIREMENTS:
• High school diploma or equivalent.
• Valid driver’s license. Reliable transportation.
• Clean background and drug test.
• Computer skills (PC), i.e. Google products.
• Internet access and E-mail.
• Basic knowledge of photography.

PLUSES: 
• Photo editing experience.
• InDesign and Photoshop experience.
• Knowledge of social media platforms.
• Sales & advertising experience.
• Customer service experience.
• Smartphone with ability to update social 

platforms from event.

JOB DUTIES:
• Check in for assignments.
• Attend meetings/events.
• Fact check. Strong ethics. Positive attitude.
• Work with various entities to gather news. 
• Take notes and record meetings.
• Take photos and video with camera and/or 

smartphone. 
• Write stories in AP style using correct spelling 

and grammar.

• Type 600-1100 word stories and submit to editor 
within 24-48 hours after news and events.

• Meet deadlines.
• Some breaking news coverage, published 

within 1-2 hours of happening.
• Some feature writing.
• Edit photos.
• Post stories on website and update social 

media.

Apply via email: hiring@mckenziebanner.com

THE

BANNERBANNER
THE McKenzie, Tennessee
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BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

ATWOOD (December 5) 
— West Carroll Junior High 
recognized its basketball 
eighth graders Thursday 
night and hosted Dresden 
for a pair of games. The vis-
iting Lady Lions built on an 
early lead for a 41-27 win. 
The Lions likewise pulled 
away in the early minutes 
for a 59-13 victory.

Eighth grade cheerlead-
ers are Trinity Adkisson, 
Lilly Rainey Powers and 
Rileigh Marlow.

Eighth grade Lady War 
Eagles are Tatum Perry, 
Abby O’Bryan, Chloe Rim-
mer, Marissa Mueller and 
Kinsley Poff.

Eighth grade War Eagles 
are Iseiah Strensrud and 
Lukas Pratt.

Dresden Lady Lions 41, 
West Carroll

Lady War Eagles 27
The Lady Lions led 8-4 

after the opening frame, led 
by Charlee Sutton with four 
points. Breelyn Horner and 
Irah Cianfarani each had a 
pair. Kinsley Poff scored all 
four West Carroll points.

Dresden had a 9-3 ad-
vantage in the second quar-
ter, led by Sutton with five 
points. Cianfarani and Hal-
lie Davis each had a pair. 

Lady War Eagle Marissa 
Mueller had a pair, and Poff 
hit a free throw. At the half, 
Dresden led 17-7.

The Lady Lions enjoyed a 
12-9 tilt in the third, led by 
Cianfarani with five points. 
Sutton, Hudson McDaniel 
and Abby Bissle each had a 
pair, and Davis hit a freebie. 
Poff led West Carroll with 
four points. Mueller hit a 
three-pointer, and Chloe 
Rimmer had a pair. Entering 
the final frame, the Lady 
Lions led 29-16.

Dresden capped the win 
with a 12-11 edge in the 
fourth. Cianfarani and Sut-
ton each scored six points. 
Rimmer and Mueller each 
scored four for the Lady 
War Eagles. Poff added a 
pair, and Anistan McAlpin 
hit a free throw.

Lady Lion Charlee Sut-
ton led all  scorers with 
17 points. Irah Cianfarani 
scored 15.

Kinsley Poff  led West 
Carroll with eleven points. 
Marissa Mueller had nine, 
including a three-pointer.

Lions 59, War Eagles 13
Dresden jumped out to 

an 18-4 lead after the first 
frame, led by Athan Spauld-
ing with eight points, includ-
ing a pair of three-pointers. 
Connor West scored six on 
a pair of threes, and Connor 

Floyd and Tristen Wallers 
each had a pair. Iseiah St-
ensrud scored all four West 
Carroll points.

The second quarter was 
also an 18-4 Lion advan-
tage, led by West with five 
points, including a three. 
Floyd scored four, and Case 
West hit a three. Spaulding, 
Caiden Mount and Carson 
Moorefield each had a pair. 
Ian Pearson scored all four 
War Eagle points. At the 
half, the Lions led 36-8.

Dresden outscored West 
Carroll 10-3 in the third. 
Colt Molton and Nate Tay-
lor each hit a three-pointer, 
and Jon Allman and Blaze 
Turnbow each had a pair. 
Pearson added a pair for the 
War Eagles, and Kaleb Mar-
tin hit a free throw. Heading 
into the final frame, Dres-
den led 46-11.

The Lions capped the 
win with a 13-2 tilt in the 
fourth, led by Will Forrester 
with five points. Ryker Jones 
scored four, and Turnbow 
hit a three. Benjamin Pet-
tit hit a free throw. Pear-
son had West Carroll’s two 
points.

Lion Connor West led all 
scorers with eleven points, 
including a trio of threes. 
Athan Spaulding scored ten 
with a pair of threes.

Ian Pearson led West Car-
roll with eight points.

West Carroll Junior High basketball eighth graders (L to R): Trinity Adkisson, Lilly 
Rainey Powers, Rileigh Marlow, Tatum Perry, Abby O’Bryan, Chloe Rimmer, Maris-
sa Mueller, Kinsley Poff, Iseiah Strensrud and Lukas Pratt. Photo courtesy WCSSD

MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL

West Carroll Celebrates Eighth 
Grade Night, Drops Two to Dresden

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

CAMDEN (December 3) 
— McKenzie High School 
traveled to Camden Tues-
day for a pair of basketball 
contests. The Lady Rebels 
trailed by four at the half, 
but took the lead in the 
third en route to a 47-42 
victory. The Rebels had a 
two-point edge at the break, 
but the Lions rallied for a 
60-52 win.

McKenzie Lady Rebels 47, 
Camden Lady Lions 42
The Lady Lions led 7-6 

after the opening frame, 
led by Sadie Fry with a 
three-pointer. AG Wallace 
and Bailey Berry each had 
a pair. Lady Rebel Jaycee 
Stafford scored four points, 
and Braylin Auvenshine 
had a pair.

Camden had a 13-10 
edge in the second quarter, 
led by Addie Jo Melton with 
seven points, including a 
three. Wallace, Berry and 
Carson Douglas each had 
a pair. Stafford scored five 
for McKenzie, including a 
three-pointer. Molly French 
also hit a three, and Au-
venshine added a pair. At 
the half, the Lady Lions led 
20-16.

McKenzie rallied 17-12 
in the third to take the lead, 
led by Auvenshine with 

eleven points, including 
a three. Stafford scored 
six. Berry scored seven for 
Camden, including a three. 
Melton also hit a three, and 
Wallace added a pair. En-
tering the final frame, McK-
enzie led 33-32.

The Lady Rebels sealed 
the win with a 14-10 ad-
vantage in the fourth, led 
by Stafford with six points. 
French scored five with a 
three, and Ava Hastings also 
hit a three. Berry scored 
seven for Camden, and 
Melton hit a three.

Lady Rebel Jaycee Stafford 
led all scorers with 21 points, 
including a three-pointer. 
Braylin Auvenshine scored 
15 with a three.

Bailey Berry led the Lady 
Lions with 18 points, in-
cluding a three. Addie Jo 
Melton scored 13 with a trio 
of threes.

Lions 60, Rebels 52
Camden had a 16-13 

lead after the first frame, 
led by Ayden Melton with 
seven points, including a 
three. Gage Johnson scored 
four, Isaac Moore had three 
points, and Nowah Porter 
had a pair. Eli Vinson led 
the Rebels with five points, 
including a three-pointer. 
Cole Brown, Martez Teague, 
Tate Surber and Carter Kee 
each had a pair.

McKenzie took the lead 

with a 20-15 advantage in 
the second quarter, led by 
Surber and Kee with sev-
en points each, Kee with a 
three. Vinson scored four 
with a three-pointer, and 
Teague added a pair. Melton 
and Porter each had six for 
Camden, Porter on a pair of 
threes. Jake Reyiddson also 
hit a three. At the half, the 
Rebels led 33-31.

The Lions regained the 
lead with a 15-11 edge in 
the third, led by Melton 
with ten points, including 
a pair of threes. Porter also 
hit a three, and Moore add-
ed a pair. Vinson scored 
five for McKenzie, including 
a three. Surber had four 
points, and Kee added a 
pair. Heading into the final 
frame, Camden led 46-44.

The Lions sealed the win 
with a 14-8 tilt in the fourth, 
led by Melton with eight 
points. Angelo Arnold scored 
five, and Porter hit a freebie. 
Brown scored four for the 
Rebels with a three-pointer, 
and Teague and Surber each 
added a pair.

Lion Ayden Melton led 
all scorers with 31 points, 
including a trio of threes. 
N o w a h  P o r t e r  s c o r e d 
a dozen, also with three 
three-pointers.

Tate Surber led McKenzie 
with 15 points. Eli Vinson 
had 14 with a trio of threes.

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Lady Rebels Win at Camden, Rebels Fall

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

DECATURVILLE (De-
cember 6) — McKenzie 
traveled to Riverside High 
School Friday night for 
a pair of basketball con-
tests. The Lady Panthers 
pulled away in the second 
quarter to top the Lady 
Rebels, 61-46. The Rebels 
rode an early lead to a 
66-56 win.

Riverside Lady
Panthers 61, McKenzie 

Lady Rebels 46
The opening frame was 

a 12-12 wash. Braylin Au-
venshine led McKenzie 
with five points, includ-
ing a three-pointer. Molly 
French scored four, also 
with a three, and Jaycee 
Stafford had three points. 
Alyssa Pratt led Riverside 
with six points on a pair 
of threes. Bentley Rogers 
hit a three, and Lauren 
Camper also scored three 
points.

The Lady Panthers had 
a n  1 1 - 1  a d v a n t a g e  i n 
the second quarter, led 
by Camper with seven 
points. Pratt and Rogers 
each added a pair. Staf-
ford hit a free throw for 
McKenzie. At the half, the 
Lady Panthers led 23-13.

Riverside enjoyed a 16-
10 tilt in the third, led by 
Pratt with eight points. 
Rogers scored seven with 
a three, and Emma John-
son hit a freebie. Stafford 

scored eight for the Lady 
Rebels, and Auvenshine 
added a pair.  Entering 
the final frame, the Lady 
Panthers led 39-23.

McKenzie had a 23-22 
edge in the fourth for a 
closer final, led by Staf-
ford and Addison Mi-
l a m  w i t h  e i g h t  p o i n t s 
each, both with a pair of 
three-pointers.  French 
scored five with a three, 
and Aurora Johnson had 
a pair.  Camper scored 
nine for Riverside, and 
Rogers and Lillian Wade 
each had four points. E. 
Johnson hit a three, and 
Pratt added a pair.

Lady Rebel Jaycee Staf-
ford led all scorers with 
20 points, including a pair 
of threes. Molly French 
scored nine, also with a 
pair of three-pointers.

L a u r e n  C a m p e r  l e d 
the Lady Panthers with 
19 points.  Alyssa Pratt 
scored 18 with a pair of 
threes.  Bentley Rogers 
scored 16, also with a pair 
of threes.

Rebels 66, Panthers 56
M c K e n z i e  l e d  2 0 -

13 after the first frame, 
led by Tate Surber with 
nine points, including a 
three-pointer. Carter Kee 
also hit a three, and Cole 
Brown, Martez Teague, 
Craegen Travis and KD 
Cunningham each had a 
pair. Jack Cupples led Riv-
erside with eight points. 
Aidan Lunsford and Mat-

thew Wyatt each had a 
pair, and Kutter Potts hit 
a free throw.

The Panthers closed 
the gap with a 13-10 edge 
in the second quarter, led 
by Gavin McClain with 
seven points, including 
a pair of threes. Wyatt, 
Austin Shelton and Jase 
England each had a pair. 
Surber scored eight for 
the Rebels,  and Brown 
added a pair. At the half, 
the Rebels led 30-26.

The third quarter was 
a  1 7 - 1 7  w a s h .  S u r b e r 
led McKenzie with ten 
points, Kee scored four, 
and Brown hit a three. 
Cupples scored a dozen 
for Riverside, Shelton had 
four points, and Potts hit 
a freebie. Heading into 
the final frame, the Rebels 
led 47-43.

McKenzie capped the 
victory with a 19-13 ad-
vantage in the fourth, led 
by Surber  with seven, 
including a three-point-
er. Kee scored six , and 
Brown, Travis and Cun-
ningham each added a 
pair. Cupples scored nine 
with a three for the Pan-
thers, and Shelton and 
Colt Brooks each had a 
pair.

R e b e l  Ta t e  S u r b e r 
led all  scorers with 34 
points, including a pair of 
three-pointers. Carter Kee 
scored 13 with a three.

Jack Cupples led Riv-
erside with 29 points, in-
cluding a three-pointer.

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Rebels Top Panthers, Lady Rebels Fall

BY BRAD SAM
brad@mckenziebanner.com

HUN TINGD ON (De-
cember 4) — A large con-
tingent of family, team-
mates,  coaches,  class-
mates  and supporters 
gathered in the Hunting-
don High School library 
to see two-sport standout 
Gray Eubanks sign with 
Southern Miss Baseball.

The senior has played 
mostly shortstop for the 
Mustangs, but has played 
other positions at times, 
including pitching.  He 
expects to play infield or 
outfield at Southern Miss.

Eu banks’  thre e-year 
statistics speak for them-
s e l v e s  a n d  p o i n t  t o  a 
talented player who has 
also put in the work to 
develop and reach his full 
potential.

During his freshman 
season in 2022, his bat-
ting average was .250 over 
40 at-bats with ten hits 
(all singles), nine RBIs, 
eight runs scored, one 
walk and five strikeouts. 
His slugging percentage 
was a low .215 with an 
on-base percentage of 
.315.

As a sophomore, with 
73 at-bats,  his average 
nearly doubled to .411, as 
did his on-base percent-
age to .515. His slugging 
percentage more than tri-
pled to .658. His 30 hits 
included eight doubles, 
two triples and two home 

runs. He drove in 23 runs, 
scored 20, drew sixteen 
walks and struck out 13 
times.

H a v i n g  g r e a t l y  i m -
proved in most metrics 
in one year, in the next, 
he added to those gains 
and made huge leaps in 
two additional areas.

As a junior,  he more 
than doubled his walks 
drawn to 33 and slashed 
his strikeouts in half to 
just six. With 88 at-bats, 
Eubanks raised his av-
erage to .545,  on-base 
to .664 and slugging to 
.977. He had 48 hits with 
eleven doubles and nine 
home runs. He drove in 
42 runs and scored 42.

Principal Porche Mc-
Clerking expressed the 
school’s pride in Eubanks, 
who he described as “one 
of the hardest workers I 
know.” He said, “He out-
worked everybody. He’s 
going to make his family 
and his community super 
proud.”

Gray’s father and HHS 
head baseball coach Alan 
Eubanks spoke about the 
senior, first as a coach, 
then as a father.

“It’s a memorable day 
for him, but for me it’s 
a lso  a  sp e c ial  day  for 
Huntingdon High School. 
We expect you to go down 
t h e r e  a n d  r e p r e s e n t 
Huntingdon well.”

As a dad, he expressed 
his  pride on behalf  of 
himself and Gray’s moth-

er, Kelly. He added, “As 
proud as we are of him, 
we’re equally thankful for 
everybody that’s here. To-
day is more than sign-
ing a piece of paper. It’s 
a culmination of a lot of 
years of hard work, for 
sure on his part, but also 
from those around him. 
We want our boys to un-
derstand that when you 
accomplish individual 
things, you’ve got to have 
a support system around 
you. Yes, Gray’s name will 
be on the piece of paper, 
but we understand that 
it’s all of you signing as 
well. Because all of you 
played a major role in im-
pacting him to help him 
get to this point, whether 
you realize it or not.”

H e  t h a n k e d  a  g r e a t 
many groups and indi-
viduals.  He espe cial ly 
noted the contributions 
of the late Jimmy Cary, for 
“treating him like he was 
his own and teaching him 
to be a good hitter.”

Gray told The Banner 
he chose Southern Miss 
“for the town, the culture, 
it’s a baseball school, and 
I love the coaches too.”

Eubanks will major in 
Business.

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Southern Mississippi is 
located in Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi. The Golden 
Eagles compete in the 
NCAA Division I Sun Belt 
Conference.

Huntingdon senior Gray Eubanks signs with Southern Miss Baseball. Pictured 
are (L to R) Seated: his mother, Kelly; Gray; and his brothers, Mac and Hayes. 
Standing: his dad and coach, Alan. Photo by Brad Sam/The Banner

Mustang Gray Eubanks Signs 
With Southern Miss Baseball

Need Something? 
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McKENZIE — The gaze-
bo at the center of Bethel 
University’s  campus in 
McKenzie received a facelift, 
thanks to student labor, a 
financial donation and the 
blessings of the university’s 
administration. 

The gazebo has been a 
gathering place for many 
years for students, faculty. It 
has been the place for out-
door graduations, weddings, 
and many student activities 
and special events. One year, 
actress Dixie Carter gave the 
commencement address 
from the gazebo.

Back in  1982,  Randy 
Tanaka, the current head of 
the campus maintenance 
department, designed the 
gazebo and Phi Delta Sig-
ma Fraternity constructed 
it in 1982. Every since,  it 
has been a focal point on 
the campus. Students gather 
and fellowship daily at the 
gazebo, celebrate birthdays, 
and hold events under its 
roof, so it was important to 
SGA to uphold the integrity 
of the landmark. 

In  previous de cades, 
dozens of Bethel Alum-
ni have gotten engaged 
in the gazebo and some 
even got married there! 
Before the rapid growth 
in the student population 
and the expansion of the 
campus, graduation was 
held on the lawn next to 
the gazebo. When a gradu-
ate’s name was called, they 
would walk up to the gaze-
bo and receive their diplo-
ma. Numerous student-led 
church services and wor-
ship nights have been held 
there over the last forty 
years! Needless to say, the 
gazebo holds thousands of 
memories for thousands 
of students ever since its 
establishment in 1982.

In 2020, Phi Delta Sigma 
brother, Nathan Eaton and 
Advisor, Garrett Burns, re-

placed the roof and cupelo 
of the landmark with funding 
from Chaplain Anne Hames. 
Over the years, the paint has 
faded and the bricks devel-
oped a film of dirt over them, 
presenting itself as a dark 
environment.

Despite its appearance, it 
continued to be a place of 
life and laughter on cam-
pus. With the help of Phi 
Delta Sigma Fraternity, an 
anonymous donor, and the 
approval of Bethel’s adminis-
tration and maintenance de-
partment, the Student Gov-
ernment Association power 
washed the brick, concrete, 
and wood and repainted the 
wood a vibrant white. In to-
tal, this project took about 
20 hours as SGA took atten-
tion to detail and enjoyed 
one another’s company on 
the beautiful fall week. The 
gazebo with its fresh coat of 
paint, became a symbol of 
renewal and connection, pre-
serving its appearance while 
honoring its past. Repainting 
the gazebo honors both the 

physical structure and the 
intangible sense of belonging 
that people associate with it, 
ensuring that this gathering 
spot remains a beloved fix-
ture for generations to come.

SGA welcomes the com-
munity to stop by the gazebo 
as you pass through campus. 
May it be a place of fellow-
ship and laughter for all who 
enjoy it.

Bethel University celebrat-
ed Homecoming on Novem-
ber 2. The restoration of the 
gazebo was part of the cel-
ebration. Despite all of the 
events occurring on campus, 
the Student Government As-
sociation wanted to leave a 
lasting impression even after 
Homecoming week came to 
a close. 

Every year, the SGA Cab-
inet is responsible for find-
ing and participating in a 
service project as they see 
fit. This year, they wanted to 
put their time, resources, and 
labor into restoring life back 
to the cherished gazebo on 
campus. 

Join 
us to 

Celebrate
Please join us to celebrate 

the Christmas season and 

our 50th Anniversary

DECEMBER 18

CHRISTMAS 

OPEN HOUSE

10 A.M. - 2 P.M.

50th ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION

11:30 A.M.

14950 S. Highland Drive • McKenzie, TN

Community Banking, Community Caring

A235/49-2
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15865 Highland Drive • McKenzie, TN
203 Main Street • Gleason, TN

(731) 352-2194 • (731) 648-5506

www.bankofgleason.com

Gleason

Christmas
OPEN HOUSE

Friday, December 20
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Join us for a

A655/50-1

Restoring Life to the Historic
Gazebo at Bethel University

Bethel students celebrate the completion of the resto-
ration project on the gazebo.

HUNTINGD ON (De-
cember 3) — Students from 
West Carroll High School 
recently participated in an 
educational tour of the labo-
ratory and radiology depart-
ments at Baptist Memorial 
Hospital-Carroll County.

The visit provided valu-
able insights into the in-
ner workings of a modern 
healthcare facility.

The students, enrolled 
in the Health Science pro-
gram’s Diagnostic Medi-
cine course, were afforded 
the opportunity to observe 
state-of-the-art medical 
technology firsthand. The 
tour showcased the hospi-
tal’s advanced equipment 
and diagnostic procedures, 
which play a crucial role in 
patient care and treatment 
planning.

During the visit, the aspir-
ing healthcare professionals 
engaged with hospital staff, 
gaining a deeper under-
standing of the behind-the-
scenes operations that are 
vital to the facility’s daily 

functions. The experience 
highlighted the importance 
of interdepartmental collab-
oration in delivering com-
prehensive patient care.

The students were ex-
tremely engaged through-
out the duration of the 
tour, with many express-
ing heightened interest in 
healthcare professions as a 
result of the experience.

Baptist Memorial Hospi-

tal-Carroll County demon-
strated its commitment to 
community education and 
workforce development 
through such programs. 
This educational initiative 
underscores the importance 
of partnerships between 
educational institutions and 
healthcare facilities in nur-
turing the next generation of 
medical professionals.

McKENZIE (December 2-6) — McKenzie Middle School students collected 
coats, hoodies and toys for Cash Express to distribute to families for Christmas. 
Homerooms competed for an ice cream treat at lunch one day. Ms. Betsy Flynt’s 
seventh grade homeroom collected the most items with 75. Pictured (L to R) 
are Ms. Betsy and three of her students, JaiBreon Horton, Jackson Barden and 
Ulises Ramirez. Homerooms collected a total of 270 items. Photo courtesy MMS

McKenzie Middle School Collects 
Items to Aid Cash Express Drive

Baptist-Carroll County Hosts Area Students

Pictured (L to R): HOSA Advisor and Health Science 
Instructor Heather Martin, BMH Lab Director Aimee 
Hebrand, Hailey Mitchell, Hailey Cantrell and Kalee 
Coleman. Photo courtesy WCSSD
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